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THE DISCOVER\"OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA.

Ours is the age of gold,
And ours the hallowed tunc.—-—]l[allcn.

To the lovers of history, nothing can be
more welcome and valuable than the un-
varnished narrative of events, from the ac-
tors themselves. therefore, we feel the
greater pleasure in presenting our read-
. ers .with ‘the following stalements, with
which wo are favored : one from the good
~old pioneer, Gen. John August Sutter;
~and the -other from Mr, James W, Mar-

shall, the favored discoverer of the gold—

-and who, unitedly, arc the futhers of The
Age of Goid '

It was in tho first part of January, 1848,
when the gold was discovered at.Coloma,*

where I was then building a saw-mill,
The contractor and builder of this mill was
James W. Marshall, from New Jersey, ~ In
the fall of 1847, after the mill seat had been
located, I sent up to this place Mr. P. L,
Wimmer with his family, and o number of
lnborers, from the dishanded Mormon Bat-
talion; and a little later I engaged Mr,
Bennet from Orogon to assist My, Mar-
shall in the mechanieal labors of the mill,
Mr. Wimmer had’ the team in charge, as-
sisted by his young sons, to do the neces-
sary teaming, and Mrs. Wimmer did the
cooking for all hands.

I was very much in need of a saw-mill,
to get lumber to finish my large flouring
mill, of four run of stones, at Brwhton,
wluch was comlnenced at the same time,
and was rapidly progressing; likewise for
other buildings, fences, ete.,, for the small
village of Yerba Buena, (now San Fran-

_cisco,) In the City ITotel, (the ouly one) at
the dinner table this enterprise was un-
kindly called “another folly of Sutter’s,”

~ a8 my first settlement at the old fort near
Sacramento City was called hy a good

. many, “afolly of his,"” and they were about
right in that,becanse I had the hest chances
to get some of the finest locations, near

*The Tndian namo and pronuncistion is Cullu-
mah, (benutiful vale,) now Amerieanized Colomay,

the settlements; and even well stocked ran- N
cho’s had been offered to me on the most
reasonable conditions ; but I refused all -
these good offers, and preferred to explore '-"
the wilderness, and select a territory on the -
banks of the Sacramento.. It was a rainy. .
afternoon when Mr. Marshall arrived ‘at .
my office in the Fort, very wet, Iwassome- "

what surprised to sec him, as he was down

a few days previous; and when, I sent up _'

to Coloma a number of teams with pro- "
He told mo -
then that he had some importantand inter- -
esting news which he wished to communi- -

visions, mill irons, ete., ete.

cate secretly to me, and wished me to go
with him to a place where we should not bo

disturhed, and " where no listeners  could .. -
come and hear what we had to say. I
went with him to my private rooms; he -

requested me to lock the door ; I complied,
but I told him at the same time that no-

body was in the -house “except the. clerk,
who was in his office in a different part of

the house; after requesting of me some-
thing which he wanted, which my servants
brought and then lefs the room, I forgot
to lock the doors, and it happened that the
door was opened by the clerk just at the
moment when Marshall took arag from his
poclket, showing mo the yellow metal: he
had ahout two ounces of it ; but how quick
Mr. M. put the yellow metal in his pocket
again can hardly he described. The clerk

came to sce me on business, and excused

himself for interrupting me, and as soon
as he had left I was told, “now lock- the
doors ; didn't I tell you that we might have
listeners 2” T told him that he need fear
nothing ahout that, as it was not the habit

of this rrcntlemnn but I could hardly con..

vinee him that he need not to he suspicious,
Then Mr. M, began to show me this metal,
which consisted of small pieces and speci»
mens, some of them worth a few dollars ;
he told me that he had expressed his opin-

ion to the laborers at the mill, that this .

might be gold; but somo of them were
langhing at lum and called him a crazy

man, aud could not believe such a thing.
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SUTTER'S ron? 1y 1848.

After having proved the metal with aqua
fortis, which I found in my apothecary
shop, likewise with other experiments, and
read the long article ¢ gold” in the Ency-
clopedia Americana, I declared this to he
gold of the finest quality, of at least 23 car-
ats. After this Mr, M had no more rest nor
patience, and wanted mo to start with him
immediately for Coloma; but I told him I
could not leave, as it was late in the even-
ing and nearly supper time, and that it
would be better for him to remain with me
i1l the next morning, and I would travel
with him, but this would not do: he asked
me only “will you come to-morrow moru-
ing?” I told him yes, and off he started
for Coloma in the heaviest rain, although
already very wet, taking nothing to eat.

my numerous laborers, and left the next
morning at 7 o’clock, accompanied by an
Indian soldier, and vaquero, in a heavy
rain, for Coloma. About half way on the
voad I saw at o distance a human being
crawling out from the brushwood. I asked
{he Indian who it was: he told me “the
same man who was with youlast evening.”
When I came nearer.I found it was Mar:
shall, very wot ; T1old him that he would
have done better to remain with me at the
fort than to pass such an ugly night here
but he told me that he went up to Coloma,
(54 miles) took his other horse and came
half way to meet me ; then we rode up to
{ho new Eldorado. In the afiernoon the
weather was clearing up, and we made a
prospecting promenade. The next morn-

I tool this news very cagy, lilke all other
oceurrences good or bad, hut thought a
great deal during the night ahout the con-
sequences which might follow such a dis:
covery. I gave all mynecessary orders to

ing we went to the teil-race of the milly
through which the water was running
during the night, to clean ot the gravel
which had heen made loose, {or the purpose

of widening the race; and after the water

L4
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was out of the race we went in to scarch
for gold, This was done every morning :
small picces of gold could be seen remain-
ing on the hottom of the clean washed bed
~rock., Iwentin the race and -picked up
‘several pieces of this gold, several of the
laborers gaye me some which. they had
picked up, and from Marshall T received a
part. Itold them that I would gel a ring
made of this gold as soon as it could be
done in California; and I have had heavy
ring made, with my family’s coat of arms
engraved on the outside, and on the inside
of the ring is engraved, “The first gold,
discovered in January, 1848, Now if
Mrs. Wimmer possesses & piece which has
been found earlier than mine Mr. Marshall
can tell,* as it was probably received from
him, I think Mr. Marshall could have
hardly known himself which was exactly
. the first little piece, among the whole.
The next day I went with Mr. M.on &
prospecting tour in the vicinity of Coloma,
and the following morning I left for Sac-
ramento. Before my departure I had a
conversation with all hands: I told them
that I would consider it as a great favor if
they would keep this discovery secret only
for six weeks, so that I could finish my
large flour mill at Brighton, (with fourrun
of stones,) which lad cost me already
about from 24 to 25,000 dollars—the peo-
ple up there promised to keep it secret so
long. On my way home, instead of feeling
happy and contented, I was very unhappy,
and could not see that it would benefit me
much, and T was perfectly right in thinking
80 ; as it camo just precisely as T expected.
I thonght ot the same time that it could
hardly be kept sccret for six weeks; and
in this I was not mistaken, for about two
weeks later, after my return, I sent up
several tenms in charge of & white man, as
the teamsters were Indian boys, This man
was acquainted with all hands up there,
and Mrs. Wimmer told him the whole se-

* Mrs, Wimmer's pieco weighs about five dollnrs
and twelve contr, Tho first piece, Mr, Marshall snys,
waighed nbout fifty cents,

T kAl v i v e

cret; likewise the y"oung sons of Mr. Wim-

mer told him that they had gold, and that .

they would let him have some too;. and so
he obtained a few dollars’ worth of it as &
present. As soon ag this man arrived at
the fort he went to a small store in one of
my outside buildings, kept by Mr. Smith,
a partiier of Samuel Brannan, and aslked
for o bottle of brandy, for which he would
pay the cash; after having the bottle he
paid with these small pieces of gold, Smith

was astonished and asked him if he intend-

ed to insult him ; the teamster told him to
go and ask me about it ; Smith camein, in
great haste, to sce me, and I told him at
once the truth—what could I do? T hadto
tell him all about it.. He reported it to Mr.
S. Brannan, who came up immediately to
get all possible information, when he re-
turned and sent up large supplies of goods,
leased o larger house from me, and com-
menced a very large and profitable busi-
ness; soon he opened a branch house of
business at Mormon Island,

Mr. Brannan made a kind of claim
on Mormon Island, and put a tolerably
heavy tax on *“The Latter Day Snints.”
I beliéve it was 30 per cent, which they
paid for some time, until they got tired of
it, (some of them told me that it was for
the purpose of building atemple for the
honor and glory of the Lord.)

So soon ag the secret was out my labor-
ers began to leave me,in small parties
first, but then all left, from the clerk to the
cook, and I was’in great disivess; only a
few mechanics remained to finish some
very necessary work which they had com-
menced, and abouteight invalids, who con-
tinued slowly to work a few teams, to scrape
out the mill race at Brighton, Tho Mor-
mons did not like to leave my mill unfin-
ished, but they got the gold fever like
everybody clse.  After they had made their
piles they left for the Great Salt Lake. So
long as these people have been, emploged
by me they have behaved very well, and
were industrious and faithful laborers, and
when settling their accounts there was not

.
"
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cret ; likewise the"jiiurig sons of Mr, Wim.

mer told him that they bad gold, and that .

they would let him have some too; and so
he obtained a few dollars’ worth of it as a
present. . "As soon’ a8 this man arrived at
the fort he went to's small store in one of
my outside buildings, kept by - Mr, Smith,
a partner of Samuel Brannan, and asked
for'a bottle of brandy, for which he would
pay the cash; after having the bottle he
paid with thése small picces of gold, Smith
wu$"_dstdniahédhnd asked him if he intend-

ed to insult him ; the teamster told him to

g0 and ask’ me ahout it ; Smith came in; in
great haste, to see me, and I told him at
once the truth—what could I do? I hadto
tell him all about it.. He reported itto Mk,
S. Brannan, .who'came up immiediately to
get all -possible -information, when' he re-
Amed and sent up large supplies of goods,
leased a larger house from me, and com-
menced a very large and_profitable busi-
ess'; soon-he opened a branch house of
husiness at Mormon Island, ~-" -
Mr.: Branuan made a- kind of claim
on:Mormon Island, and put a tolerably
1eavy. tax on “The Latter Day -Saints.”
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y necessary work which they had com-
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THE: DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA.

ono of them who was not contented and
satisfied. -

Then the people commenced rushing up
from San Francisco and other purts of
California,in May, 184S : in the former vil-
lage only five men were left to take care
of the women and children, The singlo
men locked their doors and left for “Sut-
ter’s Fort,” and from there to the Eldorado.
For some time the people in Monterey and
farther south would not believe the news
of the gold discovery, and said that it was
only a ‘LRuse de Guerre’ of Sutter’s, beeanse
ho wanted to have neighbors in his wilder-
ness. IFrom this time on I got only too
many neighbors, and some very bad ones
among them.

What a grent misfortune was this sudden
gold discovery for ma! It hns just broken
up and ruined my hard, restless, and indus-
trious labors, connected with many dangers
of life, as I had many narrow escapes be-
fore I hecame properly established,

From my mill buildings I reaped no
henefit whatever, the mill stones even have
hoen stolen and sold,

My tannery, which was then in a flour-
ishing condition, and. was carried on very
profitably, was deserted, a large quantity
of leather wag left unfinished in the vats;
and o great quantity of raw hides heeame
valucless as they could not be sold ; nobody
wanted to be bothered with such trash, as
it was called. So it was in all tho othep
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SUTTER’S FORT, IN 1857,

mechanical trades which I had carried on ;

all was abandoned, and work commenced
or nearly finished was all left, to an im-

mense loss for me. Tven the Indians had

no more patience to work alone, in har-

vesting and threshing my large wheat
crop out; ag the whites had all left, and

other Indians had been engaged by some

white men to work for them, and they
commenced to have some gold for which

they were buying all kinds of articles at
enormous prices in the storves; which, when
my Indians saw this, they wished very much
to go to the mountains and dig gold. At
lnst I consented, got n number of wagons
rendy, loaded them with provisions and
goods of all kinds, employed o clerk, and
left with about one hundred Indians, and
about fifty Sandwich Islanders (Kanakas)

which had joined those which I brought
with me from the Islands, 'The first camp
was about ten miles above Mormon Island,
on the sonth fork of the Ameriean river,
In a few weels we became crowded, and it
would no more pay, as my people made too
many acquaintances. Ihroke up the camp
and started on the march furlher south,
and located my next camp on Sutter ereck
(now in Amador county), and thought that
T should there be alone. The work was
going on well for a while, until three or
four traveling grog-shops surrounded me,
at from one and a half to two miles dis-

tance from the camp ; then, of course, the
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gold was taken to these places, for drink-

ing, gambling, ete., and then the following’

day they were sick and unable to work,
and becamo deeper and more indebted to
me, and particularly the Kanakas, Ifound
that it was high time to quit this kind of
business, and lose no more time and money.
I therefore broke up the camp and return-
ed to the Fort, where I disbanded nearly
all the people who had worked for me in
the mountains digging gold. "This whole
_expedition proved to be a heavy loss to me.

‘At the same time T was engaged in a
mercantile firm in Coloma, which I left in
January, 1849 —likewiso with many sac-
rifices. . After this T would have nothing
more to do with the gold affairs. At this
‘time, the Fort was the great trading place
~ where nearly all the husiness was trans-
acted. 1hadno pleasure {0 remain there,
and moved up to Hock Farm, with all my
Indians, and who had heen with me from
the time they were children. The place
was then in charge of a Major Domo.

It i3 vory singular that the Indians never
found a piece of gold and brought it to me,
as they very o‘fteu did other specimens
found in the ravines. I requested them
continually to bring me some curiosities
from the mountains, for which I always
recompensed them. T have reccived ani-
mals, birds, plants, young trees, wild fruits,

pipe clay, stones, red ochre, ete,, ete., but
never u pieco of gold. Mr, Dana, of the
scientific corps of the expedition under Com.
Wilkes' Exploring Squadron, told me that
he had the strongest proof and signs of
gold in the vicinity of Shasta Mountain,
and further senth, A shorttime afterwards,
Dpctor Sandals, a very scientific traveler,
visited me, and explored a part of the
couniry in a great hurry, as time would
not permit him to make a longer stay.

W’ Gaann nﬁ‘mﬁ;}:{gﬁmaﬂy,vvw,.,,—,,-.-............_.»-: PR

e told me likewise that he found sure
signs of gold, and was very sorry that he .

could not explore the Sierra Nevada., Ie

did not encourage me to attempt to work

and open mines, as it was uncertain how it
would pay, and would probably be only

profitable for a government. So Ithonght

it more prudent to stick to the plow, not-
withstanding I did know thiat the country
was rich in gold, and olher minerals, An
old attached Mexican servant who followed
me here from the United States, as soon as
he knew that I was here, and who under-
stood a great deal about working in Elacers,
told me he found sure signs of gold in the
mountains on Bear Creek, and.that wo
would go right to work afier returning from
our campaign in 1845, but he hecame a
victim to his patriotism and fell into the
hands of the enemy near my encampment,
with dispatches for me from Gen. Michel-
torena, and ho washung as a spy, for which
I wasvery soury,

By this sudden discovery of the gold, all
my great plans were destroyed. Had I
gucceeded with my mills and manufacto-
ries for a few yoars before the gold was
discovered, I should have been the richest
citizen on the Pacific shore; but it had to
be different, Instead of being rich, I am
ruined, and the cause of it is the long de-

lay of the United States Land Commis- |

sion, of the United States Courts, through
the great influence of the squatter lawyers.
Before my case will be decided in. Wash-
ington, another year may clapse, but I hope
that justico will be done me by the last
tribunal-—the Supreme Court of the United
States. By the Land Commission and the
District Court it has heen decided in my
favor, The Common Couneil of the city

of Sacramento, composed partly of squat -
ters, paid Alpheus Felch, (one of the late .

Land Commissioners, who was engaged by
the squatters during his office), §5,000,
from the fund of the city, against the will
of the tax-payers, for which amount he has
to try to defeat my just and old claim from
tho Mexican government, before the Su-
preme Court of the United States in Wash-
ington,

Unfortunate
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THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA.

o told me likewise that he found sare
pns of gold, and was. very sorry that he
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d open mines, as it was uncertain how it
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knew that I was here, and who under-
pod a great deal about working in placers,
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ctim to-his patriotism and fell into the
nds of the enemy near my encampment,
th dispatches for me from Gen, Michel-
rena, and he was hung as a spy, for which
8 very sorry, '
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s for afew- yoars before the gold was
scovered, I shounld have bheen the richest
izen on the Pacific shore; but it had to
p different.. Instead of being rich, I am
ined, and the eause of it is the long de-
y of thoe United States Land Commis-
on, of the United States Courts, through
e great influence of the squatter lawyers.
fore my case will ba decided in. Wash-
gton, another year may elapse, but I hope
t Justice will be done me by the last
bunal—the Supreme Court of the United
ites. By the Land Commission and the
strict Court it has been decided in my
gl The ?ommon Coduncil_of the ecity
wacramento, composed partly of squai-
¢y, paid Alpheus Felch, ((I))ne gf theq]ate
1d Commissioners, who was engaged by
squatters during lis office), $5,000,
the fund of the city, against the will
he tax-peyers, for which amount he has
ty to defeat my just and old claim from
Mexican government, before the Su-

;e Court of the United States in Wash-
neo
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Unfortunately for Gen. Suiter, he had
one failing—Ais Zeart was too large and
confiding. The men who shared most
largely in his princely hospitality and con-
fidence, were the first to take advantage of
it, by stealing away his possessions. His
generous nature taught him to feel that all
whilemen were honesi—hut he did not find
them so ;—n mistake to which is attributa~
ble his present impoverished circumstan-
ces. Now, when he should he enjoying
the fruit of his long and enterprising la-
bors in peace, he is annoyed with conteu-
tions and lawsuits innumerable—simply 7
irying to hold his own! Iiven the quict
and pleasant Hock Farm—his homestead
—(a spot which is ever sacred to the heart
of an American)— was sold, not long
since, under the hammer of the sheriff,
Recently, however, it has heen redeemed,
at a great sacrifice. And this is the man
to whom we are so much indebted for the
gold discovery. May God forgive us Cali-
fornians, for our shameful indifference to
the Old Pioncer.

.

The following is Mr., Marshall's account
of his discovery of the gold :—

Being a millwright by trade, as there
was a ready cash sale for lumber, I con-

cluded to seck a location in the mountains
and crect o mill, to supply the valley with
lnmber, Some time in April, 1847, I vis-
jted New Helvetin, commonly known as
the “TFort,” where I made my resolution
known to John A. Sutter, sen., and re-
quested of him an Indian boy, to act as an
interpreter to the mountain Indians in the
vicinity of the American river—or Rio
del los Americanos, as it was then called,
At first he refused, because, he said that
he had previously sent several companies,
at various times, and by different routes,
for that purpose, all of whom reported that
it was impossible to find a route for a
wagon road to any locality where pine
{imber could be procured, and that it was
the height of folly to attempt any such
thing, : .

Capt. Sutter at length, however, prom-
ised me the desired interpreter, provided
I would stock some six or eight plows for
him first, of which he was in immediate
want, which I readily agreed to do. While
I was employed upon this job there was
much talk at the Fort concerning my con-
templated trip to the mountains; and
Messrs, Gingery, P, L. Wimmer and Me-
Lellan having resolved also to take a trip,
with the same object in view, came where
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I was working, and asked'me where I ex-
pacted to find a road and timber, and I
promptly gave tlxem my views xmd dnec
tions,

They departed, I believe in- compauy,
but finally separated, and P. L. Wimmer
found pine timber and a road, on what is
now known as the Sacramento and Dia-
mond Springs road, and about the 12th of

. May, Gingery and Wimmer commenced
. -work, ahout thirteen miles west of the (now
ealled) Shingle Spring House,

*.On the 16th of May, having completed
my work for Capt. Sutter, I started, with
an Indian boy, —— Treador, and W. A,
Graves, (who is now residing in Butto
county, and who had assisted me in my
- work, and heard the conversation between

myself, Gingery, Wimmer and McLellan,)

accompanied me for the purposo of seeing
~ the mountains, On the 18th of May wo
entered the valley of Culluma [Coloma] ;
and: on the 20th. Gingery joined our com-
pany. Wo then traveled up the strenm
now called Weber creck—the Indian name
of which is Pul-Pul-Mull—to the head of
the creek ; thence higher in the mountains
until we-arrived at the South Fork of the

American river, where it divides into two

branches of about equal size ; from whence

we returned Dy Sly Park and Pleasant

Valley to the Fort.

On my arrival I gave Capt. Sutter an
account of my trip, and what I had discov-
ered. Ile thereupon proposed to me a
partnership ; but before we wero ready to
commence operations, some persons who
had tried, in vain, to find Culluma, report.
ed to Sufter that I “had made a false
representation, for they could find no such
place”” To settle matters, Capt. Sutter
furnished me with a Mission Indian, who
was Alealde of the Cosumnes tribe, as an
interpreter and guide—trusting paxtly to
the Indian’s report, as to the propricty of
the proposed co-partnership.

- Thereport which I had made on my first
trip having been fully confirmed by obsery-
ations on the second, the co partnershlp

run & saw-mill at Cullama. On the third

following persons, employed by the firm of
Sutter & Marshall, viz: P. L. Wimmer

“James Brown, and Tizekiah Persons. :

known as Hastings & CoJ’s store. About
the last of September, as Capt. Sutter

now stands—I sent the two Willis', as the

ble health, ieft about the same time ;) and
I received llenry Bigler, Israel Smith,
Wm. Johnston and —— Evans in return
and shortly afterwards I employed Chmles
Bennet-and Wm, Scott, both earpenters.
The above named iudividuuls, with some
ten Indians, constituted my whole force,

- While we were in the habit at night of
turning the water through the tail raco we
had dug for the purpose of widening and
deepening the race, I used to go down in
the morning to see what had been doue by

half past seven o'clock on or about the
19th of January—I am not quite’ certain
to o day, but it was between the 18th and
20th of that month--1848, I went down ag
usual, and aftershutting off the water from
the race I stepped into it, near the lower
end, and there, upon the rock, shout six
inches heneath the surface of the water, I
DISCOVERED THE GoLD. I was entirely
alone at the time. I picked up one or two
picces and examined them attentively ;
and havmw some general knowledgo of
minerals, I could not call to mind more
than two which in any way resembled this
—sulphuret of iron, very bright and brit-
tle ; and gold, bright, yet malleable Ithen

tried it botween two rocks, and found that

was completed, and about the 27th of Au."
gust we signed the agreement to build and |

day (I think) afterwards, I set out, with - -
two wagons, and was accompanied by the.
and family, James Barger, Ira Willis, Sid. -
ney Willis, Alex. Stephens, Wm. Cunce,
On our arrival in the Valley we first

built the double log cabin,. afterwards

wanted a couple of capable men to con- ..
struet o dam across the American river at
the grist-mill—near where the Pavilion

most capable; (Wm, Cunce being in fee.

the water tlnourrh the night; and about’
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THE. DISCOV]

it could be benten into’ a dxﬂ"el
_-.'but not bxoken. T then collecle

five pleccs and went up to Mr. §

was” working :at - the cmpentc

making the mill wheel) with the
my hand, an(l smd “I huve fou
“ What is it ?” mquued Scotb
“ Gold,” I answered. .
4Oh! no," returned Scott “tlm
T replied posu.wely, “I lmox
nothing else” - .7 .

Mr. Scott was the socond P
saw the gold, W. J., Johnston, A
II. errler, and J. Blown, who
working in the mill yard, were t
up to seo it. .. Peter L. Wimmer
‘Wimmer, C.. _Bennet; and J. 8
at the house the latter two'of
gick ; E. Pmsons and: .lohn A\
gon of P, L. Wimmer), \\up 0
oxen at the same time. -~ Abon
the snme morning; ‘P. T Win
down from the house, and . was
surprised at the discovery, whe
was shown him; and wluch he
to show his wife, who, the next
gome experiments upon it by
strong lye, and saleratus; and
by my dirertions beat it very t

Four days afterwards 1 wen
for provisons, and. carried wit
three ounces of the gold, whic

ter and I tested thh nitric a
tried it in Sutter's pxesence by
silver dollars and balancing
dust in the air, then immer
water, and the superior weigh
satisfied us both of its nature ¢
~ About the 20th of February
Sutter came to Coloma, for th
to consummate an agreoment
with this tribe of Indians in il
September provious, to wit:i—
with them in peace, on the sa:
About the middle of April
menced operation, and, after ¢
thousand feet of lumber .was
as oll hands were intent upon ;
In December, *48, Capt: Sutte
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ns completod and nbout the 27th of Au.
ust wo signed the agreement to build and -
w-a saw-mill at Gullumn. On the third

Y (I thmk) uftcrwnrds, I set out, with
vo- wnn'ons, and:was accompanied by the
pllowing persons, employed by the firm of
utter’ & Murshull viz: P. L, Wimmer
id ﬁumly, Ja ames Barger, Ira Willis, Sid.
y Willis, - AIGY. Stephens, Wn. Cunce,
\mes Brown, and Ezekioh. Persons.
On’ ‘our:arrival ‘in" the Vulley we first
nilt the - double - lorr cabin, : ‘ofterwards
0wn as Hustnms & Co.s store. About
8. last _of September, as_ Capt.- Sutter
ante a couple of capable ‘men to' con-
riret a dmn across.the American river at
e grist: 1n111—11em'5\vhere the - Pavilion
W atunds—I sont the two Willis, as the
i capable' (Wm. Cunco being in fee-
 health, left about the same timo: ;) and
received- IIem'y Bigler, 'Tsrael Smith,
‘\1._Johnston and —— Evans in return ;
d'shortly afterwards I employed Chnr]es
:nnet: and Wm, Scott, both carpenters,
2 above nnmed mdwxdunls, with some
Ind:ans, constituted my whole force,
While we were in the habit at night of
ming the water throurrh the tail race we'
i dncr for the purpose of widening and
cpemuu the raco; I used to go down in-
: morning to sce what had been done. by -
2 water, throunh the night; and about’
1 past_seven o'clock on or about the
hoof - January—TI-am not quite certain
day, but it was betwoen the 18th and
h of that month—1848, T went down as
l, and after shutting off the water from
tace I stepped into it, near the lower
,and there,” upon the-roek, about six
1es heneath tho surfice of the water, I
'OYERED ' TUE (‘OI.D. - I was entirely
¢ at the time. I picked up one or two
ci- and. examined them attentively ;
Imvm" somo genoral knowledge of
-m]a,[ could not call to mind more
Iwo which in any way rosembled this
Ipharet of ivon, vory bright and Dbrit-
wd gold; bright, yot malleab]e Ithen
il botweon two rocks, and found that
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it could be beaten into a different shape,

. but not broken. I then collected four or

five pieces and went up to Mr. Scott (whio
was working at the carpenter's hench
making the m111 wheel) with the pieces in
my hand, and said, 1 have found it.”’.

#What is it ?" mquu‘ed Scott.

#Gold,” I angwered.

“Oh! no,” returned Scott; “that can't be.”

I replied positively,—“I know it to be
nothing else.”

Mr, Scott was the sccond person who
saw the gold, W. J. Johnston, A. Stephens,
II, Bigler, and J, Brown, who were also
working in the mill yard, were then ealled
up to sec it. Peter L. Wimmer, Mrs, Jane
Wimmer, C, Bennet, and J. Smith, were
at the house ; the latter two of whom were
sick; E. Persons and John Wimmer, (a
son of P, L, Wimmer), were out hunting
oxen at the same time. About 10 o'clock
the same morning, P. L. Wimmer camo
down from the house, and was very much
surprised at the discovery, when the metal
was shown him ; and which he took home
to show his wife, who, the next day, made
some experiments upon it by boiling it in
strong lye, and saleratus; and Mr, Bennet
by my dirertions heat it very thin.

Four days afterwards I went to the Fort
for provisons, and carried with me about
three ounces of the gold, which Capt. Sut-
ter and I tested with nitric acid. 1 then
tried it in Sutter's prescnce by taking three
silver dollars and balancing them Dy the
dust in the air, then immersed hoth in
water, and the superior weight of the gold
satisfied us hoth of its nature and value.

Ahout the 20th of February, 1848, Capt.
Sutter came to Coloma, for the first time,
to congummate an agreoment we had made
with this tribe of Indians in the month of
September previous, to wit:—that we live
with them in peace, on the snme land.

About the middle of April the mill com-
menced operation, and, after cutting a few
thousand fect of lumber was abandoned ;
as all hands were intent upon gold digging.
In December, '48, Capt. Sutter came again

to Coloma, and some time in that month
sold his interest in the mill to Messrs,
Ragley. & Winters, of which new firm I be-
camo & member, - The mill wassoon again

in operation, and cut most of the. lumber

of which the town of Coloma was' built.
" The first picce of' gold which I found,
'wctg]wd about fifly cents, - Mr, Wimmer,

having bought a stock of merchandise -

some time about May or June, 1848 ; and

Mrs. Wimmer being my treasurer, used .-

four hundred and forty dollars of my mo-

ney to complete the purchase; and among .

which was the first piece of gold which I
had found. Where that went, or where it
is now, I'believe that nobody knows.

' J. W. MARSHALL, -

This is the wnvarnished statementwhlch V

the writer received from the lips and pen’
of Mr. James W. Marshall himself; and

being unacquainted with him personally, .-

I went to several genilemen in Coloma—
among whom were several old pioncers

still resident there—to ascertain, if possis’

ble, whether ‘or not Mr, M.s statements
were true and rustworthy, and the answer
invariably was, in substance,” “Whatever
Mr. Marshall tells you, you may rely upon
as correct.” I moreover read the afida.
vils of several of the men who were pres
ent when the gold was discovered by Mar-
shall, and which aflidavits wore affirmatory
of the facts which are stated. - :
There is another fact I wish here to
mention, that it may be recorded in'the
remembrance of the English, as well as
the American public. It is this: Mrn
Iargraves, the discoverer of gold in Aus.
tralia, was mining in Coloma in the sum.
mer of 1849, and went to Sutter & Mar-
shall's mill for some lumber; and as ke
and Marshall were leaning against a pile
of lumber, conversing, Mr, H. mentioned

the fact that he was from Australia.

“Thon why,"” replicd Marshall, “ don’t you
go and dig gold among your own moun-
taing? for, what I have heard of that
conniry, I have no doubt whatever that

you would find plenty of it there.” -
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“Do you think so, indeed?” inquired
Hargraves, _ :
“T do,” was the answer.

“If T thought so I would go dowPthere _

this very autumn,” was Hargraves’ reply.
He went ; and with what result, the mil-
lions of pounds sterling-which have since
poured into the British treasury can give
the history.

Mr. Hargraves, for this discovery, re-

ceived from the British Government the
sum of £5,000, (or twenty-five thousand
dollars,) and from the Australian govern-
ment £10,000, or§50,000, making $75,000.

Mr. Marshall is almost denied the credit

of the discovery, by some unprincipled
persons, and his reward from the United
States Government is, alas! what? ~ At
this very moment wronged of every dollar
~ and every foot of land which he possessed,
he would nothave, but for the daily char-
ity of comparative strangers, even a cabin
in which to lay his head to rest at night—
and, is this, kind readers, gratitude 2—our
gratitude? to the man by whose instru-
mentality a new age—TIIE GOLDEN
AGE—has been inangurated.

In August last, anxious to oblain an ex-
cellent portrait of Mr. Marshall, I jour-
neyed to Coloma for that purpose; and,
ulthough Mr, M. cheerfully gave every in-
formation in a very simple and straight-
forward manner concerning the history of
the country and of the men who figured in
it around Coloma, at an early day, he could
not be prevailed upon to allow his likeness
to be taken, Afler returning to this city,
a letter was penned to him, urgently ask-
ing forit, and the following answer was re-
ceived, which, while it denies the request,
will algo show the just bitterness of his
spirit at the treatment he has received :—

o Coloma, Sept. 5k, 1857,

Deak Sir:—1In reply to your note re-
ceived three days ago, I wish to say that I
feel it n duty I owe to myself to retain my
likoness, as it is in fact all I have that T
can call my own, and 1 feel like any other
poor wretch—1I want something for self,
The sale of it may yet keep me from starv-
ing; or, if may buy me a dose of medi-

cine in sickness; or pay for the funeral of

a—dog—and such isall that Texpect, judg-

ing from former kindnesses.. I owe the’

country nothing. The enterprising energy
of which the orators and editors of Califor-
nia’s carly golden days boasted so much,

as belonging to Yankeedom, was not' na- . -

tional, hut individual. Of the profits de-
rived from the enterprise, it stands thus—
Yankeedom,eeeeoaoee o aiseeee 600,000,000
Myselfl Individually,s s o000« $000,000,000
Ask the records of the country for the rea-
son why; they will answer—I need not.
Were I an Englishman, and had made my
discovery on linglish soil, the case would
have been different. I send you this in

place of the other. Excuse my rudeness

in answering you thus, ‘
I remain, most rese?ectfully, S
: J. W. MARSHALL, .

Is this, then, the reward. befitting the
dignity and gratitude of a great nation
and people—like our own—for that- dis-
covery which has poured hundreds of mil-
lions of wealth into the lups of the people
and the treasury of our country; and, in
addition to giving us the stability conse-
quent upon the establishment of a metallie
currency, (which is the desire and envy of
all nations) has spread prosperity across
the broad acres of every State in the
Union? while the individual who has been
the cause of this, is allowed almost to
starve of hunger and exposure in our
mountaing ! Who, then, is there among
ug that does not feel his cheek glow with
shame at such ungrateful neglect? Let
him answer, for he needs our pity. If the
Executivo ear is closed against a fit reward
for such an important service, let you and
I, gentle reader, put our hand into our own
poclket, and if we find it empty, let us deny
ourselves some little luxury, if needs be,
that we may yet, in some measure, wipe
out the disgraceful stain from our history,
by seeing that James W. Marshall, the
discoverer of gold in California, has at
least a fertile farm which he can call his

own, and where he may spend his remain- -

ing days in comparative ease,~—without
the humiliation of dependence upon stran-
gors, after the benefit he has conferred
upon our country, and the world,

\
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cine in sickness ; or pay for the funeral of
a—dog—and such isall that Texpect, judg-
ing from' former kindnesses. § owe the
country nothing. -The enterprising cnergy
of which the ‘orators and editors of Califor-
nia's early golden days boasted so much

a8 belonging to- Yankeedom, was not na.
tional, but individual. Of the profits de-
rived from the enterprise, it stands thus—

Ynnkeedofn ‘oo o tsiescaininn u."ﬁOO 000
- Myself Tndividually,o s o seess .§ooojooojg88
Ask the records of the country for the rea-

‘Were I an Englishman, and had made my
‘discovery on' Iinglish soil, the case would
have been different. I send you this in
place of the other. Excuse my rudeness
‘In answering you thus,
.~ I'remain, most respectfully,
Shos o . WO MARSHALL,
_Is this, then, the reward befitting the
dignity and matitnde of a great nation
wand people—like our own—for that dis-
covery which has poured hundreds of mil-
lions of wealth into the laps of the people
and the. treasury of our country ; and, in
addition to giving us the stability conse-
quent upon the establishment of a metallic
currency, (which is the desire and envy of
all nations) has spread ‘prosperity across
the broad ‘acfes of every State in the
Union? while #ke individual who has heen
the cause of this, is allowed almost to
starve of hunger and exposure in our
mountains! Who, then, is there among
us that does not feel his cheek glow with
shame at such ungrateful negleet? Let
him answer, for he needs our pity. If the
l‘ﬂxecutive ear is closed agninst a fit reward
for such an important service, let you and
» gentle reader, put our hand into our own
ocket, and if we find it empty, let us deny
ourselves some littlo luxury, if needs be
that we may yet, in some measure, wipo,
ut the disgraceful stain from our history
y seeing that James W, Maurshall, th(;
1scoverer of gold in California, has at
east a fertile farm which he can call Lig
wn, and where he may spend his remain-
'g days in comparative case,—without
1@ humiliation of dependence upon stran-
ors,” after the benefit he has conferred
pon our country, and the world,
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AN EVENING SCENE.

AN EVENING SOENBE—BOSTON FLAT, CALAVERAS COUXRTY.
[From a Dagucrreotype by II M, Bacon.]

This picture is intended to represent the
Miner at home, after his day's work ig done.
To the man who rises ear?y, that he may
cook his breakfast and be at work hy sun-
rise ; and sits down by his elaim, or upon
his cabin threshhold to rest his body, while
he eats his mid-day menl; or when the sun
has sunk beyond the distant hill, hies him
to his cabin to chop his wood, kindle his
fire, and prepare his food; there is o lux-
ury in taking a seat outside: the door, while

his supper is cooking ; and in the eool and
quiet of the evening, with his favorite dog
by his side, to take his flute, or violin, an
play any favorite air, esgecial]y that of the
civilized, in every land, “ Home, Sweet
Home ;” and while his faithful guardian
keeps watch that no “evil thing” comes
nigh his mastoer’s dwelling ; his thoughts
turn naturally upon the theme and burden
of the song whick is still lingering upon
hig lips and in his heart.

TO A.W.

————

Ah! well do T remember

When first you met my gaze —
"I'was not in joyous sunshine,

But ‘neath a lamp'’s dim rays;

I caught thine cyes soft heaming —
I saw thy matchless form :

With love my heart was teoming,
Alas! alove too warm. ~

A score of months, so fleeting,
Have passed since that sweet time,
Yet my heart is wildly beating
While I indite this rhyme.

I have met thee in the morning
And at the eventide;

And when the moon, adorning

The hills like some fair bride,

We have wandered by the brookside —
We have chatted by the oak, —

We have talked all kinds of nonsense,
But of love I never spoke.

Now thay tell me thou’rt another's
And soon will be his bride;

But, con I endure a rival

For a moment by thy side?

0! no—the thought is madness ~—

Tt nover can he true.

Wouldst thou cause me all this sadness
And pierce my bosom through?

All other joys excelling

Would be that love of thine j—

Then turn away not coldly,
But return this love of mine. J,
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PHE FIRST EGG.

How a hen exults in her matgenity!
When she comes off her nest with'a troop
of chickens about her heels, she erects her
feathers and elevates her wings ; she whirls
in circles and semi-circles ; and she clucks
vigorously, just as if there was not another
maternal hen on the premises. She re-
joices just ag much over her first: egg,
though the manifestation is somewhat dif-
ferent. L
There had Deen a considerable time of

barrenness- among our hens, so that we
could searce. remeraber the date of the last
ogg ; but one morning the sudden excite-
ment that was menifested among the poul-
try, with one' clear- voice that sounded
above all the others, was an unmistakable
indication that an egg had been laid. "'he
hen cackled most earnestly; and immedi-
ate and rapid responses were made .by
every rooster in the vicinity, -The younger
members of the flock, not yet accustomed
to this family demonstration, took imme-
diate refuge in the poultry-house, where
they stood in great consternation. Still
the hen cackled, and still the roosters
crowed ; and the flock peered about and
gazed at each other, greatly bewildered,
It ‘was a spruce, sleek little black hen that
had originated oll thisexcitement. There
she stood, right over her nest, elevated
abeve all the others, now looking down at
the hens, and now upon the egy she had
deposited there, It was a small egg; but,
under the circumstances, this was quite
excusable. She had set the example, and
inangurated the laying senson,

Corpulent old speckled hen stalked about
with considerable gravity, and a look that
said, “I can do that” = Another chubby
little black hen seemed somewhat discon-
certed. She moved about with her head
down, as if looking. for a speck of some-
thing to eat; but her offorts were without
success. She did now and then pick at
some little things, but sho- could make
nothing out of them. Several others of
smaller pattern held their heads erect with
a very evident effort to appear calm, while
they were almost stifled with anger. Theirs

. was o conflict with wounded pride, without
suflicient selfcommand to conceal it. In
about a quarter of an hour the excitement
passed away; and, scon afler, the flock
were picking about as if nothing had hap-
pened—but, we had no scarcity of eggs
afterwards—so much for a good example !

THE PATTER OF THE BAIN, °
BY ANNA M. DATES, '

Sweet i3 a fountain’s silver chime,

Or the hum of ‘a woodland hee,
Under the bonghs of the hionied lime,

Or the huds of n wild rose-tree ; -
’Neath the golden bloom of the summermorn - :
~ There’s many an Elfin strain, .
But dearest to me on the old roof-treo

Is the patter of the rain! :

i
1

‘Long ago, when I was a child,

Did I listen to its tone,

‘Falling as now on tho moss-tufts wild, -

_And the hyacinth blue and lone :
Stringing its pearls on the brook-side grass,

And over the orchard houghs,

Wherethe next bright morn the windwill pass

“And sealter them over our brows. - -

Thus when the light of day grows dim,
From its toil and care aloof, . -
Ilove to listen the tuneful hymn
Of the rain-drops on the roof!
Not that the bright shower comos to fall
Over the leaf-voiced glade,
Or out in the forest’s busy hall
Where the oriole’s nest is made ;

Not that it krisseth {he roses red,
Or the violets blue and white,
Such aspell to my heart is wed
As T list its voice at night :
But it weeps o’er many a buried head,
Unchanged through the lonesome years ;
On the bright green turf that hides the dea )
It falls like an angel’s tears! '
Oh, soft the light of & summar night,
When stars smile through the bush, .
And sweet to walke at the young day-broak,
- When the carly sunboams blush ; :
But dearest, when I have weary grown,
And the night shuts over all,
To list in my quiet room ahove,
To the rain-drops as they fall.

Not that they gem the lily’s heart,
Or the rose’s robe of fire,
But I muse in the ¢vening hush apart,
O’cr memory’s magic lyre L
And as I lisy, round my weary head
Thero gathers o vision train, '
The early changed, and the early dead, -
They are MmN, all aixg sgary’! "

@
Therefore I love the tender vaue .
That the rain spirits weave at night,
Dearer far than voice and Iyre in tune,
In the perfamed, star-lit night 5
TFor over the harp that meniory plays
There wakeneth many o strain,
Bringing thoughts of my dear 1ost doys,
That will never come again ! :

i
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THE PATTER OF THE RAIN.
PR BY ANNA M. DATES,
weet 18 a fountain’s silver chime,
Or the hum of a woodland heg, -
nder the boughs of the honied Timo,
Or the buds of . wild rose-tree ; -
cath the golden bloom of the summer moxn
There's many an’ Elfin strain,
But dearest to me on the old roof-tree

Is the patter of the rain! '

ong ago, when I was o child,
Did I listen to its tone,
alling as now. on the moss-tufts wild,
And the hyacinth blue and lone;
Btringing its pearls on the brook-side grass,
And. over the orchard boughs,
Viiere the next hright morn the wind will pass
And seatter thcnpx ‘over, onr brows,-

n the light of day grows dim,. -
ts toil and care aloof,. . -
love to listen the tuneful hymn
Of the rain-drops on the roof |
got that the bright shower comes to fall
Over the leaf-voiced glade,
Pr out in the forest’s busy hall
Where the orlole’s nest is mado ;

Not that it kisseth the roses red,
Or the violets blue and white,
uch aspell to my heart is wed
As I'list its voice atb night :
put it weeps o’er many o burled head,
Unchanged through'the lonesome years 3

Dn the bright green turf that hides the deaé,

It falls'llihjo an angel’s tears!

)b, soft the light of & summer night,
\(\l’hen s%atrs sm]ilo through {he bush, .
ud sweet to wake at the young day-broak
When the carly sunbeam)s bluzll; 4 '
ut dearest, when I have weary grown,
And the night shuts over ali,
bo list in my quict room above,
To the rain-drops as they fall,

ot that they gem the lily’s hears
Or the rosﬁ’xsg robe of m{:, '
ut I muse in the evening lush apart,
O’cr memory’s magic lyro;
nd as I list, round my weary head
There gathers a vision train,
jic early changed, and the early dend, -
They avo smNe, all Mise agaiy!-
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That the rain spirits weave at night,
wrer far than voice ang Iyre In tuno,
n the perfumed, star-lit night
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PLACER MINING TWO YIUNDRED TEARS AGO. NOW L

Having been favored by Mr. Capp with
tracings of engravings from an old book,
illustrative und descriptive of the method
of mining two hundred years ago, we are
enabled to give them to our readers—the
following account of which appeared in the
columns of the Kvening Bulletin:

As o matter of curiosity to our readers,
and as showing how few real advances
have been madein the art of gold-washing,
not only since the discovery of the precious
metal in this State, but within the past two
centuries, and notwithstanding the many
“improvements” adopted, and the “new

inventions ? for the purpose made in Cali-
fornia and clsewhere, we publish the ex-
tracts given below from & very old work on
the subject. By the politeness of My, At-
wood, of "Grass Valley, our traveling cor-
respondent was allowed to copy the de-
scriptions of the processes nsed in Hungary
two hundred years ago, together with two
roughly etche(f illustrations, given in the
work, and exhibiting the machinery men-
tioned and the mode of using it. The work
wasg published in Ingland in 1683, and
was merely a translation of five volumes
on the subject of mining, written a number
of years before, The title of the worl is
as follows;
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«The Laws of Art and Nature, in
Enowing, Judging, Assaying, Fining, Re-
fining, and Enlarging the Bodiegof con-

fined Metals: In two parts. Tho first

contains Assays of Lazarus Erkern, Chief

_ Prover (or Assay Master General) of the

Empire of Germany : In five books: Orig-

_inally written by him in the Teutonic Lan-

guage and now translated into English.
The second contains Essays on Metallic

 Words, as & Dictionary:to many pleasing

Discourses, by Sir John Pettus, of Suffolk,
Kt. of the Society for the Royal Mines,
1683 . o L ] ) )
" From Book 2, page 104:—%If upon
search he doth find by such proof that the

~wash work will recompense his labor, paing

and charges, then each one, according as
he is best instructed doth wash the same,
and make his profit thereby, among which
there are some who do wash that which

" doth lye in the Fields under the moist

earth, and also the sand out of the flowing
Rivers or Channels, and do wash it over a
hoard in which are cut little gutters and
wrinkles, here and there, into which the
heavy Gold will descend and remaineth;
but part of it will wash over, especially if
the work be rich and hath grain Gold ;
but if he doth go slow, it requires more
pains,

“Some years past there was found upon
such Work and Sand, by the water side, a
special Work by which in onc day near
300 weight of rubbish have been washed
away and the Gold saved: which is done
thus, There must first be made of Brass
Wire a Rattar or Sieve as wide or narrow
as the work requireth and it is to be tyed,

- from above downward, with Brass Wire,

and it must be stretched fast upon Iron
Stays that it may not bend orrise ; the hig-

~ ness of the Rattar is to be seven spans

long, and five wide, and in depth a good
span, with a bottom that doth enter two-
thirds into the Rattar, and with one-third
part to be extended for carrying the mat-
ter out (which is to be done over with Tin.)
The Rattar must also have, on each side,

B o R -

little wooden pieces fastened to it, by
which "he may reach to the foremost In..
‘struments that the gross matter that doth’
not go through may easilybe emptyed. As:
also the lower bottom under the Rattar -
must have on each.side Boards fastened
to it, that nothing may fall from the Raf."

tar, for from that place the Work passeth

from the Rattar, upon the flat hearth
(which is to be thirty spans in length and

foui broad) and the channel through which

the water doth run out must be wider. than . -
above, and also covered over with Tin.-To

this there is also Water used more or less
according as the work is foul and sandy,

This Wash-Work serveth only for Sandy- -

works, but not, at all for the clean and deft;
yot because this work is not common to
this day, therefore I have delincated ‘it in
the following Sculpture. C
“Then some of the gold-washers use

upon their hearths the strong Timode

black and russet woolen cloth, over which
they do drive their works, because the
woolen cloth is rongh and hairy, so that
the small and round grains of gold will re-
main, and not run forth (as it will from

the Timode,) whereby the gold (upon the

black cloth) may apparently be known,
though it be small and little. ‘

¢ Qthers use, instead of the Timode, or
Dblack woolen cloth's linsy woolsy (half lin-
en and half woolen, wrought in the man-
ner the Timode is,) upon which the gold
doth stick better, and such cloths do last
longer, hecause of the linen there is among
the woolen, which doth strengthen it, there-
fore it is better for this worlk.

“But there is another way of washing
(not much in use) which is called driving
and washing through the long Rattar ; but
according to my mind it is not so conve
nient a way for small works, which have
great and small gold and are both sand
and clay together, yet I do not much de-
cline from tho before described Rattar
work, For in this labor and washing, be-
cause of the turning in the upper and
lower falls, the running gold is preserved

AC
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o wooden pieces fastened to it, by

ch'he may reach to the foremost In-
ments . that the gross matter that doth
o through may easilybe emptyed.  As

the lower bottom" under the Rattar

it have. on each side Boards fastened
, that nothing may fall from the Rat-
for from that place the Worlk passeth
- the Rattar, upou the flat hearth
ichis to be thirty spans in length and
 broad) and the channel through which
water doth Tun out must be wider than
ve, and also covered over with Tin. To
‘there is'also Water used more or less
ording gs the.work is fonl and sandy.
s Wash-Work 'serveth only for Sandy-
lcs, but not at all for the clean and deft ;
ecause this work is not common to
§ duy, therefore I have delineated it in
following Sculpture. S
Then: some of the gold-washers use
bn their - hearths the strong Timode
ckand russet woolen cloth, over which
y. do drive their works, hecause the
olen cloth’is rough and. hairy, so that
» small and round graing of gold will re-
inyand not run forth (as it will from
Timode,) whereby the gold (upon the

ck ‘cloth) may apparently be known,

bugh it be small and little.
‘ Others use, instead of the Timode, or
el woolen cloth's linsy woolsy (half lin-
-and half -woolen, wrought in the man-
theé” Timode is,) upon which the gold
b stick better, and such cloths do last
& cor, hecause of the linen there is among
oolen, which doth strengthen it, there-
¢-it is better for this work.
‘But there is another way of washing
pt much in use) which is ealled driving
| washing through the long Rattar; but
ording to my mind it is not so conve-
nt a way for small works, which have
ot and small gold and are both sand
clay together, yot I do not much de-
e from the before described Rattar
lc. For in this labor and washing, be-
sc of the turning in the upper and
cr falls, the running gold is preserved
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PLACER MINING TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 0.2,

Detter, and the gold goeth with the small
common work over the plain hearth upon
which it is driven.”

The “profi referred to is the irial
washing for a % color” or n *good pros-
pect.” “That which doth lye in the fields
under the moist earth,” is nothing more or
less than the “ pay gravel,” which the old
miners knew ag well how to search for as
ourselves. River and gulch [ channels”]
diggings were the same as in California.
The % board " was the bottom of a ‘‘long
tom"” or “sluice box"—"in which were
cut little gutters or wrinkles here and
there, in which the heavy gold will de-
seond and remaineth!—precisely the same
as the “riffles” and “clects” now used,
Phen, as now, they found that * part of it
will wash over, especially if the work
claim or carth] be rich, and hath grain
or fine] gold;” and they also probably

suffered this loss, because when “he [the
miner] doth go slow it requireth much
ains.” 'Phisand the high cost of labor
lere led to the disuse of the sieve in Cali-
fornia, and the introduction of sluices to
wash larger quantities of dirt and mere
rapidly, and which is, in all probability,
the same as the “driving through the long
rattar " referred to, but to which the writer,
who evidently understood the business, ob-
jects whete claims [works) are small, and
“have great and small gold, and are both
sand and clay together)' By the ma-
chinery described, the washing of threo
hundred weight of dirt conld be washed in
a day, and the gold saved, which was con-
sidered by the writer “n big day's work.”
The drawings above alluded tp repre-
sent the sieve hung up by heavy chains to
a frame. The dirt is thrown on it from a
wheelbarrow. A stream of water pours on
it, and a man shokes the sieve and throws
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out the large stone, The-dirt and gold
falls upon a hoard sloping hackwards,
precisely like the “apron” of tho common
rocker, and then upon a “long tom” or
‘Ugluice,” some fifteen feet or more in
length, with gutters or cleets in it. The
“tailings” fall into a square box, where
they wera stirred with a hoe, and the set-
flings were finally washed again in & largo

tub, as clay used to bo “puddled ” in the
Southern Mines. .
The old description, together with the
fact that ‘the belt-pump now used for
drainage, and the common rocker, were
ancient Chinese inventions, go to prove

of value {rom tho oblivion of past ages.

YOMET, ol SOUXI.)ING ROOK, ON TON OOSUMNES RIVER. .

YOMET, OR SOUNDING ROCK,

This is the name of one of the wildest
and most singular scenes to be witnessed
upon the rivers of California,  About a
mile below Bowman's Bridge, the Cosum-
nes river near the forks, commences to pass
through a steep, deep and exccedingly
rough and rocky cafion; and down which
it rushes in angry and foaming confusion
at an angle of about thirly degrees, unfil
it roaches a large oblong lole, worn in the

solid rock through which it leaps, making
o very beautiful waterfull, some three hun-
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dred feet in longth. On its sides stand
bold and broken rocks, some of them over-
hanging, about four hundred feet in height ;
and where a sound given is echoed nine
times. Hence arises the Indian name
Tomet, or “Sounding Rock.,” In the ed:
dying pool helow the falls, the Indians are
very fond of fishing, and consequently it is
quite o place of resort during the spring
and summer months. And as they stand,
dressed in an endloss variety of costume,
they present a striking. contrast to the
magnificent panorama of beauty around
them, which is indiscribable, e

the truth of the saying, that most new:
discoveries are merely recoveries of things
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tub, (;.S _'.c'lay"us'cd

Southern Mines.:

The old . description, together with the
factthat the belt-pump now used - for
drainage; and the common rocker, wers
ancient’ Chinese- inventions, go to prove
the  truth! of ‘the'‘saying, that most new
discoveries are merely recoveries of things
of value from tho' oblivion of past ages.

N TR COSU.\[_NES RIVER,
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ging, about four hundred feet in height;
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1o bo “puddled " in the

THE MIKER GRAVES, o de

CTHRE THREE GRAVES,

CBY W n S.
It was a heautiful morning in May,
in the year 185—, that Jo and I started
on a prospecting tour on the South Fork

~of the Salmon river, in the- northern
portion of the State ;" our elaim having

failed where we were working, and we

‘determined to try our luck in new dig-
gings, “and as considerable had been

snid about the diggings on the Salnion,

O,

wé thought ot “chances good for some.
of the “dust.” o

Jo was_ my first mining companion ;
he shared all the fortunes- and  misfor-

“tunes of a miner’s life for many.a long

and lonely day, and had it not hoen for
his lively disposition, and determined
perseverence, I should left off mining
long since, but he was always pointing
oub to me the bright star of hopo, and
telling me "there was o ““Dettor time
coming,” when ‘we should make our
fortunes’ and rotuin to distant friends,
whowereanxiously awaiting our coming,
Should this- little narrative. fall under
his “observation-he will recognise the

seenes’ here portrayed, and the graves:

by the mountain trail.”

After many days of toilsome travel

over the mountains, with our blankets on
our backs, a portion of the timo over
snow from ten to fifty foet deep, we
arrived ut the place of our destination,
which T think wasone of the most des-
olate looking places I have over seenin
Californin. -~ We stoped at a trading
post, where they fod us on spoiled pork
and heans ;- hut wo did not remain there
long, as we could find nothing by pros-
pecting which would pay us to locute.
Here let me relate a little incident,
to show the affections that exist le-

“tween two mining companions when

thrown together in the mountains,
While we were at the trading post Jo
was offered an interest in a company
which had just “stmck” pay dirt,
which prospected - very rich, and they
wanted another pavtner to complete tho
company to work to good advantage, T
0

I :ﬁl'i'ed_'to_;pi'evnil i1126i1 Jo to stop with
them, as I believed they had a good
thing, but I could not unléss - they

‘| would give me & situation, which they

could ot conveniently do. After con-
sidorable persuasion he reluctantly coi-
sented.. Next morning, -long before
the sun’ niade his. appearance, I rolled
up my blankets preparatory to retracing
my steps neross the mountains, but on
a differont trail. When I took Jo by
‘the hand to bid: him ndiew. I could sece
a toar lingering in .the, corner, of his
moble ¢yes, while a melancholy sigh
escaped - his -manly bosom. . The last
salutation was given and I'started alone
on my long ‘and ‘lonesome_ road, for [
had near twonty miles; 16 go before I
came to any house.. - As I was ascend-
ing the mountain, and when about three -
miles distant, T heard some one calling
my name, and, when' I looked back I
saw -Jo’ coming up the, mountain..;: I
sat down and waited until-he came up -
to’ e, smiling as he .came, saying,
Bill, T eould not stay and ‘sec you go
oft alone, for wherever your destination
is there shall. be mino, s9'long as, you
and I follow mining,” * """ " . -
Jo'and I spent. many a long’ day- to-
gother in the minos, bub for the: last
year I have heard nothing from hini,
but presume he has gone to the Atlantio
States. .o T 0
~We travoled,on until dark that night
before we. came to; a place’, to stop.
The place where we put up'was com-
posed of two stores, and one hotel kept
by a man with a family. There; were
about two hundred iiners around there
at work doing well, as far as I could
learn. - Wo remained at this place
several days, prospecting, and during
our stay ‘there I hecamo acquainted
with a man whose appearanco was of a
melancholy character, and’ whom, T
knew was oppressed with sorrow from
some cause, which I intended to find
out if he did not tell me without ask-
ing. One ovening after tea ho asked
mo to take a walk with him, which T
willingly . consented to do. " He took
me up the trail about a half a'mile,

v
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where we turned off to_ the left, be-
‘neath'a stately pine tree, and’ beneath
‘its i wide-spread branches were - two
‘graves, one very small and the other
the . commonsize. _ )
seated T asked him ‘if lie knew whose
remains these were, interred’ here in
this Tonely spot so fur from the endedr-
“ments of a sweet home. I uoticed a
shade pass over his countenance, and
‘his oyes wore turned to the ground,—
and “the first words he spoke were :
“Would to Grod I did not!”’ ‘and then
he continued : ¢ You.are a stranger to
‘me, but from what T have seon of you

since you eamo here T take you to he a

“person who will sympathize with the
‘disconsolate, and’ to such my. heart
‘heats in:inison. These graves' contain
‘the remaing of: all-that was dear to me
o’ earth: all “that gaverlife 'a chamm,
now are; mingled with the “dust, and

their spirits have gone to that sweat re-
poso’ around -the throne of Him who

‘wave them, and “would “that mine was
. there "to “dwell with them, whero-the
sorrows of earth’ would cease, and we
should ‘beunited in one holy band,
never'more to part. I was married in
1846, and - lived on the hanks of the

Tlinois river, a few miles helow Peru,

where I had a little farm; and was as
‘happyas the heart could wish, for I
had a wife who was kind and affection-
ate, on. whose bright beaming counte-
"nance ever rested a sweet smile at my
approach;” and then the little angel
lva, who was the image of her mother,
had just began to get large enough to
elimb upon my lap. Julia and Eva
~wera all the world tome ; besides them
the world hind no charm for me, and to
he with them T asked no happier boon,
for L never cherished a happy thought
that was not theirs, or spent a happy
moment that I did not wish them ‘to
enjoy it with me, Thus passed four
years of my life with the cup of pleas-
ure overflowing, whon, in 50, the Cal-
ifornia fever was running high in that
portion of the conntry; T became one
of its subjeets, and, after long and éar-
nost persuasion, T provailed wpon Julia

N

After wé hecame’

to start to this country with me, much

against her. will and" that of her rela- -

‘tives, who wero very wealthy, and

offered mo many inducements if I would

only give up the idea of going to Cal-

ifornia’; hut all would ‘not do, go I

‘must; und, alas! how many thousand
-times I have regretted' the ' hour I
‘started, for Julin scarcely ever saw'a
well day after we left home.”” | -

- Here he stopped to give vent to hiy
over-charged heart by the flowing 'of
tears, and nothing was said for several

minutes, for'T could. not, refrain from -
shedding tears to sce the grief of the

poor disconsolate fellow. The brightest
hopes of a fond heart had been crushed,.
the last object - dear to the.soul had

been’ swept away; and now the dark"
and mysterious’ future only -remained, .

with nobright spot to' which he could

-point, and’ say there is'a happier tinie

coming -ou- carth, for. his hopos were

‘buried in those twograves. -,

" He. continued—¢¢ Julia said when we

‘got aboard. of the riversteamer, and
our little cottage was fast disappearing
in the distance, that she felt as though
‘she should never see that happy home

again.: * Little did I think so then; but,-
alas I how true was the saying; for her "

remains now rest in the narrow cham-
bers of death by the side of that of our
dear little liva, here in the.wild ‘moun-

tains, far from their native land, where .

the. moaning’ winds whisper the last
requiem over their lonely graves; in
those. graves is buried my last hope  of

carth, and may T soon” meet them be.

yond tho stars, and join with them in
singing the praises of HMim who is the
dispenser of all that is good.” =~ -
We returned to the hotel, but sleep
came not to my eyes until the night
had far advanced, so excited had I be-
come at the recital of his melancholy
narrative, : o
Jo and I remained a fow days more
and ‘then started on our journey, since
which time I'never heard a word of
Theodore Worthington until a few days
ago I heard that he had been dead over
a year, and that he was buried, as re.
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quested, by the side of his dear Julia
The information of his
death is what gave rise to the title of
my piece, “ T THRER GRAVES.”
I have often thought of him during
my wanderings in California, and won-
dered” what lad become of the poor
fellow; but he sleeps in death with
those he loved in lifo, and their friends
in a distant land will no more gather
around the domestic fireside to wait
their return, for the mournful tidings
have long since been borne to them on

the wings of timo of their sad fate.

-A TALE OF MEXICO.
They led them out, *neath the i ghiheavens,
So young, o fair, to dic! . :
Paleness is'on ench marhle brow,
Tach lip compressed in silenco now,
Anguish in every eye,

They stood on that old plaza hound,
Beneath the all-scein & BUn—
Ob! God! what scenes of sorrow deep,
Of agony that counld not weep,
Thine eye hath looked upon! -

One spake—ho was o noble youth,
Of lofty mein and air ;

‘And while he spake, you might have heard

The breeze that scarce his ringlets stirred—
Such was the silence there,

“1 have a mother, weak and old,

In the land beyond the sea—
Unloose the ¢hain from off my breast,
When ye have laid this form to resl,

* And bear one word for me,

Tell her I died a soldier’s denth,
On a far distant shore ;
Tell her my heart was with her there,—
Tell her for her my dying prayor .
- Went up, ere all was o’or,

Tell her to hear this crushing blow,
Though fechle, old, nnd gray ;—

Let it not kill her! Oh! my God 1

Liest on my sonl should conye her blood,
And fearful agony 1 :

He censed—and eyes unused to weep,
Shed scalding tear-drops there ;
And strong men bowed themselves in pain,
Who never more might weep again,
At that brave youth’s despair,

He ceased—and when they led him forth,
With that brave band to die,

Tears stood ¢’en on the foeman’s face,

As in the ranks he took his place,
And—olosed his agony. G.M S,

————

'EVENINGS WI’J“‘I-I"J.‘IIE;'POE’I‘S.. '

No. 11,

“The supernatural machinery of the Gre-
cian Epic was entirely unsuitablo for the
spirit of the age, and hesides was .objec-
tionable on the score of religion ; but the
astern stories which detailed the-adven.
tures of errant youths, who, leaving their
fathers’ roof had strolled into foreign pla-
ces, where all manner of ‘incidents befel
them, in which magicians and genii per-
formed a principal part, were not so dis-
cordant with popular opinion. The al-
chemists, who, according to common belief,
could transform the haser metals into gold,
were also supposed to possess other arts ng
less powerfuland equally n ysterious. The
prediction from horoscopes of the future
fortunes of those scions of nobility, for
whom astrological observations and caleu-
lations were chiefly made, was believed in
by all, and the power of the devil and his
angels was universallyadmitied to be much
niore extensive than it is now- supposed to
be—an opinion which wag fully supported
and confirmed by the legends “of the
saints, as promulgated by the authority of
tho Church hersell.” Ihere was a super-
natural machinerybelon ging to themselves,
which afforded to writers of fiction oppor-
tunities of - hecoming conspicuous with a
facility which, since the days of Hume and
his cotemporaries, the world had not pos-
sessed. It only wanted to he ignited by
this spark of oriental origin to be taken
advantage of, especially as they had in
those oriental stories a good precedent
for having their romances in_prose. An
excellent ground-work was also aflorded
in the Crusades, furnishing a fit cause to
make the noblest of the land leave theiy
homes, and visit countries with whom the
inhabitants of Kurope were entirely un-
acquainted ; whereby any amount of won.
ders might be introduced, and thejr heroes
made to meet with any sort of supernatural
adventures, and perform any amount of
supernatural achievements, without vigk of
detection. Thus the introduction of Ro-
mance, as a species of literature exactly
suited for the times, followed almost asu
natural consequence of the peculiar cijr-
cumstances of the age. _

So far Romance, by which for a {ime

Poetry was eclipsed and confined almost,
exclusively to pastoral life, boldly under-
took to discharge one of the principal du-
ties of the Epic Muse, in {‘urnishing stories
equally interesting, and equally abundant
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in in_c_idenﬁ, both natural and’ snpernat-

the apparent defect of the want of poetical
numbers, the inventors of this species of
writing introduced a peculiarly flowery and
hyperholienl kind of style, which is ‘more
or less in fayor with people of a romantic
turn of mind to this day. Looked at phi-
losophically, this species of . writing seems

- highly ridiculous, adopting, asit frequently.

docs, as an admitted rule, never to intro-
duce a substantive without lugging in an
adjective along with it, to give it a certif-
icate of character—a task which. chaster
writers now-n-days generally leave to’ be
discharged by verbs, if they deem it worth
their while to take any notice of the gentle-
mun' at all, except to let him do his work
quietly without saying a word about him.
. Thongh this species of writing, which has
‘received the appropriate designation of
“prose run mad,” may now seem perfectly
ridiculous, it effected an improvement on
language of which even Poetry might have’
despaired, Writers of Romance were no
less careful in finding. words of. proper
length and. sound to suit the roundings of
their sentences than the poets had -been,;
and as they wrote in. prose, their writings
were more suitable. for common conversa-
tion, It is true their language was pomp-
ous and unwicldy, but its chief defect was
that it was. richer in words than in ideas,
and aimed at having an-excess of gorge-
ousness and heauty which was inconvenient
and absurd.  But these were defects which
the increasing intelligence and common
sense of mankind could not fail to curtail;
and the mere fact that socicty was thus set
fo sotting their words on end, and selecting
those which wero most suitable for dis.
play, had o wonderful effect in improving
the languages of Continental Europe ; and
andther of the advantages which Postry
confars on the world was for a time no less
efliciently discharged by her new deputy.
In England, owing to various causes,
native literature was not of so early growth
as on the continent., Britain was the most
remote of the Roman colonies, and among
the first from which she withdrew her sol-
diers, The domination of the Romans
had tamed their former warlike spirit, and
on their departure, though the number of
the inhabitants of ngland greatly ex-
ceeded that of Scotland, they found them-
selves unablo to contend with their hardier
and less rodueible neighhors, and for the
purpose -of onabling them to resist their
daring invonds, they were zlad to procure

horse in the fable, which courted the-allj

allies associates who were no less serupu

expel. -To the sturdier Saxons, the green

might as well have them as the Scots, or
-any other' people who had no'more right
to them than they had.- The country,

resolved to appropriate; and they did so.
But the possessions which they had ob-
tained, by stealth; they were destined to
lose by violence. The same' aitractions

laws of honor and hospitality, had equal

and thus within & comparatively short
time, in England four different races suc-

Roman, Saxon, and Norman.
whom Great.Britain and Ireland were or-

glowing accounts of the remmanis of {he
raco who still retain their original lan.
guage, was superior to that of their Con-
tinental neighbors. But as those who are
loudest in ifs praise affirm that it also ox-
celled that of modern times, we have good
reason to suspect the soundness of the
opinion. The specimens which they pro-
duce, even admitting Assian to be wenu-
ine, (whom the investigations of the IIigh-
land Society have loft with searcely a foot
to stand on,) would warrant us in arrivin o
at a very different conclusion, The poems
exhibit a gorgeousness of display but a,
sameness of incident ; a faint and (]reamy,
but also gloomy delineation of Gods seon
only through the haze of" mist, and whose
voices could only he indistinetly heard
through the louder peals of the storm.
Then "the Gods of the Irish Muse were
merely Titans, in whom brute force sup-
plied the place of wisdom, Wo may often
he mnm{ed, in reading Homer, at the in-
tormeddling spirit of the Grecian - Gods,
but they display an energy of charncter
and intelligible action, which we look for
In vain in the bulky and clouded divinities
of the Western Tslands. Their heralds,
45 was natural, partook of the character

the assistanee of the Saxons, Like the

of their Gods ; and in the ernde composi-
tions of those simple barbarinns. (ol the
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genuineness of which there is less doubt,)
cven the softest heads admit thpt there is
little to admire except the language. If
its unearthly sounds only grate half as
much on the ears of others as they do on
mine, they had little to hoast of on that
score, . S ,
The Saxons were merely continentals
living in England, and their literature
partook of the continental character, hat
with less of the more refined ideas of
France, and Spain, and Italy, than the
peculine absurdities .of the remains of
Scandinavian superstition~the sourco from
which we derive our traditions o witches
viding on broomsticks, and fairies stealing
lovely babies and leaving their own brats
in their place. The Normans were French,
but French about the farthest removed
from refinement ; and consequently their
+ literatuve was meagre in the same ratio,
~In the jumble of races, and conflict for
preponderance, the language of the Sax-
ons, thongh considerably modified by he-
ing introduced into such miscellancous
. society, maintained itssupremacy. Butit
was 50 clouted and cobbled that it hore
but little resemblance, as spoken and writ-
ton in lingland, to the purer language
from whenco it sprang. It was a mere
" conglomerate ; and to turn'such a medley
Lo tho purposes of Poctry seemed perfectly
hopeless. The construction of the Grecian
Iipic, or the Grecian Ode, was like chisel-
ing from Parian marble, in all the ele-
gance of Corinthian Architecture, n pal-
ace for the Gods; or with still nicer touch,
a statne of the Medicean Venus., To make
any sort of doggerel out of such grotesque
materialy was like attempting {o do the
latter out of granite. Tt is true, tho good
folks of Aberdeen, my native cily, proba-
bly out of respect for one of their staple
productions, have erected such an crues-
trian statue of “the last Duke of Gordon.”
But instend of exhibiting the exact lines
und graces of his Grace's features, as scen
ab the festive boavd, where with the bril-
Huney of his wit and drollery, like Ham-
lot’s Yorrick, *“ he keptthe table in  roar,”
he sits a perpetual monument of' their fol-
-1y, in pockepitted deformity. Ilow could
we suppose that Chaucer, the earliest of
any note who undertook tha task, should
have been able to do more than show to
the world, that he wag possessed of talents
which no perversity of cireumstances con-
cealed? -~ : '
The next great poet who courted the
Iinglish muse was Spenser, who seems to

mythology of his own, more, especially
suited for Christian curiosity! ITis Mnse:
is Allegory, and the virtues and vices are
by him introduced more unscrupulously
than were the Gods of the Groeks, by their
poels. But his poem, though quaint and
sometimes elegant, labors under the objec-
tion, that the character of his d'ra'm.c.tél...\; )
personce heing subordinnde, renders it im-
possible to make them othe'r than ¢ dii mi-
noram gentinm.” = Lhis prime hlunder ne-
cessarily prevents the legitimate soarings
of his Muse; and we regret thatthe invent-
or of that particnlar stanza which bears hia
name, which has been used with greater
success hy Thomson in his Castle of In-
dolence, and Beattie in his Minstrel, and
latterly so triwmphantly in Childe Havold,
should not have turned his rave talents in
n different direction. '

The productions of Chaucer and Spen-
ser perspicuously show the composition of
Poetry under difficulties, rather than the
subjection of thoso difficulties in the lan-
guago (which were all but insuperable) so
as to free it from its encumbrances and
defects, and malke it the pliant servant ol
so graceful o mistress. - 1t was not to such
means that the English la