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“ward trip (123 miles,) within ten hours,

“end at which we nimed were indeod flat-

" snlmon-fishers and curors onthe ahove

JIUTCHINGS OALITORNTA MAGAZINE.

Many of our readers are aware that
tho great navigable highway for ab lenst
three-fourths of theinland commerce and
passengor transitof the State, lies throngh
the northern end of the bay of San Fran-
cisco, from thence past the southernshore
of tho bays of San Pablo and Suisun,and
up tho Sacramento river to Sacramento
oity. Mo illustrate the beuuti[’ul scones
upon this route we find it next to impos-
gible to obtain faithful and reliablesketch-
es from tho deck of a swiftly moving
steamboat, that generally makes the up-

about soven of which, even in summer,
aro by night. ‘Lo obvinto this dificulty,
tho writor, in company with two others,
engaged o sailing craft of about five tons
burthen, and deposited thereon our pre-
oious lives, (without even taking the pre-
caution of having them insured ) a limi-
ted but assortod eargo of general stores,
cooking apparatus, bedding, and other
sundries, then gavo our canvas to the
breoze, and weroe off. ‘ .

- As one of our party, in addition to he-
ing a)i excellent draughtsman, was famil-
linr with the mysteries of navigation,and
the other with the dutics upportaining to
tho ofico of u chef' de cuisine, wo all con-
sidered that our prospectsof soeuring tho

toring; while tho comfort and pleasure
wo endured would more than counter-
balance all tho risks that wero underta-
ken, and ab the same time allow us the
opportunity of sniling when and- whero
wo pleased, for all tho sketches and en-
joyment that wo wanted, .

. Inasmuch as the course of our Yoyago,
by mutual consent, ‘lny around several
islands and among numerous sloughs and
lagouns of the Sacramento, as well as on
the principnl streams, ocoupying somo
eight days, and as much of our timo wns
consumod nmong the heaver-trappers and

our personal experiences and adyentures,
but reserve theso subjects fora futuro

and morusuitublo occasion, and take the
ronder, with his or her consent, by the

far more plensant and expeditious routo

of stonmboat navigation,

There probably is not'a moro exciting'
and hustling scene of business activity in

any part of the world, than can bo Wité
nessed on alinost any day, Sunday excop-

tod, ot Jackson streot wharf, San Tron-
oisco, at o fow minutes befora 4 o’olock
D, M. “Men and women are hurrying to

and horsemen, dash past you with as
much rapidity and carnestnessas though'
thoy were the bearcrs of a repriove to
somo condemued criminal whose last mo-
ment of lifo had nearly expired, and by
its speedy dolivery thought thoy could savo
him from the scaffold, Indeed onewould
suppose by the apparent recklossness of
driving and riding through the crowd,
that numerous limbs -would: be broken,
and carringos made irito picces as small
as minco meat; but yet to your surprise
nothing of the kind occurs,for on arrivin g
at tho smallest renl obstaclo to thoir pro-
gress, animals are suddenly reined in,
with a promptness that astonishos you,
On these occasions, too, there isalmost
sure to he one or more intontional pase-
ongors that arrive just too. Inte to get,
abonrd,nud who in their excitomentoften
throw an overcont or valise on the hoat,

only opportuno moment to got on board-
themselves, and are consequently loft be-
hind, as those bonts are always punctual,
to their time of starting,

Supposing that we have heen more for-
tunate, by securing our pnssage and state-
room in good time, please to put on your
overeont, as it is always cool in the ove-
ning on tho buy, and lot us take a cosy
seat togethor, and while the black volumes
of smoake are rolling from the tops of the

numed waters, we shall not now recount

funnels, and the boat is shooting past thia
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wharf, and that vessel' now lying at an-
~chor in tho bay or in full sail upon her
voyage, or whilo numerous nervous peo-
ple are troubled about their baggage and
asking tho portor all sorts of quostions,
lot us havo a quict chat together, upon
tho scones wo may witness on our trip,
and the historical facts connocted with
the early navigation of this benutiful

' route to the interior, |
' Pho first sailing vessel that made the
voyago from San Francisco to where Sac-
ramento city now stonds,was tho schooner
Tsabelln, chartered by Capt. John A, Sut-
ter, about the 5th of Angust, 1839; and
: owing to the numerous intricate outlets
~~ . of the Sacramento river, ho was eight
days in discoveringits main channel; and
2 whon about ten miles below where Sac-
7 ramento city now stands, two hundred
armed and hostilo Indinns intereepted
his progress.
Theso howaver, he succeeded in'concil-
jnting, and was then allowed to proceed
on his voynge aecompaniced Ly two of the
natives, Other sail vessels of course fol-

tho pioneer schoon;ﬁr “Isabelln, ” but as

igution wo shall not meution than more

length. - ,
Pho-first stoambont that ever plowed

m
T

© ALCATRACES ISLAND,

lowed ab different times, in the wake of

we are now moro interested in steam nav-

the waters of the Sacramento, from San
TFrancisco, was the *Sitke, ” o Russian

in length by soventeen in breadth, owned
by Capt. Leidesdorfl, {the former owner
of most of the Folsom proporty,)-and ghe
reached what was thon known as Sutter's
fmbareadero, NOW. Sacramento city, in
the summer of 1847, ‘ o s

The nest was o storn ~wheel steam
scow-named tho “Lady Washington, ”
built at Sutter’s Embareadero, in Sept.,

inson & Co., and Smith, Bensley & Co,,
of that place, was run upon the upper
rivers, and was the pioncer steam vessel
abovo the mouth of the American river.
o first trip was to whoro . Coloma now '
stands; but unfortunately on her return
trip she struck o snag and sunk; bub was

Ohio. .
The next was a gide-wheel  steamer

that wns sent out on board ships from
Now York, put together in Sacramento
city, there named the “Sneramento,” and
was -run botween Snoramento cily and

pretonsions, that was loeated: near tho
mouth of the San Joaquin, but longsince
defunct,) and there connected witha line
of schoonors from San Francisco. This
vossol was owned and commanded by
Capt. John Van Delt, o

" A small craft ealled the * Mint,” was
the next steamboat,and ran on this routo
through from Sun Yrancisco to ‘Snera-

built, stern wheol vessel, about sixty feot

monto.

1849, and wasowned by Simmons, Huteh- -

afterwards raised, rcﬁttcd,und named the -

Now York, on the Pacific, (a city of gront
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400 tons hurthen,was the next in romtion,A
and made her trxp from New Orleans,

through the straits of Magellan to San|

Francisco, in 1849, and took’ her first
trip up the Sacramento, in the lattor pll.l‘
~of Oct, of that year. :

By far the ‘most beautiful, most com-

E modious, most comfortable, and at. the

same time, the most successful steamboat
that ever run on the Sacramento river,

- was the “Senator,” of 500 tons burthen.

‘She made the voyage around Cape Torn,
‘and arrived hero on tho 27th of Qct,, 1849,
and her first trip up to Sacramonto city
Nov. ath, following. ~ Iler rates of fare

were $25° per passenger up, and $30

down ; Moeals. $2, ench; Statoroom $10 ;
Iro lfrht per ton from $40 to $30,
‘ Durmg the first year on that
route her net profits exceeded

it
since she has been o very profit-
nblo boat for her ownors, The s
number of her passengors was
! 15
generally about three hundred,

- ond “her freight about from Somsm:

t.wo hundred’ to throe lmndrod
tons, -

The noxt was a storn-\vhcol stenmboat
enlled the “ Lawronce,” 108 fectin length

out by a New Bedford company and put
up at Now York on the Pacific; and when
finished, she was sont to Stockton about

first stcamboat that over sailed for or ar-
rived at that city, In December follow-
ing shewas taken to Sacramento and
thero sold, when her new ownors sent
hor up the Foather river to Marysville,
in command of Capt, Chadwick, and sho
was the first stcamboatb that over ascen-
ded that river,

* The “Linda,” a stern-whoel steamer,was
tho next, owned by a compuny of which

The large p‘ropeller McKim, . of about:

city and Marysville, Iroight on the
‘Lawrence and ' Linda wos frem 8 to 10
cents per pound; drinks 50° cents ench, -

Tur first stenmboat that ever ascended
.the Sucrnmento river as far. ag Tehama
was the “ Jack Ilnyes,” commanded by
Cupt Mosely, in May, 1850. Sho was
first namoed the Commodore Jones, but
being lengthened and otherwise changed,

samo time.

The “Gold Huntor,” commanded by
Capt. Branham, now tho U, S. surveying
schooner Active, was put on about this
time, butsoon withdrawn,

The “Capt, Sutter,” a small stern
wheel hont, although only the second boat
to Stockton, was tho first to make regulnr
trips from San Trancisco to thatcity, and

RED (on 'rnmsum‘) ROCK.

succeeded tho “ Lawrence.” Sho was
put up by Capt, James Blair, of the U.
S. Navy, and was moro successful in pro-
portion to her sizo than the Senator on
the other route ; and cleared not less than
$200,000 for her owners the first year,

Wo might mention en passant, to illus-
trate the large profits madae by steamboats
at that early day, that tho Lawrencomade
a trip from Sacramento ity to Lassen’s
Ranch, and recoived 30 conts per pound
for freight on her entiro cargo,

Tho following list of the various
stoamboats that bave from timo to *ime
been running on this routo, ‘occasionally
clmngmg to somo other, or boon Inid up,
is as complote ns wo could mako it, and
we think will include nearly the whole

mombers, Sho ran bctweon Sacramento

that have over boon upon it ;—

she lost her identity and her name ab the |
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STERN WHEEL
(Ylll‘glx I’NN.mm,)

oung. Amerien,
Goodman Castle,
Gov., Damn,
Shasta,.
Plamas, -
Gazelle,
Cleopatra,
Belle,

. Gemn,

Cupt. Sutter,
Pike,
Orient,

. FPashion,

Nevada,
Daniel Moir,
Kennehee,
Marysville,
Clara,
Moaden,
Jumes Blair,
Enterprise,
Luwrence,.
Latonn,
Maria,
Pourl,

Etna,

Sam Soule,
Swan,

San Joaquin,
Tehamn,
Fire I'ly,

- Kangarco,

SIDR WIIEEL.
.(Iligh DPressure.)
Urilda, ‘

~ Camanche,

J. Brazdon,
11, J. Clay,

“American Eagle,
* Helon llensley,

Anna Abernethy,
Willamette,
Kelipso,”

Queen City,

Kate Kearny,
xpross,

Caleb Cope,
Sagamore,
Muriposa,

W. E. Robinson,

‘Gov. Dana, No.2,

Saphin,

Union,( fron Veasel)

Cornolin,

C, M, Woebber,
(Lo Pressure.)

Senator,

- New World,

sonfidence,
. G. Hunt,
Antelope,
Thomas 1lunt,

- Surpriso,

Goliah,
T} Dorado,
Gold Hunter,

(now Active.)

' . PROPELLERS,

MceKim,
Gon, Warren,

Alartford,
Fudora,

" Commodore Preble,  Major Tompkins,

Chesupenke.

Whilo wé have - thus heen gossiping
about steambonts,we have arrived off Al-
catraces or Polican Island. This we sco
is just opposite tho Colden Gate, and

about half wny hotweon San Francisco

and Angol Teland, It commands theon-
trance to the grent buy of San Francisco,
and is but threo and o half milos from
Fort Doint, 2

Phis island is 140 feet in height abgve

in length, somewhat irregular in shape;
and fortified on allsides, The 1argo‘buxldf
ing on its summit, about the centre or

intime of peaco will accommodato nbout
900 men, ond in time of war ab least
thréo times that number, It is not only
a shelter for the men, and will \\'itlxstu11d
arespectable cannonade, but from the top

its nssailants at all parts of theo island,

ible. 'There is a belt of fortifications on-
cireling thoisland, consisting of asorics of

.| Barbotto batteries, mounting altogethor

about 94 guns, 24, 42, 68, and 132 poun-
ders,

landing at thie wharf is & massive brick
and stono guard house, shot and shell
proof, well protected by n hoavy gate and
draw-bridge, and has three embrasures
for 24 pound howitzers that command tho
approneh from the whavf, " The top of
this, like the barracks, is flat, for the use
and protection of ritlomon, Other gunrd-
houses of similar coustruction are built
at different points, betweon which thero
aro long lines of pnrapets sufliciently
high to preclude the possibility of an es-

platforms for mounting guns uf the heav-
iost caliber, some of which weigh from
9,000 to 10,000 pounds, Iwm addition to
theso thero aro three homb-proot maga-
zines, each of ‘which will hold 10,000 1bs

low tide, 450 foet in width, and l.G?Oklf‘e‘o‘ty -

crest of tho island, is o dofensivo bur-
rack or citadel, three storios high, and .

a murderous firo could Lo poured upon

and from whenco overy point of it is vie-

Pho first building that you notice after

ealado, and back of which are ciroular -

of ‘powder. On the. south-eastorn sido -
of the island is & large furnaco for the
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purpose of - heating cannon balls; and
other similar contrivances are in course
of construction.

Unfortunately there is no natural sup-
ply of water on the island, so that all of
that eleinent which is used there is taken

from Saucelito. In the basement of the

barracks is a cistorn capable of hold-
ing 50,000 gallons of water, n portion of
which can he supplied from the roof of
that building in the rainy season, ‘

Appropriations have heen made for the
fortifiention of this island to the nmount
of $896,000, and about $100,000 maore
will complete thom. IFrom 40 to 200 men
have beon employed upon these works
since their commencement in 1853,

At thesouth-eastorn end of theisland is
a fog bell of aboutthesame weight as that
at Yort Point, and which is regulated to
striko by machinery onco in about every
fifteen soconds,

The whalo of tho works on this island
are undor the skillful superintendance of

Licut, McPherson, who very kindly ox-

CARQUINEZ,

plained to us the strength and purposes
of the different fortifications made.

The lighthouse at the south of the bar-.

racks contnins n Iresnel lantern of the
third order, and which can bo seen on n
clear night some twelve miles outside the
heads, and is of great service in suggest-
ing the courso of n vessel when entering
the bay.

Yet, as wo are sailing on at considera-
ble speed across the entrance to the Bay,
towards Angel Island, we mustnot linger
hore, not oven in imagination ; ospecial-
ly as we can now look out through the far
famed Golden Gate and towards tho gol-
den hinged hope of many who with lin-
gering eyes have longed to look upon it
and to enter through its charmed portals
to this land of gold, Ilow manytoo have
longed and hoped for years to pass it
once again, on their way out to the en-
deared and loving hearts that wait to wel-
come them atthat dear spot they still call
Home! . God bless them,

Now the vessel is in full sail, and steam-
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| ghips, that are entering the heads, nswell . : L %
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this stroteh and now on thatto make way
out agninst the strong nor thwost. breezo
| | that blows in ab the Clolden Gato for threo
Wil | | eighths of the year,are fast heing lost to
sight, and wo aro just abrenst of Angel
Island and but five miles from the city”
of San Prancisco, ThisIsland wasgran-
ted by Gov. Alyarndo to Antonio M.
NN | Asio, by ordor of the Gmernmontof Mex-
Ll | ico, in 1837; and by Lim soldl to its pros-
ont owners in 1853. As it contains somo
800 ncres of excellent land it is Dby for
the largest and most valuable of any in
the Bay of San Francisco; and the gxoou
wild oats that grow to its vory summit in
carly spring, but ripened now, givo ox-
collent pasturago to stock of all kinds;
while the natural springs ab different’
points afford abundance of water at all \
sonsons. At tho present time thero are B
ahout 500 shoep ronming over its fertilo
hills. A largeportion of theland is sus-
coptible of cultivation for grain and vog-
ctubles,
Trom the mc\{lmustxlﬂo quarrios of
iy hard blue and brown sandstone that hero
' lqr\' abound, have heen taken nearly all of .
‘ ;; | | the stone used in the Toundations of tho
numorous buildings in San Francisco.—
The extensive fortifications nb Aloatraces .
Island, Fort Point, and other plnoes,have bx\btoueq
been faced with it; and the extensivo .  of thc 1

| "Hl
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a8 those within that are tacking now on
|v
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A : \l" 1“1\‘11' “ Government works at Mavo Island have : St rmla.
: \ LU ﬂll‘“‘ boen prmclpnlly built with stono from ' qudat
| :l\\h”‘ ,1“ L \'l\ thoso quarries, and many thonsands of of Sm I

i HH'["lh!Hi““l ,|! tons will yot bo required from the samo orodexf'o
" l\\' “‘\W“ﬂ‘] Aﬁ . sourco boforo tho fortifications nnd other of wnr ¢
i \\Hllh‘\]{,‘l] filsiraits Govornment works are compleled.  Clay the l iny
‘“ q}\\ il : is also found in abundance, and of an ox- over ’ho
l‘\\U\m \|| i l[ll f ' collent quality for making brioks, ' - causg) tl
| unhn“ M %h In 1856 this Island was surveyed by - safoty.
m\\ w“\\\ s tho U. S. Engincers, for tho purpose of - This |
\ \ \'\\ Dk [}} locating sites for two 24 gun Datterios, e morlic
! H\ \UH\\\“\\“ \\h\ which are in the line of fornﬂc'\tlors ro- old glar
,' i quired bofore our Bay nay pooconsidored . being ©

LENICIA, MARTINEZ, AND MONTE DIABLO, 108 fortificd. Thomostimportant of theso haviig
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SCENE AT THE JUNCTION OF OLD RIVER AND STEAMBOAT SLOUGIL
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s at Alontraces ‘ ‘ i
1or places,have batteries will be on the north-west point | Spanish navigators, In charts of recent LR
the extensivo. of the Island,and will command Raccoon | date howerver, it is sometimes called Mo- v
ro Island havo Straits; and until this is built, our Navy | late Island, butis now more gonerally ' ‘J
il stono from Yard at Maro Island, and evon tho city | known "as Red Rock, from its general ' "

. ‘thousands of
from the snmno
tions and othor
mploted. - Clay
o, and of an ox-
r hricks,

w surveyed by
the purpose of

oun bLattories, .

fortifications ro-
Ly bo considered
portant of thoso

of San Francisco itself cannot bo consid-
orod safo, as through these Straits ships
of war could onsily pass, if by means of
the heavy fog that so frequently hangs
over tho entrance to the bay, or other
cnuse, thoy onco passed Iort T'oint in
safety. Dut lot us pass on to Red Rock,

This singular looking island was for-
merly called Treasuro or Golden Rook in
old charts, from somo traditionary report
being ocirculated of some large treasure
having Leon onco carried there by carly

color.

Thero are soveral strata of rock, of
differont colors, if rock it can ho called,
one of which is very fine and resomblos .
an article sometimeos found upon a lady's
toilot-table—of course in earlicr days—
known as rouge-powder. Bosides this
there are scveral stratas of o species ve
clay or colored pigment, of from four to
twolve inches in thickness, and of vari-
ous colors, Upon tho beach numerous
small red pebbles, very much resombling

)
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cornelian, are found. There can bo but
little wondor it should be called * Red
Rack” by plain matter-of-fact people like
ourselves, Itis covered with wild oats
to its summit, on which is planted a
flag-staff and -cannon. Some four years

Woodiworth, took about half o dozen tame
rabbits over to it, from San Francisco,
and now there arc severnl hundred.
~As Mr. W., before becoming - a hene-
dict, made this his place of residence, he
partinily ‘graded its apparently inaceess-
iblo sides; and at different points planted
goveral ornamental trees, A small bach-
olor’s eabin stands noar the water's edge,
and as this affords the means of cooking
fish and' sundry other dishes, its owner
and & small party of frionds pay it an
occasional visit for fishing and goneral
recroation. Several sheep ronm ahout
on the island, and as they like rabbits
novor drink water, they do mot feel the
loss of that which nature has here failed
to supply. :
But on, on wo sail, and pass Maria
Island and also two low rocks called
the Two Sisters, and after shooting by
Point San Pablo, we enter the large bay

" of that name; charmed ns we are with

fine table and grazing lands on our right
at the foot of the Contra Costa rango of
hills,. : ‘

Just before entering the Straits of Car-
quinez, thatconnects the bays of San Pa-
blo and Suisun, on our left we got a
glimpso of the Government works at
“Mare Island, and the town of Vallojo; but
as we shall probably have something to

narrow channel becomes visible, he then
concludes that o fow, moments ago. he
ontertained n vory foolish idea. o
Now howover the boll of the steamboat
and a pdi'tcr“both‘ announce that we are

coming near Benicia, and that those who
intend disembarking - hero had- better
have their' baggoge and their tickeb in.
readiness. "Onoj_\_\.'ou‘l‘d‘ 'supﬁOSO';as “the

Tun “right into it,” but soon she inoves

cagerly seanning each  other, :to seo if

give the nod of recognition, or the cordial
waving of the hand. in friendly groeting,

two about this city. : .

_ Benicin was founded in the fall of 1847
by the late Thomas O, Larkin, and Ro-
land Semple (whowas also the originator
and editor of tho first Californin nows-
paper published ab Monterey, Aug. 15th,
1846, entitled * 7'he Californian,”) upon
land donated them for the purpose by
Gon, M. G. Vallgjo, and named in honor
of the General’s estimable lady. ‘

In 1848 & number of families' took up
their residenco here. During the fall of
that year a public school was established,
and which has been continued uninter-
ruptedly to the present, In the cosuing

unl pastor, to the present timo,

The peouliarly favorablo position of
Bonicia recommended it ot an enrly day
as a suitableplace for the general military

Lont nears the wharf that she isgoing to

gracefully ‘round and .is made fast;, .“.‘mt :
while those nshore and those aboard:are -

there is any fumiliar faco to which to

wo will tuke our scats“aud'sdy’ mword or

spring o Presbyterian church was organ- -
ized, and has continued under its origi- -

ly oxi
‘tary |
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sny about these points at somo future headquartersof tho U, S, upon thePacific.
time, wo will now tako o look at the | Boing aliko convenient of accoss both to
straits.. As the stranger approaches theso | the sea-hoard and intorior, and farenough
for tho first time, he makes up his mind | from the const to o secure agninst sud-
that tho vessel on which he stands is out | den assault in time of war, it was seon

1
§ of her course, and is cortainly running that no more favorable position could orn
i i towards a blaff, and will soon bo in trou- be selected, as adapted to all contingen- ors 1
Su ble if sho does not change her course, but | cies, These viows met the approval of ‘ ! o}ig
l g as he advances and the entranco to this | the General Government ; and according- © ‘ For
. f i
1
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visible, he then
oments ago he
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{ the steamboat
1o’ that we are
that those who'

> had: botter - -

made.. fast; but

hoso aboard ‘are
othor,” to- seo if -
to. which to

uondly éx"“e'bt_iri'g, _
d say a.word or

R the fall of 1847
arkin, and Ro-

o the originator .
alifornin news-
erey, Aug, 15th,
fornian,”) upon
tho, purpose by
named in honor

¢ lady.

umilies took up
iring the fall of
was established,

tmued'unint.or- ‘About one hundred men are now em-| * There are numerous other interesting ' :
In the ensuing ployed, under the superintouduncé of | places abount Benicia, one of which is tho {:
roh was organ- Capt I, D, Calender, in the construction | oxtensiveworksof the Pacific Mail Steam- ;
undor its origi- of an Arsenal 200 feet in length by 60 |ship Company, where all the ropairs to 4,
timo, feet in width, and three stories in height, | their vessels are made, conl deposited, i
o position of suitably provided with towers, loop-holes, | &e.,, &e. ‘ ‘ !
at an en_r]y doy windows, &c. Desides this a large cita-| In 1853 Bonicin was chosen the cnpitxﬂ ]
reneral military dolis in course of crection. $225,000|of the State by our peripatotic Logisla- i
1pon the Pacific. have already been approprinted to these | turo, and continued to hold that position &
I access both to works, and they will most probubly re-{for about a year, when it was taken to ! Fﬂ
, and far enough quire ns much moro beforo the wholo is| Snoramento, whero it still (for a wonder) v 13
ire against sud- completed, remaing, |
ar, it was seon Horo too aro ten highly and curiously Aud‘,tlnough last, by no means the least !
position could ornamented bronze cannon, six 8 pound-|important featuro of Benicin, is the wide- Sk
b all contingen- ers rm‘dfour4poumlurs,tlmtworob’rohght ly krown and deservedly flourishing o
tho approval of originally from cld Spain, and taken nt|boarding school for young ladies, tho ' [
and according- Yort Point during our war with Moxico. | Benicin seminary, under the charge of '
; }:
i\ N
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NOTES AND SKETCIIES ON THE BAY AND RIVER. 11

(U

YIEW FIVE MILES ABOVE STEAMBOAT SLOUGI.

ly extensive storchouses were built, mili-
tary posts established ; and arrangements
made for erecting here the principal ar-
senal on-the Pacific coast. o

" "There already are eroctod barracks for
the soldiers, and officers’ quarters; two
magazines capablo of holding from 6,000
t0 7,000 barrels of gun-powder of 100 Ibs.

each; two storehouses filled with gun- |

carriages, cannon, ball, and soveral hun-
dred stand of small arms, hesidos work-
shops, &ec.

Tho following names and- dates are in-

seribed on some of thom, bosides coats of

arms, &, ‘

“Soan Martin, Ano. D, 1684.”

% Poder, Ano, D, 1693.”
- “San Francisco, Ano, D. 1673.”
“San Domengo, Ano, D, 1679.”

% San Pedro, Ano. D, 1628.7 . .
As the Dbarracks are merely a depot
for tho roception and transmission of
troops, it is difficult to sny how many sol-
diers are quartered here at any ono time,
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‘Now York on - the Pacific; wo
arrive ab tho -west end. of &

arge, low tule flat lying be-
tween the San J onquin.and the

Island, and. here e enter. the
 Sncramento river. ThoMonto-

and o fow stuntedtrees on the
Jandscapo to - relievo: the -oyo

by contrast with the low tule
~gwamp, until wo appronch 'the

sito the mouth of tho *old Sac-

CHURCH ON THE TRIVERL, NINE MILES ABOVE ~raniento river,’” or.mor¢ prop-

STEAMBOAT SLOUGIL.

Miss Mary Atkins, founded in 1852, and
in which several young ladies havo taken

. gradunting honors,  Next to this is the

colleginte school for young gentlemon
under the superintendence of Mr. Flatt,
and which wasestablished in 1853, Next
to this is the .college of Notre Dame
for tho education of Catholic children.—

“Phese, united to the excellent sontiments

of the people, make Benicin & favorite
placo of residence for families.

Nearly opposite to Benicia and distant
only three miles is the pretty agricultural
village of Martinez, the county-seat of
Contra Costa county. A week among
the live-onks, gardens, and farms in and
around this lovely spot, will convince the
most skeptical that there are fow more
beautiful places in any part of the State,

orly spenking, the principal

branch of the stream.
This villago is just about half-way be-

fair to bo a placo of - some- importance
cventually, as arrangemeonts are now be-
ing mado to open & road past here, and

,thé obliging post-master. thore, wo are fa-
vored with the following table of distan-
cos :— ' ' N

From San Francisco to Benicia....30 Milea,
Benicin to New Yorkye weesenrang20 4
«  to mouth of San Joaquin,21 - ¢
«  {o mouth of Sac. River,...26
€ Monlezima, wiessarseesesnns 27
¢«  Lone Tree Island,ceeceeds20
c ot Pyin HoUSeS; eeeessnisvaner 32
t  Seven Mile Slonghyeeeesen39

A R0 Vistyiererseessereesenns 41
«  Mouth of old Sne. River, 42 ¢

A stoam forry boat runsncross the straits
botween this place and Benicin every
hour in the day. The Stockton boat
always touches here both going and retur-
ning. ‘ .

But now we must hurry on our way,as
tho steambont is by this timo passing tho
differont islands in the bay of Suisun,
pamed ns follows: —DProston TIsland,

¢«  Mouth Cachocreckslough,46 - ¢
log's Back,wsreeesseesssnr 48
¢t Beaver Sloughyeeiesiene b2
«  Mouth Steambont slough, 54 ¢
¢«  Mouth of Sutter slough,..04 ¢
«  Tlead of Sutter slongh...68 ¢
[one mile long.] -

“ Hend Steambont slough,

and junction with the main Sacra-

mento river, [5 mileslong] =~ 69 ¢

From Benicia to Randall’s Island - 61 ¢

King's, Simmons’, Davis’, Washington,
Knox’s and Jones’ Islands; and passing

[2 miles long.]
From Benicia to Sac. cityyeeee 90

Speramento, named ‘Sherman’s -

© guma hills scon- on our right,

: Joft, aro the only objoots in the

now and flourishing little sot-
tlement of Rio Vista, just.oppo- -

twoen Benicia and Sacramento, and bids

between Suisun and Vacea Valleys and -
Stockton. From Mr. C. A, Kirkpatrick,

« . Wood Island, [2 M. Long.J40 ¢ ‘
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THE LEVEE AT SACRAMENTO, FROM WASHINGTON, YOLO COUNTY. )
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s ahout five feet from the surface, and ot
the highest point cleven foot six inches.

~aro exactly at the same point every two

for two or three days ot cach low, tide, &
dotention of heavily freighted vesscls of | orate. doser
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As we have seen, six miles above Jthe
mouth of the old river is'the far famed
“ JTog's Back.” I'his ‘is formed by the | ¢
gettlingof the sedimentwhich comesdown,
coused by o widening of tho'stt-_émn_', and |
o *docronso in the fall of tho river, It
oxtonds for about three Lundred yords
in length; and at tho lowest stagg of water b

Boing affected by the tides, and’ as they

weeks, during the full season of tho yoar

By _this means she: has ‘ereated - Quito‘-t‘x
sn‘ug‘;littlb bgéixicss “for herself .and‘b"c‘- ‘
Am’no’aln"indiquhsublb,\"isitdr to the resi-
donts cn the xiver. 1 HESIARS

but we have -gossiped- 80 much’ by -the
way, that we have ot tho. space Joft -

Sucramento City is at . length in view,

o dovote to the subjcctjﬁvhiéh“wc‘ should

wish to give to o place holding the second
ronk on tho Pacific const,,@hd_ﬁdssésﬁng o
as many -objects O : our
sistor City of the Plains. Wo shall,there: -
fore, defor all remarks until gome fuburo
number, when we intend to give an clab--

£ interest ns docs our

iption of the’ ‘capital “of our ’

from one to four hours will thon take Goldon State,. - 7 o :

place. Porsons when descending ‘the
yivor, ns the steambout gonernlly leaves
Sucramento city at 2 o'clook, P, M., have
an opportunity of knowing when thoy
arrivo nt tho Iogs Back by sceing the
mast of o vessel with ‘tho lowoer cross-
troos upon it, and sometimes o portion of
hor, bulwagrks. "This vessel was named
the Charloston; and was { roighted prinei-
puly with quartz machiner , o _portion
of which being for the Gold il Quartz
Co., at Grass Valley, she had discharged,
but the owners of another and largor
portion of it ot being found, she was
returning with it to San Francisco, but
having stuck upon this sand bank at o
very low stage of the water, sho caveened
over and was swamped. Severalattempts
have since heen mude to tako out tho ma-
‘chinery, butas yeb it has defied all at-
tompts, and being filled with sand it will
bo o vory difficult task for any ome to
perform, and tho reward be buta poor
one, inasmuck as it cannot bo in any othor
¢han o spoiled condition from rust and
other causes. '

"Phero is n littlo steam scow called the
Gipsey, thot plies between the various
sanches and gardens on the river, and

" Sneramento city, taking vegetables, grain
flour &c., up to the city, and roturning

In conclusion, we'would sny to those

who wish to escape for o Drief season the
confinement of city life, and enjoy o sum-
mor’s ramble, we could ‘not recommend

o tour which can he made with so much
cnse, and is so genorally “caloulated to
please overy varioty of tastes; a8 o trip
on tho bay and rivor, 'Tho tourist who

dividaal desirous of beholding theunboun-
ded resources of our state, and the artist,
will ench find much to gratify the desires
which induced them to travel. -~

"Phe scenory as you steam up tho river
igin no slight degreo picturesque; “lord
and there, as you gurn with the sudden
windings of the stream, you come. u‘pon‘
the little boats of fishermon, and sloops,

wings of a sea-bird, waiting for the wind.

ave evorywhera soen along the shores.—
Cotinges half hidden among the drooping

haystaoks, orchards, and gardens, with
their product of squashos and cabbages
piled in huge heaps, give’ o cheerful do-
mostic character to the sceno. Thelaund-
soapo is diversified by tho gnarled onks,
with vines clinging about them for sup-

with groceries, dry goods, papors, Sic.—

¥

‘durk massos of mistleloe. . Fur away.the
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snow-oapped Slerras, withi ‘a black Dbelt

of pines at their base,” and nearer the|

mist-draped - Const Range, risc- on . the

'viow. Along the plaing aro hero and

thoro seen clumps of trees—a suro indi-
eation’ of water; and. occ‘monully the |-
“charred trunk of somo- blasted treo lifts
its bare branches towm-d heaven 'in soli-
tmy gl andeur. Dumnrr the scasons when

‘the i immenso tmcts of tulos which covor’

tho low lands are on fire, the conflagra-
“tion londs a wild and peculiar beauty to

the S}ccnes on the Bay and River.

LINES TO ——.

Talk as you will—think as you may

© Of human virtues, loves and graces,
The indices of human hearts

- Are rarely ever human faces;.
“And quite as hard to judge, T think,

“Is friendship by its oft inditing— -

“You cnnunot tell of human worth,

By any test of human writing

Bononth the men'ncst faee Tknow,

There throbs a heart of bittersadness,-
‘All seoming joy—all ronl woo—

Doep sorrow hid'neath smiles of gladness,
Aud . one who' doubts sweet friendship's

truth, ’

- And scouts atlove's fuir dream beguiling,
Will write in noblest praise of both,

As both were on lum ovor smiling!

I've seen tho mother's love destroyed, [ed,
‘Yor horswoet child onceloved and chevish-
I've soen the father's watchful care
Turnod into hate whenlove had perished ;
Tho sweetest fueudslupq I have known,
Con‘idmg, true, unselfish sceming,
* A slanderous word made bitterost scorn,
‘ Aud tnughitho henrtit was but dreaming,

There is one friendship—not of earth—

A boon to weary mortals given,
That ne'er forsakes in darkest hours,

And draws the'soul to God and heaven,

' This is # trua friendship "~be it thine,

Socure it now thh brave endeavor;
Its silkkion bands ot‘ love and truth
‘Not even death itself can aovor! ‘

TII]u GRAVL DIGGLRS

UVOLI« rmmvws smom’ '

BY G. 'l‘ 8.

You sco, brothor 'l‘om undI courtod
sisters, and thoro were no nicer gu'lq in
all ‘the village than’ IIotty and Nuuoy
Rice, who afterward became our wxves.
Isuny it who ought to know; ulthough it
may sound foolish for o man' to bo heard

praising his own kith and kin.

Woell, we had Dbeen' at Deacon Rice’s

sitting up with our girls—it was one Sun-
dny night in the month of Soptombor.
Ilow well Iremember it—just one of those

| nights that wo have after the full winds

sot in—the moon 'riding high, and the
wind coming in gusts, und driving tho
great heavy masses of whito clouds, look-
ing like snow drifts, over the whole {‘uw
o(' the sky.

Wo had stnrtod to go homne towethor—- ‘
1 I should think it must have been about

hnlf past one ‘o’clock—and we had to go

by the old burying ground on tho green; |

for.our houso lay just- bcyond Minister

Moore’s old stono parsonage. -We walk-

cd along by tho cast wall where the road

Ly, talking pretty briskly, and whistling -

to keep off bad thoughts, when suddenly,
Tom stopped and said, “Ralph, don’t you
seo somothing?. Look therel” pointing
towards the west end of the churchyard,
where anold yow treo stood near ‘tho

wall. I 'looked and saw some ohjoct ; but -

I could not tell what it was, - Just then
tho moon shono out, and I made it out to

be a lxol'so and wngon, stuudmg under

tho old yew.
Isnid to ’l‘om, “'T'his hodes no good
The grave dlggersaro about—that is their

| horse and wagon standing undor thoe old

yow, and they must be atwork somowhor
among tho graves,” o

Prosontl) wo thought we hom'd voices,
and-the sound of steps approaching, and

- | then we saw two men moving from the

ey
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" centro’ of tho churchyurd towards the old the. smnc mstunt 1.saw. Tom, the corpso, PIE .
ti‘cd’ atehed thmr movements. t.lln'ow hlxs arms ouu and clasp hxm mound ' ot
| g t.w NeCK.:.,- 2 :
- They pullcdout wiing looked to bo Dlan- | > Was nob- thora o scone? ~ Jack yolled‘
ket from’ tho“bottom' of - the' wagon; -we | liko o devil, ‘and straggled to froo himsolf
.auw thom wmp it m'ound the corpse—-wo Trom Tow’s. grasp, and:ati the; sumo time®
: ~know. it was such, for it was in' the shape the othct}' lf"“‘l""dw?k fo his heols dxmd' n 0
! , RN off".as;if he'had “heon, ‘possgssed y ‘ ne
\ ! . v:‘of o man: rmd dle<sedm \\lnto and thon | had. his hands 14111 {or tho" 10110\'1 w0 i
\a ‘ | : _they care{'ul}y ltud it away-in the bottom strong and, bmwny, and friond
‘ ’ TR ~.of tho:wagon. ! 'lhey then. \\'cnh us‘wc miteh.asheclungtol liim vxth one hund~ blj(}ttst
fio CU ol bupPOSed to.fillup the g g,ruvo. and pommclcd hun in:his'face’ ' It 1s ¢
I said to Tom, “don’b lot us let the ras- other. v N lém_n.
oals Lab1 14 “Atlast ke clcm'ed Timself of; _ hili ¥
‘ enls oscape. Lot us go and take that body took to' Lis hoels, with! Pom‘after him—he age t
- E xmd hide it under the slmdow of thcwull runnmn‘ 08 only o ‘man can’run: who has, .yhrce
' -and, 'l‘om mther you or I will tuko its | v doadl mxm clmsm‘ him, :close’ to: his in thte
. " nlace, ‘and they will find ¥ hen the heels. L LG
: Eomo’t‘mt the yh\u o rob “vlm ! y "?b - At ]ast 'l‘ m. camo back puﬂ'mg and _sameo
‘ Yy hve g ng gxmn 0 blowm;,hl\o a porpoise, and said; CRalph, ©.¢i out. t
deal with instead of a dond dne.” ) we have made n good nights: worl\ ofiit, and
" “Goodl" smd To om, “Rulph 'l be the Wo ‘have got o horse and wagon for om' - Th
~man to pluy that grme, - Nothmg I should | pwins.  Thaut- follow, won't o bk aguin, ° ‘ S“M(
’ v ‘ Iy 0
llke bettor, only lond mo your du'k-l\mfo and he 8w olcome ‘to depmt “uite tl}9 '*elr(n b
' rich maaling I gave | him, Rt ceml.
L go. that if worse comos to worso I can| " Wo got into thewngon and dtove homé, bujde:
i taLo care of myself? and nobody ever eamo to ask us where wo the C
' ‘ u])one » 1 repliod, | ‘and wo . crmvlod gob it, or how a man who had- just beon :ﬁo‘?}
1 nlonrr in tho shadow of thewa,ll (md eqme | 4UE out of his grm'ocoul(l run so fust unfl hord
{ : and fight so well, S - whet
, tothio old JOW., . SSESEN tho I
A - We ‘quickly got the body- out of thc SPRING.LIR‘DS. R aro,
! “wagon and laid it closo under thewallinf - . T » R'Il(l)‘nt
{ ~ the shade, and Tom wreapped himself.in| . Y L . ('OOD““' L clear
i - tho blanket and lnid himself in its place. chct birds of Spring ! from sunny ullmca, gran
A sound slcop to you,” I sid, “and rthrc orange-groves ave hlooming, . ment
! don b wul\e ap till b the bost time and \ou, have rcL}n'ned your notes und 1'}})1:105 - the 1
; ” With silver thronts resumingi— o e their
place.” -1 then hastened and 5001'0t°d Rut when shall she, whose every: stmm deo o Th
i _mysel{ in the shadow of tho wall, You emulated, come again? ot G § - abovd
! - Presontly Isaw, tho men uppronchmb. When Autumu woodsare ﬁ'mgcd With gold B ‘('i“"“
' Thoy hiad shovels on their shoulders, and \‘\‘"d \““““‘; “"]“dsrwm'o ]Sl‘&‘;‘“"la': ‘ tl?;nr’)
) A And you your tender farewells told ’
“wero on w fast trot, stopping lightly as)’ While ferns and flowers were dying, ped
A ; they wercable among tho .thick brush | She bade us all o fond adien,: =500 amyl
wood. ~ They went directly. towards ‘the And went awny, sweet birds, with you lul{o
Rty U v ATt
mwon, and I heard ‘one of them 80y, | The lark is piping to {he sun, . gomd
_“Jaok, this body- is too long to ride here |. . The linnet loudly singing, . to tl
~ i the bottom; yoir will have to lift it-up, N"{ nolsy juy hias just begun forni
“while I drive; and we will ride with it ‘o set the woodland ringingi— ance
Letw Look. I havo: br 'Bnt, sho no more shall walke the lxy the.
ciw 0(«“ us. Look, I have: brought my Chat ushered in the goldeu duy - Biwe
: l -old-hat, in case it should he necded. Put Mount wp, swoet lark! ab ) k whid
; ; , sweet larkl a ove txos 1ca -
| L it on lis hend and sothim up. It is cloudy Boyand the ken of mortals, - had
- . you lmow, and nobody will nustrust” -| And eateh the morning melodlos A TUNE S two
. ‘ ~I saw them 1ife Com up, and the one he 'l‘lTlmlt) "°‘“‘t”“'““{4l‘ Glory’s portals; .‘ c ;?:h
’ wen bring to me hier new-born lu ar ) .
- called Juok,put tho hat on his houd At ‘\udl wall wipe cach toar awny. oA N . ; seeti
. e Mon
| i
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ho corpse;.
ound - - “F

TIIE GREAT CONDOR OF CALI-
- JORNIA, ‘

Y ALEXANDER 8. TAYLOR,

(C’ontiﬁual from page 543.)
Ono of theso hirds, killed a fow days
ago in Carmel bay, near Monterey, o

friend informs me, measured, including

Dreast, eleven feet {rom tip to tip of wing,
It is even possible that the oldest birds
appronch in dimensions the Condor of
Chili and Peru, It is not known to what
age thoy attnin, Probably there are
three or four specicsof the Sarcoramphus,
in the territories beforedesignated, which
hunters have confounded as being the
sume bird, The Condors range through-
out the Sierra Nevada, and the Tulure
and Sacramento plains, ‘
The historian of Scbastian Vizcaino's

California Voyage, in doseribing thecoun-
yage, g

try and animals aronnd Monteroy, in De-
comber, 16092, mentions, wnong other
birds, the Vulture—doubtless meaning
the Condor. Thisexpedition disembarked
at Monterey beach, and encamped, with
their sick erews, under an encinal of onks,
where o small stream comes down from
the Redoubt hill.  Several of these onks
are still standing, but the great encinal,
which covered the beautiful slopes of
Monterey at that tinte, has been mostly
cleared off' for firotvoad. . On one of the
granite masses on the site of thiy encamp-
ment, may still ho seen the holes made in
the rocks by the Indians, for pounding
their acorns and grass scods,

"T'he sito of this town, nccording to the
above authority, was ronmed over by an
astonishing variety of the animal king-
dom, most of which are recognizable at
the present dny. As the expodition stop-
ped on land nearly o month, they had
ample time and opportunity to make care-
ful obseryations,

[n the foregoing notos of the writer,
somo mistnkes have oceurred in reforenco
to tho fomalo of the Sarcormmnphus Cali-
forninnus, from their infrequent appear-
ance during our former observations, On
the 20th July, 1855, one of the female
hirds wasshot near the beach of our town,
which was tho first instance wherein we
had the opportunity of comparing the
two sexes together, from specimens killed
within our own direct knowledge, The
sex of the bird was ascortained by dis-
scetion, by our friend, Dr, J, L, Ord, of
Monterey, :

i
»-u.ylrv‘r\\,_.:,_‘ﬁ)u )
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The femnle has vory distinet oxterior
foatures from those of the male bird, It
appoars in flying to be cqnsulembly lar-
ger than the male, yot this one weighed
90 1bs., which is theusunl weight of the
other sex, ng ascertained from {iy'c speci-
mens. 'Phie entire upper cxterior of the
fomale is of a dusky, brownish-black plu-
mage and hue, Tho wings have o trian-
gualar white band underneath, which band
is mottled with blackish-hrown spots, 1m-
mediately over the wing bones; the \\:luto
band is five inches broad at mid-wing;
the feathers noxt to the shoulder-joint
(pin feathers of wing near to tho breast)
are six in number, dashed blackish near
the roats, and of a light salmon color to
the onds, and are ten inches long.  Ono
of the wings mensures four fect three
inchos long, by eighteen inches hrond in
the middle ; it has seven outer wing fenth-
ovs, the largest of which is two feet long.
It has no exterior band of white fonthers
or white tips to the wings,as in the mal
bird, ‘ ‘

The upper plumage of the back, tail
and wings, is of shining, dusky brownish
Dluck ; that of the hreast and belly is of
o lighter cast, similar to those of the
male, DBesides the sevon long wing feath-
ors, it has twenty-six inner onos on each
wing, Thetail fenthers are fifteon inches
long, and in number fwelve. From tho
outer or elbow wing joint, to end of wing
feathers, is two feot and seven inches.
From the heak to extremity of tail feath-
ors, it monsuves four feet ; from soeket of
the neck on back to the vent, it is fifteen
inches long, The cireumference of the
}‘)ody and wings folded in, is about five

eot.

The color of tho bill and beak is of
blackish horny brown'color; their shape,
size and other features, exclusiveof color,
is sume as in the male bird ; the nostrils
are oval and go through and through,
(% e., you can sea daylight through them, )
and one-halfan inch long by § inch broad,
and situated nearly half~way hetween the
eyes and end of the beak; the nasal
groovo or ling, hut slightly defined, and
about one inch in length from nostrils,
and does not extend more than half-way
to end of heak. Tho tongue and inside
of mouth is similar to that of the male,
and likewise colored yollowish, 'L'he
tonguoe of both birds is sorrated sharply
downwards towards the gullet, while the
;oof. of the mouth has hiard spinous points
inclining the opposite direstion; which
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“enable the birds to bring their deglutini-
zing and masticating powers into tanme-
diale offect, 08 the food is thus quickly
passed into the digestive organs, in the
state of o comminuted, pulpy mass, like
the *“thrice chawed sgjer” ol n sailor; on
ghort allowanee of “tolncco.’ S

Tts head und neck is of a curious dusky,
~copperish-olive, blackish-brown color,and
coverad with o thick, furry down, or
featherets of same color, looking like the
nap of an old hat, This is continued
down the neck to near its haso, Thehend
is six inches long, by two anda haltinchos
preadth and dopth,’ Tho skin imme-
diately at huse of bill is bare of down, a8

it is- also avound the eyes, which have a

yellowish-olive eirelo enclosing - the lids.
Phe iris of the oyois of & groyish pink.
e neck, from basoe of head to connection
at tho back bone, is thirteon incheslong,
and two and a half inches in diameter.
'ho thigh, (as in the male,) is covered
with feathers to knee-joint, and is two
inches thicknear the body—the legs from
thigh-joint to end of too nails are ninoteen

inches long—from kneesjoint to end of

claws, ton inches; front of legs helow
knee, covered with scales colored bluck-

ish, with yollowish rings; under parts of

dirty yellow; the 100t 18 six inches long;
foot when spreud radintes about 34 inches
and thickly corrugated on its lower sur-
face. Uppor part of toes is blnckish ;
claws Dblack, and never sharpin cither
sox. 'Lho fenturesare similar in size and
proportions to that of the mule bird, only
u listle lnrger. .
~ "he cireumicronce of the body across
the hreast and inside of the wings, with
tho fonthers on,is twenty-five inches ; the
game purts of the bird when -skinned
mousure twenty-two inches ; around the
longth of the first wing bone (of the skele-
ton) is thirteon inches long, and half an
inch in dinmeter; the vertobrwo of the

nock (skoloton) is seventeen and o hadf

inches long, and onound a hall inches in
dinmeter, L'he hewd ncross the crown
mensures ten inches in circumference,
"The entire skeleton of the animal, when
well dried, weighs only three pounds
avoirdupois. The bones of the thigh are
one-sixteenth of an ineh thick; and tho
honos have vory little marrow, but are
well braced up ‘with -bhony spokes.  Tho
Donos of the legs und wings are as hard
asivory, but vory light. Tho fomale bird
doseribed had but little of the musky
bright yellow fat, over tho broast andover

lower entrails, as was found in the male:

We have never scen, in any work on
California, orits naturalhistory, adosorip-
tion of the female hird above described,
and it scems thab it had not Deen horetu-
foro delineated in any work of a populur
chareter. 16 is not as often seen ns the
male—twenty of .the latter may hein
sight, with only two or three of the oppo-
site sex. 'Lhe’same featuro ohtaing in

ghese parts with tho Cathartes or Zopi-

Jotes of this countiy, which aléo havo o
black head for thioteninle b'i.rd, wlhile the
head of the maleis of . hright red...’

“"Many of the Condors mako their nests

in the'ligh mountains cast and south’ of
the Carmolo Vallgy, and also near Santn

Orus, and in the Sunta Lucin Range,

where they may be seei ab all seasons of
the year, but in greater numbers {rom

July to November. - T'hese huge crontures

may often be. scon fighting each other,
over u carcase on the beach wenorally
striking with their outstretched wings,
and running along the’ ground Jike the
common turkey huzzard, with the ‘dolo-
rous looks of w feathored Muggins,
"1t is found cxtremely difficult- to pre-
sorve tho colors of either bird, (of the
head and neek,) s thoy exist: in nature,
In dried specimens, tho bright lamon eolor
of the head of the malo is lost ‘after o
weok’s keeping, o '
The Culifornin Condor, may thereforo
be deseribed generally us lollows:
Male : With bright_ycllow head and

upper neek. Female: “With dark copper- .

ish-olive neek und head, covored with
feathery down on head nnd most of tho
neek ; plumage brown black; hoth birds
about ‘same weight ;- female appearing
considerably larger than tho male,

T'he following are somo new facts from
a male specimen shot negr Montorey, in
July, 1853, by one of our riends, which
mensured cight feet across the wings and
breast, and weighed over 201bs. - On dis-
scoting the unimal, it wos found to have
an immense development of the intornal
viscern. 'The stomach contained first
meat, and wuseles with the shell on—the
shells in o half digested stato; it held on
measurenient kaly « gullon of water—
It has two gizzards, the upper one small
as o chicken’s, but the Jower and larger
one fouir timos the size of the first.  The
large gizzard hus o vory singular u{)pen-
dago of a bunch of long, stitl bristles on
the inside, mingled with hard warty ox-
croscences, 'T'ho iuside of this giuzard is

~of ahitalsy
wus‘;j‘n.‘«,o
Sa

sissippi Lo §

seribefisin

trade; ir{o!
[ [
Missionpf

ranchodin
L .\,

ago, the.

. }) ain,

10U86,°0

oleaned
viscora}l:x
skeloton,
“The gun
which th

practiced




[INE:

s was-found in t) male,

nntural history, adesorip.

le bird above' deserihe] -

L1t has not Leen hrey,,

1 any work of o popular

not as often scen ag thy -

the latter may ho: iy
Woor three of the oppo.
e’ feature obtaing iy - -

the Cathartes o Jopi- "

btry, which ‘also haye g -
¢ teniale bird, while the
is of o hright red, =
mdors make theéir nosts

taing ‘east and south of . .

v, and also near Santy
b ‘Santa. Lucia ‘Range,
¢'seen at all seasons of
greater numbers from
These hugo ereatures
n fighting each other, -
‘tho-beach; generally
ir outstrotched wings,
@ the grouud like the
uzzard, with the dolo-
thered Muggins, .

mely difioult to pre- . |

yI" either hird, (of the
s they exist in nature.

,the bright lemou color

¢ male 18 lost after o

(ioh’dor, | mﬁy timroib’ré_ -
ally as follows : .
ight yellow head and

le: With dark copper- . §

d head, covered with

hoad and most of the

own black; both birds
155 femnle appearing
r than the male;
¢ some new facts from
hot neyr Monterey, in

of our friends, which -

' across the wings and

B over 20 1bs.  Ondis-
|, it was found to have
»pment of the internal
mach - contained first
with the shell on—tho

ostedl stato; it heldon  E

u gallon of wa(cr.—-l

5, tho upper one smal
the lower and larger

sizo of ‘tho first. Tho -
very singular appen-

i long, stiff bristles on.

Jd with hard warty 0%

nside of this gizzard i : .:

' seen, in'any work on b

- IMIE GREAT CONDOR OF CALIFORNIA. 19

lined very roughly after the fushion of
eoarso sund paper,  Ihe gub is six feet
long; heart, liver, Tangs and gall blud-
cor, sumo size s those of A young pig,
Tho largo grizzard was filled with tho linir
of animals“which tho bird had cnten, and
was about tho eapnoity of four fluid
ounces, I'ho whole of these viscers had
an abominablo smell of inusk, The meut
of the animal though, is of o bright arte-
rinl ved, and of very fino grain,

Duving the oarly part of the present
month, (July,) latgo quantitios of sen
lions have been kifled on the southern
cousts for the oil; tho curensses of those
animals on' tho honel may bo seen at
timos surroundod by hundroeds of the Con-
dor, A friend of ours informed us that
hio saw o fow days a0, ns many as three
hundred of theso  creatures nonr such
feeding ground, within the distance of a
league, " o

The voracity of theso hirds is astonish-

Jing; and is always noticed by ohserving

travelers in Culifornin and the north .
cific countries.  'his fonturo of its chaw
aeter was noted by Lewis and Clark, the
first American travelors from the Mis-
sissippi to the westorn Ogonn, They de-
seribe nsimilar species of the Vulturidw,
A friond of ours ongaged in tho cattle

“trade, informs us, that in going from the

Mission of Santa Clara towards San Fran-
cisco, in 1850, he acoidontally dropped o
quarter of fiut heof from his enst, while o
number of the Condor were in s ght. On
discovering his loss, nftor o fow minutes,
he turned Dack and observed the Condor
in numbers which he ostimated nt over
three hundred, hovoring over and near
his lost heof, On coming up with it, ho
was surprised to find that tho fat and kid-
noys of tho quarter, with all the innor
moat, had been complotely cleancd off the
bones, and the picce had lost more than
half its weight.

A large grizzly boing killed on the Sur
rancho, in this coun ty, somo fifteen years
ago, the Vaquero left tho bear on the
Plniu, near the sen shore, to roturn to the
ouse, about three milos off) for nssist-
ance to skin the animal. Bofore the
hordsmen arrived back, which was in
about two lours, o flock of Condors had
cleaned the entire cavcaso of its flesh and
viscorn, leaving nothing but tho skin and
skeloton,

The same oustom of capture and sport,
which the foregoing writors mention ns
practiced in Peru and Chili, was followed

in places by the Rancheros and Yaquoros
of Californin, with the Condors of the
country, and may even to this day, A
Vaquoro gots into the insido ¢f a fresh
hide, with tho carcase of the recently
killed animal near by, and boing armed
with o covering over the hand, scizes the
hird by the foot, whilst he is partly
gorgod 5 or he sets the nooso of o lnsso of
small hide ropo, with a choice tit-bit in
the contre, and as soon as tho Condor
“puts his foot in it,” the enomy hauls his
trap in quickly, «nd immedintely gots
purchasn around some stiok, or the heasts
oms ; the botter to sceuro his prizo from
oseaping, or from its attacking any in-
cautious looker-on, with its formidable
beak and wings, “he Rancheros some-
times pit them against heurs and dogs, or
turn asmall enclosure into an extempore
cock-pit, with engles for combutants, We
havo never had the opportunity of wit-
gessing any of theso fights botweon the
Ornithological Gladintors, ‘

It will’ bo seen that the descrip-
tion of tho Coudor of South Amorien,
agroes vory materially with the desorip-
tion wo have made of the Condor of Cyl-
ifornin, Tt is probable that our spocics
of this family, is also found in parts of
Mexico, and Contral and South Amorica,
whero it has been confounded with the
larger hird which has so long been the
marvellous wonder of travelers,but which
notone of them,within tho narrow hounds
of our literary reconnoissance, huve as yot
thoroughly and clearly depicted a8 to
Jexes, or as to species, It iy highly prob-
able that the Peruvian Condor is also an
occasionnl visitor of the nrid districts,
and the consts of the Pacific south of
Santa Barbara and to Acapuleo, and
eastward to the Tulare country and Tijon
Pass, and as Charles Bonaparto suggoests,
also to the tablo lands of Moxicy and
Central Amoricn, The species which ig
asserled to bo found near Loy Angelos,
and has o cnranclo on the head, is said
to be considerably larger than the ono wo
attompt to dolinoate, Wo have never
beon able to procure a specimen, and gon-
clude there must be some mistake about
it

A fow days ago wo gob within ahout
seventy yards of & number of the male
and fomale Condor. ' They woro foeding
on the oarcaso of a whale on the seq
shore, and must have heen gorged, as weo
could mako out every outer fouture of
hoth soxes with distinotnoss, oxcept that
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the color of the hcud and neck of the
male appeared of an orange color instead

~of abright lemon, Whenitis dend, itis

certninly of the latter color, hut it very

“soon fades, nnd the color is searcely pro-

servable in specimens dried, The {female
appeared when stunding upright, ag por-
fectly Dlack : glossy brown black ns the
black cat of the necromantic alchemist
Dr, Wotamahollum—I{rom the beak to
the end of his tail feathers he was in
somhre mourning, We got within thirty

‘yurds of the malo, but ho kept his posi-

tion on q pine treo hard by, without mo-
ving more than higshead in great anxiety

e appeared ineapablo of flight, After

exumining him very carefully, we left
him to enjoy lis gluttonous dignity. All
the noise we made tramping around

in the bushes and dry sticks was not suf-

liciont to frighten him from his roost,
They are usunlly exceedingly scarey of
travelers and intruders, Somotimes they
make o smothered and squeaking noiso
or hiss, but they aro generally mute,
"The color of the iris of the eye, may be
influenced, (like the neck skin of the male
of o bright orange, and then of & very
light orange or lemon,) from its being
gorged with its comminuted flesh food,
which must send the blood flushing into

“all its extremities—or when it is empty,

or fnmishing of food.

Dr. Canfield, o resident of our town,
tells me that during his sojourn in the
mountnins of ourcounty on the line of the
San Benito river, he has scen asmany as
one hundred and fifty condors at one time
and place, in the vicinity of antelopes heo

“had kitted,—~he invariably observed that

they sighted their prey, or first came to
#he ‘earcese from the leeward ; he hasoften

‘noted this feature of its habits during his

camp lifo there of some three yeurs dura-
tion, 'TheCondors and Turkey Buzzards
often feed together over the snme carcnse,
and genernlly insuch cases do some fight-
ing und biting—thoy may  sometimes he
scen soaring and cireling together in the
air. Dr, S, Haley, who has traveloed o
great deal in Nicaragun and Wostern
Mexico,on the Pacific,to Panama, informs
me that the Californin Condor is feund in
all thuse countries. ‘

In January, 1858, alarge Condor was
killed by Mr. S, B. Wright, ncar St. Hel-

“ony, in Naps County, whilo flying oft

with a nine pound hare it had killed,
T'ho bird measured fourteen feet from tip
to tip of wings, The Alfa hus one of the

tail feathers in its office, that measures
twenty-six inches in length. This is the
largest speeimen I have yeb heard of and
must have been o very old bird, [See .
« Alta Calif.” p., 8, Jany. 1868.] -

A male bird was killed near “the Car-
mel Quarries last year by one of our ans who.y
{»iends,which measured twelve feet acrogs . “deponde:
the wings, and we_have clsewhere noted presenge g
one mensuring cloven feet. . o isi

The Condor is often killed by feeding

“(?“Y BO, ¢

on animals, such as bearsand enttle,when On the'u;
poisoned with Strichnine by the Ranch- fish inteu
eros—the poisoned meat kills them read- * deposites

ily. The rancheros have very little fear of _treg
in Californin of their depredations on
young caltle and stock, though it has
been known within my knowledge for
five ov six Condors to attack n young calf; -
separate it from its mother, and kill it;
the Californians also’ say they are often
known to kill lambs, hares and rabbits.
But the cattle owners here have no such
drend of them as the laciendados of
Chili havo of the Southern Condor.”
We think continued observations on
these two species of Condor, will prove,
that their natural food is dead meat or
fish, or wounded animals they kill; but
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thrown around their habitations. It as-
sociates “with: Catharles Crusn, but is
casily distinguished from that speeies in
flight, both by its greater sizo, and the
moro abrupt curvature of its wing, ( ox-
actly so,- asobserved in Culifornia, Indi-
ans whose obsorvations may generally he
depended upon, say that it ascertuins the
presence of food solely by ils power of
vision, thus corroborating your own ro-
marks on the Vulture tribo generally.
On the upper waters of the Columbin the
fish intended for winter store aro usually
deposited in huts made of the hranches
of trecs interlaced. I have frequently
seon the Ravens nttompt to cffecta lodge-
ment in these deposits, but have never

. known the Vulture, although numerous

in the vicinity, to be engnged this way.
I haye never seen the eggs of! the Califor-
nia Vulture. TheIndians of the Colum-
bin, sy that it breods on the ground,
fixing its nest in swamps under the pine
forests, chiefly in the Alpine country.

- I'he Willamet Mountains, 70 or 80 miles

south of the Columbin, are said to bo its
favorite plnces of resort. 1t isscen on
tho Columbin only in summer, appearing
about the 1st of June, and returning prob-

ubly to the Mountaing nbout the end of

August. . Itis particularly attnched to
the vicinity of cascades und fulls, being
attracted by the great number of dead
salmon. Phither therefore resort all the
unelean birds of the country—the Vul-
tures, Turkey Buuznrds and Ravens,.~—
The Californin Vultures cannot however,
be called a plentiful species, as oven in
tho situations mentioned it is rave to see
more than two or threo ata time, and
those so shy as not_to allow an appronch
to within one hundred yards, unless by
steatagem, Although 1 have frequently
seen this bird, I have never heard it ut-
tor any sound. Tho eggs I have never
scon, nor have I hadany aceount of them
that I could depend upon:  The color of
the eyo is dark hazel—Ihave nover heard
of their attacking living animals, Their
food while on the Columbin ¢ fish,almost
exclusively, as this food is always found

shore—the stately walk thon degencratos
into o clumsy’ sort of hopping canter,
which is anything but graceful. “When
ahout to rise, they always hop orrun for-
soveral yards, in order to give an impe-
tus to their heavy hodys in this respoct
resembling the Condor of South Americn
whoso well known habit, enables it to bo
casily tnken in o pen by the Spaninrd—
o plan I'shall try, if T ever return to the
Columbin, ns I am satisfied it would be
successful.”’: .

~ Audubon continues, “Mr. David Doug-
las has published the following account
in the 4th vol, of the Tondon Zoological
Journal. ‘The length of this bird is 50
inchos ; the measure around the body 40
inchos; weight 25 to 36 1bs,, [probably
old birds after gorging—A. S. T, 1850]
benk 3} inches long, of bright glossy yel-
low—head 9 inches round, deep orange,
with n fow short scattered fonthers on
the forepartof the benk—Iris pale rod,
pupil light green—neck 11 inches long,
9 inches round, of a changeable color, -
brownish yellow with blue tints—body
94 inches long, black or slightly brown.
Collar and breast feathers, lanceolute,
decomposod, white on the outside near
tho pomnts. Quills 34, the third longest
—oxtent between the tips of the wings,
9 foot 8 inches—undor covorts white—
upper coverts whito at the points. Tarsi
4 §th inches long, bluish black, eclaws
black, blunt, having little curvature.—
"Pail of fourteen feathers [we' could only
find 12—A, 8, "I.]—squareat tho onds
and 15 inches long. In plumage both
sexes are alike : in sizo the female 18 some-
what larger!  [Douglas is incorrect about
the plumage—the color of head, neck and

plumage appearance of' the fomale, are

very evident in diffevence from thoso of
the male bird—A. S, 1. 1860.] ‘

“Phese gigantio birds which represent
the Condor in the northern hemisphere,
are common along the const of California
but are nerer scen (A, S, L)) heyond the
woody parts of the country. 1 have met
with thom ns far to the north as 49° N,
Lat., in the summer and autumn months,
but nowhere so abundant as between the
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-grass, in every wag similar to that of the

Kngle tribe, hut more slovenly construc-
ted, - The same pair resorts for several
yoars to the snme nost, hestowing little

‘troublo or attention in ropaiving it—

Egas two, nearly sphovical, about the
size of n gooseoge, nnd jet black (AL S, T.)
Period of incubation 29 or 31days—they
hateh generally about the first of June,
Tho young aro covered with thick white-
ish down and nro incapable of leaving
the nest until the fifth or sixth woek.
Tood, earrion, dead fish, or other dead

animal matter. In no instance will they |

attack any living animal unless wounded
and unable to walk, - Their senses of

-smelling nnd seoing ave remarkably keen,
In searching for prey they soar to o very |

great altitude, and when thoy discover a
wounded deor or other animal they follow
its track, and whon it sinks precipitately
descend on their objoct.  Although only
one is at first scen oceupying the envense,
fow minutes clapse bofure the prey is
surrounded by grent numbers, and it is
then devoured to a skoleton within an
hour even, though it be one of the larger
animals, as the Elk or horse. Their vo-
racity is almost unsatiable, and they are
extromely ungencrous, suffering no other
animal to approack them while feeding,
Aftereating they become so sluggish and
indolent as to remain in the'snme place
until urged by hungor to go in quest of
another repast. * At such times they
poreh on deeayed trees with their head
g0 much retraoted as to bo with diffienl-
ty observed through the long, luose feath-
ers of the collar——tho wings at the same
time hang down over the feet. This posi-
tion they invariably preserve in dewy

‘mornings or after the rains, Txeept after

eating or while k)rotecting their nost, they
are 8o oxcessivoly wary, that tho hunter
can searcely oven approach sufliciently
near even for huckshot to takeeflect upon
them, the fullness of the plumage affor-
ding them o doublo chance of eseaping
uninjured.  Their flight is slow, steady,
and particalarly graceful ; gliding along
with seareely any apparont motion of the
wings, the tips of which ave curved up-
oard in flying,  Preeceding hurrieanes,
or thunder storms, they are seen most
aumorous and soar the highest, The
quills aro used by hunters as itubes for
tohacco pipes. . Specimens, male and fe-

‘male, of this traly interesting hird which

I shot (about 1827,) in Tat, 45° 307 157
—Loug, 122° 3 1277 were lately prosens

. Lo Ly
B T e bk S

tod to the . London Zoologicnl Society, in
whose Museum they ave now.carefully
deposited.” . R

T [ Concluded in our next.]

TIHOUGH ABSENT, YET NEAR.® -
CBY W, D, o
Though far apart, we still are near,
_Through that most sacred tie,. .
A hliss, o memory ever dear, : ‘
Alove that cannot die; .-~
~ My thoughts tend over to thy home,
And from that distant shrine, -
A voice T hear whero'er T roam,
‘TResponding unto m“i‘no.

What bliss filled up the eircling bhours, -
‘When thee I fondly prest, i
Within Love's fragrant roscuto bowers,”
Unto my raptured brenst ; : ‘
A rapture thrilling, ever dear,
From thatlow whispered vow, )
Which through all time still echoing clear
Is all triumphant now,

- Then let our true and constant faith,
- By grief and absence tried, -

Ever unchanging unto death,
Within our hearts nbide;

And it upon the shores of Time,
"Tis not our fute Lo meet,-—

We shall in Heaven's eternal clime,:
With purer joys replete,

Ewory's Iar, Frazer River, B, €., \
’ June, 1859,

OUR TTIOUGIITS.

BY LUNA.

Pon———

Thoughts might be called the light-
nings of the mind, for, when loft to pas-
sion’s impetuons sway, they are asun-
governableand destructiveastheunchain-
ed thunder-holt, but when broughtundor
the control of reuson, become as the
cleetric telegraph, flashing forth intolli-
gonce to every part of the earth.
~ From thoughts arise convictions, and
from convictions principles ave formed,
and these prodnco actions, the result of
which is happiness or misery, in prepor-
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. OUBR THOUGHTS.: -

tion ag truth:or error, good or ovil pre-

.dominated in their incipient stages of

thought, Much thercfore depends upon
right thinkingas heing the original source
of every erimo and every virtue.

* Sinco man has hecome free to.think for
himself upon every subject,many theorios
have been advanced for the improvement
and tho amelioration of the human race
80 m'uch go, thatthis hasheen called, “an
nge of theorics,” And, why isit? Be-
causo - those who have exercised their
rensoning : powers have come to the logi-
cnl conclusion that minds of like abilities
and facultics of observation and the same
powers of mveshgntmn havo equal chan-
cos of knowing what is truth, . The con-
soquence is, many minds are opon to
conviction and can diseern between truth
and orror; yet, ave not fully persuaded
upon the most momentous subject . of all;
tho immortal destiny of man; and all

~thoughts or actions, not having this glo-

rious- end- in view, are like trecs' that
blossom, but bear no {ruit, .

"o the close observer, thera is much
food ‘for : thought, sinco he finds that o
knowledge of books doos not make him

" acquainted with mon, and that which is

called theft, whon applied to the poor, is
called by a much milder term when ap-

plied to tho. rich, and that those who
boast of their. virtuous principles have

often less fear of God than of tho'eyes of
tho world ; and he seces many trodden
down into tho depths of vice and dogra-
dation, for less sing and follies than in
othors are only looked upon as'mero pec-
adilloes,. -

The mind is bewildered by tho inoon-
gruitios met with on every hand, and it
is only aftor much refloction, that just
conclusions ‘oan be formed of what is
right, and what is wrong: and, were it
not for the light of rovelation, man nover
would have beon able to have solved tho
gront mystery of life,

It is in tho seorot chawbors of *houn‘ht

tlmt spmt holds communion with spirit;
and here, nature speaks to the soul in the
unwritton language of harmony. Sweet

companions of solitude are plcnsnnb‘
thoughts; they seem to lead us insensi-

bly to the very fountain of goodness, and

to “lift tho ‘shadows from™ our waked
spu'lts,” and reveal to us the secret work-
ings of Naturo’s oternal laws, until wo
fool s if standing in the unvoiled pres-
enco of the Infinite.

Evil thoughts should never be admit-
ted into this sanctuary of the mind,andnot
allowed to deseerate this inmer temple
where God may dwell. *

But cultivate beautiful,loving thoughts,
which shall be o living fountain of joy
forover, filling with gladness the henrts
of all who come within its influence.

Thoughts are immortal, they willnever
die, and wo shall meet them again upon
oternity’s far off shore, either as forming
part in the great anthem of universal
harmony, or, as part of that unholy dis-
cord which can never enter Ileaven,

‘When man shall have put on charity,
tho highest attributo ‘of his nature, then

will it be proclaimed asthe end of human

pecfection that he  thinketh no evil. ”

'THE SAILOR BOY'S DEATIL

BY A m-:w' com'umu'ron.

“La) nio to rest in the ocean wave,
It has been my home, let it be my grave;
Let the restless surges with solemn roar,
Peal my funeral dirges forevermore.
My spirit has ever been wild and free,
Bury mo deep in the chainless sen.”
“Raise me up on deek,” the suflferer said, .
Rough forms stood round his dying bed—"
VPake my parting words and my last farewell
To the home where my brother and sister
dwell,

Toll my younger brothor, a noble youth,
With an open brow and a heart of truth,
That my dying blessing rests on his head,
o must take tho place of his brother dead ;

S mons g et
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Let him be like me, a sailor free,’
And seek his home on the deep blue sen.

My little sister, whose eyes of blue,
Reveal tho depths of her soul to view, [tears,
She will mingle her own with my mother's
May God watch over her innocent years:

Thore is another,” his voice waslow, [slow,
His eye grew dim and his pulse throbbed
“Phere is anothor, whose gentle eye, [bye,’
Was dimmed with tears, as-she said ‘good
¢ My mother, my mother,” he said no more,
The voyage of the sailor youth was o'er.

As the sun rose up from tho placid sen,

" Reposing in bright tranquility,
A prayer Wi breathed, a service read,
O'er tho shrouded form of the sailor dead,~
A sullen sound of the parting wave,
He sank consigned to an ocean grave,

THE MANIAC,
A True Slor y of San Francisco in 1849,

BY WILLIAM D. C,

—

On the 4th day of June, eighteen hun- | 1
dred and forty-nine, I arrived in tho bay
of San Francisco, and landed somewherein
the vicinity of Jackson street wharf, and
proceeded from there to the corner of
Kearny and Jackson ‘streots to a small
place then called an “Ilotel.” If you
were here, then, reader, you can remems-
ber that tho water came mearly up to
Kearny streot,so that I had not farto walk
or to have my baggngetaken; but, short
ns was the distance, tho man that had
my luggage in charge only nsked twenty
dollars for the trouble, and remarked
that ho considered that very cheap—well,
it was chenp.  After having been shown
to my room by an old Caballero, I made
use of some soap and wator, and putting
on a clean camise de hombre, I started
for the streot,

As Ilocked my door and dropped the
key in my pockot the Landlord, came, ns
ho said, ““to seo how I got along”~inform-
ing mo nt the same timo that if I would

leave my key ho would havo my trunks
and room placed in order. -“Was!nt he

cunning?” I thanked him for his kind-'

ness, hut informed him that I considered
my room in as good order as I desired.”
“Oh!ohl well very. well—so much
the less work of course. ~IHa!ha! ha l”
“Yes,” Isaid, ““of course-=of courso,”’
- 41 presume you are going to sgo the
sights now,” said he, trymfr to contmuo
the conversation,

“Yes sir,” said I, ¢“I am,”’ and moved"

away, leaving the honorablo gentleman
standing in the hall, thinking no doubt
that T was an “impudent fellow.”
Ilurrying to Kearny street, I wnlked
towards the Plaza, and taking from my

pocket o bundle of letters,I glanced over.

them, at the same time counting the num-
ber, as I soliloquized, *“well, here’s ten

lotters, five of them are letters of intro-.

duction, and the other five for persons I
shall probably never find, but here goes.

The first I find is for Col, S—, of the .

New York volunters, they told mo his
office was on tho Plaza, ‘
Thus musing I approached the *01d

Adobe,” a building standing on the wes-’

tern side of the Plaza, oxactly whero the
Hall of Records now stands.  Looking
over the names on the signs I noticed—
Col. J. D, S—, o my great delight
I found: the Col, sitting in hisold arm
chair, and telking to a bheautiful young
woman; I had but a glimpse of her, (as
sho drew a veil over her face when I en-

tered,) but that glimpse was enough—I.

saw to my astonishment that she was an
Ameriean—I approached tho Col. and
handed him my letter. Eo opened it and
glancod over its contents,
“Aro you Samucl Bristol ?”? said he.
“I am, sir,”

“Well, my son, I'm happy to seo you,

but being very busy, just now, I will be
obliged to you if yon will call again,”

“Very well, sir,” I replied, *1’ll call
again this afternoon,
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“Very well-but stay, won’t you come
and take dinnor with mo this ovening?”’

“Thank you, Col., I .will,”

“I live on Broadway near Dupont

~ streot, in a large brown house you can’t

mistake it.” :

“Phank you sir, I'll come, Good day
sir, ” "

And T moved away, lommo' my new
ncqumntxmce to continue his conversation
with the fair confidante I'had just left

- with him. - As I walked across the Plaza
my thoughts roverted to the young nymph

I had - justloft in the Col's. office. It
secmed strango, aye, ovon mysterious, to
see this young woman in lns office and
veiled also,

. % Strange | strango!” muttered Tasl
moved on, “how very strange; but by
jove, she is handsome; I wonder who she
is,~ There is somothing mysterious about
this ;—but pshaw, I have'nt been here a
day yet, and am buginning to lny my
plans already.” I moved on some dis-

_ tnnce further when I ran against some

porson, for being thoughtful aud agitated
I did not look up. :
~«IInllon here, whore are you running
to? ”” asked tho person I had so rudely and
unconsciously assaulted. The voice rous-
ed me from my reverie,when Ilooked up,

-and started with joy as I boheld the spea-

ker,

“Ike Tripp! why, old {fellow, liow aro
you?”’

“What!” ho said, starting, “Sam,are
you here? in- Californial why I hardly

“knew you, how are you?”

This conversation took place in much
less time than I have taken to relate it.
I had found my oldest aud ono of my

- doarest and bost friends, I asked him

whither ho was bound-and recoilod with
horror at his answer,—*To the Ilall,
‘Washington Iall, a gambling house.”
Ike snw that I'was astonished, and in-
formod me that every one in the city at-
After an oarnest en-

tronty, I yielded and went with him.— -
( Washington Hall, reader, stood about
where the ¢ Louisiana ”’ now stands, and
then was noxt door to the Alfa offico.) I
had never gambled for a cont in my life,
but hero I was tompted, and yiolded;
and as a rich fathor had amply supplied
my purse, I placed twenty-five ounces on
tho “ Black spot’’ and won,—again T pla-
ced fifty ounces on the same, and lo!I
lost; I did not het the next timo; but Tke
whispered in my ear, “do not give up.”
So Iplaced one hundred ounces on tho
black spot agnin, and won. Feeling oxtra-
ordinaryrich, I concluded to leave tho hall,
and did so, in company with Tke.

~ “Your'o o lucky dog Sam, "’ snid my -
comrade 1s 500N A3 WO Wero Onee more in
tho stroot. ‘

“Andaro you not, Isane, also?’ ' Tasked.

“Yes—yes, I'vo won about eight hund-
red dollars.”” :

Wo moved on across tho Plaza and
from thence proceeded to difforent parts
of the city. At last we brought up at
our hoarding place, (for I found my friend
boarded in the same shanty that I had
chosen.)

We proceeded to the bar and ¢ smiled,”
and then moved up stairs, to dino. As
we sat onting, I gnzed eagerly about me
to try if I could sec any familiar faces,
but none met the glance of my searching
oyes.- Woateourdinnerinsilence, and not
a word passed botween my comrade and
myself. My attontion was attracted by
hisheaving a sighoncenowand then, butl
snid nothing to him until we had finished
our meal, when I asked him where he
spent his ovenings,

“Woll, ” snid he,  to-night Iam going
to Washington IInll, as thore is going to
bo a grand ball there to-night—won’t you

?),

"l‘lmh Wnshmnton IIall! Thero he goos
again !”’ thoughtl “Dbut never mmd he
is in Californin. ”

“Yes, " said I, aloud, “I'll go with you,”
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“Very well, mect mo at niue 0 solock.” [ featurcs. She turned down Wuc‘.hmgton Fi G—onmles, to

: Theso wero the last words thab passed | streot, and to my astonishmeont, entered - I hunted th
B betwoon us, s I moved to my room to| Washington Hall. . "J was‘nowhor‘
t ‘ dress for the Col’s,, and ho, I presumeto| I noticed the color of her. drcss, in -or- R{g tex'gtl the ant|
§ . ‘ Wushmgton all.  Reader, perlmps you | der that I might know her. when I met (I “coats and h

ted in. an axf
his head:len.

“ IXnllon,.
the shouldex
ITo raised hi
straight in t

will think it st nge that I was going to| her *‘a la bal.” “By Jovo,” muttered I,
cat another dinner,but I hiad my ronsons, |as I proceeded to my lodgings, “I'vo
~and what I had proviously enten was but woltcd you,’ my little sefiorita, and it T
a trifle, for I expected something extraor- do not know you when I see you ugmn,

dinary at Col. S—s, and such indeed | then I am Dlind.”
In o fow minutes L. m'rlved at ‘the
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yourself on guard, you will fall in with
some young men, who are anything but
good companions for you, A youngman
who hius such motives as I am lod to be-
lieveyou have,(from my long acquaintance
with your relations in the Bast) should
be very careful with whom he nssociates
in this country; many young men who
have, aud will come hore, will be led into
tho gambling houses in this city,and thus
bo ruined, A wman that can resist all
thoso temptations, has strong principles
to Lo guided by, and o strong determina-
tion, 1 hopoe to seo this in you for your
fathor's suke as well as your own.”

I remnined at the Col’s. uniil a fow
minutes hefore nine; when I took my ie-
purture, to meet my old companion. As
I moved rapidly through Dupont street I
perecived a fomale but a short distanco
ahead of me, who seemod to bo walking
with nearly the same velocity that I way;
I immediately quickoned my pace, and
when within four feet of my unknown
friend, sho turned around to look .at me
(as I supposed) but having n vory thick
voil on, I could not get o glanco at hor

after I hnd won twelve hundred dollars,

in not_five hours hefore, Then it was
crowded with men eagor to snateh up

what thoy might win, towaste in various -

ways, butnow itwas full of thesweetfuces
of the young Mexican: gu‘ls—tlmn the
principal fomale inhnbitants of our aity.
My companion introduced me to many
of the most heautiful prosent,with whom

T had longed to have o tete-u-tele, and -

a danco, nt least for once,  About twelve
o’clock I smw my lady (riend with tho

green dress ontor, (this was tho one Ihad -

scon on Dupont street;) T immediately
sought some one to. introduce me, which

was done by a young Spaniard by the

namo of Gonzales, In her face I recog-
nized tho person I had seen in Col, S—s

office in the morning, I conversed with
her some time, and soou discovered that

I had- known her in other Stutes, but tho

knowledge I had of her there was but .

little,  Oh! how she was changed! . She
was palo and languid,and Isaw that some
heavy burden was on her mind. Ien-
gaged hor for the Spanish waltz, and
when wo had finished, I left her - with

did I find, All the delicacies . of tho
geason wore on hiv table, and T quite for-| “shanty” and wenttolripp’s room where Oh! that
got that I had taken o previous though |1 found him drossing himsell for. the 5 ever forget i
an oarly dinner,  After we had partaken | ball. I related to-him. my advcntures‘ ] od, his face
of the sumptuous repast, we procecded | since I lmd loft him, and he promised to .~ ¥ reminded m
X into o well furnished room, and the Col. | inform me who the “little woman I had ‘Q of death.th
: kept me busy answering his numerous soen” was, ns he said that he was ac- 1 In fact Itho
quoatmns, relative to my friends and his, | quainted with oll the women in town.” 3 spnl\e thus,'
in the States. Neithor did the venerable| I took his word for it, and ns soon as i o Stllxj-feS
old man fail to give masome good advice. he was ready we proceeded to Washing- %\ you-were da
~« Samuol,” said he “if you do not place | ton hall; how difforently thatroom locked ! “No—Ike,

“16 was B
ble, forsaken
“What!
- “Yes—tak
to-morrow.”
I placed h
home.and p
to the hall t
had' seon.
was just con
- “Where o
quired,
“ T e b
“Woll, I'v
portance to
in private,”
“YWell,
come with n
if it is so im
“Ina mi
weont with h
we nrrived
tored a wel
house on Du
seatod I bog
marriage,
“I nover
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Gonzales, to search for my friend Isnac,
I hunted the room high and low, but he
was nowhere to bo found. At Iust I'en-
tored the ante room where we had loft our
coats and Lats, and there I saw him seq-
ted in an arm chair, in the corner, with
his head leaning on his hand.
“Ilallon,Tke,” said I, slapping him on
the shoulder, “what are you doing here.”

Io rnised his head siowly and looked me

straight in tho face—

Oh! that look, God of henven shall I
ever forget it? - Ilis eyes were half open-
od, his face pale and muchagitated, Ilo
reminded me more of a man on the verge

- of death than aught clse I'ean imagine,

In fact I thought ho was dying, until he
spoke thus, slowlyi— = :
“ Sam—Samuol--do—yon—know-who

“«No—Ike, no—tell me—quick!?’
. “It was Marthn, Martha—my misera-
ble, forsaken wife.”
“What! what! can this be true?”
- “Yes—tako mo home, 11l tell you more
to-morrow.” - ‘ ‘
I placed him in acart, had him teken
home.and putin bed. I then returned

“to tho hall to tell Martha 'Lripp what 1

had seen. I mot hor at the door as she
was just coming out.

“Whero are you going, Martha?”” I en-
quired, ‘

“ 1l be hack in & minute, Samuel.”

“Well, I'vo got something of great im-
portance to tell you, and it must bo told
in private.” o ‘

“Well, I'm going homo in a minute,
come with mo, and then you can tell me,
if it is so important.”
T minute” sho was ready and 1
wont with her. In a short fifteen minutos
wo arrived at our destination. Wo en-
torod & well furnished room inn small
honse on Dupont street, and whon I was
sented I bogan to question her about her
marriage,

' %I nover was married, I tell you.”

“Oh! Matty, but you have heen mar-
ried; did you over know. aman by tho
name of Isaac Tripp.” Sho started to

hor foot, and with her beautiful  black

oyos, staved wildly nb me—then with a
wild cry she fell at my feet, I raised her

in'my nrms and gazed cagorly in her face,

Aftor o paaseshe opened her eyes slowly,
and muttoredi— -
““Isanc, Isnac, I forgive you—your
Matty—di-es,” As she snid this her head
fell back and she expired, As I examined
her body,I found « portrait of Lripp and
somo othor arnnments with his name on
them. By her side lny o dagger with
which she had just stabboed herself.

Iwent immedintoly to Tripps room and -

found him with a raging fover, e turn-
ed in his bed,and looked up in my fuce.

| Samuel,” snid he,"* I married Mavtha |
threo months after I loft the quict eity of

Hartford. Wo lived in New: York for
three years, in what I might eall extreme
folicity, We were vory happy—if any-
thing more than happy. You remember
perhaps my ofton expressing my hatred
for children”—*yes—yos—I know you
have”~*thereforel neverhadany, Well,I
had oceasion to leave my wife for cighteen
months, during which time I traveled in
Europe. - My business would not permit
me to returnsooner, At lastIdid roturn
—I proceeded to my home, but it was de-
sorted—my wife had gono, but heaven
only knew where, One day n woman
sought me in my own private roont, With
her, she curied o child; that . woman
wus my wife. Shokuelt down and beg-
god me topardon her-to forgive her wick-
odness.  Sho told me shelwas forced to o
life of shame for o living, and begged mo
to take her, as my sorvant—not as my
wife. But, Snmuel, I refused; could I
havo dono aught else?  You will answor
no! I bade her bogone, and let me never
sco hor face ngain, This you sco, has
DLeen the canse of my wisery—but tellme
whoero is she,”
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. stabbed herself.” '

" physician, but he said the man was go-

“hair.  Two days: after Martha had died

‘me, thoy aro Martlm’s——lob]g! look! she
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“MPripp,” snid I, “she is dci'x(l:—?I told
her that you were in the city, and she

Ilo did not say o word to this, but fell
oxhausted ‘in his bed. I watched with
him all that night,and T sawthe noxtday
that his fover was incroasing—I sent for

ing mad fast, Froquently, while we were
conversing, he. would yell and. tear his

ho enlled me in o whisper to his sides—
“TLook,Samuel,” said ho, his oyes star-

ting from their sockets, look, don’t you

sco ‘those fearful eyes, there, in front of

is coming noaren,to striko me.. Oh! save
me—save mo,” Ilere ho throw his arms
around my neck, and laid his head upon
my shoulder,  Ho raised itin"a short
time, and I perceived he was weeping—
Suddenly he stopped erying,and yolled us
loud as was possible:— S

“Telp! holp! murder! murder! Marthal
don’t! I forgive you. Oh! Sumuel,Samuel,
nearer, nearer, her hand is near me, look
at it! look, it comes! Oh! it grasps mo—
tighter—-murder—help! mur—mur!”—

Gasping and struggling to looson himsolf
from his supposed enomy, his spirit pass-

od away into another world,

This was my first adventure in San
Trancisco, if an adventure I may eall it,
and may God grant that Imay never wit-

noss such none again,

High hearted men; great souls and true,
Are with them gathered there, - '

Men in the glory of their youth,

And with the silver hair,

They of rare Wit, and lofty speech,

And deep scholastic lore—- ,
These were the men iho ruled the world,
In the stormy days of yore. !
What do.they?. Wherefore have they come
Within theso halls to day? * - -
Ye who have seen your country bleed,

- Grent patriots| yo can say!

Not for the wealth of all the world, -

' Not for the crowns of kings;

Not for the lofty boon of fame,

Nor all the pomp it brings. '

Not these! Oh, no! A mighty voice, -
Tad struck each startled ear;  [onrth, -
And shook the lienvens, and swayed the:
And filled weak hearts with fear..

To them it came with trumpet tone,

Iigh cchomng ocr thesen; -

And it said to every waiting soul,

“ Arise! bo strong ! be free!”

They heard it—heard it! all arose—
Those mon of mighty heart!

They rose, and in that temple stood,

. Tach with » hero's parl,

They laid thera on the altar there—

_ Their.home, their lives, their blood! -
T'lncy' rose, and stood crect and fair -
Weon in the face of God!

Farth saw them | and a song went up,
From every landand sen

Hoaven saw them | and it answered back
The nnthem of the freo.

THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION

OF INDEPENDENCE, JULY 4th, 1776.

—

BY G. T. SPROAT.

Why stand they in that lofty hail ?
Thoy of the noble meinl

Mon of high heart, and cagle oye,
Such ng carth hath not seen|

Courage, and faith, and manly thought,
Sit, stamped on every brow—

As if each of them were a king

The monntains caught the mighty sound,-
And hurled il to the blnst;

And on the wings of mighty winds,
The song went sounding past,

They reaved an altar, on whose top
The watch-fire ever glows; -
They raised a bannor—'tis unfurled
To evory wind that blows;
They sang the song of Liberty!
The distant nations heard;
And rolled it down the tide of time,
And the World's great heart was stirred.

Bofore whom realms might bow |

e

San 'rancisco, June 7, 1809,
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SKETOH OF THE ORIGIN AND
BARLY PROGRESS OF TIE FRER
SCHOOL SYSTEM IN CALIFORNIA.

In tho last number we‘gt’we ns full o
sketch of the schools existing in this city
provious to September, 1849, a8 the ma-

 torials procured aftercareful gearch would

permit.  ‘These schools, with the execop-
tion of that taught by Mr. Morton, wore
shott lived, and fuiled to fully megt the
wants of tho times. Their attendance

- was thin, owing rather to high rates of

tuition, than to a scarcity in children of

‘suitable ago. According to a consus of
“tho town in June, 1847, there were over
one hundred who conld not reador write.

As tho number under fifteen years of ago
amounted to 107, it is probable that the
children made up o large portion of the

latter class. Thoss not in school were

gtrolling - about and acquiring  vicious
habits. . In 1849 o large portion of tho
families resident here were {rom Augtro-

lin and other foreign countrics, and many

of them were noither able nor inclined
to incur the expense of educating their
children, M. William's school at no

 time probably during that yoar contained

more than o quarter of the children who
ghould have been recelving instruction.
Ilad private schouls continued, undoubt-
odly o large proportion of the youth
would have grown up unlettered. After
the closo of his school cn the 20th of
September, tho ftown wus loft withount
any means of cducation, and amid the
universal gold excitoment, 1o nieasures
“were taken to remady the ovil,

But during tho following Qctaber, Mr.
John C. Pelton nud wife arrived from
Boston, after o todious voyage round Cape
ILorn, Mr, Pelton had been engaged in
toaching at tho cast, and wo nnderstand
that for several years his attention hnd
baen turnod to the Pacific constas o field
for usoful labor in his department. At

the cominoneomont of the groat omigras

tion to Californin ho decided to remove
hither with lis family and ‘make it his
permanent home, with a view to estab-
lishing here -the {ree common school sys-

object was looked upen with much inter-
est ab home, und hig offorts wore heartily
seconded by many friends of education
in New England. ‘

It may not hegenerally known that the
thanks of San Francisco are due to 1len-
ry N. Hooper, lisq., of Boston, for. the
donation of a boll, presented to the first
freo grammor school that should be or-
ganized in this eity. - It was largoe and
fino-toned,cast exprossly for the purpose,
and hore the {ollowin ginscriptioh in rods-
od lettors, “Prosented to tho first' frce
grammer school in San Prancisco.” It
was shipped in the New Jersey, in which
Mr. and Mrs, D, took passage, and was

school-house, should he succeod in-his
objeet, It was placed in a position on
poard whero it wasealled into requisition

the watehes through the Atlantic and
Pacific veeans,  But unforlunately, like
the fate of many other human collections
it was nob destined to bo raised in its ap-
propriate position, Our cily, though re-
ceiving hundreds of thousands {rom taxes
and the sale of its lands, wlnile its citizens
also were nceumulnting princely fortuncs
was too poor o givo it o shelter.. While
glumbering in the private warchouse of
William Iooper Esq., brother to the do-
nor, waiting for the s“raod time coming,”
ita “tongue’’ was forever silenced by tho
gront conflagration of the 4th of Moy,
Among others who lent their aid and
cncouragement, were Gov. DBriggs, of
Massachusotts, Rev. 1L W. Beecher of
Now York, B. I, Whittemore, Bsq., Rev.
Nathaniol Colver, Dencon Moses Grant,
Deacon Limothy G ilbert, William B, Fowle
Esq., and Dhillips & Sampson, of Boston;

Mark IT, Nowman & Co., of New York,

tem of New England, So lnudable an ‘

designed to hang in the belfry of his-

for the ship's use, sonorously tolling out -
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and Sanborn & Cartor, of Portland; the
three lattor firms donaling & large quan-
tity of the most approved sehool books
thon in use.. Theso donations proved of
essontinl sorvice in dofrnying expensos
during the incipient stago of the school,
bosides remedying o want which. could
not then b fully supplied here by our
bookstores. - o B,

Soon after making provision for” the
comfort of his family duringtheinclement

gouson of 1840-30, Me, DPolton set about

making preparations to carry out the oh-
jeob of his mission. Tn tho -month of
Docember the following ndvertisement
appeared in the Pucific News, Vit

“A Frer Puntic Scroon. Tho subseri-
her purposes ‘to establish in Sax Francis-
¢o o Free Pullic' School. In order that
the school may- bo free.to ally who muy
be disposed to avail themselves of its nd-
vantagos, it is proposed to admit, free of
tuition, all who may apply, no other
compensation heing required at presont
than what friends of the school may be
disposad to contribute. It is also pro-
posed, until hotter arrangements can be
made, that the school consist of children
and youth of both soxcs, and of the dif-

{eront ages that usually attend primary

and more ndvanced sehools, and that the
courso of study include those English

~branches taught in the public schools of

New England, The school will commence
on the 20th inst. [Dee. 20, 1849.]”

The old chapel of the Baptist church
on Washington street was procured for o
school room, which - the trustees genor-
ously ofored rent free, : -

It is worthy of remnrk that this relie
of early times, and tho birth place of onr
froo schools, though somewhat re-mod-
deled on the croction of the now church
edifice, is still oceupied for the snme pur-
pose to which it was devoted by Mr. Tol-
ton, At theorganizationof the Californin
Colloge in this room in 1857, Dr,. Gib-
hons made some happy allusions to this

spdt as the “holy ground” on which the
humbler departments. of learning had
their origin in this State. T

Thq generous loan of the huilding was
avoryopportunoand important nssistance
to the infant enterprise in thoso days of
exorbitant rents, and one which was con-
tinued for- moro. thann year after. the

school cumo under the control of tho city.

Mz, Polton fitted it up with writing dosks . " ok

and other articles nocessary for the pur-
poses of tho sehool, at his own oxpense ;
and on the duy advertised took . his posi-
tion as toncher in" his spacious room.~—
Phreo scholars constiluted his school on
the first morning, but the number rapid-
ly increased, During the first quartor
130 wore admitted, SRR

"'ho branches of study taught, were:in
accordance with thoso proposed in the
above advertisement. Tho {ree system
was & gront puzzle to some of the fureign
residonts, and they suspocted - something
must be out of joint, when their children
wore educated without money. and with-
out price. They would sometimes send
in the usual fee, and it was -difieult for
thom to understand why & man should
work for nothing and find himself,—
Through all the embarrassments and dif-
ficulties incident to this new undertaking
the free principle was strictly -adhered
to, and no sum was ever received unless
with tho express understanding that it
was o donntion, The friends of the en-
terpriso wero ‘warm in their encomiums,
and a few of them wera liberal in their

contributions; but thepeenniary aid thus .
{rondered fell vastly short of meoting nee-

ossary expenses. Tndeed $200 only was
the total amount. contributed in cash,
which defrayed but about one half the
expense of fitting up tho school room,—
Thus the whole burden of the first quar-
ter fell on tho tonchor. Some of the
frionds of the school, thongh highly ap-
proving of the object, and ndmiring Mr,

P’s. perseverance and snerifices for its

oot et s ot e e
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promotion, thought him iusane, or to say
the least, m(lulgmrr in a stran go idiosyn-

crasy to noglect the tempting opportunity

thon offored, of the extraordinary facili-
ties for acquiring ‘wonlth, to seenro for
himself a fortune in the genoml surmnblo
for gold.

Nothing ‘now appenred to be wantmn-

- to secure complete success, but the means.
of provxdm;, x for his support,

[ic school
was large and (lourishing, and in it was
the germ of a mighty influence which

o was -heroafter to bo exertod on this wes-
torn slope of the continont; this doulit-

less he'renlized, Ronts and the oxponses

of hvm" wore ab that time enormnubly

high; - and it ‘soon beeameo evident that

~-gome way must bo devised to proeure tho
. moans to dofray them, To abandon tho
froo plan and’ charge’ for tuition would

dofent ‘his long- clmmshcd objoct, and
couldnotheantertained. In'this dilomma,
towards tho end of the quarter, Mr, Iel-

“ton petitioned the City Couneilto tako the
school under'its control, aud provide the

means for its support; or, in other words
to constituto it o fiee common school, in
overy sonse of the torm, us conteinplated
froni its first inception. That this peti-
tion was' literally g granted is put beyond
all question by the action of the hvard |t

“which soon followed. Particular atten-

tion is directed to this point, as what we
conceive to be the plain faots in this mat-

“matter have boen ropeutedly ignorad by

partms who have been connected with

“the school department—and others.

Phe council being composed mostly of
men who came from a purt of the coun-
try where the “Yankeo notion” of free

"schools hnd not been ostablished, did not

‘at first ndequately approcinte this impor-
tant institution, and tho propontxon mot

with n cool reception, and n decided op-

position from a small minority. The op-

- ponents of tho mensure wore willing, as

an act of chavity, to pay for the tuition of
the children of tho poor, but deprecated

~

squandering the public money in educa-

ting those'of the rich, But wiser coun-
sols finally provailed. A soeond petition
signed by ‘the frionds of frec education,

and headed by Rov. 0. C.- Wheeler, was

more successful, A resolution was adop-
ted, March 29th, employing Mr. and Mrs
[

Pelton ns teachers, and makingan appro-

priation for their support, and at the next
meoting, Apml 8th, an_* Ordinaice for
the Reg gulation of' Cmmulm Schonls,” (a
very significant titlo,) enacted, by ihich
it was made “the duty of John C. Pelton
to open « school in the Buptist church,”

and in which all childven were' reguired |

to bo instrncted “froe of charge.” The
intontions of the council could not have

been more plainly expressed, and no fact

can be more clemrly domonstrated than
that the city opened, controlled, and
supported this school, Tho oljection to
this position that it was previously vst.ﬂ)-
lished is mere trifling. - i/

In this connecetion, honorabhle mention
should Do made of Rev. O, €. Wheeler,
C. L. Ross, Esq., and the late . DM,
Toward, through whose influence, more
than that of any otliers, out of the coun-
¢il, we are indebted for this rosult,

As an itom of public interest, wo insert
the ontire procecdings of the council in
rolation to this matter, as far us the dis-
tracted state of our city archives enable
us to obtain them. We would make a
suggostion to our city fathers rolutive to
the importance of immediately taking
some measures for the nrrangement and
proservation of such early munieipal rec
ords s huve escaped destruction, which
it must be ¢ ‘sonfossodare now, through the
negligonce of former ofticinls in o shame-
ful stato of disorder, on loose seraps of
paper.

“At o meotmg o{‘ tlm town couneil held
March 29, 1850, on mulmn of Mr, Green
itwas

Resolved, That from nnd after the first
day of April, 18350, Jokn C. Pelton and

I )

e VI S N

. ’w'

ERSTR VIR UP Y

8 L g TR

b




o
Y

(A
sy

;
Al
(ERURRCHN

g

32 1 UTCIIINGS’ CALIFORNIA MAGAZINE,

Mrs. Pelton, his ,wife, be employod a8
teachers for the public school in the Bap-
tist chureh (which has beon offered to the
council free of charge;) and that the
average numher of scholars shall not ex-
ceod ono hundred, and that they shall be
entitled to a salary of five hundred - dol-
lars per month, payable monthly during
the pleasuro of the couneil.”’. .

«On motion of Mr. Jas, S. Grahiam tho
committeo on cducntion, [consisting of
ugh C. Murray, lsq., Frank Lilford,
Esq., and Col. Wm, M. Stuart,] are in-

“stracted to draftan ordinanco for the reg-
ulation of snid echool.”

« At o meeting of the town council
April §, 1850, on motion of Mr. Murray,
the following ordinance was adopted—

iy Ordinance for the Regulation of
Common Schools"— I

“Sge. 1, Be it ordained &e,, that from
and aflter the passage of this act, it shall
bo the duty of John C. Pelton, who has

. been employed by the council, as'a pub-
lic tencher, to open a schoolin the Bap-
tist church,

Ske. 2. Said sehool shall be open from
half past cight o’clack, A, M., to twelve
M., and from two P, M., until five P, M,;

“and shall continue open from Monday
until Friday at five P, M., of cach week.

«Sye. 3. The number of scholurs shall
not exceed the number of ene hundred;
and no scholar shall bo admitted under
the ago of four,nor over theagoof sixteen
years, '

“Ske, 4. All persons desirous of hav-
ingtheir childreninstructed insaid school
ghall first obtain an order from the chair-
man of the committee of education ;"and
all children obtaining said order shall
beinstructed insaid school free of charge,

“8ec, 5, It shall be the duty of said
Pelton to report to the council on the first
of each and every month the number of
scholars, and the progress of said scheol,”

Thus, in accordance with the above ac-
tion of the council, the school became on

the 1st of April; n public school, suppor- .

tod and controlled by the city, though in
a1l othor respects remaining: a8 before.—
"o school ordinance, though brief and
imporfect, answored all purposes for the
timo, while there was but one schoal.
'his action constituted it, in kind, ns well
us in fact, o fiee. common school as truly -
as would the most elaborate enactments *
and rcgulationé. R g
"Phose schools immediatoiy suceceding,
after o short vacation, . organized under
tho second school ordinance, were rogular
succossors of the parent schonl, .
Yot, in the face of all these facts, the
first superintendent, who was the author
of the sccond school ordinanco, in his
quarterly reports, uniformly dated - the
commencement of our free school system
in Colifornia, at the time of its adoption

and his inauguration!  The second supor- -

int‘ondent also, in o historical address de-
livered bofore the Teachers, Normal Class

in Soptember, 1855, says, “Four years

have not yet fully elapsed since the time
of their ostablishmont,” and in which the
original school was not once alluded to!
And, what is still more singular,soven of
our oldest and most respectable citizons
endorsed the error, by requesting a copy
of the “able and valuable address” for
publication,  On the resignation of a
prominent teacher in 1857, in some com-
plimentary resolutions adopted by the
Bonrd of Education, substantially the
sameorror wasro-terated,  On tho ocea-
sion of the dedication of the Bush strect
school house, in 1854, it was stated by
one of the speakers that “this is the firs?
free school ever established on the shores
of the Pacific!” The article oneducation
in the ** Annals of San Francisco” is re-
puted to have been written by the first
superintendent, It is there stated that
M., Pelton’s “was called o public school,
although tho city council Zad nothing to
do with its organization or management!”

Why this positios should have been o
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portinaciously and blindly persisted in,
~and another school, subsequently estab-

lished, be hoisted into notice as “‘the pio-

- neer {ree school, ”” and asubsequent tench-
. er, though worthy of all praise for his dis-
tinguished services,be styled “‘the pioncer

--tencher,” . we cannot understand, The
.schaal. mcrred to, instead of being free.
_was opened nearly seven months after
tlmt. of Mr. Pelton’s, and was supported
bJ tuition Jees for-more than a year aftor
its commencement in Ilappy Valley.—

- If thero is any merit in having ecstab-
- lished this school, the merit is due to Mr,

- DPelton, who was exclusively instrumen-
. tal in-opening it, Tt was [ree for o few
of the first weeks, but was afterwards

" changed to o private ono until the udop-
* . tion of- tho .sccond school ordinance.
~ This piecc of injustice to .the real “pio-

~.neer,” is cortainly not *‘ rendering unto
- Crosar the things wluch are Caosar's.,”
The bubsequcut enactment of another
and more perfect school ordinance, adapt-
ad to the wants of the department when
it had becomo moro extended, was anow
era in the history of our commion s¢hools,

but not their origin in this city, us has

~ heen frcquently asserted, A third ordi-

-‘nanee and o radical re-organization have

_sinco been substituted for the second, but
no one on thataccount dreams of diseard-
ing what lad previously been done un-
der the socond, These attempts to entire:
ly ignore thc carly lubors and sacrifices
~of Mr. Pelton, by thoso who have mnplo

' means of more, corrc(,t; mf‘ormutlon, is ut-

tcx'ly futlle and ungencrous, as every one
“ knows who was herein 1849 and ’50.
Our only ohject in this digrossion, isto

st the matter right before tho public.

.o roturn; for some timo after its adop-
txon by tho city, the school went on pras-
pevausly ; but, very singulurly, this very
prmpu‘nty was ultimately the eauso of
serious embarrassments to the pruunpul
Tt will be scen that the sehool ordinance
rostmtod the uttoudunw to one hundroed

pupils; but they continued to pour in,
and the principal of tho echool could not
refuso to admit them, - Upon consulting
with individual members of the council,

they advised him to receive all npphcnnts |

and, if nezessary, employ another assis-
tant; and they promised their influenco
to obtain from the council an appropria-
tion to mect the additional expense.. 1lo
accordingly omp'oyed another teacher,

and, s the school still continued to in-.

crease, o second assistant was necessary.
Both were paid from his own means, un-
dor the expectation - that the money thus
exponded would he re cturned from the city
treasury. But month after month pass-
ed, -and no appropriation was made, The

tenchor's salary was wppurontly liberal,

but thepaynient was made in serip, which
his necessities eompollcd him to get cash-
ed at aruinous. discount. At one time
the city credit was so depressed that he
could ebtain but 33 per cent. of its par
value, and his entire salary for more than
six months, in 1850-'51, was exhausted
in paying thescassistantteachers. Daily

expecting velief, he continued these dis- ‘

bursments from his private income until
ho Dbeeame seriously involved in provi-
ding for his own support, and the little
property he had accumulated was sacri-
ficed to liquidate these debts.

1tis true he hud no legal demand 'wmmst
the city, having, in his zeal, taken the
risk of tho gencrosity of the council ; Lut
this refusal to remunerate him was cer-
tainly o most pitiful picce of cconomy:.
Tu view of the disastrous peeuniury. re-

sults to Mr, DPelton, however, some gen- -

orous citizons camo forward and contrib-
uled o sum sufficient, nearly, to cover
these disbursements; but these fuvors
came too lato to avert the sacrifico of his
comfortable homestend,  With a full
knowledgze of these difficultiosin his car-
ly labors in the eause of free education,
we doubt not o gonorous public will not
longc;‘ rofuse the cheap reward of an
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free school system.
During the first quartor of the public [

- woro admitted, between the ages of four
“and sixteen.

ipopulnnon at- that time may be intorest-

“showing the nativity of the pupils:—
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acknowledgment of his agenoy in-laying
tho foundation of -our present flourishing

school ono hundroed and fiftytwo pupils

To the curious tho follow-
ing view of the mixed -charncter of our

ing, oxtracted - from the tencher’s roport
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The monthly reports required by the
school ordinance, were published in the
papors of the day, and wero extensively
copied at the Inst and in Europe, as a
gratifying evidence of the prosperity of
this userul Now England institution at
that early day, in Californin. The school
excited much intorest in the community
generally, and received tho encourage-

their frequent poraonul inspection and
counsel ; ‘and the press also often -gavo

flattering notices of its succoss.

At the celebration of the admission of
Californin into the Union, in this city, in
1850, tho pubhc school formed an inter-
csting feature in tho programme, and‘is
thus noticed by the Pacific News of Nov,
Lsb:—“We were much interested to 800
displayed in the midst of the assembled
thousands in tho Plaza on Tnesday last,
in front of the speakers’ stand, n banner
with the insoription on it—* The First
Public School in California I Around ib

Twere clustérod some ‘scores’ of childron

with hearts all full of delightful sensa-
tions, and ‘enjoying, if it wero possible—
and we do not doubt it—more happiness
than any others'in‘the vast throng, They

Mr. J. C. Pelton, and his assistants, who
have been unobtrusively laboring for the
last ton months in educating all the chil-
dren in San Francisco which could bo
gathered together, We have been ac-
quainted with his operations in this do-
partment for the pastsix months, and can
testify to his zea), efficiency and success,
The school has been censtantly on tho
increaso ever sinco, and now numbers 140
pupils, most of whom attend steadily,
Being many of them children whose pa-

tion, it becomes necessary to look to somo
othor source for the supportof their teach-
or. And wo rogret to sny that herein
‘the land of gold’ the school master hns
been badly paid,and that he asks the City

pay him well, we say, It is not a large
sum, but its usoful offcots will be soen
aftor wo all are Inid beneath the clods of
the valloy.” The cditor horo rofors to

troasary boforo attended to.
The fire of the 22d of Juno 1851 hay-

mont of our most prominent citizons, by

were accompanied by their head:tenclier, .

rents aro unable to puy for their educa-

Council in vain for relief. Pay him,and

the pecuniary ombarrassmonts of "tho
teachor, and his claims on the publio

ing injured the building ocoupied up to
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~that time by the sehool, it beeamo nocos-
‘sary to procure another room, “ After n

short vacation, the school was according-
ly removed, for ashort time; to the Metl-

" odist chapel on Powall strect, and then
" again to the TFirst Congregational church
- on‘Jackson street, where it remained un-
til'about the first of September following,’
- The city was exempt from the payment
. of nny rent for school purposes, or .any
~care in regard to providinga reom during
* the entire period of Mr, Pelton’s services
~““his solicitude for the prosperity of the
" school, in tho absence of any ' provision

for its accommodation, prompting him to

- look afterits pecuniary interests, in nddi-

tion to-his legitimatework. o officiatod

~as sexton for the three socictics, during
~ - the ‘occupancy of their promiscs, as a
- partial compensation for the use of their
- ‘churches.

During some portxons of the term of
Mr, Pelton 8 service,the numbaor of pupils
on tho list of attendance amounted to
300, which, as we have scen, had grown
out of the very small beginning of Zhree.
During the entire period, a year and three
quarters, tho whole number that had ro-

.. coived instructionin theschool was about

cleven hundred. Notwithstanding all the

- difficulties and discourngements which

had been encountered, this rosult certain-

~ly shows a very gratifying view of the
* guocoss of tho pioncer school, and one
‘which most assuredly deserves honorable
“mention.. Tho probabilitics are-that the
_ suocossful introduction of the common
.school system would have been doluyod a

number of yoars but for the persevering

efforts of this teacher, Tho council which

by the adoption .of the.common school

‘ordinance of April Sth, 1850, gave birth

to tho froo school system in this city, was
at first only lukewarm on the subjoct,and
as wo have shown above, only moved in

~the matter after urgent appoals of tho
“{frionds of freo cducation; and the favor-

ablo views of tho noxt council were cou-

4

sidered as so doubtful, that the teacher
thought it not oxpedient to present his
bills until its members were convinced of
the importance of the object ‘by outsido
influences. Strange as it may now sound,
it was thought an extruvagant waste of
tho public money Dy some, .to expend
$6,000 2 year for the education of the
youth of our city, while hundredsof {hou-
gands’ were being squandered on very
questionable ohjeets.

‘On'the 25th of Soptember, the school

dopartment was reorganized by the adop- .

tion of an ordinance Dbetter ndapted to
tho cducational requirements of the time.
The population of the ity had greatly
ineronsed by the immigration of families,
and had become spread over a largo sur-
faco, and wider and more perfectly arran-
ged school -facilities were of course now
needed. The - provisions of the sccond
ordinanco wero carried into offect on the
21st of October, by tho clection of ‘o
Board of Iiducation andaSuperintendent,
and the city was divided into five districts,
to bo supplied with schools as soon ns

the council should deem nccessary, At

the same timo $35,000 wero appropriated

for school purposes, which, with the addiy’

tion of $25,000 proviously ordered, was
constituted & school fund.

Wo have now brought the history of
the school department of this city down
to the month of October, 1851, In our
next wo shall bring.the record down to
the prosont time, should space permit.

MY WINDOW-SEAT.

A PAQE YOR MATTER-OF-I'AQT-FOLKS TO SKII,

—————

REVRRIE THE FIRST.

—

Did it not sound too presumptuous,
Corydon, you should havo the confession,
that I think I came very near being a
poot—that somewhere in tho elements of

tho vital fire which warms my nature is

hidden a spark, such as glows in the bo-
soms of -tho children of Song. - Itmuy be
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this germ of Pocsy was implanted at too
greata depth, and, like soeds which have
been buried too deep, perished before it
struggled up into the genial air and sun-
light—or, haply, die for lack of the fos-
tering warmth of love, or tho refreshing
dew of i tenrs—or perhaps it was enclosed
in o shell, which circumstances never
opened—or- that the soil was arid and
sterile, or—I know not what: no maiter
—it never grew—never bloomed—never
bore fruit; and, if it ever existed, was
numbored in the sad list of things that
woro created in vain,

Yet, asI sit by my window and watch
the day’s closing scene—how quict and
beautiful for the busy city,—and sco the
soft sunbeams stream over the bLarren
sand-hills, and rest on the flowers in the
garden below, that receive in sleopy lan-
gor the parting rays, and hear a confused
din of drowsy sounds which my car eares
not to distinguish, save the vesper chirp
of that little caged bird, and- the whisp-
ered consultations of some mischiel-plot-
ting children in the gnrden—ns my senses
drink theso sights and sounds in droamy
lappiness, 1 complacently cherish tho
thought that I camo vory nenr being
poet.  Not Inlone, Corydon—I pm not
8o egotistical ns that; but you, also—
everybody., Weoall have the oloments
of Poesy implanted in us, whish it noed-
ed but cireumstances io develop, The
deep emotions awakened ny the power of
poetry, spenk of o like foree in oursclyes;
the strong passions roused by the martial
bard’s stirring lny—-the tear bestowed
upon the minstrol’s tendor strain, are the
sympathetic responsesof accordantdepths
in our bosoms, The heart that has the
capnoity to sympathise to the fullest ex-
tent with any sontimont is capablo of
conceiving it, S

‘DPerhaps the first note has nover been
breathed forth, nor the first tenderly con-
ceived fancy Dbeen embodied in o swoot-
numbered strain, But wo aro not to

judge of n person’s capacity for song,
their dopth of feeling, their power of
ideal conception, only by what they have
sung. - Unworded, unexpressed, and lock-
ed inthe hearts of those who created
them, have lived and died sweeter straing
and finer images than were ever written,
A tiiousand sad causes may haverepress-
od the-gush of fecling; a fear of critical
severity-a cold indifference for the worl@’é
applause—an unhappy lot, or a lot too
full of happiness—or some may have ex-
perienced the bitter pang of being unablo
to give utterance to their thoughts, and
felt their hearts swell with its - burden of
unutterable harmony, until it bocamo a
woary pain which caused it to break.

our hearts are songless! But, hidden
deep within its seeret cells—even in its
very holy of holies—issomewherealittlo
shrineconscerated to Poosy, ~ Tho temple
Incks a priestess, and no “incense kindled
at tho Muso's flame” has ovor burned
upon its sacred altar; but who shall sny
an offering might not have been given
thero, tho swoeetest, the grandest ever de-
voted to song !