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U S National Parks In Danger

Yosemite National Park was re-
cently identified as one of
America's ten most endangered
parks by the Wilderness Society.
In a report on the state of the
national parks, the Society ex-
amined threats to many of the
country's most precious natural
areas and concluded that a variety
of problems threatens the in-
tegrity of Yosemite and other
reserves.

Key to the
Yosemite
designation
were claims
that the NPS
has failed to
adhere to the
General Man-
agement Plan,
that traffic
congestion
clogs the park
and jeopar-
dizes air qual-
ity and that
logging just
outside the
boundaries of
the park is ad-
versely affect-
ing wildlife
habitat critical
to park species.

Other parks
on the ten
most endan-
gered list are
Everglades,
Glacier,
Grand Canyon,
Great Smokies,
Yellowstone,
Olympic,

Rocky Mountain, Santa Monica
Mountains and Manassas Battle-
field . Several of these parks have
been designated World Heritage
Sites for their international
significance.

The Wilderness Society cited
the recent construction of a new
Yosemite courthouse and jail as a
violation of the goals of the 1981
master plan . That plan called for

The composition of
the forest appears to be
changing. All of us
need to understand
that what is happening
is profound. I don't
want anyone to per-
ceive that the whole
Smoky Mountains
National Park is being
polluted, but the chang-
ing of the species com-
position is significant."
Bob Baker, Regional Director
GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS

the removal of all administrative
facilities from Yosemite Valley to
improve the scenic quality and
the natural landscape . The report
commented : "recommendations

. . in the park 's master plan . . .
should be adhered to, or revised
if necessary. Yosemite Valley con-
tains a full-scale town, complete
with a jail and a beauty parlor.
Such a town does not belong

in a park
established to
protect some
of the nation's
greatest natu-
ral wonders . "

The report
also makes re-
ference to the
continued ina-
bility of the
NPS to handle
mobile con-
gestion, which
has resulted
in traffic
jams on busy
holidays and
haphazard
parking of
vehicles in
Yosemite
Valley. "Many
(visitors)
come in cars
and the results
are air pollu-
tion and fre-
quent grid-
lock. On one
Memorial
Day week-
end, when
more than

hard to locate
parking spots

Continued on
page 8
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.Another Way Into the
Backcountry

Mark Mikan

Yosemite's wilderness is not
only a landscape, but a state of
mind . Wilderness offers solitude,
recreation, contemplation, and
challenge . We are visitors in the
wilderness, and we come away
from it with respect and dignity,
as well as with deeper insight into
ourselves and nature.

Everyone, regardless of physi-
cal disabilities, deserves to experi-
ence Yosemite National Park 's
wilderness areas.

When we discuss a disabled
person, who are we talking
about? The disabled, or " physi-
cally challenged" person, faces
greater difficulty travelling than
an able-bodied person . For the
physically challenged, wilderness
presents many obstacles . The ter-
rain makes mobility slow and
awkward . Wheelchairs and
crutches (or whatever special
adaptations are used), were not
designed for the backcountry.

The physically challenged vis-
itor may access the wilderness in
at least two ways : 1) on his or her
own strength, or, 2) by livestock.
Special adaptations of the wheel-
chair, such as a rigid frame de-
'signed for stability and strength,
are necessary in order to have
good mobility using the first ap-
proach . Also, large pneumatic
front wheels and off-road tires
in the rear help traction for a
smoother ride . Typical hospital-
type wheelchairs will not work!
Sport-type chairs are just as im-
portant in the backcountry as a
good pair of hiking boots to the
average hiker.

Stock use is not only historic,
but still a big part of Yosemite's
current backcountry use . The wil-
derness which comprises 89% of
Yosemite National Park, includes
740 miles of trail on which stock
is permitted . Stock use is the alter-
native method for the disabled to
reach the backcountry.

Many adaptations may be
necessary for the safety and
health of the disabled rider. Pad-
ding the saddle relieves the rider

from pressure sores that may
develop over prolonged riding.
Leg straps keep the lower body
and legs secure in the stirrups.
Wheelchairs and crutches need to
"break down" easily with quick
release hubs and foldable
crutches . Braces on legs can assist
the individual in getting on and
off the stock, depending upon the
disability.

When entering the backcoun-
try, one 's health and physical con-
dition should be at its best. Mobil-
ity in the backcountry takes great
strength ; developing a proper diet
and exercise program is impor-
tant before embarking on a wil-
derness journey.

The privilege of backcountry
use carries the same obligations
for everyone . Permits are required
before entering the wilderness.
This system regulates usage and
informs the visitor of back-
country rules.

For the physically challenged
these rules are the same with two
exceptions . Seeing-eye dogs for
the sight impaired and signal-

dogs for the hearing-impaired are
permitted . Wheelchair users are
allowed to use backcountry trails
although these were not designed
with proper grade, slope, width,
or trail tread for the wheelchair
user. If the wheeler has good
upper body strength, some able-
bodied assistance and a positive
attitude, he or she can certainly
enjoy the wilderness . With plan-
ning and conditioning, the physi-
cally challenged can experience
Yosemite 's backcountry.

First Member Work
Trip a Big Success

The first of the new "members
work trips " announced in the last
issue of " Yosemite " has been com-
pleted and from all reports it was
enormously successful and pro-
ductive . Ten Y.A . members were
housed at the Crane Flat facilities
of the Yosemite Institute for a
week during July. Each day a new
work project was undertaken
such as litter clean-up, river clean-
up, and exotic vegetation eradica-
tion . The amount of work
accomplished was tremendous.

The program is a cooperative
one involving the National Park
Service, the Yosemite Park &
Curry Co, the Yosemite Institute,
and YA. It is, reportedly, the first
joint venture of its kind in the Na-
tional Park system, and all parties
involved hope to continue it in
future years.

Thanks are due all those who
helped make the first trip a suc-
cess . Garrett DeBell ofYP&C Co.
orchestrated the program, the
Yosemite Institute provided in-
structors and other help, and the
followingYA members provided
lots of hard work: Ron and Pat
Bradley, Olga Morris, Barbara
Allen, Don and Sue Armstrong,
Fiona Humphrey, Carol and Will-
iam Frantz, and Virginia Kammer.
The Yosemite Park & Curry Co is
to be commended for providing
the funding for the program.

Backcountry scenes like this are
accessible to disabled visitors
given proper equipment and
planning . Right : Valley interpreter,
Mark Wellman .
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1he Best Trail Ever Open in the
Mountains

Fermin Salas

Hikers often overlook the
craftsmanship and beauty of the
trail they walk upon . Worse yet,
many are unaware of the rich
history beneath their feet . This,
however, is a story of a trail that
never was.

In October 1881, the Yosemite
Valley Commissioners contracted
with George Anderson to con-
struct a trail on the north side of
the Merced River beginning at
Happy Isles to Albert Snow 's La
Casa Nevada Hotel at the base of
Nevada Fall . (According to some,
Anderson intended to build his
own hotel on the saddle of Half
Dome and this would provide ac-
cess) . At first an ordinary saddle-
trail was suggested, but Anderson
was inspired by an ambition to
make " the best trail ever open in
the mountains ."

George Anderson was born in
a small seaport town of Montrose
on the east side of Scotland in
1839 . Not much is known of his
early life other than that he be-
came a sailor. He had landed in
the Yosemite area by 1867 as his
name appears in the Great Regis-
ter of Voters for Mariposa
County. Anderson, then 28 years
old, was living at Hite 's Cove on
the South Fork of the Merced
River. On October 12, 1875,
Anderson made his mark onYo-
semite history by being the first
to climb Half Dome . (Geologist
Josiah Whitney published in the
1869 edition of his Yosemite Guide-
Book that Half Dome was . . .
"probably the only one of all
prominent points about Yosemite
which never has been, and never
will be trodden by human foot .")

Anderson ' s Dream Trail

In 1882, with fifteen hundred
dollars appropriated by the State
of California, Anderson went to
work . His trail would shorten the
distance from Yosemite Valley to
the base of Nevada Fall, avoid the
laborious and difficult climb of
thirteen hundred feet from Regis-
ter Rock to the Vernal Fall sum-
mit, bypass the peril of over two

hundred feet of ladders at Fern
Grotto, and would offer an " easy
walk and delightful walk even for
ladies to the foot of Nevada Fall. "
It was also thought at the time
that the trail could be widened
into a carriage road .

"The trail is costing very con-
siderably more than the original
contract price, but not as much
more as the quality surpasses that
of ordinary trails, " was a state-
ment made by the Commission.
The first sum was depleted before

George Anderson's trail was built in
the same style as this stretch of the
zig-zags to Nevada Falls above
Snow ' s Nevada Hotel (below), the
intended destination of Anderson's
trail.

Anderson reached Grizzly Peak.
Another equal amount, which
also proved insufficient, was
voted so he could finish the trail.

George Anderson had com-
pleted all but " three hundred feet"
of the trail to the top of Vernal Fall
when he encountered unstable
joints called " slips " in the granite.
He figured he would cut into the
face of the cliff, but the "slips"
were wrong and the more he
blasted the less rock he had to
work with . At this point, another
idea was developed : a tunnel
could be drilled straight ahead
until it reached solid rock and
then swing around back toward
the top of Vernal Fall . A great plan,
but it lacked one key ingredient.
The money to complete the gap.

At that point, George Ander-
son had spent three thousand dol-
lars of the State's money, and
most of his own . The State de-
cided to stop the work, yet some-
one ordered him to start again,
possibly Dr. Briggs, one of the
Commissioners . Anderson was
never paid for this later work.
With only a three hundred foot
gap remaining to the top of Vernal
Fall, Anderson ran out of money
and energy. He abandoned his
dream of building " the best trail
ever open in the mountains ."

In the spring of 1884, while
painting Sinning 's cottage in Yo-
semite Valley, Anderson con-
tracted pneumonia, and died
May 8 at photographer George
Fiske's home. He is buried in the
Yosemite cemetery.

Evidence of George Anderson 's
carriage trail can still be seen on the
Vernal Fall trail about two-third 's of
the way to the Vernal Fall bridge . Ex-
tensive rock work cuts back sharply to
the left from the main trail . —Editor.

Fermin Salas is a field interpreter
in the Yosemite Valley District of
the park .
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Coyote's Comfort
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Kelly Wolcott

"Moll sees' no beauty save thou make
it first;

Man, Woman, Nature each is but a
glass

Where the soul sees the image of
herself

Visible echoes, offsprings o f hersel f.

—James Russell Lowell, " For an
Autograph, " Under the Willows
and Other Poems (1868).

Chilly winds blew over Lake
Tenaya as Old Man Coyote
scratched the hard, barren ground
of the campsite . He walked a full
dog 's circle around the scratched
earth, stretched and curled up
onto his chosen spot.

Coyote had never felt such an
ache! He stood up, walked
another full circle and futilely
pawed the hard dirt.

"No amount of scratching is
gonna make this here spot fit
for an old manlike myself! No
point in even trying to get a
night 's rest! "

Looking up through the arch-
ing branches of the pines Coyote
saw the sly half-face of the moon
as it looked back through the fili-
gree of branches . He threw his
head back and howled at brother
moon.

" What are you so god-awful
smug about? Laying up there on
fleecy clouds you don ' t have any
idea what hard working animal
folk like us go through each night! "

The moon looked back, smil-
ing it's broad, bright grin and with-
out saying a word, let Coyote
know his own foolishness.

Coyote stretched his graying
head downwards and trotted to-
wards the nearest light, sniffing at
the ground . " If I can 't get a good
night's sleep," he said to himself,
" I might as well see what the two-
leggeds are up to . " He trotted care-
fully to the edge of light bordering
a large campfire . Hidden in the
shadows he could watch without
being observed.

The great moving hogan of the
two-legged white man stood in
the clearing, silver chrome bands

reflecting the reds of firelight.
Spread before the too-large fire, a
rotund human sat mesmerized by
a glowing box tethered on a long
cord snaking from the open door
of the metal home.

Coyote crept behind the man
and looked inside the hogan.
"There 's always something tasty
lying around one of these, " he
thought to himself.

Inside, he crept to the back,
slightly raising his nose to sniff
while keeping one eye on the
door. At the very back of the long
hogan he found a square pad.
Sniffing some bit of chocolate on
the other side, he trotted across
the pad.

Never had old-man Coyote felt
such softness! He walked his full
circle, sniffing at the large pad
laden with cloths and covers . A
few scratches properly fluffed up
the flat bedding and coyote settled
his bony haunches down.

"This is it, " Coyote thought,
" this is the best sleeping den I have
ever seen or felt! Wouldn' t Bear be
jealous! Wouldn ' t old Porcupine
lose his quills from envy! Why, if I
had this hogan, everyone would
know that Coyote was the most
powerful and successful animal
anywhere ."

Coyote looked at the luxury
about him and swore he ' d live his
long life surrounded by this
warmth and softness . He quietly
crept out the door and trotted
down to the river's edge . Quickly
gathering sticks, mud, bottle caps,
small bits of broken glass and
other trash, he fashioned a crude
50-foot motor home . Being larger
than any other Coyote had ever
seen, he knew his hogan of mud
and sticks would attract the envi-
ous eyes of the human sitting in
front of the glowing box . Then
Coyote disguised himself in just
the right set of flowered shirt and
shorts to lure the tourist to the
water 's edge.

Every motor home owner
came running to inspect the mag-
nificent machine . Everyone was
excited to see Coyote 's false
motor home and everyone wor-
ried that his or her own might be

too small . Coyote heard people
murmur " I sure hope the wife
doesn't see this! She ' ll never be
satisfied with mine anymore!" or
"God, will you look at the size of
that thing! Imagine what you
could do with it! "

While the tourists squinted in
the dim light for the mud and
trash mobile home 's brand,
Coyote snuck back to the first
motor home and crawled into the
driver's seat . " So how do I get this
thing started? " he wondered out
loud . He. looked at the keys in the
ignition. "Must have something
to do with these things, " he
thought, " these two-leggeds are
always locking up something or
other."

Turning the keys, Coyote
heard the roar of the great diesel
engine in the back as it ignited.
He leapt full into the seat and
took the wheel in his hands.
Throwing every switch he could

find and turning
every button,

he finally

threw the motor home in
gear at the same time he floored
the gas pedal.

The 40-foot Beaver lurched
from its berth and twisted down
the lane into the street beyond.
Coyote stayed at the wheel, peek-
ing between his bushy eyebrows
as he pushed a Toyota down the
narrow road.

Coyote roared up the road to-
ward the cliffs of Pywiack Dome.
He found a dusty turnoff and
pulled over to hide the motor
home from the prying eyes of the
Park Rangers.

Coyote held court from his
new home. He invited all the ani-
mals to see his new opulence, his
new sleeping den and the array
of modern conveniences he was
learning to command . Coyote
even tried to convince Badger-
Woman and Fox-woman to stay
the night, but they declined.

Coyote's nights blended into
days and his time became one
long series of entertainments and
enjoyments . Everyday he would
go to the window of his metal
hogan and look at the cliffs

beyond . He sighed and thought
to himself, " How clever I am

to find this comfortable
den! I can enjoy the

pleasures of the wilder-
ness without sweating,

getting dirty or
getting cold . "
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Close Yosemite to Califomians-

Coyote ate the food left in the
cupboards of the metal hogan. He
learned to open cans, boil water
to make soup, turn on the gener-
ator to brighten the lights and use
the microwave to heat his food.
He began to grow lazy and soon
didn ' t even look out his window,
closing his curtains to the passing
days and wise face of the travel-
ing moon.

One morning Coyote woke
up to find ice crystals lining the
metal edges of his hogan . He
hadn 't noticed the cold evening
while burrowed under the covers
of his bed . Thinking back, he re-
membered that many of the other
animals hadn't visited him in
quite a while . In fact, he hadn ' t
even gone outside for weeks now.

He rose from his bed, stretched
and walked to the door. Opening
the door, Coyote saw the peaks
of Pywiack covered in white, cold
snow. While the tall lodgepole
pines were cold-dusted and still,
Coyote felt a freezing wind blow
in through his open door.

" How ' d it snow?" Coyote de-
manded . The wind swept softly
between the frozen domes, not
answering . He looked at the full
face of the afternoon moon and
howled.

So late in the year, Coyote
would have a difficult time
finding food and making his way
through the snow to the lower al-
titudes . Turning his back on the
wilderness in the warmth and
comfort of his metal hogan,
Coyote had lost track of the turn-
ing seasons . He had tried to live
in the wilderness as if it were a
clever picture painted on the win-
dow of his hogan.

After moving into the metal
den, Coyote had declared his in-
dependence from the rough wild-
ness of nature . He sought Na-
ture 's beauty without suffering
its misery, and lost his sense of
struggle . Yet without struggle, na-
ture loses its beauty and becomes
another contrivance of man. Na-
ture may be hidden, sometimes
overcome and occasionally
tamed, but it may never be
extinguished .

National Park Service Director
William Penn Mott recently
caused a stir when during an
interview he off-handedly sug-
gested that Yosemite should be
closed to Californians on selected
days to allow non-state residents
to visit . Mott's exact statement
was : "We have to consider that on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days, the park will not be available
to people in California . When
that will happen, I don ' t know "

The controversy that followed
was not surprising. Several news-
papers carried the story complete
with descriptions of the proposal
as " ludicrous" and " illegal as well
as absurd ." NPS officials were
quick to point out that Mott
was simply " thinking out loud "
and that he had been quoted out
of context.

Whatever the case, several
weeks later Mott clarified his ear-
lier statements by saying that " the
time is coming when people from
other states are going to go to
their senators and ask them to do
something about letting them get
into Yosemite, too. Maybe on
Mondays or Saturdays, Califor-
nians couldn't go into the park.
Or there could be some kind of

quota on California visitors . " He
added : " I don 't know when that
will happen . It could be five, 15 or
25 years away. "

Concerned Californians were
relieved when George Berklacy, a
NPS spokesman, announced that
the Park Service has no plans to
restrict entrance of Californians
to Yosemite . " If we did, Superin-
tendent Morehead would need a
whole cadre of sumo wrestlers at
the entrance stations to handle all
the upset visitors, " continued
Berkacy, somewhat amusedly.
He further acknowledged that no
studies of the issue were under-
way or proposed and that such
restrictions might pose both prac-
tical and legal questions.

There is no question, however,
that increasing visitation at Yo-
semite and other national parks
has created problems with which
the NPS must continually grap-
ple . Overcrowded accommoda-
tions, traffic congestion and air
pollution have all resulted from
the ever-growing influx of park
visitors.

It is undoubtedly these consid-
erations that lead Director Mott
to make his comments about vis-
itor controls . Though his "bar the

Is it possible that before too long
rangers will be checking the geo-
graphic origins of visitors and turn-
ing away Californians on certain
days of the week?

Californians" proposal may have
been ill-advised, giving long-
range thought to the problem of
overuse is not. Among Mott's
other ideas for controlling visita-
tion are persuading Americans to
use less-popular and less-popu-
lated parks, and expanding exist-
ing parks and creating new ones.

While restrictions on Califor-
nia residents at Yosemite 's gates
are not imminently to be im-
posed, perhaps other visitor limits
and controls, not based on resi-
dency can be implemented.
To support such controls, park
officials must do a better job of
assessing visitor impact and deter-
mining the appropriate level of
use . Given our country's growing
population and the mounting de-
mand for outdoor recreation,
parks like Yosemite cannot with-
stand the continually growing
pressure of unrestricted visitation
indefinitely.
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Yosemite Viewpoints

A Modest Proposal

I enjoyed Frank Bonaventura 's
" Slowly Die the Embers " in the
Winter 1988 issue of Yosemite.
It refreshed in ' my mind the Fire-
fall 's history and brought back
fond memories of the many en-
joyable times spent viewing this
historical tradition . Its demise
was with disappointment, but
understanding.

However, there is a more seri-
ous and dangerous matter that
plagues Yosemite Valley that I
would like to see ended . The Fire-
falls met its demise in favor of
the environment . I'd like to pro-
pose that Valley mountain climb-
ing meet its demise in favor of
the thousands of visitors who
come to see the Valley's grandeur
without the circus distractions of
rock climbers, the anxiety of their
potential falling, and the terrible
witnessing of some of them fall-
ing to their deaths.

Mountain climbing has no
place in Yosemite Valley. Corpses
hanging on El Capitan and traffic
snarled by rubber neckers hoping
to see someone fall are foreign
elements that should not pollute
the Valley 's towering beauty.

Please help us rid our Valley of
this blood and guts sport . Encour-
age your readers to write the
National Park Service Director,
William Penn Mott, Jr. (Depart-
ment of the Interior, Washington
DC 20240) ; the Secretary of the
Department of the Interior,
Donald Paul Hodel (Washington
DC 20240) ; President Ronald W.
Reagan (1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Washington DC 20500);
and their federal legislators to
take action to remove climbers
from the Valley walls.

J . Carlyle Parker
Turlock

Little Commitment to
the GMP

I, for one, do not believe that the
1980 General Management Plan
for Yosemite was "ill-conceived,"
as stated in the Spring issue of the
Yosemite Association newsletter.

In 1980, when the Plan finally

was approved, it represented the
hopes and expectations of the
thousands of people who partici-
pated in the planning process . No
plan ever before published by
government was reflective of
such a strong public voice.

There is nothing ill-conceived
about the GMP recommen-
dations . What has been ill-
conceived is a commitment to
implement the Plan.

The appointment of James
Watt as Secretary of the Interior
did nothing to help with commit-
ment to the then newly approved
Plan. In subsequent years, the
park staff has had to struggle just
to deal with failing utility sys-
tems, deteriorating roads, and in-
creasing congestion.

Still, the basic, underlying
message in the Plan is valid . The
message is that in Yosemite, one
of the greatest of all national
parks, this generation should find
the means, the courage, and the
money to undo intrusive develop-
ment which no longer' is essential
to public enjoyment of the park.

We can debate " essential, " but
let us not write off a well con-

ceived General Management Plan
in the absence of that debate.

I have read that each of the
new Stealth Bombers will cost
$450,000,000 . Oh, for the price
of one bomber, or even a wing or
cockpit, as an investment in the
natural splendor of Yosemite.
Then the Plan will be alive and
dust free.

We must make this invest-
ment . We must keep faith with
those who have cared for the park
in past decades, and, more impor-
tantly, those who will inherit the
product of our care .

Bob Binnewies
Mariposa

Mr. Binnewies is a former Superinten-
dent of Yosemite National Park.
— Editor.

Sixty Miles in Six Days

I recently completed the Yosemite
Association's Trans Sierra Ski Trip.
It was a most rewarding experi-
ence . The trip was well planned
and executed . From the initial
meeting to the logistics of van
and airplane travel through the
day-to-day adventure of skiing
60 miles in six days with eight

friends, the trip proceeded
smoothly.

I was favorably impressed
with the leadership of Tory Finley
and Janet Hardy. They are amaz-
ing: thoughtful, knowledgeable,
sensitive, capable decision-
makers, upbeat, hard working
and more.

For so long I've wanted to
do a Trans Sierra Ski Trip . Thanks
for helping make it an
accomplishment.

W.M. Peffley
Santa Barbara

Ptarmigan Study
I wish to express my sincere
gratitude for the Yosemite Associ-
ation research grant awarded to
my study of ptarmigan habitat
ecology. Thank you and the mem-
bership of Y.A . for acknowledging
the value of this research . I
appreciate the Association' s
confidence in my ability to suc-
cessfully complete this project.

Glenn Frederick
Lee Vining, CA

To all National Park
Cooperating Associations
Last week I was presented with
the consolidated Annual Report
of the National Park cooperating
associations . Your many ac-
complishments of last year and
your goals for this year are
impressive . I want to take this op-
portunity to tell you how much I
appreciate all of your support and
dedication . A 12 percent increase
in sales and a 29 percent increase
in Aid to the National Park Ser-
vice is fantastic . Even more im-
portant are the services that you
have provided to millions of vis-
itors to your national park sites.
By offering quality publications,
informational materials and per-
sonal services, you have greatly
enhanced the visitors ' experience,
and you should be very proud of
the positive influence that you
have had.

Keep up the good work, and
thank you for a "Job Well Done!"

William Penn Mott
Director, US National
Park Service
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Members' Meeting
Taking Shape

It ' s almost time once again for
the Yosemite Association 's An-
nual Members ' Meeting. Sched-
uled for Wawona on September
10 and 11, this will be the Associa-
tion's thirteenth annual meeting.
We are pleased to announce that
Patricia Schifferle, the Wilderness
Society's Regional Director for
California and Nevada, has ag-
reed to be our guest speaker. Her
address will concern the Wilder-
ness Society 's recent report on the
state of U.S . National Parks in-
cluding Yosemite.

Registration for the meeting
will begin Saturday at 11 :30am in
front of the Thomas Hill Studio
at the Wawona Hotel and con-
tinue through 1 :00pm .The
Thomas Hill Studio will serve as
Y.A . headquarters throughout the
weekend . At noon, cheese and
crackers will be served at The
Pioneer History Center where the
business meeting will begin at
1 :00pm . Following the meeting
(about 4 :00pm), a wine reception
and raffle will be held, and at
5 :00pm a barbecue steak dinner
is scheduled on the lawn of the
Wawona Hotel.

Programs for the weekend
will be available at registration
and at the Wawona Hotel front
desk. Be sure to bring your own
lawn chairs or blankets for the
business meeting as there are no
chairs or benches . On Sunday, a
schedule of interpretive walks

and other programs is planned.
At the meeting members may

nominate by petition candidates
for the three board seats to be
filled by election this fall . Petitions
will be available at the registra-
tion area, and must be signed by
25 or more current members in
attendance at the meeting . For
petitions to be valid, they must
be filed with the Chairman or
the President by 5 :00pm on
September 10.

For the meeting we have set
aside a number of rooms at the
Wawona Hotel . To insure fairness
in the process of allotting these
rooms, we conducted a lottery for
interested members . Results of
the lottery were to be mailed on
August 12 . If you would like infor-
mation regarding alternative ac-
commodations in the Wawona
area, please call our office.

Those members who are
without housing are encouraged
to attend the meeting anyway.
Besides the usual business meet-
ing, walks and talks, raffle and
other events, we will enjoy a
western-style steak barbecue on
the grounds of the Wawona
Hotel. To insure your place at din-
ner on Saturday, please send a
check made payable to the Yo-
semite Association for $12 .00 per
adult and $7.50 per child, 9 years
or younger. Mail it to Members'
Meeting, PO Box 230, El Portal,
CA 95318 .

Membership Booth
in the Valley

Holly Warner

This summer a group of highly
dedicated Yosemite Association
members is staffing a new mem-

bership recruitment booth inYo-
semite Valley. The wooden
booth, located in the shade be-
tween the Visitors Center and
the Ansel Adams Gallery, serves
many functions.

While informing visitors about
the Association and encouraging
them to become members is the
primary job of the volunteers,
they find themselves involved in
handling all sorts of inquiries
ranging from directions to the
nearest bathroom to routes into
the most remote areas of the
backcountry!

Some questions are easily
answered, and in other cases vis-
itors are directed to the appropri-
ate place for additional informa-
tion. Either way, there is a lot of
public contact . As of mid-July, the
volunteers had recruited more
than 50 newYA members (includ-
ing 2 life members) and assisted
scores of present members in a
variety of ways.

The Valley membership booth
allows the Association a more vis-
ible presence with the summer
visiting public, thanks entirely
to these cheerful, well-informed
volunteers .

In addition to gaining new
members and taking a bit of the
heat off the mid-summer crunch
at the Visitors Center, the volun-
teers are staffing the new Muse-
um Exhibit Gallery. This is a boon
to the National Park Service, fre-
eing up NPS employees for other
pressing assignments and keeping
the gallery open to the public
every day of the week.

The summer exhibit in the gal-
lery is " Early Yosemite Photog-
raphy" — photographs made from
rare glass plate negatives . The
new gallery will allow thousands
of visitors to see parts of the
Park 's extensive Museum collec-
tion in rotating exhibits.

Most of this summer's group
of enthusiastic volunteers are old
hands, having worked in the past
at the Yosemite Fund kiosk.
Dorothy Kirkpatrick has returned
for her fourth summer in the
Park, and Ethel and Eston Davis
and Sally Murray are all in their
third year. Marjorie Brooks, De-
nise Gedrimas, Kathleen Orr,
Joyce Halley, and Oscar Whit-
tington are back for the second
time, and Jean Thompson is new
this year.

The volunteers have a sched-
ule which combines work and
play with four days on, then three
days off to hike and explore.
While it 's clear these people love
their time in the Park, the Yosem-
ite Association is deeply grateful
to them for all their good work . If
you are in the Valley this summer
or fall, be sure to stop by and
say hello!

Registration at Thomas Hill Studio, Wawona Hotel

Cheese and crackers at The Pioneer History Center

Members ' Meeting at The Pioneer History Center

Wine Reception and raffle at The Pioneer History
Center

Barbecue dinner on the lawn of the Wawona Hotel

Old-Time Barn Dance in the gray barn adjacent to
the History Center

Sunday, September 1 1

A schedule of interpretive walks, programs and other activities.
Details to be available at time of meeting.

Meeting Schedule

Saturday, September 90

1130am

12 :00 noon

1 :00pm

4:00pm

5:00pm

8 :00pm
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If outstanding scenic beauty and wilderness values
are degraded, the reasons for designating Yosemite
as a national park will be invalidated.

Continued from page 1
20,000 cars entered the park,
there was a four-hour traffic jam
and an ambulance was forced
onto a bicycle path to get by. "

The Park Service has worked
to reduce traffic in Yosemite Val-
ley, but the sheer volume of cars
often offsets increased shuttlebus
availability and the park 's "park
and ride" thrust. Complicating
the problem is that pursuant to
the Master Plan, a number of
parking spaces have been elimi-
nated from Yosemite Valley. Re-
lated restrictions of automobiles
have not been imposed, although
a traffic flow program has been
developed for peak weekends.

Logging activities outside the
boundaries of the park have long
concerned park managers . Great
numbers of animal species regu-
larly move between forest and
park areas oblivious to the arbi-
trary boundaries imposed by the
US Government. In the Stanislaus
National Forest, increases in
the level of logging activity have
been noted by the NPS which has
regularly commented on timber
forest plans.

Unfortunately, the comments
of park representatives are not
always heeded, and logging on
private lands near the park is regu-
lated by the California Depart-
ment of Forestry. The concept of
national parks as islands has been
shown to be invalid, and exten-
sive disturbance of habitat near
Yosemite could have devastating
effects on park wildlife.

The Wilderness Society
addressed this problem with the
following recommendation : " Be-
cause so many of the national
parks are bordered by national
forests and other lands managed
by the federal government, it
should be possible to adopt sound
ecosystem management practices
that reflect the interdependence
of the areas. Straight lines on a
map mean little to wildlife,
streams and other components
of a natural system . But too often
decisions made on Bureau of
Land Management or national
forests arc at odds with the goals

of the nation's parks ."
Other threats to Yosemite

noted in the report include sight-
seeing aircraft overflights and con-
struction of second homes at the
periphery of the park. While over-

Traffic congestion and resultant air
pollution were identified by the Wil-
derness Society as threats to Yosem-
ite . Below : the peaceful landscape of
Yosemite 's Tenaya Lake .

flights are subject to certain height
restrictions, the regulations are
often violated, and the number
of airplanes and other craft
occupying park air space is stag-
gering on many occasions . The
US Congress has been working
to solve this problem in other
parks as well, notably the Grand
Canyon.

t•



YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, SUMMER 1988

	

PAGE NINE

A unanimous feeling that the national parks are en-
dangered, underfunded and maintained deficiently.

The $1 .9 Billion Deficiencies

Underlining the Society 's
findings is a recent report of the
US General Accounting Office
which detailed a list of deficencies
at Yosemite based on operational
and maintenance problems affect-
ing practically every aspect of the
park . It is estimated that the de-
ficiencies alone would cost $76

You could see the eco-
system collapse here
in the future if changes
are not made in the
upstream agricultural
practices.
Mike Finley, Superintendent,
EVERGLADES

Park Superintendent
Jim Thompson said he
is most concerned
about development
directly adjacent to the
park's boundaries,
primarily on the east-
ern side. The worst
example is construction
of a three-story con-
dominium'only 3 feet
from the park's prop-
erty line, he said . As a
result of such develop-
ment, Thompson said
dogs are running loose
and disturbing wildlife
while residents are
damaging park trails ."
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, 5/26/88

million to remedy. The same re-
port concludes that a total of $1 .9
billion is needed for repairs, con-
struction and trail rebuilding at
the nation 's parks, recreation
areas, national monuments and
other federal scenic areas.

Representatives of the Wilder-
ness Society contend that many
of the threats identified in their
report were pointed out in the

Further development of bike trails is
necessary before bicycles become a
safe transportation alternative in
Yosemite.

early 1980 's by a federal study, but
the Reagan administration has ig-
nored the problems. The report
also criticized the administra-
tion's refusal to use monies from
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund to acquire new parkland.

Apparently, the National Park
Service does not quibble with the
findings of the Wilderness Soci-
ety. In an address to a conference
of park Superintendents recently,
NPS Director William Penn Mott
characterized the state of the
parks as "deplorable ." Mott cited
a number of threats including de-
velopment, timber-cutting, and
oil and gas exploration, and made
reference to serious maintenance
deficiencies.

In urging the superintendents
to strive to protect their respective

park areas, the Director used such
descriptions as " desperate needs, "
"deplorable state" and "shameful"
when referring to the NPS system.

Depoliticize the NPS

Following Mott's speech, Rep-
resentative Bruce Vento of Min-
nesota supported the Director 's
points and charged the Reagan
administration with politicizing
park policy. He warned that the
"crown jewels" of the park sys-
tem should not be turned into
rhinestones.

Vento has sponsored a bill that
would create an autonomous
Park Service, taking it from under
the wing of the Interior Depart-
ment with the goal of depoliticiz-
ing the agency. He also hopes that
the NPS budget which has de-
clined by $275 million since 1980
will receive a higher priority from
Congress under his proposed
scheme.

With such a unanimous feel-
ing that the national parks are en-
dangered, underfunded and main-
tained deficiently, perhaps greater
funding emphasis will be given
them under the next administra-
tion . In Yosemite, the review and
revision of the General Manage-
ment Plan proposed by Super-
intendent Morehead should be
undertaken soon . As well, the
question of controlling traffic con-
gestion in Yosemite Valley should
be addressed seriously and as ex-
peditiously as possible . Lastly,
ways to coordinate management
of federal lands in and around
Yosemite should be explored
before further harm to park wild-
life occurs.

The unique resources which
prompted establishment of Yo-
semite National Park are immi-
nently threatened, and their
maintenance is inadequate ; a con-
tinuing pattern of underfunding
and overuse could lead to disturb-
ing consequences . If outstanding
scenic beauty and wilderness
values are degraded, the reasons
for designating Yosemite as a na-
tional park will be invalidated and
visitor experiences will suffer.
That prospect is unacceptable .
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Endangered Yosemite

Garrett De Bell

The Wilderness Society re-
cently declared Yosemite en-
dangered . Their primary concern,
external threats to Yosemite, not
park facilities as widely reported
by the media, is real and deserves
study followed by effective action.

Logging and second home de-
velopment on the park periphery
could prove seriously damaging
to critical wildlife habitat . Air
pollution from external sources,
particularly expanding industry
needs to be scrutinized.

Many readers may not be
aware of all that has already been

It may be necessary to ban campfires
like this to improve the air quality in
Yosemite Valley.

done to address the issues raised
by The Wilderness Society.

Air pollution

Stationary sources inYosem-
ite, such as boilers in Curry Com-
pany's hotels have been evaluated
and found to average approxi-
mately 100 times cleaner than the
already strict regulations require.
The few older and dirtier boilers
have been replaced with clean
burning units.

The well known shuttle sys-
tem has recently been expanded
to include a shuttle from Wawona
to the Big Trees, the newest addi-
tion to the system . Each passen-
ger who rides the shuttle aids the
cause of clean air.

The bike path system in Yo-
semite Valley now allows easy

One of the first airplanes to land in
Yosemite Valley. Nowproliferating
overflights threaten the peace and
wilderness values of the park.

use of bicycles, the least polluting
and most healthful alternative to
the private car, throughout the
East end of the Valley.

The newest initiative, recently
announced by Yosemite Superin-
tendent Jack Morehead, is a plan
to reduce the smoke from camp-
fires, ironically the major source
of visual air pollution in the Val-
ley. The plan will prohibit the
gathering of firewood beginning
next year. It is hoped that this will
eliminate the burning of green
and wet wood and thus signifi-
cantly reduce the amount of
smoke contributed by campfires.

Congestion

The shuttle bus system and
bike path system are the most
well known measures aimed at
congestion . Additionally a new
campground reservations system
has substantially reduced conges-
tion in the East end of Yosemite
Valley. Prior to the development
of the system campers would
drive to Yosemite and line up dur-
ing the early morning hours hop-
ing to find a campsite . Not only
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I heartily concur that
our mountain goat
population (of 1000) is
a major Olympic Park
threat . . ."
Bob Chandler, Superintendent
OLYMPIIC

were many people dissappointed
in not finding a space, but they
also contributed to congestion in
the meantime.

For those few days when con-
gestion becomes excessive, a new
traffic management plan goes
into effect . The NPS sets a limit
on the number of cars that can
enter the East end of Yosemite
Valley. When the number is
exceeded, those without con-
firmed overnight reservations are
advised to visit other areas of the
1200 square mile park until the
Valley has available space . While
this system is used very in-
frequently, it is an important
weapon in the arsenal against
congestion.

Scenic Overflights

The threat of frequent scenic
overflights has dramatically les-
sened thanks to recent legislation

At certain times during the year,
appreciation of the natural scene
becomes secondary to finding a
parking place . Logging near Yosem-
ite has resulted in erosion and
habitat disruption.

passed by Congress . The law,
introduced by Congressman
Tony Coelho, keeps flights 2000'
above the rim of the Valley. Curry
Company worked for legislation
prohibiting scenic overflights for
many years and refused to coop-
erate with overflight operators
who wanted to market their
flights through Curry Company
facilities.

These are just a few of the
many efforts that have success-
fully educed environmental
impacts in Yosemite . Many other
improvements will be made
through the efforts of The Na-
tional Park Service, The Yosemite
Fund, The Yosemite Association,
The Yosemite Institute, The Yo-
semite Park and Curry Company,
The Sierra Club, The Wilderness
Society and other Friends of
Yosemite.

Garrett De Bell, a life member of the
Yosemite Association, is an ecologist
who serves as environmental consul-
tant to The Yosemite Park and Curry
Company.

New Yosemite
Stamp a Hit

The new "Flag Over Yosemite"
postage stamp was officially re-
leased May 20, and judging from
the reaction of park visitors and
stamp collectors, it 's a popular
item. Postal officials estimated
that up to 250,000 of the stamps
were cancelled on the first day
of issue.

The new stamp was wel-
comed into existence by a special
ceremony in front of the Yosem-
ite Valley Post Office attended by
politicians, park personnel, and
hundreds of stamp enthusiasts
and visitors . The list of speakers
failed to daunt the stamp-hungry
collectors who bought the Yosem-
ite issue in large quantities.

The Yosemite flag stamp was
released to pay tribute to the nat-
ural beauty of Yosemite which
symbolizes our nation's heritage
of wilderness and freedom . The
Postal Service has printed 2 .2
billion copies of the stamp, and
they are likely to stay in use for
as long as 25 cent postage stamps
are around.

A unique feature of the stamp
is that it was not issued in sheets
as many other commemoratives
are . The flag stamp is available
only in " coils " . But collectors dis-
appointed by that fact should be
happy that the stamp even exists
at all . The post office receives
14,000 requests for special issue

stamps each year, and of those
only 20 end up as stamps. The
Yosemite stamp survived some
remarkable odds.

Some collectors made creative
uses of the flag stamp. Not only
did they obtain fist day cancel-
lations at Yosemite, but they
arranged to have the stamps can-
celled at related Iocations . For
example, several of the stamps
were taken to the Ahwahnee,
California post office for that
special tie.

For those unable to come to
Yosemite for the first day issue
celebration, the Yosemite Park &
Curry Co . developed a handsome
commemorative envelope upon
which is affixed the cancelled
"Flag Over Yosemite" stamp (see
illustration) . The envelope with
cachet is available from the
Yosemite Association for $1 .75.
If you would like to purchase
one or more by mail, please use
the order form on page 14 of
this issue.
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Books of Interest

A selection of new noteworthy
books that illustratates the wide
and varied scope of Yosemite and
the High Sierra region, as well as
the national parks generally. Each
title can be purchased from the
Association at any Visitor Center
or park bookstore, or by mail
order using the order form on
page 14 of this issue . Members of
the Association are entitled to a
15% discount off retail prices.

John Muir in His Own Words
(A Book of Quotations)
Peter Browning
Great West Books, 1988.
#11870 (paper) $9 .95.
Mr. Browning has compiled and
edited a long-needed collection
of John Muir quotations which
features an excellent subject
index . The index makes it easy to
find the exact text of familiar quo-
tations, and allows the reader to
discover new excerpts using a
chosen topic . Interestingly, the
quotations have been arranged
chronologically by date written
(rather than by date published).
Reading the book straight
through, then, reveals Muir's
changing sytle and content over
the years . Painstaking biblio-
graphic references make this
an invaluable addition to one 's
Muir library.

Yellowstone to Yosemite
(Early Adventures in the
Mountain West)
Lito Tejada-Flores, ed.
Western Eye Press, 1988.
#18550 (paper) $12 .95.
This publication consists of fas-
cinating excerpts from the 19th
century work entitled "Pictures-
que America . " Focusing on the
western chapters of that earlier
volume, the book is divided into
five sections . Recorded are early
travel adventures along the Yel-
lowstone, among the Rocky
Mountains, down the canyons of
the Colorado and Green Rivers,
in the high country of Utah and
the Sierra Nevada, and into Yo-
semite Valley. Published in an
over-sized format, with illustra-
tions by Thomas Moran.

Birds of Yosemite and the
East Slope
David Gaines
Artemisia Press, 1988.
#6325 (paper) $16 .50.
Completed and published just
prior to his untimely death, this
exhaustive treatment of Yosemite
birds is a testament to the know-
ledge and sensitivity of David
Gaines . A total reworking and ex-
pansion of his earlier work, "Birds
of the Yosemite Sierra," the book
details the distribution, status,
abundance and habitat of every
species known to occur in the Yo-
semite and Mono Lake regions of
California's Sierra Nevada . Illus-
trated by Keith Hansen, this is a
must for fans of Yosemite birds
and David Gaines.

Cyclists' Route Atlas
A Guide to the Gold Country
& High Sierra/South
Randall Gray Braun
Heyday Books, 1988.
#9250 (paper) $8.95.
This thorough atlas will direct
bicyclists to 28 spectacular and
varied routes through rolling
Sierra foothills, the historic gold

country, into the majesty of Yo-
semite National Park, and onto
the high desert of the Mono Lake
region. No matter what your abil-
ity or interest, this guide will
allow you to explore the diverse
Yosemite region with confidence
on your bicycle.

Guide to the Theodore
Solomons Trail
Dennis Gagnon
Western Tanager Press, 1987.
#11390 (paper) $9 .95.
An alternative route to the heav-
ily used John Muir Trail between
Yosemite and Mt. Whitney, the
Theodore Solomons Trail is a
lower elevation route that passes
through some of the finest coun-
try in the Sierra Nevada . This au-
thoritative guide describes the
trail, recommends twenty other
backcountry trips (from day hikes

DS of YOSEMI' V's

and the East Slope

to long backpacks), and comes
complete with maps, directions
to road heads, and addresses for
Forest and Park Service permit
offices.

Southern Yosemite Rock
Climbs
Mark and Shirley Spencer
Condor Designs, 1988.
#16385 (paper) $15 .95.
Intended for technical rock clim-
bers, this guidebook treats a vari-
ety of climbing routes on the
west slope of the Southern Sierra.
Coverage includes southernYo-
semite and the Sierra National
Forest . Complete maps and charts
are featured along with indexes
of climbs by grade and first as-
cents . With chapters on the Mount
Starr King and Wawona regions,
this is a valuable addition to the
literature of Yosemite climbing.

JOHN NUJ I R
IN HIS OW N W()121)s
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Yosemite Place Names by Peter
Browning . This new book ex-

plains how the names of Yosemite
came to be and includes the record
of who named what when . Many
peculiar and humorous anecdotes
have been collected in this com-
prehensive volume . Great West
Books, 1988 . #19850 (paper).
$12 .95 .

D Yosemite —A Reader 's Digest
Video. This new video tape

allows the viewer to experience
the spectacular beauty and eternal
grandeur of Yosemite National
Park from the most scenic vantage
points. The full-color production
utilizes specially scored stereo
music and enlightening narration.
Running time : 55 minutes . #4594
(VHS only). $24 .95.

EYosemite 1989 Calendar. Pro-
duced by the Dream Garden

Press, the Yosemite calendar has
become a favorite of Y.A . mem-
bers . With 14 colorful photographs
in a 10" x 13" format, and interest-
ing Yosemite vignettes for each
month . It's not too early to buy
your 1989 calendar now. #4181.
$8 .95.

B Yosemite Note Cards . This set
of eight hill-color note cards

has just been published by the Yo-
semite Association . Featuring dis-
tinctive photographs of Yosemite
by William Neill, the cards come
boxed with white envelopes.
#1440. $6 .75.

Books, 1987 #11580 (paper) . $8 .95 .

T

C Indians of the Yosemite Valley
and Vicinity by Galen Clark.

Originally published in 1907, this
is a reprint of a classic Yosemite
work by one of the park's most
colorful residents . Includes illustra-
tions by Chris Jorgensen and
numerous photographs . Diablo

Tan
ey paved paradise
d put up a parking lot

JONI MITCHELL "BIG YELLOW TAXI."

F Yosemite Wildflower Trails by
Dana C . Morgenson. This

layman's guidebook to the color-
ful world of Yosemite 's flowering
plants has been out of print for
some time now and was just re-
printed by the Association. With
some 400 species included and
125 color illustrations, this guide
to the flowers along the roads and
trails of Yosemite is both handy
and informative . #925 $6.95 .
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Yosemite Association Cap.
Complete your outdoor

wardrobe with this trendy item
from the Association collection!
It 's the perfect hat for a hot, sunny
day in the great outdoors—mesh
fabric to keep a cool head, a gener-
ous bill to shade your face, and ad-
justable strap in the back to insure
a good fit for everyone . All of this
plus the Yosemite Association
patch to let everyone know what
your favorite organization is!
Brown with white accent.
#1600, $6.00 .

H
Yosemite Association Mug.
This distinctive and func-

tional white ceramic mug has our
logo and name imprinted in
brown . Holds eight ounces of
your favorite beverage . #1625,
$5 .00.

r Ostrander Lake TT-shirts . Become
J affiliated with an elite Yosemite
ski club with one of our fashion-
able " Ostrander Lake Ski Club"
t-shirts . Available in both long-
sleeve (light blue) and short-sleeve
(white) models, the Ostrander
shirts are heavyweight 100% cot-
ton printed in four colors.
Short-sleeve (S,M,L,XL), $10 .50.
#1670
Long-sleeve (S,M,L,XL), $15 .00.
#1674

I(Pelican Pouch, Wilderness Belt
Bag. The Pelican Pouch is not

only perfect for carrying field
guides, but also offers instant
access to all the small items that
are usually buried in your pack—
pocket camera, lenses, maps, or
your favorite trail mix! The Pouch
is designed with frontsnap fasten-
ers on the straps. This allows com-
fortable positioning on your
belt—even between belt loops ; no
need to take your belt off first . The
material is high quality Cordura
pack cloth with a waterproof coat-
ing on one side . Beige with the
dark brown and white Yosemite
Association patch, the Pelican
Pouch measures 8 x 5 x 2½
inches . #1690, $11 .95 .

J
Yosemite Enamel Pin. Designed
especially for the Association,

our enamled metal pin is a work
of art. Each of the 10 different
glazes is hand placed and sep-
arately fired . The result, from
William Spear Design, is an eye-
catching and colorful piece . The
metal enamel pins are relief
engraved in a 7/s x 2" size.
#1695, $11 .95.

L
Yosemite Association Decals
and Patches . Our association

of-
fered
logo, depi

pictin
ctingHalfDome is

to our members in these two
useful forms . Help announce your
affiliation with our organization
to others by purchasing and using
Yosemite Association patches and

	

y

	

p

	

decals . Patch #1635, $1 .50 ; DecalEach

#1636, $1.00.

Order Form Credit card orders call

(209) 379 2648 Monday-Friday, 8 :30am-4 :30pm

	

Qt

	

Size

	

Desalt/ontion
Price

Total

M
YosemiteAssociation T-
Shirts . Comfortable, 100%

cotton, light tan colored Hanes
"Beefy T" shirts are printed with
the Association's Half Dome logo
in brown.
Child sizes (short sleeve) : small,
#1650, medium #1651, and large
#1652, $7.05.
Adult sizes (short sleeve): small
#1653, medium #1654, large
#1655 and extra-large #1656,
$9 .40 ; (long sleeve) : small #1657,
medium #1658, large #1659 and
extra-large #1660, $11 .75.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Item #

M

Less 15% Member's Discount:
Subtotal A:

6% Sales Tax (CA customers only)
Shipping charge

Total enclosed

$ 1 .50

Ordered by:
Name:
Address:
City:

	

State :

	

Zip:

Membership Number:
Yosemite Association, P .O . Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318
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YA Funds Five
Research Grants
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The newly initiated "grants pro-
gram " of the Yosemite Associa-
tion became operative early this
summer when five different re-
search projects totalling some
$19,000 were approved for fund-
ing . Under the supervision of the
research program of the National
Park Service, the grant recipients
are already at work on their re-
spective projects.

Subjects of the funded re-
search are quite varied . A detailed
palynological (pollen) study of
Peregoy Meadow will be underta-
ken by Dr. R . Scott Anderson of
Northern Arizona University. He
hopes to document the changes
in climate and vegetation of the
area over the past 2,000 to 10,000
years . Estimated completion with
report is February, 1989, and col-
lected data will be incorporated

into the Park Geographic Infor-
mation System.

Another study will focus on
the white)tailed ptarmigan, an in-
troduced species in the Sierra Ne-
vada. Glenn Frederick of Hum-
boldt State University hopes to
determine the distribution and
abundance of the ptarmigan in
the Sierra and to develop informa-
tion about the habitat ecology of
the bird . His is a two year project.

Susan J . Smith, also of North-
ern Arizona University, has as her
research goal the reconstruction
of the long-term vegetation and
Eire history records of Swamp
Lake through an analysis of fossil
pollen and charcoal that has ac-
cumulated since the last glacia-
tion. In doing this reconstruction,
she hopes to derive a history of
climatic changes in the region .

Her work should be completed
late this summer.

The mountain beaver (Ap-
lodontia ru(a) is considered the
most primitive living rodent . In
the Sierra, it is a candidate for the
endangered species list. Paul Todd
of the University of Montana has
designed a research study to de-
termine the distribution, colony
abundance, and habitat require-
ments of this mysterious mam-
mal in Yosemite National Park.
Date of completion for the two
year project is November, 1989.

The final grant will allow
Howard Weamer, a YA seminar
instructor and gifted photogra-
pher, to research and write a 50
year history of the Ostrander
Lake Ski Hut . Having spent 15
winters at Ostrander in his capac-
ity as hutkeeper, Weamer has spe-

cial qualifications to undertake
the book which will cover such
topics as early skiing, construc-
tion information, natural history,
and visitor use over the years . He
hopes to see his work published
by December, 1990.

The Yosemite Association is
delighted to be able to assist
these scientists and researchers
with their work, and to add to
the body of knowledge about
Yosemite.

Similar grant funding is plan-
ned for 1989 . The application
deadline for next year 's program
is December 1, 1988 . Interested
persons should write or call the
Association for an application and
further information.

New Members

We would like to welcome to the
Yosemite Association the follow-
ing fine persons who became
members within the past three
months . Your support is greatly
appreciated.

Regular Members

Jane Maushardt, Mary Ann Morgan,
Mark 0 Bagley, Michelle Rogers,
Roger & Nancy Rudolph, Holly Hen-
ning, JL Cooley, Gary & Beth Cher-
der, Donald R Floyd, Beth Elliott, Ken
Engstrom, Barbara Foushee, Steve
Lambros & Laurie Gerloff, Julienne
Schuller, Geri Nicholson, Dorothy
Robins, Ruth Mitchell, Christine L
Reeves, Sally R Jones, Charles F
McClure, Chloe Fonda, Ron &

. Kahanah Farnsworth, JM Pittman,
Janet Humphrey, Mike Donovan,
Joan E Black, Rex Butler, Hildebrand
Kern, Mark Levy, Clifford J Liehe,
John A McClary, Margaret Paulson,
Joyce & Eugene Shatkin, Marilyn
Smith, Elizabeth Weidman, Bruce M
Ball, Daniel L Day, Christopher Jus-
tice, Mr & Mrs Keith Graeme, John
& Luann Kurnick, George A Reams,
Tim Ryan, Hal Smigla, Katrina Bod-
rock, Pat Dentinger, Carol Raphael,
Catherine Rines, Denise Lucich, Mary
Evelyn Panttaja, Mr & Mrs Michael
Noel], Patti McLean-Cahal, Michael
& Ellen Brock, Warren R Coleman,
Peter Gordon Green, Teresa & Dennis
O 'Connell, Lila Philpot, Stuart Mac-

Nee, Leslie Williams, Marylew Breese,
Pamela Collinsworth, Maryanne
Dresner, Allen Kuhlow, Karyn Kakiba,
JohnT Denning, Stuart McKelvey,
Diane Scholz, Karen Baddell, Dick
Cook, Vivane DuToit, Amelie Mel de
Fontenay, Stewart B Nixon, David
Shaw, Barbara Allen, Patricia Oliver,
Roberta Baker, Pauline Burn, Michael
Crowell, Ray Brandlein, Katrina
Church, James Nachwey, Mr & Mrs
John Olsen, Joanne Sobel, Edwin C
Williams, Catherine Paul Winter-
ingham, Beverly Enoch, Harold M
Fetters, Vonnie Read, Davida Simon,
Susan Skiff, Carol Brooks, Paula
DeGroot, Phyllis M Morad, Rob P:
Christine Wachs, Carol & Clark Bur-
ton, Susan Paulica, Brian Fagen,
Beverly Valadao, Satyan Azzaro, Jan
& Don LaBrucherie, Barry Homer,
George S Mansfield, Dorthea Barn-
ford, Lois R Keefe, Barbara Milligan,
Mary S Donahue, Mr & Mrs Hugh
Silcox, Fred Spading, Susan Terryy,
Crayton Thorup, James R Brooks,
Richard Gibson, Diane & Charles
Crim, Michael Renta, M Wellington
& Curt Benningfield, Doris Williams,
Rebecca & John Ames, Karen Carnot,
Kathleen F Chavez, Larry B
Diminyatz, Deanna Hamilton, Allen
L Jeffries, Frances Klarmann, Patricia
& Kelly McBride, Shannon McBride,
Tracy & Ross McBride, Tamara
Myers, Jonathon Seagle, Marie Hero-
nen, Bryan Brouhard, Larry Duke,
Celeste M Evans, Cathy Fleischmann,
Steve Groundholm, Carol Knight,
Catherine E LaEfoon, Betty L McMar-
tin, Terry & John Pfefferle, Thomas &
Joanne Saplinor, Lou Seaale, Tom &
Barbara Silver, Helen Strickland,

Michelle Pierce, Brian Killigrew,
Richard A Lewis, Gordon & Francis
McPeak, William Walden, ELA,
Hiroshi Tokunaga, Louis G Conlan,
Bob R O 'Brien, Jane F Petitmermet,
Jayne Kestler, Peter C Andressen, Paul
& Susan Couchman, Ronald Haenny,
Joshua Greenblatt, Charles A Heid-
brink, Ken Kato, John Bohnert, Bette
Broach, Joe & Sherry Coueney, Judie
Edwards, LA Public Library, Linda M
Stern, Bernard M Arbelide, Marsha
Barnett, CA State Univ . Fresno, Bruce
T Ferris, Barbara Groth, Walter
Taguchi, Nicolette Wright, Virginia
Freed, R Feraru, Jim Vidano, Pamela
Alexander, Dr GW Brownridge,
Mildred & Jerry Carnot, Bruce Eisner,
Christopher & Dorothy Harrison,
Tim &Tina Kerbrat, Yoshiko
Amemiyo, Sally H Arnold, Mr & Mrs
Frand Brunneman, Mr & Mrs Elliot
Ferdon, Mr & Mrs Robert Hanna, Jay
Harrison, William & Geraldine Has-
trup, Frances Anne Jaekle, Johanna
Nielsen, Carol M Ramesa, Robert
Rusk, William Snow, Clark R ail-
linger, Joan E Cowan, Bruce &
Nathan Donkser, John J Garcia, David
& Donna Spillman, Rev Bill & Stella
Vasquez, Pat & Ron Bradley, Michael
Bowman, Maggie Snow, Eldon &
Sharon Swanson

Supporting Members

Alice Lois Cota, Peter C Muller, Ann
Failing, Michale Kane, Mr & Mrs
Lous Hart, Jean C Bourns, Milton B
Irvine, Joyce Halley, Amelia M Peter-
son, Don Smith, Debra K Cram, Bill
Schroeder, Bruce Curtis, Stephen K
Hall, Jack D Miller, Paul R Zappettini,

Ellen M Clark, Carolyn & Pete Cour-
ture, Doug Krajnovich, Victor Salcedo,
Les J Mayer, Frank Pajerski, James &
Nancy McNamara, Tom Wheeler,
Jerri & Clyde Shearer, Katherine Fro-
man, Ed Foubert, Simon Burrow, Judy
Lovett, Pauline Derbyshire, Mark
Goebel, Mr & Mrs Pat Taylor, Don
Ferenci, Lawrence Smith Jr, Diane &
Jeff Pearson, John F Christensen,
Ursala Clutten, Jane & Jose Castel-
lanos, Ann M Briggs, Jack & Barbara
Kling, Laura Rubin

Contributing Members

William A Knapp, Cheryl O'Cal-
laghan, Layne K Cram, Melissa J
Hamilton, Dr Gary Marcus, Vahe &
Roxy Dimijian, Charles Mastache,
Lucille & Steve Wassman, Rey & Jean
Gutierrez, Angela diGualco, Terrence
M Casella, Don Mathews, Robert N
Beck, Patricia 0 Lisser, Richard G
Theodore, Cornelia BWattley,
Rebecca & Thomas Moran, Sharon
McGrath, Linda & Harry Meyer

Sustaining Members

Mike & Angela Schlinger, Mr & Mrs
Keiji Higashi, Mr & Mrs P Juenger-
mann, Dr Ronald Gerecht, Dr Omar
Fareed, Katherine A Bacon, Dale
Arends & Donna Semelmaker, PL
Loughlin, Judy S Shelton, Jennifer
Normoyle, Donald L Gerecht

Life Members

Sherry Piatt & Dennis Diving, Natalie
Cobby
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Join the Yosemite
Association

You can help support the work
of the Yosemite Association by
becoming a member. Revenues
generated by the Association's
activities are used to fund a vari-
ety of National Park Service pro-
grams in Yosemite . Not only does
the Yosemite Association publish
and sell literature and maps, it
sponsors field seminars, the
park's Art Activity Center, and
the Ostrander Lake Ski Hut .

you join us in our effort to make

	

*A A Yosemite Association decal;
Yosemite an even better place•

	

and

Member Benefits

As a member of the Yosemite
Association, you will enjoy the
following benefits:

Yosemite, the Association bulle-
tin, published on a quarterly
basis;

A 15% discount on all books,
maps, posters, calendars and pub-
lications stocked for sale by the
Association;

Thomas J Shephard,
Chairman

Beverly Barrick
Barbara DeWitt
Carlo S Fowler
Edward C Hardy
E H McLaughlin
William) Popejoy
Richard Reitnauer
Lennie Roberts
David Robertson
Anne Schneider
Phyllis Weber
Daniel Wolfus

	

Claire Haley
Leonard W McKenzie,

NPS Representative Membership
John M Morehead,

	

Coordinators
NPS Representative

Jeffery C Lapham,
Ex officio

Elvira Nishkian,
Ex officio

Steven P Medley

Sales

Patricia Wight,
Manager

Rose Laughter,
Assistant

Seminar
Coordinator
Penny Otwell

Bookkeeper/
Office Manager

Life Member. Matted color photo-
graph by Howard Weamer of aA critical element in the suc-

cess of the Association is its mem- Association in Yosemite National

	

Yosemite scene ; and

bership . Individuals and families

	

Park;

	

Participating Life- ember: Ansel
throughout the country have long *The opportunity to participate

	

Adams Special Edition print, achi-
supported the Yosemite Associa-

	

in the annual Members' Meeting

	

vally mounted.
tion through their dues and their

	

held in the park each fall, along

	

Membership dues are tax-deducti-
personal commitments . Won't

	

with other Association activities ;

	

ble as provided by law

	

Richard C Otter,
Ex officio...e	 Jeffery C Lapham,
Ex officio

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a . . .

field seminars conducted by the

q

	

Regular Member $20 .00 q

	

Contributing Member q

	

Life Member
$50.00 $500.00

q

	

Supporting Member $35 .00 q

	

Sustaining Member q

	

Participating Life Member
$100 .00 $1,000.00

q

	

Spouse add $5 .00

Name (please print) : Phone Number:

Address : City : State/Zip :

Enclosed is my check or money order for $

	

, or charge to my credit card

Bankamericard/VISA : Number

Mail to:
Yosemite Association, Post Office Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318 . 209/379-2646

For Office Use

Paid :

	

Card #

	

Exp . Date :

	

Gift :

	

File :

	

Comp:

A 10% discount on most of the

Gail Pyle
Holly Warner

Secretary/Cashier
Lorelei Beck

Consultant
Henry Berrey

Yosemite
Foundation
Coordinator
Karen Cobb

Moving?
If you are moving, or have
recently moved, don't forget
to notify us . You are a valued
member of the Association,
and we'd like to keep in touch
with you.

Expiration Date

MasterCard :

	

Number

	

Expiration Date

	

YseA\ite
is published quarterly for members of
the Yosemite Association, edited by
Steven P itIedley, and designed by Jon
Gooddtild/Tiad. Copyright ©1988
Yosemite Association . Submission of
manuscripts, photographs and other mate-
rials is welcomed

Yosemite
Association
Board of Trustees

	

President

Special membership gifts as
follows:

Supporting Members : Matted print
from an illustration by Jane Gyer
in "Discovering Sierra Trees" ;

Contributing Members: Full color
poster of Yosemite's wildflowers
by Walter Sydoriak;
Sustaining Members: A colorful
enameled pin depicting a Yosem-
ite waterfall by William Spear,

b
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