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Mysteries lie scattered about
all over Yosemite Mational Park
tany of us wanderers stumble
across these puzzles from the past
quite regularly — a large pile of
stones, a decaying pile of lumber
near timberline, an abandoned
tnine with its wooden hoisting
wiotks tumbled in, or the remains
ofa log cahin,

It's still possible for the curious
hiker to stop for a moment, scan
these decaying ruins of hurian
activity and ponder the passage
of time.

At Mono Fass on Yosemite's

eastern boundary are four cabins
built for use when the Golden
Crown Mine was operating. The
maost interesting of the cabins is
the only one with squared logs.
It wwas probably the first one con-
structed here, Sitting upon the
most naturally level ground, it
was constructed of the biggpest
whitebark pines in the area. The
largest squared log is 18 and a half
inches across — the remnane of a
veritable giant which once stood
at Mono Pass.

A close examination of the
cabin’s logs reveals owo-inch
round holes, five to six- inch
square notches, board slars nailed
tor the walls and ceilings, various

sguare nails, and cloth snagged
under nails or jarmmed in between
logs. By carefully studying these
bits of evidence and the methods
ather cabin builders used in ae
taching beds, tables and shebres
to the walls, it is possible to cre-
ate a mind'’s eye version of the
original appearance of the cabin's
interior. By also incorporating
information from govern-

ment records, old
newspapers and

the records of the
Mounr Gibbs Min-
ing Compary, new life
can be breathed into this
now-silent log shelter
Using all that can
be leamed using

New Life at the Golden Crown
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the techniques described above,
let's take a tnp to Mono Passin
the summer of 1882, What char-
acterized the cabin life of the
minerss What sounds would one
have heard; Whart smells and
sights would wou, as a visitor,
have experienced?

Piding horseback eastward
into Mono Fass, the forest slowly
thins unitl vou find vourself look-
ing out upon & vast bowl. To the
right i Mount Lewis, to the left
is Mount Gibbs, straight ahead
is Mono Pass, and beyond is sk
Berween Mount Gibbs and Mount
Lewis 13 a long, sloping meadow
bisected by a stream which Aows
from a pond at the pass.

To the left of the trail, on the
lorwver open slopes of Mount Gibbs
is one lone cabin, [ts owner, a
Fun-loving German immigrant,
August Cordes, is away warking
at his MNew Brunswick mine near
the crest of Mount Gibbs,

Whitebark pines are scattered
about the slopes on either side of
the meadow, but as you approach

thie bour Golden
i

Crown cabins, all buile bebween
1EH0 and 1882, nestle bencath

Miount Liewis, MNod

Crver; Thires of

loes 6l the cabin in the [oreeround.

the pass, you see more stumps
and fewer trees. At the head of
the pass the trail tumns rght, goes
downslope and crosses a man-
made dike between two ponds.
Your horse slowly plods upslope
directly towards the cabing ahead,
There are no trees to chscure
your view of this pass since they
have all been cut for cabin build-
ing, for timbering the mines and
for frewood.

Tothe left, a Few hundred feet
away, a young man is lying on his
side taking a break from work, He
was digging a test trench through
the gravel and rock to the bedrock
below. He looks up from carving
his initials in a log and waves ag
yOL pass.

The clop of horse hooves and
creak of leather is joined in the
distance by the sound of clanging
metal. Up ahead through the open
door of the eastemmost cabir,
the blacksmith is at work repair-
ing a braken pulley. Smaoke bil-
lowws from the stack at the back
of the cabin,

Growes of whitehadk pine which ance
oftered the muiners a mucl

weindbreak, were deared off Mono
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‘fou tie your horse to the rail
in back of one of the cabins and
begin to wander around. The
men are pretty accustomed to
visitors. The mountains which
surround Yosemite Stare Park
have become a popular place to
visit, and the truly adventurous
include a horseback trip either to
the Mount Dana area or through
Mono Fass down Bloady Canyon
to King's Ranch near Mono Lake!
Although the men are interested
in where you are from, they are
rmicre interested in the newspapers
you brought,

The sound of chopping comes
from the distant woods, Some-
one is felling trees on Orlando
Fuller's imber claim to let the
wood dry for next year's fire-
wood. Up the slope to the south-
east comes the roar of tumbling
tocks. A miner has wheeled a
cart of ore out of the Bulwark
tunnel on the Golden Crown
claim and dumped the load onro
the tailing pile.

Mear the cabins are taro other
bog structures, shaft-houses which
cover the two vertical mineshafis,
The structures keep out rain and
snoww and allow the men to work
through bad weather” Near the
western shaft-house men stand
around talking while the pulley is
being repaired. From the eastemn
shafe-house comes the sound of
a windlass hauling up another
load of rock — the squesk of
mietal pulleys and the strain of
heawvy rope.

From the opposite slope, the
south slope of Mount Gibbs,
comes a noige which elicits com-
plaints immediately from all
around, It's August Cordes on his

sledge screeching his way down
the mountain, bringing a load of
ore from his mine on top of Gibbs.
[t's & long way down and Cordes
i5 glad to be done with it. Most
of the way he slid on snow, mud
and grass, but towards the bot-
tom he hit more gravel and rock,

The long rays of evening’s sun
are turting Mount Lewds a bril-
liant crimson. The smell of stew
and Fresh-baked bread walts from
the square-logged cabin. The
men are guitting work, trating in
slowly. Some men sit on nearby
boulders, smoking and talking,
while others enter the cabin

The foreman, Orando Fuller,
invites you in for dinner Realiz-
ing that you will not get back to
camp in Tuolumne Meadows for
at least three hours, you readily
accept. As the door opens you
see the reflected glow of the
evenung fire Hickering on the
opposite wall. There is a burst of
laughter from the men inside.
One of them is reading aloud a
humorous article about a former
colleague of theirs now warking
in the mines at Mammoth,

As you enter the door, to the
lekt, is the freplace. On the nght
side of the fireplace is a shelf
where cans, boxes and sacks of
food rest. On the bench to the
left of the fireplace rests one of
the miners. He has just pulled off
his boots and is now concentrat-
ing on rubbing his sore feet.

You are asked to take a seat at
the table in the middie of the room
wihere the stew has just been
served up. A plare of steaming
sliced bread sits in the middle of
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the table. Conversations cease as
men sit devwn and hungrily devour
the food. The crudely made table
wibbles but serves irs purpase. It
is amazing that it starids up even
under Orlando’s Bst-pounding to
drive home a point he is trving to
make in his post-dinner debate
with another miner about politics
in Sacramento.

The conk s slicing more bread
on the sheff in the “kiechen” corner
— to the right of the fireplace.
This six-foot shelf is attached to
the wall with wooden dowels
and supported by legs. Both on
and under the shelf are more hags
and boxes of food. Above this
shelf and attached ro the ceiling is
a rectangle of oilcloth put in place
o protect foodstuifs and cook-
ware from the bits of twigs, dirt
ar eritters which fall from the
ceiling made of branches, pine
boughs, rocks and dirt.

Various kitchen implements
hang from random nails in the
kirchen cormer. Opposite the
fireplace on the other side of the
room are two beds where ane
miner is already sound asleep,
i the Hoor next to the bed is a
half-empty whiskey bottle. The
head of each bed is attached to
opposite walls and the feet are
freestanding on wooden legs.
Above the beds is a long shelf
with a fews books and personal
itemns. The shelf is artached to a
vertical board with haldi
coats, hats, pants, azpé%sjwu e
few wooden boxes are nailed to
the walls also serving as shelves.
A calendar and pictures of dance
hall girls hang from nails,

Through the glass window to
the left of the doot, vou can see
the sun setting fast, In spite of
the chinking and the sheets of
fabric fLaJJ.EE to the walls, gusting
wind whistles in through cracks.

After thanking Orlando and
the other miners for dinner, you
lead vour horse back to the trail.
Small groups of Clark'’s nutcrack-
ers are flying up From Bloady
Canyon to roost for the night in
forests to the west, The wind is
nowe rushing across this kooll

unabated. You Face into the wind 2

and pull your collar up around
your neck as the night air chills.

Cne last lock back. Behund the
cahins the top of Mountain Lewds
is radiant with the last shafs of
sunlight, A golden glow emanates
from the windows of the square.
logged cabin, Glad that the gsing
moon will illuminate your way,
vou look forward to seeing the
light in the cabin at Soda Springs
where the rest of your party is
camped.

John Baptiste Lembernt will no
doubt be up late again telling
wonderful tales of his mountain
wanderings and youthful days
of mining fever.

This sketch may seem simple
and straightforward, but it is
based on considerable detective
work, My research showed thar
the buildets of the squared-log
cabin began with good intentions
of constructing a cabin “horse-
high, bull-proaf and pig- tight”
But it appears they soon became
impatient, perhaps anxious to get
on with mining or driven hard by
the intensifying cold and wind.
Ag the cabin grew from the
ground up, the logs were squared
less and less, the comer construc-
tion changed, and the gaps be-
pween logs became greater,

A visitor today looking at the
walls with the wide gaps and
sunshine beaming through may
winder how things like wind,
dust and perhaps birds and bats
were kepr out, Wood slats, splic
from logs or branches, were either
wedged into a gap or were nailed
into place’ Even smaller gaps
were filled by jamming in bits of
tabric, usually wool or denim. This
still left a lot of space for wind to
whastle through.

These particular miners then
did something | have not yet
found in the literature on cabin
building — they covered some
incerior and exterior walls with
fabric. The remaing of vanous
types of fabric can be seen caught
under nails in all of the cabins,
bath inside and out.

The floo
cabin, Holes and notches exvend
approximately 2 inches into the logs.

an of the square-logged

In other regions this might be
strange, but up here it made pood
sense. Clay, the usual medium
for the final sealing out of wind
and weather, is absent in this high
country. The men had no choice
but o use any available. fabric —
old wom-out blankets, pants,
shirts, and canvas from the tents
the men first occupied here.

For the working cutdoorsmen
of the 19th century, being in these
mountaing for months on end
was not necessarily the “great
escape” that it is for most of us
today: They may have appreci-
ated the beaury, but they were
there to work and they worked
hard, Any chance they had to
make their shelter more comfbort-
able — within their meager
budget — they did.

A?ter a day of sledgehammer-

A o

ing, smashing fingers, filling
buckets with racks, hauling
buckets up the shaft, and blasting
the wortking face of the mine, the
thought of a cozy cabin heated
by a roaring fire must have been
enormously inviting, especially if
the mountains were enveldped in
one of those unforgiving winter
storms.

Although this pass at 10,600
fret can become quite chilly even
in surnmmer, the cald s particularly
bitcer in winter Since the Maount
Gibbs Mining Company kept 14
men working the mines at least
through the winter of ‘82783,
there was good reason to put
fabric on the walls.

It may interest the reader to
learn how we (my husband Kar
and [} were able to map out the

Contirned an phage 14

A sketch lluserating the probable
appearmnce of the western wall of
the sguare- lopeed cobin

FARL GLTHM
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Educational Adventures in
Nature’s Classroom

Hannaly Gosuell

John Muir called Yosemite
"nature’s grandest creation” Little
did he know thar it would also
become one of nature's grandest
classrooms. This vear the Yosem:
ite [nstitute celebrates its twenti-
eth anmiversary, having used
Yesemite Mational Park as a class-
room since 1971 to educate over
120,000 participants.

Yogemite [nstitute was estabs.
lished as a private, non-profi, tax
exempt educational institution in
Oicrober of 1971 by a group of
private citizens with the cooper-
ation of the Mational Fark Service
and the Yosemite Park and Curry
Company: Since then, students
Fromm all over the stace of Califor-
nia and across the country have
came to Yosemite for environ-
mental educational programs tai-
lored to dheir specihc needs.

The mussion of the [nstitate 13
“to inspire a greater sense of car-
ing and commutment tor the home
planet through educational adven.
tures in MNature's classroom”
While most of ¥1's programs are
directed ar school groups, there
is & variety of special programs
offered to other populations
such as the Elderthostel Program,
Teacher Training Institutes and
family weekends.

With a staff of 26 Held instruc-
tors, 2 hosts, 7 administrative
staff, 3 food service people and
ONE MAINENANSE MAT 3CCeTmo-
dating up to 300 students each
week, Y1 i3 a well-established
organizaton, Each vear, approxi-
mately 130 schools come to Yo-
sernite Institure, more than a
quarter of which have been at-
tending for over 10 vears. Sixey-
five percent of the schools are
public, and the majority of Y1
srudents are in Junior High (prades
6-8). The remainder of the stu-
dents are split between Elemen-
tary and High School. Most of
Yosemite Institute's buginess oc-
curs in the Spring, but programs

Students conren

YOSEMITE INSTITUTE CELEBRATES ITS 20TH BIRTHDAY
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run year round, with summer
being the slowest season since
most schools are on vacation.
Yosernite Institute 1s just one
of three campuses under an um-
brells organization, Yosermite
MNational Institutes, which has its
headquarters 1n San Francisco.
The ather bwo campuses under
¥INI are the Headlands [nstitute
in Golden Gate MNational Recrea-
ton Area; established in 1577 and
the Olympic Park [nstitute in
Clympic National Park, estab-
lished 1n 1988. An 18 member
Board of Direcrors presides over
all three campuses. According to
Garry Mitchell, President and
Chief Executive Director of YNNI,
the organization is the oldest and
largest of its kind in the nation.

A New Environmental
Awareness

Yosemire Institute's Execunive
Durecror, Brian Empie, identifies
several Eactore that combined to
make Yosemite [nstitute o reality
20 vears ago. There was a grow-
ing public awareness and interest
in the environment, and visitation
i1 national parks was up. The
1970 Stoneman Meadow riots
nad cccurred the previous sum-
mer and as a result, an Interpre-
ave Task Force headed up by
Bruce Fincham (currently Project
Manager m Yosemite MNational
Park} was sent from Washington
[ to Yosemite to see what new
programs could be developed to
nelp solve law enforcement prob-
iems through better interpreta-
tion to young people in particular

Around the same time, a teacher
from Southern Califormia named
Clon Rees braught his high
schoal students ta Yosemite and
“horrowed” a Park Ranger to take
them around for a week. The
experience was so successful thae
he decided to see about starting a
new organization in the Park.

According to Bruce Fincham,
Rees consulted with Bill Whalen,
Assistant Superintetident at
the time, and with input Fom
Fincham and Bill Jones, an Inter-
pretive Specialist, the concepr
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of an institution specializing in
environmental education for
young pecple was approved, The
Park Service realized that it had
neither the people nor the re-
sources o adequately meet the
interpretive need and recognized
the ¥1 concept as uniquely able
ta get the job done. Looking back,
Fincham observes, “Yosemite In-
stitute has been a blessing to us,
because over the yvears the federal

anid sensory aware-

Diring a trust

ki pastre

leads his-hlindfo

budget has nosedived and Y1 has
picked up the slack by doing the

etwironmental education the gov-
ernrment can't handle”

Far Funding, Rees approached
Bob Maynard, a Vice President at
Yosermnite Park and Curry Corn-
pany at the time, and asked For a
grant. Since Yosemite was a very
seasonal park in 1971, the conces.
stonaire had a valley full of cabins
and tents that sat empty through-
out most of the school vear, May-
nard saw the opportunity to get
pcupancy levels up by offering
Y1 students housing at a reduced
rate, while at the same time pro-
moting education in the Park_ Az
a result, the Yosemite Park and
Curry Compary agreed to get

N ADDITION TO
IS ﬂu Al

HE INSTRUC
[HE
KEEPS THEM

Yosemite Institute off the ground
by donating 520,000 a vear for
the first two years, According to
Rees, “it never would have gotten
underway without Bob Maymard,
whe did all the political work”

A Brian Empie observes, “an
idea was bom and took off like
arocket! Rees went out and
started seLLLnf the program to
Califorrua schools, and in the frst
year approximately 1600 students
attended the Instrute's residential
school weeks programs. By the
tirne Rees left eight vears later 1o
start Squaw Vallew Academy in
Lake Tahoe, over 8000 students
had Been te Yosermite Institute
Stnce the organization's inception,
enrellment Ezs continued to in-
crease each year, with the school
year 1990-1991 representing an
all-time high.

An Academic Institution

In 1976 the Institute won an
award for excellence in the field
from the Mational Envircnmental
Education Association, and (n
1984 it wor the annual Mational
Wildlife Federation Conservation
Education Award. NWF President
Jay . Hair called Y1 “a leader in
environmental education far
young peaple, providing in-depth,
residential programs in Yosemite
Mational Park?

What made and continues o
make the program so successfuls
For stareers, the Fact that the In-
stitute offers its programs in one
of the most popular national parks
i the country s a major draw to
participants. Y NI's Garry Mitchell
says he can't think of an organi-
zation “more blessed than we are
by virtue of our partnership with
the Mational Park Service. We
wiould be ina different boat if we
weren't operating in Yosernite”

Vince Kehoe, whe started as
an-instructor for Yosemite Inso-
tute in 1975 and served as Execu-
tive Director from 1980 to 1988,
says much of the credit for the
Institute’s success goes to Rees.
“Don set the tone in the begin-
ning and held everyone’s feet to
the fire, He wanted it to be a

highly regarded acadermic institu-
tion” While Rees set a high stan-
dard on quality control and
professionalism, he also recog-
mzed the value of the instructors
as a resource for making the pro-
grarn berter. Thus the Institute
waas and continues to be “instruc-
tor-draven” in many ways, ac-
cording to Kehoe. When things
don't work in the feld, instruc-
tors help administracive staff
come up with alternative pro-
gram ideas,

They Keep Coming Back

For most teachers and chaper-
ones who bring their students to
the Institute, the quality of the
instructional staff, in addition ro
the location, is what keeps them
coming back. Maro Guerrero, a
Selma 6th grade teacher who
was recently recogruzed as one
of 12 Califorrua educators of the
year, spent a lot of tme investi-
pating environmental education
prograrms around the state and
chose Yosemite Insttute largely
because of the instructors. “What
[ liked abour YT was frst of all
the teachers! he said. “They were
excited, they were young, they
could very easily talk to my stu-
dents, they were very well edu-
cated, and the groups were very
smiall. We love the | to 10 ratio”

Mickey MeMNamee, Vice Prinici-
pal cf San Marine High School in
Los Angeles will be bringing a
group of high school students to
Y1 for the 19th vear this Febraary,
He claims that “without question
the Institute's greatest serength is
its instructional staff. The vast,
overwhelming majority are abso-
lurely rerrific with the students.
They relate to the students so
well, Their sincerity and dedica-
tion make a very positive impres-
slon on our students”

Vi'hile each instructor adds his
or her own personal touch 1o a Y]
prograrm, all work off a recenty
copyrighted document called the
Core Educational Framewonk which
serves as a curmiculum guide o
instructors at al] three campuses
of YNI. Education Director Pete
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Devine describes it as “an incred-
ibly useful tool that helps instruc.
tors butld their day, use goals and
objectives and themes, and inte-
grate all the different kinds of
learning & student experiences —
personal, social, academic, intel-
lectual and emotional

Oaly recently developed, the
Cove Edvcational Framework is
“probably the single maost impaor-
tant step the organization has
taken collectively! according to
Y] CEQ Garry Mitchell. “The
CEF has given this orgamization
internally and extemnally a great
deal of credibility, It shows thar
wie have an educational strategy
and an educational point of view
he said. While the content of the
curriculurm taught at YT has not
changed much as a result of the
development of the CEE, Mitchell
and the rest of the organization
feel good about "finally writing
our music down!

As a result of the YN curricu.
lum, many participants come
away from a Yosemite Institute
progran with a greater sense of
awareness and appreciation for
the envirorment. Walter Elmer
brought a group of fifth graders
to Yoserite for the frst tme last
vear from Elysian Heights School
in Los Angeles, and said, “Yosem-
ite [nstitute provides an opportu-
nity for nner-city youngsters
discover that there really is more
to life than asphalt playgrounds,
television and gangs”

Ron Whitney of the Herntage
School observes, "Our students
have an improved understanding
of nature and the interrelation-
ship berween man and nature”
Warren Weaver of La Canada
School sees Y1's biggest strength
“its ability to challenge and/or
confirm one's values, one of the
mast important being environ-
tnental awareness. The exper-
ience has made us guestion our
values and those of society!

Boosting Self-Esteem

In addition to the academic com-
ponent, an important pact of many
Yosemite Institute programs is

the group dynamuc that occurs as
instructor, chaperone and stu-
dents experence challenges —
phyysical, emotonal and intellec-
tual — rogether throughout the
week, "My students gained an
awareness of themselves in rela-
tion to others and to their planet,
commented Al Janulaw of Cotar
Middle School. “They returned
talking about how they came o
like people that they never liked
before and that the group exper-
ience had caused evervone to
become friends, The group-huild-
ing activities along with the
physical challenges really boost
kids’ sense of belonging and self-
esteem. Interestngly. most of
their talk was about how their
interpersonal relations had im-
proved, not about the majesty
of Yosemite!

As is evidenced by the small
proup of Yosemite Insticute in-
structors who were once Y1 par-

it thas
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chsctssion o Crane

Flat Meadeowy

ticipants, many studenits are in-
fuenced enough by their ex-
perience in the Park 1o go on o
environmental careers. Teddy
Coodrich of Gilroy High Scheol
has seen several of her students
decide to make some aspect of
science/ervironmental studies
their career. “Many of our partici-
pants who wouldn't have dreamte
of going to college have pone on
or are going as a resule of their
experience at Yosemite Institute.
so much of education 13n't ‘real’.
Y1's education is real, and thus it
ingpires students to leam more”
According to Empie, more and
more schools are asking for an in-
tegrated experiental education
program. They're not just coming
up for natural science anymore,
but rather for the method of
teaching—they want to see

1 GOSKELL
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English, math, soctal studies and
history incorporated into the pro-
grarn. Instructors are more than
happy to accommodate these re-
quests with journal writing activ-
ities, math problems relating o
phenomena in the natural world
{i.e. “what is the diameter of this
Giant Sequoda iF we know the
circumnferencet™), and investiga-
tions into how Miwok Indians
lived in Yosemnite

Anather aspect of the Institute’s
evolution, savs Empie, is that the
seope of what Y1 instructors teach
has become broader, “There did-
n't used to be 4 fot of talk about
global problems, global aware-
ness, stewardship. The focus was
very much on Yoserite. But we
began to notce we had a mote
sophisticated student and chapet-
ong, and with the ‘greening of
America’ there was an increasing
demand for integration: How
does this relate to what's going
on at home, across the country,
arounid the waorld?!

Reaching Capacity

Bt how much more suecess-
ful can Yosemite Institute gets
The way Brian Empie sees it,
‘fosemite Institute (s at a uming
point on its 20th anmversary:
“Abter 20 years of continual
grosath, | think we've reached a
plateau, for a number of reasons,
Cine is the economy. Schools
can't afford to put as much
money towards a trip to Yosem-
ite as they could a few vears
back. But more importanthy;
we're realizing thar there’s a car-
rving capacity for Yosemite Inisti-
eute. In the natural world there'’s
a carrying capacity, and we may
be at or near ours in this park

Something that all the different
agencies who operate in the Park
are coming to terms with lately
is thart Yosemirte is no longer sea-
sonal, with one big busy season
between Memorial Diay and
Labor Day: More and more peo-
ple ate discovering that winter
and fall are beautiful and less
crowded times o be here, “As
Yosemmite has begun to be a more



arm of the Park and we're the
provider of rooms and meals. We
help each other” Hardy would
like to see Yosernite Institute do
mare programs for visitors who
are already here staying in Curry
Facilities, Currently, Y1 does oc-
casional prograrns far Curry visi-
tors, such as photo walks in the
Walley and the cooperative "Dis-
cover Yosemnite” program in which

that Yosermte Institute will con-
tinue to foster 15 with the Yosem-
ite Park and Curry Company:
Curry Company President Ed
Hardy sees the relationship be-
tween the two agencies as “very
healthy For Yosernite, and it should
be ongoing and perpetuated for-
ever! For Hardy, “the Park used
properly s a classroom. The In-
stitute is really the educational

vear round park, the competition
for resources has increased] says
Ermpie. *The Park Service and
Curry Company have an obliga-
tion to rmake sure they're doing
their job in providing visitor ser-
vices, so we've taken a back seat
n the use of those facilities fhat
wee assumed we'd be able to use
forever. [t's required us to take a
different look at the way we do

teaching environmental educa-
tion 1n their cwn classrooms has
been a long term dream. “For
ervironmental education to
become truly effective and to be
as mainstreamed into the educa-
tion systerms as it needs to be
requuires ruch toore than the
Institute or the Park Service ar
100 other organdzations like us.
It's going to require the coopera-

ousiness”

Currently; a large part of the
residential school weeks program
sevalves around the uge of JPS
and YPECCo facilities in Yosermn-
ire Walley: Students stay in tent
cabins at Curry Village or in cab-
s without baths at Yosermite
Lodge for part of the week. They
atrend evering prograrms given
by Yosemite Instinute mstructors
m MPS auditoriums. Historically,
Curry Caornpany has given Yosern-
ie Insuture groups discounted
rates on their Facilities, but ag
visitation has increased there’s a
greater demand for these facilites
by people who are willing to pay
op dallar, Similarly, the Park Ser-
vice hag responded to increased
visitation by offering more even-
ing, programs in auditoriums that
1 has traditionally counted on
for its oW Programs.

Thus in its 20ch year Yosemite
[nstitute iz looking into the future
with an eye towards adopting to
a changing park. The Institute
has already raken some steps to
respond to the increasing demand
on Valley resources by moving
one of its two Valley offices to
the Cascades area of the Park, In
addition, plans are afoat for the
[nstitute to atcain 1ts own self-
contained campus somewhere
outside the Valley. This would
alleviate the need o depend on
NFS and Curry facilities in the
Walley, leaving them mere avail-
able for regular Park visitors,

Future Environmental
Education

For Len McKenzie, NP5 Chief
[nterpreter, starting a program in
conjunetion with Y1 that works
with teachers on methods for
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tion of many different people at
many different levels. | really hope
that we and the Institute could
work as a team” Mckenzie has
talked with Y1 representatives
about the possibility of essablish-
i_t'l.g k| ['Eal:hl‘.: Tesource centér in
the park. Yosemite Institute has
experimented quite successfully
with reacher rraining institutes in
the past few years and plans to
do more in the future.

According to Garry Mitchell,
the organization is “committed o
finding more ways to work with
the Park Service so that we are a
more valuable resource to them,
and we are in discussions with
other like-minded organizations
such as the MNature Conservancy
and the Student Canservation
Association to ok for ways that
wie can work together to further
the overall agenda, There are a
lot of ways to do environmental
learrung and creating an institute
is just one of them!”

Another important partnership

participants get as part of the mid-
week ski package an interactive
evening program given by a Yo-
sermate [nstivare instructor and
two two-hour natural histony
walks focusing on winter ecology.

Cirher prospects for the future
include more fundraising and the
Further development of a YNNI
Annual Fund which was started
this year, For most of its first two
decades, the Institute has sup-
ported itself almost exclusively
thraugh income generated by
program fees and tuition. But in
1990 a Fundraising program was
begun by Y NI in order to buiid a
base of individual and founda-
tion/corporate sSupport to enable
the [nsticutes to develop more
programs for students of color
and disadvantaged youth, serve
broader populations in environ-
mental learrng with new and
expanded programs and products,
and upgrade the modest facilives
of the Instirutes,

Commenting on the Institute’s
th anruiversary, Pete Devine
sums up the Feelings of many
preople in the organizarion when
he savys, “I think we're over the
wntial toddler stage. We've proven
that we're a going cohcern, and
that's real substantial — that a
non-profit crganization can sus-
tamn itself in thus beld. But it's
important to remember that this
isn't an endpoint or a watershed
These's still so much w do. Its
just miles on the road, and it a
long road”
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YNP Concession Services Plan

CSP Available
for Comment

Yosemite National Park's
“Diraft Concession Services Plan/
Ervironmental [mpact Statement”
(C5F) was recently released by
the Madonal Park Service, This
important document is “intended
to provide overall management
guidance relative to concession
services” in the park.

The C3F will be the basis for
establishing the *Statement of
Requirerments" for the next pr-
mary concession contract for
Yosemite (to be awarded in 1993),
and will also set forth the actions
that the new concessioner will
be required to fund during the
course of that new contract

The C3F is written in the form
of an Envirenmental limpact State-
ment because marny of its pro-
posed actions modify the park’s
Cenetal Management Plan [(GME),
a document approved in 1980
that grew out of an extended
planning study and public in-
valvement program, Some of
the more notewoarthy proposed
changes to the GME are listed
in the chart accompanying this
article:

Copies of the draft CSF are
available from the National Park
Service at 800 Harrison Street,
Suire 600, San Francisco, CA
94107, or by calling (415) 744-3925,
Written comments should be
submitted by February 28th to
Supenntendent, Yosermnite
Mational Fark, P.C. Box 577,
Yosemite Madonal Parle,

CA 95385

Sample GMP Changes Prosposed by Concession Services Plan

Yosemite v_i]lagc
Degnan's building

Yosemite Fark & Curry
Co. Head quarters

1980
M Rfcnmme-ﬂ:laﬂm _

Rerneve building {and functions)

Bemove building, move
Function o El Fartal

Maintenance/support

Redesign NP5 maintenanice area

sErvices | tonclude YPELCC essental
maintenance functions;
remove YFECC warehouse
Yosemite Lodge
lodging:
Motel rooms 74 unics
Labin moms 32 urits
Cabin, oo bath S8 unirs
Tonal wenits S urits
Food Senvice Retain with approximately
N 537 seats
Curry Village
Ladging:
Cahin mooms 100 anits
Cabing, no bath A units
Tent-cabing 339 unirs
Towal Ulsiirs 543 units
hood service Retain cafetena for toral of 325
sears ingide (Fast fond fot men-
tioned; pizza and ice cream
srand added afeer GMME)
Valley Stables
Horseback ndes Retain
Valley Campgrounds
Showers Showeers not mentioned

Wawona
Food service

Retain dining room

199
CS5F Proposal

Remiove gift shop; retain Lol restaurant
and expand fast bood: approximarely
371y seats inside, 250 ourside

Consistent with GMP (locaton of primary
concessioner headguarters to be determuned)

Retain warehouse building as operations
support center, including distrbution
center, maintenance shops, recyeling,
administrative offices, etc,

445 s

50 units

01 Lnirs

455 units

Retain wich approximately 635 seats inside, 40
outside; remodel within existing service area.

247 units

0 units

WY uruts

385 upits

Convert cafereria to family rescaurant and

redesipn fast Food units: approximately
4iM} sears inside, 250 cutside

Rerain service, move from dver bottom to
ald Curry dump sice; limit wvalley roures;

Add concessioner-operated showers

at major campigraunds

Rewain dining room, snack bae; and add small
family rescaurant: approxmately (60 seats
inside, 50 cutsade

Consistent with CMP (location 1o be

Replace dining room with news faciling with

Relocare dining roomn away From eiver; move
fast food to reaw store building with 50 indoor
seats, for total of about 155 inside seats

El Portal
Admirmstration Relocate from valley

o Bl Portal considered in housing plan)
White Wolf
Food service Retain dining room

5 seats inside

Tuolumne Meadows
Food service Fetain lodge dining room,

eelocate Fast food ta service

statian building
tderchandise Rebocate store and mountaineering

center and shop to service statiom

Parlewide, Food service
Total seats, parlowaide

1,91 sears

Total sears, Yoseroite Valley

1,618 seats

Relocate store and mountaineenng center and
shiop to new store building

2,500 seats
2,445 seats
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1991 Visitation at All-Time High

Moanthly public use statistics recently released by the National Park
Service show that Yosemite's 3,547 163 visitors during 1991 were the
most ever recorded. Total visitation exceeded the previous high of
3,308,139 (in 1989) by just more than 7 %, Compared ta 1980, the 1991
hgure represents an increase of over 42°

Irtcrease

15 & i 6395
hruar 3,61 ¥ 52%

Ao

LA
61
I A8 7%
A%
a5
'Il_}'lll

235508 N d aga;
2] | 445,

':-ﬁ %o

4716 427,

Symposium
Proceedings
Available

The proceedings of the Yosem-
ite Centennial Symposiurm enti-
tled “Marural Areas and Yosernite:
Prospects For the Future” have
recently been published. The
symposium was held October
[3-20), 1990, a5 part of the Yosem-
ite Centennial Celebration and
the 17th Annusl Natural Areas
Conterence.

The resulting publication iz a
marnrmoth 667 pages and includes
the complete texts of practically
every speech and paper presented
[opics range from natural areas
managernent to wildlife to biodi-
versity to cultural history and
MNative Americans, plus much,
much more, The coverage is
amazingly thorough, and the list
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of participants is impressive,

The single, paperbound vol-
urmg 5 available for $20.00 from
the Yosemite Assocation, Use
the catalog order form at the rear
of this journal to place vour order,
ot o purchase with a credit card,
call (2019) 379-2648,

Pacific Bell
Removes
Phone Cable

In support of Yosemite MNational
Park's effort to restore irs pristine
beauty, Pacific Bell has remaved
six miles of asrial cable along
Southside Dirive in Yosemite Val-
lew, Fark Superintendent Michael
V. Finley and Pacikic Bell Super-
visor Ron deMillen jointhy an-
nounced recently:

“The removal of this cable will
not only improve park aesthetics
but help to restore and presenve
park resources! said Finley:

The stretch of cable 1s no longer
necessary due to recent telephone
system moderrization, which
included the installation of a digi-
tal radio transmission system
This has eliminared the need
for some interoffice cables and
brought new services 1o the park’s
r.lhl.‘]!'h'.' ﬁysri‘m.

Ewtraordinary measures were
taken to preserve sensitive en-
virenmenital and archeclogical
areas during the work. “Instead
of using trucks and mechanized

Contnrned on page 12
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“Like a Mirror Hung
The Story of Stell

Rabert Pavli
As one drives along Fores: Dirive
in Wawina today, the sight of
Stella Lake may not sufficiently
rouse ane to write glowing prose
describing its attributes. It is en-
tirely possible that cne may not
even recognize the large depres-
sion, hemmed in by earchen dikes,
as the site of a popular recreation
ground, or as the place where
wiorkers gathered For many vears
in the December chill to cut and
store ice for refrigeration during
the hot Sierra summer months,
For seventy vears, Stella Lake was
an important part of the daily life
of Wawona residents and hotel
puests, and its passing did not go
unnoticed, '
This narratsve will illustrate the
tole that Stella Lake played in the
daily operations of the Wawona
Hetel, the lake’s funcrionas a
place of rest and recreation for
occupants and visitors of this
srmall motsntain community, and
its relationship to other centers
of natural ice production in the
Sierra Nevada

Wawona Hotel History

The group of buildings knewn
today as the Wawona Hotel com-
plex was developed and con-
structed by the Washbums in
the late 1870s and early 1680s.
The resoer facilities continue to
serve and delighr visitors and
guests, and since 1973 have been
recognized as historie treasures
listed in the Nancnal Register of
Histonc Places.

tot included in the MNadonal
Register District is an historic
water system known as the
hraok walk or Washbum ditch.
This feature diverted water from
the South Fork of the Merced
River, channeling the fow for
two miles as a source of irmga-
tion water and power generation
via penstock and pelton wheel.

Another feature of the Wawona
Hetel complex that did not receive
formal recognition is Stella Lake.
The lake was namecd For Estella
Louise Hill Washburn, daughter

of the famous Yosemite artist and
Wawona summer resident
Thamas Hill, and wife of John
Washburn, The couple was mar-
ried in 1885, and when the lake
was created the following year, 1t
was named in Estella’s henor

Building an Ice Reservoir

The manmade reservoir was
excavated in 1884 for the produc-
tion and harvesting of ice used
for refrigeration ar the Wawona
Hotel during the hot summer
rcnths. Stella Lake was unusual
in that it was an artificially cre-
ated reservoir excavated for use
as an ice pond, and was not an
integral part of a narural feature,
such as a river or lake.

Mo documentation has been
discovered on the particulars aof
its construction. It may be as-
surmned, however, thar the lake
bed was partially cleared of trees
and the bottom deepened with a
harse-drawn Fresno scraper, The
material removed in scraping weas
probably dumped and consali-

in the Sk

2 1.8

ke

dated in the form of the dikes
and dam

Cobbles rernoved during che
excavation could have been uti-
lized in the construction of the
rock recaining walls and rock
alignments along the lake's path-
ways, Construction of the South
Wawona road may have coin-
cided with the developrnent of
the Washburm ditch, the lake, or
both, and also may have contrib-
uted to the lake's surmrounding
earthworks.

The Creation of a Local
Ice Industry

After construction of the reser-

wolr was completed warter was
diverted from small drainages
and into the artificial lake. Typi-
cally, during the month of De-
cember, anywhere from six to
twelve local residents would
spend up to two weeks cutting
ice from the frozen pond and
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storing it in the adjacent icehouse,

The last existing icchouse was
constructed in 1897 by the Wa-
wona Hotel Company It stood
adjacent to the dam (downstream)
on the southwest side of the lake.
The board and batten structure
was approsximately 18 feetwide
by 38 1/2 feet long, covered by a
split shingle gable roof. The walls
were eight inches thick and Rlled
with sawdust For insulation

The existence of an carlier ice
storage facility cannot be docu-
mented, but it is assumed that
one was present at the time of
the fake's completion.

As the cold winter months
approached and the ice reached
a thickness of Fve to ten inches,
three ar Four sworkers would cut
the ice into long strips about one
foot wide and up to ten feet long,
Tero men, commenly referred to
as “canal men would pole the ice
onta & conveyer belr that Lifted
the hiecks into the icehouse,
where another group of three or
four men would stack the ice into
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tiers and cover the top with eigh-
teen inches of sawdust.

Their tools were both special-
1zed and commonplace, and in-
cluded ice cutting saws, five-prong
ice Forks, tce bars to prod and
push the flosting cakes onto the
comveyor, axes, augers, shovels,
and jce EOnEs.

The conveyor belt or *endless
chain" was doven by a horse-
powered “Persian wheel” that
stond on the southwest end of
the dam. The operanon of the
Persian wheel was relatively sim-
ple, The horse was hamessed wa
honzontal pole that turmed a ver-
tical axis as the horse plodded its
way around the wheel, A gear
converted this energy to an under-
pround horizontal shaft, that
turned the chain- drven conveyor
belr and moved the ice up from
lake level and into the icehouse.

Surplus ice was made available
to Bert Hoyle, proprietor of near-
tw Camp Hoyle, as Stella Lake
was the only convenient source
of we available in the area.

Canal men pole the we ono
ever belt that Hbs the i
icehouse

ey the

Ice Production in Yosemite
MNational Park

lce cutting in the central Sierra
was not bmated to the Wawoena
region. The presence of resort
hotels and camps in Yosemite
Valley necessitated the construc-
tion of cald storage facilities that
used ice or snow, but the develop-
ment of 2n ice industry in Yosem-
ite Valley does not appear to have
taken place until the early 1890s.

Once again, the Washbum
brothers may well take the credit
for development of an ice indus-
try. According to Bill and Mary
Hood, an ice house was built
at Mirror Lake in 1890 by the
Yosernite Stage and Turmpike
Company, a subsidiary of the Wa-
wiona Hotel Company that was
also cwned by the Washburns, A
cold storage room was added 1o
the Stoneman House the follow-
ing year, and the Hurchings House
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A
Little
History

tion of a refrigerator car for cold
storage transportation via train
between San Francisco and El
Portal, where the supplies could
quickly be camred into the valley
A modern power plant had been
completed inside the national park
in 1918, ensuring an ample supply
of electricity for the installation
of modermn refrigeration equip-
ment. By 1927 all the hotels and
camps in Yosemite Valley were
equipped with eleceric cold stor-
age tacilities, rendering the use of
natural ice in the valley obsolete.
The establishment of three High
Sierra Camps by the Desmond
Park Service Company in 1216 at
Tenaya Lake, Tuolumne Meadows,
and Merced Lake also involved
the construction of cold storage
houses at each of the thrée camps
The "ice houses,” as they were
commonly called, measured an
average of fourteen Feet by eigh-

- teen Feet and were buile of peeled
5 logs, wooden Hoors and walls of

rough cut lumber, filled with saw-

" = dust, and shingled gable roofs.

was so equipped in 1857 The
state comrmissioners aso reported
the erection of an ice house at
Mirror Lake in 1855

Although it is not known why
ice cutting and storage activities
were 50 late in taking place in Yo-
sernite Valley, possible contribut-
ing factors may have included
the distance and difficulny of
transporting perishables from the
market to the valley, and the rela-
tively Few numbers of visitors to
the valley prior to the 18%)s, Cold
storage on small scale may have
also taken place prior to the time
of the Washbums' constructon
of an icehouse and subsequent
icE cutting activiey

After the completion of the
Yosemite Valley Railroad in 1907
an icehouse was builr at the rail-
road terminus of El Portal, in the
vicinity of the present day Baghy
station. The tremendous increase
in visitation spawned by the rail-
road’s completion and the open-
ing of the national park o auto-
maobilesin 1913 led to the add:-

Rather than cutting and storing
ice; operators probably filled the
houses with snow in the late
spring and For storage of fresh
meats and vegetables during thie
summer tourist season. Fresh
foods were also packed into the
camps on & bi-weekly basis, di
minishing the necessity for pro-
longed cold storage,

Orther cold storage facilities
have been reported at Lake Elea-
nor and Mather Camp, both con-
structed by the City and County
of San Francisco duning the time
of construcnion of the Lake Elea-
nor and Hetch Hetchy dams
within Yosemite Mational Park.

Recreation

Dhuring the summer months,
Stella Lake did not go unnoticed
or unappreciated. In a descriptive
guidebook published by Daniel J.
Faley in 1892, Foley makes refer-
ence to the Wawiona area as fol-
lows: “Turning again we find Wa-
wona slumbering at our feet, the
bright little Merced, in its serpen-
tine course, rushing through the
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valley, and the sparkding bosom of
Estella Lake, shirung in the sun-
light like a murrer hung in the sky!
According the Shirley Sargent,
hishing, swimming, boating and
picnicking were popular surmmer
activities at the lake. Thomas Hill
has constructed two rowboats for
use on the lake named for his
daughrer.

The eta of the automobile n

Yosemite began late in the 1913
season, and along with the horse-
less carmages of the following
years came demands for expan-
sion of recreational facilities. [n
August of 1916 a boathouse was
constructed at the lake, and a new
rowhoat was added to the feet.
A bathhouse and diving board also
weere located on the dam. and a
six foot by sixteen foot wooden
dock extended into the water from
the south shore: The location of
the boathouse 18 unknown,

Obsolescence and
Deterioration

Conflicting reports on the ob-
solescence and eventual demise
of the ice reservoir exist in two
different govermment repors, In
the “National Register” nomina-

tion form for Stella Lake that was
prepared by Leslie Starr Hart, the
death of the lake is attributed to
the installation of modern refrag-
eration equipment in the Wawona
Hotel in 1935, In the Historic Struc-
fures Report — Wiawona Hotel mion-
ograph prepared by Anthony
Crosby and Mick Scrardsh, the
authors repart that, according

to Mr Morman May, 1949 was

Today, Stella

deep depres
st Dirive 0 Wawona

the last vear that ice was cut at
the lake.

It is feasible that dependence
on natural ice continued through-
out the period of limited electrical
power supplied by the penstock
and peltan wheel. Electrical power
limes did not reach the Wawona
area until 1946, and 1ce may have
been cur afrer that tirme as a safe-
guard against power failure while
the system was still new

The floods of 1950 and 1955
caused extensive damage to the
lake's dikes, rendering the small
reservolr useless. A cleanup effort
by the Park Service resulted in
the removal of the icehouse in

1955, and they may have also
widened the breach in the lower
end of the dike to allow the water
to-drain.

The dam, a large portion of
dike parallefing the rdver, and the
inflerwr channels are all stll intace,
and with a little imagination or a
pheto in hand one can readily
recognize the Features of the for-
mer reservoir. The lake has been
described as a “derelict pit indi-
cating none of the beauty or usage
it supplied for so many years!
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Even so, it 15 a harmless remnant
of Warwona's historic past, a relice
of a bygone era reflecting a change
in technology and the labor in-
eensive lifestyle of the not too
distant past

Robert Pa

Capliforig

L. x
(o [l L

YA Board Elections

The results of the recent elec-
ticn to fill two positions on the
Yosemite Associaton Board of
Trustess have been rallied. Kath-
leen Ohr and David Robertsen
weere elected to six year terms.
Ballots were recetved from 1,191
members who cast their votes as
tollows: David Robertson - 983;
Kathleen Cirr - 759; and Carlo
Foweler - 543 (bwo votes were
allowed per ballot).

Kathleen Crr begins her firse
term as a board member folloa-
irg & mamy year involyvement
with the Association as a volun-
teer, both in the membershup
hooth and the museum, She has
visited the park every year since
1934, and considers Yosemite a
“special place” She is a retired
elementany school teacher, a for-
rher bookstore owrer, and the
mother of four grown children

This will be Diavid Robertson's
second terrm a3 a trustee. He has
participated in a number of YA
projects and activities, notably
serving as Chair of the Grants
and Aid Committee and as a
miernber of the Publications Com-
miattee, He was also elected Vice-
Chair of the fill board. Bobersen
i5 the author of two Association
publications: West of Ederr and
Yosemte As We Sawe It and is
strongly interested (n and con-
cemed about Yosemite's future.

The board will be losing the
services of Carlo Fowler, who per-
formed ably as a board member

for eleven vears. He was closely
invalved in the rapid growth of
the Associaton, and participated
in the developrnent of the
Fundraising program which lates
became the Yosemite Fund. His
contributions to our organization
and Yosemite have been substan-
tial and are deeply appreciated.
We will miss Carlo and his wife
[ianne, and thank them for their
suppart over the yvears.

Pacific Bell

Covntinied from page 9

cable winches to do the work,
the cable and poles were lowered
cut up, and carried out by hand!
said Pacific Bell Engineer Marlin
Machtigal,

n other restoration efforts,
Pacific Bell completed work lase
sumrmer to rebury an uriderground
telephone cable near May Lake
that had been exposed by erosion
on a steep trail utilized by hikers
and stock animals.

Using & 12-person Youth Con-
servation Corps crew, the trail
wat rebuilt and “warer bars” were
constructed fram rock, to divert
Future water runofF into natoral
dralnag-es and prevent re-gxpo-
sure of the cable, This cable pro-
vides a telephone link From the
Tioga Pass Entrance Starion and
Tuolumne Meadows to Yosem-
ite Valley:

Future restoration plans in-
clude the removal of 15 miles of
cable from other areas of the
park in 1997,
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We Deny Yosemite
Its Identity

We rieed to be truthbul. We
1t have time to be anything
else,

We wisit Yoserite. And we are
spoiled. Just think about it We
expect electricity; wood stoves,
septic systems, parking places,
:_'H-'.rhﬁgr" d'i,l.l'l'll'.l."\.r stores, evena
chef — and if that's not enough,
we expect some fourlegged ani-
rmal to take us where there's no
road — yet.

We even have business confer-
ences in the park, operas, educa-
tion conferences, union meetings,
i nnrfirtitiom

The fact s, this is either a wil-
demness or it 15 not, We cannot
compromuise the debBration of wil-
demess — an uncultivated region
— why should we compromise
this place itselfs We are impact-
ing each time we visit,

| hawve recently returned From
Alaska, From Denali NP, where
only one road leads to the en-
trance, to a small visitors' center
where there is one parking lot,
and one campground, and a per-
son must stgn up for a bus, and it
shuttles people into the park —
B0 miles — and out again. We
see; we exclaim at its land and
its anirmals — the griz. the wolf,
the eagle, the fox, the canbou;
we stand in awe of such beauty,
freely given, and then we leave.
We must leave. To do amything
else is to make it intolerable for
the animals there, To do anything
else is to stomp the tundra into
dust. To do anything else is to
deny it its very identiny as a
wilderness.

This awe is all too fleeting, iF 1t
cannot be sustained in the very
policies of running the park

et we deny Yosemnite — that
we claim we love so much — its
wery identiny. For many of us, it's
a backdrop, it'’s a wonderful place
to chimb, a great place to have
Family get-togethers in lictle tent

houses, a ternfic place to get mar-

ried in — which propagates the
need of the human, but does
nothing for Yosemite, Wilderness

is what gave this park its power,

It is bme to recognize that Yosemns-

ite is not a cute city park we hus-
tle around in. We are part of the
irnpact, and the ultimate destruc
tion, and we do not have that right,
Mo matter hew the population
grows, we do pot have that rght.
To be truthful, California 15
dying. If we cannot look inside
ourselves and know that this
could be the strongest statement
for the preservation of life as it
should naturally exist — a condi
tion abundant in this state only
100 years ago, if we cannot create
what would be the final bastion

ire this state against unfettered
consumensm and-greed, if we
cannot preserve all that is still
alive and well, wild and wender
ful, if we cannot create a point
of reference For our ideals, and
through our example, speak to
the world of the possibilities of
human endeavor for the beneht
of generations of animals and
humans alike, then we are not
the Yosemite Association, And
wee are as much a part of its death
as any short-sighted adversary of

T o o e Lo
is a Wilderness

indrvidual rights.

But we art the Association —
wee finve this power — not one
tembers’ Meeting weekend in
September, but all the days of the
year, in all ways checking how
this park is perceived. But where
are the protesters, the speakers,
the lobbryists, the movers, the
educatorst We muse speak and
act novw, not tomarroes, with truth
in our hearts, and clanty in our
munds. This is the wildemess we
must defend — woraciously — or
wie do not have the right to say
yvears from now, “Yes! | sacrificed
my Heenng enjoyment for the

Controlled burn one-guarter mile
wiest of Chevron station,
true meaning of this Preserved
Land! We must go home, and
rethink what thus park truly 15
If we do all these things,

Yosemite will have given us the
Oppottunity to eXpress our own
true glory, and we will have given
back o the wilderness its due

1]. Kaiser
Bakersheld

Suntrain

[ have just finished reading
“Response to Suntrain” in the
Summer 1991 1ssue of Yosenmre,
Please note that the Bve members
of my family are all highly in
favar of amything that will help
to preserve Yosemite, and that
includes the proposed Suntrain
M Swan should be encouraged
to proceed with his light rail sys-
tem. We are nat engineers, so we
cannot comment on his propaosal
i any “intelligent” sense, but the
idea certainly sounds like the
kind of plan that should be inves-
tigated at once and implemented
as soon as possible.

Myra B Young
Fresno

It's too bad Mr Swan is blinded
by the numerous shortcomings of
his Suntrain plan. But then he has
something to gain by it doesn't
b Wir Swean needs to come out
of the woods o he can Ysee the
forest through the trees!

M. Nauman
Gig Harbor, WA

= Memorabilia Club

| have a small but growing

- collection of Yosemate memaora-

bilia including guidebooks, bro-
chures, and picture albums from

5 the early 19005 cnward. The pride
= of my collection 15 close to 500

# antique postcards dating from

: 1908 through 1524

[ would like to start a club far

* collectons of Yosemite memora-
= bilia, and [ imagine that many of

the participants would be Yosem-
ite Association members, Anyone
interested in collecting, selling,
purchasing or exchanging Yosem-
ite memorabilia should write me
a note detailing his or her inter-
ests, and [ will arrange contacts
between people with similar
interests, My address is: 414N
Montana Ave. BS, Bozeman,
BAT 59715

Marty Levine
Bozeman, M1
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Spring Forum Set
For March 28

YA's Spring Forum, a day-long
event of walks and talks on all as-
pects of Yosemite, will be held
Sarurday, March 28, in Yosemite
Valley Registration will be from
9:30 a.m, to 10:30 a.m. at the en-
trance to the East Auditorium
which is located behind the Visi-
tor Center, The forum ses-
sions begin at 10:30 a.m.
and continue throughout
the day with a break for
lunch.

Towind up the day, at
300 p.m, there will be a
wine and cheese hour
cormbined with a book-
signing. Bev Ortiz and
Julia Parker, authors of che
newe book, It will Live
Farever” on the ancient
acome-making traditions of
the Miwok/Paiute people
of the Sierra, will be avail-
able to sign books and talk
with members. Earlier in
the day, they will be pre-
senting a slide show and
talk from the book as part
of the forum'’s offenngs

Cither sesslons are
planned on a wide-rang-
ing group of topics: Steve
Crabtree from the Westem
Regional Otfice will speak
an the newly issued NPS
Caoncession Services Flan
and 1993 concession con-
tract process, Brian Gro-
gan will describe the scope
of the Yosernite Photo.
graphic Survey, the evaca-
tive work of artist Chiura
Obata will be shown and dis-
cussed by Kimi Kodand, and
Dave Martin will report on the
fate of the Yosemite toad. Dave
DeSante, Director of the [nstitute
of Bird Populadens, will repeat
his populat ralk from last year
“The Canary in the Ming; bMoru-
tonng the Productivity and Sur-
vivorship of Yosemite Songbirds”

Longtime hutkeeper and well-

known photographer, Howard
Weamer, will share slides and
stordes of life in the winter back-

country along with the history of
Ostrander Lake Ski Hut. And Sue

Fritzke will deseribe both the
park’s revegetation plans for the

Valley and the experences of last

surnmet’s “crew” from the ranks
of YA membership. Along with
some other programs, there waill
also be a good selection of naru-
ralist walks,

STEVEN [ZERIGIAM ¢ THOITO SUTVEY

YA Members have recently
received all the details on the
weekend by mail, including a
reservation form for lodging in
the park as well as a list of ac
commodations outside the park.
If vou plan to come to the Spring
Forum, please retum the card
from that mailing or call Gail or
Hally at 209-379-2317 Hope to
see you there!

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION WINTER 1592

Volunteer in
Yosemite!

Spend this summer in Yosemite

ag a YA volunteer — enjoy the
beaury of the mountains while
being productivel YA sponsors a

variety of volunteer programs for
its members which vary in work,

location and time commitments
All of these programs need sign

ups for the coming season.

In Yosemite Valley, volunteers
split their days between staffing
the Museum Gallery and spend.
ing time 1n the YA dMembership

Booth. The Gallery work is law-

key: opening and closing the
Callery, keeping track of visita-
tan, answering questions bath
o the exhibits and the park. In
the Membership Booth {located

outside near the Visitor Center),
volunteers have lots of people
CONTACT, answer many visitor in-
guiries, and when appropriate
describe the work of the Associa-
tion and encourage membership
Last year, the volunteers enrolled
e than 750 new YA members
bringing in $21,000 plus.

TE& volunteers work a four
day week and receive a stipend
of 36 per workday. They share a
series of campsites in the Valley,
some use BV and others
tent camp. The Valley
volunteer season lasts
from mid- April to mid-
Oictober, and we ask For
a month time cormit-
ment. There is also a
Membership Booth in
Tuclumne Meadows, and
volunteers there both staff
it and host the seminar
campground — keeping
track of seminar par-
ticipants and answering
iquestions, They waork
with campground per-
sonnel and the Park Ser-
vice, They also share
sites at the serminar camp-
ground, receive the
stipend, and stay abour
a month during July or
Aupust

bany volunteers re-
turn surnmer after sum-
rner and clearly relish
their time in Yosemite.

If volunteering appeals
to wou, but vou don't
have a larpe hiock of
tme, then the Member
Wark Trips may be possi-
hble. For the summer of
1992, Four such trips are
scheduled: July 5-11,
July 19-25, and August 2-8 in
Yosemite Valley, and August 23-
29 in Tuolumne Meadows. In
each of these trips, 15 energetic
YA Members gather fora 5 day
revegetation work projéct in
the park. These are projects for
which the Park Service needs
assistance in these days of dght
budgets. The work trips are a
combined effort of several coop
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erating groups — YA provides
the much-needed labor, Yosemire
Institute contributes cooks and
guides, the Mational Park Service
prowvices the direction, and the
Yosemite Park & Curry Co. pives
thie crucial financial underwriting
that makes it all possible. These
groups camp together in special
sites, have their rmeals provided,
and work Four days with a free
day in the muddle. Each group
seerns to develop a wonderbul
sense of camaraderie and Fun,

while accomplishing work of last- -

ing value for Yosemute.
[F you're interested, please call
Hally or Gail, or write us,

Association Dates

March 28, 1992

] Wil
July 5-11, 1992: Mermber Wa

July 19-25, 1992: Membs
August 2-8, 1992: Men

W S OMISEMIE Vallgy

Aupgust 23-29, 1992: Membuer
Wk Trip, Tualunie Meadows
September 12, 1992: Annual
March 27 1993 Snyine Forum.

ke Valley

Have You Signed
Up for a Yosemite
Seminar Yet%

The January storms have
brought winter weather to the
Sierra Mevada, dropping a cover
of snow over Yosemite's high
country. The enrcllment response
to our ski trips has been strong,
and hopes are high for the pres-
ent ski conditions to continue
Many members have signed
up for both spring and summer
classes already, but there's room
for more. The new catalog for-
mat describes classes For the
entire year, so remember to save
your catalog in case you want to

“Take Pride

In California”
Winners

The California Department of

Parks and Recreation recerly
announced that Yosemite MNational
Park had three different winners
of “Take Pride in Califomia”
awards. The honor goes to groups,
companies end individuals which
have made significant contnbu-
tions to Califormia's environment
Recognized were campyground

sign up later in the year The
serminars range from ski trps,
backpacks, Tuolummne natural
history seminars, Glant Sequoia
study, hirding workshops, Cali-
formia Indian studies, and spring
wildflower hikes.

We've added some new inter-
mediate botany courses taught
by Glenn Keator — The Keys o
Yosemite s Botamy (July 19 - 24) and
Yosermite's Diaesies and thew Refa-
srves: A Comgposite View (August 7
— 10y These courses are filling,
but there still is space.

Spring Foolall Birding taught by
Michael Ross on April 25-26 (5
another new class which will be
held in the Merced River Canyon
area, | his should be of interest 1o

PACE FIETEEN

hosts Tom and Theresa Bennett,
NP5 volunteer Jack Phinney, and
the Yosernite Park & Curry Co,
the park’s main concessioner..
The Bennett's have volunteered
in Yosemite Valley campgrounds
since 1983, Mot only have they
set a fine exarnple of minimizing
adverse impact on the Yosemite
resource, they have assisted in
educating the visiting public and
maonitoring campground activi-
ties. Theresa Bennett has also
worked with many young people
through the Junior Ranger pro-

beginner or experienced birders
wanting to learn more about the
abundant birds of this habitat.
Bewv Ortiz is teaching several
interesting Indian and teacher
education seminars In Yosermite
Valley — these courses delve into
the lifeways, tools, basketry and
hiztory of Central California Indi-
ans. Kat Anderson's Tending tlie
Wilds serninar in August will be
held at Crane Flat and includes
meals and ledging,
Druring the summer, the Associa-
tion is offering beginner through
advanced backpack trips sign up
nawy, as these trips always All up!
Call Penry or Lou if yvou have
any guestions about any of the
serminars. 209-379-2321

gram, teaching respect for the
enwvironment and the concept of
environmental stewardship, Both
Torm and Theresa have proven
themselves to be capable hosts,
have provided a resident staff
presence in the campgrounds,
and in so doing have freed up
park staff for other duties.

lack Phinney has assisted the
interprecive division of the NPS
for nire years. A participant in
the Volunteerin-Fark program
(VIF}, he has committed over
7000 hours of kis time to park
projects. Much of his work has
been at Happy [sles MNature Cen-
ter where he has laid out, de-
signed, constructed end installed
exhibits and other facilities. Since
1983 he has devoted nearly five
months each year to aiding the
educational and informational
efforts of the interpreters in
Yosernite Valley. His service, ded-
ication to the ideals of park pre-
servation, and love of Yosemite
have made him a role model for
visitors, other volunteers, and
employees alike. He has also been
a fine triend of the Yosermute
Association.

[he Yosemnite Park & Curry
Co,, receved its award for the
series of self-financed programs
begun in 1974 to educate Yosem-
ite visitors, emplovees, and resi-
dents about the park's natural
and culrural history, and to en-
courage actions which weould
reduce environmental impacts
Typical programs have [neluded
recycling, informanion cards at
restaurant tables, water conserva.
tion roeasures, free environmental
education programs, the “Yosem-
ite Studies” program which en-
courages employvees to leam mone
about the park, and the * Adopt-a-
Trail” program for employees and
residents which results in trail
clean-up and care. The Curry Co.
has also cooperated with the Yo-
semite Association, the Yosermnite
[nsrizute and other local entities
to provide volunteer opportuni-
ties and to fund important im-
provement programs ar the park.
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VWimwiowra ; |.l.'.." the Sl Gl
by Reineck & Reineck. These
colorful mew publications an
much maore than maps. Besides
pleting the roads an Inacks
af both the Yosemite Valtey and
WawonaBig Trees #reas, these
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Tatal coclosed |

guides feature information dn
hiking and trads, acavides and
i'l.llgh.lf‘,hf'.\. vista points and
places to visit, history, natural
history, JL‘I"LEII‘Q;'_ and restaurants,
and more. Parbeulariy helpful ae
lists of phone numbers and key
area information which are often
hiard ta come by, The pam r'|'||-'L\
fold cur o a 37" x 107 size and
are prieed in Bl color The Yo
sernite Valley guide wag ert'l-r.
by naruralist Dean Shenk: ¥ A
Fresidenit Steve Medley prepared
the text for the Wawona/Big
Trees version,

Yosermite Walley — #05050:
$2.50

Wawwona and the Mariposa
Crronve — #(15030: §2 50

{297 Yosenrite Cilendar by
Diream Garden Calenclars.
This perennial Fvotite is as beau-
tiful as sver For the new wvear with

stunning color phomgraphs of
Yosemite i all seasons. Monthly
spotighes for 1962 are on the ge-
alogic h:||l|:|unn ol Yosemiee
"w."'l..w with exce |'|_'h-.|'c.-j'|‘| ‘(3ran-
1, Water & Light” by Michael
(Zsborne. Fius chere are the usual
notatons of the birth dates of
notable envirenmentalists and
Yosemie-philes AN moan
phises: Sized ma 107 2 13" for
mat [opening to 107 x 26" with
14 large color photegraphs
#4530, 3995 Save £5.95,

Yiesennite Enamel P Designed

especially bar the Associa-
nof, our enameled mem| pn s a
wiotl of art. Each of the 10 chif-
Ferent glazes is hand placed and
separarely fired. The resule, from
Williarm Spear Design, is an @

I '.:h!ng and colerful piece. The

mezal ename! pins are relief

engraved ina 4w 37 size
ROTE0, F1155

o

Felicnn Povich, Wikderness Belr

fag, The Pelican Pouch i
not only perfect for carrying
fiela guides, buralso offers
instant access to all the srall
iterns thae are usually buned in
ol pack — pocket Camera,
I{‘T‘.,H-I:h. |'|'|.C||_'|5-. or vour fa'.rontr_'

L SEVENTEER

trail mix! The p pouch is designed
with front snap fasteners on the
straps. This allovws comformable
osidoning on your belt— even
nepween belt loops: noneed eo
take your belt off Brst. The mare-
riat is high gquality Cordura pack
cloth with a waterproc coanng
on one side. Beige with the dark
brosen and white Yoserite Asso-
cladon p:ltrh the Peltcan Pouch
measures §x 9 2 ¥ inches,
O R4S

Yosamine Assoanin Age. This

distinctive and functional
hewny ceramic mup teels pood
with your hand wrapped around
it Awatlable inowo colors {green
atiel maroon), it's impringed with
our lopo and name in black and
whire, Holds 12 ounces of vour
favorite beverage

HO7510, 5550

Wisemie Assaviation Pasch

Cher Assaciddon logo is
embroidered on calorful, sturdy
fabric for placermentan daypacks,
hirms, Biue jeans, jackews, of
wherever! The newly deslgned
patch is available in three attmac
ave cohors: dark Bhoe, forest
green, and maroon

#17516: 3,00 {please spec-
ity color)

I Yosgmie Assp

Srple Cap. Afer long being
out of spock. our YoAL caps are
zvailable cnce again. The naw
vergion s made of corduroy
with an adjuseable strap at the
back o that one size fins all. The
cap is adorned with a YA logo
patch, and comes in dark blue
Ferest Ereet and mareom coloes
The cap is stylish and combore
able, and wearing it is a good
wiry 1o demonsTate your
SUpROrT for Yosemie,

RBO7E05: 205 ipit;-:se spec-
ify color)




FaLE EVCHTEEN

Schwabacher Basket Collection
Donated to YNP Museum

Martia [, Lee

One of the finest collections of
Yosemite-Mono Lake basketry
from the 1920-1950 perind, assem
bled by Jamies Herbert Schuwa-
bacher of 5an Francisco, was
recently donated to the National
Fark Service's Yosemite Museum
by the collector's children and
grandchildren. The collection,
which has been on loan ro the
park since 1973, was the inspira-
tion for the book, A Basket History
of the Incliirs of tise Yoseomite-Adono
Lake Area, recently published by
the Yosemite Association

Since Schwabacher concen-
trated hus Yosemite-srea collect-
ing effarts on baskets that were
extremely well-made, his collec-
tion ¢omprises a uregue selection
of the finest baskets made in the
Yozemite-Mono Lake area. The
donation includes % baskets, 16
pieces of beadworls, 4 war bon-
rets, 2 Hicker-quill headbands,
5 Paiute arrows and a pair of
teather wands

The Schwabachers made mary
gifts to Yosemite during their
liferime, including artifacts to the
Yosemite Museum, the provision
of a professional designer to assist
in tevising exhibits and labels in
the museum, and an encyclope-
dia for the Research Library. They
arranged for the construction of
the stone pylon at the park’s El
Portal entrance, dedicated 1o the
memory of Mr and Mrs. Samuel
Dinkelspiel, Sophie's parents, In
1934 Schwabacher was designated
as Yosemite's first Honorary Parl
Ranger

James Schwabacher began his
collection of Indian baskets in the
early 1920s when he was a spon-
sor and judge at the Indian Field
Dhays in Yosemnite Valley, bany
of the Field Days prize-winning
baskets became a part of Schwa-
bacher's collection, and in 1950, he
purchased the largest Yosemite
basket ever made, the work of the
well-known weaver Lucy Telles,

Schiwabacher took delight in
showing his “Indian Room” to
guests in his San Francisco home
The rocm, designed and decorated

especially to contain his growing
collection of baskets and amfacts,
had special cases for displaying
baskers and beadweork, with fine
MNavajo rugs covering the floor
Large baskets were placed around
the room and an artist was corn- £
missioned to paint & border of

basketry patterns along one wall, =

Schwabacher shared his colfec-
tion in other ways: some of his
baskets were lnaned to the De
Young Museum in San Francisco,
others were displayed at the Gol-
den Gate International Exposition
in 1938 and Lucy Telles' largest
basket was loaned to the Yosem-
ite Museum., He donared aboat
twenty baskets to the Stanford
University Museurmn,

After lames Schwabacher died
in 1958, the eollection remained
in the Schwabacher’s Indian
Room undisturbed until 1973,
when brs, Schwabacher died.
The baskets were then placed in
the Yosemite Museum: portions

of the collection were placed on
display in Yosemite in 1976 with
the apening of the Indian Cul-
tural Museum.

Through the years, baskets
from the Schwabacher Caollection
have been loaned For exhibit to
museums in the United States

and Canada, and ongoing research
using the collection has resulted
in publications on Yosemite,
Mono Lake and Washoe basketry

James Schwabacher's rermark-
able collection of American [ndian
basketry documents the period
between 1900 and 1953, an im-
portant period of development
and change, and epitomizes the
contributions basket collectors
have made to our understanding
of how a culture and an are form
can change through a specific
period of time.

As a result of James Schuwa-
bacher's efforts and the generos-
ity of James Schwabacher, Jr,
Marie Louise Schwabacher
Rosenberg, Alan Rosenberg,
Marilyn Bosenberg and Carol
Rosenberg (all of San Francisen),
baskets by some of the best,
MOost innovative Yosemite-area
WEavers are now being preserved
and exhibited in the Yosermnire
Museumn for all to enjoy.



New Members

Wee wauld like to welcome ta the
Yosemite Association the following
fine persons who became members
within the past three months. Your
support 15 greatly appreciated,
Regular Members

Faul H. Abram, Mida Abexander,
Eleanor Andrews, Frank B Andrews,
Shiriey L Andrews, Millie Aragon,
Pat Arbuckle, Frank & Dorothy
*u. a, Roberta Bakf::. Jan 8 Lew Bar-
ton, Charles L Bates, lerry Bates,
Douglas Bearmnan Associates, Sharon
K Berman, Johanna Best, Lucy Beur-
men, Sandy & George Bloch, Nar:?'
& Mike Boom, Kathy Brady, David 2
Ellen Brennan, Dr Macgaret Brink,
Carolyn Brown, Stephen Buckhout,
Dion Burleet, Steve Burman, Fatrick
Butcher, B | Butterfield, John P Calla-
han, John Cam |:l|:|.L Tracy R Carrall,
Pamela O'M L ang, We;?::v & Vir-
_?Lnja Clapp, Patricia Clarke, Shirkey A
lements, Robt W Clifford Jr, joy
Coffey, Mort & Jan Cohen, Pat Con-
ray, Angela Jane Craddock, Christina
Marie Craddock, Eloise Gobin Crary,
Barbara Creighton, Mr 82 Mrs John
Czapowski, Perer D Davison, Deanna
Y Dawson, Cristina M Dockter, Fam-
ela Doran, Karla Dyar, Thomas H
Dhykeman, Connie English, Pamela
Erens, David & Carol Escapite, Lesley
Estes, 5 Morey 82 5 Farrell, Erin Feh-
jar, Terri Figgs, Carol Jean Flt:mg, Mil-
on (_.emsgﬁmd & Carol Geo |
lerry C Gillmore, john & Kay Gis
llse Gonzatez, Julie Graet, Rsl:hard 5
Pauline Granis, Daruel 2 Katherine
Greenwond, Jane Cregorius, |o Gus-
tafson, Christina Halsey, Sharon Rue
Harrison, Tom Harmison, Mr 22 prs
Geeg A Hartman, Deborah Haech, Mr
& Mrs Paul Hellwvig, Mr 8 b= Wm
Hence, Jane Hillman, Melvin W Hal-
lums, Edgar Holtan, Edy Horwood,
pAr & Mrs Jay Houston, Wayne 2
Edith Huddleston, Keich Hunsaker,
BT 8 Mrs Robt Hunt, Susan Hurlbut,
Drauplaz Hutchinson, Sarah Imbacher,
Mirs Evelyn L lokua, Ruth G James,
Mz B Jarrell, Carleen Jaurena, Andrea
G Johnsan, Hank Johnston, Mona &
Larry Jones, Damian & Steven Jordan,
rE'; Jordan, Vicki G Jordan, bichael
& Karen Kahn, Leanard & Trud
Kane, Par Kelly, Susan Kjorlien, B.m
& Margie Klimmer, Thomas Knud-
son, Kathenne [ Kankel, Mr & Mrs
Carl Landman, Chns Lausten, Terr &
Gary Lausten, Russell Lerncke, Eliza
dr::"-i'-.-' Letts, JoAnn & Gerald Levy,
i Lieman, Ga Lombard, Kristen &
Fernando Lopez, Fred & Toni Lough-
ridge, Mr & Mrs Amold Ludke,
Richard & [Mana Lusignan, Don &
Judy Machen, Mike Maciaszek, G
Marchird, Mr & Mrs Jules Marine,
Bill 2 Par Martin, [im Mathews, Ken
& Mancy Mclionald, Chrstopher
MeKenzie, Daved & Cele McKen-
zie, Claus Meisl, Carolyn Mitchell,
regory Monme, Mane Monson, [i-
ane Mortgomery, Gertrude Mantoya,

Lisa & James Moore, Perer Morel,
Barbara & Jim Murray, Marlene hy-
ers, Rafael Newis, Dekbrta Nicely, Tom
& Cheri Morthen 82 Family, Connne
O'Raurke, Carma Okerberg, Sheila
Crhvadia, Will & Mary Anne Parker-
Wormsted, Thaddeus & Yvonne Fas-
turnak, Mary Patron, Matthew
Pecchening, Sean Peer, Stacey P,
Fobt B2 Vanessa Pizzuto, GreglE Poo-
ley, B Y Popplewell, DY Popplewell,
TY Poppiewell, Gordon Pulkinghorn,
Pete B Elaine Raich, Lee D Richard-
son, Ellen Rising, John Rodecker, Bob
Roney, B Jane & | Rosinsky, Cleo
Fuss, Mr & Mrs Jerny Rormner, Suellen
Rowlinson, The Sanchez Family,
Linda V Sanford, John & Donna Sat-
terfield, Chrstine & Michael Schae-
fer, JeHrey & Lani Schneider, Dana M
Sembrat, Margery Magidow Sexton,
Dennis Sherman, D Brian Sherman,
1 Sherwood, Bob Shober,

Linda Silber, [ames Silva, Ben & Alice
Smith, Corl Smuth, Shirkey Smith,
Wictor Smith, | W Southwonod, Anne
£ Spencer Ie Seont Spivey, Joanne
Splivalo, Dion & Francie Starchman,

Matalie & Ruu:wzn Stern, Cecilia G
Stipes, Cindy Sturmer, Emmett [ Sut-
o, Tom & Angela Swetnam, Amanda
Swinney, Sabugo 8 Dorothy Tanaka,
Chuck & Devery Teeters, Mr & Mrs
Gene Tedd, Stanley K Tom, Mancy
Traina, Frank Treibel, Robert Vande-
Hoek, 5 Voigt & T VanEpps, Mr &
birs A F Vara, Wim & Rae Verhoef,
Vichars Monastery, Ernst & Ann
vonKugelgen, Carol | Waldren, Susan
L Walker, Tom & Terne Wallace, Ted
Waller, Dr & brs Drarighe Warren, Su-
san Matay Weber, Charlotce William-
son, Philip A Wikson, judy Wong, Betty
Yuen, Mr & M John Zimmerman

Supporting Members

Mr & Mrs John A Briggs, Anne & Bill
Chaleote, Lucie Clark, Steve Delahunty
Karen Fu, Richard & Shauria Hansen,
Ron & Joan Hare, Melinda Jones, Ju-
dith Keyani, Elizabeth LeBeuf, Kns
McKinlay, Greg McMenomey,
Michael Meuser, Nancy Melsan,
Richard G Powers, Gary L Erml'J'L
Lean Sobon, Eric Tingstad, John
Traver, Robt & Kimberly Trimble,
Mianjorie Velte, Margaret Waller

Contibuting Members

Lewns H Butler, Howard Cohen, Eliz-
abeth Collier, James 5 DeSilva, Peggy
Jane Gibsoun, Heather Hearey, [
Tom & M Kawakita, Francine Landau,
David G Orr, Donald Zieglar

Sustaining Members

Ronabd Dean, Alvin Y Leg, Derys
MeLaughlin, Barbara M Mendenhall,
Andrew MNaegeli

Life Members

Dennis Compton, Michael Giust,

b Cler & G Grekowicz, Chris &
Diana Houser, Keich & Eddy |ohnsan,
Scott Gregory Lange, Bruce (G Lisser,
Stephen Lyman, Manon Reid

Participating Life Members
Jaclyn Caselli . Marshall & Judy Fisher
International Members

Kivotaka Makano, Japan; Mr &2 Mrs
Ake Nygren, Sweden; Takao 2 [unko

TAGE WINETEEN

Osh:mﬁ ]apan

Recent Donations to YA

Orero Best, Jackie & Ray Doumanian,
Chns Koermer, Willlam 2 Jean Byan,
The Schlinger Foundation, Dandel &
Alice Simon, Union Safe Deposit
Bank, Donald Zieglar

I hgwsgr of Mike di Mils, Suesan
Armstrong

T moemtary of Corstiee Kirkerndall,
Jean Cannen

T meemony of Paicia (esser, Bruce
Lisser

I memiony af Margearer Stgall Georgia
Stigall

ler meemory of Me o Mrs Winesow,
trs John Maohler

Golden Crown

cabin's original i;tennr. Aslsar
onal the fireplace with
mteb?i:ﬂt the rea[zli;ci(,aﬂ slowly
searched a wall telling me the
details he found. While he also
measured distances above the
floor and from a comer, | sketched
all chis down. We then started
discussing the possible reasons
for the nails, fabric caught under
nails, augered holes, squared
notches, etc

To the casual observer these
bits of evidence might appear to
be the results of unexplainable,
random activities, Bur carefully
studied, they do take on a pat-
tem of supports for shelves and
rwo beds, pictures and calendars
which almost certainly had to be
there, wall coverings, and produce
boxes natled upon the walls, There
wiere, however, two squared
notches we could not understand
— & mystery.

After skerching and bram-
storming was done at the cabins,
we continued our study of cabin
building at the library. This fur-
ther confirmed conclusions we
had drawn at the cabin, plus it
satved our mysteny. A sketch of
the interior of a cattle lineman's
cahin showed one method of
attaching a shelf which we had
not figured upen when we were
in the cabin. That added the last
detail — the shelf unit over the
two beds.

The study of Yosemite's phosi-
cal history ay represented in its
rehic cabins and other rermnants
can be exciting, mysterious and
rewarding, As Joseph Smeaton
Chase has chserved, it can allow
the imaginative detective to con-
jure “up again the figures of the
bygone miners and sheep-herders
who sat around the fres that
ance mared” in remote mountain
cabins. May those fires long roar
LMl G ITWTTOTIES.

Footnotes

1. This cabin was later burned 1o
the ground. It is not known how or
when it burned. A large pile of ashes
with a few chunks of charred log
cabin corners sall lie on the slope.

2. From 1864 to 1890, Yosemite
Stare Park consisted of Yosermire Val-
ley and the Mariposa Grove of Big
Trees only, [n 1990, when Yosemite
Maticnal Park was created, the bound-
ary was greatly expanded ro include
the watershed country Feeding both
the Merced ard Tuolumne Rivers,

3, Shortly afrer 1882, the cabin over
the western shaft was dismantled and
the matenal havled up the hill to the
Bulwark tunnel. The pile of logs st
lics there today. Apparently, the
intention was 1o aggressively work
and timber the tunnel, continue work
on the eastern shaft and abandon the
western shaft.

4. Visitors t this cabin have pulled
out most of the chinking to use for
firewood either in outdeor camphires,
in the fireplace, o, sadly, in intesior
campfires in the comer of the cabin.
This has occurred despite the N.ES
regulation prohibiting wood fres
abowee 9600 Feet,

Seesatt Conrfm 15 ann Assocnition
i et fromit Fresio witl o pas
siont for Yomennne's early fistory

il the past wpesing actnoty ler
She andd er fesband Karl regnt
larly expdoee the Sieren crest

betieen Tiowa Hill aid Parker
s, Snsan san ocoasiomd con
trelaatioe 1o Hles forieil
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Join the Yosemite
Association

You can help support the work
of the Yosemite Association by
becoming a member Reverues
generated by the Association's
activities are used to fund a vanety
of National Park Service programs
in Yosemite, Mot enly does the
‘osernite Association publish and
sell literature and maps, it sponsors
ficld seminars, the park's Art Actv-
ity Center, and the Ostrander Lake
Ski Hue.

A critical element in the success
of the Association is its mem-
bership, Individuals and families
throughout the country have long
supported the Yosemite Associa-
tion through their persenal com-
mitments; Won't you join us in our

Forwetrdmie sl redpumm

Yosemite Assaciation
Past Citfice Box 230

A 95318

(CaTeel

jrsfage ganmiteed

effort 1o make Yosernite an even
better places

Member Benefits

As a member of the Yosermite
Associaden, you will enjoy the
tollowing benefits:

Jr Yosemire, the Associaton bul-

letin, published on a quarterly
basis;

& A 15% discount on all books,

maps, posters, calendars and publi-

cations stocked For sale by
the Asscciation:

A 10% discount on most of the
field seminars conducted by the
Association in Yosemite Mational

Fark;

5 The opportunity to participate
in the annual Members’ Meeting
held in the park each fall, along

with other Association actvities;

P A Yosemite Association decal,
and

& Special membership gifts as
foallonass:

Seipporting Menidber: A selection of
& handsome notecards (with ervel-
opoes) featuring beautiful photo-
graphs of Yosemite;

Catribruting Member: A Yosemite
association mug — rew design;

Susteining Member; A copy of the
award-winning video, Yosendire; The
fate of Heaven;

Life- Mewdrer: Matted color photo-
graph by Howard Weamner of a
Yosemite scene; and

FParticipanng Life Memben Ansel
Adamns Special Edinon print, archi-
vally mounted.

tMembership dues are tax-
deductible as provided by law.

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a . . .

[l Regular Member
520.00

[ Supporting Member
535.00

[ Spouse
add $5.00

Mame (pAease prong):

| Contributing Member
550.00
[Tl Sustaining Member
5100.00
[ International Member

§£35.00

[ 1 Life Member
£500.00

| Participating Life Member
$1.000.00

Phone Number:

Address; City: State/Zip:

Enclosed is my check or money order for § or charge to my credit card
BankarnerncardVisa Number: Expiration Date:
MasterCard Nurmber: Expiration Date:

Maul to:

Yosemite Association, Post Office Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318, 209/379.2646

For Office Use

Faid

Card #

Exp. Date ikt

]

File Comp |

Mon-profic Crganization
L5, PORTAGE

EALL

Yosermite Association

Yosemite
Association
Board of Trustees President
Lepaio Ribarts, Seeven P hedier
£ Tshisvenins
William Alsup Sules :
Pevesly Bamick Patricia Wight,
Barksarn DM Wlamager
Echnard O Harey Mary Vocelka,
Kathleer Or Assivmmt
Richard Resmzer e onin
Devid Rabertaon Cumd;:utu-r
Anre Schneider
Thamas [ Shephard Fenmy Otwell
Jean Wace Brokkeeger!
Phallis Weber Oiffice: Manager
Dizanie] MWealBug Laive Hale
Leonadd W McKerzie, Claire Haley
NES Reyressuinmie Membership
Michisel W Firley Coordinators
MNPS Rapeasunny Gl Pyle
|L‘HII|:"‘I.'}I|;_IE.T|H'|J"I'.\ Hedy \Wirrae
Elwira Mighklan Seeretary/Cashier
E offfois Anrae Areed
Richard & Crrer,
Ex afffcie Consultant
Herey Bermey

Moving?

If you are moving, or have
recently moved, don't forger
to notify us. You are & valued
member of the Assocation,
and we'd like to keep in touch

with you.

Yose/\Nite

5 prublished quartesy for meaiers of the
Yosemite Assocabon, edied by Seven P
Meatley; amd sesigned iy Jon Croodetnlidy
San Rafine! Design Co. Copyright © 1992
Yosemite Associatian. Sebmissin of
wrtencserpals, phtorapis, o atfeer miie-

rials 15 welcomed.

Printed on recycled paper
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