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dy to mate again, LhL‘ mother would
iriven him away to fend for himself.
1 it was his second spring. It was time
r to get on with the business of pro-
r another healthy cub, and for him to
to maturity in the solitude normal to
pears.
as that same
¢ that he discov-
uman food. He
t have found it
tlong a trail, or in
fking lot, ]Je]'h.i]‘la
next to a bear-re-
t pgarbage can where
one had T'I'I].H!-.Ld. Food
have been left on a
table, unattended.
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it least one incident of
ession, led to his trapping.
ati nw[ Park Service wildlife
, Dianne l ngram,
he Ll him, put a colorful
_ Ill.:-. ear for easy iden-
ation, and gave him his
me — #583. He was re-
keed, but because he was a
blem bear he was fitted
th a radio collar that
wed biclogists to track
S movernents.
ianne’s assistant, Cindy
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Shultz, spent many hours
radio-tracking #583 and chas-
ing the voung bear away from
trouble. She also spent time
talking to people about the im-

portance of keeping food away

Erom bears.

Iny July #583 knocked down
a night security guard after
running out of a building he
had entered in search of food.
He later bluff-charped a wio-
man and child, coming within
5 feet of them before turning
away, He entered a restaurant
kitchen and took food while
a person was present, There
were many other incidents,
despite Cindy's efforts.

Bears are not destroyed for

finding garbage or stealing food
but for aggressive or extremely

destructive behavior. Even a
small bear can do tremendous
harm to a person if it is fright-
ened or aggressive. Past reloca-
tions af problem bears within
the park had failed. The bears
either returned to the site of
captute or died. So the arder
wias signed to destroy #5835,
Dianne knew his patterns,

He typically began his foraging

between 8:00 p.m. and 5:00

p.m., when truly wild bears are

Editar’s noter The preceding art-
cle s aafronet o Pasar thar became
dependent on humay food i
Seguoia and Kings Canyon Na-
Horal Pavles. Black bears {Ursis
americanus) of Yosewure, Sequors,

anted Koimeps Canyvon fave similar
hebrits aid dive i vivteially sdeti-
il beabiirar Ulefornmatehs tha
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beginning to bed down for the
night. Bears that have become
habituated to human foods
adopt activity patterns that
mirror those of the sources of
their fond. Preferring to avoid
the humans themselves, they
wait until activity dies down
after dark, then get up and take
advantage of what's been left
behind, The youngster’s radio
collar told the story; by B:15

pom, ke was up and moving,

At 8:45 p.m, Dianne inter-
cepted him, fired a dart rifle,
and trailed him for 10 minutes
until the drug took affect and
he fell asleep. By then night
had fallen. With the help of
three other employess she
rolled #583 anto a stretcher,
and they carried him back to
the truck, trying not ta stumble
on the dark trail.

After a short drive roa
secluded area, Dianne and an-
ather biclogist took the bear
From the truck, laid him on the
ground, and shot him through
the head. They knelt to take
off his ear tag and collar, then
pushed his body over a steep
embankment. His Hnal resting

place was the only natural
thing about his death

Destruction of a bear {s
quiet, “During the procedurel
you're very focused and care
ful!’ says Dianne. You're deal
ing with rifles and amrmunitig
and a hazardous drug, After-
wards there's no talking. You
just pack up your gear and ge§
in the car’

After a while, according tl
DHannie, the “if only" discuss
begins, “We say, 'If only we
could reach everyone to tell
themt about food and bears!
And swe search for waysto i
prove our efforts!

Later this year, when win-}
ter's snows start to fall, the
bears will again go to their
dens. Come January, anothes
generation of tiny cubs will |
born. Nature, in her generos
will give us another chance #
keep them wild.

Malinze Crapsey works for 1§
National Park Service in the P
lic Affiirs Offfce at Sequoia
Kr'ug_t- Cairio -'\-';mlwm.f Bark
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ol Anmual Wlembers' Meer-
of the Yosemrite Assodiation i

pumine Meadmes on Septem

JER33

was delighted to be
becd by the Yosemite Associ-
i Board to come and speak
Sou this weekend. Yosemite
peht up there at the top af
places that | committed to
if that T would wisit, orre-
revisit, as soon as possible
¢ | was confirmed and offi-
v started this job (which
it until after the fourth
t's partly because this ad-
Estration is going to paya
o attention to the parks,
to this park, but also for
nal reasons. For personal
wal and to remind myself
¥ it i5 that I'm doing this
And [ have to say that just
 hisurs of hiking this
ming out along the Lyell
with my wite, Betsy, was
et to do that and to re-
me again how Yosemite
ha unique combination
fandeur and intimacy.
e were talking this mom-
mbout the Face that the hike
pnded me alsa how much
s place iz still pretoy well

& P HES
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anlsEL

protected. And
[ want to take my hat off to
the park staff, to Mike Finley
and his team for that.

1 feel really honared to he
spending this beautiful day
with so many people wha
have given of vour energy and
your intellipence over such a
long period of time, many of
you for decades, to protect this
place for another hundred years.
After seven vears of working
For an advocacy organization,
["ve really come to appreciate
how important it is to the
stewardship of the park systern
and a park like this to have a
passionate, invalved, knowl-
edgeable, responsible citizen
canstituency for protecting
this place.

I'm talking about those af

you who are inter-
ested in Yosemite and work far
Yosemite through the Associa-
tion and through other crgani-
zations as individuals, as em-
ployees of the National Park
Service. That ig a tremendous
constituency, not only to be a
partner with the Park Service
and to support the service
when it's doing the right thing,
but also to be a point of pres-
sure, a watch dog and a gadfly,
to make sure that the hard de-
cisions are made the right way
[ salute you, and I ask you not
in any way to relax your com-
mitinent to-and your interest
in Yosemite,

Mow that I'm a government
bureaucrat, T have to tell you
that this administration is not
going to be able to do every-
thing that some of yvou may
want to see dope in the na-

tional parks or in Yo-
sermite. We're certainly not
going to be able to do some
of the things as fast as some
of you might like, or as fast
as | might like. We have some
severe budget problems and
a lot of other issues to con-
tend with,

But we're going to do our
best, and 1 fully expect that
there will be those of vou here
who are going to make me feel
pretty uncomfortable in the
next three or four years. And |
hope you will. And my pledge
to you is simply that T will ey
my best not to take it persan-
ally, and to realize thatitisa
critical part of a larger dynamic
that has to continue to go on if
we are really going to preserve
Yosemite for our grandchildren
and their grandchildren. 50
keep it up.

In terms of the overall priori-
ties-of the Babbitt administra-
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The Babbitt Priorities: 1. Reliable science-National Biological Survey

tien, there are four things
that have really come to the
top. Science, public land
management reform, an
ecosystem approach ta
what we're doing, and
bourth, which is really a
variation of the third, a
new and more Hexible
way to approach pro-
tecting endangered
species and critical
habitat.

National Biological
Survey

The Secretany's
number one priority
i to try to make
sure that resource
management deci-
sions get made on
the basis of good
science; period.
The major initia-
tHve that we've undertaken
fo try to move that feoward
is to plan for the creation of
a Mational Biological Survey
which will go into existence
on October Lst,

That Survey is a bureau of
the Department of Interior
which will also report to me
(as does the Park Service and
the LLS. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice) that combines all of the
biological research in the De-
partment of the Interior, which
is currently spread cutamong
the Fish and Wildlife Service,
the Park Service, BLM, Miner-
als Manapement Service and
other bureaus, and by and
large is not done in any coor-
dinated fashion.

The larger purpose of creat-
ing-a Mational Biological Survey
is tor cause the federal govern-
ment as a whole to do a com-
plete survey of hiclogical re-
sources in the country so that
there i5 a scientific basis, an
informational basis, to plan
pro-actively to avoid resource
management conflicts, rather

than get involved
in what the Secretary has
called “train wrecks” Science is
the number one priotty of this
department,

Public Land Management

Second, public land manape-
ment reform, Now we didn't
necessatily expect to be doing
grazing reform, mining reform,
and Forest reform all at ance in
the first three months, But the
budgeteers decided that raising
grazing fees and imposing a
mining royalty was important
in the President’s budget, OF
course, that disappeared from
the budget for reascns that we
could discuss later, But the In-
terior Department is absolutely
committed to take grazing and

mining reform
Forweard Full tile,

Several weeks ago we
released a comprehensive pro-
posal jointly with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Forest
Service, to reform grazing prac-
tices on the public lands and to
raise the grazing fee. The high
lightning rod here is the fee,
But actually the dollars are not
that significant. We're talking
about 30 or 40 million dollars a
vear. What’s important in that
program is a comprehensive
reform of the way grazing is
managed, who manages it,
and to what standards it's man-
aged. A system that will, we
hﬂ'r.l-Er pmt-E‘IC[ I'IFIF.H'I.ET'I drFeas,

I salute you, and I ask you not in any way to
relax your commitment to and your interest

in Yosemite.

reduce overgrazing,
and allow a broader range of
public interest to participate
the planning of grazing on p
lic lands.

A lot of time on the part of}
the Secretany and others wen
into the hearings around the
West this spring and summeg}
We've committed to eleven
more hearings to get more
feedback on this plan, and
Frankly the Secretary's objec!
tive here is to listen until
everybody'’s finished having
their say, and then we’re gol
to take all that into account
and put this inte effect.

Mining law reform, howey
cannot be done administra-
tively, It’s going to take Cone
gressional legislation, and [
think that'’s probably going o
be the biggest environmental
battle of this fall — mining |2
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ongress: [n fact,

we look at our

nda for the next
pee or four months,
ining law reform
trying to press for
ctrment of a Cali-
mia Desert Protec-

3 Act (which was
posed for many

5 under previous
nistrations) —

se are going to be
two big issues for
s department this fall,

agement of
systems

Third, T mentioned
SSYELENT MANagement,
s |5 clearly going to
the buzz word for the
tes. Everybody has
ar oo idea of what
ESystem management
ans; There are a lot of
elopment interests who
afraid that ecosystem
NEgement is an environ-
ntalist plot, sort of the
t and grandson of the En-
gered Species Act, to
ch out and lock every-
ng up. And there are some
sple on the environmental
who are concerned that
geVSEEM Management can
Bve 45 sort of a cover to make
npromises, a triage, give

me away while we save some,
ECosystern management is,

t of all, choosing a large
pugh area, a watershed or

en an ecolopical region like
west side of the Cascade

shington and Northemn Cali-
mia which contain most of
remaining old growth for-
in this coumitry, so that you
work on a regional basis.
e it's about how you man-
e all of the resources; all of
 spiecies, and all of the com-
unities in that region, net just

2. Public land management reform 3.

one or two ar three things that
are the high priority, but some
overall balance. I'm talking
about human communities,
too, and economic communi-
ties, because they are a very
important part of any ecosys-
rem.

It’s also trying to involve all
of the different managers, so

PAGE FIVE

Ecosystem management

you're not just looking at fed-
eral land or public land, but
private land and private land-
owners as well, Most imper-
tant, and something that many
people miss in ecosystem man-
agement, is that it is a process
of trying to push decision-mak-
ing down to the lowest possi-
ble level. To involve the people
who are going to be impacted

If we're going to do ecosystem management
for national parks, we're going to have to
start building some partnerships which are
really unlike those that the Park Service has
been challenged to build before.

in decisions about
planning and man-
agement, up front,
It is an attemipt
ta be anticipatory;
to have a strong
set of scientific
standards from the
top, but to have
thie decision-mak-
ing proceed at the
state and county
and local level,
and to invoelve
people who

are poing to

be the ones to

livve writh the

CONSEqUEnCEs,

The
Endangered
Species Act

The fourth
priority is try-
ing to design
Hew, mote

£ Hexible and
= broad ways
| & to protect
3 = endangered
bo | = species and
" endangered
habitats, and
to-use the technique of ecosys-
tem management to do that, |
think the Endangered Species
Act is in 2ome trouble, [t
viewed by many people, partly
unfairly, as a very sharp and
dangerous regulatory meat
cleaver. What we do is simply
wait until it's almost too late
and then we come down with
this meat cleaver through the
Endangered Species Act and
we sweep acroas the landscape
and we say you can't do any-
thing on the remiaining habitat
ar potential habitat of this crea-
ture that is about to-disappear.
I'hat’s like trying to build a
hause with only one tool in
your tool kit We need a full
tool kit A big part of that is
habitat-based planning, invalve
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4. Protection of endangered species and critical habitat

state and local
people; create a
scientific basis,

and get ahead of the
problem; use the En-
dangered Species Act
and other Federal and
stare laws that have
never been used to
try to-deal with these
problems in advance.

[Fwe can't do that
and build public suppore
for endangered species
protection and approach
this, not as a regulatory
problern but as a planning
problem, then T fear that
we're nat going to have
an easy time even reautho-
rizing the Endangered
Species Act,

There are & couple af
places where the depart-
ment has started to do
ECOSVETEM Management,
nbviously in the Pacific
MNorthwest. In Southern
Florida we've put together for
the first time ever a task force
of five different federal depart-
ments (Interior, EPA, NOAA,
the Corps of Engineers, the
Agriculture Department and
the Justice Department) to de-
sign a whale new restoration
plan that may take twenty-Hve
wears to build. The Coms of
Engineers, which put us in
this problem, is going o build
us-out of it. That can't be done
unless you have cooperation
between many federal agen-
cies and state and local people,
as well,

Priorities Application
That's a broad brush on the

department's priorities, the Sec-

retary’s priorities, How does
that translate into priorities for
the park system and Yosemite
Mational Parks Roger Kennedy,
the new Director of the Parle
Service, and | have tentatively
wdentified some things that we

kriowr are poing to be pri-

orities for the Park Service,

Priority number one is to in-
vest in people. The MNational
Fark Service has an incredible
number of tremendoushy com-
mitted people who work as
seasonals; temporary employ-
ees, and Fght to get into this
agency for wages that most
other peaple wouldn't work
bor, in spite of the fact that
housing is terrible, working
conditions are very difficult,
their support system is notwell-

funded, and there aren't the

kind of career advancement
and training opportunities that
you'd have in the private sector,

Investing in the people that
do this work means profession-
alization of work force, career
oppottunities; better pay; and
employee housing,

At an equal priority levelis 5
new emphasis on resaurce pro-
tection. The Park Service has
always been, from 1918, in the
business of balancing protec-
tion and enjoyment of park re-
sources. The hospitality busi-
ness is not only a matter of
allowing people to enjoy and

How are we going to get those increasing num-
bers of people into the parks, how are they
going to get out of the parks, in a way that
preserves and enhances the quality of their
experience and also protects park resources?

be inspired by park re-
sources; it is to educate peop
to build a constituency for at
natural heritage and our cul-
tural heritage. We increasing
see that the preservation buss
niess and the hospitality busi
ness come into conflict. Whil
both are important objective
ab the system, when push conl
to shove it's the resource pra
tection that has to come frsg
We need to put a new em-
phasis on that, and we wantl
create an atmosphere {after
twelve vears) where people
who waortle in the National P
Service Feel that they are not
only poing to be supported
when they make managemel
decisions er recammendatiof
but they're going to be ex-
pected to dis that. It may be
that the ultimate decisions f
are made on the basis of thos
recommendations are not th
ones that they initially come!
up with, but there would be

process where people feel thi
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PALE SEVEN

¥ are encouraged to
R it the way they see it,
tis-also investing in
pople and creating an
oy with high morale
B resolrce protection.

The third high priaricy
the system is going to
& new emphasis on
rships. If we're go-
p io have new parks
the Presidio fwhich
g to have to be
v a public-private
mership), we're go-
to bring university-
and real estate
inz-style expertise
put it together with
things the Park

vice does well,

10 nEW partmer-

s for which the
ite Azsociation
B be & model, as
peabzly the most
ctive publisher

# educator ameng all
park associations in the
pntry, If we're going to do
peystem management for na-
al parks, we have to start
Sding partnerships which are
e those that the Park Ser-

¢¢ has been challenged to

i before,

-

NES Py

New Partnerships

W you look twenty-five years
n the road, the greatest
pblermn and challenge in parks
this, particularly the big
s, and it's true of Yellow-
and Denali and Grand
yon and Acadia and others,
fhar increasing numbers of
Bple want to come to these

- Howv are we going to get
se people into the parksé

bW are they going to get out
the parks, in a way that pre-
s and enhances the qual-
of their experience and also
gects park resources? Whien
g think about thar as an

overarching challenge to the
National Park Service, you real-
ize that that is something that
the Park Service simply cannot
do alone.

The idea that the major func-
tion, the major management
goal of the park superintendent
and the National Park Service
is to draw a line around a pro-
tected resource and manage
what's within that line is a con-
cept that's totally obsolete. The
Park Service, park managers
and superintendents are going
to have to become people who
are involved in regional plan-
ning and regional development

with county governments, lo-

cal governments, state govern-
ments and other federal agen-

cies. [tis inevitable.

Itis not going to be easy to
ask the Park Service to be a
player in state and local poli-
tics, in regional transportation
planning, in regional develop-
ment planning, but that is what
it'’s going to take if we want to
accommodate even a few more
visitors, preserve the quality
of the experience, and protect
the resource. That's a remen-
dous challenge.

And obviously, Yosemite is at

B - ——————— —————  —_
It is likely that we will pick four or five or six
parks as laboratories for the next four years
to create a new approach to regional planning
with partners in state and local government.

the forefront

of that and has
been thinking
about it There
are transportation
studies and activi-
ties, and thereis a
trernendous coop-
= eratien between
&1 the local counties

that's begun. W
are going to make
this a major initia-
tive under this-ad-
ministration. It is
likely that we will
pick four or five or
six parks as [ahara-
tories for the next
four years to create a
new approach to re-
gienal planning with
partners in state and
local government,
and to fund and en-
courage and experi-
mient and see whether
these parks can be-
come players in larger
regional planning ef-

torts. And each park s

different. In Grand Canyon
you have propasals for major
land exchangses with the Na-
tional Forest so you have a
place to have new private
development. In Yosemite you
have major transportation plan-
ning issues. In Yellowstone you
have problems with gateway
communities and developrment
and winter use, But the set
of problems — regional, eco-
niornic, land use and transporta-
tion planning — are the same
set of problems.

To share with you a personal
perspective, if this administra-
tion can focus the Park Service
and provide the resources for
the Service to develop the in-
terest and expertise and build
those partnerships, I think
we will have done something
very impaortant.
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Post Card Pretenders

Yosemite
Misprints and
Misrenderings
Dean Shenk

There is a growing number
of people who collect a variety
of Yosemite memorabilia, It
seems almost inevitable that
when collectors of Yosemite
postcards look through an an-
tique dealer’s Yosemite post-
card section, they will also find
Yellowstone, Sequoia/Kings
Canyon, Calaveras Grove or
coast redwood cards. Publish-
ers of postcards have also made
mistakes in identifying the sub-
jects of their cards.

| have identified ar least five
categories of postcards with
erroneous labels. The category
that probably has the largest
number of "offenders” is the
genetic “Yosemite" novelty
card. Many of these are still
in print. Some are printed on
wood, they all show a "non-
Yosemite" scene (such as a
grizzly bear or a Plains Indian
wearing a war bonnet), and
each 15 emblazoned with
YOSEMITE in big letters.

The same cards have been
printed for other locations, but
they have different place names
printed on them, [ don’t con-
sider these cards to be true
“mistakes but they do com-
prise a category of cards with
errotieous labels,

In the world of out-of-print
and historic postcards, | have
seen postcards with erronecus
titles or labels that Fall into four
additional categories. Some
cards illustrate Yosemite scen-
ery but are labeled with an in-
comect Yosemite place name or
lacation. This would include
cards which label North Dorme
as Half Dome, Sentinel Rock as
Cathedral Spires, the “Dead

- Big.Fall,
fosemirte Valley, Cal

Giant” of the Tuolumne Grove
as “Big Tree “Wawona' Mari-
pasa Grove” or identiby the
Mariposa Grove as being in
Yosemite Valley,

My personal favorite is Brit-
ton 8 Rey's number 2001, This
is-a vertical “litho" card of
Galen Clark next to the open-
ing of the Wawona Tunnel
Tree, What's rernarkable is that
it’s labeled “Wawona, Big Tree,
Mariposa Grove, California,
Joaguin Miller, the Poet of the
Sierras, in foreground? Cards
such as these should be rela-

L
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tively easy to acquire since
they are identified as Yosemite
and thereby make their way
into the dealers’ Yosemite sec-
tion. These cards are fun be-
cause they allow the collecvor
to enjoy: his or her superior
knowledge of the park and

its features.

Callectors also discover post-
cards that, according to their
labels and titles, are illustrations
of Yosemite, but which are ac-
tually views of other places.
The example of this category
that [ see most often is the pic-

ture of Multnomah Falls, whi
drains into the Columbia Rivé
30 miles east of Portland, O
gon. [ have three versions of
this card, each labeled "Big Fa
Yosemite Valley, Cal” All threg
cards were printed from the
same negative but apparently
were published by dibferent

companies. Twa versions do
not have any indication of th
publisher, the third was issueg
by the “lllustrated Postal Card
Co: New Yorl!”

Another posteard in this cal
egory is a hand-colored view
three glaciated peaks identifi
on the back as “Three Sisters;
Yosemite Valley! The unusua
long description on the card
contiriues: “The Three Sisters
Yosernite Valley, California, i
one of the most beautiful nat
ral wonders of this celebrated!
spot. Mo where on earth is
there such a variety of natursl
beauty in eliffs, mountains,
leys, ete,, as in the Yosemite
Valley. A trail leads all around
these Three Sisters, and the
view of the surrounding valle
From the trail asit winds in 3
out is most enchanting” Cat
dral Rocks were, on occasio
known as the Three Graces,
but the peaks illustrated on t
card are not in Yosemite, The
locale sounds and looks like &
wonderful place to visit, but]
can't go there since [ don't
know where these mountai
really are, The scenery looks
if these peaks may be in the
narthemn Rockies.

COne of the Sequoias near th
Mariposa Grove museum
named “General Grant” but t
tree illustrated in card numbe
205 published by 1. Scheft &
Bros, and labeled “ General
Grant’ at Yosemite National
Fark, Calif? is actually the Gel
eral Grant of Kings Camyon
Mational Park, (which was
inally named General Grant
National Park), Facific MNovel
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Nompany s card number Y-127
W another with an image from
e Sequola/Kines Canyon area
Sat was misidentified as being
8 tosemite card, This card
Wows mounted cavalry troop-
e lired up in Front of and on
p of a fallen Sequoia and is
entified as “ULS. Cavalry on
Sullen Monarch, Mariposa Big
e Grove, California”
While the trunk and roots
the Fallen Maonarch are of
purse intact, visible in this
id is the sawn bute of the
unk of this tree. The photo-
aph used For this card was ei-
Per taken in a logged forest
ar the boundary of the origi-
| General Grant National
wrk or in Converse Basin.
The only ather card in this
tegory that | know about is a
w of Mammoth Hoet Springs
Yellorarstone Mational Park
bt s labeled “Yosemite Falls.
bsemite Valley, Cal” Thesze
eds, like those in the presious
regories, are likely to become
ailable to the collector since
by are identified as Yosemite
enes and are often sorted into
ir Yosemite section.
Rarer are those postcards
hat illustrate Yosemite, but
e labels ortitles that fail to
ve recognition to Yosemite,
he famous postcard company,
ward H. Mitchell, issied at
st five such cards, In & series
“Holiday Greetings” post-
ds; park scenes (with cne
ception) are identified as
pews of Yosemite. The excep-
o 15 ant unnumbered card
fiich has a colorful viewr of
g Three Brothers at its center
ith poppies to the left and
unsettias to the right.
Card number 2273 is entitled
Saging in the Mountains!
%is postcard shows a Califor-
mud wagon, drawn by four
wses, descending into Yosem-
Valley along the old Wawona
Bead. Card number 1534 is en-

tiled “The Big Trees of Califor-
nia” and 15 a composite image
of a ridiculously large Fallen
bonarch of the Mariposa
Grove overshadowing an espe-
cially small Southern Pacific
train and person on horseback.
Clard 1558, “A Fight to the Fin-
1sh! is another composite im-
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age. This card shows a giant
trout hooked on & line that is
superimposed over the rapids
at Happy Isles

The most striking composite
image postcard, which neglects
to acknowledge its Yosemite
“heritage” is surely Mitchell’s
number 1991 which is entitled

"Indian Boy and His Bear Cub
Pets” Prominent in the back-
ground are the Havertord and
Ohio trees of the Mariposa
Grove with the museum visi-
ble through the hole of the
Havertord. In the foreground is
a superimposed, composite pic-
ture of a Natve American youth.
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By chain leashes he is holding
on to bwo bear cubs which are
wearing white shirts!

The posteards that | find the
miost intriguing and most ehu-
sive are those that are illustra-
tions of Yosemite identified as
somewhere else. What obvi-
oushy makes these cards tare
for the Yosemite postcard col-
lector is that most people {deal-
ers and collectors included)
don't realize that these are ac-
tually Yosernite cards, [ only
own two cards that fall into
this categony,

The card that | haye seen
mote eften 5 Detroit Publish-
ing Company’s card numbet
79832 which is labeled "Going
to the Cache, dission Indian,
California” This “litho™ card
has a vertical image taken in
the Indian Village which stood
where Lewis Memorial Hospi-
tal was built, A portion of Sun-
nyside Bench and the cliff near
the base of Upper Yosemite Fall
15 visible in the background.
The card shows Chris Brown's
grandmother, Lucy Brown, with
a large basket in her left hand,
a walking stick in her right,
walking away from the camera
towards an acorn granary:

Britton & Rey's card number
4005 15 labeled "Sants Cruz Big
Trees — Largest grove of Giant
Sequola Sempervirens in the
Wotld. & miles from Santa
Cruz on coast line of Southerm
Pacific from Los Angeles to San
Francisco via Santa Cruz! This
also is-a *litho” card with a ver-
tical imape. Despite jts title,
this card illustrates the Confed-
erate Group, a cluster of five
Giant Sequoias in the Mariposa
Grove located across the road
from the Telescope Tree.

Every collector defines the
scope of what he or she is will-
ing to purchase. Some postcard
collectors specialize in cards
featuring vehicles, buildings, or
Giant Sequotas. [ collect post-

cards of Yosemite, but since
one category of my collection
is misprints and misrenderinga
I nowr find that in my Yosermis
postcard collection [ have poss
cards thar aren't of Yosemite
subjects! In this article | have
purposefully ignored “real
photo cards” which are often
distinguished by bad spelling’
and inaceurate labels, IF you
know of additional *lithe” or
“chrome" cards withe errone
labels, especially those that aeg
pictures of Yosemite incor-
rectly labeled, I'd love to hear
from you,

Dean Shenk fs a ranger-natird
ist at Yosemite National Park
wita lras long been affiicred witl
the collecior’s virus. This artick
ariginally appearcd in the wews
slterter of e Yosemite Collecto
Club. If you are interested in
learting tmore about the club,
yotd shoold write Mariella
Hanzey, 3260 B, Westfall Rd.,
Mariposa, CA 95338, You can
write Dean-at PO Box 400,

El Portal, CA 95348,
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s fall slowly progresses
o winter, the animals of
emite are busy preparing
o the long, cold months
head. In the same tradition,
be Yosemite National Park's
dlite Office is preparing for
B park’s 58rd annual winter
e count, to be held this year
f December 159th.
Winter bird counts began in
951, when four local birders
punited 556 birds from 26 dif-
nt species on a clear, cold
ter day in Yosemite Valley:
bnnual bird counts became an
asingly popular winter ac-
ty in the 1930% for residents
the park, as well as for park
Witors, with annual participa-
jon growing to an average of
ven birders spending a day
the field. Birdwatching con-
Baions varied greatly, as they
today, with the luck of the
ather ranging from winter
Hurries and temperatures
pping well belowr zero,
b beattiful, clear skies and
salmy” temperatures in which
b count birds. The "Christmas
pet Count”; as the bird census
to be known, continued
2 yearly event until World
wr [l interrupted rmany of
mite's typical activities,
e Christmas Bird Count was
pe such project sugpended in
£1. not to be resumed again
il the war was over.
from the inception of the an-
pal bird count, it has been the
ppe of Yosernite Valley ormi-
logists that the counts coufd
rate variation in the rela-
abundance of various
cies over-a period of many
. From the data collected
pring the yearly count, park
ologists have hoped to inter-
the results, taking into
ount weathet, food, and
ther factors, to determiine the
ssons for fluctuations in bird
bpulations. With neatly sixty
rs of data, biclogists are

novw looking at ways to com-
plete that task: With generous
assistance from the Yosemite
Association, the park's wildlife
statf has undertaken the pra-
ect of assimilating bird count
statistics info a computer data-
base, This information will

be used to chart vear to year
abundances in hird species
recorded during Christmas
Bird Counts,

This year’s National Audu-
bon Society count will mark
the 53rd winter in which local
residents and bird watchers
from far and wide gather to
identify and count birds in the
Yosemite region, The date of
this yvear's Christmas Bird
Count is December 19th, and
will last from just after dawn
until late afternoon. For those
of you who have participated
ina Christmas Bird Count,
sponsored by the National Au-

dubon Society, you know the
rules: spend a day in the field
keeping a tally of different
species, and the numbers of in-
dividual birds counted in an as-
signed area, and keep tack of
hours and miles on foot or in
car. The count area is a 15-mile
circle centered around a the Po-
hono Bridge, on highway 41.
The count area is divided into
seven zones ranging in eleva-
tion from El Fortal (2,000 feet),
to Badger Pass (7000 feet),
Yosemite is home to approxi-
mately 50 species during the
winter months, but participants
occasionally see some unusual
winter migrants in the area
as welll

An organizational meeting
will be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 18th, in Yosemite Valley's
East Auditorium From 5:00 to
6:00 in the evening, and a post-
count meeting with refresh-

Christmas Bird Count Coming Up

tents will directly follow the
count at the same location: To
help defray the costs of pub-
lishing eount results in the jour-
nal American Birds, the Audu-
bon Society charges a $5.00 fee
[or each participant. For more
information, call Steve Thomp-
son at (209} 372-0474, weekdays.

[ 1947 count organizer Bona
May McHenry wrote that there
are “a thousand delights of ear
and eye, and the bird counter
goes out not knowing what
surprise may be in store” Mare
importantly, the more birders
there are in the Geld, the more
thoroughly each count zone
can be covered. Participating in
the annual CBC not only is a
wonderful way to explore the
Yosemite Valley regicn fora
day, but each hirder contributes
impottant data on Yosemite's
winter bird populations.

4 > b
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The State of the Park — 1993

Park Superintendent
Michael V. Finley =
Editor's note: Ar e recem VA
Members” Meeting, Yosemite Su-
pernttemdene Adike Finley prre-
semtted o comprehensne report on
the statis of affaies i the park.
His tapics were wide-ranging aned
specific. Becapse wch of wha
Me Finley discuszed has oy
been reparted
we frave deceded 1 share
his comments veith il our

memibers,

In Yosemite, unfortunately,
the last comprehensive mam-
mal survey was done in the
1914-15 to 1919 range. That’s a
shamie to say, but that's the
truth. We have had some spo-
radic studies that have ad-
dressed issues that were con-
troversial or were problem
areas (such as black bear stud-
ies because we have had some
serious human-black bear
interaction problems). But we
know very little overall about
our mammal community for
the most part.

Mountain Lions

We do know more about
our mountain liens, but not
because we've done a compre-
hensive study: It's because
we've had more anecdotal re-
ports, more motintain lion ac-
tivity than before. They've
been spotted on the North
Dome trail by visitors and by
staff. They've been reported
on Highway 120, And more
recently we had an incident
where a mountain lion entered
the Hodgdeon Meadow Camp-
ground and tried to take some-
one's dog from itz campsite. So
they are active. It appears that
we may now have to engage in
a more active public educaton

program on dealing with
mountain lHons, some of
which are not the least bit
afraid and aren't easily driven
off in trail encounters.

Bighorn Sheep

Many of you remember that
the Associaton and the Fund
contributed to the bighom
sheep restoration. That project
continues to shine brightly and
illustrates what can happen
when people put their minds
to restoration. Remember the
beginning with 27 animals?
And now we Hourish with over
72 sheep, depending on misad-
ventures or productivity at any
given tme.

Black Bears

Our biggest problem today
continues to be the human-
bear interactions, In 1988 we
killed eight bears; in 1992 the
Park Service disposed of seven
bears. We had 750 incidents. In
1993 we've disposed of Four

Damage caused by bears
determined to raid visitors'
food remains a serous problem

bears so far, and we're anxi-
ously hoping that the three
cubs of the mother that we had
to destroy will not also have to
be destroved, Unfortunately,
bear behavior islike that of a
crack cocaine addict. When ex-
posed ta human food, it's
something they don't easily or
naturally shake, Once they be-
come familiar, it's something
that they feel they must come
back to again. So it's not the
bears that are a problem-— we
are the problem.

In 1991 we had $186,000 in
property damage. Visitors' bro-
ken windows, vehicles tomn
down, tents fpped up. In 1992,
$168,000 in property damage,
and so far this year we've had
$90,000 in property damage.
The sow that we killed several
weeks ago had been relocated
before, We weighed carefully
what we should do, We de-
cided to err on the side of the

sow and the cubs. We spent
$4500 and Aew her to ane of
the most remote locations we
could nd in the northern part’
of the park. In three weeks sh
was back m Litde Yosemite
Valley, where she proceeded tof
swata gentleman visitor from

Great Britain, almost taking
out his jugular, We Felt

at that time, unfortu-

nately she had to go.
That left us the three
cubs, the ones that we're
watching that we hope we
don't add to our statistics
this fall.

One third of our bear inci-
dents occur in the three Valley
campgrounds in Yosemite Val
ley (Upper Pines, Morth Fines
and Lower Pines), where only
20% of the sites have bear
lockers. Now this is what's exs
tremely Frustrating for us, We
have yet to develop a sexy,
catchy termy for bear food
lockers. They don't compete
well for unding dellars. [
don't know how they did it
Hawaii, but goat fences got
funded, while bear boxes don
here. One's a mechanical en
sure to keep poats from eating
native plants; the other is a
mechanical enclosure to keep
biears from eating human foo
There is a relationship and a
correlation, With only 205 of
those campgrounds with bear
bosxes, you can imagine that
we do not have a comprehen-
sive and reliable program.

Bear lockers are expensive.
Our old models, we have ab
1400 of them, are inefficient.
They were experimental in d
sign; they have a piano hinge
along the bottom and the moi
ture gets in and rusts out the
piano hinge quite regularly.
They are a maintenance mon-
ster, they do not accommoda
large ice chests, and they nee
to be replaced over time.

The new design, on which
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we worked with some Associ-
ation members and the Fund,
are on legs, they're kept up
from rusting, they hold two ice
chests. They are substantially
Sesigned to resist bears, but
they cost about 8500 apiece. By
the time you paint themn and
snstall themn in rebar concrete,
wou're looking at about $675.
S0 400-of them would cost
you $270,000.

The House of Repre-
gentatives in our appropri-
ations bill included $250,000
Por bear boxes, but the Senate
whose not to fund that amount.
We're hoping that in confer-
ence that amount will survive,
zre seemis to be a philoso-
shy that a large park witha
budpet like Yosemite can find
50,000 if we really wanted
0. | think many of you who
the way we allocate cur
MIgCL, the WY WWE USE your
htems to supplement an ever-
Sminishing staff, we couldn't

ad $250, let alone $250,000,

80 think of a way to raise the
nscicusness about bear

gxes. It's cerrible that we have
ed &5 bears since 1973, We
do better, and we'll look

o your continued support in
[at arcnd.

We're going to work hard to
ush the campground bear
sees: 1F the appropriation
Boes not survive this fiscal year,
have a pledge from the Na-
al Park Foundation For
250,000 for our share of the
b million Yosemite donation,

d [will write the National

e Foundation and ask that
entire amount be given to
and we'll buy bear baxes.

We have an agreement with
(ifornia Fish and Game that
mits the type and level of
ting activity that occurs
peside the park. The Depart-

ment has been very sup-
portive — the number
they've set is at a level that's
lowwer that for other areas in
the state.

Fisheries

We are going to focus this
year an enhanced fsheries
management, Two years ago
we stopped the last stocking
with California Fish and Came
in the Park so that any lsheries
that remain will be managed
on a natural teproduction
basis. We hope to try and mon-
itar the effect of recreational
taking. It's hard to manage,
though, without a fisheries bi-
ologist or a hsheries program.
More importantly, it's hard to
manage without a plan. So we
will be conducting some meet-
ings around the state and ask-
ing those visitors who utilize
Yosemite, who love its back-
country, who love catching
golden trout, or rainbow trout,
who love bringing their fami-
lies to participate in that recre-

Hunting deer around the
petimeters af the park is
restricted more than usual.

ational aspect, how they think
we should manage the fishery.

When | arrived in 1989, the
limit was ten fish a day per
person. You can imagine, with
large numbers of sport fisher-
men, that not only is the recre-
ational aspect diminished, but
the non-recreational aspect
of hiking or standing next to
a stream, or in the case of
Yosemite Valley, the lovely
Merced River and looking and
seeing a deer or a coyote, and
looking down and seeing a
rainbow trout, that experience
too is spoiled. Qur poal is not
just put and take fishing,

5o, those of you it interests,
lock Forward to some public
meetings this fall, We do not
have a plan, we'll be soliciting
your input and your concerm
about how the hishery could
and should be managed. As
vou remember, we did have
some public meetings two

years ago. As a result we im-
plemented a estch and release
Rshery program in Yosemite
Vallew, barbless hooks, artificial
lures only: That +was as a result
of some studies with Cal Fish
and Game and the U, 5. Fish
and Wildlife Service based on
habit, habitar and age classes
of those fish.
The rainhows were

natural to Yosemite
Yalley, What did we Hnd
outt We had lots of one-
wear olds, lots of bwo-year
olds, very few three-year olds.
Well, it's like eating your seed
corm. Most rainhows don't be-
come sexually mature until
ahout two-and-a-half to three
years old. We were having very
little reproduction and we had
exotic brown trout interfering
with that capacity for them to
reproduce. So as a martter of
regulation, now it's catch and
release for rainbews, and you
may take and enjoy all the
brown trout that you want up
to five a day.

[nter-agency
Cooperation

We meet twice a year with
the Forest Supervisors, the
Superintendent of Sequoia Ma-
tional Park, and the District
Manager For BLM. [n those
meetings, we discuss how we
can manage the Central Sierra
miore as one ecosystem. Ot
of those meetings have come
products that [ think you're
aware of. One was the joint
backcountry group size.

We formed a Federal clean air
partnership, where our air qual-
ity specialists work on test-
mony for the Air Resources
Board. Any one of the federal
agencies may give testimony
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for the others and that has hap-
pened: We sign joint papers
concerning air quality issues
and will continue working on
air quality related matters. Part
of that is an educational aspect.
We feel it’s important to edu-
cate the Air Resources Board
an the value of narural fire and
the role of fire in sustaining
the Sierra Nevada ecosys-
tem, But it's a coordi-
nated approach and a
joint approach that’s work-
ing very well. We're working
on a common data basis for
geographic information sys-
tems, where we can exchange
readily maore infarmation and
the data we gather will be
mote compatible,

Backcountry

Throughout the Central
Sierra, in all federally managed
backcountry areas, we now
have a group size limit of 15
people and 25 horses, as a uni-
Form policy. You will remember
that some Forest Service wilder-
ness areas had unlimited horses
and people in group size. Others
were different between units.
You may now cross between
Federal units and not have to
drop off people or parties.

As a result of looking at
some of these issues, there are
some closures that have taken
place; We did not take great
joy in closing the Tenaya Lake
Campground rwo years ago.
But those of you who Jove
Tenaya Lake Walk-in Camp-
ground also know that it was
ir a riparian zone, You would
walk in there and the puddles
were ringed with pine pollen,
that’s how wet it was, It really
didn't belong there. And we
will work with you to reallo-
cate those camping spaces be-

cause they're called for
in the GMP somewhete
within this corridor.

We recently closed Half
Dome to camping. Why did
wee do set Well, six of the
seven original pines were dead,
Part of themn disappeared as
Brewood. We had feces prob-
lems all over the top. It was
windy and is windy on Half
Dome, and much of the talus
and the granite rock were built
intd igloos and wind shields,
much to the chagrin of the Mt,
Lyell Salamander. What we're
trying to do is protect the habi-
tat of the Mt. Lyell Salamander,
reduce the impact of human
waste and feces, and save the
one remaining tree from fre-
wiood taking,

Fire Management

We will continue our pre-
scribed bum program. We just
statted our program again this
fall when we burmed in the
Mariposa Grove of Sequoias.
We're scheduled to do a burmn

Prescribed burning is regu-
larly scheduled in cooperation
with the Forest Service,

on North Mountain, which will
be the second co-cross-bound-
ary burm with the Forest Ser-
vice, Now those of you who
have had a history with the
Park, T want vou to think back
a few years ago, even six years
ago, to when the Fark Service
and the Forest Service weren't
even talking across their boun-
daries, Now we're having a
mutual burn for ecological put-
poses, a cross-boundary bum
over Park Service and Forest
Service land. [ have to say that
l am very pleased and happy
with the support and the coop-

eration we're e CEIVINE.

Camp Fires

We're.also warking inter-
nally to reduce our impacts on
air quality. | mentioned what
we're doing as far as education
and working with the Air Re-

sources Boards. Internally; we

wortk with our campers to try
to cut down on the particulate
matter that is generated from
the campgrounds. [F you will
remember last summer we
had an experimental program
where we brought monitoring
equipment that measures
particulate matter less than
ten micrans, and during

July we let the camp-

grounds run as they

do, laissez-faire, and
took the measurements,
During August we imple-
mented a restriction, We asked
the campers not to burn mo
itigs, not to bum noons, and
don't go to bed and let your
camplire burn at night, while
you're sleeping. Extinguish
your fire at night. The results
were astounding. Most of our
visitors really appreciated the

reduction in smoke in our
campgrotinds, they understooi
the need to reduce particula
in the air, and particularly in
the surnmer,

That ban last year again
experimental in August, Sep-
tember and October. Now as
it gets colder again, we took
the ban off because it was
certainly more appropriate:
We have fewer visitors in Oc=
tober and it's chilly in the mo
nings and you may indeed en~
joy a fire.

This year we put the ban
permanently beginning in May
and running through October
Now there were a few people:
who angrily stomped into my
office and felt that this was
an unreasonable restriction on
the part of Government, that
momning and noon campfires
were something to be valued,
that this was an unnecessary
restriction. We had the charts
From the monitoring that
showed we were in violation
of State particulate standards.
In a 24-hour period, we were
supposed to stay below 50
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\parts per million, and during

the evenings we were shooting
p to 3400 It measures on a 24-
Sour period, sowe were hover-
b around 40 o 60,

We telieve we should stay
nd live our ethic within the
sparticulate standards. We think

can preserve the traditional
phire, but we'll be
ving toward cleaner,
r fuels. You will no-
e the vending ma-
thines we had in the
pamperounds this year A
pulation in the permit was
or dryer, cleaner fuels: We'll
lontinue the ban on gathering
¢ firewood and will continie
% look at reasonable sources of
Eternative fizels to sell in
Bsemite such as walnut/pecan
hell composites that bumn
en more cleanly. And hope-
v we can maintain the am-
ance and the public health

Bat's necessany

Biological Studies

For example, all Central

ma federal agencies have a
boncern about certain species

owls, notably the great gray,
e spotted owl, but we also
wve concetns about amphib-
ns. This park, this year, has
aitiated a three-year study:
We're hopeful that we can get
e additional funds to ex-
md that to some of the sur-
sunding forests concerning
yellow-legged frog and the
bseinite toad, and some ather
mphibian species.

Aquatic Resources

One of our highest priorities
to look at the aguatic re-

e as a whaole, You rememi-
it bwo yedrs ago we stopped
imoving trees from the Mer-
& River. The Park Service did
bat for years for two reasons:
e, to sanitize the river for

rafting safery; and two,
because during high Aood
periods loose logs could jam
against the bridges, and the hy-
draulics created such pressure
that we could lose a bridge. We
determined that it was meore
appropriate o leave the woody
tissue, and to allow the natural
processes of rees falling in the
Merced. We do not want any-
one to be harmed rafting, but
to the extent rafting takes place
it will now take place on your
oW at your own risk. Welve
wititten our policy that way,
and if we lose a bridge, so be
it, we can replace it right—it
wan't have its abutments in the
river where they don't belong
in the first place,

Transportation

We have established within
the last twio years a Yosermite
regional transit work group.
The surrounding counties are
signatory. Supervisor Art Bag-
gettis the chairman of that
group. That group is working

Trees and woody debris are
no Jonger removed from the
Merced River:

rogether on several aspects,
The group is working to de-
velop and coardinate some
other studies that we hope to
fund in the future, and de-
veloped the Mariposa Express
a5 an experiment from Yosem-
ite to Merced, both for visitors
and employees to use to reduce
private automobiles,

We are issuing experimental
permits right now to shuttle
services in each of the gateway
communities for two vehicles
a day. For example, Bass Lake
Tours will be one. The goal is
to leave the cars parked in Front
of the Marriott in Fish Camp,
have the day tour broughtin
by bus, and we hope to never
see those cars in Yosemite,

Wi have provided such per-
miits to each one of the com-
munities from Lee Vining to
Groveland to Mariposa and
Oakhurst, and we're hopeful
that that will be the beginning

of cooperative transpottation
ventures becween the Park and
communities in providing shut-
tle incentives.

Conservation

We insulated government
houses to cut dawn on em-
ployees burning wood,
to save an their electric-
ity bills in some of
our clder homes that
were uninsulated. And we
worked with PG&E and they
contributed about $250,000 at
ne cost to the government on
insulating homes. We felt that
was again appropriate for
living our ethic.

Alternative Fuels

We're working diligently in
the conversion of the govern-
ment fieet to low-emission al-
ternative fuels, Cur new acqui-
sitions under fleet management
are multiple fuel vehicles, both
methanol and unleaded, Cur
contract with the new park
concessioner requires alterna-
tive fuels to be available at all
the service stations. We re-
cently purchased an electric
van in copperation with Pacific
Gas and Electric, the Califomnia
Energy Commission, Yosemite
Park & Curnty Ca., and the Park
Service, and that was just really
a program to say, "Yes, we can
do it. We can work topether”

We now have an electric van
that 12 serviceable in the Valley.
It's a small van, its not going to
haul a lat of people. In fact we
changed its role from shuttling
visitors to shuttling bus drivers
in support of the transit sys-
tem. But nevertheless my feel-
ing and the reason [ want to do
it was it was the frst step to
say we could do it.

We held a conference on
August 20 with the California
Energy Commission , PG&E,
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with several other co-sponsars,
wie had representatives from
Ford Maotor Company and GM.
The workshop demonstrated
to others the current state of
technology, everything from
Cummins Diesel to the electric
cars being worked on by Ford
and GM. We did announce at

oft, that we were going
to collaborate ona $1.2
million acquisition of
three electric shuttle
busses. 5o you hopefully will
see by next year at this tme
that we have added three mini-
mum-3{-passenger electric ve-
hicles to the Yosemite Valley
shuttle Heet.

One of the regional group’s
major SUCCesses was Dbta.f_njng
a CalTrans grant for $2.2 mil-
lion forwhat we call a Yosem-
ite Area Regional Transporta-
tion [nformation System,
YARTIS, We'll be working with
the signatory counties on elec-
tronic signboards at distances
From Yosemite to relieve traffic
congestion, reduce the use of
fossil Fuels and the inefficient
and wandering manner of visi-
tors during peak visitation.
There will be travellers' plazas
for travellers' information, trav-
ellers' information radio sys-
fems at our entrances so d'.lﬂt
we can give up-to-date infor-
mation and again increase the
enjoyment of the visit while
decreasing congestion,

Plannin g

We have a couple of plans
we are beginning and a couple
we need to bring to closure. The
Walley Irnplementation Plan is-a
new EIS that we're just begin-
ning in Yosemite Valley Its goal
is to finally and frmly come to
grips with transportation sys-
tems coming from outside the
park and how they interface
with internal transportation

systems. That is where
wie capture vehicles com-
ing into Yosemnite Valley and
put people on a shuttle system.

Also we've asked the study
team to look at relocating our
roads out of meadows, and
when vou ask vourself why
we have roads in the middle of
Sentinel Meadow, Stoneman
Meadow, and El Cap Meadow,
it goes back to a time when we
were bringing people in and
doing some windshield explor-
ing in cars: The question has to
be asked, when you redo your
reads in 1993, should you
repave roads in Yosemite Val-
ley in the middle of meadows
if in fact you can relocate them
back to the edges where they
were originally placed. In the
case of Sentinel Meadow when
you come in by the Chapel, the
old road is at the south edge of
the meadow over by the clitk.
We weant to look at these, look
at where they oripinally placed
the roads.

We're waiting on one more
study, a study on alternative

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, FALL

The new Valley plan’s
purpode i o deal
with the park’s
angoin
;Jmhfzm -

vehicles.

Food lock:
ers still need
funding for a
eomprehensive in-
stallation program.

transportation which
should be finished soon. We
want to take that study; about
an alternative transportation
system for Yosemite, combine
it with the Wilderness Society
Study, the Caplan Associates
study, work with our tegional
transportation group, and
develop a synthesis of the best
of all those plans as our trans-
portation plan,

Maintenance

We want to redesign the
maintenance area. | he re-
design of the maintenance area

follows the new constructon
in El Portal and movement of
that maintenance area. [ hope
some of vou will drive throught
Railroad Flat and look at the
warehouse complex in El Portall
We are just finishing up a phase
of moving the warehouse and 1
support facilities out of Yo-
sernite Valley: The covered
starage, 30,000 square
feet, is up, just about
campleted. The
open storage

lion worth of
constructon swill
begin on the ware-
house building proper.
So what that means is thats
the first phase of moving majol
suppart facilities out of Yose
ite Valley. In other words, 88
jobs and 44 pieces of equip-
ment, not ta mention that our
warehouse where we keep
pipes, fittings, washers, light
bulbs, toilet paper, etc., is actus
ally going to be built, The sec-
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ond phase when we move the
Seavy maintenance shops
Swhere we fx our snowplows,
pur bulldozers, our other
Sieces of equipment), will wait
® vear because we can't have
BWo majol constniction
swojects in that small area:
In that interim year, Hacal
wear 1995, we're going to be
wuorking on the El Portal
Bewage treatment plant
& upgrade the digesters
mnd increase the efficlency
B that plant. We're hopetul
Bhar Congress will fund $18
sillion in 1996 to finish the
maintenance complex, which
mieans that all of those support
Sacilities, all those shops, all of
Sose administrative operations
er than headquarters, that
least that will be out of the
alley and we can turn atten-
Ban to restoning and redesign-
g what remains in Yosemite
falley, which should be a dis-
BTict project.

Sentinel Bridge

We're rebuilding the Sentinel
dge; 34 million, a very nice
Sridge, [ think you'll be pleased,

particularly when you compare
i to what's there. Again, the
mtionale was the other one
Wwas condemmied, it was more
erxpensive to fix itup than it
was to build a new one ad-
Sacent to it The new bridge
will be aesthetically pleasing
with cut granite stone, will be
W lying, and have no abut-
ments in the river, It passes
25% more water than the old
Bridge. It should pass Hoating
Wogs, at least we hope it does,
and on its upstream portion it
Ras an eight-foot sidewalk so
Sat people who enjoy the
Halt Dome view. Photogra-
phiers can now capture the
scene without being out in the
sad. And | know many of you
Save avoided people with their

stations were open, we had
13,316, This vear we beligve
we'll have owver 15,000, | issued
a moratorium two vears ago
on new licenses for tour opera-
tors, but new groups have just
been booking with existing op-
erators. We need to come to
grips with the numbers.
Three weeks ago [ went
to that lovely Tunnel
View. There were six
tour busses there,
With each car-
rying 40
people
there

WETe

The new
Sentinel Bridge
promises to be a
very pleasing addi-
tiom bo the park.

cameras in that secton of
the road.

Road Work

You're seeing construction

about to begin up here on

the Tioga Road. A $5 million
Federal Highways project for
which you paid nickel a gallon
tax money. That construction
will take two years. Iewill
start now. There are 14 identi-
Hed weak spots, and for those

We have to limit the
impact of the huge
numbers of tour busés:

over

of you who remember, in 200 pea-
1991 we lost that section of inconvenienced For this fall ple trying
road up by the entrance sta- and next fall, but we think it's o look into
ton, [t was just too wet, worth it Yosemite Valley:
there was no road base. We're When I got out

Eoing to grind up the road
base and recycle it into the
new pavement that is laid
down, We are not widening
the road at all, we are not
changing the character of the
road, We will eliminate some
pull offs, we will preserve
the historic rock culverts, and

we will reroute the power line
in the road. People will be

of my car and walked over, |
couldn't see the Valley. T sure

as heck couldn't take a picture
of a loved one in front of Yo-
semite Valley unless it was part
of a group photo and you drew
a circle around your subject
later. We could da better, We
need to manage those busses.
That's the goal.

Bus Management

We have been working, I'd
like to say with, but sometimes
against the National Transpor-
tation Tourism Associaton and
the California Bus Asseciation
on limiting tour busses in this
park: In 1980, we had 5,000
busses; last year, based only on
counts from when the entrance
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The Spirit of Tuolumne Meadows

Summer’s End for
an Old Ranger

By Carl Nolte
Chromic If; 5 m_ﬂ_' _an' ter

Early September in the High
Sierra is & time when the days
are as bright as they were on
the frst afternoon of the world.
The air is sharp with the smell
of pine needles and the begin-
ning of autumn. Carl Sharsmith,
the senior ranger naturalist at
Tuclumne Meadows, can feel
the seasons changing.

Already the temperature
drops below freezing at night,
and soon there will be a hard
frost. “The meadow will turn a
lovely golden brown;” he said.
“The frost will bring it. Things
are going 1o sleep even now.
It's getring toward winter

It is also the end of the sea-
son for Sharsmith, who on La-
bor Day guides his last party of
visitors this year over the rocks
and through the trees and along
the gentle streams of Tuclumne
Meadows. He is 90 years old,
the oldest park ranger in the
United States, mayhe the world,
He is an emeritus prafessor of
botany, an expert on plant life
in the Sierra Mevada, He has
been nearly everywhere in the
Sierra, most of it on foot,

“More than any man alive,
he is the spirit of the meadow!
said Doug Threet of San Jose,
who has gone on Sharsmith's
nature walks every summer
for 19 years.

He is legendary. He is also
among the last of a generation of
meuntaineers who hiked and
climbed in the Sierra before
modern techniques were in-
vented and before backpacking
was popular. Sharsmith first
saw the range in 1927 crossed
his first Sierra pass that year and
has come back every vear since.

I 1930, the year he was asked
to become a MNational Fark Ser-
vice ranger, he Hrst saw the
place he loves more than any
other in the world—the long,
beautiful and open Tuolumne
Meadows, almast 9,000 feet
above sea level. Yosemite Val-
ley is tniore spectacular bue
Tuolumne Meadows is the
heart of the park’s high country.
A river runis through it, and so
does a highway, which stays
open until the frst snowr.

John Muir called it “the most
delightful pleasure park in all
the High Sierra” and said he
would like to live there forever.
*Itis home to me, so to speak]
Sharsmith said. *It is the happi-
est place in the mountains,
God blessed this place”

Sometimes he becomes exas-
perated; there are too many
cars and gas stations and the
park service is building some
*god damn permanent build-
ings!" But just a step off the
beaten path is the meadow as
buir fizst saw it. "God bless it
he said, “It remains the same

In1 his youth, in his middle
wviears and well into his old age,
Sharsmith climbed and hiked
when he could, He led parties
of visitors into the mountains
on long trips. Now Sharsmith

is bent with age and very slow,
“We appear to be going at a
snail’s pace;” he told a party of
30 or so visitors on one of his
nature walks on the last day of
August, “We are like the old
prophets, staggering along a lit-
tle at a time, a little at a dme,
but you get there!"

Sharsmith has a devoted fol-
lowing, people drawn to his
cheerful optimism and his sim-
ple delight in explaining the life
of the meadow, the rocks and
the plants. Many people have
taken his walks for years and
have come back with their chil-
dren and even grandchildren.

A walk with him is "a golden
two hours” said Threet, one of
the late August visitors.

“Look;’ Sharsmith said, point-
ing with his walking sticl.
“Yampa. This plant has a small
tuber, like a potato. The Iridians
ate it. You! he said, pointing at
one of the visitors, “You would
starve here, but they wouldn't”

He pointed out sedge and
map lichen, which he said grows
only on the north side of rocks,
“Now you know! he said, “you
can go in the mountains and not
getlost. You can depend on that?

He smokes Prince Albert to-
baceo in an old pipe. He likes
beer, "Especially” he says,

TN T BOSEN

“swhen someone else buys it
He lives ina tent in the sum-
rmer and cooks for himself on
an old weood stove. “What
more do youswants " he said,

But even Sharsmith cannot
go on forever, He fell on his
first day at Tuolumne Mead-
ows this summer and was out!
of commission for a couple af
days. He lost his balance and
fell on a recent nature walk,
His followers gasped, but the
old man got up. “T'm QK] he
said, *I'm fine”

“Will 1 ever give this up?”
he asked. 1 have to when aga
creeps up, and it's creeping
up now!

Will he be back next year
when the snow melts and the
Rewvers start to bloom again
in Tualumne Meadows$ Shar
smith set his jaw as if the qu
tion annoyed him. “I presume
sof he said.

Reprrinted with permission from |
San Francisco Clranicle
September 6, 1993

Report on
Yosemite

A new report, “Improving the
Visitor’s Experience in Yosemite
Valley: Thirteen Good Ideas”
recommends that the National
Park Service discourage and li
visits at peak times, disperse vi
itor use within Yosemite Valley,
and transform the transportati
systern to eliminate use of the
automobile in the Valley. It urges
the NE5 to establish a summer
resérvation system For day-use
to complement the system for
overnight lodgers and campers. S
Copies of the 48-page report |
are available from Yosemite Re-
storation Trust, 116 New bont-
gomery St Suite 516, San Fran-
cisen, CA 94105, Please enclose
$2.50 for postage & handling,
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. 1400 A4
Obata's
nite -The Art and Let-
% of Chivra Obata from
Trip to the High Sierra
1927 wich essays by [anice T
sbach and Susan Landauer,
en Obata, a gifted California
¢ Barn in fapan, made his
yvisit to Yosemite in 1907 the
erience deephy affected his
Mot only did he produce
natrable collzction of
=hes and phintings {lazer
Become woodbleck prinsd,
fie recorded the demils of
trip in & fascinating senes
Serters and post cards
Lhiz yolume présants Chata's
Skerra journey in his cwn
pels sl art [Included are 85
B-color reproductions of pen-
skenchies watercolor paine
e and woodblock prints, p|l_|5

Yosef“te

Bp . AR S

a-oetailed namatuve of the sh
week Yosemite visit as told
through Clhata's [etens and
cards o his family:

-"ltHLm, to the volume are es-
says by Janice T. Diriesbach, cu
mator at the Crocker A
Museam n Sacraments, and
Stsary Landauer arn art bistorian
Tnm-“c' at Yale University, Their

contributions uch on Oba's
b:u:xgr:-und. his rechnigue, ard
the sigaificance of his wark and
the Yocermite .

Beautifully printed ina 107 =
W size. Yosemite Aseociation,
1993, 156 pages.

Clothbenmd, 34495 paper-
e $74 05

-l

6’ Ansel Adams
144 in Color by
Ansel Adams, edited by Harmy
M. Callahan. Ansel Adams be
Ean to phowgraph in coloe soon
after Kodachrome vwas invented
in the mid-1930s. But for work
done oo assigmment, most of His
color Images were never pub
lished or exhibized, This-wesk:
changes thar theough the pee-
sentation of U calor photo-
graphs marked by Adams” rech-
nical mastery and distinctive
vision, The irmages are sumpris
ously repraduced and reveal the
photographer’ passionace love
of the American landscape, Paired
with 4 selecdon of Adams Easci-
nating, often contradictony wilt
igs an color photography,
these magnificent photos add a
fascinating neve dimension o
Ansel Adams’ enduring legacy
132 pages with 30 color plates.
Lictle. Broven and Co E

Clethbound: $50.00
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068(;} The Yosemite
Calendar -
1994 with photwcgraphs by
Charles Cramer and poeny by
loseph Bruchac. The Yosermite
-"Hmn:jan'on's new wall calendar
is a5 beautiful and functiondl as
ever, Charles Cramer, an instric-
wr for the Ansel Adaris Photug-
raply Woskshops and & Former
Yosemite Artist-in-Residence
selected 13 of his most stunning
color images of Yosemite which
have been reproduced with re-
markable clanne and dessil: Esdl
monthly photagraph is mattned
with 3 poem specially wriren
by Joseph Bruchac, a weicer and
seoryteller Bese kinown Far hig
book entitled Keeper of the Earth
His poetry is sensitive, evoca-
tive and moody, while it reflects
adezp love for Yosemite and the
environment. The calendar also
notes significant daces in Yosen-
ite history, holidays, a.r‘ phiises
of the meon, Printed ma 12% %
12" size on eeyviled paper. Yo-
semite Assadiation, 1993
Wirebound, $10.55




PAGE TWENTY

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, FALL S

2 [‘ 0 The World of
O 3 J Small - Nature
Explorations with a Hand
Lens by Michasl Eleohn Ross,
illiestrated by Cary M. Trout A
guide to namire I miniatare,
this neww book from the Yosem:-
ite Association iz for curious
readers age 7 years and older, [t
cones packaged wath a high
quality hand lens swith which
wou are invired o observe
insects, body parts, dire, plants,
even slime and other yucky
things, like you've never seen
thern before «— magnitied o five
times thelr normal size, The nu
mierous activities inslde this col-
arhul bandbook are eye-opening,
enlighwening, and encertaining
Alongside whimsieal, Full-colog
ilhistmations here are easy bo
read paragraphs that explain soi-
entiflc concepts and everyday
phenomena. Portions of the text
appear in italics and provide in-
srructions For a range. of hatd
lens actvines to.involve children
} i thie natmimal envi-

(arrd othe
TOTIIENT

The lens was manufactired
by Bausch & Lomb,, makers of
fine optcal equipment, It fea-
tures Bve power magnification
and a durable, impact resistant
case which snaps shut wo pro-
vide protecton from seraching
The lens comes packaged ina
clear plastic box which deubles
as a collecting and viewing
container Yosemnime Associs-
ton, 1993,

fi4 pages, wire-bound, with
hand lens, $15.95:

0 28 O Legends of

1 the Yosemite
Miwok compiled by Frank
LaPena, Craig [ Bates and
Stevern, P Medley: illustabed by
Haury Fonseca. This an updared
and revised collection of 18 Ma-
tive American lepends from the
Yosemite region, [ts genuine,
tepresentative and entertaining
Feanuring charatters such as
Covoreand Faléon, the stories
rouch on @ variehy of thermes
central to the Sierra Miwok cul-
ture, Por this revised edinon, the
legends have been reweriten to
reflect their eariest and mose
authentic forms whenever pos-
sible Additional sreries from
historical seurces have been

o

Feveripare
sy Faraem

included, and the volume con-
raing notes providing the source
of each legend, Information
about alternate versions and
vanations, and an annotated
biblippraphy with a lisc of
important orginal warks, [Usin-
digenous folklors at s best —
En.cl'l.mting and informative o
the same time. Harry Fonseca’s
coler penctl drawings make this
a pnigue and beausful volume.
64 pages, 8139 x 8145
Y¥osemite Associaton, 1993,
Paper: §11.95

Tradition and
Innovation: &

Lake Area by Craig [). Bares
and Martha |, Lee, This awards
winning book s now in its sed
and printing. It's an authoricat
study of the history ar |
ketry of the Miwok and Falute
people of the greater Yosemite
region. Itis & work that is the
|__"I.I:Id|_|I:T C'_I: WEArs (}F TE.\'I’.'.'UL]'I by -
study on the part of the authos
wiho are both-employed
tors in the Yosemite Museum
The wexteis nchly complemenms
by 23563 duotone reproductons
of historic images of the Indiang
people and a varaty of their
baskets. The resultis a deeg,
tharough and detsiled coveraps
of & much-neglected wpic of
Yozemite hisrory, The book s
been recopnized with publish
ing aveards from the Arnerican
Associadon of Museums, the
Mational Park Service, the Crl
monwealth Club of California®
anid ethers: [els 252 pages longs
and 0% 114" i size. Yosems
ite Association, 1991.
Clothbound: $45.575
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07016 daton Pates

Chur Asseciation logo is embroi-
dered on colorful, sturdy Esbric
tor placerment an daypacks,
shirts, blue jeans, jackets, or
whereverl The newly designed
paich is available in thres atorac-
tve colors: dark blue,
lotest green,
- and maroon.
£3.00 (pleaze
speciby color)

07720 Sooasor

| Bookstore
Book Bag. Here's ¥As handy
s book bag made from
durable 100%: cotton Fabric with
& stiirdy web handle: Cream-
‘ealored, it's imprinted in blue
with the ‘Yosemite Bookstore
g, Fine craftsmanship and
wenerous oversized design make
Shis 3 bag you'll want to take
sverywhers. Consenve tesources
with a reusable bool bag. Ap-
o nately 177 % 16"

58,95

0 7700 Pelican Pouch,
Wilderness
Belt Bag. The Pelican Pouch is
not only pertect for carrying
field guides, but also offers in-
stant access o all the small
iterns that are tsually bured in
r pack — pocket camers,
Enses, maps, of your favorie
trail mix| The pouch is designed
with front snap fasteners on the
straps. This allows comformable
positicning on your belt—even
between belt loops; no need o
take your belt off Hrse The ma-
terial is high quality Cordura
pack cloth with a waterprook
coating on one side. Beipe with
the dark browsand white Yo-

Credit card orders cail:

Order Form (209) 379 2648  Morstay - Friday, 8:30am - 430pm

Proce
Trem & Qup Siee Dhescrypiiin Eacte Tortal
1
2
3
4
5
]
4
8
9
Subieatid
Leay 15% Mamber's Discoune
Subtatal A
7 e Sales Ta (A customers anly)
Shipping charge L350
Total enclosed
Wredit card Mo Excpires
Sarme:
Aridress
iy Ceare: Lip

Mermbership Mumber

Wosemite Association, B0, Box 230, B Porml €A 55318

- PACE TWENTY-ONE
semite Association patch, the Yosemite
Pelican Pouch measures S x 5% 0750 Association
2% inches. Baseball-Style Cap. After

5905, long being out of stock; our YA
caps are available once again,
075 1 O ﬁ::it:im The new version is made of cor-
Whiar. Thic disticuion sl Titar duroy with an adjustable stap

tlanal heavy ceramic mug feels
good with your hand wrapped
around it Awvailshie in two col-
ors (green and maroon), it's
imprinted with our logo-and
name in black and white: Helds
12 aunces of your Rvarite
beverage.

§6.50.

at the back so that one size fis
all. The cap is adorned with a
i loge patch, and comes in
dark blue, forest green and ma-
reon colars. The cap is stylish
and comfortable, and wearing it
is a good way to demonstiate
your support for Yosemive,
5995 (please specibir colar)
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Ostrander Opens for the Season

Ostrander Lake Ski Hut will
apen for the season on Decem-
ber 17 1993, Operated by the
Yosemite Association for the
National Patk Service, the hut
is located approximately 9 miles
into the backeountry: During
the winter season, more than
1300 people ski out to the hut
from Badger Pass using one of
several marked trails. All routes
to Ostrander require consider-
able stamina; backeountry ski
equipment and cross-country
skiing experience. The trip is
not for novices.

Staffed by a hutkeeper, the
rustic building sleeps up o 25
people in bunks with mat-
tresses. There is limited cook-
ware, a wood burning stove,
(Coleman stoves and lanterns,
Peaple ski into the hut carrying
their own food, water Alter,
sleeping bag and personal gear.

The charge is $10 per person
per night, Groups of up to 15
people are welcome; A lotterny
for space at the hut @ecurs in
late October where people
compete for Saturday nights
and mary weckends. Reserva-
tions for the remaining space
can bie made after November
15 by telephoning the Assccia-
tion office (209) 379-2517

Association Dates

December 1, 1993: Grant
deadline

March 26, 1994: Spring
Forum, Yosemite Valley
September 10, 1994: Annual
Meeting, Waweona

Reservations

For the Annual Meeting in
Waswona scheduled for the
weekend of September 9 and
10, 1994, the Associapon will
only have half as many rooms
on reservation as compated
with previous years, This will
make the lottery For rooms
even more competitive, Haw-
ever, members can make their
orwn reservations for Waweona
Hotel rooms by calling the
Yosemite Concession Services,
Inc. at (209) 252-45848, Mem-
bers may also make their own
room teservations for the
Spring Forum.

Research Grant

Deadline
December 1

Individuals seeking grant
funding from the Yosernite Ass
sociation for the 1994 calendar
wearmust submit their proposs
als to YA by December 1, 1593
Thigyear the Association’s granis
program provided about 530,000
toa number of researchers for
a variety of projects,

An information sheet and
grant request form for the 1995
program are available from the
Association at: PO Box 230, El
Portal, CA 95318, orcall Arme
Steed at (208) 379-2646.
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New Members

waalel fike to weelcome to-the
it Assaeiaton the follbwing
persnns who became members
8501 the past there montha, Yeur
rt 15 grestly appreciated.

. Members
o #4068, Lynin 8 Abess, Marjie
b il & Connie Alexan-
Dlane:ﬁllﬂa_. Martha | Ames-
Sara M Andemaon, P Andrews,
la\recn & Marga ;"-';:rl;\:ra7 Dravid
hach_ Michelle 82 Juhn Ashwaorth,
. Pn.,.sun, Amits & Robert Badert-
ex, Eonice W, Ball,. Colleen 20 Ron
gehtold, Angela Eee.m, Breett
el John B Diane Bercan, Martin
gesa. Shamn ] Berg, John 8¢ Annie
i, Victoda Bissell, Harvey Blate,
& Fran Bl n, Oliver Bohl-
8 Rich Baoles, Mike 8t Heidi Brad-
, Batty Bradford, Cheis Braley,
m B Branch, Ronald Beandley,
saheth Breedlove, Chrs Brown,
iy Breown, Sondrs Brown, Emi &
e Brvan, Lee 2 Karen Bryant,
Buerger, David & Patty Bunker,
i1 | Burgess, Richard & Karen
mett, Lots Burns, Chardes Bush,
nifer 22 Steve Buosh, Jack & Karen
e D1 Ca]k.u:l.,]a:m:s Callahan,
fra | Carnphell, John Camphbell
@ & Herb Eanmﬂ, Missy Carlile,
pse H Cardton, Linds 5. Carg
Tocence b L Cantbers, ooy
QETEnce astleberry, Ye
 Laura Chen, Lnre?ﬂhg}'lm
gn B Chews Jack Chin;, Connie:
Louise Clarke, hpld: Clay-
Bk, Cynthis Coffman, Miriam &
e Colaco, Laurie E. Compana,
Cmdnn,. Boiles C Cope 5,
a Craig, Alice Crane, Cargl
Lo rh Boni Cruz, Gayle King &
v Cruz Moz M, D"Antame,
i Jonece Dhavis, judith Deeds.
iy £ Bill Delaney, Mic Denfeld,
hara Denn, Lean B Devnende, Bill
ek, Michelle Dicl; [ Seale 8t R
gtz Lary Dl]:ﬁm:r, Bemadette D,
nela Ditto, Andrea 2 Ella Dach-
5 R.'h:ea. Dt:lm. Sandra Dounce,
e Diunning, Henry & Phyllis
aeeslet, David B Marey ]
pert & Ginger Dyer, Camie Ed-
s, Gary-B Conatance Edwards,
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Yosemite Association
Post Office Box 230
El Portal, CA 95318

Adldress corvection requiested
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YOSEMITE
ASSOCIATION

Give a YA
Membership
for the

Holidays!

A membership in the Yosemite
Association is a thoughtful gift
and a year-long reminder of the
park and its beauty.

Along with the membership,
we will send a handsome 1994
Yosemite calendar as a free gift.
The calendar features 13 full color
9" x 12" photographs and sells
at the bookstore for $10.95. (For
more description of the gift
calendar, please see page 19)

Every membership counts in
contributing to the care, well-be-
ing, and protection of America’s
foremost park — Yosemite!

Membership Levels: Regular 820, Supporting $35,
Contributing $50, Centennial $100, Life $500, Participat-
ing Life $1,000 (with spouse add $5)

BioSciances Library
Linds .,
Berkeley,

Men-profic Qrgamzation
LS. POSTAGE

N T EAID

of California Yosemite Association

CA 94720

@:— - . . O O O
Please send a gift membership in Yosemite Association to:

MName:

Address:

Clitye:

Membe rﬂh!r} amount: b

Sign gift card from:

Please list any additional gifts on a separate sheet of paper

My name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Total enclosed: $

Daytime phone [ )

Make check payable to Yosemite Association or use a charge card;

Account no;

Expiration date: Signature:

Yosemite Association, PO, Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318

For last minute gift-giving, call (209) 379-2646.
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