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Early in March; 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt began making plans
for an-extensivé exploratory train trip through a portion of the western
United States. Included in his itinerary was a two-week tour of Califor-
nia extending " from the Mojave Desért to the Oregon border. One of
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A Camping Trip with Roosevelt and Muir

Hanl Johnston

Roocsevelt’s particular desires
was to spend several days
camping in Yosemite with the
noted conservationist John
Muir, whose writings on the
subjject of preserving unspoiled
places had attracted national at-
tention, Muir had already
arranged a forest inspection
trip-to Asia with Professer
Charles'5: Sargent, Director of
the Amold Arboretum at Har-
vard University, but Muir’s
close friend William E. Calby
and Benjamin [de Wheeler,
President of the University of
Califormia, persuaded him to
postpone his journey in order
ter Fulfill the President’s request.

4 Aninfluential man from
Washington wants to make a
trip inta the Sierra with me;”
Muir apologetically wrote Sar-
gent, "l might be able to do
some forest good in freely talk-
ing around the campfire”

The necessary arrangements
followed, and at 7:30 on the
marning of May 15, 1903, hav-
ing rraveled avernight from
Dakland, the Presidential spe-
cial train pulled into Raymond
station, the nearest mainline
rail connection to Yosemire,
with Muir and Roosevelton
board, According to witnesses,
a band was playing, bunting
and flags waved from every
building, and more than a thou-
sand cheering spectators were
assembled in eager anticipation
of the President’s arrival. Some-

Cover: Some of the Presidential
party af the dGoezly Giint in the
Mariposs Crove an May 15, 1902
From left; California Governor
Ceorpe . Pardes; President Roose-
viilt; Dir, Fresley N Rixie, Surgeon
Grenersl; John Muirn h..]m' 3 Wit
oy Butler Presidentof f_nlhrnl'"ﬂ
'\':'.ll.".'l".-.'l_v: Roosevelts private sec
retary William Loeb, Iry and Ben-
jamin lde Wheeler, Peesident of the
Univeraity of California. (Author's
collectan)

what disconcerted by the un-
expected attention, Roosevelt,
dressed informally in Norfolk
coat, baggy breeches, leather
puttees (leggings), nELkerrJ"ueF
and nondescript sombrern,
briefhy addressed the cmwd
from the verandah of the
Bowen Hotel before entering
the first of two eleven-passen-
ger stages that were waiting to
transport him and his entour-
ape to the Mariposa Grove of
Big Trees. The President sat in
the front seat of the lead vehi-
cle beside veteran Yosemite
Stage & Tumpike Company
driver Bright Gillespie, Muir sat
directly behind Roosevelt so he
could point out places of inter-
est. They were joined by the
remaining members of the
official party: Secretary of the
Navy William H. Moody: Cali-
fornia Governor George C. Par-
dee; Dr Presley M. Rixie, Sur-
geon General; Nicholas Murray
Butler, President of Columbia
University; Roosevelts private
secretary William Loeb; Jr; and
Benjamin [de Wheeler The
second stage, which followed
a short distance behind, carried
four Secret Service agents

and various other attendants.
Accompanying the stages was

Teddy Roosevels setting
Wawona Hotel, May 1903,

tine off from: the

a crack detachment of thirty
LS. cavalrymen, mounted on
matching dapple-gray horses,
commanded by-a Lieutenant
ivlanys.

After the customary lunch
stop at the Ahswahnee Tavern,
eighteen miles above Ray-
mond, the party proceeded
directly to the Mariposa Grove
of Big Trees. Here, tollowing
some preliminaries such as pic-
ture-taking at the Grizzly Gi-
ant and Wawona Tunnel Tree,
the President dismissed the
troops, thanking them For their
services and calling out as they
departed, "God bless youl
He also sent away the press
and photographers, who fully
expected Roosevelt to rejoin
them later at the bedecked
Wawaona Hotel where a lavish
banquet was scheduled for
5:00 p.m. The President then
bade a temparary geodbye to
the members of his party who,
except for Muig reboarded
the stage and headed For the
sanctuary of the hotel six
miles away,

This left Roosevelt, Muir,
Park Rangers Charles Leidig

and Archie Leonard, and an
Army packer named Jackie
Alder alene in the Crave. Camp
WS S0 S8t Llp nNear a EOD[
spring not far from the Sunset
Tree, Leidig, the first white boy
bom in Yosemite Valley and an
excellent camp cook, prepared
fried chicken and beefsteak for
dinner served on tin plates by
the camphre. After drinking
several cups of strong black
coffee; the President bedded
down early on forty thin Army
blankets, which had been piled
under a shelter — half ta pro-
vide both mattress and cover-
ing. “He got just as deep into
these as he wanted” Leidig said.
At 6:30 the following morn-
ing (May 16], the group was al-
ready in the saddle, heading for
Glacier Point, The San Fran-
cisea Chronicle deseribed their
journey: “Aveiding the main
road, and long before most of
his associates were out of bed
at Wawaona, the President, filled
with his usual enthusiasm for
adventure, passed rapidly down
the narrow defile known as
the ‘Lightning Trail' and struck
off for Yosemiite Valley. An
hour fater the main road was
reached,and the steep ascent
to the top of Chilnualna Fall
wis begun, The party reached
the summit befare noon, and
then the difficult portion of the
trip began, Here the party not
anly had the steep ascents but
the deep snow as well”
Floundering in drifts some-
times five feet deep, and Fur-
ther slowed by a blinding
snowstorm that continued all
afternocn, the weary travelers
teok turns breaking trail until
they reached the meadow back
of Glacier Point where they
gladly pitched camp for the
night. Early the next moming
(May: 17}, after shaking 5 inches
of new snow from his Blankets,
Roosevelt shaved by the light
of a great campfire; then joined



Muir for a prearranged photo-
graphic session with a camera-
man from the frm of Under
wood and Underwood who
was waiting to take the official
pictures at Glacier Point, Four
photographs were made on the
Owverhanging Rock: bwo of the
President standing alone, and
tvva with Muir at his side.
After a hurried breakfase, the
party stared on the fourteen
mile ride to the Valley via MNe-
vada and Vernal Falls.
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About 2:30 that afternoon, a
dust-covered Roosevelt and his
equally begrimed companions
road into Yosemite Village to
tind a large gathering of resi
dents, toursts and the curious
From as far away as Coulter
ville and Merced expectantly
awaiting the distinguished visi-
tors. Unbekoown to the Presi-
dent, Guardian John Stevens
and the Yosemite Comimis-
sioners had made elaborate
arrangements to receive him

A huge green “Weloome” sign
hung across the Upper Iron
Bridge; $400 worth af fire-
wothks were ready to be shot
aff; a sumptuous banquet
catered by a chef imported
from the Bohemian Club of
San Francisco was in prepara-
tion at the Sentinel Hotel: and
Stevens, some of the Commis-
sioners, and the other members
of the Presidential party were
there to greet him. (In their
Bienmmal Report for 1903-04, the

Yosermnite Commissiochers hated
an expense of §794.70 “for the
entertainment of President
Roosevelt!)

Annoved at seeing the crowd,
Reooasevelt headed straight bor
artist Chris Jorgensen'’s studio
across the Merced River, which
had been provided for his use
while in the Valley, Dismount-
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iz he joined the collected
dignitaries in a glass of cold
champagne served by Jorgen-
sert, after which Guardian
Stevens presented him with
the “key” to the Valley {made
of manzanita by Jocal wood-
wartker Julius Searke). When
Governor Pardee began to talk
of the the banquet, fireworks,
and ather festvities planned
For that evening, the President’s
booming volce broke in: “We
will pitch camip at Bridalveil!”
Muir had previously suggested
that site for their last night in
Yosemite:

Roosevelt thanked the
Jorgensens for their courtesy,
remounted his horse, and
headed back across the bridge.
He paused long enough to
briefy recall the stormy days
of his Famous charge up the
hills near Santiago with a Mr,
bcPherson, a former member
of the Seventh Infantry, who
had been closely associated
with the Roughriders in Cuba.
When the President saw Ellen
Boysen, two-year-old daughter
of Yosemite photographer Jul-
ius T. Boysen, standing along-
side her mother holding a Hag,
he reached down and picked
her up under her armpits. After
kissing her, he said, “God bless
you, you little angel” and put
her dommn,

As the fve original riders
turned west towatd Bridalveil
Meadow, a younster called out,
“Hi, Teddy™ The President
reined in his horse and gave
the disrespectful lad a severs
reprimand. (Laurence Degnan,
a member of the pioneer Deg-
nan family who was away at
school at the time, said his
mother always suspected his
younger brother Chris, thir-
teen, of being the culprit—a
charge Chuis stoutly denied,)
Roosevelt then waved his
companions on, and while the
assemblage of disappointed
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spectators, including the cha-
grined Commissioners, stood
watching, the Presidential party
slowly disappeared in the dis-
tance, trailed by a long string of
people on horseback, in surries
and buggies, and on foot.
Camp was set up in a choice
spot at the edge of Bridalveil
Meadaw just west of Bridalveil
Eall (a marker idenofies the ap-
proximate site today). Across
the Merced River, El Capitan
bulked impressively, and Rib-
bon Fall, the highest single drop
in the Valley, thundered down
in Full view. Privacy was hinally
achieved after Rangers Leidig
and Leonard succeeded in chas-
ing the congregating Spectators

Chveerhia I
lapking the Wallew, Ma
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away. “They went quietly’ Lei-
dig said, “some of them even
of tiptoe; 56 as not to annoy
their President!

Muir and Ropsevelt talked
long into the night around the
camptire. *1 stutfed him pretey
well” Muir said later in a letter
to Dr. €. Hart Merram, “re-
garding the timber thieves, the
destructive work of the lum-
berman, and other spoilers of
the forest! That dialogyue may
have played a part in the Presi-
dent's subsequent pro-conser-
vaton actions, During the
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remainder of his term of affice;
Roosevelt assisted in adding
147 million acres to the coun-
try's forest reserves, created
eighteen national monuments,
and used his influence in the
establishment af five national
parks by Congress.

©n the moming of May 18,
Muir and the President joined
the other members of the offi-
cial party aboard the Cannon-
ball stage to return to the
walting special train at Ray-
mond. The trip was important
in itself because driver Tom
Gordon set a record for speed
that was never cqualled in the
Farty vears of horse-drawn ve-
hicles. In just ten hours of
actual driving time, the party
covered the sixky-seven miles
from Yosermite Valley to Ray:
mond, The total elapsed time
wias just short of twelve hours,

At Wawona, the president
and his companions were
treated to a champagne lunch
by hosts Edward and John
Washburn, Roosevelt toured
Thaomas Hill's studio {the artist
gave him a painting of Bridal-
veil Fall he admired), signed the
guest register, and said a few
words to the assembled crowd
before departing. When he ar-
rived at Raymond, reporters
asked him about the Yosemite
adventure with Muir, The Pres-
ident told therm he had thor
oughly enjoyed it, “It was
bully? he said, *T had the time
of my life!”
This article 15 an excerpt (s
foommates) from Hade folasioes
fortheommg book fo fe pmblisted
by the Yosewrite Associatio
T

Hanl Tolmston, a-20-yvear
resident of Yosanedte, 5 the autfion
of 43 biekes ore Califorida ls-
fary |I.Ir1."-' nrast receit wiorks gre
Yosemite's Yesterdays aned Yo
semijte’s Yesteodays, Vilinee [T




PESEMITE ASSOCTIATION, SUMMER: 1954

BAGE FIVE

How Ah-halle Stole the Sun
for the Valley People

Editor's note: This captivating
Segend is waken from the wewly
sevised Yosenite Association work,
Leaends of the Yosemite Mi-
wok, The efghieen storfes fnclided
B been rewritten to reflece their
wirliest. and most anthentic forns
Sy comprilers Frank La Pena,
Craig D, Bates, and Stweven P
Wledley, Harry Fonseca’s eolorfal
deawings enlance this enchantig
sl informative Yosemite follelore,

To-to’-kan-no, the Sandhill
Lrane, was chief of the Valley
Feople, and Ah-ha'-le, the Coy-
wte, lived with him. In those
times the sun and the moon
did not shing west of the Hm-
ber line the foothills of
the Sierra Mevada. In the west,
everything was dark and full
of fog. There were no regular
foods and no baskets or other
‘wtensils, People were never
married and no children were
barn. Everything was different.
Coyote was discontented
and traveled all abiout, trying to
‘find a better place for the peo-
ple. Abter a while he came to
the Foothills Country where it
‘Began to be light, He went on
8 little Farther and for the frst
sime in hig life he saw trees,
and found the country dry and
warm and pood to look at.
Soon he saw the Foothill People
“and found their village. Coyote
was himself a magician or
witch doctar, so he turned
himself into one of the Foor-
hills People and mingled with
Cthem. He saw that they had
fire, which made light and be-
came the Sun. Coyote saw
also that there were bath men
and women, that the women
pounded acoms and cooked
acorn mush in baskets, and
that everybody ate food. He
ate with them and learned that
tood was good,
When his belly was Full,
Coyvote went home and told
Sandhill Crane that he had

A
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found a good place where
there were peaple who had
the sun and moon and stars,
and women, and things to eat.
He then asked Sandhill Crane,
“What are we going ta dov Are
we going to stay down here in
the dark and never eat? The
people up there have wives
and children; the wornen make
acorn soup and other things;
the men have light and can see
to hunt and kill deer We live
dower here in the dark and
have no women and nothing to
eat. What are we going to do2”

Sandhill Crane answered,
“Those things are not worth
having. I do not want the sun,
nor the light, nor any of those
things. Go back up there if you
want to!

Coyote went back to the

foathills and did as he had done

before. He liked the country
and the people, Then Coyote
returned and told Sandhill Crane
what he had told him before.
Again he asked, “What are we
going to dot Can't we buy the
sung The people up there send
the sun away nights so they
can sleep, and it comes back
every day so they can see to
hunt and get things to eat and
have a good tme. I like the sun.
Let us buy him?”

Sandhill Crane answered,
“What is the matter with yous
What would you dowith the
sun¢ How would you use iti”
Caoyete replied, “T do not know
exacthy, but we would manage
in some way to make it go!’

Coyote went back to the
Foothill People several times,

and the more he saw of the sun,
the mare he wanted it, No one
believed his story and some
even apenly made fun of him,
calling him a wild dreamer.
And-stll Sandhill Crane said he
did not want the sun, Finally,
however, he told Coyvote that
he might go and And out what
the sun would cost,

Coyote went and fournd
out that the people would net
sell it, TE he wanted the sum,
he would have to steal it.

This would be very difficule
because Ah-wahn'-dah the
Turtle, keeper of the sun, was
very watchful. He slept only a
fews minutes at a time and then
stood up and loocked around.
Besides, when Turtle slept, he
always kept one eye open. If
Covote moved his foot, Turtle
wiotld pick up his bow and
arrow. Cayote felt discouraged
and did not know what to da.
He feared that in order to get
the sun he would have to take
Turtle, also.

Coyote decided to try onee
miare, 50 he went again and
tumed {nto a man of the Foot-
hills People. Late in the after-
noon, all the hunters went off
to hunt deer. Then Covote
turned himselt inte a big oak
limb and fell doswm on the trail.
He hoped that Turtle, the sun's
keeper, would come along frst,
And so it happened, for soon
Turtle came along the trail,
saw the crooked limb, picked
it up; carried it home on his
shoulder, and threw it down
on the ground. After supper
he picked it up and threw it
againat the fire, but ft would
not lay flat for it was very
crooked and always turned
up: Finally; Turtle threw the
limb right in the middle of
the fre. Coyvote, who was now
in the fire, did not bum, but
kept perfectly still and wished

contined on page 19
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Pioneer Naturalists Who Named
Our Western Plants

Karen 8, Nilsson
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David Douglas
1799-1834

Around the turn of the nine-
teenth century, British horticul-
tural explorers were sending
sun-loving exotic plants from
equatorial countries to their
cool-weather homeland in the
hope that they wauld survive
in glass conservatories. In 1823,
David Dauglas was the Brst
collector to be sent to gather
new plants in a temperate area
with moisture patterns similar
to those of the British Isles. The
many tree and flower seeds he
sent home were soon Hourish-
ing in their adopted land,

A rovrdy, independent, and
“singularly abstemious” boy,
who walked ravelve miles
round-trip to school each day;
Douglas ended his formal edu-
cation when he was ten. He
was apprenticed to the head
gardener at a Scortish estate and

r
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by the age of eighteen, had be-
come an expert hordeulturalise,
Douglas spent another three
years studying at the Glasgow
Botanical Gardens. where he
wotked with Professor William
Hooker (later to become the
director of the Royal Botanical
Gardens at Kew). Hooker rec-
ammended Douglas to the
Horticultural Society of Lon-
don as an able coliector who
was eager to travel. The soci-
ety first planned to send Dou-
glas to China, but unsettled
pelitical conditions there forced
him to cancel his trip, To keep
their collector employed, the
society shipped him off to
callect plants that would grow
outdoors in England.

Berween 1823 and his death
eleven years later, Douglas's life
was consumed by three col-
lecting expeditions to Narth
America. The first took him ta
the Eaat Coast and included a
visit to Niagara Falls. A year
tater, he embarked on an eight-
month voyage around the
tip of South America. After
weathering weeks of fearsome

storms, his ship finally landed
at the mouth of the Columbia,
the mighty river that sepatates
present-day Oregon and Wash-
ington states. At that time, the
coly Europeans in this region
were a handful of fur trappers
manning trading posts for the
Hudson Bay Company.

The Columbia became Dou-
glag’s highway into this verdant
region. He spent months at a
time in the forest, collecting
alone or with native guides
who called him “the grass
man: Foul weather was a con-
stant problem, Diouglas later
wiote that

[ labored undey very great dis
advantage by the almost contintial
retirt; mmany of wry specimens 1ost,
ard althongh | liad several al-
cloths, [ was wnable to keep my
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At the end of a day of col-
lecting, it was not uncomimaon
For Douglasto find himselb wet
to the skin, sulfering from an
infected knee, and worrying
about his deteriorating eye-
sight. At times like these, he
did what any pood Scotsman
would do, He heated water
owver a fire and brewed his na-
tional drink, “tea, which is the
monarch of all foods after
fatiguing journeys!

Diouglas made one sortie af-
ter anather up the Columbia
into the Blue Mountains, the
Walla Walla area, and the
Spokane River Valley. His trav-
els took him north into [daho
and ended with a walk across
Canada. Traveling by foot, In-
dian canoe, and on horseback,
the tireless collector covered
more that six thousand miles in
two years.

On his third trip to America,
in 1830, Douglas struck outin
new directions, For a year and
a halt, he trekked across Cali-
fornia, where he visited Mexi-
can missions and discovered
the Diouglas Fir He described
this trée in his journal as “one
of the most striking and truly
gracetul objects in nature!

From California, Douglas
traveled north and was nearly
droswned ina canoe accident
an the Fraser River in British
Columbia. His next stop was
Hawaii. There, Douglas met
his maker in a freak accident
on the slopes of Mauna Loa.
While climbing the volcano, he
fell intn a pit and was gored by
a wald bull,

In his short lifetime, Douglas
proved to be & resilient and
tenacicus collector wha gained
lasting respect on both sides of
the Atlantic, Wherever he ven-
tured in the Forested
Morthwest, Douglas spied
conifers not known in his
homeland nor in the eastern
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United States. He cnce wrote
fis-mentor, D Hooker, “You
must think [ manufacture pines
at my pleasure’” In addition to
the Douglas Fir, he discovered
the Sitka Spruce, seven pines
— including the Sugar Pine —
and seven firs. Douglas also
collected many Howers, such as
penstemons, godetias, and the
Douglas iris that were soon
blooming in English gardens. It
5 said of David Douglas that
no other collector has reaped
such a harvest or has had his
name associated with so many
useful plants.

John Gill Lemmon
1832-1908

Sara Plummer
Lemmon
1836-1923

CLMRY | (L BB by A

[ labored under very great disadvantage by the
almost continual rain; many of my specimens I lost,
and although I had several oilclaths, I was unable
to keep my plants and my blanket dry.

Looking over old plant speci-
mens in Gray’s Herbartum at
Harvard University, cne finds
label after label reading *]. G
Lemmon and wife! These sim-
ple notes attest to @ warm and
enduring relationship, as-well
as a long and productive botan-
ical partmership,

|ohn Lemmion seems to
have been born with a love
of plants. His mother once said
that she believed he had inher-
ited “the reincarnared spirit of
an ancient weed puller” This
spirit was almost snuffed out
during the Civil War While
Hghting for the Union, Lem-
mon was captured and sent
tn Andersonville, the infamous
Confederate prison where
barely one hundred of some
five thousand starving prisoners
were able to stand unaided
uporn their telease,

Abter the war, the nervous
and exhausted veteran maveled
west to recuperate on his
brother Frank’s farm in the
Sierra Nevada Foothills. Slewly,
Lemmion recovered and began
to relate to nature again. He
wrote that

As [ peered aut of the windows,
and fater groped about the prem-
fses, the strange flowers, bushes,
and even the trees proclaimed te
fiact that [ was i a practically wis-
ks wiorlsd.

Lemmon collected some of
these unknown plants and sent
specimens to Professor Asa
Gray, whom he idolized as “the
Father of Botany! Gray cheer-
Fully responded, "You have dis-
covered seven new plants —
new to science; Good! Send
some morge!”

When Lemmon looked over
Gray’s list of seven new plants,
he was elated to learn that "the
eurious five leafed clover, found
intruding on Frank's doorstep,
had become (overnight) Trifo-
fieew Lemmson” "This scholarly
recognition of something that

he loved to do had a revitaliz-
ing effect on Lemman, His en-
ergy returned, and he went on
tor live and collect plants for an-
other forty years.

A decade after coming to
California, Lemmon meta
kindred spirit in Sara Flummer,
a fellow member of a Santa
Barbara botanical club. Flum-
mer was the proprietress of
a small library that she con-

Lemmon's Patmthrusb, Caseilleje
Feammomi,- A perennial, many-
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sidered “a haven for intellectual
development” The two were
martied in 1880 after a four
year courtship,

For their honeymoon, the
Lemmons planned an extended
“boranical wedding trip” that
took them to Arizona and
Mew Mexico in search of the
elusive wild potato, While in
Arizona, the Lemmons wene
determined to explore the
rugged Santa Catalina Moun-
tains: In the spring of 1881,
they. ascended the highest peak
in that range with the help of
E. 0. Stratton, a local rancher.
Stratton named Mount Lem-
man in honor of Sara Lemmaon,
the Hrst white woman to make
that climb. In 1905, on the
occasion of their twenty-fifth
wedding anniversary, the
Lemmons returned to Ari-
zona, found Stratton, and
once again the trio climbed
Mount Lemmorn.

The Lemmons made their
home in Cakland, where the
sign above their door read,
“Lemtmon Herbarium!” Inside
the house one evening the
couple had good cause for
botanical exultation. For some
time, John Lemmon had been
pestering Asa Gray to name
something For his wife, and
the couple had just received
word that the professor had
named a new genus Flummera,
honoring Sara's maiden name.
“We have just held a grand
celebration” wrote John.
*mother & [ dancing around
the roem .. . alternately shout-
ing for joy and weeping with
gratitude”

By this time, Professor Gray
may have been getting a bit
tired of receiving one request
after another from the Lem-
mans to name plants after
them. “Why, you have Lem-
mionis as thick as Iocusts all
round!™ he was heard to com-
plain, And in truth, such spe-
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cies could be found all over
the West.

In their later vears, bath
Lemmons were hired by the
California Board of Forestry to
use their field experience to
help preserve the state's diverse
forests. In the words of a con-
temporary romantic:

Thus hand in hand, shoulder to
shoulder, these sweer-spirited, ami-
abde, and devored heroes fiave lived
and worked, guictly benefitting a
peaple, many of whom were never
even aware of therr existence,

Carl Sharsmith
1903-

A documentary film titled
Yosenrite: The Fate of Heaven
ends with the image of an o¢-
togenarian in a National Park
Service uniform sinking to his
knees in a mountain meadow
to examine a tiny flower. To
thousands of campers, hikers,
and plant lovers, this scene por-
trays the pied piper qualities

of Carl Sharsmith, a naturalist
who has been living and teach-
ing in the High Sierra for more
than sixty vears. During those
years, Sharsmith has explored
nearly every nook and cranny
of this land above the trees.
And, he has probably come to
understand the relatdonships

AN EREA HENTHHCE

As [ peered out of the windows, and later groped
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about the premises, the strange flowers, bushes, and
even the trees proclaimed the fact that I was in a

practically unknovwn world.

among living things and the
land more thoroughly than
anyone since John Muir,

Sharsmith's parents were
Swiss, but Carl, Erst known as
Karl Wilhelm Schaarschmidt,
was born in the United Srares.
In his father’s restdess search
For the perfect chef's job, the
Eamily moved from New York
to restaurants and resorts in
Switzerland, London, Canada,
Oregon, Utah, Texas and Cali-
fornia. Carl was a sensitive
boy; often hiking alone with
a knapsack his mother made
for him, longing to know the
names of the plants he saw on
his wanderings.

Sharsmith quit school at
fourteen to find work in lum-
ber camps and on railroad
crewws. In his free moments,
he filled journals with guota-

tions from Shakespeare and the
classics, notes about woodcrait
and nature, and melodic pas-
sages from grand opera. These
writings were to become an
integral part of his mountain
philosaphy.

As Sharsmith matured, he
was pulled in two directions,
On the one hand, his love of
nature and the freedom he
felt out-cf-doors led him to fol-
lewwr the adwice of John Muir:

Sharsmith's Deaba, Bralm Sl
e, The branches of this low,
compact, mult-branched, woody
B |I-'=_t-|"§1i_i,| are thick wath tny
Three 1o len ooy vellow
blowsems appear on shart) Howenng
stalks. Lance shaped sped pods are
wistetd and curved. Grows in e
vices atud in sheltered pranitie arcas
f the souther and contral Srieira

IRAVES

Miesviacln, mainby on the eastem side
ot figh elevations

*Climb the mountains and get
their glad tidings” He found
waork piloting a group of boys
known as the Trailhnders
around the Sietra Nevada and
the Indian Southwest. Later, he
became a naturalist for the Na-
tional Fark Service in Yosemite.
On the other hand, Sharsmith
also Felt a strong desire to con-
tinue his education. At the age
of nineteen, he went back to
junior high school. Twenty
years later, he received a doc-
torate from the University of
California.

Alfer trying to feel at home
teaching at the University of
Minnesota and at Washington
State Caollege, Sharsmith re-
turmned to Califomia and tock a
jobat San Jose University. The:
location was right. He could
drive his 1935 Ford maadster
from San Jose to Yosemite in
less than a day. At San Jose
State, Sharsmith amassed a
substantial herbarium: His spe-
cialty was the study of alpine
plants in the Sierra Nevada as
compared to similar plants in
Alaska, the Rocky Mountains,
and Switzerand,

Some lives seem to follow
an invisible path that leads to
wisdom and to appreciation
by their fellows humans. 5o
it seems for Cad Sharsmith.
He could hardly have realized
at the time the effect on his
thinking of his experiences in
lumber camps as a penniless
youth or the lasting impor-
tance of the leadership skills he
gained with the Trailfinders.
Pivotal to hus career was his
acceptance to the Yosemite
School of Field Natural His-
tory; the model For interpretive
training for the MNational Pack
Service. Much of his detailed
scientfic knowledge came
from long backpacking trips
with his botanist wife, Helen,
in the vears when Few others
were on the high country trails.
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All these experiences shaped
Sharsmith’s skills as a premier
mterpreter of the plants,
geology, and rhythms of the
High Sierra. To the groups
fallowing Sharsmith on his
puided hikes or listening to his
camphre stories, he is truly the
*mountain sage !

In 1991 Sharsmith was hon-
ored with the naming of Draba
Sharsmitiii by Dz, Beed Rollins
of Harvard University, a bota-

nist who frst met Carl decades

earlier when they were both

Pivotal to his career was his acceptance to the Yosemite
School of Field Natural History, the model for interpre-
tive training for the National Park Service.

doing research in the herbar-
ium of Stanford University,
This Draba, a member of the
Mustard Family, had been dis-
covered by Sharsmith high up
on Lone Pine Creek in the East-
ern Sierra in 1937 and for years
it had been given another
name. The day he found the
plant, Helen wrote in her jour-
nal about staying in camp
while Carl climbed Mount
Motrisan, She had just finished
washing clothes, developing
film, and making plum cobbler

for their dinner when Carl re-
turned, *I'm so glad he is back]
she wrate. “It was getting lone-
some. He found a newe Draba
which seems most interesting”
Later, Carl & Helen sepa-
rated, She moved on to the
University of California at
Berkeley, where she wrote Flora
af tie Marwt Hamilton Range of
Califariiia, Carl remiaing ar San
jose State University, where he
is an emeritus professor and
curator of its herbarium. But

like the plant thar bears his

PASE NINE

name, Carl Sharsmith is most
at home in the high mountain
meadows, adapting to the
vagarities of narure and anti-
cipating the next season’s sum-
INIET U,
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The Ghosts of Hetch-Hetchy

Gene Rose

If you listen quietly — and
with a little imagination — vou
can hear the ghosts of Hetch-
Hetchy.

At firse there’s the sound of
silence, reflecting the aeons of
creaton, then the inexorable
grinding and polishing that
carved out what we know to-
day as the Grand Canyon of
the Tuolumne River

Mext vou will hear the quiet
steps of the ancent ones, the
Mative Americans who Hrst oc-
cupied this great canyon. They
bestowed the name Hetch-
Hetchy on the valley — for a
wild grass that grew there.

MNow listen for the echoes of
the “Forty-niners” and those
that folloveed them, the gald
seekers.

The oddly named Nathan
Screech apparently was the
first Euro-American to see this
wvalley: We don't knoww the par-
ticulars of his reaction, but we
do know that he fell in love
with the area, He claimed it
for hisown — in 1851 —a
year before the frat white
pioneers entered nearby
Yosemite Valley:

It's not hard to visualize
ather newcotners venturing
into the canyon, John Muir
came this way a Few vears
later. The wanduring Scotsman
left no evidence of hus visit, be-
vond his expressions of rever-
ence and admiration for what
he saw a5 a rival to Yosemite
Valley itself. Muir's apprecia-
tion far Hetch-Hetchy no
doubt prompted, in part, his
1890 efforts to protect the area
surrounding the Yosemite
Grant as a national park.

Try to imagine the other
sounds emanating from the

carmyon by the end of the 18%0s,

For several years the City of
5an Francisco had been casting
ahout for a source for munici-

pal water, Several other
watersheds were examined,
but the city kept coming
back to Hetch-Hetchy. The
prime ﬂl:l-'v’al'ltﬂ.gﬂ wias not the
copious water supply but the
fact that the canyon was situ-
ated on public land. The
sounds were those of base
water politics.

The Sierra Club, notyeta
decade old, issued rallying calls,
ready to protect the ramparts
af the national patk, The fight
for Hetch-Heechy resounded
throughout the west, with
major battles being waged in
Washington, D.C, At issuc was
the sanctity, the integrity of a
national park.

In the early 19005 our
naton’s government had not
vet distinguished, on a policy
level, between preservation
and conservation, Many Amer-
icans did not dilferentiate na-
tional parks and national
forests. The very idea of
national parks as preserves had
not yet made its way into the
American ethos. But over time
Hetch-Hetchy became a
cructble in which echoed
voices as the nation debated
the: costs and benehits of treat-
ing all its natural areas as
usable resources.

In 1901, the Secretary of Inte-

tior asked Congress to

define special use
easements through national
parks. Eventually a bill was
approved that authorized the
Secretary of Interior to allow
within “Yosemite, Sequoia
and General Grant Mational
Parks . .. canals . .. reservoirs
. .. for supply of water for
damestic, public or any other
benefcial uses!

One of the strongest voices
to be heard in the Hetch-
Hetchy battle was that of Gif-
ford Pinchot, At the tme,
Pinchot wwas regarded as the
nation’s Eﬂ remost conservation-
ist, Pinchot lent his reputation
to Teddy Roosevelt as a mem-
ber of his staff, and helped de-
velop Roosevelt's image as the

“Conservation President”

I 1905, Finchot
was appointed the head of the
re-arganized Forest Service, [t
was his management philoso-
phy that all of the nation's nat-
ural resources were available
For human development — so
long as that use was prudent
and sustainable. His position
on the availability of public
forests was quite clear “In the
administration of the Forest
Reserve it must be clearly born
in mind that all land is to be
devated to its most productive
use for the permanent good
of the whole people and not
for the temporary beneht of
individuals or companies. The
continued prosperity of the
agricultural, lumbering, min-
ing, and livestock interests is
dependent upen a permanent
and accessible supply of water,
woaod and forage, as well as
upon the present and future
use of these resources under
business-like regulations en-
forced with pramptness, ef-
fectiveness and common
sense. When conflicting inter-
est must be reconciled, the
questions will always be
decided From the standpoint af
the greatest good of the great-
est number in the long run!
lohn Muir, a passionately
eloquent oppanent of the pro-
ject, saw the issue differently




PESEMITE ASSCHEIATION, SLIMMER 1954

and wag fierce in his defense of
areas like Yosemite Mational
Park. He felt the naricnal parks
should be sacrosanct — that
they should be left alone, invie-
ate. He amticulated the differ-
ence in value between national
forest resources and national
parks.

Even dfter Finchot had been
fired from his Forest Service
post by Roosevelts successor,
William Howard Taft, Pinchot
remainied in the public light.
He left little doubt where he
stood regarding Hetch-Hetchy,
backing the city's effort to
build the dam, When the issue
came down to the wire, Muir's
fast hope rested in a presiden-
tial vero, But Pinchot had the
gar of the President, and in 1313
Wilson signed the measure.

MNow imagine Herch-Hetchy
filled with the noise of
construction. Eventually the
backed-up waters of the
Tuolumne Biver drowned out
the natural sounds that had
been so common and familiar
for centuries. All that Muirand

his followers heard at Hetch-
Hetchy represented a national
tragedy — a preservationist’s
Waterioo — a national man-
caused tragedy.

The concrete in the original
@’Shaughnessy Dam was
barely cured when the city de-
cided — unifaterally — that it
needed to raise the height of
the dam to increase water stor-
age. More park land was appro-
priated. Once again the valley
reverberated with the clatter
of construction.

Some of the promised
sounds from Hetch-Hetchy
never occurred. Early on, the
city had painted a glowing pic-
ture of the reserveir as a recre-
ational center, with people
boating and amusing them-
sefves on the lake. In fact, the
reservoir was closed to public
use and its recreational poten-
tial never realized.

Sounds coming from the
canyon cccasionally took on
strange overtanes, born of new
controversies. In the 1950z,
for instance, the Sierra Club’s

PALE ELEVERN

David Brower pro-

duced a film on the reservair,
calling for removal of the dam
and restoration of the valley:

In 1985 a group of individuals
apparently aligned with Earth
First! slipped onto the walkway
and draped a jagged strip of
black plastic down the face of
the dam, The visual effect
suggested that the dam had
cracked, Once dgain, Hetch-
Hetchy was on the tongues
of the American people,

About the same time, Rep
Rick Lehman, whose district
then embraced Hetch-Hetchy,
steered legislation through
Congress prohibiting the

construction of any more
dams in Yosemite or other
national parks,

The Hetch-Hetchy issue re-
surfaced in 1988 when then [n:
terior Secretary Dionald Hodel
proposed that the City of San
Prancisco undertake a feasibil-
ity study to determine if the
dam could be reroved and the
valley restored, His suggestion
generated cries of outrage and
some intense media coverage
far a few weeks; then quietly
disappeared.

Today, as park visitation
surges toward the 4 mil-

lion mark, the debate

over Hetch-Hetchy
resurfaces from time to
timme, Visitors to the area
number about 40,000
persons. However, if the
dam were removed, the
area could accommodate
an estirated 1 million
persons a vear, 1983 study
b the Assembly Office
of Research suggests,

It's not likely we'll be
hearing the din of wiork-
men tearing down the
dam anytime soon. Envi-
ronmental restoration
would take decades and

cost megadollars. The state
concluded that 1t would
cost approximately $825
million to restore Hetch-
Hetchy and compensate the
city for the loss of water and
power generation.

For now, the predominant
sound in the preat camyon
will remain the lapping of the
tamed waters of the Tuolumne
River muffling the cries of the
ghosts of Heteh-Hetchy,

Freelance writer Geée Rose
worked for many vears as
Yosemite reporter for the Fresno
Bee. He is a regular contributor
ta this fonrnal and has written
a nuber of books about the
History of the Sierra Nevada.
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A New Conservation Ethic

Bruce Babtbitt

In its 1916 decree creating the
Mational Park Service, Congress
explicitly outlined two goals:
preserve the designated sites
*unimpaired for the enjoyment
o futiire generations” and pro-
vide for the Future enjoyment
of these resources. The conflict
berween preservation and ac-
cess has forced a creative ten-
sicn on the Park Service since
its first days, Achieving balance
grows more difficult each vear.
As challenging as the mission
is, the two goals are not contra-
dictory, particularhy when one
focuses on the nature of the
genuine park visitor experience,
The national parks are not
ahout entertainment: [Msney
Warner Bros. and others.are
masters at that tazk, and park
rangers need not compete
with them. Rather, rangers
facilitate the American people’s
eficounter with their heritage,
The challenge is in bringing the

visitor to'a more intense appre-
clation of the natural werdd

This frameworlc sets new
and clear parameters on
methads for accommadating
mOre V1sitors,

[Pespite annual increases
in visitation, for example, the
Park Service will not be in the
road-building business. Roads
disrupt, divide and fragment
natural systems chat are the
very reasan For our parks; our
challenge is in finding new
means of visitor transport.

We will not be in the hotel-
building business, but will in-
stead work with owrners of
lands bordering parks so that
many overnight needs can be
MEeE I gateway communities,
Thiese communities can also
serve as “staping” areas, where
visitors can leam of a park’s
facilities, collect materials
and shop.

Likewize, the service must
consider different methods of
protecting its resource hase,

because itis no longer enough
to focus on the namure of devel-
opments withire the park. We
must begin to focus on parks
not as distdnce enoties, but as
the centers of ecosystemns.

A Comprehensive View

At Yellowstone, massive
herds of efk and buffalo {and
soon, perhaps, gray wolves) do
not-acknowledge the straight
lines on a map; those animals
inhetited an entire ecosystem,
and park staff mustwaork
closely with resource managers
from other stare and federal
apencies to protect their migra-
tion range.

Everglades Mational Park 15
part of a natural system being
killed by the invasion of exatic
plants {caused by nutrient-rich
apricultural nunoff) and the
diversion of water for residen
tial and comrnercial uses:

That patk's Eate lies not in
the hands of the rangers, but
ina massive, multi-agency
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effort to restore the system.

Sequoia MNational Park as
air-quality problems worse
than maty larpe cities, but the
source of the problems lies
in faraway industrial centers
along the California coast and
in the Central Valley, Clearly, it
is no longer sufficient to label
land a park and assurme it is
protected.

Protecting the resource base
also means continuing the
search for new sites, because
Armerica’s history and perspec
tives are always changing, Fifty
years ago, there was no Martin
Luther King & Historical Site
to be presenved, because that
chapter in our history had not
et been written.

A centiry ago, we crossed
the Midwest in search of
scenic splendor, oblivious to the
extraordinary biodiversity be-
ing plowed up and taken far
granted. The new effort to cre-

Comiiniied ont page 13
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wanducted by the Natinnal
Farks and Conservation Associ-
son-and Colorado State Uni-
rsity. Superintendents of
every national park unit were
asked to grade park resources,
rvices and Facilities and to
5’:& personal assessiments of
the state of their parks. Grades
were assigned to seven eritical
areas; natural resources; culs
Ctural resources; park infrastruc-
pure; visitor information; law
“enforcement; work-force and
‘Budget issues; and special pro-
grams bor visitors.

“Dur national parks ought te
geceive a report card with
straight A" said NPCA Presi-
dent Paul C. Pritchard. But na-
tonwide, superineendents gave
‘their park conditions an overall
L average. Yosemite, Sequoia,
and Kings Canyvon actually fell
well below average in the rat-
ings with a string of D's.and
“even an F in the final tally.
Eighty-five percent of all park
' superintendents responded to
- the survey which was con-
ducted by Colorado State
rescarchers between February
Cand April 1994, The survey was
highly subjective: the grades
reflect one superintendent’s
view of his or her pack. But the
survey's sponsors believe the
teport card provides a baseline
far future studies and sheds
light on some woeful present
- conditions.

Failinig infrastructute, low
staffing, lack of funding, and
ignored resources were cited
over and over again in the
report, Nationwide, the lovwest
marks were assigned to infras-
tructuze; work force;, budget
and cultural resources manage-
ment, while law enforcement
and natural resource manage-
ment fared better
In California’s Sierra MNevada

parks, age and visitor pressures
contributed to the low grades.
"The wark farce is too small
and stretched thin;" said Yo-
semnite spokesman, Bob Clop-
ine. “The things that we're
asked o do we just don't have
the people to do Yosemite, for
instance, would like to station
interpretive rangers at the
rourist magnet Wawona Tun-
nel. No staff can be spared.

The park would also like in-
terpretive rNEeTs to meet
thousands of tour buses that
come through annually. But
that's not a possibility; nor are
Wisitor Centers or exhibits at
the entrances to the park. In
addition, Clopine reported
that park emplayee housing is
“tust falling apart)’ neting that
electrical systems, ventilation,
and heating are badly in need
of repair,

Millions of dollars would be
needed to improve some of
these grades: an estimated $44
miillion for housing and another
§29 million for Visitor Centers
and exhibits. Similar needs are
faced by other parks, including
Yosemite's neighbor Sequoia
Kings Canyon which is strug-

gling with an infrastructure
that is suffering fram "60
years of deterioration] said
Tom Ritter, its recently retired
Superintendent.

Report cards mark progress
to date but are also desigred to
promote improverment. “This
report is the frst of its kind in
the nearly 80 year history af
the national parks said Paul
Pritchard. “You couldn’t ask
far a better group to give an
assessment.

Conservation
Ethic
Contiriwred from page 12

ate a park in the Kansas prairie
finally acknowledges the im-
portance of that resource.
Generations in search of
alpine scenery simply walked
on by some of America’s most
unique ecosystems, One of
those regions would be pro-
tected by the California Desert
Protection Act, ushered
through the Senate by Sen. Di-
anne Feinstein, [-Calif. Unsur-
passed in its scenic, biological,

: PAGE THIRTEEN
Sierra Parks Farn Low Marks
National Survey
psemite, along with other cultural and recreational signifi-
ational parks, recently re- cance, the desert has been
weived poor grades in a survey ignored too long.

Finally, a protection of the
respurce l'E:q'IJll'ES a Sl:l'l.ll'.l.dﬁl'
Bnancial base. A Hrst step
would be congressional action
to restore discretion to the
Interior secretary to set reason-
able park entrance fees, Cur-
rently, only three of the 367
Park Service sites charge $10)
per vehicle, only 15 charge as
much as §5 per car and Yellow-
stome’s entrance fee is less
today than itwas in 1915, In
addition, Congress can provide
collection incentives to park
managers by returning to the
park half the money collected
above the current base,

Living In Harmony

Though beset by fundamen-
tal problems, the welcome sign
is out at our national parks, be-
cause the National Park Service
can fill & unique and immediate
role, We are within decades of
an environmental collapse an
this planet. Qur urgent task is
to communicate to the Ameri-
can people what it means to
live more lightly and respect-
fully on the fand:

Any contemplation of our
role in developing and teaching
a new conservation ethic leads
directly back to the national
parks. The parks are where this
task is easjest, where the edu-
cational process begins, where
it is all s extraordinarily fresh,
obvious and overwhelming.
The national parks must serve
as the gateway to the conser-
vation ethic, because I thae
gateway can't be crossed in
our national parks, it can't be
crossed anywhere.

This essay by Secretary-of the
Interior Bruce Babbitt appeared
nationally in newspapers during
May 1994,
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Members To Meet in Wawona
in September

Yosemite ‘Association’s nine-
teenth annual Members' Meet-
ing will take place in Wawona
on Saturday, September 10,
1994, T. H. Watkins, editor of
Wiidermess the guarterly maga-
zine of The Wilderness Society,
will be the featured speaker at

the aftérnoon meeting, Author
or co-author of twenty-three
books on many aspects of the
western landscape ranging
from the California Desert to
the Artic Mational Wildlife
Refuge in Alaska, he also hag
written more than 250 articles
and book reviews fora wide
variety of publications, includ-
ing Snntsoiar, Andubon, The
Washington Post, and The New
York Tinees. His most recent
book is These American Laneds:
Wilderness, Parles. and The Publit
Lands, which is a history of
this country’s public lands sys-
term. His talk for YA members

is entitled YA Gardener in Eden:

One Writer’s Journey froma
History of Place to a Sense
of Time which will explare
his love of western history
as shaped by a sense of place
and his concem for the
environment.

The day will begin with
registration ac 10:30 am. on
Saturday on the lawn near the
Wawona Hotel, For those wha
are spending the weekend,
there will be several naturalist
walks offered on Saturday and
bunday mornings. At 1:30
pe; the Members' Meeting

will take place outside at the
Pioneer History Center Since
seating will be on the ground,
lawrn or beach chairs are useful,
After the meeting, there will be
a wine and cheese hour along
with a raffle and an auction of
Yosemite memaorabilia, In the
evening, dinner will be served
on the lawn of the hotel, Tick-
ets for the dinner are available
ahead of time or at the event.

Rooms at the Wawona Hotel
were assigned to interested
members by a lottery in July
There are additional accornmio-
datons available in Wawena,
the Valley and outside of the
park; these were listed in

the letter to members sent ear-
lier in the summer. If you have
any questions about the event,
please call Holly or Connie at
the YA office, (209) 375-2646.

E——— e = =3
An Evening with
Obata’s Yosemite

Association members and
their puests are invited to a pri-
vate showing of the special ex-
hibition of Okata’s Yosemite at
the Japanese American Na-
tional Museurn in Los Angeles
on Saturday evening, October
1, 1994 from 5:30 — B:00 p.m

. —

The exhibition, which opened
& year ago atthe'C rocker Mu-
seum in Sacramento and has
also been shown 1o 5t Louis.;
features Chiura Obata's strik-
ing drawings, watercolors, and
wioodblock prints from the
artist’s trip through the Yosem-
ite High Country in 1927

In the early part of the Octo-
ber evening, members will
have a chance to enjoy the ex-
hibition and refreshments, and
then granddatghter Kimi Ko-
dani Hill has gracipusly agreed
o present her popular slide
shiow on the artist’s life and art.

Invitations have been sent
to YA members in the Los
Angeles area, but the event
is open to any members and
their guests. Please call the YA
office if you would like any
maore information.

e = ey ae 0 ——-
Association Dates

September 10, 1994: Annual
Meeting, Wawuona
September 11-17, 1994: YA
Member Work Trip, Sunrise
September 25-October 1,
1994: YA Member Wark rip,
Yosemite Valley

October 1, 1994: Southem
California Members” Event,
Los Angeles

December 1, 1994: Grant
cheadline

March 25, 1995: YA Spring
Forum, Yosemite Valley

_j{h‘)lrlwl'ﬂll‘l |__,f
If you're planning a trip 1o

Yosemite and have guestions,
give our Members' phone line
a call between the hours of
B:0 amn and 4:30 pm Monday
through Friday. We don’t
miake reservations, but we
can give the appropriate phone
numibers and usually lots of

hx:lpfu] adwvice
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Become A Ham and Carry A

FALE FIFEEEMN

Radio in the Wilderness

William Mlsup, NEXMW

Anyone who takes a serious
hike in the backcountry wor-
nies riow and then about get-
ting help in case af accidents
or emergency; Backeountry
sangers, of course, carry handi-
talkie radios. But did you know
that ordinary civilians are per-
mitted to do likewise on the
armateur radio bands? These
hand-held radios are quite
small and weigh significantly
less than the ordinary 35mm
camera. They have a surprising
line-of-sight range. A fewr years
#20 an the summit of Mt
Brewer in the southern Sierra,
while re-tracing Clarence
Eing's original 1864 route, |
easily “hit" the Mt Bullion re-
peater, which was more than
125 miles away. | could have
*anto-dialed” the Park Service
dispatcher (had there been an
emergency) or asked a ham
down in the Central Valley to
phone For aid. Fortunately, no
emergency existed and 1 sim-
ply vzed the repeater to reach
my family and tell them we
made the summit.

Amateur radio operatars,
also known 'as hams, are not
CB'ers. For many vears, the
FCL hag required amateur ap-
erators to know Morse Caode

FARLEY

and to know electronics in or-
der to obtain the operating
privileges on the various short-
wave and other radio bands,
However, in recent years, the
FCC has eliminated the Morse
Code requirement and subst-
tuted a much simpler test for
the “codeless technician”
license. Although this license
does not permit operation on
the traditional short-wave fre-
guencies, it does permit the
operator to-use the same type
of handi-talkie on the same
frequencies as | used from the
top of Met, Brewver This is the
“two-meter” VHE band, Thou-
sands, perhaps now hundreds
of thousands, of citizens have
recently obeained these new
privileges. This creates a tre-
mendous opporunity for back-
country explarers to take along
a light-weight radio for emer-
gency use. laking a radio with
wou on your fiture cutings
could save a life in your party
or in some other group you
meet in the wilderness.

These are not cellular tele-
phones, In Fact, the FCC pro-
hibits using the amateur bands
for any business, The bands
can be strictly used For per-
sonal use and public service
use. And, while in the wilder-
ness, it would be perfectly law-
ful to carry on a “rag chew” in
which hams simply yak about
any subject they want {other
than business), a wildernzss

ham would be well advised to
leave the radio in the backpack
until it is actually needed. Oth-
erwise, limited bateery life
might be campromised. T have
carried my radio on dozens of
backcountry trips and few on
the outing even knew T had it
Handi-talkies work on a line-
of-sight basis. This means that
you can reach any station or
other handi-talkie that ison an
unobstruceed path or close to
it. Handi-talkies typically put
aut only one-and-one-half
watts of power. This still will
go a long distance. Performance
can be improved by substinut-
ing a telescoping halfwave an-
tenna (one meter long) for the
normal rubber ducky antenna
seen on most handi-talkies.
Owver the years, amateur ra-
dio clubs and operators have
installed repeaters on various
high positions throughout the
country. A repeater receives a
weak signal and re-broadcasts
it simultanecusly at a much
higher power In this way, your
wieak signal is re-broadeast and
can be heard by other hams
owver a wide range. Thus, for
many high ridges and moun-
tain tops in the Sierra, it s pos-
sible to reach dozens of distant
repeaters and, in turn, hundreds
of amateur radio operators who
monitor these repeaters. In an
emergency, they could help.
There are no ham repeaters in
wilderness areas, although

27| Thic is our bear proof”
food container made of

PVC pipe. Bears Cannct
info it because it
ires a guarter fo

be inserted o the lock [ZHRR

ose it

there are NFS repeaters there,
When a handi-talkie is down
in the canyons, it is impossible
to hit & ham repeater. Ordinar-
ily, in these circumstances; it
wotild be necessary to hike to
a high ridge or mountain top in
order to access a repeater. To
mitigate this problem and to
make handi-talkie use more
effective in the wilderness, 1
have recently authored a pro-
posal published by the official
arm af the Amateur Radio
Relay League, a magazine
called CIST which suggests
that hams announce their pres-
ence on the national simplex
calling frequencies every
three hours starting at 7:00
azm. through 700 p.m. and to
menitor thereafter for five min-
utes. In this way, hams in the
backeoumntry could reach each
ather, provided they are within
line-of-sight, This protacol
avoids running down battery
tirme and avaids the confusion
over which Frequency to moni-
tor This coordination would
allow a ham whao's already sit-
uated at a high enough position
tey reach a n:p::atr:r Lo SELVE a5
a relay for an emergency mes-
sage from dewn in the can-
vons. The proposal received
an enthusiastic response by
amateur hams/wildemess hik-
ers. Now, the important task
is to spread the word and en-
courage use of the protocol.
The national calling frequency

Phil Frank ©On the two-meter band

15 146.52 MH=.

In summary, i vou
¥} are already an amateur
radio operator, take
your handi- talkie on
wour next backeountry
expedition and please
try to Follow the
proposed protocol. TF
ol are not a ham,
please consider taking

Contineied on page 19
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Of? NE0 A Wild
240 JCO Flower by
Any Other Name by Karen B
Milsson. Mewly published by
the Yosemire Associatian, here
is an engagmg collection of
sketches abour the hotanists and
explorers who both named and
lent their names to plants in the
Western United States. Thoze
with an interestin matural Lis-
tory, wildBowers, plants or
American history will find these
stories Full of adventure and dis-
conery

Included are both world-
renowned botanists and
amateur collectors, persons who
discovered and preserved planrs
on the brink of extnction, and
both male and female naturabsts
(including Dir Carl Sharsmith),
Each entry is accompanied by a
drawing of a plant named in
honor of the person discussed,
Effoet was made to illustrate en
dangered species that most
readers would never have a
chance tosee in thewdild, 162
pages, 30 black and white illus-
trations, 41 pharegeaphs.
Yosemite Association, 19094,

Paper, $14.55

YOREMITE ASSCOUIATION, SLUMMER 1939

Yose/\Nite

”1-’]_‘“1[ Legends of
LD the Yosemite
Miwok compiled by Frank
LaPena, {oraig- 10, Bates and
Steven B Medley; illustrared by
Harry Fonseca. This is'an up
claced and revised cellecton of
18 Native American legends
trom the Yosemite region. It's
geniing, representative and en-
tettalning, Fearuring characters
guch az Coyore and Falcen, the
stories touch on a varlety of
themes central tothe Sierra M-
wak culoure. For this revised
edition, the lepends have been
reweritten to rebect thelr earlisst
and most authentic forms
whenever possible. Additonal
storles [rom historical sources
have been included, and the vol
ume containg notes provicing
the source of each legend, intor-
maton about alternae versions
and variations, and an snnotawed
bibliography with a list of
imporzant original works.
[t% indipenous folklore at is
biest - enchanting and infar-
mative at the same fime
Harry Fonseca’s color pencil
dramwings make this a unique
and beaunful volume, 64
pages, BAT x BAT Youem-
e Association, 1593,
Paper §11.95

Gy = T L e bt

{ ]_[_I‘qulr %*!'u. Tree of

¢ AU Time — A
Story of a Special Sequoia,
written and illustared by Kachy
Baron, Childrenwill be de-
lighted by this picture book
that follones the life of a glant
sequedia that lived for over 2,000
wears. [Hluserated with lovely
watercelor paintings, the vol-
e pairs the progressive stages
of development of the wee with
notable events in warld history,
This technique helps children to

Tid
w, LS

LSPEE

better appreciate the past and its
significant milestonss while it

allows them m more fully prasg

the remarkable age of these un-
usual trees. For burther empha-
si5, & Hme line of werld histony
runs throughout thie boolk,

When the “Tree of Time" is
only-a seedling, Hannibal and
his elephants are crossing the
Adgs. While the sequeoia grows,
hurran-kind progresses from
wooden- wheeled charlors and
rock painting to space ships on
the moon and computers, The
atthor describies the tree's devel:
ORMEent, weaving in tatural his-
tory information, while holding
the reader’s attention through
the use of exciting incidents and
the uncertainty of the tree s fnal
destimy. For children ages 5 and
up. 40 pages, 7" x 11" Yosemite
Associnton, 1994

Papen 3755
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00950 Rambiings

Through the High Sierras
af California by Joseph
Lei_onte, with 2n introduction
By Dean Shenk and an afrer
Swverd by John Muoic Here ds 2
new reprint of the long-unavail-
#le account of a horseback wip
o Yogermite and the High Sierrea
by a proup from the University
of California in 1870, The ten
“scholars™ were led by Joseph
L=Conte; a pepular instucter
wnel an expert in a nomber of
| the natusal sciences.
The boolk is a significant his-
b tonical wotk Eor 16s ntimierous
- descriptions of California at the
timie, including the Central Val-
iy, Yosemire, the Mariposa
Cirove of Big Trees, and Mone
P Lake. LeConte also made obser
ations o the geological onging
of the landscapes he encount-
ered, and recounted his meas
ings with renowned mountain
chamncters like John Muir and
Bnes Hutchings. 140 Pages, i
® 57, Wosemite Assoriation,
1594,
Paper, $755

02469 e and e

Mariposa Grove: A Prelimi-
nary Report, 1865 by Freder
ick Law Olmerad, with an
iteaduction by Vicworia Post
Ranney, This i a inely pringed
edition of landscaps architect
Clmsted’s landmatk report to
the Srate of Califamiz providing
recommendations for manage-
ment of the newdy establishad
Yosemite Grane Most histosdans
agree thar Clmsted Bormulaed
for the first time within the
report 5 philosophic base for
the creaton of state and na-
tioinl parks:

Astonishingly, the repoarcwas
stppressed until 1992, and has
never bebore been published in
separate book form To com-
mietrate that Bct, the sdidon
wias printed lecter press on Rives
Heavyweight paper, then hand-
bownd, Three iliustations by
noted California artist, Wayne
Thiekaud, are included. The
|!|.'-|]'II:J.‘GIL'."ITII: :'[I"HJ. LHVIH']'I "-'UlLlITIC
was limited to 400 copies, of
which 100 were signed by Mr
Thiebaud and Ms. Ranney, 55
pages, 2" %0 Yosemite Ao
argn, 1993,

Clothboond; signed copies,
$125; unsigned copies, §85

A AL Muir — 22
of John Muir’s Greatest
Adventures, selected and in-
moduced by Lee Stetson. Shas-
wated by Hona King. Here 1s an
entertaining collecton of John
dduir's most excitng adven-
es, representing some of his
finest writing, Bach meluded ad-
ventiire has been selected m
show the extent to which Muir
cotirted and faced danger i e
lived “weildly? throughout his
life. From the famious avalanche
ide off the rim of Yosemite
Valley to his night spent riding
out a windstorm at the top of
a-tree o death-debing Rlls on
Alaskan glaciers, the renowned

PACE SEVENTEEN
eatbdorsman’s exploits are Te-
lated in passages that are by
turns exhilarating, unnerving
dizzying and oulragesus.

Lee Stetsen has carefully cho-
sen episodes from every stage
of Muir’s lite; prepared short in-
troductions fo place each in
caprexy, then arranged them
chronelogically so-that thie
reader can vicariously enjoy one
man'’s life of adventure. The text
is nicely complementad with
striking black and white seratch-
board drawings by Fiona King, 4
talenred lustrator 216 pages, 4
= 8", Yosemite Association;

1594,
Papen, $2.55
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V75 I_.r_'_l Yosemite Asso-
FOud AV) eiation Patch.

Cur Association logo s embrad-

deret on colorful, starehy fabric

bor placement on daypacks
shirts; blue jeans; jackets, or
whersver! The newly designed
pratch ls available in three ammac-
tive colors: dark: blug,
forese green,
and FArSon.

“ll “-‘ ) JI Yosemite
‘\ Bookstore
Book Bag. Here's YAS handy
new book bag made from
durzhie Il'fl W cotton Fabric with
a sturdy web handle, Cream-
imprinted o blue
semtite Boakstoe
loge: Fine craftsmianship and
generous oversized design make

a8 bag wou'll want to eake
everywhere, Conserve resources
with a reusable bock bag. Ap-
prﬁ-xir'mlc:h' 17 s 16",

8.5

|-'| 77\ Pelican Pouch,
S/ U Wilderness
Ecltﬁag The '*-||__|. Pouch iz

not ol ._I".'n"l T |'- ] gl

Seant access o :|'| the small
frerng thap ark sy
yiour pack —pock
lenses, maps, ar your favorite
trail mixl The pouch is designed
with frone snap fasreners on the
straps, This al
positioning on your belr—even
between belt ioops; no need to
tabee wour belroff Arst The ma
t=tlal is high qualivy Cordura
pack cloth with a waterproot
coatng on one side. Beige with
the dark brown and white Yo

s -corrbortable

Order Form (300) 379 2648

|

¥

3 |
4|

6 _
&

L¥]

Monday — Friday, B:30am - 4:30pm

Subdotal A

Total excloned |

sEmT Ass0c

1 ASFOCTA

I, SURIMER. 15994

|Haan B i'.ii'lI e f

| “~.|1".

Yosemite

Petican Fouch mieasures §x 5x \- s Association
Baseball-Style Cap. Cur Y4

Mug. This«
tiernal heawy
pood with vour hand
around it Available in o
ofs Ao ] it's
[rpringe:
nartie in b
12

Yosemite
Association
istimctive and func
ceraric mug

IMGEs O YOIT [8vo

caps are made of ¢

adjustahle

5

S 10

patt for Y

o aned
te. Holds

thas one size fits
= adomed with %A logo
parch, and comes in dark blue,
F‘.':Ir.'ﬁr BICEn aricl maroon -:::.lli'lr.‘\
The cap i5 stylish and combort-
able, and '-":_x-lin-'- it is & good

opduray with
strapr-at the back
all, The cap

ACISTEALE YOUT SUp

5295 {please speciby color)

= &%

BOOKSTORE

by the Yosemite Association:

to benefir Yosemite National Park




New Members

would lile to welcome 1o the
RS ite Association the E{F].I'D"-Vit'!g
fe persons who became members
withiny the past three months, Your
suppart is greatly appreciated.

Members
Melanie Albaugh, Gwendolymn Alley,
Carolyn Araiza, Kathleen Balles,
Ephraim Baran, Judith Bares, Ruth B
Boger Bam, Delores M Bartholomew,
Sandra & fim Beck, Mebiiin E 8 Bon-
e Bennedt, Mary Jane & Jude A
Blau, Bogene Bouduan, Frank Boyn-
gon, Chates L Brady, Jeanne Busﬁ:;,
Brian Buttazoni, Chuck Callaghan,
Angel & Fathlym Cardozs, Deborah
o Fory C;_:E:ntzr, Betsy Chistm,
Bonnie C 15 Clifford, Wendy
P Colb, William [ Cronan, Cherles
& Ada Cyono, Patrick 82 [ean Daley,
Bom 2 Jerd Danielsen, £ Iy Doran,
m%rc Eichlﬁr,é‘hlzjl "-;f’Fll: iinl:rMMe—
uquay, Calin , Maura
e e
Baberto Garcla, Julia Bayall G
Mielinds Golis; John 8 Dorathy
Gireen, Maribyn Green, P | Hales;
Wicroria Harmilton, Bormie Harigan,
Latrie £ Bill Hildebrands, Angela
Hood, Fredrick 8 Jean Howeard, Walt
Hubar, Mancy Hydc, Pauline [rain,
dwein Jarlowski, Lera F Jenking,
Willlam F Johnson, Magdalsna &
Rainhow [ulian, Thon & Eﬂﬁrﬁu-
an, Jim B Karpiak, Thomas ket
pey, Robert B2 Phyllis Kirby, Kinue
Elinzchmide, Ronald Knowlen,
Wichard LaBean, John Link, Chris
Loberp, 1 Herning & | Loak, foel
Wark, Bobert K Mesuda, W H bar-
Bnson, Man & Jim Maurer, Kathrym
WicKenna, Pl 22 Eileen Meshekowy,
sster 5 Matchell, Lilllan Molina,
horeen Morse, Indran Murthy,
prraine Melson, Mark Melson, Fat
ura, Mary Elizabeth 82T Oliver,
-. & iéﬁm\"ﬁmr' s Cloljl_ﬂ.-r &
e, Bl arm ;
e 3 ar, [ B Nksni%mva:dal:'-%g,
fark Phillips, Amold & Carolyn
sitt], Manoy Reid, Shasa Robeson,
chele Pogers, Eric & Lisa Resen-
fum, Gil & Holly Ross-Sisneros,
gtte £ Hubinow, Don Schaapman,
e Schmire, Marilyn Scott, Nancy
e Silver, John IV &r
Rstions, Reed B Shaden, Kathy
erl, Gene & Janet Sceffy, Mary
Stikes, Greg Stowee, Jim 8 Diane
Ractiz#l, Tants Toland, Marian
v Carolyn Velvey, Charles
e, Tom & Margaret Walkes,
s Vallace, 1 Witson, Pamn
ber, James Westly, Rick 8 Sharon
i;'i*:“ 5, onstance A Willens,
irhey Wilson, Harrdet Wingard,
iea Worth, Dr Franklin Yoe,
e g

spporting Members

£ Trudy Bronner, Stephen &
Drepdaren, The Archibald Fam-

Charlotte Ciese, Tam & Bonny

s=lin, Sven Bt Rosalie Hakansson,

dia Kawczynaka, Vicki A

DSEMITE AGSOCIATION, SUTMBER, 1994

: _ FAGE MINETEEN
aracing, Lee B Duane Melott. ! i :
SOREEE ARk SRR
e Sdatans st el il s o Siill he said, “Well [ will
Brenda | Sweatt, Daniel Truxaw, the keepes, Turtle, would go make it go!
Thomas Waolte ta sleep. 5o Coyote arranged it sp
Contributing Members Soon this happened and Tur-  that the sun moved as it does
Asmold Bruni, Norma Jean Garcia, tle fell fast asleep. Then Coy- now. He carried the sun west
Mr & Mes Fred Goldstein, Doris ote changed back into hisewn  to the place where the sky
EEEDEIEUIP::EE“ D,IDEI'J"E.E m form, seized the sun, and ran comes down to the earth, and
| il Sci‘:wr;f:&hf:‘fr. TP quickly away with it. found the west hole in the
Winanr, Diavid | Wright : Turtle awoke and nfj&w uﬂqjt sky.ﬂ](ll_su}rote ﬂiuli d]-LeaT::rl1 E:c:

: the sun was gone and called ev-  go e hale oW
?ﬁfg‘;‘;::ii: e erybody to caome quick and under H-:fhﬂard] and come up
Pebaah ik - find it. But they could not for on the east side and climb up
LiFe Membess Coyote had taken it down through the east hole in the

through the fog to the Valley sky, He instructed the sun to
W] Barker, Tanng 2 Bulbswabda,

I Cobb: | Stensaas Cobb, Eston
Er Bthel Dhavis, Carol Creenwioad,
Shang Creerwond, Robers & Joanne
Meuser Jane Robinsdn

Participating Life Members

Linda & Bandy Charles; Parnaa
Corrett, Timpehy 8 Susan Spenser
Internation Members
Win-fin-Chung, Tatwan, ROEC: Janine
Franken, Switzerland; Haroaki
Paruta, Japan; David Laing, Scotand,
Lo Tolawe Avistealls: John Urguhart,

United datm

Recent Donations
to YA

Bill Grmthith, Dr & Mrs Elliot Shubin,
United Way, Yosemite Hang Gliding
Azsociaton, Yosemite Instituse

I Memory of Helew Artalerny: Froder-
ick & Florence Bolden, Rob &
Lirzeintte. Camero, Paul & Deborah
Haug, William & Helen Eroges,
Kivin B Karen Latr, Mr & Mes Targe
i Lindsay, Marjorie MeGranabary,
Blavid &8 Charlens Mewstrom, Patrl-
cia Reitter; [ean 5ong, Elizabeth
Vamhea

T Wemary of Lugy Flanchirr Hutler;
Elvira Nishkian, Mr& Mrs William
Siegtried, ©7F F Sutten

T Mentary of Mary Jaedipe Gramis;
Ellen Jardine

e Aemiory of fan Foineys hr 82 Mg
Herbert Kinney

I Menary of foy Hossacl: Buhn: John
& Maney Maumann

dr Mennary af Emest Vlorales: Frances
Dougherty

T Mensary of Col Oreville W Slealtan:
ivir B2 Mrd Bobert Blewett

People, and they dared not
venture further on accourit of
the darkness.

But when the Valley Feople
saw the sun they were afraid
and tumed away from it, for it
was too bright and hurt their
eyes, They teared that they
could never sleep.

Cayote took it to the chiel,
Sandhill Crane, but he would
not have it He said he didn't
understand it and that Coyote
must make the sun po, just
as the Foothill People had
dane t,

When Sandhill Crane refused
to have anything to do with the
sun, Coyate was disappointed,

rmake light over the Foothills
People hitst, then continue
dowwn and make hght over the
Valley people. Mewxt the sun
wias to go through the wist
hole again and back under the
earth so the peopie could sleep,
and to keep daing this, travel-
ing all the tire.

The sun did as he was rald:
Then Sandhill Crane and the
Valley People were glad,
because they could see to
hunt. The Foothill People
witre satishied, too, for they
had light in the daytime so
that they could see, and at
night the sun went away so
all the people could sleep.

Become A Ham

cantinued from page 15

the simple test to become at
least a codeless technician and
then take vour handi-talkic on
your next backcountry explo-
ration. For hurther information,
please contact William Alsup,
NeXpW, 1120 Ashmount
Avenue; Oakland, California,
S4610.

William Alsup is a San

Francisco attormey: ]

Yosermite Association
Board member,
photographer, hikey;
auired B, His ook %
Such a Landscape!,

wias published by Yosemite
Assaciation i {987

B
== 4 !

4 ;;-9,_,.-. -:.:1-.‘5;?___5. ST e
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YOSEMITE
ASSOCIATION

Join the Yosemite
Association

You can help support the work
of the Yosemite Associaton by be-
coming a-member Revenues gen-
erated by the Assoclaton’s
aptivities are used to fend 4 variety
of Mational Park Service programs
inYosemite. Mot only does the Yo-
sernite Association publish and sell
lierature and maps, it sponsers’
hield seminars; the park’s Art Ac
tivity Center, and the Ostander
Lake Ski Hut,

M critical element in the success of
the Association s its embership,
Individuals and Families throagh-
oyt the COUMTY have ]nnE
supported the Yosemite Associa-
ticny throwgh their personal com-
mitments. Wen'e you join us in our

Yosemite Associatdon
Past Office Box 230
El Porwal, CA 95318,

Address corvection requested

effart to make Yosemite an‘even
better place!

Member Benefits

As a member of the Yosemite
Association, you will enjoy the
Following benefits:

& Whsenmite, the Aseociatign bul-
letin, published ona quarterhy
basis;

2 A 18% discount on all books,
maps, pesters; calendars and pub-
lications stocked Tor sale by the
Agsociation,

2 A 10% discount on most of the
field seminars conducted by the

Association in Yosemite Mational
Park:

2 The opportunity to’ participate
in the annual Members’ Meeting
held in the park each fall; along

with other Association activities;

& A Yosemite-Association decal;
and

2 Speclal membiership giftsas
Eollewws:

Supparting Member Aselection
of 8 handsome notecards (with
envelopes) featuring beautiful
photographs of Yosermire;
Comirbtating Memher: A Yosemite
Associanon mug — new design;
Susgaining Menbeer: A copy of the
award-winming video, Yosennite:
The Fare af Heaven;

Life Membrers Matted color phete-
graph by Howard Weamer of a
Yosemite scene; and

Participating Life Member: Ansel
Adarns Special Edition print; archi-
vally mounted.

pMembership dues are tax-
deductible as provided by law.

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a. . .

] Regufar Member
525.00

[M-Supporting Member
$35.00

[] Spouse / Partmer
add $5.00

MName {please prisg);

[l Contributing Member
$50.00

[ Sustaining Member
5100.00

Ll International Member
£35.00

[ | Life Member
$300.00

[] Participating Life Member
$1,000.00

Phone Mumber;

Mon-profit Crgatization
LS POSTAGE
PAlD

Yosemite Association

Yosemite
Association
Boond of Trustees Sales
Lepmin Ralbsns il 'rg' wlf’"r'
Gt Pl
Emﬁfﬁ Aszisianr
i Weichy Wanmm
it B s
:ETL'::"E FLE’L:’:" Wi s
Chris Gallery Seminam
EChirlesinn & Hellenday Fenmy Qo] |
Rathlesn Cliw Coapmdinamy |
Bavid Robermaon Loots Carcer
Arme Schneider Ausistont
Theoes | Sheplsail
byl Waber i e
Datiel ¥ialhs Claie Haley
MichastV Findey, G
Nt Represemimiter Cashier
Areloew EHerr Shareie Law
Ex affiaa ¥
Membership
[ff;.:’ur}'ﬁl; Ligian, Huthy Wainer,
= dfffcn e
Elvim Mishician, l'..'rJ-'u:l':ﬁ.*rlrlir;-.I:m
Bty Azl I
Presislet .
Steven # Medloy ebusine:
Yirsemite Caridde |
Editen |
Ersring fylands |

L

Movingé

If you are moving, or have
recently moved, don't forget
to notify us. You are a valued
member of the Associatan,
and we'd like to keep in touch
with you.

Address: City State/Zip:

Enclosed is my check or money: order For § ; ot charge to my credit card
Bankamericard/Visa Number: Expiration Date:
MasterCard Number: Expiration Date:

bail to:Yosemite Association, Post Otfice Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318, 209/379-2646

For Offce Use

Paid Card #

Exp. Date:

File Comp ‘

Yose/\Nite
i pranlristedd cristrterty far el o
Yosemine Assoclation, adited by St
B .'1.-J|‘:J'£:_|.' o Hally Warnee aed rwurl.ll.'e'af
Iy fan CogoaclnilddfS e Rafoe!l Bevign Co,
Caprprighe £ 19594 Yosemite Association
Sulsweizsion of mannscrpls, photographs,
ot gtlier mtteeiads fo welvoined,

Printed on recpcled paper
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