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ER IN THE BACKCOUNTRY

HOWARD WEAM

SOLITUDE

Solitude is such a rare feature of modern life and such a
recognized element of self knowledge, that those who wel-
come it are assumed to have attained something special.

A life in splendid isolation in spectacular wilderness is
a cornerstone of the ranger myvth. In the popular mind,
rangers are distantly related to the trapper, miner or
sailor, with personalities forged by hardship, and mani-
festing self-reliance and fortitude. No more. [solation at
Ostrander 15 as rare as rangers in patrol cars are common,
occurring most frequently during storms when roads and
trails are blacked by snew. And what miner would not
gladly have traded his shack for a bombproof stone hut,
the wood supply cut largely by someone else, full cup-
boards, a fine library and a short-wave radio for emer-
gencies?

This snow should end a ninereen day streak with none
in but three good friends. Came in last night, snow
frozen to hair and beard, clinging to the back of uncov-
ered hands. Started ffre upstairs, got tea and shorthread,
ook and Bach, and was certain Western civilization had
reachied no higher developrment on the planet,

(Howard Weamer 12/16/77)

With the ability to be alone for a time any day, simply
by walking or skiing a hundred yards in any direction, it
is strange that being alone in the hut is so special, yet both
visitors and hutkeepers are enchanted by having the hut
to themselves. An hour or two of uninterrupted quiet,
lounging on the sunny balcony in a beanbag chair with a
‘good book, with an occasional gaze across the lake to the
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conversation are prized, days alon¢ are frequently n
as a zero with a “happy face” smile inside.

ridge, is as soul-filling as a sunset or a good tour. Up
point. While aloneness is not leneliness, cabin fevel

very real.

I have been here, inside, in the room, alone, oo Jong,

this afternoon, when the snow stopped blowing sidews
[ bundled up and padded around in booties, Much
love to ski, the meditative aspects, to approach and

closely for long periods without cold feet, far out-we
the joys of gliding and eruising. [ went to the edge of
lake to look at the Paint, just visible behind the |
blowing snow sheets, then headed for the Clark Ra
view ridge. Snags are always magnetic, particuflar

gray days when trunk colors stand out. And there
some meed (0 be where it was windiest and wildest,

let the snow filter down through the protective lodee,
and turn me as white as the rest of the world, Then i
the silence of the red fir below the hut. wntil I picked
the sound of the outflow, a spring cascade after all
rain, five feet across, icicles aff every bank.

(H. W 1/15/80)
While both the isolation/privacy and the cnmpﬁ

Nobody at the hut or lake or anyplace, for all [ ki
Nice, clear, quiet night. Venus dangling wnder an et
moon, Still 1 think too much about too little, It's a g1
time to be nobody.

(Dave Norris 1/23/77)



No chores done, no photographs taken, no books read or
any fragments of thought unified, a truly excellent day
fo be alive.

(DN, 1/24/77)

Though even modern science admits that the materi-

hsm we worship is 99.9999 percent empty space, and

ditators seek a mental silence, in a culture obsessed

ith doing things and acquiring things as a measure of

jccess, it is difficult to recognize or verbalize the value of
Bothing:

. The last day of the year...I don’t think anybody's coming
i tonight to raise hell like last year and I'm glad...T am
i more of a kick-back, reflective mood. Living up here
has that effect on me I guess. The beauty and natural
stlence-overwhelm me here duite often T wish thore peo-
ple would come up to enjoy it, the trees, the wind, the
natural beauty. How do you ask peaple, though, 1o walk
out fute the trees and listen to. nothing?

{ Joe Evans 12/31/73)

b The dominant chord in nature is not sound at all, but
Sllence. Ostrander offers the opportunities, whether it be
¥ windless forest soundproofed by snow, or the center of
he lake on a cold, starry night. But the silence we hear is
N inverse proportion to the sounds we make—the

| BIOSCIENGE LIBRARY
MAR 1 - 1996

UNIV. OF CALIF. BERK.

scratching of skis, the whine of fishscales or mohair, our
labored breathing, the fatigue that dulls awareness, the
chatter of a group, or our own mind’s static—all obscure
one of Ostrander’s great experiences.

It is only in the silence that one hears the music of the
hut. The roof whangs with temperature changes, the
stairs ring, the foor drums and a drop of water falling
into the stove shoots though me, reminding me forever
how little [ truly hear,

Wirnter rain
the clatter on the metal roof
Dissolving hopes for snow

CONYERSATIONS

A long tenure at a job as unusual as caretaking the hut
does turn you inte a curiosity. Being in an approachable
public position (the kitchen door is closed only for show-
ering), leads to many questions which undoubtedly have
a familiar sound. Like the Buddhists’ bell, heard as clearly
on the fiftieth ring as the first, T try to see the meditative
exercise in repetition, and answer conversationally,
though large numbers in the hut make this impossible,
And, particularly in mid-bite, we occasionally feel
trapped:
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Ina vintage photo from the
Yozemiste Park e~ Crirry Co.
Archives, Mary Curry Tresidder,
an early hut enthisiast, €< .af
right rear.
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Inferesting conversation with an expert on ew:ryr}ai'r
whao would ask questions and not [isten o answers,

(George Durkee 3/20/87)

Conversations of a full Tt t1se Iike ot air into the san
tuary silénce of the room—REL Gore-tex, veld
Synerey, first-aid, Fischer—necessities of the well-heel
weekend tourer. And some good rich laughter.

(H.W. 1/14/78)

On the other hand, the potential for memoral
evenings is great. Ostrander is a temporary retreat fr
one of our culture's fundamental illnesses, a lack of cog
munity. Without knowing each other’s stories, there
be no trust, and without trust, we descend into the sus]
cion, fear, and litigious paranoia endemic to this count
I remember walking through the silent streets of si
Midwest towns thirty years ago, looking through the
dows at family after family, facing the glow of a screg
silent, unresponsive, and alone. Without the technologi
crutches that "entertain,” Ostrander presents a rare oppl
tunity for conversation or games with friends and nf
acquaintances. Though ethnic and class differences g



eht within the group of recreational ski tourers, some
cinating lives surface around the long table at the hut,

A erisis in my personal life was mitigated fonight. I've
been feeling increasingly bored with the predictably of
miy life; especially with the predictability of my social
encotnters., But enter the party of four, one af which was
here for New Year’s eve. Such a refreshing change—new

et this job?”) rather were really comversations. T
believe that one of the real advantages of this job (and T
told them ) is the interaction with interesting people, peo-

ple with some similar interests to mine but lving lives

fotally apart from mine. Not predictable. One is a poet,

one an experienced mountammeer but a health-science
student, one a witty woman with an exceptionally kinky
childhood, one a gentle mountain person, with a bent
fowardds femiinism and friendliness.

(Anne-Marie Rizzi 1526/

One of the deepest, continuous philosophical discussions
ever in the hut—prabably five fiour wWsiNg, spining
aff. comting back, a Nietzschean evolutionist fmaterialist
versus a mystical biochenmst, and an instructor in the
Grear Books progran and four of his students, who were
more wsed to extended philosophical discussions than the
rest of ws, Certainty versus uncertainty, materialism ver-
stis faith, progress versus stasts, epistemology—all the big




ones, all the historic arguments surfacing, the history of
western thought played out in front of the stove at
Ostrander Lake Ski Hut,

(H.W. 12/18/84)

Sat in the sun and finished Land Above the Trees, did
sortie yoga, talked to a few ravens, told NFS stories
tonight—the great wood scam, the Dope Lake incident,
the Master Plan, MCA and the “Sierra” TV series, And
mry boss compliments me in his evaluation for doing
good NP5 PR work! Unexpectedly talked politics unsil
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intellectually, are still among the visitors we may ne
see again. Over the years, numerous friendships ha
developed, and the kitchen is filled with familiar faces.

invariably covers the table, mingling with the conver
tion. As the height of the Jenga blocks approaches the

11:30 or so with three others; found ourselves in compl,
sympathy with each other, a rare interchange.

(H.W. 1/22/79)

I had wondered last night, watching the ridge go bla
and white in the dusk, whether I had seen it too often

it’s still very exciting, just familiar. Then I asked S.B.,
psychotherapist, dean of a medical school, now fil

maker, what the subjects of his films were: “Josep
Campbell: The Hero's Journey™! We have spent some fl
cinating hours ralking, as the wind blew the snow sid
ways, We just felt filled up. We could nat have been in
richer intellectual environment, with more wonderf

peaple.
(H,W. 12/20/88)

Many conversations, rewarding though they may

Mike L. in at noon, great to see him, looks like a trip
Utah in early March for some powder; Mike W, in
dark, his third day out, with a black, nationally ran
marathon rummer, who was exchausted. A bowl of ram
Jxed himn up—lots of laught in the kitchen. In between
agreeable, intense conversation with an ex-parole
member now raising goats in Davis for cancer resea
Another visitor remembered a ski we had taken toget
10 years ago as the best he had ever had — more stro
this year, more laughs, more games—more people.

(H.W 1/4/88)
Fine dinner with Art and Phyllis, in for about fo
days—salad and garlic bread, shortbread and straw

ries and whipped cream, and champagne. The blessi
of wilderness poverty.

{H.W. 12/25/78)

Midwinter nights are long, so a variety of gam



ical limit, conversation ceases, no one bumps the
ble, and everyone holds their breath, waiting for the
sh. And adults still play Monopoly! Chess collects kib-
ers5 on snowy afternoons and long evenings. There is
rare game of Charades or Pictionary that engages the
mtire hut in wickedly clever and always hilarious antics.
by wonderful how creative we can be when we can relin-
puish our best selves to an electronic alien.

The hut is quiet and I can hear the wind outside rising
| from the SW. Probably midnight, and 5 of us finished an
. insane dice game, based on lying and deception. These

puys have developed pauses, stutters, all sorts of devious

misrepresentations, and sometimes the dice conspire,
producing an implausible combination, so it's a lot intu-
ition and superstition. We all won one game, Amazingly
funny, as you see someone else trying to figure out a posi-
- tion you're glad you're not tn, or come up with a winner
against all odds, So many shadings of expression; so

much evaluation of each other. And so simple—you'd
never suspect it went so deep... Went for a long moenlight
walk on the lake, then T and R came back from making
four moonlight runs in the bowl on perfect snow, and B
joined us to talk on the porch. I was hatless. It was just
too beautiful to go inside or sleep.

(H.W. 3/6/83)

This crew, now 30ish, uses the hut like few athers, For
a decade now, they take five midweek days around a
moon, sleep late, pour buckets of water over each other
on the front porch in the sun before a huge breakfast,
throw the Frisbee or kick hack on the lake, take an easy
tour, not to ski but to reach a viewpoint, stay out way past
sunset, enjoy a late gourmet dinner, then games and play
by moonlight—a truly inspired use of Ostrander.

TOSEMITE ASSECCIATION, WINTER | 534



JEFFREY G. LA

There are many unigue views of Yosemite, Some vistas are
warld famous, but none are quite like Joe Meyer's as he
sits in front of his computer terminal. On the screen is a
map: of Yosemite, filled with a rainbow’s spectrum of
color. More than a pretty picture, the image in front of
Mever is a product of an important tool used in park
management. Meyer is the Geographic Information
System (GIS) specialist for Yosemite. In this capacity, he
brings high tech expertise to the park.

From the vantage point in front of his terminal, Meyer
can see a perspective of Yosemite that few people have
opportunity to view. Although his responsibilities are not
well known to the general public, the role of the GIS has
an increasing impact upon the park and its visitors. GIS
uses hardware and software to collect, analyze and display
spatial (or mapped) imagery. When layers of different
thematic imagery are presented juxtapesed upon one
another, this map can provide easily digested information
to researchers- and park resource managers, The map pre-
sents complex spatial relationships in a way that is quickly
understood.

The simplest use of GIS is to make custom maps —
e.g.a map of Yosemite Valley showing anything from atil-
ity corridors to scenic vistas, The most complex use of
(515 is to create new data by analyzing existing data — e.g,
habitat for a critter that is found at only a certain eleva-
tion, in forested areas, near perennial streams but not
near lakes.

“Until recently, it was necessary for an
organization using GIS to hire a com-
puter geek like me to coax a few results

from an intimidating computer.”

*Maps have always been used for the management of
the park.” Meyer says, pointing toa typical topographical
map. “For years those maps were printed on paper. By
their very nature these maps were static and unchanging.”
Meyer swivels in his chair and looks at the image on the
computer screen. “The GIS can create a map of any area,
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at any scale, integrating the relevant information for
given task and eliminating the irrelevant. Yosemite
dynamic, and GIS is well suited for dynamic issues.”

The computer literate may be interested in some of
specifies of the system. The GIS computer systern
housed in the annex of the Yosemite Research Center
El Portal. It is comprised of five (soon to be six} Sun U
workstations. These workstations utilize two GIS p
grams: GRASS, and Arc/Info. Those less technically o
ented people, who view the computer as something a
to a magical box, only need to know that the workstati
is based on a computer shghtly larger than a home d
top model, but much more powerful

INTEGRATING DATA
Although a computer can manipulate information
astounding speed, the quality of the results is only
good as the data fed into it. Entering information is ti
consuming and expensive. But once the data is initi
entered, it can be updated with relative ease, Data ma
ial can come from several sources. Topography info
tion comes in digitized form from standard topograp
UL5.G.5, maps: Data is increasingly collected by rem
sensing devices, such as aerial photagraphyand LAN
SAT satellite imagery.

Remote sensing devices are an efficient way 1o ¢n
data; bypassing human operators. Even in the f
researchers utilize satellite assistance. Using GPS (Glo
Fositioning System), a hand-held navigational/infor
tional device, scientists in the field can precisely mark
measure sites as a satellite accurately records their lo
tion coordinates, Deriving their position from NAVS
satellites, GIS can map: archaeological sites, histo
structures, species locations, trails, etc. This informati
can then be instantly transferred to the GIS workstatio

As we approach the next millennjum, GIS
undoubtedly become a key management tool for p
planning. Net only is the amount of information hou
within GIS increasing, so are the number of peo
accessing that data. Before the use of computers, res
information was scattered and uncoordinated. Res
from isolated research studies can now be added to
computer wareshouse of information, ready for retrie
when needed for evaluating management actions, °
computer is rapidiy erasing the line between pure
applied science,

Meyet, who has a degree in computer science, explai



sapit, o GIS map of lghtning strikes

Leell Comyon south of Tholwmie

wdows. The fdgh peaks show the areas
e lighrning is miost likely to srrike.

\ the samie information superim-

on the topography of Lyell Camyon,

im an intimidating computer. But the trend in GIS 15
rd user-friendly software that doesn’t require spe-
saltzed GIS training,”
During the fall of 1995, the GIS research moved one
p closer to bridging the gap between scientific research
d mainstream park management. The GIS annex is
connected through a parkwide computer network 1o
ny of the management and resource offices. Using lap
p computers and special GIS software (ArcView), park
11 will be able to access data stored in the more power-
computers at the Research Center. By manipulating
tables; managers can predict the consequences of pro-
sedd ideas,
In what ways will GIS assist park management? Three
prtier GIS applications can provide insight into the vari-
of ways computer imagery can benefit the park.

FORECASTING FIRE

Jan van Wagtendonk, a research: scientist working in
Yosemite since 1972, pioneered the use of GIS at Yosemite
and throughout the Park Service. When a GIS worlstation
was donated by SUN Microsystems to the Park Service in
1990, van Wagtendonk was quick to recognize its poten-
tial benefits in fire management. Van Wagtendonk, along
with researchers in other federal agencies, developed a GIS
program 1o help predict fire behavior,

Before the computer could spew out fire behavior pre-
dictions based upon data analysis, many elements affect-
ing fire had to be laboriously entered into the computer.
The data included: weather, vegetation types, fire fuel
models, fire history, and topography. Once fire variables
were entered, their effects on each other could be mod-
eled. A record of occurrence of lightning strikes was
obtained from the Automated Lightning Detection
System operated from the Boise Interagency Fire Center.
With this information, GIS is able to make statistical pre-
dictions indicating where lightning-started fires are most
likely to occur.

As more data has been included into the fire model,
the complexity of the program has increased. Currently,
the fire model divides the park into nearly seven million
small 30x30 meter squares. Each square is a miniature
muodel of the important factors in predicting fire behav-
ior, When a fire occurs; fire managers type its location
along with the extended weather forecast into the com-
puter. With this information, the computer can generate
a map showing the predicted fire behavior in four hour
mcrements. This up-to-the-minute information can help
decision-makers determine whether to suppress wildfires

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, WINTER 199%F



ar allow them to continue burning,

The fire model is not only used in managing wildland
fires; it has an important application in successfully con-
ducting prescribed managed burns—those fires actually
started by Yosemite fire personnel as a management tool.
Before conducting a prescribed managed fire, (G15 maps
are prepared to indicate special concerns such as topog

raphy, fuel models, culturally significant sites and endan-
gered species habitat, The model can then be used as a
guide in creating a prescribed burn that will reduce dan-
gerously high fuel loads while protecting sensitive
resources. As van Wagtendonk states in his analysis of
(515 in fire management and research, G1S applications
can assist in “fire planning, suppression operations and
post-fire rehabilitation efforts”

LAND USE PLANNING
Land use issues are always complex; but especially so in a
national park where heavy visitor use must be balanced
with protection of the natural resources. Such issues are
addressed in the Yosemite General Management Plan
{GMP} which was released in 198(). Since its release, the
GMP has been augmented with the Valley Implemen-
tation Plan (VIF). The VIP is considered a more detailed
approach to planning concerns in Yosemite Valley. A large
part of this sophisticated approach can be credited to the
use of GIS as a planning tool. The VIP uses 12 themes
derived from four broad areas of concern: Biotic
Resources (sensitive habitats, vegetation, etc.), Scenic
Resources (scenic vistas, GMP scenic areas), Geo-Hazards
( flood plains, rock fall zones) and Cultural Resources (cul-
tural landscapes, historic districts, archacological sites).
Areas within the valley were rated for each of the twelve
themes indicating the impact that development would
have upon that specific area, Hazard areas were immedi-
ately eliminated because of safety concerns. The twelve
themes were then layered upon the map illustrating com-
plex spatial relationships. The final product was a sensi-
tivity map of Yosemite Valley indicating areas in which
development would severely impact fragile ecosystems.
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Wildlife sensitivity in Yosemite Valley, Using this map, park ma
agers dre able 1o determing which dreas are the piost sensttive 1

development.

HUNTING FOR HABITATS

Without leaving the confines of his small comput
space in the Research Center, Meyer can make significa
progress in locating rare and endangered speciesin t
field. Given the characteristics which make up suitabili
of the habitat of a particular species, Meyer can generil
maps showing likely locations in the park to detect ha
to-find species of flora or fauna.

In 1988, a team of researchers used GIS-generat
maps to assist in locating sites favored by the great gr
owl. The great gray owl, found in California only arou
the environs of Yosemite, is considered to be one of t
rarest species of birds in California. Locating nesting si
of the owl is difficult; not only is the geay owl rate, i
secretive; too. In the search for the grav owl, the compu
rivaled binoculars in its ability to locate this elusive bre
of bird. Data was entered into the program regardis
meadows and surrounding forest vegetation of fave :
nesting sites. The resulting map narrowed the scope
field studies to the most likely sites. The survey disco
ered twice as many owls as were previously known
inhabit the Yosemite area, doubling the number from
to 52 birds.

In the search for the great gray awl,
the computer nvaled binoculars in fts

abiliity to locate this elusive breed of bir

With the speed of a few keystrakes, Meyer can chany
his view from a historical perspective of the park toa v
of Yosemite's future as predicted by a programm
model. He does not, however, sit in front of a crystal b
The Geologic Information System 15 one of the new
tools for protecting one of the oldest treasures on ea
But the GIS system is only a tool to be used in the st
ardship of the park. Yosemiie's future rests not with co
puter programs but with the wise management of t
national treasure. The fate of the park lies within t
heart and hands of a nation of people who realize that
Mational Park System is a priceless treasure, worthy
continued support and commitment,

Jeff Lahr, who resides in Santa Maria, teaches social stud
at the junior high Tevel, and spends his sumnrers in Wawol
as a ranger naturalist, He contributed the article on b
research in the Winter, 1995 rssue of Yosemite,
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& The San Francisco Chromicle, December 18, 1995, Reprinted with permission.

California mountain lion has an image problem. support mountain lions.” That sentiment apparently has
ace a big-eyed, bewhiskered symbol of the vanishing changed, even though jellyfish, lightning, dogs and bees
W, the cougar has recently been portrayed as the fur- each account for more fatalities in North America than
ing equivalent of a serial killer. Since the 1994 deaths mountain lions, according to wildlife experts. " Look at all
twi women—the first people kilied by cougars in the people who die from dog attacks and bee stings.” said
lifornia in 85 years—mountain lion sightings and Michael Sewell, a Marin wildlife photographer who spe-
unters, both real and imagined, have made front cializes in taking shots of predators, including mountain
news up and down the state. And some experts lions. "We hear very little abott them.”
ve the media hype has unfairly exaggerated the dan- “Mountain lion attacks are like the neighbor who
= this reclusive cat poses to the public, buries his wife in the back yard. It doesn't happen often,
“Mountain lions have become the big bad wolf. but when it does, we hear about it for days. Come to think
¥ re the victims of media and political sensational- about it, we have more guys burying their wives in their
n. said Bill Yeates, president of the Mountain Lion back yards than we do mountain lion attacks” But Jeff
andation, a Sacramento-based group that led the 1990 Weir, assistant deputy director of state Fish and Game,
it for Proposition 117, which imposed a ban on hunt- said the extravagant coverage given lion attacks is not
mountain lions. “Every time a lion is sighted, the necessarily out of line, given the potentially herrific con-
sdia does a pretty good job of scaring Californians sequences of such an assault.
Bout their wildlife,” said Yeates. “When we first started “T think in some cases the media has overstated the
smating Proposition 117, people 1 talked to were concern, and sometimes they have inadvertently mixed
dighted when they found out mountain lions lived in their facts up,” said Weir, *The aceuracy has not been con-
sir state. They loved the idea that California could still sistent.” Nevertheless, said Weir, “there is legitimate rea-
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son to pay attention to the dangers: When people pet
stung by bees, they may die of an allergic reaction. But
when vou get killed by a mountain lion, its because
yow've been bitten in the back of the head and your
innards have been eaten. There's a qualitative difference

Citing public safety concerns, Governor Wilson signed
a bill this year asking voters to repeal Proposition 117 in
a March ballot initiative. Since 1890, there have been ten
reported attacks in California invelving twelve victims;
eight of the attacks have taken place during the past ten
years. Five peaple have died in the attacks, including the
two killed last year. An estimated 6,000 of the big buff-
colored cats now live in the state, up from 2,000 in 1972,
With the lion populstion multiplying, encounters with
humans have increased. With each recent encounter,
media attention has increased.

In most cases the true nature of the big felines has
been distorted, say experts, through the tendency of the
media to anthropomorphize wild animals—to attribute
human motivations to their behavior. Wildlife authori-
ties emphasize that mountain lions are neither benign
Disney caricatures nor ravenous monsiers craving
human flesh, but complex predators struggling to sur-
vive.

“In this as in many situations, journalists need
remember a sense of proportion,” said Tom Goldstein,
dean of the graduate school of journalism at the
University of California at Berkeley, “They need to be
more expert, and they need a sense of context and history.
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When views fluctuate wildly, reporters should take th
time to secure a deep understanding of the situation.”
The anti-cougar mood pervading the state capitol a
the media also seems to be contributing to increasi
numbers of mistaken sightings and false claims of attack
“We've had about 20 sightings in recent months, b
we've only confirmed one,” said Benicia police Lieutena
Mike Dialey about mountain lions in the East Bay.
And earlier this month, a reported ‘attack on a Nap

County turkey hunter yielded no physical evidence of th
encounter. Robert Nakatani, Jr. said two mountain lof
approached as he was calling wild turkeys. One of th
lions pounced on him, Nakatani said, biting his foa
Nakatani said he was able to shoot and wound the anl
mal, injuring his own foot in the process. But Departmef
of Fish and Game trackers found no lion hair, blood
tissue at the site. Fish and Game investigators dropped th
case after a few days, saying that they should have foun
some evidence if an attack had taken place.

Although Nakatani's story was considered thin |
wildlife experts from the beginning, the alleged encountd
set off Northern California’s latest round of anti-lig
publicity. Cougar advocates complain that first reports g
the December 2 incident led television news shows a
were played prominently in some newspapers, but le
attention was paid to the subsequent revelation thi
Nakatani's tale was riddled with inconsistencies.

“The media makes it seem like the state is crawli
with mountain lions, when most dedicated hikers spet
their entire lives without even seeing a track,” said Sewel
“And as relatively rare as lions are; seeing one should be
thrill, not a reason for fear” Sewell said he was drivid
with a park ranger at the Point Reyes National Seashal
recently “when we were flagged down by a jogger wh
asked us with terror in his eyes it he were in any dang
from a mountain lion attack. t's sad, because all the di
information is preventing people from enjoying the o
doors.” Sewell said reasonable caution should be exercise
in lion country but added that the chances of bein
attacked are extremely remote, which he says is not bein
adequately conveyed to the public.
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MOUNTAIN LION RESE

BEGINS IN YOSE

Last year Yosemite's wildlife biologists received more
n 100 reports of mountain lion sightings in Yosemite
Miey. [n a few cases, the lions displayed atypical behay-
such as sleeping in a campsite in Upper Pines
smpground and dragging a dead coyote through the
Village tent cabins. As a result, concerns over bal-
ing the safety of visitors who come to Yosemite each
and protecting the mountain lions wha inhabit the
prompted biologists from the National Park Service
«l the National Biological Service to meet and discuss
issue, The cum.lusmn although anecdotal observa-
s have provided some insight into basic mountain
@hﬁ'ﬁumﬂmgmfew years, scientific informa-
 is needed to- developa sound program of mountain
‘management, This is when Yosemite wildlife
y rchers &tep inte action..
The mountain lign, m'ismnﬂamﬂe of how wildlife
purch assists’ ﬂfeﬁdﬁﬁmlmme in its mission Lo
ve and protect the natiira 5_:"_"' jurces in our national
- In this case, park management must decide how to
ance visitor safety with perpetuating a healthy, natu-
functioning population of these magnificent ani-
Park Service policy reqguires that resource
magement decisions have a sound scientific basis, so it
p to wildlife researchers to provide this data.

NTIFYING THE ISSUES

Hesearch biologists from the National Biological
ce (NBS] work with Yosemite's wildlife management
¥ o identify and address resource issues, After assess-
information needs, researchers design studies to
specific questions. In the case of mountain lions,
might ask: Does the: mere presence of mountain
s pose a threat? Is appn}':nthﬂbltuuﬂamh humans
Sespread throughout the population or hmﬁ‘ﬁ% afew
#vidual animals? Are humans contributing to appar-

changes in mountainlon behavior? How can the ani-
& behavior clues be used to evaluate the level of risk
Bumans? Researthzrsl'iﬁ?a"i'nﬁempt to answer these
stions by developing. anﬂtgatmg avariety of possible
tions.

hiypothesis is that lions using Yosemite Valley dif-
Srom lions elsewhere, Based on biologists’ knowledge
mountain lion ecology, researchers hypothesize

that lions using the Valley are younger transients search-
ing for an open territory. These animals aré typically
undernourished and underweight and may be inhabiting
Yosemite Valley because the high density of people makes
it marginal habitat for older, more mature lions.
Alternatively, mountain lions may be attracted into the
Valley because access to human food has created artifi-
cially high populations of TaEE00Ns mgmns, aml mulc.
deer. These animals; along with pets, pr ;

ily available prey base for lions. 1t may 2 poss
that lions inhabiting ‘l’naﬂ“ité"«‘al%y;r aﬁm&mn}ed

to seeing people that tha;gmu longer have an innate fear
of humans:

RESEARCH IN THE mﬂ#

To furtheraddress th@e‘-hppthESﬁ, research biologists
propose capturing and. installing radio transmitters on
mountain lions in Yas:mltﬁ"fa]ley where they will com-
pare the behavior nﬂd!mlﬂgy of this group with a con-
trol group in Yosemite's Pate Nalley. By collecting feces on

a regular basis, they can determine if there are dietary dif-
ferences between ﬂ:egruumeNh from the fecal samples
will also be used to identify and characterize the diets of
individual lions, When the lions are captured, researchers
will collect information on their age and sex to determine
if certain ages and sexes of lions are more likely to behave
one way or another. They will also document how lions
react to people in Yosemite Valley and compare it with
reactions of linmmﬁuw ﬁ&m Mﬁﬁﬂs t,'rnm
pleted, Yosemite resource managers
with results, remmmmdatlﬁmg@;;dﬂhwmﬂm :

The proposed mountain lion study, ﬁnmwbﬂ’ﬁ%( the
Yosemite Fund, is typical of other wildlife projects éon-
ducted in Yosemite. "Ibf&ate the list of qpemmﬂ;ﬂl’mﬂ
includes h:ghqm_,ﬂgep, black bears, peregnnfﬂmns,
great gray owls, mountain beavers, white-tailed piarmi-
gan mﬂﬁﬂﬂi@gmund squirrels. Cur:cnﬂw#ﬁm'l:h is
s on bats, brown-headed cmvb:rdt. and
amphﬁhm Kb a1l these instances, wildlife reasearch has
been desi@ied to enable the park’s resource managers to
nmiake mfcfm;ed decisions about preserving and protect-
ing Yn:ems,gﬂueless wildlife resources.

Les Chow is a research biologist for the NBS in Yosemite.
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In looking for artistic inspiration, Steve has trained him-
self to look beyond the obvious. He is as much inclined
torturn his attention to the seemingly insignificant plants,
animals, and rock formations he encounters along the
trail as he is 1o focus on "megafauna” such-as bears and
wolves, He prefers to consider himself to be not a “wildlife
artist™ per se; but a painter of wilderness. He views the
natural world not as a series of static portraits but as a
dynamic process, the sum of many parts all intricately
enfwined, the wholeness of which can only be hinted at
and painted about,

1 want to make my images timeless and ageless,” he
says, “to portray the depth of wisdom and longevity the
wilderness possesses. Tt's constantly being reborn. 'm

adopting Muir’s language of the earth as alive, o |
treated with respect and love, not as a material resoun
or as something for us to conquer.”

“This grand show is eternal,” wrote Muir. "It is alwal
sunrise somewhere; the dew i1s never all dried at onced
shower is forever falling; vapor is ever rising. Eternal sul
rise, eternal sunset, eternal dawn and gloaming, on s
and continents and islands, each in its turn, as the roun
earth rolls”

When Steve does depict bears and wolves, it's often|
a way that subordinates them to their surroundings. Thi

appear as diminutive forms in-a vast landscape; or as dil
shapes camouflaged amid wild brambles or behind)
screen of tender flowers and grasses. The settings




e’s paintings put wildlife in perspective while enhanc-
the shapes of mountains, sireams, trees, clouds, snow-
flowers, and many other elements that comprise the
matis persomae of the wilderness stage. They play out
ir diverse roles in the grand spectacle of nature as
yihing from supernumeraries o chorns members,
i second-string plavers to star performers,
The only actors not visibly playing a role in Steve's
sntings are humans, The decision to exclude people is a
cious one, “At this point, in history” he says, “we're
roving wilderness rapidly, T want to portray an ideal
s opposite what's really happening today, I'm not say-
that humans shouldn't be in the wilderness, or could-
it or don't belong. 1 know that we can, For hundreds
thousands of years, people lived in the wilderness and
't ruin it. But in the last 150 years, we've developed
pawer to destroy it. There are many very good artists
paint people—Native Americans and mountain
. for instance—in the wilderness. I feel I'm best at
raying a wildernéss without a human influence or
ive presence.”
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Spring Forum Set for March 30

YA's annual Spring Forum is scheduled
for Saturday, March 30, 1996, in Yosemite
Valley, This popular member event will
teature a full day of informative presen-
tations on a variety of topics such as
Yosemite  history, natural history,
resources, and management,

The day beging at 2:00 a:m. with a
check-in to receive name badges in front
of the East and West Auditoriums behind
the Valley Visitor Center. There will be a
series of concurrent sessions throughout
the day with a break for lunch on your
own. Members can choose from. a variety
of hour-long talks, slide shows, and walks
(weather permitting). At 5:00 p.m. mem-
bers and speakers will gather for a wine
and cheese hour

AS50CIATION DATES

March 30, 1996: YA Spring Forum,
Yosemite Valley

]l.ll‘lr' 21-27,1996: YA Work Trip.
Tuolumne Meadows

August 4-10, 19962 YA Work Trip,
Tuolumne Meadows

August 25-31, 1996: YA Wark Trip,
Sunrise iwrea

FOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, WINTER 1998

Among this year's speakers is wilder-
ness artist Stephen Lyman whose paint-
ings are featured in a2 handsome new
book entitled Into the Wilderness, an
Artist’s Joursey. Dianne Ganner, from
the Fresno Wildlife and Rehabilitation
Center will treat members to a presenta-
tion centeréd around five birds of prey.
Mountain lion expert Kevin Hansen will
share his research and separate fact from
fiction about the life and habits of
cougars, Renowned climber Mike Corbett
will return to share his expertise on the
history of climbing. Pete Devine; Edu-
cation Director of Yosemite Institute,
will take folks on-an-early morning bird
wall. Historfan and YA seminar instroc-

September 7, 1996: 215t Annual Meeting,
Witwona

September 22-28, 1996: YA Work Trip;
Yosemite Valley

October 612, 1996: YA Work Trip,
Yosemite Valley

tor Stan Hutchinson will lead mem
“In the Footsteps of fohn Muir! M
other programs are planned focusing
the park’s wildlife, archaeology, hist
architecture, and much more.

Members have already received de
about the Spring Forum by mail, ingl
ing a reservation form for lodging in
park. Everyone is encouraged to pre-n
ister for the event by returning the ¢
from the mailing along with $10 for
person attending. All those who pre-
ister will receive a finalized agenda in
mail shortly before the event.

If you have any questions, please
Holly or Connie at {2093 379-2317,

209/379-2317

If vou're planning 3 trip to Yosemite angd
tquestions, wive aur phone ling a call be
the howrs of 9:00 wm, and 4:30 pan. M
through Fridsy. We don't make reservati
but we can give appropriste phone num
and usually lots of helpful advice.



e 50 2| Yolunleer

: in Yosemite!

! YA members who
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extended pdriods of
their disposal might ke toparticipatein the Volanteer
un i Yosemite Vialley ar Taelunmne Megdows, From April
i Oigtoberthe Association needs approsimately 30 vilun-
Tosemite Valley to/staff both the membership booath and
wstum Gallery and 1o dinroduce and operite the Visior
» Drientation Slide Show, The Gallery work involves
v track of vistation and answering guestions.aboual the
15 and the pack, The Orieatation Shde Show s presented
West Anditoriom 1o welcome visttors and proyide an
uckkon 1o Yosemite: AY the membership booth, volunteers
of MUmMerius visitor induiries and, whign dppropriate,
be the work of the Associntion wnd encourage tmember-
abtsummer the volanteers enrolled more than 500 new
mbers, These valunteers stoy in shared campsites in the
foral least & momth, work a 5 day work weel, dnd feceive
tied ol 56 per worliday,
silumne Meadows, volunteers serve as hosts at the semi
mnpreround and assisl the Park Service maturabists by
ing visttor questions. The Tuolumne season: s shorter —
heend of Tune through August, Yoluntesrs need to plan
i tmiert oF 4-6 weeks and stay inostent; simall-camper
I the Toshimne Meadows Campground. Like the Valley
euts; they swiork o Sdiy work week and receive a stipend of
vorkeay,
ther of these positions interests you, pléase write or call

-2 7 for an application

Yolunteers Needed for Member Worktrips

The successfil and populae YA Member Workteips are now in
the planning stages. Tach year YA otters this opportunity for
meinbers o valunteer forafive day revegeration project under
the supervision of the Resources Muanagement Division of the
Wational Park Service, which relics almost entively on volunteer
fahor tetaceantplish o variely of restordiion projects. Mow in fts
ninth séason, the YA Workivip Progrun provides some of that
much-needed lbor gnd is 2 cooperative ventire with several
ather ormmizations, The Yosmmite fnstibute contributes the Ted-
erslip ad fod service, the Mationad Park Service dicects the pro-
jecty, and the Yosemind Concession Serices Corparation dotiates
the erucial financhl nnderwritlig that mukes it all possthle,

For tho 1996 season, there will be fve workteips, Toolumne
Meadows will be the location for two of the summer trips, July
21-27 aacl August 4-10. The popular backpocking working to
¢ area will- take place Aogust 25-31, And
Wesernite Valley will be-thie setting for twa full worktrips the
wieks of September 2228 ond October 6-12.

In each of the teips, 15 members camp woeether in special

the Sunrise L

lentsites from Sunday afternoon o the following Sty
morning The avtual work schedule soes From Monday 1o Friday
with a day off mid-week, Participants bring their own camping
equipment and pechonal geari abl meals ace provided by the
Yoserite Institute

Waorkinp participants need 1o be in good ealth: There will be
a varicty of jobsduring the week, and many can be physically
demanding, especally at higher elevations: Despate the hand
wiirk ivalved, members toke P il i provieding the crocmal vil
wnteer laboy for restoratbon projects and are gratelal Gor the
opportumity 1o “give something back” o the park, If vou are
imterested in signmg up for one Gl these trips, write or el Holly

or Connre gt (2091 379-33 17
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SEMINARS ‘96

The catalog is out! Join one of the excel-
lent instructors who will be leading a
small group to explore and learn about
Yosemite's grandeur. The spring jaunts
and a foothill wildflower course taught
by Mike Ross in the Merced River Canyvon
are expected to Al quickly, so sign up
soon. A foothill birding class will give
participants a chance to see a flurry of
visiting and resident birds; several new
Yosemite Valley spring walks will hike to
waterfalls, look at the meadow azaleas,
and revel in the glorieus greening mead-
QWS

Summer backpacks are abundanit in "6
for beginners through advanced hikers.
New clagses {which include indoor lodg-
ing) are planned a1t White Wolf and
Crane Fiat, Outdeor phote workshops
abound, starting in February — from
beginner to professional levels of exper-
tise. Several drawing and painting

YOSEM|TE AYSOGCIATION, WINTER | %98

courses are offered in 1996, the earlies
starting late April. Interested in journal
writing? Sign up for one of the new
nature writing workshops scheduled in
Tuolumne Meadows this July.

Enroll in classes soon, as most fill early
in the year. Ask for Penny or Lou in the
YA seminar office (209/379-2321) if you
have any guestions. We look forward to
helping you enjoy an outdoor learning
vacation in vour favorite national park!

Alsup and Eckart
Re-elected (o YA Board

Incumbents Bill Alsup and Bob Eckart
have been re-elected to new six year
terms on the Yosemite Association Board
of Trustees. Nominated by committes,
Alsup and Eckart were unopposed for
their seats and, as provided in the
Association's by-laws, declared winners
without the balloting process,

Bill Alsup is a resident of Oakland and
Midpines and has
been hiking and phao-
tographing the Sierra
and Mariposa region
singe 1974, An attor-
ney for the San
Francisco  firm of

Morrison & FPoerster, Bill attend
Harvard Law Schooland both served
a law cletk for Justice William
Dousglas and worked as a civil rigl
laweyer in Mississippi early in his care

Devoted 1o Yosemite, he was one off

founding members of the Yosen
Restoration Trust serving on its boal
as well. In 1988, the Association py
lished Such A Larnclseape! in which hi
photographs illusirated the 1864 Bre
expedition. An active board mem
Bill has written a number of articles
the members’ journal and has alsa
three wilderness phote backpach
trips for YA involving camps at céng
and scenic places.

Bob Eckart has a
long personal history
with Yosemite. Both
he and his wife grew
up in the park in the
1940s and attended
the local grammar school, He receivé
BA degree from University of the Pad
and an MBA from the University
California. While residing in the
Avea; he and his family spent much
their free time back in Yosemite. In 19
they returned to live in Mariposa Coul
and Bob became the Vice-President
Credit Administrator of the Yoseq
Bank.

Bob' has expressed gratitude
Yosemite for giving him “tremend)
physical and spiritual pleasure by proy
ing a spectacular and unparalleled
ronment in-which to recreate and refs
the senses.” He looks forward to conti
ing 1o servie on the Board of the Yos
Association which he sees as “one o
park’s grand guardians”

The Association Board of Trusted
clearly fortunate to continue to b
from the talents and energy of these
able men,
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Lard Mo: Expires:

07505 Yosemite Association Baseball-5tyle Cap.
Chur YA caps are made of corduroy with an adjustable strap at the back so that one size

{redit card orders call: (209) 379-2648 Monday—Friday, 8:30am~4:30pm

Color Description

Subtotal:

Less 15% Member's Discount:
Zip: SUBTOTAL A1
7.25% Sales Tax (CA customers only)
Shipping Charges:

Association, P.O. Box 130, El Portal, CA 25318 TOTAL ENCLOSED:
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New Campground Reservation
System Begins

O January 15, 1996, the reservation system
for Yosemite campgrounds underwent sig-
nificant changes, Mistix, the company
which had previously handled campsite
reseryations, has been sold to a new parent
company called Destinet. In response 1o the
increasing volume of calls and dissatisfac-
tien with the reservation system, the
MNational Park Service requested that
changes be made in the reservation system
for all parls,

In this new system, reservations will
become available on the 15th of each month
for a one-month “window" four months in
advance, On January 13, reservations with
starting dates from May 15 through June 14
became available. Since this is the beginning
of the new system, all start dates from
lanuary 15 through June 14 went on sale.

On February 15, reservations with start—
ing dates from June 15 through July 14
| plus anything from February 13 through
June 15 that was still available) would go on
sale. On March 15, dates from July 15
through August 14 become available, and
on April 15, August 15 through September
14 goes on sale.

Unlike the previous system in which peo-
ple had to call exactly eight weeks in
advance of each starting date, once callers
get through the phone lottery, they will
have a whale month of starting dates avail-
able, If their first or second choice of dates
is already full, they may stifl have an oppor-
tunity to make some reservation. This new
system is designed with the hope that it will
cut down the volume of incoming calls by
allowing people to make another choice
instead of requiring them to call back each
day. This system will also-allow people to
plan well in advance of therr vacations,

Telephone reservations for Yosemite
Camipgrounds are made by calling 800/435-
7275, Hours are 7 a.m. to 4 pum. daily,
October 1 to February 29. From March 1 to
September 30, the hours of operation are 7
am, o6 pom, weekdays and 7 a.m, to'd pum,
weekends, Reservations may also be made
in writing to: DESTINET, 9450 Carroll Park
Drrive, San Diego, CA 92121,
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Yosemite Association
Past Office Box 230
El Portal, CA 95318

Adulress correction requested

Join the Yosemite Association

Yo can help support the work of the Yosemite
Association by becoming a member, Revenues
generated by the Associution’s activities are used to
fund a variety of National Bark Service programs
in Yosemite:. Mot only does the Yosemite
Association publish and sell literature and maps, it
sponsors field seminars, the park’s Art Activity
Center, the Wilderness Center, and the Ostrander
Lake Ski Hut.

A eritical element in the success of the
Association iz jits membership. Individuals and
families throughout the country have long sup-
ported the Yosemite Association throagh their
personal commiteients. Won't you join usin our
efforts 1o meike Yosemite an even better place?

MOVING?

1f o are moving or have recently moved. don't forget
T ntify us. Yoo are a vilued member of the Assocation,
and we'd [ike to keep in toch with you,

Non-profit Organiza
U.S. POSTAGE P,
YOSEMITE ASSOC

BioScienges lLibrary
Uniav. of Ealifolmia
Berksley, Ch 94720

MEMBER BEMEFITS

A member of the Yosemite Association, you will enjoy

the following benefits:

* Yasemnite, the Association journal, published on a quar-
terly basis;

* A 15%: discount on all hooks; mags, posters, calendars;
publications stocked Tor sale by the Assocmtion;

* A 102 discount on most of the field ssminars con-
ducted by the Assoctation in Yosemite National Park;

* Thie opportunity to participate o members” meetings
and volunteer activities hebd throughout the year;

* A Yosemite Association dedal; and

Special membership gifts as follows:

Supporting Member: A selection of 8 handsorme

notecards and envelopes featuring beautiful

photographs of Yosemite;

Contribmting Menadrer: A handsome Yosemite Astocktion

mug in burguidyv or forest green;

Centertiol Member: A copy of the award-winning video,

Yospsrite: The Fate of Heaver;

Life Membyr: Matted color photograph by Howard

Weamer of “Hall Domie—Storm Light:” and

Purticipating Life Memirer: Ansel Adumi Special Edition

print of “Yosemite Valley—Thunderstorm.”

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION

Lennie Hoberts, “Stewen B, Medley
Charmmatin
Sales
William Alsup Batrlcia Wight,
Allen Berrey A Grsshue, s
Ribert €, Eckart Wendy Vitta
Cheis Galleey bk g
Chisting &, Holloway |
Kathleen Orr oo Seminan
David Bobertion Py Crtwell,
Amne Schneides Crnrdinardr
Thomas 1, Shephard Les Carter,
Ph‘-"f!i’ Weber Accounting
[raniel Winlfos Claire Haley,
CGrary € Frakes; Hakkesper O
Lx afficio M 3
Andrew F Here. m“,nm‘?iwmn C
Ex afficie 2
Teffiery . Lapham, Membership
Fx afficio Hully Warmer,
Elvira Nishkian, Cuoedinoter
Fx afficto Conndy Niclsa
Burhara |, Griffin, Assrstarif
INEE Represenbinfive: Secretary
Rick EJIIMJ\ mm
MPE Bepresentitive
Yosgmite
Editor
Kriatin Fylag

Yose/\Nite

Cover photo/insst by fohm G Van Winkle:

is puliliched quartery for members of the Yosemite Associmtion. 1t s edired by Holly Warner and produced by flobin Weiss Sraphic Destgn, Gop
Yoie it Associngion, Submission of maniecripte phologmphs, and ather materals B wilcoimed. E-mail can be sent b YOSE Weenite_Asiocd
Wehsite: hitpalyesemile.ong







	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16
	page 17
	page 18
	page 19
	page 20
	page 21
	page 22
	page 23
	page 24
	page 25

