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WINTER IN THE BACKCOUNTRY
	

HOWARD WEA

In the recently published The Perfect Art: The Ostrander Hut & Ski Touring in Yosemite, author Howard Wea

describes the colorful life and times of the stone building constructed in the backcountry in 1940 by a CCC crew . Drawl

on his 20 winters as the hut 's caretaker, Weamer relates many intimate glimpses of cross country skiing, stormy weath

anxious searches, and careful observations of the winter world, as well as detailing the hut's official history. Located appro

imately 10 miles into Yosemite 's wilderness area and accessible only by skiing in with a backpack, Ostrander Ski Hut off.
unique pleasures that most park visitors and YA members will never experience. Accommodating 25 overnight visitors a

time, the hut is usually full on weekend nights and frequently sparse on weekday nights. What follows are excerpts fr.

The Perfect Art, that reflect on two of those pleasures : the chance for periods of restorative solitude as well as the oppor

nity for lively conversation and camaraderie . Weamer draws on his own entries from the hut's daily log as well as those

other hutkeepers . The images of Ostrander Ski Hut on the cover and throughout the article, unless otherwise noted, are

by Howard Weamer who is a professional photographer as well as hutkeeper.

SOLITUDE

Solitude is such a rare feature of modern life and such a
recognized element of self knowledge, that those who wel-

come it are assumed to have attained something special.
A life in splendid isolation in spectacular wilderness is

a cornerstone of the ranger myth . In the popular mind,
rangers are distantly related to the trapper, miner or
sailor, with personalities forged by hardship, and mani-
festing self-reliance and fortitude . No more . Isolation at

Ostrander is as rare as rangers in patrol cars are common,
occurring most frequently during storms when roads and
trails are blocked by snow. And what miner would not
gladly have traded his shack for a bombproof stone hut,
the wood supply cut largely by someone else, full cup-
boards, a fine library and a short-wave radio for emer-
gencies?

This snow should end a nineteen day streak with none
in but three good friends . Came in last night, snow
frozen to hair and beard, clinging to the back of uncov-

ered hands . Started fire upstairs, got tea and shortbread,
book and Bach, and was certain Western civilization had
reached no higher development on the planet.

With the ability to be alone for a time any day, simply

by walking or skiing a hundred yards in any direction, it
is strange that being alone in the hut is so special, yet both
visitors and hutkeepers are enchanted by having the hut
to themselves . An hour or two of uninterrupted quiet,
lounging on the sunny balcony in a beanbag chair with a
good book, with an occasional gaze across the lake to the
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(Howard Weamer 12/16/77)

ridge, is as soul-filling as a sunset or a good tour . Up

point . While aloneness is not loneliness, cabin feve

very real.

I have been here, inside, in the room, alone, too long, t

this afternoon, when the snow stopped blowing sidewt
I bundled up and padded around in booties . Much I

love to ski, the meditative aspects, to approach and It
closely for long periods without cold feet, far out-we
the joys of gliding and cruising . I went to the edge of
lake to look at the Point, just visible behind the li ,
blowing snow sheets, then headed for the Clark Rat

view ridge. Snags are always magnetic, particularl
gray days when trunk colors stand out. And there
some need to be where it was windiest and wildest,
let the snow filter down through the protective lodge
and turn me as white as the rest of the world. Then it

the silence of the red fir below the hut, until I picked
the sound of the outflow, a spring cascade after all

rain, five feet across, icicles off every bank.

as a zero with a "happy face" smile inside.

Nobody at the hut or lake or anyplace, for all I kn
Nice, clear, quiet night. Venus dangling under an et

moon . Still I think too much about too little. It's a gt

time to be nobody.

(Dave Norris 1/23/77)

While both the isolation/privacy and the compa
conversation are prized, days alone are frequently no

(I--LW 1/15/80)
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No chores done, no photographs taken, no books read or
any fragments of thought unified, a truly excellent day
to be alive.

(D.N. 1/24/77)

Though even modern science admits that the materi-
dism we worship is 99 .9999 percent empty space, and

ditators seek a mental silence, in a culture obsessed
th doing things and acquiring things as a measure of

Access, it is difficult to recognize or verbalize the value of
Iothing:

The last day of the year. . .I don 't think anybody 's coming
in tonight to raise hell like last year and I 'm glad . . .I am
in more of a kick-back, reflective mood. Living up here
has that effect on me I guess . The beauty and natural
silence overwhelm me here; quite often I wish more peo-
ple would come up to enjoy it, the trees, the wind, the
natural beauty. How do you ask people, though, to walk
out into the trees and listen to . . .nothing?

(Joe Evans 12/31/73)

The dominant chord in nature is not sound at all, but
alence. Ostrander offers the opportunities, whether it be

windless forest soundproofed by snow, or the center of
he lake on a cold, starry night. But the silence we hear is

r inverse proportion to the sounds we make—the

scratching of skis, the whine of fishscales or mohair, our
labored breathing, the fatigue that dulls awareness, the
chatter of a group, or our own mind's static—all obscure
one of Ostrander's great experiences.

It is only in the silence that one hears the music of the
hut . The roof whangs with temperature changes, the

stairs ring, the floor drums and a drop of water falling
into the stove shoots though me, reminding me forever
how little I truly hear.

Winter rain
the clatter on the metal roof
Dissolving hopes for snow

CONVERSATIONS

A long tenure at a job as unusual as caretaking the hut
does turn you into a curiosity. Being in an approachable
public position (the kitchen door is closed only for show-
ering), leads to many questions which undoubtedly have
a familiar sound . Like the Buddhists ' bell, heard as clearly
on the fiftieth ring as the first, I try to see the meditative
exercise in repetition, and answer conversationally,
though large numbers in the hut make this impossible.
And, particularly in mid-bite, we occasionally feel
trapped :
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Interesting conversation with an expert on everythi
who would ask questions and not listen to answers.

(George Durkee 3/20/87)

Conversations of a full hut rise like hot air into the san
tuary silence of the room—REI, Gore-tex, vela
Synergy, first-aid, Fischer—necessities of the well-heel
weekend tourer. And some good rich laughter.

(H. W. 1/14/78)

On the other hand, the potential for memorab
evenings is great . Ostrander is a temporary retreat fro
one of our culture 's fundamental illnesses, a lack of con
munity. Without knowing each other 's stories, there c;
be no trust, and without trust, we descend into the susl

cion, fear, and litigious paranoia endemic to this count
I remember walking through the silent streets of sm
Midwest towns thirty years ago, looking through the wi
dows at family after family, facing the glow of a scree
silent, unresponsive, and alone. Without the technologic
crutches that "entertain," Ostrander presents a rare oppc

tunity for conversation or games with friends and nt
acquaintances . Though ethnic and class differences

In a vintage photo from the
Yosemite Park & Curry Co.
Archives, Mary Curry Tresidder,
an early hut enthusiast, is at
right rear.

4
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The hut is quiet and I can hear the wind outside rising from the SW
Probably midnight, and 5 of us finished an insane dice game, based on lying and deception.

ht within the group of recreational ski tourers, some
-inating lives surface around the long table at the hut.

.-1 crisis in my personal life was mitigated tonight . I 've
been feeling increasingly bored with the predictably of
my life, especially with the predictability of my social
encounters. . .But enter the party offour, one of which was
here for New Year's eve. Such a refreshing change—new
people, interesting people, providing conversations which
were not based solely on my experiences ( "How did you
ever get this job? ") rather were really conversations . I
believe that one of the real advantages of this job (and I
told them) is the interaction with interesting people, peo-
ple with some similar interests to mine but living lives
totally apart from mine . Not predictable. One is a poet,

one an experienced mountaineer but a health-science

student, one a witty woman with an exceptionally kinky
childhood, one a gentle mountain person, with a bent
towards feminism and friendliness.

(Anne-Marie Rizzi 1/26/75)

One of the deepest, continuous philosophical discussions
ever in the but probably five hours, focusing, spinning
off, coming back, a Nietzschean evolutionist/materialist
versus a mystical biochemist, and an instructor in the
Great Books program and four of his students, who were
more used to extended philosophical discussions than the
rest of us . Certainty versus uncertainty, materialism ver-
sus faith, progress versus stasis, epistemology—all the big



The dominant chord in nature is not sound at all, but silence.
Ostrander offers the opportunities, whether it be a windless forest soundproofed by snow,

or the center of the lake on a cold, starry night.

ones, all the historic arguments surfacing, the history of

	

11 :30 or so with three others ; found ourselves in comple
western thought played out in front of the stove at

	

sympathy with each other, a rare interchange.
Ostrander Lake Ski Hut.

(H. W. 1/22/79)
(H. W. 12/18/84)

Sat in the sun and finished Land Above the Trees, did
some yoga, talked to a few ravens, told NPS stories
tonight—the great wood scam, the Dope Lake incident,
the Master Plan, MCA and the "Sierra " TV series. And
my boss compliments me in his evaluation for doing
good NPS PR work! Unexpectedly talked politics until
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I had wondered last night, watching the ridge go blat
and white in the dusk, whether I had seen it too often-
it 's still very exciting, just familiar. Then I asked S .B .,
psychotherapist, dean of a medical school, now fin
maker, what the subjects of his films were : "Josef
Campbell : The Hero 's Journey"! We have spent some fa
cinating hours talking, as the wind blew the snow sid
ways. We just felt filled up. We could not have been in
richer intellectual environment, with more wonderfi
people.

(H. W 12/20/88)

Many conversations, rewarding though they may b
intellectually, are still among the visitors we may new
see again . Over the years, numerous friendships hav
developed, and the kitchen is filled with familiar faces.

Mike L . in at noon, great to see him, looks like a trip i
Utah in early March for some powder; Mike W. in i
dark, his third day out, with a black, nationally ranks
marathon runner, who was exhausted . A bowl of rarn
fixed him up—lots of laughs in the kitchen . In between a
agreeable, intense conversation with an ex-parole boas
member now raising goats in Davis for cancer researd
Another visitor remembered a ski we had taken togethi
10 years ago as the best he had ever had — more strok
this year, more laughs, more games—more people.

(H.W. 1/4/88)

Fine dinner with Art and Phyllis, in for about foi
days—salad and garlic bread, shortbread and strawbe
ries and whipped cream, and champagne. The blessin
of wilderness poverty.

(H. W 12/25/78)

Midwinter nights are long, so a variety of gam
invariably covers the table, mingling with the convers
tion . As the height of the Jenga blocks approaches the th



etical limit, conversation ceases, no one bumps the
ble, and everyone holds their breath, waiting for the
ash. And adults still play Monopoly! Chess collects kib-
ters on snowy afternoons and long evenings . There is
e rare game of Charades or Pictionary that engages the
wire hut in wickedly clever and always hilarious antics.
s wonderful how creative we can be when we can relin-
tish our best selves to an electronic alien.

The hut is quiet and I can hear the wind outside rising
from the SW. Probably midnight, and 5 of us finished an
insane dice game, based on lying and deception . These
guys have developed pauses, stutters, all sorts of devious
misrepresentations, and sometimes the dice conspire,
producing an implausible combination, so it 's a lot intu-
ition and superstition . We all won one game . Amazingly
funny, as you see someone else trying to figure out a posi-
tion you 're glad you 're not in, or come up with a winner
against all odds. So many shadings of expression; so

much evaluation of each other . And so simple you 'd
never suspect it went so deep . . .Went for a long moonlight
walk on the lake, then T and R came back from making
four moonlight runs in the bowl on perfect snow, and B
joined us to talk on the porch . I was hatless . It was just
too beautiful to go inside or sleep.

(H. W. 3/6/89)

This crew, now 30ish, uses the hut like few others . For
a decade now, they take five midweek days around a

moon, sleep late, pour buckets of water over each other
on the front porch in the sun before a huge breakfast,
throw the Frisbee or kick hack on the lake, take an easy
tour, not to ski but to reach a viewpoint, stay out way past
sunset, enjoy a late gourmet dinner, then games and play
by moonlight—a truly inspired use of Ostrander.
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JEFFREY G . LAHI

RAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS
MAPPING YOSEMITE'S FUTURE

There are many unique views of Yosemite . Some vistas are
world famous, but none are quite like Joe Meyer ' s as he
sits in front of his computer terminal . On the screen is a

map of Yosemite, filled with a rainbow 's spectrum of

color. More than a pretty picture, the image in front of
Meyer is a product of an important tool used in park
management . Meyer is the Geographic Information
System (GIS) specialist for Yosemite . In this capacity, he

brings high tech expertise to the park.
From the vantage point in front of his terminal, Meyer

can see a perspective of Yosemite that few people have
opportunity to view. Although his responsibilities are not
well known to the general public, the role of the GIS has
an increasing impact upon the park and its visitors . GIS
uses hardware and software to collect, analyze and display

spatial (or mapped) imagery. When layers of different

thematic imagery are presented juxtaposed upon one
another, this map can provide easily digested information
to researchers and park resource managers . The map pre-
sents complex spatial relationships in a way that is quickly
understood.

The simplest use of GIS is to make custom maps —
e.g . a map of Yosemite Valley showing anything from util-
ity corridors to scenic vistas . The most complex use of
GIS is to create new data by analyzing existing data — e .g.
habitat for a critter that is found at only a certain eleva-
tion, in forested areas, near perennial streams but not

near lakes.

"Until recently, it was necessary for an

organization using GIS to hire a com-

puter geek like me to coax a few results

from an intimidating computer."

"Maps have always been used for the management of

the park," Meyer says, pointing to a typical topographical

map . "For years those maps were printed on paper. By

their very nature these maps were static and unchanging ."

Meyer swivels in his chair and looks at the image on the
computer screen . "The GIS can create a map of any area,
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at any scale, integrating the relevant information fors
given task and eliminating the irrelevant . Yosemite i
dynamic, and GIS is well suited for dynamic issues ."

The computer literate may be interested in some of tl>~i
specifics of the system. The GIS computer system
housed in the annex of the Yosemite Research Center

El Portal . It is comprised of five (soon to be six) Sun U
workstations . These workstations utilize two GIS pr
grams : GRASS, and Arc/Info . Those less technically o
ented people, who view the computer as something a
to a magical box, only need to know that the workstati
is based on a computer slightly larger than a home des
top model, but much more powerful.

INTEGRATING DATA
Although a computer can manipulate information
astounding speed, the quality of the results is only
good as the data fed into it . Entering information is tin
consuming and expensive . But once the data is initial
entered, it can be updated with relative ease . Data mate

ial can come from several sources. Topography inform
tion comes in digitized form from standard topograph
U .S .G .S . maps . Data is increasingly collected by rem()
sensing devices, such as aerial photography and LANI
SAT satellite imagery.

Remote sensing devices are an efficient way to ent

data, bypassing human operators . Even in the fief

researchers utilize satellite assistance . Using GPS (Glob(

Positioning System), a hand-held navigational/inform44
tional device, scientists in the field can precisely mark al
measure sites as a satellite accurately records their lol l
tion coordinates . Deriving their position from NAVST
satellites, GIS can map : archaeological sites, histo
structures, species locations, trails, etc . This informati

can then be instantly transferred to the GIS workstatio
As we approach the next millennium, GIS

undoubtedly become a key management tool for pa
planning . Not only is the amount of information hour
within GIS increasing, so are the number of peopr
accessing that data . Before the use of computers, researO
information was scattered and uncoordinated . ResuO
from isolated research studies can now be added to t.

computer warehouse of information, ready for retrieve
when needed for evaluating management actions. TI
computer is rapidly erasing the line between pure a
applied science.

Meyer, who has a degree in computer science, explaij



right a GIS map of lightning strikes
Lie!! Canyon south of Tuolumne

lows . The high peaks show the areas
e lightning is most likely to strike.

the same information superim-
d on the topography of Lyell Canyon.

~:ntil recently, it was necessary for an organization using
G1S to hire a computer geek like me to coax a few results
from an intimidating computer . But the trend in GIS is
lov.ard user-friendly software that doesn ' t require spe-

P lined GIS training ."
During the fall of 1995, the GIS research moved one

Pop closer to bridging the gap between scientific research
pad mainstream park management . The GIS annex is
low connected through a parkwide computer network to
luny of the management and resource offices . Using lap
Or computers and special GIS software (ArcView), park
gaff will be able to access data stored in the more power-
hi computers at the Research Center. By manipulating
pariables, managers can predict the consequences of pro-
posed ideas.

In what ways will GIS assist park management? Three
*flier GIS applications can provide insight into the vari-
lay ways computer imagery can benefit the park.

FORECASTING FIRE
Jan van Wagtendonk, a research scientist working in
Yosemite since 1972, pioneered the use of GIS at Yosemite
and throughout the Park Service . When a GIS workstation
was donated by SUN Microsystems to the Park Service in

1990, van Wagtendonk was quick to recognize its poten-
tial benefits in fire management . Van Wagtendonk, along
with researchers in other federal agencies, developed a GIS
program to help predict fire behavior.

Before the computer could spew out fire behavior pre-
dictions based upon data analysis, many elements affect-
ing fire had to be laboriously entered into the computer.
The data included: weather, vegetation types, fire fuel

models, fire history, and topography . Once fire variables
were entered, their effects on each other could be mod-
eled . A record of occurrence of lightning strikes was
obtained from the Automated Lightning Detection
System operated from the Boise Interagency Fire Center.
With this information, GIS is able to make statistical pre-

dictions indicating where lightning-started fires are most
likely to occur.

As more data has been included into the fire model,
the complexity of the program has increased . Currently,
the fire model divides the park into nearly seven million
small 30x30 meter squares . Each square is a miniature
model of the important factors in predicting fire behav-
ior . When a fire occurs, fire managers type its location

along with the extended weather forecast into the com-
puter . With this information, the computer can generate
a map showing the predicted fire behavior in four hour
increments . This up-to-the-minute information can help
decision-makers determine whether to suppress wildfires
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or allow them to continue burning.
The fire model is not only used in managing wildland

fires; it has an important application in successfully con-
ducting prescribed managed burns—those fires actually
started by Yosemite fire personnel as a management tool.
Before conducting a prescribed managed fire, GIS maps
are prepared to indicate special concerns such as topog-

raphy, fuel models, culturally significant sites and endan-
gered species habitat . The model can then be used as a
guide in creating a prescribed burn that will reduce dan-
gerously high fuel loads while protecting sensitive
resources . As van Wagtendonk states in his analysis of

GIS in fire management and research, GIS applications
can assist in "fire planning, suppression operations and
post-fire rehabilitation efforts "

LAND USE PLANNING

Land use issues are always complex, but especially so in a
national park where heavy visitor use must be balanced
with protection of the natural resources . Such issues are
addressed in the Yosemite General Management Plan
(GMP) which was released in 1980 . Since its release, the
GMP has been augmented with the Valley Implemen-
tation Plan (VIP) . The VIP is considered a more detailed
approach to planning concerns in Yosemite Valley . A large
part of this sophisticated approach can be credited to the

use of GIS as a planning tool . The VIP uses 12 themes
derived from four broad areas of concern : Biotic
Resources (sensitive habitats, vegetation, etc .), Scenic
Resources (scenic vistas, GMP scenic areas), Geo-Hazards
(flood plains, rock fall zones) and Cultural Resources (cul-
tural landscapes, historic districts, archaeological sites).

Areas within the valley were rated for each of the twelve

themes indicating the impact that development would
have upon that specific area . Hazard areas were immedi-
ately eliminated because of safety concerns . The twelve
themes were then layered upon the map illustrating com-
plex spatial relationships . The final product was a sensi-
tivity map of Yosemite Valley indicating areas in which
development would severely impact fragile ecosystems.

lu
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Wildlife sensitivity in Yosemite Valley. Using this map, park man
agers are able to determine which areas are the most sensitive to
development.

HUNTING FOR HABITATS

Without leaving the confines of his small compute
space in the Research Center, Meyer can make significar-
progress in locating rare and endangered species in tb

field . Given the characteristics which make up suitabilit
of the habitat of a particular species, Meyer can genera
maps showing likely locations in the park to detect hart
to-find species of flora or fauna.

In 1988, a team of researchers used GIS-generate
maps to assist in locating sites favored by the great grr
owl . The great gray owl, found in California only aroun
the environs of Yosemite, is considered to be one of tl
rarest species of birds in California . Locating nesting sib

of the owl is difficult ; not only is the gray owl rare, it
secretive, too . In the search for the gray owl, the compute
rivaled binoculars in its ability to locate this elusive bree
of bird. Data was entered into the program regardiq
meadows and surrounding forest vegetation of favore
nesting sites . The resulting map narrowed the scope I

field studies to the most likely sites. The survey disco'
ered twice as many owls as were previously known I
inhabit the Yosemite area, doubling the number from 2
to 52 birds.

In the search for the great gray owl,

the computer rivaled binoculars in its

ability to locate this elusive breed of biro

With the speed of a few keystrokes, Meyer can chant

his view from a historical perspective of the park to a vie
of Yosemite 's future as predicted by a programmer
model. He does not, however, sit in front of a crystal bal
The Geologic Information System is one of the newe
tools for protecting one of the oldest treasures on earti

But the GIS system is only a tool to be used in the stev
ardship of the park. Yosemite 's future rests not with con
puter programs but with the wise management of th
national treasure . The fate of the park lies within th
heart and hands of a nation of people who realize that ti
National Park System is a priceless treasure, worthy
continued support and commitment.

Jeff Lahr, who resides in Santa Maria, teaches social studi

at the junior high level, and spends his summers in Wawa

as a ranger naturalist. He contributed the article on b

research in the Winter, 1995 issue of Yosemite .



e California mountain lion has an image problem.
p .̂ce a big-eyed, bewhiskered symbol of the vanishing

. :d, the cougar has recently been portrayed as the fur-
ring equivalent of a serial killer. Since the 1994 deaths
two women—the first people killed by cougars in
lifornia in 85 years—mountain lion sightings and

counters, both real and imagined, have made front
ge news up and down the state . And some experts

eve the media hype has unfairly exaggerated the dan-
this reclusive cat poses to the public.

- Mountain lions have become the big bad wolf.
ev ' re the victims of media and political sensational-
- said Bill Yeates, president of the Mountain Lion
ndation, a Sacramento-based group that led the 1990

t for Proposition 117, which imposed a ban on hunt-
mountain lions . "Every time a lion is sighted, the
is does a pretty good job of scaring Californians

n ut their wildlife," said Yeates . "When we first started
.emoting Proposition 117, people I talked to were
ighted when they found out mountain lions lived in

r state . They loved the idea that California could still

support mountain lions ." That sentiment apparently has
changed, even though jellyfish, lightning, dogs and bees
each account for more fatalities in North America than
mountain lions, according to wildlife experts . "Look at all
the people who die from dog attacks and bee stings," said
Michael Sewell, a Marin wildlife photographer who spe-
cializes in taking shots of predators, including mountain
lions . "We hear very little about them ."

"Mountain lion attacks are like the neighbor who
buries his wife in the back yard . It doesn't happen often,
but when it does, we hear about it for days . Come to think
about it, we have more guys burying their wives in their

back yards than we do mountain lion attacks ." But Jeff
Weir, assistant deputy director of state Fish and Game,
said the extravagant coverage given lion attacks is not
necessarily out of line, given the potentially horrific con-
sequences of such an assault.

"I think in some cases the media has overstated the
concern, and sometimes they have inadvertently mixed

their facts up," said Weir. "The accuracy has not been con-
sistent ." Nevertheless, said Weir, " there is legitimate rea-

© The San Francisco Chronicle, December 18, 1995 . Reprinted with permission.

JELLYFISH KILL MORE PEOPLE
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son to pay attention to the dangers . When people get

stung by bees, they may die of an allergic reaction . But
when you get killed by a mountain lion, it 's because
you 've been bitten in the back of the head and your
innards have been eaten . There ' s a qualitative difference ."

Citing public safety concerns, Governor Wilson signed

a bill this year asking voters to repeal Proposition 117 in
a March ballot initiative . Since 1890, there have been ten
reported attacks in California involving twelve victims;
eight of the attacks have taken place during the past ten
years. Five people have died in the attacks, including the
two killed last year. An estimated 6,000 of the big buff-
colored cats now live in the state, up from 2,000 in 1972.

With the lion population multiplying, encounters with
humans have increased . With each recent encounter,
media attention has increased.

In most cases the true nature of the big felines has
been distorted, say experts, through the tendency of the
media to anthropomorphize wild animals—to attribute
human motivations to their behavior . Wildlife authori-
ties emphasize that mountain lions are neither benign
Disney caricatures nor ravenous monsters craving
human flesh, but complex predators struggling to sur-
vive.

"In this as in many situations, journalists need to
remember a sense of proportion," said Tom Goldstein,
dean of the graduate school of journalism at the
University of California at Berkeley . "They need to be
more expert, and they need a sense of context and history.

When views fluctuate wildly, reporters should take tli
time to secure a deep understanding of the situation ."

The anti-cougar mood pervading the state capitol an
the media also seems to be contributing to increasin
numbers of mistaken sightings and false claims of attack
"We've had about 20 sightings in recent months, bu
we ' ve only confirmed one," said Benicia police Lieutenar
Mike Daley about mountain lions in the East Bay.

And earlier this month, a reported attack on a Nap
County turkey hunter yielded no physical evidence of th
encounter. Robert Nakatani, Jr. said two mountain lion
approached as he was calling wild turkeys. One of th
lions pounced on him, Nakatani said, biting his fool
Nakatani said he was able to shoot and wound the ani
mal, injuring his own foot in the process . But Departmen
of Fish and Game trackers found no lion hair, blood a
tissue at the site . Fish and Game investigators dropped th
case after a few days, saying that they should have fount
some evidence if an attack had taken place.

Although Nakatani 's story was considered thin b
wildlife experts from the beginning, the alleged encounte
set off Northern California 's latest round of anti-lioi
publicity. Cougar advocates complain that first reports c
the December 2 incident led television news shows an
were played prominently in some newspapers, but les
attention was paid to the subsequent revelation tha

Nakatani 's tale was riddled with inconsistencies.
"The media makes it seem like the state is crawlin

with mountain lions, when most dedicated hikers spen
their entire lives without even seeing a track, " said Sewel
"And as relatively rare as lions are, seeing one should be
thrill, not a reason for fear ." Sewell said he was drivin

with a park ranger at the Point Reyes National Seashol
recently "when we were flagged down by a jogger wh
asked us with terror in his eyes if he were in any dangE
from a mountain lion attack . It ' s sad, because all the di
information is preventing people from enjoying the out
doors ." Sewell said reasonable caution should be exercise
in lion country but added that the chances of bein
attacked are extremely remote, which he says is not bein

adequately conveyed to the public.

EDITOR'S NOTE : "Cougar: The American Lion," a sli

program focusing on the biology, ecology, behavior a

management of mountain lions in California, will be pr

sented by Kevin Hansen (wildlife biologist and author) 4
the YA Spring Forum on March 30, 1996.

	

I

Dutcher Film Productions
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S CHOW

Last year Yosemite ' s wildlife biologists received more
n 100 reports of mountain lion sightings in Yosemite

'ley. In a few cases, the lions displayed atypical behav-
r such as sleeping in a campsite in Upper Pines

mpground and dragging a dead coyote through the
rry Village tent cabins . As a result, concerns over bal-
ing the safety of visitors who come to Yosemite each
r and protecting the mountain lions who inhabit the

lark prompted biologists from the National Park Service
Oki the National Biological Service to meet and discuss
♦ r issue . The conclusion : although anecdotal observa-
kas have provided some insight into basic mountain

ecology during the past few years, scientific informa-
is needed to develop a sound program of mountain
management . This is when Yosemite wildlife

archers step into action.
The mountain lion issue is an example of how wildlife

'search assists the National Park Service in its mission to
reserve and protect the natural resources in our national
irks . In this case, park management must decide how to

nce visitor safety with perpetuating a healthy, natu-
v functioning population of these magnificent ani-
.. Park Service policy requires that resource
agement decisions have a sound scientific basis, so it

up to wildlife researchers to provide this data.

~ENTIFYING THE ISSUES

Research biologists from the National Biological
vice (NBS) work with Yosemite's wildlife management
i1 to identify and address resource issues . After assess-
1g information needs, researchers design studies to
Mswer specific questions . In the case of mountain lions,
`n might ask: Does the mere presence of mountain
pus pose a threat? Is apparent habituation to humans

-pread throughout the population or limited to a few
vidual animals? Are humans contributing to appar-

p :hanges in mountain lion behavior? How can the ani-
M'_• - behavior clues be used to evaluate the level of risk
1 humans? Researchers then attempt to answer these

Iestions by developing and testing a variety of possible
ipianations.

One hypothesis is that lions using Yosemite Valley dif-

k from lions elsewhere . Based on biologists ' knowledge
but mountain lion ecology, researchers hypothesize

MOUNTAIN MON RESE
BEGINS IN YOSE

that lions using the Valley are younger transients search-
ing for an open territory . These animals are typically
undernourished and underweight and maybe inhabiting
Yosemite Valley because the high density of people makes
it marginal habitat for older, more mature lions.
Alternatively, mountain lions may be attracted into the

Valley because access to human food has created artifi-
cially high populations of raccoons, coyotes, and mule
deer. These animals, along with pets, provide a rich, eas-
ily available prey base for lions . It may also be possible
that lions inhabiting Yosemite Valley are so accustomed
to seeing people that they no longer have an innate fear
of humans.

RESEARCH IN THE FIELD

To further address these hypotheses, research biologists
propose capturing and installing radio transmitters on
mountain lions in Yosemite Valley where they will com-
pare the behavior and ecology of this group with a con-
trol group in Yosemite ' s Pate Valley. By collecting feces on
a regular basis, they can determine if there are dietary dif-
ferences between the groups. DNA from the fecal samples
will also be used to identify and characterize the diets of
individual lions . When the lions are captured, researchers
will collect information on their age and sex to determine
if certain ages and sexes of lions are more likely to behave
one way or another. They will also document how lions
react to people in Yosemite Valley and compare it with
reactions of lions in Pate Valley. Once the study is com-
pleted, Yosemite resource managers will then be provided
with results, recommendations, and alternatives.

The proposed mountain lion study, financed by the
Yosemite Fund, is typical of other wildlife projects con-
ducted in Yosemite . To date the list of species studied
includes bighorn sheep, black bears, peregrine falcons,
great gray owls, mountain beavers, white-tailed ptarmi-
gan, and Belding ground squirrels . Currently, research is
in progress on bats, brown-headed cowbirds, and
amphibians . In all these instances, wildlife reasearch has
been designed to enable the park's resource managers to

make informed decisions about preserving and protect-
ing Yosemite ' s priceless wildlife resources.

Les Chow is a research biologist for the NBS in Yosemite.
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EXCERPT FROM

INTO THE WILDERNESS : AN ARTIST'S JOURNEY
PAINTINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN LYMAN . TEXT BY MARK MARDON.

Steve Lyman, whose paintings are featured here, will be giving a presentation and signing copies of his new book al
the YA Spring Forum, March 30, 1996.

In looking for artistic inspiration, Steve has trained him-
self to look beyond the obvious . He is as much inclined
to turn his attention to the seemingly insignificant plants,

animals, and rock formations he encounters along the
trail as he is to focus on "megafauna " such as bears and
wolves . He prefers to consider himself to be not a "wildlife
artist" per se, but a painter of wilderness . He views the
natural world not as a series of static portraits but as a
dynamic process, the sum of many parts all intricately
entwined, the wholeness of which can only be hinted at
and painted about.

" I want to make my images timeless and ageless, " he
says, " to portray the depth of wisdom and longevity the
wilderness possesses . It ' s constantly being reborn . I 'm

adopting Muir 's language of the earth as alive, to
treated with respect and love, not as a material resourn
or as something for us to conquer."

"This grand show is eternal," wrote Muir. " It is alwa'
sunrise somewhere ; the dew is never all dried at once;
shower is forever falling ; vapor is ever rising . Eternal sui
rise, eternal sunset, eternal dawn and gloaming, on sE

and continents and islands, each in its turn, as the roun
earth rolls "

When Steve does depict bears and wolves, it 's often i
a way that subordinates them to their surroundings . The
appear as diminutive forms in a vast landscape, or as do

shapes camouflaged amid wild brambles or behind
screen of tender flowers and grasses . The settings i



e's paintings put wildlife in perspective while enhanc-
the shapes of mountains, streams, trees, clouds, snow-
flowers, and many other elements that comprise the
atis personae of the wilderness stage . They play out

r diverse roles in the grand spectacle of nature as
thing from supernumeraries to chorus members,

second-string players to star performers.
The only actors not visibly playing a role in Steve ' s

tings are humans . The decision to exclude people is a
cious one . "At this point, in history," he says, "we're
roying wilderness rapidly. I want to portray an ideal
s opposite what's really happening today. I'm not say-

that humans shouldn't be in the wilderness, or could-

fit, or don' t belong. I know that we can . For hundreds
thousands of years, people lived in the wilderness and

t ruin it . But in the last 150 years, we ' ve developed

power to destroy it . There are many very good artists
paint people—Native Americans and mountain
for instance—in the wilderness . I feel I 'm best at

raying a wilderness without a human influence or
sive presence ."

YOSEriIT
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Spring Forum Set for March 30
YA's annual Spring Forum is scheduled
for Saturday, March 30, 1996, in Yosemite
Valley. This popular member event will
feature a full day of informative presen-
tations on a variety of topics such as
Yosemite history, natural history,
resources, and management.

The day begins at 9 :00 a .m. with a
check-in to receive name badges in front
of the East and West Auditoriums behind
the Valley Visitor Center. There will be a
series of concurrent sessions throughout
the day with a break for lunch on your
own . Members can choose from a variety
of hour-long talks, slide shows, and walks
(weather permitting) . At 5 :00 p .m . mem-
bers and speakers will gather for a wine
and cheese hour.

Among this year's speakers is wilder-
ness artist Stephen Lyman whose paint-

ings are featured in a handsome new
book entitled Into the Wilderness, an

Artist's Journey. Dianne Ganner, from
the Fresno Wildlife and Rehabilitation
Center will treat members to a presenta-
tion centered around live birds of prey.

Mountain lion expert Kevin Hansen will
share his research and separate fact from
fiction about the life and habits of
cougars . Renowned climber Mike Corbett
will return to share his expertise on the
history of climbing . Pete Devine, Edu-
cation Director of Yosemite Institute,
will take folks on an early morning bird
walk . Historian and YA seminar instruc-

tor Stan Hutchinson will lead membe
"In the Footsteps of John Muir." Ma
other programs are planned focusing
the park' s wildlife, archaeology, histol
architecture, and much more.

Members have already received deta
about the Spring Forum by mail, inclu

ing a reservation form for lodging in t
park. Everyone is encouraged to pre-re
ister for the event by returning the ca
from the mailing along with $10 for ea
person attending . All those who pre-re
ister will receive a finalized agenda in t
mail shortly before the event.

If you have any questions, please c
Holly or Connie at (209) 379-2317.

ASSOCIATION DATES

March 30, 1996 : YA Spring Forum,
Yosemite Valley

July 21-27,1996: YA Work Trip,
Tuolumne Meadows

August 4-10,1996: YA Work Trip,
Tuolumne Meadows

August 25-31, 1996 : YA Work Trip,
Sunrise area

September 7, 1996 : 21st Annual Meeting,
Wawona

September 22-28, 1996 : YA Work Trip,
Yosemite Valley

October 6-12,1996: YA Work Trip,
Yosemite Valley

209/379-2317

If you're planning a trip to Yosemite and h
questions, give our phone line a call betwel
the hours of 9 :00 a .m . and 4 :30 p .m . Mond
through Friday. We don ' t make reservation
but we can give appropriate phone number
and usually lots of helpful advice.

16
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Volunteer

in Yosemite!
YA member s who
enjoy working with
the public and have
extended periods of

. ; their disposal might like to participate in the Volunteer
- am in Yosemite Valley or Tuolumne Meadows . From April

h October the Association needs approximately 30 volun-
n Yosemite Valley to staff both the membership booth and

.tuseum Gallery and to introduce and operate the Visitor
. ..Cs Orientation Slide Show. The Gallery work involves
rig track of visitation and answering questions about the

om its and the park . The Orientation Slide Show is presented
West Auditorium to welcome visitors and provide an

,iuction to Yosemite . At the membership booth, volunteers
_r numerous visitor inquiries and, when appropriate,

be the work of the Association and encourage member-
Last summer the volunteers enrolled more than 500 new
embers . These volunteers stay in shared campsites in the
for at least a month, work a 5 day work week, and receive

.nd of S6 per workday.

Tuolumne Meadows, volunteers serve as hosts at the semi-
.ampground and assist the Park Service naturalists by
cring visitor questions. The 'Tuolumne season is shorter —

r the end of June through August . Volunteers need to plan
a commitment of 4-6 weeks and stay in a tent, small camper
,ten in the Tuolumne Meadows Campground . Like the Valley

Leers, they work a 5 day work week and receive a stipend of
r workday.

ither of these positions interests you, please write or call
379-2317 for an application .

Volunteers Needed for Member Worktnps
The successful and popular YA Member Worktrips are now in
the planning stages . Each year YA offers this opportunity for
members to volunteer for a five day revegetation project under
the supervision of the Resources Management Division of the
National Park Service, which relies almost entirely on volunteer

labor to accomplish a variety of restoration projects . Now in its
ninth season, the YA Worktrip Program provides some of that
much-needed labor and is a cooperative venture with several
other organizations . The Yosemite Institute contributes the lead-
ership and food service, the National Park Se r vice directs the pro-
jects, and the Yosemite Concession Services Corporation donates
the crucial financial underwriting that makes it all possible.

For the 1996 season, ther e will be five worktrips . Tuolumne
Meadows will be the location for two of the summer trips, July
21-27 and August 4-10 . The popular backpacking worktrip to
the Sunrise Lakes area will take place August 25-31 . And
Yosemite Valley will be the setting for two fall worktrips the
weeks of September 22-28 and October 6-12.

In each of the trips, 15 members camp together in special
tentsites from Sunday afternoon to the following Saturday
morning . The actual work schedule goes f r om Monday to Friday
with a day off mid-week . Participants bring their own camping
equipment and personal gear ; all meals are provided by the
Yosemite hnstitute.

Worktrip participants need to be in good health . There will be
a variety of jobs during the week, and many can be physically
demanding, especially at higher elevations . Despite the hard
work involv ed, members take pride in providing the crucial vol-
unteer labor for restoration projects and are grateful for the
opportunity to "give something back" to the park. If you are
interested in signing up for one of these trips, write or call Holly
or Connie at (209) 379-2317 .



MEMBERS

SEMINARS `96
The catalog is out! Join one of the excel-
lent instructors who will be leading a
small group to explore and learn about
Yosemite' s grandeur. The spring jaunts
and a foothill wildflower course taught
by Mike Ross in the Merced River Canyon

are expected to fill quickly, so sign up
soon . A foothill birding class will give
participants a chance to see a flurry of
visiting and resident birds ; several new
Yosemite Valley spring walks will hike to
waterfalls, look at the meadow azaleas,
and revel in the glorious greening mead-
ows.

Summer backpacks are abundant in ` 96

for beginners through advanced hikers.
New classes (which include indoor lodg-
ing) are planned at White Wolf and
Crane Flat . Outdoor photo workshops
abound, starting in February — from

beginner to professional levels of exper-
tise. Several drawing and painting

courses are offered in 1996, the earliest
starting late April . Interested in journal
writing? Sign up for one of the new
nature writing workshops scheduled in
Tuolumne Meadows this July.

Enroll in classes soon, as most fill early
in the year. Ask for Penny or Lou in the

YA seminar office (209/379-2321) if you
have any questions . We look forward to
helping you enjoy an outdoor learning
vacation in your favorite national park!

Alsup and Eckart

Re-elected to YA Board
Incumbents Bill Alsup and Bob Eckart
have been re-elected to new six year
terms on the Yosemite Association Board
of Trustees . Nominated by committee,
Alsup and Eckart were unopposed for
their seats and, as provided in the
Association 's by-laws, declared winners
without the balloting process.

Bill Alsup is a resident of Oakland and
Midpines and has
been hiking and pho-

tographing the Sierra
and Mariposa region

since 1974 . An attor-
ney for the San
Francisco firm of

Morrison & Foerster, Bill atten
Harvard Law School and both serve
a law clerk for Justice William
Douglas and worked as a civil rig
lawyer in Mississippi early in his care

Devoted to Yosemite, he was one of
founding members of the Yose

Restoration Trust serving on its bo
as well . In 1988, the Association p
lished Such A Landscape! in which hi
photographs illustrated the 1864 Bre
expedition. An active board mem
Bill has written a number of articles
the members ' journal and has also
three wilderness photo backpac

trips for YA involving camps at rem

and scenic places.
Bob Eckart has a

long personal history
with Yosemite . Both
he and his wife grew
up in the park in the
1940s and attended
the local grammar school . He receiv
BA degree from University of the Pa
and an MBA from the University
California . While residing in the
Area, he and his family spent much
their free time back in Yosemite. In 1

they returned to live in Mariposa Cou
and Bob became the Vice-President
Credit Administrator of the Yose
Bank.

Bob has expressed gratitude
Yosemite for giving him "tremend
physical and spiritual pleasure by pro
ing a spectacular and unparalleled e
ronment in which to recreate and re
the senses " He looks forward to cont
ing to serve on the Board of the Yose
Association which he sees as "one of
park's grand guardians ."

The Association Board of Truste
clearly fortunate to continue to ben
from the talents and energy of these
able men.

S OCIATION . WINTER 1996



YOSEMITE CATALOG

20493 Into the Wilderness
An Artist's Journey
Paintings and photography by Stephen Lyman and

text by Mark Mardon.

Artist Lyman has spent much time in Yosemite,
learning its special secrets and painting all its aspects
from wildlife to wilderness . Through his art and
photography, this book takes readers into wilderness

very few have experienced, both in Yosemite and
elsewhere . Enhanced by the words of former Sierra

editor Mardon, Lyman's imagery of deep woods,
water, mountain tops, and grizzly bears is extraordi-
nary and joyous . The beautiful, full-color illustra-
tions make this a remarkable book, full of surprises
and pleasures . Artist Bev Doolittle has contributed
an introduction . 180 pages, over 125 color paintings
and drawings, The Greenwich Workshop, 1995.

Cloth, $40

01700 Railroads of the Yosemite Valley
by Hank Johnston in collaboration with lames Law.

This is a reprint of a classic historical work detailing the intriguing story of the
four short line railroads that operated in the Merced River canyon to serve

Yosemite National Park . Originally published in 1963, the volume offers a wealth
of photographic material, including over 200 black and white images of trains,

cks, stations, and related structures and objects . Because the advent of the auto-
mobile meant the demise of all four railroad lines, Railroads of the Yosemite Valley

documents an important chapter in California history never to be known again.
The remarkable collection of photographs brings the narrative richness and life.

206 pages, Yosemite Association, 1995.

Paper, $19 .95

20456 In Full View—Three Ways of
Seeing California Plants
by Glenn Keator, Linda Yamane, and Ann Lewis.

n Full View

		

This is a fascinating treatment of California plants, combining the per-
spective of botanist Keator and that of Native American scholar Yamane,
with collage illustrations by artist Lewis . Included is three-pronged cov-
erage of such plants as Douglas iris, poison oak, stinging nettle, wild
strawberry, willow, pine, and more . Besides traditional botanical infor-
mation, the authors contribute historical data, Native American usages
and nomenclatures, and even poetry about the various species . What
results is a rich, imaginative, and excitingly full view of the plants of
California . 96 pages, b & w photos and collages, Heyday Books, 1995.

Paper, $12 .95

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, WINTER 1996
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07800 Yosemite Wilderness Pin.
Here 's a beautiful enamel pin commemo-

rating Yosemite 's unparalleled wilder-
ness . The latest in the series of pins for
all of California's wilderness areas, it's
circular in shape with a beautiful high
country scene rendered in blues, grays,

and greens . A real treasure for collectors.

Approximately 1 inch in diameter . $4 .00

The Perfect Art
The Ostrander Hut(!3ki Touring in Yosemite

3 1150 The Seven States of California
A Human and Natural History
by Philip L. Fradkin.

Here the author examines California' s multiple landscapes and
the different states of mind of its people in an attempt to define
essence of our country 's most populated state . Dividing Californ
into seven distinct ecological and cultural provinces, he selects d

emblematic feature from each upon which to hang a series of lin
stories about natural objects and human characters. Fradkin the
proceeds clockwise around the state with stops in the Mojave
Desert, the Sierra Nevada, Mount Shasta, Humboldt Bay, the
Central Valley, San Francisco, and Los Angeles . It' s a rich, exuber

portrait of California from a fresh and candid perspective . 474

pages, Henry Holt and Company, 1995.

Cloth, $30 .00

400 Sierra Nevada Field Card
Illustrated by Elizabeth Morales
These handy field identification car
depict the most commonly seen bi

mammals, trees, and wildflowers
the Sierra Nevada region . Illustr
with color drawings and includ '
information about the size, hab

\ and other field marks of each, the
\ cards are unbreakable, waterpro

vinyl plastic and fit conveniently

one 's daypack or glove compartm

Particularly helpful for newcomers
Sierra as regularly observed flora an
fauna can be quickly identified . Fo
plastic cards printed on both sides,
Yosemite Association, 1991 and 1
$11 .00

20

27250 The Perfect Art—The Ostrander Ski Hut &
Ski Touring in Yosemite
by Howard lwearner.

This is a personal history of the Ostrander Hut and winter
sports in Yosemite told by photographer and long-time hut-
keeper Weamer. He chronicles the events that lead to the con-
struction of the hut, then writes about its use over the years.
Drawing on his twenty winters in the backcountry, Weamer

provides personal and intimate stories of travel, searches, per-
sonalities, animals, aesthetics, and the joys of day-to-day exis-
tence in Yosemite wilderness in winter. Numerous
photographs, many in color by the author, are included along
with a pull-out mini poster identifying the various peaks and
landmarks that make up "The Ostrander Panorama ." The
book is quirky, humorous, and inspiring . 144 pages, 106 pho-
tos (many in color), pull-out poster, Howard Weamer, 1995.

Paper, $24 .95
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07505 Yosemite Association Baseball-Style Cap.
Our YA caps are made of corduroy with an adjustable strap at the back so that one size
fits all . The cap is adorned with a YA logo patch, and comes in dark blue, forest green
and maroon colors . The cap is stylish and comfortable, and wearing it is a good way

to demonstrate your support for Yosemite . $9 .95 (please specify color)

07720 Yosemite Bookstore Book Bag.
Here's YA's handy book bag made from

durable 100% cotton fabric with
a sturdy web handle . Cream-
colored, it ' s imprinted in blue

with the Yosemite Bookstore logo.
Fine craftsmanship and generous
oversized design make this a bag
you' ll want to take everywhere.
Conserve resources with a reusable
book bag . Approximately 17 x 16
inches . $8 .95

form Credit card orders call : (209) 379-2648

	

Monday—Friday, 8 :30am—4 :30pm

Qty. Color Description
Price
Each Total

Subtotal:

Less 15% Member 's Discount:

Zip : SUBTOTAL A:State :

Expires : 7 .25% Sales Tax (CA customers only):d No :

07510 Yosemite Association Mug.
This distinctive and

functional heavy ceramic
mug feels good with your
hand wrapped around it.
Available in two colors

(green and maroon), it's
imprinted with our logo

and name in black and
white . Holds 12 ounces of

your favorite beverage.
$6 .50 (please specify color)

07516 Yosemite
Association Patch.

Our Association logo is
embroidered on

colorful, sturdy
fabric for placement
on daypacks, shirts,
blue jeans, jackets,

or wherever! The
newly-designed

patch is available in

three attractive
colors : dark blue, forest

green, and maroon . $3 .00
(please specify color)

Operated by the Yosemite Associati on
ro benefit Yosemite National Pork

Association, P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318

Shipping Charges:

	

$3 .95

TOTAL ENCLOSED:



New Campground Reservation

System Begins

On January 15, 1996, the reservation system

for Yosemite campgrounds underwent sig-

nificant changes . Mistix, the company

which had previously handled campsite

reservations, has been sold to a new parent

company called Destinet . In response to the

increasing volume of calls and dissatisfac-

tion with the reservation system, the

National Park Service requested that

changes be made in the reservation system

for all parks.

In this new system, reservations will

become available on the 15th of each month
for a one-month "window" four months in

advance . On January 15, reservations with

starting dates from May 15 through June 14

became available . Since this is the beginning

of the new system, all start dates from

January 15 through June 14 went on sale.

On February 15, reservations with start-

ing dates from June 15 through July 14

(plus anything from February 15 through

June 15 that was still available) would go on

sale . On March 15, dates from July 15

through August 14 become available, and

on April 15, August 15 through September

14 goes on sale.

Unlike the previous system in which peo-

ple had to call exactly eight weeks in

advance of each starting date, once callers

get through the phone lottery, they will

have a whole month of starting dates avail-

able . If their first or second choice of dates

is already full, they may still have an oppor-

tunity to make some reservation . This new

system is designed with the hope that it will

cut down the volume of incoming calls by

allowing people to make another choice

instead of requiring them to call back each

day. This system will also allow people to
plan well in advance of their vacations.

Telephone reservations for Yosemite

Campgrounds are made by calling 800/436-

7275 . Hours are 7 a .m. to 4 p .m. daily,

October 1 to February 29 . From March 1 to

September 30, the hours of operation are 7

a .m . to 6 p.m . weekdays and 7 a .m. to 4 p.m.
weekends . Reservations may also be made
in writing to : DESTINET, 9450 Carroll Park
Drive, San Diego, CA 92121 .

Regular Members
Aileen Ah-Tye, Melanie & Frank Albaugh,
Mary Ann Alexander, John Allison, Tim &
Florencia Amyx, Ms . Angela Angove, Diane
Baker, Judy & Ken Balfour, Nicole Bali,
Charles S . Barquist, Patricia F. Bass, Susan
Beard, Corinne W. Beauvis, Kathie & David
Beckman, Wayne & Karen Bennett, Judy
Bianetti, Tom & Anne Bilotti, Chris & Karen
Birbeck, Ken Borisch, Peter J . & Susan C.
Bradley, Suzanne Brady, Eleanor Briccetti,
Charles Brittain, Amy & Mark Brokering,
Geoff Brosseau, Irene Brown, Mary Jo Brown,
Muncharee Bunyara, Eleanor E . Burt, Mark
Butler, Mary E . Butters, Karen Lowry & Jim
Canzoneri, Steven W. Caves, S . Preston Chase,
T. Cobb & M . Christie, Betty & Don Clarke,
Nancy & Bill Clarke, Catherine Collier,
Barbara L . Collins, Katherine Constantinides,
Donn A . Cook, Kris Corbridge, Elizabeth
Cormier, Robert Cotter, Art Crone, Robert W.
Crumb, Karon Cushing, Richard & Pain
Daniels, Patricia Davis, Barbara & Bill Deasy,
Michael Decker, C . H. DeFord, Diane
Deforest, Phoebe Dinsdale, John T. Dodds,
Sarah Lee & Gary Dolgin, Irma Dumad, Mary
Dutro, Byron Edwards, Angela V. Erk, Marilyn
Escobar, Lynn Ferrin, Ian Findlay, Sonya
Fouts, Laurie S . Fowler, Kathleen Fox, Dr.
Barry Frankel, Mary Kay Frech, Jin Y.
Friedman, Mick Gannon, Annette Garber,
Peter Garcia, Michael A . Garoutte, John
Gawlinski, Phyllis Jean Georgeson, James
Gervasoni, Rudolph Giron, Jim Glendinning,
Marilyn L . Goldbeck, Elizabeth J. Golightly,
Dolores Gomez, Francis Goss, Diane Grauer,
Lois Evearts Green, Laurence M. Groner,
Renee Guinard, Kathleen Haley, Margaret
Hall, Richard J . Hall, Lawrence Halprin,
Ronald J . Hamilton, Jane Hankey, Robert E.
Hansen, Daniel & Sheryl Harris, John Harris,
Rayma Harrison, Jeannie O . Harsha, Dianna
Harvey, Donald G . Hasenyager, Kandace
Hawkinson, Jim & Linda Heath, Mr. & Mrs.
Jack Henshall, Mr. & Mrs . V. R. Henson,
Josephine Herrera, Kathleen Herring, Paula
Herrington, Elizabeth Hiyama, C . D. Hobron,
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hoewing, David & Merl
Hoffman, Larry Hofman, Susan Hogan,
George Homsey, J . Elizabeth Husby, Debra R.
Huston, Linda Nix & Carolyn Hutchins, Nikki
Huth, Paula Hymon, Christine A. Inglish,
Patty Irish, Leon & Mary Jackson, Sharon
James, John Jelicich, Rachael Jenkins, Clinton
Jew, James Johnson Jr ., Bob & Vicki Jones,
Kathy Juline, R . Green & C. Justis, Patricia L.
Kamm, Dave Kasberg, Laura J. Kelly, Mr. &
Mrs. Arthur Kerman, Sylvia Khan, Robert
King, Barbara Kline, Walter & Elisabeth
Knauff, Marcie A. Knipple, Elzabeth Kotkin,
Joanne M . Landers, Lucille & George Lange,
Laurie & Phil Larish, Dr. & Mrs . Stanley

Lawrence, Mr . & Mrs . John Lawson, David &
Lisa Leeming, Marilyn Lemaster, Bonnie
Lemons, Ginger Lewis, Arthur Little, Betsy
Little, David Day & Barbara Little, Linda
Little, Charles Locke, Ruby Long, Kris Louie,
Jerry Ludeke, Paul Luscher, Cathleen
Mallaney, Diane Malley, Barbara Cochran
Manley, Richard I, . Marasse, Barbara J . March,
Anne Margis, Mr . & Mrs . H . P. Markle, Cathy
Marquardt, Ron Martorana, Mr. & Mrs . John
J . McCarron, Colleen McCormack, Denise A.
McGady, Jon McGee, James D . McGrew,
Richard & Yolanda Mcqueen, Tammy Meader,
Peter Metropulos, Howard & Susan Meyers,
Pamela Tao & David Miller, Rae Miller, Clyde
Mitchell, Judith Molle, Sheri A . Morgan,
James Morris, Bozman Moss Family, Dee
Myers, Melanie Nader, Marvin Nauman Sr.,
Linda G . Newsom, Sabine Nocker, Rebecca
Noe, Paul Norcutt, Donald North, Denise
Randol & L . Novikoff, Linda Okamoto,
Norma A . Ordonez, Mishna Orion, John Orr,
Francis Pabrua, Dale Paige, Susan Pansarosa,
Virginia Lee Souder Parris, John & Bev
Passierello, Nancie Patterson, D. Patton, Janet
Pecoraro, Charlotte Pedersen, Robert & Kathy
Perkins, Robert & Jerrie Peters, Glenn
Peterson, Richard Pinn, Robert & Wendy
Pirie, Mitch & Joan Polinsk}5 Robert &
Deborah Porec, Howard & Mary Powell,
Patricia J. Powell, Maggie Powers, Robert
Prestegaard, Mary & Gary Preugpaibul, Julie
Prince, Susan Pynchon, William Quarre,
Steven M . Rabins, James M . Raveret, Frank &
Martha Ray, Michael & Doreen Reed, Lloyd T.
Reeves, Ms . Laurel Rematore, Marilyn
Rhodes, Anne Riccio, Henry Riedel M .D .,
Philip & Deborah Ritchey, Dan & Sally Rix,
Doug Robinson, David Rojas, Gary & Sherry
Rorden, Christopher D. Rosetta, Livia R.
Rosman, Scott & Jennifer Ross, Ced Ruano,
Barbara Sakamoto, Sis Sanders, Joan
Sanderson, A . Primoza & Jesse Sandoval, Peter
& Barbara Sapienza, Dave Saums, Maury
Schaeffer, William & Julia Schaw, Frank J.
Schwarb, Lois Schwarze, Rob Selchon, Cherie
Semans, Mr & Mrs Joel Sharenow, Harriet S.
Siegel, Scott Siegel, Douglas Simeroth, Luke
Simonson, Maryann Simpson, Lois M . Smith,
Richard & Patricia Smith, Todd C. Smith, Sam
Soghoian, Kathy Souza, Gulliver Spring,
Marlene Stamm, Aimee Stein, Bonnie
Stemple, Carl Stevens, Marise Rene Stewart,
Doris Stieben, Zoe & Paul Stivers, Pamela
Stones, M .Beth Ogilvie & S. Straghalis, Dr. &
Mrs . Harvey Strassman, Andrea Street, Ken &
Sheri Stutzman, Mark Tanaka, LizAyla
'Tavares, Terry & Elaine Thomas, Carmen
Tobon, Marilyn & Jeff Toscano, Joseph P.
Tully, Merle Twyman, Joan W. Van Alst, Moni
Van Camp, Xena Van de Walle, Rose & John
Van Gogh, Catherine Vance, Michael Vawter,
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.-en Vogt, Mack Waggoner,
.- Karen Waldvogel, Diane M.

A . Wallis, David Walters, Terry
Varing, Richard & Martha

• s L . Wegland, Gail Wesson, C.
- air Whitaker, Walter Wien, Torn

anie R . Wilder, Susan Williams,
.c, Cheri & Jim Wolk, James S.

."d, Sue Wulfineyer, P. & L.
.ern Yamaguchi, Jacqueline

g Members
Tamara & James Beck, Michael

area Boehmer, Michael &
NI . B . Broderson, Marjorie L.

::ters & Robert Brown, Mr . &
- Buchholz, Tom & Scotty Butler,

Bill Carpenter, Jean Clark, John
Martine Curran, William

Fred David, Cynthia Davis, Judith
Y L . Deitschman, Chris Dokos,

Tricia Dugan, Sherri Eng, The
. Adrian Favareille, Anidelle &
Larry & Peggy Flores, Melissa
Hanson, Harold & Gloria

Trudi Hayden, Harry Ridding,
my Hoyer, Daniel & Sandra
& Steve Johnson, Harry & Janice

Pa -ieia Johnson, Suzanne Johnson,
'hnstone, Evan & Shari Jones,
roan Keyes, Barbara Killeen,
Paul & Suzanne Koehl, Jean &

ehael Kornev, Susan Kraut, Gloria
.. .and, The Lesters, Joseph Reid

v.& Mrs . Richard Maxson, Mike
v! Cormick, Kim McCoy, Shari K.
Katherine A . Morris, Mr. & Mrs.

tern L . Murray, Glenys Nichol,
•.. Peyma Oskoui, Marion L. Payse,

r-: Peterzell, Michael Plotczyk,
bkv, Nancy F. Pollard, James
card Riopelle, Joan Rosen, Edna

.as, Polly Sawin, Anthony D.
: , : ;lam & Joan Schlax, Phil Seab,

-.by. Sewell, Suzanne & Mike
•_ nette Silva, Jan & Herb Smith,

•mon, Peggy Songster, Sue Stone
Swanson, Linda Thomason,

err, Marilyn Tuftholtz, Nickie
Voorhies, Daniel Walsh,

'rntine, Roger F. Williams,
to

	

Thomas & Elaine Yeates, L.

ng Members
Archer, Bob & Lisa Barnes, Kit
no D. Benassai, Len & Arlene

Brogan, Jim S . Burns, Carole Buss,
. Kerry Carilli, Ntrs. Valla R.

& Dan Daniels, Trudy &
-t .an, Candace Embrey, Harry &

Ennis, William & Olive Euler, Joan S .

Fox, Robin Franco, Glenn Gilbert, Carl
Gnunfeld, Jeanne Gonzales, Mike Govia,
Arnold A . Grossman, Michael Hardy, Teresa
Allred/John Heaviside, Paul Jackson, Neal A.
Jewell, Ron & Tiiu Johnson, Martha Kaiser,
Michael Kane, Will King, Cynthia Kirsten,
Nina Auger & Robert Leslie, Ed Limb, Barbara
McBroom, Bruce & Jenny McKinney, Esther
Mueller, Ellen M. Persa, Doreen Pryds, Gary
Rabins, Joseph Reilly, JoAnne Riddle, Laura
Rodriquez, Bob & Susan Russell, Linda Sager,
A. Edwards & R . Schuchard, Christine M.
Simpson, Linda Smith, Monica Steensma,
Dorlee H . Taylor, Nancy Temple, Rick &
Karen Thalhamer, Sprague Theobald,
Elizabeth M . Thomas, Diane Trowbridge,
William Tyler, Trudy Weingand, Ashley & Ivy
White, Barry & Fran Wilson, Isabelle Wright

Centennial Members
Randy Aguilera, Norman & Elisa Boone, Mr &
Mrs Wayne Bowers, Elaine & David Bryant,
William & Valerie Byrd, Stan & Grace
Czerwinski, Joann Deibler, Duncan A. French,
Nancy Fritch, Linda Gast, Mr. & Mrs. J. Allan
Greenland, K. Hoots, Arjun Khanna, Doug
Leach, Edward & Lorraine Mass, Romain
Oliver Nelson, Steven Nelson, Polly & Robert
Savoie, Tom Shannon, Bertram & Gerry
Sturm, W. Thiers, Albert & Sandra Way

Life Members
Baby Alexander (unborn child of Daren &
Kolleen Alexander), Mrs . David Bridgeford,
Jim & Trudy Bronner, Kayoko Kawai, Michael
Lee, Edward & Nicholas Molari & Alice
Robinson, Pete Srira, Jim Ward, Peter & Jean
Wick

Participating Life Members
Robert Butler, Jr., David B . Fowler, Alita E.
Rethmeyer, Nancy Simon

International Members
Michael Borkowski—Canada, Jurg
Grossenbacher—Switzerland, Mayumi
Komatsu—Japan, Paulo Neno—Brazil,
Linda Ringrow—England, Tiziana Ruggi—
Switzerland, Shigeru Yamaguchi—Japan,
Hermut W. Zottl—Germany

Recent Donations to YA
The Estate of Marion Avery, Alison Fox,
Dolores Gomez, David Haley, Jack and Deyea
Harper, Charles and Christina Holloway,
Grant Idle and Michele Almquist, Joan Macey,
Gregg Nulton, Orange Tree Productions, E . B.
Pearson, Real Music, William Ryan, Schlinger
Foundation, Laverne Schnare, Ruth Sebastian,
Edith Simonson, Peggy Smith, Peter J. Smith,
Lisa Tsang, Wahneta Hall Trust, Yosemite
Hang Gliding Association, Yosemite Winter
Cross-Country Ski Club

In honor of Woody Lehman : Nancy Fritch

In memory of Bill Allaway: Gladys Hargous

In memory of Diana Babcock: Mr . and Mrs.
Robert Herren

In memory of Rod Collier: Mary L. Collier

In memory of Roylene Cunningham: Laurie
Dunning

In memory of Kelly Gleason : Paula A. Ball,
CertainTeed Foundation

In memory of Daniel L . Rex Kahler: A & K
Telecommunications, Inc ., Katherine G.
Abrams, Mildred V. Abrams, Mrs . Robert
Abrams, Gaines W. and Joanna H . Bearden,
Mr. and Mrs . Doug Beasley, Mrs . Faith Chao,
Robert Crammer, Eugenia Culpepper, Rosalie
Cummings, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Dixon, C.
W. Dockendorf, Jerold and Judith Dobson,
Aliki and George Doukas, Oleta C. Entrekin,
Hazel Fonda, Callie K. Gardner, Louise
Gilmer, David and Rita Goodlett, Mr . and
Mrs . A. W. Gregg, Mr . and Mrs. Stuart
Grossman, Betty Guzman, Gillian
Hammonds, Martin Harris, Jen Harrold,
Helen Hartley, Larry M . Hermes, Jr., Mrs.
Wilbur K. Hess, Richard and Jane Hopkins,
Rosamond Jackson, Charles and Melle Jensen,
David, Dinah and Sondra Kahler, Dorothy
Marble, The M . W McKinneys, Angie D.
McMillan, Bob and Annette McMillan, Joseph
L. McMillan, Lenore G. McMillan, Montessori
School of Conifer, Inc ., Hazel Nay, Tom and
Betty Newman, Mike and Carol Nix, Pennye
Pinnell and Robert Maxwell, Mary Plummer,
James and Muriel Powers, Earl Redfern, Frank
and Barbara Register, Loette Rogers, Frances
L . Smith, Mr . and Mrs. Russell R. Smith, Ed
and Bonnie Snyder, Ellen Stamelos, Mr . and
Mrs. Robert G. Strube, Donald and Ruth
Trowbridge, Gordon and Judith Umaki, Mrs.
Jessie Ward, S . Chester Ward, Mrs . Adele
Whitney, Hal and Judith H . Wightman, Jane),
Willis

In memory of Jon Kinney : Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert Kinney

In memory of Rose L. Ludemann: Mr . and Mrs.
William Ludemann, and Mr. and Mrs.
Furman Eighmy : the Estate of Rose
L.L.udemann

In memory of Misty Norby: Beverly Balanis

In memory of Claire Phillips: Barrie and Cay
Laughton

In memory of David Schrock: Gladys Hargous

In memory of Carl Sharsmith : Patrick
Marshment

In memory of Margaret Stigall: Georgia Stigall

In memory of Sam Yukawa: Charlotte S.
Pepping
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Join the Yosemite Association

You can help support the work of the Yosemite

Association by becoming a member . Revenues

generated by the Association's activities are used to

fund a variety of National Park Service programs

in Yosemite. Not only does the Yosemite

Association publish and sell literature and maps, it

sponsors field seminars, the park 's Art Activity

Center, the Wilderness Center, and the Ostrander

Lake Ski Hut.

A critical element in the success of the

Association is its membership . Individuals and

families throughout the country have long sup-

ported the Yosemite Association through their

personal commitments . Won't you join us in our

efforts to make Yosemite an even better place?

MOVING?
If you are moving or have recently moved, don' t forget
to notify us. You are a valued member of the Association,
and we' d like to keep in touch with you .

B i o J t,,, i. i Ice s Library
Univ, of California
Berkeley, .h7-

y

. _

MEMBER BENEFITS

As a member of the Yosemite Association, you will enjoy
the following benefits:

* Yosemite, the Association journal, published on a quar-
terly basis;

* A 15% discount on all books, maps, posters, calendars,
publications stocked for sale by the Association;

* A 10% discount on most of the field seminars con-
ducted by the Association in Yosemite National Park;

* The opportunity to participate in members' meetings
and volunteer activities held throughout the year;

* A Yosemite Association decal ; and

Special membership gifts as follows:

Supporting Member: A selection of 8 handsome
notecards and envelopes featuring beautiful
photographs of Yosemite;

Contributing Member: A handsome Yosemite Association
mug in burgundy or forest green;

Centennial Member : A copy of the award-winning video,
Yosemite: The Fate of Heaven;

Life Member: Matted color photograph by Howard
Weamer of "Half Dome—Storm Light ; " and

Participating Life Member : Ansel Adams Special Edition
print of " Yosemite Valley—Thunderstorm ."

Yosemite Association
Post Office Box 230
El Portal, CA 95318

YOSEMITE
ASSOCIATION

Address correction requested

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION

Board of Trustees

	

President
Lennie Roberts,

	

Steven P. Medley
Chairman

William Alsup
Allen Berrey
Robert C. Eckart
Chris Gallery
Christina A. Holloway
Kathleen Orr
David Robertson
Anne Schneider
Thomas J. Shephard
Phyllis Weber
Daniel Wolfus
Gary C. Fraker,

Ex offcin

Andrew F. Herr,
Ex officio

Jeffery C . Lapham,
Ex officio

Elvira Nishkian,
Ex off cia

Barbara J . Griffin,
NPS Representative

	

Secretary
Rick Smith,

NPS Representative

Sales
Patricia Wight, A

Ann Gushue, Ass

Wendy Vittands,
Warehouse Ma

Seminars
Penny Otwell,
Coordinator

Lou Carter, Ass'

Accounting
Claire Haley,

Bookkeeper/O
Manager

Sharron Law, C

Membership
Holly Warner,

Coordinator
Connie Nielson,
Assistant

Anne Steed

Yosemite Guide
Editor
Krishna Rylan.

is published quarterly for members of the Yosemite Association . It is edited by Holly Warner and produced by Robin Weiss Graphic Design . Cop
Yosemite Association . Submission of manuscripts, photographs, and other materials is welcomed . E-mail can be sent to : YOSE_Yosemite_Associ.
Website: http:llyosemite .org

	

Cover photo/inset by John G. Van Winkle.

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a . ..

Name (please print):

Address :

State/Zip:City:

Daytime phone number:

Enclosed is a check for:

Or charge credit card number : -------------- expires:

Mail to : Yosemite Association, PO Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318 . 209/379-2646

Yose/Nte

__Regular Member $25

_Supporting Member $35

_Contributing Member $50

Centennial Member $100

_Life Member $500

_Participating Life Member $1,000

International Member $35

To add a spouse/partner $5



Digitized by
Yosemite Online Library

http ://www.yosemite .ca .us/library

Dan Anderson
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