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THE DOODLE-~3US OR ANDL.TLION

While climbing dusty *re’is natura hilers n#ten weet a momert +o
watch the ant traps found in the fias dosty sell along the bases of neniders
and rocks. These nrater-iike pits are shevel ied ont by 2 groiesque 1ittles
hump~backed larva vho infists nn backirg about one's band when 1i°ted oul ef
his pit. 1If a lit+ie di»t & plssed or the Lard ke irmediately backs uuder
it with all his six-legscd spesd, but no% befors nre has shearved the lung
| pincher jaws, Those who have watched, imow how the jaws work, far the blundse.
ing ant who slides dow’ the rit is weleesned and'rsoeivel by cotwaaching Jows
and pranptly deveured. 1F he escapes end strogelse up tre cltaep, sliding welld
Itha ant-iion throws a showe» of dist at Lim and gerarally briaogs down his prey
in an svalanche,

. The ant-1ion can be seen throwing dirt with his head snd the pit
|itsel?® is dug in this manner. The walls are just ss steep as the soil will
‘permil and so in differsut Locations the traps are of different depths. The
'size of the worlks deponds on the siva of the worker,

The 1ittle trapper may have poor success and henre grow elowly,
| but socner or lstsr he benomes full grown end then mekes e sand-covered sgilk
|conoon, sleeps, trarsforms, and emerpes, & four winged shining cresture of
tha air.

WHY DO WE SEE S0 FEW MAMMALS?

A common question asked the nature guides is: Why do we see so few
marmals in Yosemite? Cf course the disappearance of the gray sguirrel
accenivates the goarcity of mammals t0 be sazen in the daytime, Hewaver, it
is nov so much that a real scargity of marmals exists as it is thet moss
mammzls forage &t night and therefore are not often seen. Had we eyes tha’
eould see well at nignt, a search would dieclose an abundance of mamnalg. in
fa~t, perhaps, even a greater population per unit area then is found wich
birds.
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: MYSTERY SEIN BAFFLES SCIENTYSTS

For two years persons visiting Yosenite have been guessing as to
the origin of 2 bezutifvl pslt with marvelously soft fur thas is now on ex=-
hibition at the Yosemits lluseum. Dsalers in furs, and even sclentists, have
been at a loss to definitely namo the spesies of animal from which the pelt
was obtained. Ome of the fommer suaid that if it were his he wouid sell iv as
a baby sea otter (sea otters, by the way, command fabulous prices) and a
visiting seientist ventured to suggmest that the animal might have Leen a
hybrid between an otter and a fisler.

This satin black skin has remained 2 mystery until recently when
Chief Renger Forest Towmsley laughingly told how it was obtained. It seems
that a number of hofize cats have escaped and now run wild in Hetch Hetchy
Valley. Two years ago a big 0ld "Tom" was shet there, and as an experiment
Chief Townsley had the hide tanned and died blacks. If only the Chief had
kept his secret the "mystery skin” might have reizined the enommous value
placed wpon it by connoisseurs --—- but the joke was too good to keep.

THE KINGFISHER

The days of the "hovse rattle" are not shrouded in the past so
long as the Belted Kingfisher lives slong mountain streams for his calls
sownd like that noisc maker of our father's day vihich was called the "horse
rattie." Vivid in ccloration, ommamented with a crest, and extraordinary in
habits is the kingfisher. The large bill is useful in capturing the fiszh
which make up this bird’s fcode The youmg birds vhich now are seen alomg
the river wer:s rearod in 2 tunnal dugs into some bank, 3 unigque nesting site
for a birds Train your eye to see a kinpfisher dive for a fhish and tune
your ear to hear him "gigrle" as he flies up or down stream, and a new worth
while sensaticon is yourse

!

BIRDS UNUSUALLY SILINT IN AUGUST

Everyone who has keunt a canary kmovs that it does not sing during
the moulting season. Likewise wild birds during their Lupust moult are un-
usually silents Where fielid trips In Junme netted a list of twenty species
of birds noted by callnote and song, trips in dugust reveal half that numbers.
The songs of the Yellow Warbler and more rarsly those of the Bierra Creeper
are the only ones commonly heard at thiz season.

SPIREA
Spirea (Spirea Demsiflora) is ons of the most delightful slumts

of the Sierra Nevada. The many leafy stems are crowded close together form-
ing a dense bush. July finds these bushes all rosy with bloom. No shrub
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in the Sierra can show any more fresh and charming beauvy then this cheub
with its fluffy flower clusters.

We import from foreign countries most of the shrubs that adom
our gardens and often value them not so much for their beauty bui rathar
for their curious shapes and remote origin. Here is a native of our oun
Sierra with sprays as feathery and sweetly tinved as those of sny ariste-
cératic exotic. Why not plant Spirea in our pardsns?

WESTERN FENNYROYAL

One very pleasing member of the mont family is the Western Penny-
royal (Momardella Lanciolata). It is found in all the lower valleys end
plains of California 2nd is common in the Sierra Nevada up to 4,000 fset.
This low bushy annual grows best in warm sandy soil and its shiny green
leaves appear early in spring. About the time Lissingia beginsg to bloom
abundant flower-heads appear on llonardelia. The sound of many buzzing bees,
the sight of rich purple blossoms snd a pleasing fragrance bring to the
traveler memories of meny pleasant days spent in the open with Western
Pennyroyal as a roadside companion. Tho crushed leaves of the Fennyroyal
if rubbed over the hands and face, are saild by some, to bring uut an odor,
that will keep the mosquitoes away.

SCARLET MONKEY-FLOWER =

The Scarlet Monkey-flower (Mimlus cardinslis) must have its
feet in the water to live, yet it is not commonly found in & swamp nor along
a rivers It is°z plant of the Mountain Spring. WHere the pure spring
water trickles over & bank among the stones, the red mimulus may grow.
The leafy stems of the scarlet monkey-flower, succulent and rapid in their
growth, produce through the spring, summer, and fall, a continual flower
shows The traveler who rests at the cardinal flower's spring will remember
it end return., The large, bright red flovers look wonderful in this plaoce
of dark green leaves, moss and fernms., The sound of trickling water is
mingled with the vibrent buzz of the irridescent Immmingbirds, who £ind in

these scarlet cups unlimited refreshments There ie a fine colony of these
flowers to be seen on the little stream near the zoo.
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