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A Night On Half Dome

By ¢, EDWARD GRAVES Yosemite School of Fleld Natural
History—159380

A year ago last May I apent one
of the mnoat enjoyable nights of my
life op the top of Maorc Rock Ip
Bequoia Mational Park The pleas:
ure of that experience inzpired in
me o deslre to find out whether
Half Dome offered similar allure-
ment to one looking for moonlight
thriits, BEarly in Auvgust my oppor-
tunity came, The night of the full
moon CAugnst 57 was chozen 28 A
Ikely date for the experience

In orvder (o make the trip (o
easy stages, for I had a heavy
load to carcy, Including s:ezping
bag, the gtart was made [rom
Happy [zles after dinper the pos
vious evening, The trip up rthe
canyen on the bridle trail in the

cool of the evening was Infinitaly
more  enjoyable than n mid-duy
hike, Camp wias: made soon after

elght, not far from the Lap of M-
varda Falls  Ag freguently happens,
the first night's camp, which had
heen thought of in advance
merely a stepping-stope to the
max at Half Dome, was oven more
enjoyable thon the secopd nigh!
EVERGREEN SILHOUETTES
My bed was laid jn a sandy niche

e
i

on a rocky ledge whehee & fine
swnep of moonlit el'ffs and domes
wasg enjoved. The lights of Glagior
Point were in full view and the
upper are of the fire-fall was &8e0
at the ugual tinme. The mwoon rase
late owver the steep hills behind v
camp and skidded along the horizon
all night long, never entirely cles;
ing the tree-tops A perfecl semi
cirele of trees. crowned with Christ
mas s=targ. framed the opposiie
view, In the bright moonlight they
could nearly all be identiffed by
shape and form. COn the left edge
a wyellow pine and Jeffrey pite
verified the following motnlng, 0
the centér a tall pointed ineense
cedar, on the rlght two sugar pinds,
ote 0 magalificent seraggly aped.
mief with black oprms and hands
reaching 1t Into the night, and o
the foreground = small hlack ony
and young red fir. A too friendiy
deer wvisiied camp several times
during the pight and, though e
gpong bie for some loss of sleep,
slte was to be thanked for addi-
ticnal pnjoviment of the mooniizh
night,

Sooonviy atorl the nexi mswnoap
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brought me to the foot of Half
Dome before the sun had madoe
back-packing uncomfortable. The
day was spent in the woods below
the dome in such wWays as arg
hnown to lovers of mountains nod
forests, the camera being an in-
separable companion. In order ool
to have to carry too much food and
water to the top, the starl wis
delayed till after the evening menl
wis over, about 20 minutes Lo b
By thiz time the last of the day
time climbers had descended and
[izlf Deme and T were alone in the
bright sunshine of late afternood
LOUENT OF DOME

A leisuraly trip up the steel Ll
der on the nearly vertical face of
the dome dulled the edge of my
burden, Deliberate actions, destroy-
ing the =senses of hurry, make =
muost any achisvement possible
About 5 o'elock "we" were on tep
Al preparations were made to an-
joy the great drama zoon to be
unfolded First, a roond of visits
musl be pald to old friends of the
plunt family (8ee Yosemite Na
ture Motes, September, 19300, In
the crevices of disintegrating gran-
ite many wvarieties of flowering
planits and shrubs were gaily flo
ishing. The several varieties of
ariogonum were particularly showy
and the little ocean spray shrubs
{Holodiscus dizscolor) were in their
prime, While waiting for the first
event of the drama, the sunzet a
numhber of bedding places were
smocthed out in niches of fino
granite dust, the one finally to be
selected depending on the directinn
of the wind at bedtime, At exactly
T o'vlock the sun dropped behiod
the line of western peaks, no clouds
being present to eateh the oolurs
ahove the borizon. The level line
of valley haze, seen -through the
srestern gateway ta the salley, took
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to itzelf & cap of amethyst and
plumn purple nod refuzed to doff
it untl after the mooirise, 35 min
rtes later.

MOON COMES UP

The drama of the moonrize, ns
seen from Half Dome, gains its
unigueness from the fact that thers
i no obztruction to the sight in Any
direction, The beholder is perched
on & rocky stool, as it wewre, amd
insulated against ouside distraction
by thousands of feet of deep-lying
space. No king ever had maore dia-
tinguished seat of honor, The ap
proaching event was heralded by a
faint light on the horizon, steadiy
gaitting in intensgity and ext=au
Hardly had the hernld's sign ap
peared than hls master, the moon
poked a corner of his hald hesd
above the horizon, followed by two
grinning eyes, Thea drama was fast
assuming the aspect of a comedy.
Perhaps it was a mood in me thst
lasted for a second only, for when
the childish legend of the man n
the moon was forgotten and the
cold silver planet was floaling elaa:
of 1ts earthly assoclations, the won
der of the universe assumed its nor
mal place In thought. Beauty
pure is almost cloving, as is any
earthly experience when carrled st
the level of perfection too long. 'So
ing down to the lower side of the
dome, which is approximately 13
acres In extent and consista of
many miniature valleys and ridges
I apent a few minutes communing
with human kind. The tights ol
Glacier Point aere shining bright
ly across the gulf of spoce and (he
flickering of the embryo firs-rnll
suggested human company nol (ae
away, as the crow [lies  though
hourd distant as mepsured by no

=

man effort at traversing the api
Al thot momont, ns IF in
to the maood, thres voung luys

T AL T
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oldest not over 15, emerged over
the top of the ladder and announced
that they had traveled since momm
ing without food to ses the fire-all
rom Half Dome. An bour of huno
gry waiting finally rewarded ther
afforts, What an answer Lo the
skeptic who says that there Iz oo
love of beauty in ke soul of boy-
ot !

CANTERA HOLDS VIGIL

The fading of the fire-fall was the
bed-time gignnl. First, the eamoera
was set up lor o slx-hour moonligns
exposure. Thiz meant arsing st
8:80 to close the diaphragm, lest any
shreds of early dawn should minsle
with the mooabesms, The warmth
of the night was really surprising.
there being very little breeze (o
blow away the davtime heat rising
from the vallevs. The ledge behinl
an which I' finally lay my sleeping
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bag, was hardly necessary as o
wind-brealk. RExcept for an occa-
gional turning over in bed to ol
low the other side to mellow a bit
the night was passed in utler obiiy-
lon of the fact that a hole bored
directly through my bed would,
after passing through several feet
of rock, open Lo 2000 Feet of unol-
atructed space, Such is our conti
denee In pature's immobllity  thit
overhanging rocksa appear ad firm
as any mountain mass,

It is enly fair to add thai
rise the next morning was an anti.
climax. No clonds, no eolor,  Just
anather day of hot sunshine through
which the wenry hilber must make
his way (o eamp and o =hower-hath
The sum total of the experience,
however, added definite riches to
the collection of monntain memories
and the photographic record will -
glat in perpetunting ts unigueness,

Hin-
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Oiling for Mosquitos in Yosemite

By RANGER NATURALIST

Visitors to Yosemite often ask
ahout the patches of ofl which they
sep in the meadows or the faet that
many of the pools are covered with
pil.  One vigitor ssied me why there
wias noooil mining in Yosemite: 1
told him that there was no ofl to
mine, He replied that he had noted
geveral places where the oil was
poging from the grouwnd.

These pualches of oil are the re-
gult of the use of oil to reducs the
number of mosguitoes. The mos-
quitoes deposit their eggs on the
anrface of guiet pools. The eggs
haleh into larvae which lve in the
pool and are known as wigglers.
These larvae broath free alr and
{herefore must come to the surface
ut shorl Intervals to get a supply of
wgywen. The air is taken through
n very fine breathing tube. If there
iz n fllin of oil on the surface of the
vrater the breathing tube becomes
agred and the wiggler suffocates
This principel alse applies to most
ol the fly aprays,

The liguid used in the spray gun
ronsistz of an oil which breaks up
Inta fine particles. All  insects
breathe through fine tubes known
aa trachea, The particles of oil in
the oir c¢log the traches and soffo-
cntes the insect. Thls spray is not
injurioee to humana as a little oil
on the inside of our nostrils does no
harm.

DIRDS, CREATURES HURT

The use of ofl reduces the numbear
of muosguitoss, but at the same time
has some very undesirable effects.
i the flrst place the oil coversd
spots in the meadows are unsightly.
and some forms of vegetation ore
killed. Many birds and other ani-

mils  are wenkonoad  oor o Bl

ADREY E. BORELL

through coming inte contact with
the oil. Last summer I found one
mountain garter snake, one yellow-
legged frog and one tree [rog
{Hvla) which were coversd with oil
and were Inoa weak condition, On#
meadow mouse waz  also  found
which had a large proportion of its
hair matted down with oil, How-
ever the birds seem to suffer more
than any of the other wvertebrates.
Bach summer numbers of birds
with their feathers malted down by
oil are seen about the valley floor
or are brought to the muoseum for
treatmient. In some cases the oll In.
volves only a fow feathers on the
tail or wing. 16 other coses most
of the body is covered. Ewven =
small amount of ol seemsz to canse
the bivd great distress. Some of the
birds die, apparently, from the di-
rect effecl of the oil, some die of
starvation and others being unable
te [y are casy prey to their ene-
mied. The bivds which suffer the
most are those which [requent the
meadows, and especially  thoseo
which forage on the ground. In Yo
gemite the Robins seem to suffer
moere than other zspecles.  Black-
headed Groshealks are second on the
list. Other species of Yosemiie
hirds which we have found suffes
ing from contact with mosquito ojl
are blue-fronted jay, Western tana-
ger, red-winged blnckbivds, Browe
hlacikbird and spotted towhee,
ATD ADMINISTERED

It iz genervally impeossible to savie
b'rds which have very much all
them. In some cases we hove clip

ped the obl-govermd Feathers From
the bird amd this scoms Looaaa i
thom Pl more eombertahble, W
hawe treied woshing tThe bhivds with
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warm soap water, kerosene or rub-
hing the feathers with cornmeal or
plaster of paris. In some cases this
zeems to help but in most cpses
the hirds do not recover,

The method now used i= Lo spray
the pools repeatedly with light oil
rather than to apply one heavy coat
of oil whe¢h would last all season.
The former method is much |less in-
jurious to the meadows and to ani-
mal life than the latter.

It is unfortunate that the mead-
owsz and so many birds and other
animals must suffer as a result of
rnzquito oiling, But undoubtedly
there would be far motre complaint
from the park visitors if nothing
word done to reduce the number of
mosquitoes.

A WIGHTLY FLY-CATCHER
By Ranger Naturalist 1, I Burgess

Being a light sleeper, T was awalk
pned by @ scratching nolse, which
apparently originated on the voof
of my tent. Thinking it was 2
monse or some other rodent, 1 went
bk to sleep and forgot the inci-
denl. ~ext night there was & re-
oseenrrence, and having my flash
light, T investigated, but was unable
to find the eause. The third night
it happened T was lying awake,
studying It over, when T thought I
saw something fly inside throug.
the small opening in the flaps. Dim-
ming my flashlight T was able to

discern n hat, probably the large
hrown. common at this elevation,
thoronghly eovering the inside of
the  eanvas,  apparently  eatehing
flies,

A eheck on the number of flies
o vetbrbnge wed oagidn in Phe early
pioeming leht vevenls the Fnel thit
prreely ooy (Hes esenpe thin ITTRATH
whngeal  nnbiand, or w I vl Rl

Ay Nightly Flyontoher
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NOTELETS

By Herbert Ao Anderson,
Ranger Naturalist

SONG OF YOUNG BLACK-
HEADED GROSBEARK

A yvoung black-headed grosbeak
was singing a very low but com-
plete song very much like that of
the spring song of the male bird
from a hidden perch high in the in-
cense cedar back of the museum on
July 23, The young of both zéxes
mre so nearly alike that it is diff -
oult to distinguish them al slght
This young male, however, had de-
veloped his song  early and  of
course showed o sex difference, at
least in note, T studied it several
minutes to be sure of the hird's
jidentity, The song was repeatod
and continued [or at least 15 m n-
utes before the voung bied left the
free,

HERMIT THRUSHES NEAR
MIREOR LAKIC

The Sierra hermit thrush, wsuaily
associated  with  higher timbered
altitudez from 5000 feet to the up
per edge of the fimbered regioas
zeems to have come down Snow
creak  thls  year almost to the
Tenayva canyon region of the rus
zat-hacked thrush, which has lo~g
heen @ favorite morning and eve
ning singer n the timber of the
lower Tenaya canyon near Miron
lake.

Bath species were heard cleasly
from the Tenaya canyon ftral
about a guarter-mile above Mireo:
lake by hikers returning from
Tenaya canyvon on July 11, at abo!
H oo'vlock in the svening. Again o

July M, n pature hilkke party o
Lhedr wiy o Sneow eeeck hoard
both apecles of thrashes Tram tha!
pespeotive sides of the tra'l af ol
WY o' davic by o Bl minrming
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White Pelican a New Bird for Yosemite
By RANGER NATURALIST C. H. (FNEAL

Look! Look! All interest in the
valley wiews [rom Glacier Polot
June 3 were momentarily forgotl-
ten. There, 2000 feet below, were
21 greal snow-white birds  with
hlock Lips on their wings =ailing up
the canyon in perfect V-formation
Such masters ol the air were they
that only an ocecazional beat of
their wingz was necessary Lo propel
them forward at great speed. Theit
enormous slze, their tendency to
gmil In wnison and their perfect for
mation gave them the appearance
of a sguadron of pure white air
planes as they wheeled and cireled
aver in perfect accord with their
leader,

The wide expanse of glistening
waler near housekeeping hoadguar-
ters tempted them lower in hopes
of a dellcious meal of trout, bhut the
campers werg too abundant., Soar
ing higher and higher they sailed
far Mirror lake. Here, too, the
presence of 50 many people fright-
ened thom upward into the Tenays
ennyon. Sesmingly unable to find
nn opening through the eanyon they
wheeled and came down to Tndian
eunyon, where they were lost to
view. After a few minutes a lone
seoul went far up Tenaya canyon
and then returned. Scon appeared
tlie entire flock and they rapidly
disappeared from view, seemingly
i the way to Tenaya lake,

FIRST OF RECORD

There glpantie pelicans, with a
wing aspread of from elght to nine
feet, are pommaon residents on large
hodies of water inland from the
Salton Sea to the San Joagquin snd
Sncramenta valleys to Lassen and
Modoo pounties,. They nre seen @ad
migrnnts in Central and Southern

California. So far as is known this
{8 the first record of a pelican fligh
over Yosemite Valley, go it adds one
more specles to our growing check
Izt far Yosamite National Park, In
our May issue of Yosemite Nature
Motes, 188 species and sub-spoefes
of hirda arve recorded as having
been observed In the 1178 square
miles of our park to that date. Thiz
becomes the 186th species, A5 o Sam
Thrasher was recently observed in
the valley by My. and Mrs, Charles
Michael, The Michasls alao wit
nessed thiz impressive flight of
pelicans fram the floor of Yosemite
Walley.

A NEW-BORN FAWN
By Ranger Naturalist C. H. Oneal

“Oh! We just saw the darlingesi
Fawn.™

“Whera?" 1 asked,

“Just over there” wias the an-
gwer, The animation of the young
lady was a0 permeating thatl scen
ery was forgotten and we wonl [«
mvestigate,

We were led to the north slope ol
Glacier Point near the tree,  Altes
a search we found the doe almost
completely  hidden in the huckle
berry oak. She had made a0 Oat bea
wid in her lying down position shse
was able to completely sereen fis
fawn. As T parted the braswehes so.
got up and walled o few  paces
away, where she seemoed more eon
cerned with eating chocolate:s than
In watching her offspring.

The [awn waz [lat againat e
ground; s knees owere doliles
mder it; its. hemnd and neck wois

I1al,
e

With the excoption of bhreath

mvermenty pmd o oechsionnd
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listless wink, It gave no signs. ol
life,
movement of bhranches
photographs could be made,

of the
that

Mo notice was token
a0

| California

The Instinctive reliance upon the
protective  coloration that  has
prvad to hide Its species through
the ages here too made it almost
itvisible, The hrown of its coak
spotted  with white made it har-
manize 5o completely with its baclk
ground that it was hardly wvisible
to the eye and the camera recarrd
ad only the faintest outline, Th.
helplessness of the new-born s
their strength, for Nature extencs
hot protecting had to the wenlt,

ANTMALS AT GLACTER POINT
Giy Honger Naturealist B, B Carlson

It i= remarkahle how tame some
af anr wrild anbmnls bheeome i they
foul povnd givien compliste
1ior, The deer
Colmethisr Pkt el
s pentians of thi

TR proitite
il mpuberels nl the
e thie D

Frutk Fovir

L_}'?

five deer have become so tame that
they constantly hang around the
vizitora, begging for feed, SBome of
the sguirrels are 2o tame they will
=it on one's hand while eating.

A ronl banguet assembly of wild
life may be observed in front of the
hotel at various times during the
day when visitors offer salted pea-
nuts.  The writer ohserved four
ground  squirrels, 12
golden-mantled ground squirrels,

*Ilnine Tahoe chipmunks, twe blue-

fronted jays and one grouse feed-
ing at the same time in front of
the hotel porch. All of these ane
mals except the fayvs were feeding
from the hands of guests,

TUDLUMNE MEADOW
NOTELETS

By Ranger-Naturalist
. W. Sharsmith

This =eason, in addition to the
regular all-day hikes and mountain
climbs several overnight trips have
heen taken to Mount Lyell and the
Lyell @Hacier, the highest moun
tain and largest glacier in Yosem
ite National Park. These ftrips
leave from the meadows at noon
one day, arriving at the timber-line
hase camp that evening. The en:
tire next day is spent on the moun
tain and glacier. The return trip i=
the following morning, arriving al
the meadows by noon.

These who have participated In
previous trips have drelared il one
of the finest trips ever taken, The
tirme and arrangementa make it
poszible for any one of ordinary
endurance to eazily make the climhb
nnd the view from the summit i=s
mugnificent. Tt also gives oppor
tunity to eamp ot thot fascinstin.
borderinnd  of  plant 1
1'fe TR ETET o L AT

vl L1 LKA

(RIT] =l 1 oy ¥
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i real active glacier, Here one can
see how mountains are helng made
and how glaciers work in carving
landscapes. One has a far more
complete understanding of the on
pin of the Yosemite Valley after
zch A -trip.

The parties are limited to 16, two
pack mules rented from the lodge
rarrving all food and eguipment
The entire cost for food and mules
divided up among the group is sur

prlaingly low, less than 82 per
!l'l:' 'S0
The Soda Springs are guite

notineably weaker in gas content
this yenr This may be due to the
heavy precipitation of the last twn
voabars diluting the water.

There has been a econsiderabie
rize. i7 the population of meadow
mice: grass cuttings are every-
where far more abundant than In
e past three seasons.

HERMIT THRUSH IN SONG

HELEXN K, SHARSMITH,

Field School 1880, Yosemite Na-
tional Park

¢ continued delight to the camp-
arg who eome te Tuolumbe Mead-
ows early In the seazon 1% the
beagutiful 2ong of the hermit thrush.
The hermit thrush is our maost
melodious and lmpressive of bird
songsters and it i to the great re
gret of bird lovers that his song
=eagan 1= usually so short.

Frinnell and Btorer, in "Animal

1 the Yosemite” pglve the
lateat date a hermit thrush has been
heard to sing as July B This was
recarded at Tuolumne Meadows in
1915, Of interest, then, are the rer-
nrds which have been kept of the
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hermit thrush zong the past two
sparomns at Tuolumne Meadows,

In the summer of 1932 the hermit
thrugh was heard singing many
times each day, from dawn to dusk,
during the firzt three waelks of
July They continued to sing In the
mendows, though in not such abun-
dance, up to the 27th of July. On
the 30th a hird was heaprd npear
Elizabeth lzke and on August 1 the
lazt hermit thrush song was heard
at Tuplumne Meadows for the sea
so0 of 1932,

The hermit thrush was in full
song upon our arvival at Tuolumne
Meadows thiz seagon (July 8, 18335,
The golden notes of these superh
soagsters  reverberated  through
rieadow and forest Onpe bird was
hioard often, singing with gusto
from the clump of lodgipole pines
hut two or three feet outside the
window of the ranger-naturalist’s
eahin He often started before &
in the morning and continued nis
gongs Until twilight Tt was a rar:
privilege, indeed, to actually watch
this hird at close range as hr
poured fortn hiz  lignid  melody.
Hhoutl the 18th of July our little
eatertainer was heard no more an'
Fowrar And fewer hecame the song:
of the hermit thrush in Tuchymne
Meadows., On July 25 at dusk, the
fast song of the season was hepro
from near Sunset Dome.

[t may be that the vetarded ses-
sons of the past two years, causer
by hesvy winter snows and spring
precipltation, glve reason for the
late singing of the hermit thrusn
particnlarly in 1982, Or it may be
that the season of thelr song v
rommonly longer than has been re-
carded  Continued observations in
Tuolumne Meadows and ofher parts
of the park wili prove Interest'ng.

£ % %






	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10

