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Introduction

Since the publication In 1924 of
Girinnell and Storer's “Animal Life
in Yosemite" there haz been a con-
gtant and increasing interest in the
natural blastory of the region, and
particularly in bird study. This
interest has resulted in a popular
demand for a briefl guide to the
birds of Yosemite to supplenent the
very  complete  publication  noted
nhove,

This bulletin is Intended to mest
this demand. and s offered in the
hope that it will not only aid vis-
iters to the park | . ldentifying the
Birds, but will alse stimulate an in-
creaged Interest in the pleasant and
profitable habby of bicd study. In
o brief o guide as thiz it 1= Impos-
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sible to include more than hames
and descriptions, together with
brief notes on volee, nest and habi-
tat, Far more complete informa-
tion, the reader g urged to provide
himself with a copy of “Animnal
Life in Yosemite,” a contribution of
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology,
Lniversity of California, by Grinnell
and Storer, which iz the suthority
on Yogemite natural history, Addi-
tlonal reference material i= listol
on the last page of this bulletin
The 183 species thus far observed
In Yosemiite MNationnl Pork hove
heen arranged in foar lists, A
Check List of all species in the
Park appears firat: from this list
wi have taken all thoze seen regn-
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larly In Yozemito Valley and clas
zified them under three headings:
Permanent Rezidents, Summer Vis-
Itants and Winter Visitants, which
are described in detail. In the
Check List there are two additional
riazsifications: Migrant and Casual
Visifants, vwhich need some expla-
natlon.

Only one Yosemite bird, the Ru-
fous Hummiinghird, is classed in
thiz entire list nz a migrant; 130
species are of such infreguent or
Irregular ocourrenca that they have
beenn lumped together as Casual
Vizitants, Thia unusually large pro-
portion of casual visitants i=s due to
three thingz: flrat, that we have
combined uncommon, acchldental
and vagrant gpecies under this one
heading; second, birds normally liv-
ing In or migrating through the
arid Mong Lake region or the warm
Han Joaguin valley often wander
inle the park boundaries; third, it
s almyest Impossible for these un-
usual bird=s to visit the park with-
out  heing noted hy an observer,
There fre few areas in the West so
well adapted to acceurate and all-
inclugive bird censuses as is this
valley, both because of itz topogra-
phy and becanse of the large num-
her of keen cohservers who con-

tantly patrol I

It is proper here to thank these
many ohzervers for their assistance
in making
We oannot

thia bulletin  posaible,
name  them all here,
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ginee we musl acknowledge contri-
butions from n good percentige of
the residents of Yosemite and Trom
many visiting scientists and tour
ists as well.. There are two major
sources of information, however
which morit  individual  thanks
“Animal Life in Yosemite" has becn
freely drawn ypon through the kind
permission of the auwthors, Joseph
Grinnell and Tracy I. Storer. Most
of the descriptions, volee, and oo
currence  were  taken  wverbulum
trom this éxcellent reference. In
addition to this, the daily observa-
tions of Charles and Enld Michael
during the last 12 years have heen
of great assistance, They have dis-
coversd many casual vigitants un-
known at the tUme Grinnell and
Storer’s book was published in 1924
and have also contributed much val-
uable information on dates of ar-
rival and departure. Much of this
data has appeared in “A Distribu-
tional  List of Yosemite Birds”
(18271 and “Special Bird Numbaer of
Yosemlte Nature Notes'" (1930,
both of which are now oul of print,

The  American  Ornithologists'
Union Check Liat (19313 has been
followed in arranging the order of
Families, gencra and species, A few

departures from  this Check  List
have heen made in the selection of
common  names, as for example:;
“Clark  Nuteracker” ol
“Clark’s Nuteracker,”

ingtend
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Check List of Birds, Yosemite National Park

R —Resident

SV —Summer Visitant
WY —Winter Visitant
CV —Casual Visliand

M —DNMigrant A, 0, U, Order
Name Status Where best seen—
1. Pueific Loom . ... 0 oo, CV  One record—Lower Yosemite Val-
3, Eared Grebe .. . OV Highe?nnuntalu lakes,
& Pied-billed Grebe.......... CV Cascade—one record winter.
4. Farallon Cormorant....... CV Two records in Yosemite Valley.
5, California Great Blue Heron B Merced River.
B Mallard ... CV Yaselr:xeiu Valley, previously nested
re.
7. Green-winged Teal......... OV Yosemite Valley, one record.
B Cinpamon Teal ........... OV Twa recorda, Yaosemite WVallew,
summer,
. Bhovell#l . cooneearanenisy OV Omne flock  observed, Yosemite
Valley.
10 Wopd Dugks ool OV One record—Yosemite Valley
11. Ring-necked Duck....... .. WYV Yaosemite Valley,
12. Lezser Bcaup Duck. ....... OV Yosemite Valley, one record.
1% Buffle-head . . .GV One record. Yosemlbte Valley,
14. Western Harleqguin Ducl-l; CV  Yosemite Valley.
16, Ruddy Duck . veveeen OV Yozemite Valley, one record.
1. Hooded Mergﬂ.nﬁer.. ceeenes OV Two records, winter.,
17, Ameriean Merganser.,..... OV Vosemite Valley, winter.
18 Turkey Vulture ,,......... €V Twoﬁ-ecards. Yozemite Valley, Mt
19, ‘White-talled KHs. ...,...... CV One record, Yosenilte Valley.
2. Weatern Goshawle ... .., .. K Conadian Zone.
21, Bharp-shinned Hawk........ B High Sierra, occaszionally in Yo-
semite Valley,
. Cooper Hawhk ..., ocieinns 154 High Sierra,
23. Western Red-tailed Hawk., B Canadian Zone and ap.
24 Swainson Hawk ....... ... BV High Sierra
2 Colden Baple o ..ohcvwvw e B Often seen over Yosemite Valley
28, Marsh Hawk ... .......... ©V Two records, Yosemite Valley,
0T DRDEEY .. ciiieaiaias . OV Yosemite Valley,
23. Prairie Faleon ............ CV  High Sierra,
29, Dauek Hawl ..oovvvrionoas OV Twe records, Yesemite Valloy.
0. Sparrow Hawk ............ B Throughout Park
3L Bierra Grouse ........ . B Canadian and Hudsonlan Eones,
32 Valley Quail ..., . OV Yosemite Valley
a2 Plumed or Mountain Qu.s.il R Rim of Yosemite Walley, Cann-
dian Jone.
3. Bora Rail .......... . OV Yosemite Valley, one record
25 Amerfean Coot I:Murl Hen} CV Mirror Lake and High Sieo
Lales.
o, Iildeer ... .. BV Tuolumne Meadows,
37 VWilson 8nldpe ... il i CV  Yaozemite Vallev.
2% Spatted Sandplper, . 8V Yosemite Vallev
2%, Morthern Phalarope.. .. ... OV Yosemite Vallew, nne record
0. Cslifornia Gull . . OV High Mosntain Lakes
41 Pand-talled Pigeon. . . . 8V Yosomite Valley
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42,
43,
44,
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445,
47,
45,
40,

51,
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66.
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28
B,

. Viestern Hinghird
i. Adh-thircated Flycatcher,
. Blnck Fhoebe
. Say Phoebe
Little or Traill F‘Iy\catc]wr
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Western Mourning Dove. ..

Road-runner
Barn Owl

Pasadena Secreech Owl. . ...

Pacific Horned Owl. ..

California Plgmy Owl, .. ..
Callfornia Spotted Owl....
Great Gray Owl....o.oo0 0
. Long-eared Owl. . ... ...,

Saw-whet Owl

Black Swift
Viaux Swifl .
White- th'l'ﬂil.fl?t‘l Smft

Elack-chinned Hummmg-
bird ..
Anna Hnmminghir&

Hufous Hummmgbmd .....
. Allen Humminghled

Western Pileated Woodl-
pecker ...
California Wnudpeckﬁr

Lowis Woodpecker,...... -,
. oV

Red-naped Sapsucker., .,

. Bouthern Red-breasted

Zapaucker

Williamson Sapsucker. ., ..

$odoe Woodpecker, .
. Willow Waoodpecker.. . ..
o KNuttall Woodpeeker.. . .
. Northern White-hended

Woodpecker ......0.,
Avetuwe Three-toed Wood-
pecker

Hammond Flyeatcher.,

. Wright Flycatcher..., ..

Western Flyveatcher

Woestern Wood Pewea, o, .,
Nivoe-sided Flycatcher, .. ..

California Horned Lark. .
Violet-green Swallow,
Tree Swallow

Rough-winged Swallow. ..

Bhae-fronted Jay...

. Californda Jay ....o.... .

Dushky Poor-will. ...
. Pacific Nighthawk

.1 T
oo BV

o BV

cv
CV
cv
B

R

b= - e R

BV

. BY

. OV
Calllope Humminghird. . _, .
Western Belted Kingfizher,
., Red-shafted Flicker.......
64,

sV
R

cv

oV
OV
gV
2y
BV
2y
By

2V

=ht
o

a2y

v

Yosemite Valley or higher,

Two records, western mdge Park.
One record, Yozemite Valley,
Upper Sonoran and Lower Tram-

sition dones
Up to Canadian Zona,

Yosemite Valley,

Transition and Canadian Zones,
Canadian Zone,

Lower Canadian done.

Transition Zone.

Upper Transition Zone.

High Bierra.

Tenaya Canyon and Nevada Fall.
Over Yosemite Valley, winter.
Over Yosemite Valley.

Yogemite Valley, lale sumimer.
Upper Sonoran ZSone,

High Sierra, July, August
Yozemite Valley.

Yosemite Valley.

Merced River, Yosemite Valley.
Throughont the Park.

Transition, Canadian Zones.
Bluck Oak Belt

Irregular, seasonally and 2onally.
Yosemite Valley, winter,

Transition and Canadian Zones,

Trpper Canadian and Hudsonian
Zonos,

Yosemite Valley,

Yozemite Valley.
Tosemite Valley.

Transition and Canadian Zones.

Canadian and Hudsonian Zones.
Yozemite Valley, summer.

Cnagual nbove El Portzl, sumimer.

ozemlte Valley.

Yosemite Valley

Yosemite Valley

Canadian Zone

High Sierra.

Yosomite Valley.

Yosomite Valley and higher.

Yosemite Valley and higher,

Yosemite Valley.

Yosemlte Valley.

Yosemite Valley,
record,

Yosemite Valley, along the river,

Yoremite Valley.

Yosemite Valley in $all

one  nesting
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B Yellow-hbilled Magple e N
92, Western Crow .., .oV
08, PRee JHY e s vesaisiaiss IV
M, Clark MNuteracker.......... B
85, Short-tailed Mountain
Chickadee .............. R
36, Plain Titmouse ........... WV
#7. Callfornia Bush-tit. ........ R
08, Blender-billed Nuthatch.... R
9, Red-breasted Nuthateh. ... R
. Pigmy MNuthateh. .......... R
I, Sierra Creeper, ... .coo0ve R
MR Pallld Wren-tit............ cv
103, Dipper (Water Quzel) . ..... R
14, Western Hougse Wren. ., ... v
105, Western Winter Wren.. ... WV
1. Ban Joaguoin Bewlek Wren, OV
107, Western Marzh Wren..... cv
108, Daotted Canyon Wren...... R
108, Rock Wren - ...ocaceeeias, SYW
110, Western Mockingbird...... OW
111, Western Robin ... ......... 8V
112, Northern Varied Thrush. .. WV
115, Alaskas Hermit Thrush.. .. WV
114, Dwar{ Hermit Thrush,.... WV
116, Slerra Hermit Thrush. ... . 2V
116, INosset-backed Thrush..... sV
117. Western Bluebird.......... W
115 Tlountain Blueblrd. ... ..... BV
119, Townsend Solltaire ,...... R
120, Western Gnatcatcher. .., .. owv
121, Western Golden-crowned
Fanglet - oo R
122, Weztern Ruby-crowned
Eamplet & oiiy Siem vivatee R
28, American Plpit.. o000 BV
124, Bohemian Waxwing....... ow
126, Cedar Waxwing ........... oV
176 White-rumped Shrike, ... .. oV
127, Hutton Vireo.,............ R
108 Cnssin Vireo ..., .. ........ BW
129, Western Warbling Vireo, .. 3V
13}, Lutescent Warbler. .. ...... 8V
131. Calaveras Warbler,........ 8V

132,
133,
134,

135
174,
i)

California Yellow Warbler
Audubon Warbler
Elack-throated Gray

Warhler ..o viimvmnena av
Townsend Warbler ,.....,. 8V
Hermit Warbler ..., 0. . 1244
Meopgillivieay or Tolmie

VWarhler LTS .

Yosemlte Valley, two records.
Yosemite Valley, spring and fall,

Above Valley rim and Toolumne
Mleadows.
Hud=zonian Zone.

Yosemite Valley and higher.
Yozemite Valley.

Upper Sonoran and Lower Transi-
tion Zones,
Upper SBonoran to Canadian Zones.

Transition and Canadian Zones,
Canadian Zone,
Yosemlte Valley and higher.

Merced Canyon and chaparral of
Valley walls.
All streams of park.

Upper 2onoran, in fall higher.
Yoscmite Valley.

Yosemite Valley,

Yosemite Valley, one record, win-

BT,
Yozemite Valley, eanvon walls,
Sonoran up to 11,0040 feet.
Yoeemite Valley, post-nesting.
Yozemite Valley and higher,
Yosemite Valley,
TIp to Canadian Zone.
Yosemite Valley.

Canadian Zone, nesting records in
Yosemite Valley,
Yosemite Valley.

Yosemite Valley; a few summer
records higher.
High Blorra.

Canadian Zone, extending lower
in winter,
Yosemite Valley.

Canadian Jone, summer,
ite Vaelley, winter:
Canadian Zone, summer; Yosem-

ite Valley, winter,
Up to timberline, fall and winter,

Yosemite Valley, two records,
Yosemite Valley,
Yosemite Valloy, obhe record.

Upper Bonoran and Lower Tran-
sition Fones, in oaks,
YTosemite Valley,

Vozemite Valley,

Transition and Canadian Fones.
Transition and Canadian Zones,
Transition Zone,

Up through Hudsonian &one,

Y osem-

Yoaemite Valley.
Yosemite Vellev, ons peronl
Yosemite Valley,

Youemmitn Valler,
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138
134,

140,
141,

142,

143.

144,

145,
144,
147.

148

1445,

158

1T
1840.
151
182,
188
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Western Yellow-throat. .. ..
Leng-talled Chat. .. .......
Golden Pileolated Warbler. 2V
English Sparrow . H
Western Meadowlark, ...,

Yellow-headed RBlackbird, . OV
Kern Red-winged Blackbird 8V

Bullock Oriole _........... oV
Brewer Bloekbird. ... ... B8V
Werstarn Tanager ......... SV
Black-headed Grosheak. ... 8V
Lazuli Bunting .......-.... |V

. Western Evenlng Grosheak BV

. California Purple Finch, ... 8V
. Cazsln Purple Finch. ...... R
. House Finch (Linnet).._ .. CV
, California Pine Grosbeak.. R

fi. Sleren Nevada Rosy Finch. R

. Morvthern Pine Siskin. ... R

. Willow Goldfineh, |, e BTW

. Green-backed Goldfineh, .., OV
Lawrence Goldfinch. ... .. ov

. Bierra Red Crossbill, ... R

. Green-tailed Towhee ...... 8V

. Sacramento Spotted Towhes B
. Bacramento Brown Towhee CV
. Mevada Savannah Sparrow CV

. Western Vesper Sparrow.. OV
. Western Lark Sparrow.,.. OV
. Blate-colored Juneao. ., ..... Wy
. Thurber or Bjerra Junco... R
Gray-headed Juneo o

. Weztern Chipping Sparrow. 8V
. Brewer Bparrow, OV
. White-crowned Sparrow,,.. BV

Ciambel or Intermediate

BPATTOW . uvesananinsnis OV

. Tiolden-crowned ?par‘ruw .oV
. Alberta Fox Sparrvow., ., .. W
Shumagin Fox Sparrow. ., WV

. Fadiak Fox Sparrow...... WV
. Voldez Fox Sparrow. ... ... WV
Yosemite Fox Sparrow ., ... BV
Mono Fox Sparrow........ OV
Lineoln SpRITOW. ..q-riiees 23
Forbush Sparrow........... v
Modoe Song Sparrow. ..., OV

One record. Yozemite Valley,

One record, Yosemite Valley,

Canadian Fone.

Yozemite Valley.

Yosemite Valley, summer;
sonian Zone; fall,

Two records, Yosemite Vallew,

Yosemite Valley,

Yosemite Valley.

Yozemite Valley; higher in fall.

Yosemite Vallev; higher in fall.

Yosemite Valley; higher in fall,

Upper  SBonoran and  Transition
Zones, %

Transition and Canadian Fones;
cazual In winter.

Yosemite Valley,

Canadian and Hudsonian Zones,

Hud-

“Yosemite Valley.

Hudsonian Zone, not common.

Arctle-Alpine Zome.

Canadian and Hudsonian Zones.

YTosemite Valley.

Yosemite Valley.,

High Sierta, one recovd,

Canadian and Hudszonian Zones.

Canadian Sone,

Yozembte Valley.

Above El Portal, one record.

Two records, Yosemite Valley arul

Ten Lalkes, fall,
record, sUmer

Valley.

Yosemite Valley.

Yosemite Valley, not commmar.,

Yosemite Valley and higher.

Yoaemite Valley, not common

All over the Park.

Yozemite Valley and higher, post
nesting,

Hudsonian Zone; four nesting
records, Yosemlte Valley.

One Yoaemite

Y¥osemite Valley, fall.
Yosemite Valley, fall.
Yosemite Valley and
of Valley,
Yogemite Valley
of Valley,
Yosemite Valley
of Walley.
Yosemite Valley
of Valley,
Canadian Eone,
High Sierra. one record.
Canadian fone, occagionally 1ewer,
Yozemite Valley, one resord

Yozemite Valley in fall

ahove rim

and abhove rim

and nbove rim

and above rim



HIRDE OF YOSEMITE

Permanent Residents of Yosemite Valley

The 23 species listed hers include
only those which are regularly
present  in the Transition Hone
areas of the Park throughout the
year., We luek positive evidence of
nesting in & few cases, notably the
California Heron. Such species as
Western Bobin and California Pur-
ple Finch have been sesn here
every month of the wvear, but not
enough to warrant inctugion in this
list (zee Summer Visitants), In
the ecase of some specles, notably
Thurber Juneo, we are not sure

whether the same lpdividuals re-
main in the Valley continuounsly, or
whether those that nest here move
out in the fall to be replaced by
others from higher elevations. This
Iz a promising field of study for
zome ornithologlist who is interested
in bird-banding. In scanning this
Hat It will be seen that two-thirds
of the species are either predatory
or dendrophilous (living on trees, as
Woodpeckers or Creepera) and are
thus well able to remain in the
Valley during the cold weather,

CALIFORNIA GREAT BLUE
HERON (Ardea herodias hyper-
oncal.

Ocecazjonally seen along Merced
River and Mirror Lake in Yosomite
Valley, but no nesting records.
GOLDEN EAGLE (Anguila chrysae-

tos canadensis).

Largest of Sjerran land hirds
{lenpth 20 to 35 inches, apread 6 to
T fect), Coloration ehiefly dark
brown, hecoming paler, more golden
brown, on top of head; a grayish
white area at base of tail and un-
derside of eaeh wing toward ex-
tremity.

Vodee! A szingle loud ery, some-

times repeated several times in
guick succession.
Ooecurrence: Occaslonally ssen

over Yosemite Valley near Eagle
Peak,
SPARROW
verius),
Our smallest hawk, only slightly
larger than Robin, but appearing
bigger becouse of the longer wings;
wings peinted and, when closed,
reaching nearly to end of tail. Two
narrow  vertical black stripes on
sides of head below eye; chin and
belly white; fop of head, back and
most of tail, rusty red; male with

bazal portionz of wings slaty blue
and tail with a proad subterminal

HAWK (Falco apar-

black band and a white tip; female
lacking slaty tone on wings, this be-
ing replaced by rusty brown, and
tail narrowly barred with black
throughout. Flight swift, with fre-
guent guick turns; often hovers In
one position for several seconds,
with wingz rapldly beating.
Occurrence:  Common  resident;
most numerous in the San Joaguin
Valley, but ranges clear up through
the Hudsonian Zone, at least in
gummer; in Yosemite Valley during
most of year. Found chiefly about
gra=s and meadow lands,
PACIFIC HORNED OWL
virginianus pacificus).
Large =ize (length ahout 20
inchesi: ear tufts present and con-
gpicuous; exceeded in size only by
Great Gray Owl, which lacks ear
tufts. Plumapge chiefly mixture of
dark and light brown, atreaked on
back and barred on under surface;
eyes yellow.
Voice: Our common hoot owl.
Often heard moonlight nights.
Ooeurrence: Resgldent in moder-
ate numbers throughout the reglon

helow observed
twice in Hudsonian Zone and once
on Lyell Fork, 10,700 ft. el. and at
Ten Laken

maountoing.

{Buba

Hudsonian Zone;

Lives In open woods [0
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CALIFORNIA PIGMY OWL (Glau-
cidinm gnoma ealifornicum).

Slze very amall (smallest of our
owls); total length only about 7
inches, expanse 14'% inches; head
round, without ear tufts; eyves yel-
tow, Color of plumage above gray-
ieh brown, relieved by small white
spotz;  below  white, with sharp
hlackish streaks.

Voleo: Different from that of any
other owl, and frequently heard
during the day, a szingle mellow
hoot, repeated at intervalz; or a
prolonged  slow  teill, followed by

two or three isolated hools.

Ocourrence: Apparently a oo
mon  permanent resident of the
Transition Zone, and perbaps alse
of the upper margin of the TTpper
Bonoran  Fone,  Inhabits  sparse
wionds.

CALTFORNIA 2 SPOTTED OWL

(BEtrix oecidentalis).

OFf medium large size for an owl,
less than that of a Pacifle Horned;
head round (no ear fufts); eyes
lead-color (not wyellow); plumage
brown with numeruvus apruptly con-
trasted white spots in frangverse
P,

Voice: Varled; perhaps most
often o series of velps like the bark-
ing of a small dog.

Oceurrence: Resident in the
Trangition Zone, Strictly o night
awl, and nn inhabitant of woods.

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

SAW-WHET
acadica},

OWL  (Cryploglhux
Sparse resident on floor of Yo-
semite Valley. Ome nesting record.
April 1926, C. M, and Enid Michool,
WESTEEREN BELTED HINGFISH-
ER (Megaceryle alcyon caurinal,

l'.':d""":ﬂ - R e

Size somewhat greater than that
of Flicker; head big, tail small, biil
stout and crest prominent. Color
above, slaty blue; beneath, & silvery
white with ‘a broad helt of slate
ncross breast. Female has also 0
belt, behind the slaty one, of bright
rusty brown, with extensions of Lthis
color backward along each side.
Flight rapid and usually In straight-
pway courze up or down a stream.

Vaoice: A loud grating clatter or
rattle.

Ooourrance: Frequent along
streams and about the margins of
lakes up at least to the altitude of
Tuolumne Meadows, BHH Teet,

RED-SHAFTED FLICKER (Colup-

les pafer colarisg),
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Larger than voblin; of woodpeok

atruoturs penernl  habits,
save Lhot it does muech of its for-
aping the ground, In flight
shows large white rump patch and
Nuzsh of dull red from wings and
tall, General color above brown:
Ish, with narrow bars of black; be-
neath grayizh with numerous sharp
polka dots of black and a black
erezcentie bar across breast, Males
have bright red patches at corners

or il

on

af mouth. Flight strong and direct,
with qulek bul infrequent wing-
beats

Voice: A sharp loud rolling call,
rapealted at length on
one pltch,

(ectirrence:  Widely
apparently without
zonal boundaries; in surimor and
fall up to timber Une. Occuplos
nesting holes in treée trunks,  In
iletcends to  the region
below the level of heavy snows
WESTERN PILEATED WOOD-

PECKER (Ceophiocus plleatus
piciacel

practically

diztributead
regard ol

Frp B
whthoo,

I |

Much the largest of our wood-
peckers (lenglh over 17 inches).
Pody plumage black, a brilllant ved
orest on head; a large white area
an forward part of under surface
of wing; a smaller spot of white on
waiddle of outer sarface of wing.

YOBEMITE 11

Flien usually in direct course, some-
times in great undulations, with
rather slow and regular wing heats,

Voice: A loud but low-pitched
note (kuk), uttered a varying num-
ber of times in rather slow and ir-
regular succession.

Oecurrence: Common resident in
Transition Zone and Canadian Zone
on west slope of Sierra Nevada.
Seen in Yosemite Valley at all sea-
song of the wvear, Lives chiefly in
white fir woods.

Ui Fapmigs

wohkPiCrEn

CALIFORNLA
(Balanosphyra
batrdii.

O/ medinm alze for a woodpecker,
neat that of cobine  Conapicuously
pied with blagk and white; patcl
en wing showing eonaplenousty in
[light, broad bar across forehead,
ramp and belly, white: throat vel-
Iewish white) black of chest broken
intg streals toward belly; conzpica-
ous red patch on top of head; iris
of eye white. Sexez alike save that
in female the red crown pateh is
smaller, hoing separated by o black
interval from white bar on fare-
head. Movements typieally wond-
pecker-like. Flight undulating 1o o
degree; a short of stroap

WOODPECKER
formicivora

serien
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flaps, then a deep sweep on sel
wings.

Cecurrence: Commonest  wood-
poeker on floor of Yosemite Valley,
Forage is chiefly in the black oak
balt, often seen flyeatching above
ke
SOUTHERN RED-BEREASTED

SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus

varius daggetti).

Not pommon in summer, but oc-
cagionally seen near rim of valley.
Chserved in Valley during fall and
enrly winter.

MODOC WOODPECKER
hates villosus orius).

A woondpecker the =ize of Robin
or slightly less.  Upper surface
hlnck, with a broad white stripe
down middle of back; whole under
gurface, including outer stripe bes
hind eve white. Adult males have
narrow fringe of red featherz
nesoss back of head, but this is not
often to be seen at a distance.

Voiee: A single sharp note
{speenls ), uttered at lrregular inter-
vitls,

Oeourrence: Resident in moder-
nte numbers throughout the region
eHeept in the Lower Sonoran Zone
amid above timber line,

VILLOW WOODPECKER {(Dryo-
hates pubescens turati).

Smallest of our woodpeckers,
nhout halfway between Junco and
Raobin in size. Upper surface, wings
and tall ehiefly black: lower sur-
face dull white, a white streak over
eye, and one across forehead and
down along cheek: middle of back
continuously white (no bars); outer
tafl feathers white, barred with
hlack; outer wing feathers marked
with white =pots near tips. Males
have a bright red band across baclk
of hesd, this, however, often not
seen; females without nny red at
all, Flight-course in short undubs-
tiono; wingz strokes Intermittent

Vaice (seldom heard): A high-
pitched run or trill of unigue char-
soter.

{Drya-
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Cocurrence; Sparse resident of
decidusus . Umber In Lower ol
Upper Sonoran  and  Transition
Zones,

NORTHERN WHITE-HEADED

WOODPECKER (Dryobates al-

bolarvatus).

Size somewhat under that of
robin, Plumage wholly black, save
for entirely white head and white
ares on wings, the latter showing
bast in flight. Flight course undu-
lating, wing sirokes intermittent.

o)

Voice: A  atngle  high - pitehed
note, often repeated in short stac-
cato geries,

Occurrence: Hesident in moder-
ate numbers throughout the region
except In the Lower Soneoran Zone
and above timber line.

BLUE-FRONTED JAY (Cyanocitta
etalleri frontalig).

Somewhat larger than Robin.
Head with canspicoous ecrest; tall
as long ns bedy, broad. and slightly
rounded at end;  wings short and
rounded. Head {including crest)
and forepart of body, blackish;
wings, tall and hinder part of body,
chiefly deep blue. Young more

blackish, less blue, especinlly on
lower surface, and plumage more
fluffy.

Voice: Exiremely woried, usnal

calls harsh and loud,
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Oecurrence: Remains in Yozemite
Lalley throughout the vear, Fre-
quents  wooded territories; stores
“nodia ground, Non-flocking, but
individuals quickly assemble about
any abject or sound which incitea
their curinsity.

BHORT-TAILED MOUNTAIN
CHICHKADEE (Panthestes gam-
hell ahbreviatual.

About two-thirds size of Junco.
Top and back of head, and whole
chin atid throat, black ) =side of head
below eye and short stripe above
eye, white; rest of body chiefly
plain gray. Manner active ano
alert; when foraging, often hangs
oo tid from smaller twigs.

| —

a3

Volew! Commonest call o wheezy
rendering of the ayllables {(chick-n-
des-deal,

Oeeurrence: Common resldent in
Canadian and Hudsonian ZHones,
less numerous in Transition, Ldves
im trees, mostly conifers, forag-
Ing up to 50 feet above the ground,
Im pairs at nesting time; flocking
lposely at other seazons, sometimes
in company with other small birds,

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

{Bitta canadensisl.

Hualf size of Juneo; tail about
half length of body. Top and sides
of head, black in male, slaty in fe-
male; a white stripe over eye in
both sexes: back slaty gray; under
surface of body reddizh  brown.
“"Hitches" about in all directions on
hark of tree.

- bewgafed
Hutbately

Voice: A nasal yank-yank,

Ooeurrence: Lives on trunks nned
branches of conifers, usually in the
upper halves of the trees. Solitary

SIEREA CREEPER iCerthia fa

miliaris zelotes),

Less than half size of Junco; tail
a= long ns hody, each feather stif-
fenea, and pointed at tip; slender
bill and curved. Coloration above
dark brown streaked with white;
under surfave of body plain white,
Hitches jerlkily upward on trunks
ol trees,

Oeeurrence. Parmanent residont
fn Trarsition Zone, Forages on
trunks and larger branches of good-
sized trees. and nests in crevices be-
hind loose bark., Solitary or in
pairs.
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DIFPER or WATER OUZEL (Cin-
clugs mexicanus unicolor).

Hody =ize nearly that of Robin,
but tall very short, about one-half
length of body., Whole plumage ap-
pearing  dark zlate  gray; young
paler Loned beneath, with whitish
throat, No constrasted markings
anywhere in adults save for small
white spot. on upper evelld; when
rerehed on rock or bank, bird bobs
body down and up at shert inter-
vals,

Voice: Male has an elaborate and
varying song.

Oceurrence: Commeon in Transi-
tlon, Canadian and Hudsonian
Zones on both slopes of Sierra Ne-
vinda; resident at least up to Cana-
dian., Lives along  swift-flowing
atreama.  Solitary.

DOTTED CANYON WREN (Cath-
crpes mexicanus punctulatus),
2ize more than half that of

Juneo; tail shorter than body; bill

lomg (% In.) and slender. Coloration

rich reddish brown: throat and
chest clear white. Executes squat-
ting movement every few séconds,
by which white of throat sarea is

emphagized,

— =

K

[ od.:]
Voiee: Bong o serles of 10 or so
loud clear whiztled notes, the plteh
descending and the timing slower
toward end of series.
Oeeurrence: Hesident.
numbers from Lower Bonoran Zone
up through Tranaltion on west side

in  fair

of Bierrn Nevada, Chiefly on and
about rock walls of the larger ean-

vons.  Solitary.

BACRAMENTO SPOTTED TOW-
HEE (Pipiln maculatus Calei-
neellus).

=

Sige Inrge for a sparcow, bullk be-
tween that of Juneo and Robin; tail
about ne long oz body, and usually
corrled up at an angle with hack.
Whaole upper surface and forepo
of body, black; zmall spots {(tesr
drops} in rows on wings, largor
spots (thimb markad at end of to2dl,
and beily, white; sides of body cr-
ange brown. Male with black more
intense than in femele; young guite
different, streaked.

Voice: A cat-like mewing eall ar
alarm note, and a trilled song
sounding like to-whee-o-e-g, the first
gyllable inaudible bevond n short
rading,

Oecurrence: Banges in the bhreod-
ing season from the vicinity of
Snelling up a3 high as the floor of
Togermlte Valley, In avtumn wan-
ders gtill higher, as to Aspen Valley
at TR feet and on I )ouette
Creeli at G200 feet, Lives in hrush
thickets and fornge= cn ground he-
neath such cover, zeldom venturing
730 the open. Solitary,
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THURBEIL (SIERREAY  JITNCO
CJunea areganus thurberid,
A small aparvow  {total length
about 6 Inches, tall shout 2% inches
long). Hend, neck and breast cov-

1

ered by 2olid black (most intense in
males, grayizh toned in females
and immatures), sharply set off
from white on under surface of
hody.  Bill whitish-appearing, Back
and wings dark brown, unmarked;
Lail blaek centrally, two outer feath-
wrg on each side pure white.  Juve-

ah

nile birds lnek the black “cowl”
and have the whole head and body,
both above and below streaked.
When on ground, hops about rapid-
ly in zig-zag course; |f fushed, rigea
guickly, spreading tail so that white
margin shows conspicuously; usual-
Iv takes refuge within nearby trees
or large hushes,

Vioiea: Bong of male o guavering

trill, metallic in guality, rapid in
utierance,
Oeourvence: Abundant summer

visitant throughout the Transition,
Canadian and Hudsonlan Zones on
both sides of Sierra Nevads, In
winter dezcends to below the level
af heavy snow, ecoupying the whala
of foothill and lowland country,
numbers appearing in Nocks in Yo-
semite WValley, In gummer lves in
and aboul openings In forest or
along open stream banks] nests on
ground; In winter ranges widely. In
pairs at nesting time, but in flocks
of varying size during other paris
of the ycar

SIERRA RED CROSSBILL.

Lortn purvirosied bendives,

The Crossbhill is one of the most interesting of the birds that are resi-

dent in the higher parts of the Park above Yosemite Valley,

Fmall flocks

are oceasionally seen feeding in Lhe tops of pines at Tuslumne Meadows

and other high clevations, especially during the winter.

In the Check List

will be found 17 other species resident at high elevations, which are not

included in the deseriptions of snecigs residing in Yosemite Valley.

Theze

are designated in the Check Lizt as '"R..., Canadian Zone (or Hudsonian or

Avetie-Alpine)
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Summer Visitants

This list of 35 species, together
with the preceeding group of 23
Permanent Residents, gives o total
of 58 posszible nestlng apeciea for
Yosemite Valley and the Transition
Zone areas of the Park, It does
not inelude all the species. desig-
nated as Summer Visitants in the
Checel List of Yosemite Nutional
Park, since many nest only in the
Canadian  or  Hudsonion Zones

to Yosemite Valley

above Yosemlte Valley, while a few
nest only in the Upper SBonoran
Zone below the Valley. Hence this
Hat might be more properly termed
“SBummer Vieltants to the Transi-
tion Zone of Yesemite MNatlonal
Park,” and bird students at Wa-
wona, Hetch Hetehy, and other
poinis of similar elevation will find
it ns uzeful as those whose studies
nre limited to Yosemite Valley

SPOTTED SANDFPIPER (Actitls

maoularial

A “wader” between Robin and
Juneo in size; a slender build, with
long legs, slender neck, and short
tail, Upper surface olive brown;
upder surface, in =ummer aduolts,
while with numerous rounded black
gpots; wing crossed by a narrow
whiie band, readily sesn in flight;
outer tail feathers barred with
brown snd white. Course of flight
usually semicircular, the bird skim-
ming low ovor the water. When on
prounid bobs hinder parts of body
down and up every second or twa.

Volee: A elear, whistle like "weet”
or "weeler,” uttered three or more
times in succession,

Oecurrence;  Sandy or pebbly
shores of lakes and smooth flowing

strenms. May to September.

BAND-TAILED PIGEON (Columba

fasciatal)

f'ge and proportions of domestle
pigeon; general effect of eoloration
of upper surface bluish gray, of
under surface pinkizh brown; a dis-
tinet dark band across middle of
sguare-ended tall, Flight swift and
direct, with steadily flapping wings;
lepves perch with loud clapping of
wings,

Violeo:
resembling

A deep, rolled, “coo-con”
that of a domestle

pigeon,
Oeene:ence: Bmall floeks in open

foreais near or in oak trees or barry
producing  shrubs.  Nests rather
commaonly in  Yosemite Valley.
Larger flocks during acorn harvest.
DIIEEY POOR-WILL {FPhalaenop-

tilus nuttalll californicus)

Sparse vigitor to lower Transition
Zone, bul rare in Yosemite Valley,
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BLACK BWIFT (Nephoveoten nlger
borenlls}
Larger than any of our swallows

or the White-throated Swift, but re-
sembling the latter in its long slen-
der wings; tall very broad. FPlu-
mage, black; no white marks ordi-
narily apparent. Flight more swal-
low-like, leas erratie, than of White-
Luroated Swift,

Voice: A high-pitched twitter.
More gulet than White-throated
Swift,

Oeeurrence: Forages in the open
air. Found nesting in Tenaya Can-
yor, 1926, by C. M. and Enid Mich-
ael, the zecond known nesting lo-
cation for this species. May to Sep-
femiber,

WIHITE-THROATED BWIFT (Ae-
vonautes saxatalia)l

Rezembling a swallow, bul wings
much longer and more slender, and
tall longer; outline in flight cross-
how-like. Plumage, black, save for
white on throat and midbreast, and
white patch on either side of rump.
Flight swift and erratic, with very
rapld beats of the wings, which at
times appear to operate alternately,

Woice: A serles of shrill twitter-
ing notes, despending chromatically,

Oecurence: Summer visitant lo-
cally n amall numbers west of the
Slerra crest and below the Cana-
dian Hone. Courses about in the
open i, nsually high over sheer
nliffs. Liarch to September.

ANNA HIUMMINGBIRD

nnnal

Largest of the humming hirds
found in the Yosemite region. Male
with whale top of head, chin and
throat iridescent magenta or rose-
red; lower surface grayish greem
Back in both sexea metallic green;
no rufous or buffy at all in phi-
mage, Female with aides of body
tinged with greenish, and with
oiter tail feathers broadly rounded
rt ends.

Oocurrence: Common resident of

(Calypte
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Upper Bonoran fone on west slope
of Sierrae Nevada, Seen in Yosemite
Valley in some numbers after nest-
ing seazon, mainly June to Septem-
ber.
CALLIOPE HUMMINGEIRD (Stel-

lula calliopal

Smallest of the hummingbirds in
the region. Throat of male with
long, lancet-like feathers of a strik-
ing lavender iridescence, the whole
on 4 white background; back and
top of head green; flanks tnged
with buffy, Female with back and
top of head iridescent green; lower
surface grayish white strongly
buffy tinged, but no bright rufous
on hase of tail as in the female Ruo-
fous; outer tail feathers broad-end-
ed instesd of narrow as in Bufous.

r_'ul.'u.-,.l-
Flbermsiia ]

Occurrence: Common  sumimer
vialtant to Trangition and Canadian
Fones on hoth slopes of Sierra Ne-
vada: observed from Mareh until
September in Yosemite Valley, In
Yosemite Valley the arvival of these
hummers seems timed by the lirst
opening of manzanita blosgoms
along the sunny north side of the
valley, They forage chiefly about
this shrub and altc ceano'hus and
wild currant blossoms,

LITTLE (TRAILL}) FLYCATCHER
(Empidonax trailli brewateri)
Smaller than Junco, No striking

bright markings anywhere, Colora-

tion above, brownish; beneath, near-

Iy white, Perches with drooping

wings and tail on prominent twig

tips whence It flits put after In-
sects which fly past,
Oeccurrence; Common summaer

vigitant locally in Sonoran Zones,
and lower part of Transition Zone
“chiefly ¥Yosemite Valley." on west
zlope of Bierra MNevada, Restricted
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to willow and azalen thickets of
broad bottomlands. MNest usually in
szales. May to Seplember,

WESTERN FLYCATCHER (Empi-
domax diffieilis)

Smaller than Junco, TUpper sur-
face of body olive green, under sur-
face definitely wyellowish, lower
mandible wholly vellow beneath,

Oeeurrance: Sparse summer visi-
tant to Transition Zone on west
side of Sierra Nevada, Observed In
Yosemite Valley, ezpecially about
Mirror Lake. Freguents chieflly
wooded canyvon bottoms where in-
cense cedarz and alders line the
atreams. Forpges singly, and
perchez 10 to 25 feel above the
ground. Nest on moist banks, April
Lo Angnast.

WESTERN WO0OD PEWEE (Myi-
ochanes richardgond)

Siwe of Junco, with posture and
hahits af flveateher. Plumage above
aiid on sides of body dark brown;
middle of lower surface of body
yvellowish white, ™Mo spacial mark-
inga whatever:: no white flank
pateh, no light eyve-ring, wing bars
wanting ar else but faint, Perches
in upright, stralght-backed posture
on lower bare branches of large
trees, whence it darts out after Iy-
g Insacts.

Oecurpenes:  Comman  SUmimer
visitant to Upper Sonoran, Transi-
tion amd Canadian Zones on both
slopes of Slerra Nevada, Seen In
Yeaemite  Valley  throughout the
summer. Arrives about second
week in May and departs about
mid-September, Tsual forage range
about 16 to 40 feel above ground.
Holitary except when earing for
hrosd. Nest, a cup of dry fibers
snddled on dead limb, frequently
crer wataer.

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW -
{Tachyeineta thalassina lepida)
Body size slightly less than that

of Linnett or Junco; wings long and

polnted. when c¢losed reaching an
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inch heyomd the stightly notched
tail, Whole under surface of body,
and =ides of rump, pure white: up-
per surface of body inlense green,
with wlolet tinge on rump digcern-

ihle at short mange,

Nile- Mo b i il |

Viglel-greon dvvailom

Oecurrence: Common  Suminer
vigitnnt to Upper Sonoran  and
Transition zones on west slope of
Bierra Nevadn. Forages in openo,
frequently aover water, roosting and
nesting in hollow trees or in rock
creviges. Often In looze flocks while
foraging. April to September,

ROUGH-WINGED BWALLOW—
{Btelpidopteryx rafleollis  serri-
penis}

Body size about that of Linnet or

Juneo; tail almost square-ended.
Whole upper surface dull brown:
throat and chest gravish brown;

belly and feathers helow base aof
tail white. Mo brillinnt o
cont markings whatsoever,

Ococurrence: 3parse sununer visi-
tant in foothills west of Sierra Ne-
vida, Frequents vicinlty of gulches
having steep earth banks, In pairs
or smull companies.  Several pairs
nest in banks of Merced River each
summet In Yosemite Valley., April
o August. '

irides-

WESTERN ROBIN (Turdus migra-
torlus propinguus}

Size, medium (length 10 inchesi;
kill, slender; fall nearly as long as
body., Lower surfnce of hady bright
reddish brown; upper surfoce plain
dark slate gray, blnckish on hesd
nnd tail; chin, white: nrea under
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hase of tall, white. Young blrds
under surfncee of body  pole
vedidish and conspicuously marked
with rounded hlack spots. When
on  ground moves rapidly, either
walking or hopping; stops abruptly
nnd fizedly in upright posture for
a few geconds after pach advance,
I'light steady, not undulating.

Voloe: OF male, a lowd caroling
song. Both sexes utter short ealls,
some of them scund like sgueals;

Lave

these given s=ingly or in wvarious
rombinations,
Cecurrence:  Common  sammer

vigitnnt to forested partions aof the

Yosemite reglon, most abundant In

Tirangition Zone on west slope, less

nuragioug 8t the higher elevationa

and on the east side of the moun-
inins. A few remain in Transition

Zone, as in Yosemite Valley, in cer-

tain winters. Forages chiefly on

apan  grasslands In summer and
generplly in berryv-producing trees
and bushes in winter., Seeks open
branehes of trees fop singing or
roosting.  In pairs or families dur-
ing nesling szeason; in loose flocks
up to B or meore at other times of

FEAT,

SIERRA HERMIT THRUSH (Hy-
locichla guttata sequoiensig)
Decidedly larger than Junce, buk

not go  large as Russel-backed

Throsh; bill, short and slender. Up-

per suriace, plain brown: rufous

tinged on tail; ring of buff around
eve; wing with a concealed band of
huffl-r, shown forih in flight; breast

buffy, with numerous iriangular
dark spols; sdez grayvish, not
streaked; belly. white, Manner,

gquiet; every few geconds, when bird
i# nerched. the ends of the wings
are gpasmodically fwitched and the
il iz elevated and then slowly de-
nregsed.

Vpins: Song of mafe, elesr anod
mizieal, consisting of phrazes ut-
teredd nt varying intervals, ench
phrare of three to six “words” with
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the pitch of succpssive phrases now
high, now low, &tc.; usual call note
a rather low soft “sup.”

Oegufrenca:  Common  sUmmer
vizitant om west glope of Slerra Ne-
vada, chiefly in Canadian Zone,
Keeps to wooded glades and ravine
bottoms, Solitary. Several nesting
recorda on floor of Valley. May fo
August,

RUSSET-BACKED THRUSH (Hy-
lacichla ustilata)

Size nearly twice that of Junco;
Bifl; short and zlender. Whole up-
jrer surface plain brown; wing, with
a concealed band of buffy, which
shows in flight; breast buffy with
triangular spotz of brown; sides,
brownigh, not streaked: belly,
white; eyve surrounded by narrow
ring of buff. Movements, delibep-

]

l

b

Valea: Bong of male o set themae,
two Lo four clear deep noltes, then
an equal number of alurred ones,
ascending in pitch, the last one fine-
Iy attenuated; call note, a8 zoft
whisztled tone.

Qecnrrence: Summer vigitant in
Transition Zone on woest slope of
Sierra  Nevada, Kespa  to [ow
growths near streams, males going
up Into trees to sing. Solitary. May
to Bepternber.




CASSIN VIREDO
cassind)
Three-fourthe bulk of Junco; tail

shorter than body. Plumage gray-

Ish green above, olive gray on head;

under surface whitlsh; eve encireled

by white; two light bars on wing;
bill bluck., Moverments dellbarate.

Voice: Incessant singer—or talk-
er, Pattern suggests “Jimmy, come
hera!"™

Oceurrence: Common  sumimer
vigitant to Transzition Zone, on west
slope of Sierra Nevada., Fregquents
ghiefly incense cedars and golden
naka, Holitary. April to Seplem-

her,

".
f

(Viren solitarius

P - fiam Bapl

HEND AT e

WESTERN WARRBLING VIREO
(Viren gllvus swainsonil
Two-thirds size of Junco; tail

shorter than body, Plumage, gray-
ish green, with no highly contrasted
markings; a light line aver eya; no
light bars on wing. Movements
alow as compared with warblers;
kesps usually within erown foliage
of trees.

Volee: An incessant singer all
turing the day. Three or four high
warhbled notes in each short song.
N'sing inflection.

Oceurrence: Summer visltant in
Upper Sonoran, Transition and Ca-
nadian zones on both sides of Hi-
erra Nevada; commoner on west
clope.  Frequentz deciduous trees
chiefly, most often near streams;
forages from 10 to 60 feet above
ground, Bolitary except when
poirs are caring for broods,  April
to Seplember.

LUTESCENT WARBLER (Vermi-
vorn eelatn lustescens)

Hzlf size of Junce. Whaole body
dull greenish, tinged with yellow
beneath, MNo wing bars or other

hl YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

contrasted markings of uwny sort.

Queurrence: Bummer visitant in
gmall numbers locally in Upper S0-
noran and Transition zones on both
slopes of Sierra Nevada, Keeps to
inner foliage of trees on shaded hill-
slopes; forages 10 to 30 feet above
ground, but nesting on ground. Seli-
tary, Seldom zeen In Valley,

CALAVERAS WAREBLER (Vermi-
vora ruficapilla ridgwayi)

Half bulk of Junrn, Body colora-
tion, wellow beneath, olive green
above; head and neck (except
throat), gray; evelids, white; male
haz o chestnut-colored crown patch,
visible only at close range, No
white or black markings whatso-
ever on wings or tall,

Voice: Song of male, four or five
rapidly uttered shrill notes followed
by three or four lower ones,

Oeeurrence: Common  SUmaler
visitant to Transition Zone on west
slope of Sterra Nevada, Bings and
forages 10 to 70 feet pbove ground
in broad-leaved trees, such as hlack
onk and maple, but nests in shaded
situations on ground, Salitary. April
to September.

CALIFORNIA TYELLOW WAR-
BLER (Dendroica aestiva brew-
steri)

Half size of Junco., Yelow color
predominating; no black or white
markings whatsoever. Male: clear
vellow beneath (narrowly streabked
with chestnut, but this not discern-
ible at o distance); upper surface
greenish yellow, Female nnd yvoung
pale yellow beneath, unstreaked;
upper surface, dull greenizh yvellow,
Movements, quick and nervous;
hops along small hranches in zig-
ERZ Course,

Voice: Song of male, very high
pitched, piercingly shrill, four or
five sharply onunclated notes. ris-
ing, followed by qulck serfes of
shorter ones descending in pitch,

Oeeurrence: Comimon  surmer
vigitant ai both bazes nnd o ad-
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Jncent lower alopes of Slerrn No-
vida, extending up through the
Tranzition Zone. Chiefly in cotton-
woods and willows along streams,
foraging up to 40 feet from the
ground: nests in same general sur-
roundings, but usually less than 15

N N

\ﬁ1::\:.".' e

B b Phemaled g

Yo lizn

st

voung newly out of nest), and tail
Inrge-appearing and always with a
wide bar of white across it near

end. Chin usually distinotly yellow.
Adult male in summer! top of head,
chin, rump, and pateh on each side
yellow;

of breast, breast, black;

WARBLERS OF YOSEMITE

feel Irom ground.

1o Beptember,

AUDUBON WARBLER (Dendroica
avdubonii

Size, two-thirds that
Fannp  alwava  vellow

Solitary.  April

of Juneo.
fexcept In

upper surface of bluish gray streak-
e with black., Adult female in
summer: top of head, chin and
rump, vellow; breast, mottled with
gray and biack; upper surface blu-
ish gray. All movements gquick and
nervous; often flies out from foliage
of tree in semiciroular course,
Voice: Bong of male, a series of
mellow notes, run together rapidly,
not loud, and of tinkling quality.
Oecurrence: In summer common
vigitant Lo Transition, Canadian and
Hudsonian zones on both zlopes of
Sierra MNevada (mosl plentiful in
Canadian), Keepz chiefly to con-
ferous trees, foraging 10 to 50 feef
or higher above ground, and nests
In =ame situation, In pairs or soll-
tary. In Yosemite i often seen

every month of the vear.

BLACK-THROATED GEREAY WAR-
EBLER (Dendroica nigrescens})
Half bulk of Junco. Head, chin

and throat black (mixed with white

in female and young), with a white
line backward over eye and anolther
from bill down side of throat; siden
of body streaked with black; rest
of under =urface white; upper s~
face, biuish gray; two light bars on

wing; tall, white margined. No
congpicuous  yvellow  In plumage.

Movements, rather deliberate for a
warbler,

Voice: Bong of male, slow drawl-
ing.
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Oceurrenee: Modorntely common
summer visitant locally in Transi-
tlon Zone on west slope of Sierma
MNevadn, In nesting time practi-
cally restricted to golden oaks. Soli-
tary or in 2cattering parties. April
to September.

INMERMIT WARBLER (Dendroica
oocidentalls)
Half astze of Junco, Cheels al-

ways yellow; under parts whitish,
unstreaked; back bluish or green-
ish gray:; two light bars on each
wing: tail, white morgined. Adult
male: whole head elear vellow, ex-
cept for black throal. Female and
immatures: head dull  yellow,
crown mottled with blackish; litile
nr no black on thront

Volee: Song of male three or four
two-syllable notes followed by two
shorter ones, often with drawling
Iintonation,

Qeeurrence: Sumumer visitant in
varying numbers to Transition and
Canadian zones on west slope of Bi-
erra MNevadn, Forages chiefly in
meniferows trees, 20 feet or more
ehove gronnd, and nests in same lo-
cations. Holitary., April to August.
MAC GILLIVRAY WARBLER (Op-

arornis tolmieid

About two-thirds bulk of Junco.
Hemd, neck and breast gray, dark-
cal in adult males; eyelids, white;
belly and vnder parts, vellow; upper
surface, wings, and tail, plain dull
Ereen.

Voice: Song of male, three to five
clean sepamted notes followed by
ane o several shorter ones close to-
gother and sometimes trilled.

Oeearrence:  Oommon  SUmmer
visitant to Transition and Lower
Canadian zones on west slope of S)-
erra Nevadn, Keeps to low shrub-
bery, usually over damp ground,
fcr=ging four feet or less [rom
rround; nests in same aort of sur-
roundings. Solitary. or in pairs
Aprll to Beptembaer,
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WESTERN MEADOWLARK (Stur-
nelln neglectat

Very uncommon in  the valley.
Has been noted from April to No-

vember. Foomorly nested beve in
sinoall nunybérs.
IERN RED-WIIIGCD BLACK-

BILD tAgelninz phoenioous aciei-
Intusl
SEoraewhat smaller thon Robin,

Male whaolly binck, exceopt for red

"epaulet ' oF chirnlds - patel on ench

wing at bend. Females, brownish

black, with under purfnes more o

less strenked with pinkish  buff

feathers of back edged with buff,
and a Heht stripe over sye.

Oeeurrence: Commaon logally be
low Canadian $one, Restricted to
fresh vio'er marshes with abundant
growths of tules (or willows) or to
bogegy meadows with thick stands
of Loll grass. More or less gregari-
ous at all seasons, Februnry (o Oc-
taher,

BEREWER EBLACKEIRD
phapus oyanocephnlish
Slightly smaller then Robin, Fe-

male aboot one-fourth cmaller than

mnle. Mele entirely hinck, the pl-
mage with a distinel sheen: Iris

{Ku-



BIRINE OF

white, Femole duall brownish bloclk
iris dnrk brown, No conbrasted
colar marks in either sex,
Oecurrence: Common resident of
the lowlands and foothills (Lower
and UUpper Sonoran zones, sparingly
Transition) on the west slope. In
summer and fall months ranges up-
ward in mountains nearly Lo timber
line. Nesta singly or in small scat-
tered colomies, but asssembles in
lnrge flocks at other seasons of

vear. March Lo November,

WESTERN TANAGER

lndovicianal

Between Robin and Junco in size.
Sexes different. Male: head. red;
wings, upper back and tail, black;
rest of body plaln lemon yellow.
Female: dull wellowizsh brown
{sometimez greenish In effect) on
upper surfaces; dull yellowish white

{Piranga

heneath, Both sexes notably delib-
orate in all movements, the opposite
of nervous,

Ooourrence ! Common  summer
visitant In Transition and Cana-
dlan zanes on west slope of Blerra

Mevada, In pairs at nesting time,
otherwize seen  =ingly, except as
small flocks may be formed in early

fall, before departure, April to
Beptember.
BLACK - HEADED GROSEEAK

{Hedymeles melanocephalus)

Between Junce znd Robin in size;
tail shorter than body; bill, large
and blunt, Adult male in summer:
upper surface largely black; end of
tail and middle of wing with large
spots of white; collar around hind
neck, rump, and under surface of
hody. light reddish brown. Female

YOREMITE LA

Blak badid Gamibrab

and immature: head with a light
stripe over each eve and ancther
aver crown; rest of upper surface
dull brown, streaked with blackish;
under purface brownish white, Year-
ling males often wear a plumage in-
termediate between that of adult
male and of (emale.

Voice: Bong of male elaborate—a
rapldly timed series of full warbling
notes with both ascending and de-
seepding Inflections,

Oecurrence: Abundant  summer
visitant at lower altitudes on both
sidea of Sierra Nevada {(chiefly in
Upper Bonoran  and Transition
zones). Forages largely in erown
foliage of declduous  trees, some-
times in shrubs, occasionally on
ground. Non-flocking.

LAZULI BUNTING

AMOEna )

Deeidedly  smaller than
tail shorter than body. Sexes dif-
ferent, Male; head, throat, back
and romp, clear lighit blue; hreast
crogged by a bright tawny band;
under parts otherwise white; tail
and wings blackish brown with a
white har (sometimes a pnrrover
one also) across each wing, Female
and young: doll dark brown above,
buffy and white on under surface,

{Pasaerina

Juneo;

without econtrasted markings of
any sort.
Voice: Bong of male a rather

long, high-pitched hurvied utterance
of st character.

Oeeurrence: Common summer
wisitant at lower altitudea on bhoth
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sides of Slerra Nevada; most abun-

dant in UpperSonoran Zone on west

slope. Lives In low growths along
ravine bottoms and near slrenms.

Zeen in pairs or singly, the male

more often than the female. May

Lo August,

WESTERN EVENING GROS-
EREAK (Hesperiphona vespertina
brooksil
Hige large for a sparrow, but less

than that of Robin. Boedy chunky,
tatl short and indented at end; bill
very large and conical: Male: body
coloration brownish yellow; tail and
wings black, each wing with a large
whilte pateh (mostly of innermost
gecondaries); top of head, black;
forehead and stripe over eyve clear
vellow. Female: body coloration,
grayish brown, wings and tail;
black much spotted with white,

Volee: Bong of male three loud
high-pilched notes uttered slowly.

Occurrence: Irvegular, usually
sparse, summer visitant to Transl-
tion and Canadian zones on west
glope of Sierra MNevada., Observed
from Crane Flat, Hazel Green and
Chinguapin east to Mono Meadow;
plao In Yosemite Valley, Inhahlts
forest trees, foraging in crown
foliage; less often shrubz or on
ground, Usunally In small flocks of
loose formations, or in pairs. Come-
monest March to October,
CALIFORNIA PURPLE FINCH

(Carpodacus purpureus californi-

Cus)

Blze of Junoo (length §5'% inches);
tail shorter than body, and decid-
edly notched, Male! top of head,
rump and lower surface of body
Trom chin to breast, dull purplish
red; belly whitish, unstreaked; rest
of plumage dark brown, more or
less tinged with red. Female: en-
tiraly lacking red, the plumage
above grayish brown (tinged with
greenizn) and the under surface
broadly streaked with dark brown,

Volee: Song of male a rapid roll-

YOREMITE NATURE NOTES

ing warhle lasting about two sec-
onds and repeated at fairly regular
intervals,

Oecurrence: Moderately common
summer visitant to Transition Zone
on west slope of Sierra Nevada, In
palrs ar in amall flocks., Casual in
winter.

WESTERN CHIPPING SPARRKOW
(Bpizella passerina arizonae)
Decidedly smaller than Junco,

and with narrower tail. Crown of

head chiefly bright reddish brown:
atripe over eye ashy white; upper
surface of body brown, with black
streaks on back; under surface of

body  ashy  white, unmarked in
adults, streaked in juveniles. Mo
white on tail.

Voice: Song of male 8 monoton-
ous buzz lasting several seconds,

Oeeurronce: Summer visitant,
widely from floor of San Joaguin

e
i v RS
"%tl'”il T L X

1 Westarn
Chpping qurrm =

Valley to near timber line on 2i
erra Nevada. Frequents varlous
situations, most often margins of
clenrings adjpcent to small trees,
Forages chiefly on ground. TFlocks
loogely after nezting. April to Oce-
tober.

WIITF - CROWMEL SPARBROW

{Zonotrichia leucophrys)

MNever common in Yosemite Val-
ley, but straggler, seen every year.
A few nesting records in Valley.
April to Movember,

LINCOLN SPARROW (Meloaplza
lineolni)

Mests from Yosemite Valley (4004
feet) up to 8000 feet as at Porcupine
Flat. Several mnerting  records
Nestz on ground fn manner of
Juneo, April to October,
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Arrival and Departure Dates of the
Commoner Summer Visitants

Chart Showing the First Appearance of Summer Visitants in
Yosemite Valley

183 1EID 1033 1924 1B2S 036 2T 1928 192p

Spotted Bandptper ..  6-12  G-1% 67 4-30 B4 B2 480 404 L.a0
White-lthronts| Swift 3-24 3-24 3-17 4=18 4-a 2-25 3-1 a3 412
Callops Hommer i - &-4 G- a3 d-24¢ 3-18 426 3-3 4-18
Trafll Flyeateher . G-14 B2 523 5-17  5-18  0-18  B-20 522 5-1p
Wood Pewee | - hEL: ] B-d B-14 55 8-2 G6-2 4-28 54 Bt
Vialet-green Swallow, . 4-3 3-18  4-13 L3 3-28 322 3-7 310 411
Cassin Viren ... 421 4-13 4-18 0 4-14 4-12 414 422 447 417
Warbling Vireo 4-20 i-16 423 17 4-12  d-14 4-18 413 417
Calavoeras Warbier | . €22 4-28 4-28  4-18 4= 418 418 4-21 4-24
Vellow Warbler e - 4-35 §-28 4-10 4-24 1i-18 4-28 487 4-30
Black-throated G rey

Wrhler . 4=17 4 4-15  4-18 4.6 =4 4-13  4-8 4=16
Hermit Warbler . . -1 £-25  4-20 4-25  4-20  4-24 422 421
Tolmie Warkler i 4-23 -9 i-35 Fe=d 4-28 4-24 4=28  4-30 84
ftedt winge.! Bipckbind i-23 1.19 21 3-18 2-24 322 295 3-7 220
Brower Blackbird 3-22 3-23 -8 A=z -1 313 3-10 A3
Western Tanager .. 55 S-4 424 51 =27 4-28 4.2 428 430
Plack headed Grosheak 4-21 4-24 4-20 4-18 -4 4-15 4-21 4-23 4-17
Lasull Bunting . . H-a0 -1 =T 4-18 3-13 n=2 o 5-24 3-18
Evening Grosbeak | . L~ R B | 4-2 G-1i 2.4 413 33 3-7 A=11k
Chipping Eparrow .. -2 4-18 -1 4-T 411 4-18 4-22 435 4-17
While crownpd Sparrow 5 4-24 =10 =19 4-13 - 4= 4 §-1B
Lincoln Sparrow ... . a-28 =11 4-12 a-2 =10 520  4-30 518

Chart Showing the Last Appearance of Summer Visitants in Yoscmite
Valley

15920 1987 1823 14 15 g 1957 182K

Hpotied Hanoppor U168 893 A& Bab G-h B@ B-1E 839
White-throated Bwift . By B-2H B-22 G-18 8- 10-10 Be1f 9T
Calliope Hummer .. <11 9-a B-38 Bl E-18 124 D24 10-7
Tradll Flyeatcher e B-iWh B-21 B-30 22 4$1 -3 g-18 B
Winod  Powes B-21 Bed 8-ZR B30 Bg -1 3-8 11
Wiolet preen Swnllow . B2 93 B-1ip B.16  H-§ R4 B-1K  B-15
Cassn Vireo .. 2 1 §-22 01 1B-14 B-1 L5 -1 9-18
Weraling Viero 8-25 R=0 B#-21 R-1R H-20 2-18 TR
Cnlaverns Warbler |, - T4 o3 B3 -6 -1 7.0
Wellow Woarkler § H-11 a3 B=T [EEH] B-5 101 B-1 4-10
Blacl throated Gray Warbler | 8-25 B-28 511 h-# H=30 14-1 B-1T e
Hermit Warkior . . \ 7-26  8-B 720 E-18 B-T7 T-14 624 7-22
Talmle Warhler B-19 B4 R-28 BT 6-% B mIE 810
Red winged Blackbird & Bed B-18 B-22 10-8 w1 a-21 8.8
Brower Boackbird . 11-0 11-13 1025 137 LB 11-1 111 -7
Weastern Tanager . B-12 8.3 230 B-17 B By B-20  @-24
Mack heade| Grostesk -0 81 B-50 Bzn @1 A0 B-27 D
Laozull Bunting . ... . 818  T<d0 T-25 K22 R-§ BLAp 7.7
Esening Oroshoal P-15 =20 1011 10-2 -1 17 121 114
Chipplng Bparpow 9-24 10-3 =R 1018 10-26 0 1-2H e d
Whitegrowned Sparrow 18 933 128 11-10 10-21 11413 11 pp-cn
Limcaln Spnrrow o W3 1029 102K -2 0= 10-24  I0-28  (6-17

Note: The data on this page were compiled by Charles and Enid Michael
from their daily observations during the years indicated,
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Winter Visitants to

California is popularly known as
the winter home of many birds that
nest in the north, bul only a few
of these winter visitorz are attract-
cid to the mountainous portions of
the State, Yosemite Valley, al 4000
feet elevation, is the winter home
of only 16 of these speciea, most of
which nest farther north, How-
ever, there are several winter visl-
tants that come to Yosomite from
warm summer homes at lower ele-
vatlons along the flanks of the Si-

the Yosemite Valley

erra Nevada, This unusual teait of
moving to o cold climaie for the
winter Is exhibited Lo some extent
by the Nuttall Woodpecker, Plain
Titmouse, Western Winter Wren
amd Western Bluebird, The latter
iz the only one prezent in numbers,
in fact the general scarcity of ape-
cies and individuals s the most
outstanding feature of Yosemite's
winter visitants, Only the careful
observer will see any but the King-
lefz and Bluebirds.

RING-NECKED DUCK

coltarisk

Hend blaglk, with purplish reflec-
tiona la strong light; back and
breast biack; sides ashy, separated
treia breas. by curved white lHne
extending 0 short dis ance upward;
aren under tail black; rest of under
parls white. Bill dark gray with a
nurrow band of white around the
Baso, and n broader band of bluish
white near the tip, tip black; lrls
sellow, lect gravish blue, Size me-
dium for a duck.

Ogeurrence:  Casual
Llerced River and Mireor
Deceniber to Mareh.

NUTTALL WOODPECKER (Dryao-
hates nuttalli)

Bize, smaoll for woodpecker, Httle
aver half that of a Modoo Wood-
pecker, Whole back, wings, =sides
of body and outer tall feathers bar
red  or spotted with hlack and
white; therefore called “ladder-
hacked™; throat and breast white,
ninrmnrked; hend, black, with n
white atripe above and another be-
love ere; back of head red in adualt
1isles.  Juvenile birds of both sexes
hase mare or lezs red on crown of
hedd, Flight course in short swoops
aor undnlations, with intermittent
wing strokes.

Volee: A loud hirsh-ptaled trlll,
Frequents

(MNyroca

visitor  to
Lake,

Oegnrrence: naks,

digger pines, and Lo a lesser extent
cottonwoods and willows,  Trregu-
lar v.sitant o Yosemile Valley.

PLAIN TITMOLUSE
inornatus)

2ize somewhat less than that of
Juneo or Linnet, Coloration every-
where plain, grayish brown above,
pale gray beneath; no contrasted
markingz of any zort. Head with o
tapersd crest, which (2 habitually
kept erect. Manners, flight and
notes resembling those of Chicka-
dees,

Oeeurrence: Commaon resident of
Upper Sonoran Sone on west slope
of Serta Nevada, Lives chiefly in
follage of nak trecs, Expoctod No-
vember to February, singly or in
pairs. Often with Juncos.

WESTERN WINTER WREN
{Nnnnus hiemalis pacifieus)

{Booolophus

Smallest of the wrens; body size
less tham half that of Junco; tail
but a little more than an Inch in
length, Coloration  dark reddish
brown, below as well as above: an
indistiner light line over eye Tao
held always up af steep angle with
back, Movements of hbird guick:
#quats every now and then,

¥oice: A m'her oxtended and
varied song of rapid delivery and
high pitch.

Oeeurrence: Sparse summer visi-
tant at middle altitiwleos on woor
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alope of Blerra Nevada observed In
Yosermite Valley and at Mereed
Crove of Big Trees. Winter visitant
o falr numbars Lo Yozemite Valley
asd El Portal, Lives among root
tanglez and brush heaps near
etreams, Solitary, October to March.

NORTHERN VARIED THRIUSEH
{Ixoreus naeviug merulojdes)
Size of Robin and somewhat sim-

Har in celoration, but with a black,
or {in femaley, slaty, band across
chest, and a shorter tail. Upper sur-
fage siate-colored; under surface
brght rusty brown (more orange
than in Robind; conspleuous stripe
of same color hehind eye; alsa bars
znd gpots of same on wing. In flight
like Iobin, but with a pale band
showing lengthwise of ench spread
wing.

Occurrence: A winter visitant to
the western slope of the Sierras be-
low the level of heavy snows. Com-
mon  locelly, reaching Yoseniite
Falley In late antumn and present
in midwinter. Forages in scattered
companies In chaparral or dense
growths of small trees; seldom seen
in the apen, October to March.

MERMIT THRUSH, Alaska (Hy-
locichla suttata)

Dwarf (Hylocichla guttata nanus)

For description see Bierra Hermit
Thrush in Summer Visitants.

Occurrence: Fall visitant at all
pltitudes on west slope of Sierra
Mevada, and winter visitant there
below level of heavy snow, Keeps
to sheltered situations generally,
even chaparral. Solitary. October to
February.

WESTERN BLUEEIRD (Slalia
mexicann occidentalis)

SBize half agnin that of Junco,
witgs relatively long, reaching near-
Iy to end of tail. Male: upper sur-
face of body mainly intense dark
hlue, chin and throat the samae;
rafddle of back and breast, and sldes
of body, chegtnut brown. Female:
upper aurface ond throat dull gray-

ikh blue; breast and sidez pale
chestnut  brown,  Young: hreast
mottled with dusky, Of guiet de-

moanor, movements deliberate,
Ceourrence: Common at all gea-

sons in Upper Sonoran Zone on
western foothills of Sierra Nevado.
In autumn and early winter appears
at higher altitudes sastward as far
as Colby Mountain (near Ten
Lakes) and commonly in Yozemite
Valley. In mnesting season lives
chiefly about blue oaks; one nesting
record Morsine Dome, but at other
geasons of year freguents herry-
producing plantz especially the
mistletoe on oalis, Flocks (openly)
through most of year, breaking into
attentive paira at nesting time. Oc-
tober to March.,

WESTERN GOLDEN-CROWNED
KINGLET {(Regulus satrapa oliv-
ACES)

Bize wvery s=mall; about one-third
thet aof Juneo; tail shorter than
body, Crown of head orange and
yellow (mals) or golden yvellow (fe-
male) hordered on olther =side by
hlack; a white siripe over sye; up-
per surface of body chiefly green;
under surface whitish: one or two
light bars on wings. Movements
quiek, wings fluttered often.

Voice: A zeries of fine and wiry
noies,

Oeeurrence: Resident of Park,
winters in Yosemite Valley, in smalfl
flocks. Keeps high in conifers. Sep-
tember to May,
WESTERN

KINGLET
cineraceus)

RUBY-CROWNED
(Corthyvlic calendula

Size very small, about one-third
that of Junco; taill shorter than
bhody. Upper surfoee of body grayish
green; under surface buflly white;
one or twa light bars across each
wing, and a light ring around owo
Male has a crown pateh of brilliaot
red, usaally concealed, but capahle
of being flashed into view, Move-
menls guick, nervous, flutters wings
froquently.



ol

Valee: Bong of male elaborate.
all note B Roolding “eh'" often re-
peated,

Oceurrence: Resident Canadian
Zone, winter visitant to Valley. Bolj-
tary, September to March.

SLATE-COLORED JUNCO (Junco
hyemalis)

Similar to Thurber Junco (see
resident list), but black margin of
cowl on breast curved downward
rather than upward,

Qceurrence: [rregular winter visi-
tant. Mest likely to be azsociated as
single individuals in flocks of Thur-
bar Juncos. October to April.

FOX SPARROWE (Passerella ili-
T
Alberta (altivagans)
Shumagin {(unalazchecensis)
lediak (Insularis)
Valdez {sinunsa)

Of chunky build, hetween Robin

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

and Junco In size. Upper aurface al-
most uniform dark brown, graylsh,
or reddish in tone, nccording to sub-
species; wings and tail in any case
with more or less of s foxy red
tinge; under surface white, with
bold triangular spots of dark brown
or grayizh brown, most numerous
on fore neck; no white markings on
either wings or tail; bill varyingly
stout, dark-coloved, in some races
vellow below al base,

Opourrence: These subspecific
forms are migrants and winter visi-
tants, rare In Lower Bonoran Zone
but commaon in Upper Sonoran and
texcepl in periods of heavy Bnows)
Transition Hones, throughout the
reéglon, Inhabits thick brush, under
which it industriously forages with
much sound of scratching in the
litter; found sngly or In pairs,
never in flocks, Auvguat to & pr'l

Selected Bibliography

This limited list incledes only a few of the more recent books best

suited to beginning students of Califernia bird life.

Advaneed students

should eonzult the comprehenzive Bibliography of California Ornithology ™,
by Dr. Jozeph Grinnell. # The firet two references are obtainable at five
doilars from the Yosemite Natural History Association. and copies of all
are available in the Yosemite Museum Library,
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Burnell, 1925,

# Pulifizhed by the Cooper Crenibhologiead Clak, 1

Animal Life in the Yosemite, Grinnell and Storar, 1924,

Birds of the Pacific States, Hoffmann, 1934,

The Birds of California, Dawson, 1023,

The Game Birds of California, Grinnell, Bryant, anid Storer, 1915,
Handhook of Birds of the Western United States, Bailey, 1917,

Fialil Book of Birds of the Southwestern [Tnited States, Wyman and

ceatey, Oal. - 1925,
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