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Yosemite’'s Bear Banquet

By M. E. BEATTY

April in Yosemite means the start
of aur nightly Bear Shows, which
are continued until these anlmals
go into their winter hibernation in
late MNovember or early December.
For the first few weeks each vear
we are constantly asked by visltors
why there are so few bears feeding
and why they seem =20 indifferent
ahoul eating. This apparent lack
of hunger is due to their long win-
ter's fost rather than to the guabity
of the food we offer. S0 [ar as is
known, bears partake of no food or
sweater during the hibernating pe
riul. which in this region lasts
thout four months  Upon emerging
fram winter dens the bears' diges
tive organs ore still ipactive and
must be brought back to normsl
functioning very slowly and care
fully. just as In humanz where the
termination of a8 fast requires very
close supervision, So during April
we commonly observe bears eating
grass and herbage in the meadows
rather than the neavier diet offered
at the feeding platforms. Evidentiy
these graszez and herbs have oer
tain medicinal properties thi
in bringing the digestive orgons
hack to normal funetloning.

From this one mirht assome thn
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the first few hear shows of the
yoeor would be lacking in interest,
hut guite the reverse 1z true. The
small #ttendance of bears gives
some of the smaller mammals an
opportunity to share the banguet
table. Btriped skunks are regular
boarderz at this time and one can
never tell jusi what will happen. As
A general rule the skunk and the
benr get along rather well together
epch animal having a great deal of
respect for the other, Coyofea, o
gray fox and an eagle have also
heen obzerved feeding at the bears
dining room during April of this
wvear, A the season advances more
and more bears appear at the night-
ly feeding. As many as 30 muy be
zeEn At one Ltime in late summer
The rubs generally appear in the
valley during June, but do not start
eating alongside their mothers =t
the pits until & month or so later.
Late summer and fall is the time
when the expression "as hungry a-
A bear” geoms Lo be verified, Thev
not only eat to fill thelr immediate
demands but to build up excess lay
ers of Iat to tide them over the
kibernating period. This iz especial
v necessary for females wha ex
peet cubs, for these cule are born
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during the hibernating period and
this {ut reserve must be =ufficlent
to support the life of the mother
anid at the same time furnish food
or the nursing cubs.

The fact that the bear is the larg-
est mammal in ouy park, besides
being one of the most interesting
o his peculiar habits, makes the
Vesemite bear banguet one of the
leading attractiona Tor onr aummer
vigriors,

EARLY ARRIVALS TN
HIGH SIERRA
By SNOW GAUGER SAM KING

While making the last snow gaug-
inT trip of the yvear to Tenaya Lake
il Tuolumne Meadows 1 noted
e oeral  early  spring  records of
birds and animals that were mov-
ing into the high country while it
wig still completely covered with
snow, At the Parson's Ladge, in
Tuolnmne  Meadows,  were [0
moantain bluebirds ge'ting ready to
stnke out elaims for summer pesi
rfones, They seemed o bt previous,
nn there was not o gingle spot of
bare ground pnywhere on this 29th
day of March. (ITdtor's note: Tt e
quite probable that this obzervation
eslablishes the firs! dateat which
muountain Moebirds arcive in their
summer nesting area. 8 surmisze fir-
ther justified by the obzervations of
Charles and Enid Michael, who zaw
moiuniain bluebirds, apparently mi-
rroting through Yosemite Valley, on
Plarch 19, 22 and 265

We plan saw trocks of o pine
morten  in Tuolvmne Meadows,
which may indicate that these ani-
mols nre spronding out Teom Tenmya
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Iake, where we have seen many of
theit tracks for several yenrs.

At the Tenaya Laks cabin we met
our old friends, a bipe-fronted jay
and a Clark ecrow, that have heen
rlght on hand for food sceraps overy
time a 00w gangitg party has oe
ciupled the eabin during the last two
winters. In fact, they aet az though
aueh visits were he only occasiony
ithat they enjoyed a full feed, Both
birds would corme right up to the
enbin door and gulp down orcults
im g manner thot would pui to
chame certaln of my fellow “angers
who have been known to make de-
rogatory remarks. wboutl my cook
Ing. The Clark crow seensed at
korze at this high elevition (B100),

s plpht be expacted, but thoe Jay

| |

wiag a little abowe his usnal vange
anid showed the effect of L. His
volee was a hoarse croalk, as thoush
he guffered from = bod cold, or sise
It was due to the contaminating in
fluence of long aszoclation witn the
Clark erow. Jays are greal i1l
tors, and mozt Hkely This ooe Lol
Tearned (o erouk the crow langies
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Taming a Wildcat

By €. . PRESNALL

Making tame cats oul of wildeats
iz one of the diversionz of Yosemite
residentz, who think no more of it
than most people would of gong to
the pet store to buy a canarv., Al
least that is true of Peter Topp,
foreman  of the Yozemite fish
hatehery, who has Lrained two wild-
cats to come to his back door when
ever he calls, One of the eats will
even stand on ita hind legs In it=s
eagerness to reach the food, Tn plo-
necr days s wildeat at the doo
would cause the women and chil-
dren to barricade themselves inside
while the man of the house went
forth to slay the beast, but the
modern Yosemite ‘dea iz to throw
open the windows so the children
can watch their mother feed the
cats while father shoots them with
A CAmEra,

Mr. Topp says it coly ftook a
wieek or two to train the ecats. His
firat Intimation of thelr presence
was when he found the tracks in
the snow each morning where they
had evidently been eating scraps
laft for some tame ring-ta led ool
that live arcund the hatchery. Then
one day he saw the old mothor
wildeal some distance from  the
house, and threw a pork chop to
ward her, She was evidently very
hungry, for she grabbed the meal
and carvled it into the woods., After
that she came every day, bringing
a half-grown kitten with her, and
gradually became tame enough to
appropch to within a few fest of

the open kitchon window,

Junior Park Naturallst

The antica of the old cat and her
kitten were very amusging, At first
the old one would not let the kitten
eat until she had sampled the food,
then she would give him selected
pieces., One day the kitten arrived
first on the scene and enjoyed the
thrill of feeding h'mself, although
he made a clumsy job of it, often
lunging at the meat only to bury
his head In the snow o few Inches
to one side or the other of t. The
discovery that he could feed him-
sell made hlm very cocky; he was
now a grown up cat, and tried to
act like one when his mother came
up for her share, He growled and
arched his back aso high that his
hind feet almost left the snow, and
when these tactics failed to impress
the old one he gave her a bloody
nose, cauzing her to retive in dis
gust. Apparently the kitten felt
that this evened the score for the
many spankings he had previously
roceived. at least the two cats ro
sumed peaceable relationz in a few
days, rubbing against each othes
Just as a house catl rubs against its
master's legs.

NOT MANY IN VALLEY

Wildeats have never beep ospe
cially numercug in Yosemite Na
tional Park, and throughout mos
of the year they have no trouble in
finding enough to eal. Hence it =
qu te probable that Mr. Topp's twe
pets will forsake the “bread line”
28 So0n as gpring comes, but oo
doubt will be on hand again next
winter for more tidbits,
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Rare Fur-bearing Mammals in Yosemite

Gy RANGER NATURALIST

No mammalz in Californin  oare
being more extensively and contin.
votsly hunted than are the fur-
hearers, All of them are trapped
persistently for their pelts. Several
spacies are hunted throughouf the
venr hecnuse of the damage they do
or are thought to do, Many sports-
men and ranchers take every op
portunity te shoot & bobeal, fox,
shunk, or mink even though the ani-
mnl may be miles from the nearest
poultry yard, They do It without
thinking, or just because it has al-
ways been done, and because they
want to shoot at something alive
Doveral specles of fur-bearers are
elis=ed ns predators and therefore
roce ve no  protection from  our
Siate pame laws, The others are
protec!ed by a clozed seasom; except
when doing damage, This leaves a
loop-hole making prosecution of vie-
lators difficult or imposszible. In
other words, our fur-bearers are ax-
tensively  trapped, poizoned, shot
and hunted with dogs during the
open season, and some specles are
pursued throughout the year, As a
regilt many species  (river otier,
marten, mink, red fox, wolverine
and fisher) are becoming scarce,
aned the grizzly benr, pen otter and

ADREY E. BORELL

wolf are probably gone from Cali-
[ rnin forever.
FADKS PROVIDE REFUGE

There are some people who will
“What of it? Who cares
whether they are exterminated™
But there nre others wha feel thar
the carnivore and other fur-bearers
are integral parts of the animal
community, and who know that weo
are not justiflfed in exterminoting
them, These fur-bearing maommals
are finding o real haven in our Na
tional Parks. Although the National
Parks In Callfornia were set aside
too late to save the grizzly bear
{our Btate emblem), they were es-
tablished in time to save many
other specles which are disappear
ing from mest of California,

The [followlng data were tnken
from written records of obsorvo-
tions made by Park Rangers pnod
Naoturalists belween April 1 nnd
September 15, 1932 Thesze records
are filed In the Yosemite Museum
and contain some encournging facts
regarding fur-hearers.

SPECIES SELDOM SEEN

Wolverines riare throoghou
tho Stale, and rnrely has one been
reeoriled in Yoremile  during  the

BTISEWEr:
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past few wvears. One was seen last
summer at Breeze Take between
July 24 and 30 and the tracks of
another were found at Huckleberry
Lake by Ranger L. C. Danner.
Tracks of red foxes wore found in
many places above G000 feet =albi-
tude, and the park population of
red foxes (3 prebably about 40,
Ring-tailed catz and California gray
foxes are common in Yosemite Val-
ley and =seem to be increasing In

number, Slerra pine marten have
been seen at Tenayva Lake, Tuol
umne Meadows and Snow  Cresk

Lodge; also their tracks were found
in several other places There are
probably BD or more marten in the
park. Both the marten and the red
fox are highly valued for their fur
and outside the park are trapped
intensively for that reason. The
heautiful and rare fisher is undoubi-
edly te be found within the park
hour dries, bhut there has been no
positive record of it for several
VEATH

HOPE FOR RIVER OTTER

Here is the most surprising and
Iimportant dizcovery made durlng
the past summer. At least 11 river
atters were seen in varlous lakes in
the northern section of the park by
tlp patrolling rangers. River otters
are highly prized for their pelts and
are benoming rare over most of
Californla. There are a number of
e lehes and streams in Yosem-
ite which =zhould provide suitable
hnbitat requirements for river ot-
ters It i3 hoped that they will con-
tinuwe to thrive and, under the pro-
tretion of the park, be permanently

||r't's|'r'1.r:'|l

In gildition fo the specied already
vl beppesed TG hridger,  atriped
wliiinl lenmt wenanl,  mountain

sl [FTRL TR [SALRRATRIT] oyl

Dlsels Benr, mountnin oo nod mink
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are egtablished in Yosemile and
other national parks in California,
The apecies just mentioned is still
fairly numerous in various scclions
of California, but the time will un-
doubtedly come when, like the griz-
zly bear and wolverine, they also
will be rare or extinct outside our
national parks Let us hope that
the WNWational Park Bervice will be
able to continue wilh ifs present
policy of protecting, so far as pos
gible, all forms of native animal Hfe
found within the parks, so that they
may be preserved for those whao
come after us

YOSEMITE'S 82nd BIRTHDAY

By €. A, HARWELL,
Park Naturalist

March 25, 1938 was the eighty-sec-
ond anniversary of the discovery
and first entry of white man into
Woaemite Valley., Development of
this national park and Incresse In
travel and popularity in the last few
yvears have been so remarkable that
it iz pood Lo give pauze to consider
conditions and hardships of those
early days in our park history,

The Mariposa Battalion headed
by Capt. .John Boling, on an expe-
dition to capture and remove to u
reservation the bond of Indians
known a5 "Yosemites" entered Yo
gemite Valley by way of Tnapiration
Point and camped under E] Capitan
facing Bridelveil Fall, March 25
1861. Names here given ware as-
signed to these features on that
day., Dr. L. H. Bunnell, the medical
officer of the party, upon returning
to Mariposa gave out the first ac-
count of fthiz wonderland in the
Muariposa Gazette, which has heen
continuonsly publizhed sines that
day,
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Another Rare Bat in Yosemite
¢. C. PRESNALL Junior Park Naturalist

Another specimen of a rare anl
vonl hos bean found inY semnlte Val
ley, thus adding to the fame which
the region already posresses mong
those who search the world for new
and rare scientifie discoveries. The
new (ind, a mastiff bai, is the larg-
st of MNorth American bats, with a
wing spread of 18 to 21 inches, and
wae formerly thought to ccour only
in the hottest portions of California,
Arizona and Texas. Strange to say
three of these creatures hove boen
found in Yosemite Valley; one was
lound in 1924 near the present site
of Ahwahnee Hotel, another in 1932,
near the Old Village, and aow the
third discovered frozen to death on
April 18 of this year at the enlrance
af the Ahwahnes grounds. An un-
usually s=evere frost had occurred
the previous night. and 1t |s possible
Lthat the bat bhad migrated Crom the
couth and conld not resist the cold
climate, Bats that hibernate hers
through the winter were heard flv.
ing before and after the eold night.
Apparently they had retired during
the freezing spell to warm crevices
unknown to the mastiff bat, whaose
presence in this unfavorable elimatoe
iz unexpected and unexplained

Enowledge of all bats k= lmited,
and the mastiff bat, rare even in
the gouth, has given zcientizts prae-
tleally no opportunity to study its
habits. One slgnificant fac! has
come Lo light in regard to the speci-
meng found in Yogemite, All of
them were found during the sum-
mer months, and according to
Frank Sitephens' “California Mam-
mals” the few masatiff bats found in
Southern Californin were all dis-
coverad in the winter. This gives
some atrength o the theory that

the bat i= a migratory species that
may breed in Yosemite or farther
north. (fditors Note:- Later atudy
by A, Bragier Howell ahows thot
thiz species breeds in the sonth.)

The mastiff bat (Eumpos califor
nicus) is well named, sinee it has
pendulous upper lips that give it
the mournful appearance of 8 mas-
Liff dog.  Its ears are encrmons
like two great funnels, and com-
pletely ohscure its tiny eves. In
pursuing insects through the dim
cvening shies a hat depends almosl
entirely upon its sease of hearing
ftnd ean avoid colllslon in the ai-
by detecting sound wawves of alp
currents reflected back from ohjec!s
In its path.

TO A SNOW PLANT

Sweet crimson snow plant of the
steeps,

From rugged
PHeasE.
Beside some fall and stately tree
She nestles where the sunbeams s
And cheer her lonely life,

Her home "'midst wintor's melting
ENOWS

mountain tops  ahe

Iz near where mountain
flows.

The whirling windas come rushing
past

And wet her brightness
cast

torrent

roumd =

To grace the nearby crag.

By Florenee Ethel Sternbeasg,
1250 Arpuello street, Ban Franciseo
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Why Deer Drop Their Antlers Each Year

By C. C. PRESNALL,

Why do deer shed their antlers
every year?T That i= a favorite topie
of discussion among Yosemite visi-
tors who happen to see the deer in
the oot of dropping thelr antlers
during December and January. The
question came to our attention
again in Febroary when the tule
elk, of which a small herd iz kept
in  Yosemite WValley, commenced
shedding antlers, Thiz article san
rttempt fo explain the things that
eanse anthers to drop off annually

dany different theorlezs  have
boen sdvanced to explain the phe-
DTN, I onee thought the
growth of a new set pushed the old
ones off, sinee the new antlers on
w0 ol started growing immediately
rftor the old ones dropped off But
mule deer walt several months he-
fore starting new growth. The true
cause was found by & close exam-
inntion of the end of a freshly de-
tached antler, which appeared
rovghened like sandpaper. or o8
thovgh the bproy  substance  had
heen otehod with an acld, This
sngpested  that the connection be-
tween shull and antlers had  beon
weakens] by being dissolved away,
but Icolking at the scar on the head
of an el that has just cast an
eotlor T zaw nothing but blood, as
taight be expected

The dissclving action of the blood
it explodned by Caton, in "The Dest
of Amerien,"” ag follows: "Now, theae
hlood vessels retalning their vitnlits
vithin the artlealation 1o antler
amd glinlly commenee o new nd im-

portnnl oworl which s pesigned
Huwemy  that e, the work of abaorp
FHlon Thes  pleds |.-.|r||-|.---|, i
rreilyes pgrogpy, of gramales, of whnt

T ooel! fhe neticulne plate, ol earey

Junior Park Naturalist

them away, and when a safficient
number of these particles have
been thus removed, the antler bes
comes loosened from its seat, or at
leazi the point of junction becomes
wealened, and the antler dropz off
or iz more generally removed by
some slight foree before il has be-
come completely loosened so as to
drop off by its own gravity."

VWhy this dizsolving action should
take place in the winter or early
spring, or in fact why it should talke
place at all, iz a question that must
be answered by labaratory research
waorkerz in physiology. The average
sportsman  is conteént  with  the
knowledge that the whole process
of growing and shedding antlers is
to insure an undamaged pair when
the mating fizhts take place each

|
!
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!

It iz simply a zecondary gen
which hna  heon
fine degree ol

fall
characteristic
brought b such n
perfeation as Lo ohallenge the
Tervesl ol lnyenee et welontiat gl
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Sage Thrasher is New Bird for Yosemite

By ASBISTANT POSTHASTER

My bhird walk in the rain on the
morning of the 28th of April
brought many surprises and added
several names to the monthly bird
report and a new species Lo our
Yosemite check list, Several shy
white-crowned sparvows flew across
the road into a ceanothus thicket
I Iolfowed them, and in the thicket
discovered four fox sparrows and a
handsome green-tailed towhee, The
greeniail wars singing in the rain,
the lox sparrows uttered only their
zmatll ecall-notez, This is the first
time 1 have ever heard a green-
tailed towhes sing on the [loor of
the valley, Both of these sparrows
are common above the “rim'"” dur-
ing the summer months, but rarely
are they szeen on the floor of the
valley,

Al the edge of Kennyville mead-
oW nelp tee large river poocl came
the next =urprize, He looked a
plump little bird  th his feathers
o1l Tufied out to keep warm. As he
hopped nbout oo the lawn he had
the drooping-wing pose of the
robin. At the end of each series
of hops he paused, stralghtened up
and twisted hi=s long floppy tail in
the manner of a mocking bird. This
was a new bird to me, never io my
life had 1 seen him hefore. His
upper parts were lght grayish
was  brown with

brown, his  tail

CHARLES MICHAEL

white margin on the outer feathers
and white tips ot the corner of the
tali., These tail markings were not
conspicusus 23 the bird with lively
running hops moved about on the
ground. The breast was gray with
hlack streaks running from throat
to belly.

I firast thought that the bird was
some sort of a thrush, but his be-
havior was all wrong. Thrushes do
not seurery out over the open mead-
aws, racing here and there in pur
sult  of zplders. Somehow the
stranger kept reminding me of a
mockingbird, And then [ discowv-
ered that he had the mockingbird
eve and not the large Innocent eyes
of a thrush. The bird seemed re-
luctant to fly, and as 1 followed
him about he must have covered
an acre of open meadow. He was
not particularly shy, and at time:
I got close enough to see his yel
low eyez, Finally I forced him to
fly and then 1 ecaught a glimpse of
his while tail markings, At home
I checked up on the bird and be
came convioced that it was a sage
thrasher.

After 13 wears of observation In
the walley it is thrilling to en-
counter a hird that had not heen
previously  reported snd  more
thrilling, of course, to happen «+n a
complete stranger,
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