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Cliff Presnall Transferred to Zion

By C. A, HARWELL, Fark Natunralist

Saturday, June 24, Clifford Pres-
nall with his wife and small =son
Jack lefi Yogemite National Park
to take up his new work as park
naturaiist at Zien Natlonal Park,
Hi= host of friends stationed at Yao-
semite and moeny park visitors who
had come to know him well gather-
e at the rangers’ clubhouse the
evening bofore his departure towish
him well in his new position. As a
token of appreciation and friend-
ship his azsociatez in the park ser-
vice presented Mr. Presnall a
Voightlander camera.

Mr. Prezsnall entered the Nathonal
Park Serviee in 1829, after huaving
attended 8 session of the Yosemlite
Bohionl of Field Watural History
during the zame year. During the
last two and one-hall vears he has
gerved das junlor park naturalist io
Toaemite MNational Park, assisting
with all the waried educational ac-
tivitie2 here and szpecializing in
preparation of exhibits  His most
outstanding work in Yosemite was
the establishment of the Mariposi
Grove Museum, in which he waz as-
#lated by his wife, Raby Presnall,
who is onoart stndent of promising

nbility. This museurmn, housed in 8
replica of an old log cabin which
has stood in the heart of this fa-
mous grove for half a century, con-
tains the most complete exhibit on
Big Treez to be found in any mu-
zeum in the country, The original
nature of these Big Tree exhibits,
hiz Yozemite experience in building
nature trafls, and hls general work
A% 8 museum man has given him
an enviable reputation amaong the
mugeum preparators of the sountry.
 Every naturalist has hobhies—
special fields in which he is most
interested. Preznall specialized on
mammalz at Oregon State College,
from which he graduated in 1923
with the degree of bachelor of
selence, now he is especlally inter-
eated in birds. He has just com-
pleted a bibliography on the birds
of the CGreat Basin reglon which
cheonld prove valnahle to him in his

new position. He Is a clear and
foreeful lecturer on numbers of not-
el history-and nationel park top-
ica and a clever writer In the na-
ture  field, We

provud of thiz advanceent

of Yosomite are

o)
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Saw-whet Owl in Yosemite

By C. A, HARWELL  Park Naturalist

On the morning of May 3, while
walking to my office at the mu-
goum, I observed a small brownish
owl in flight being chazed by two
blue-fronted jays in the region of
our government shops, The flight
of this owl was direct but not rapid.
It made mno attempt to change
course Lo throw off the pursuers
Az the owl flew over my head [
thought it might be a pigmy. To
escape itz zilent pursuers the owl
flew  without hesitation into the
open door of the electrical shop.
The two jays perched above {he
door but made no attempt st fur
ther pursuit. They had not at any
time tried to strike at the owl in
the 50 vards of pursuit 1 had ob
served. My Interest aroused, T en
tered the shop, closing the door be-
hind me, and found the bird quite
complacently perched on a raftes
watching the movements of several
af us who soon gathered to wonder
which owl It was It was too large
for a pigmy, being about robin size
and much lighter brown than that
frequently observed species. [t had
no ear tufts. As it turned its head
two small areas of white fenthers
in the solld brown pattern of the
back of the head gave the effect of
two eyes so that. like the pigmy
owl, it might appear alert thrugh
asleep. It proved to be a rare bird,
the  saw-whet owl (Cryptoglaux
acadical.

CARE IN STATE

Mot more than a dozen or two ob-
servations of this speciez have hoen
recarded in the State of California.
Grinnell and Storer during their
survey of the bird and animal life
of the park. were unable to ohserve
n single llve specimen, but found

feathers of this bird in a kinglet
nest. In our museum study-skin ool
lectiom we have one specimen of
thiz species taken in the valley by
Mrs. Jack Gayior in 1918, Assistant
Postmaster Charles Michael and
Mrs. Michael observed a saw-whet
owl being bothered by juncos, Au
guat, 1820, and a nesting pair of this
species in April, 1926, on the floor
of Yosemite Valley

This them was an unusual obe
servation worthy of recording. |
easily eaplured the bird with an
insect net and found it mueh more
docile than the pigmy or other owls
I had attempted to handle. This
fellow made no attempt to bite or
fight back in any way, It was 20
gentle enough to pose for severn
portraitz and mony feet of movie
film. In order to increase Wnowl
edge of thia bird and to point our
good points and beneficial traits, 1
carried him to the local school,
where all the children enjoyed very
much sharing this surprize encoun
ter of mine with this uncommon
speciez of owl. Children al once
tamed him “Hugo"” He was quite
at home In our darkened work
rocm at the museum and learned to
accept raw meat from the hand.
Fiecos were geized by the bill fleat
then tranaferred to either fool or
perhaps both feel to be held while
smaller pleces were torn loose. Most
often his foot was ralsed to the bl
and the meat held or loosened by
claws as nimhle as fingers.

I kept this saw-whet owl al the
museum a week and was always
hopeful that T might hear his song.
which =zome writers describe as
being like the noise made during
the operation of filing a saw.  No
note, however, was uttered except
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the infregquent snapping of mandl
bler when suddenly approached aor
a soft rattle-like trill issued with
head held low und mouth and throoi

open when really on the defensive,

as when jayvs came Loo close to scold
the aowl as we made photographs.

GIANT SEQUOIA HOUSES
CHIPMUNK FAMILY

By RANGER NATURALIST
i, P. BEAL

The Hheridon tree growing he-
shde the Musewm atl Mariposa Grove
has become the home and trajining
ground for a family of chipmunks.
A huge fire scar runs up the tree
for o helght of 50 feel and one of
the members of the woodpecker
fraternity has drilled several holes
in the dead exposed sapwood at the
top of the scar, These holes con
stitute the [ront doors of the chip
munk domicile. The fire evidently
burned the heartwood under the
gapwnod, as well, thus giving the
chipmutik a rear entrance to this
home,

On  bright mornings when  the
sunlight strikes the tree the chip-
munks can be seen enjoying the
warmih. There are five youngsters
about two-thirds developed and they
have tiw gencral appearance of he-
ing vest pocket editiona of their
parents, One morning =ix members
of the family were visible at the
same time. One little fellow hes o
private niche n the bark of the
tree where he sitz and dozes in the
warm sunshine. Other members of
the family are often visible with
their heads profecsting from  the
doorways. None of the younger
chiprumks have been seen on the
grouril, although they aften run up
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and down the huge fire scar leading
to thelr nest.

It is quite unusual for the Big
Trees to serve as homes for our ani-
mal friends. The height of the nest
above the ground iz also unusual, as
chipmunks generally nest at lower
elevations above the ground, Sev-
eral visitors to the grove have de-
cided thiz family as baving “eliff
dwelling” tendencles due to the
unigue location of the nest,

VIOLET-GHREEN SWALLOW'S
NEST

Ranger Naturalist Craig Thomas

Even the birds that zpend most
of their time in the air far above
the pazsing peopls have become
tame under the “hands-off" rule of
Yosemite National Park, One hun-
drad seventy-six persons, on a trip
up the Ledge trall to Glacier Point
on June 21, were able to watch u
pair of violet-green swallows come
down to their nest within 10 feet
of them A deserted woodpecker s
nest in the limb of a black oak
served the swallows as a nest. The
crowd was thrilled st the sight of
the two beantiful birds, swinging in
wide, taut elreles over the valley
and along the walls as they gath
ered mouthfuls of insects. Then
they would sweep down over the
heads of the peuple toa lond atl the
nest entrance, One and then the
ather would go i, then returning,
each would wheel back into the air.
The first group of people moved on
slowly to allow the resl to see the
birds at close range; at no time dii
the birds seem conscious or

woug al our presence,

nite
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Glacial Pavements Near Yosemite Valley
RANGER NATURALIST CAHL SHARSMITH

hpulder-atrewn pavements are seen

One of the most striking features
af the Yosemite back-country are
the great areas of glaciated granile,
geared and  polished, strewn  with
houldera or “erratics" which were
dropped on thelr long journey on
the glacier as the ice melted out

from under them @t the close ol
the glucial winter, These ook
sirewn polished pavements of Yo
somite National Park are world
famous, for there are few moun
tnina in the world where such gl
cinted rock s more estonsive

where the effects of glaciation on
massive granite is shown to bettes
advantage. They form one of the
st reminders of the
recency of the great ice age.

The trail to Merced lake
threugh =nme remarkable aress.
The [irsl are mel above Lost valley
which s just above the Little Yo
semite, Much nearer to Yosemite
Valley, however, ate those on the
northeastward facing shoulders wl
Liberty Cap and Mount Broderick
Liberty Cap und Mount Broderick
are the great rock monollths o
domes to the north of Nevads Fao
These pavements are the nearest Lo
the valley and are fine examples of
thase =oen

lmpressive

EGEEEY

farther in the moun
Lains.
The tirst indieations of glncinten

first above the Nevada Fall Hen
nlong the trail are several erratn
houlders of Cathedrsl Peak granite,
readily recognized by thesr wvery
coarse texture. The true oxtent of
the pavement and its developmeni
iz not realized. however, until oo
climbs up onlo the northwesl =houl
der of Liberty Cap. From a poin
sahout halfway o the summit the
wrea here and on the Moun! Broog
erick shoulder is seen bo its Fulliet
oxtent, and Is wvery impressive
Seoren of huge boulders lie scal
tered about on the amooth rock
The texture und completo appear
nnee of these rocks l= a0 unlike the
massive granite on  which they
atand that the fact that they are
Fforelgmers which have come [rom
nfar iz apparent at once,

The climb to the summit of Lib
erty Cap is short from this half-wn,
poinl. On the top of thizs coundea
dome one again recognizer errabne
houlders even here, a thousaned leet
ar more above Nevada Fall. Witk
thiz before us it is easy to visunliz
the time, long ago, when the pntire
fdome was overswept by the =slow
moving ice flosd., Liberty Cap
ita companion, Mount Bradeysick
withstood the onslaught, and at the
close of the ice age began o emerge

Hi
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like on island in m sea, the boul
ders carried by the lowering lee be-
coming stranded on its summit.
There is no trail to: the top of
Liberty Cap, though "docks mark
the way, The shoulder can easily
be attained, provided one doez no
sthrt the climb untll well pnst the
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dome, on the trail to Merced lake
Thus by poing sufficiently east be-
fore turning back to ascend one can
avoid the heavy brush which covers
that portion of the dome facing the
trall, By keeping on the rvidge of
the shoulder and bearing toward
the Lost lake side, the way is clear

New Method of Bird Study in Yosemite
RANGER-NATURALIST A. E. BORELL

Bird banding asg 8 method of bird
sty hae heen practiced in various
parts of the United Btates for owver
1M yeard and in Europe since 1808,
There are now about 1500 hird-
banders in the United States and
ahout one million birds bawve been
banded (o date. Last yvear Park
Maturalist Edwin MoKee at the
Grand Canyon Natlonal Pork began
banding birds and by March, 18933,
hnd  banded 500, During 18482
Naager Frank Anderson of Yellow-
stone banded 168 birds. So faras
cian learn Groand Canyon, Yellow-
atzne and Yosemite are the only na-
tional parks using this method of
bird study to further the knowledge
of their birds

O May 5 the first banding sta-
tion in Yozemlte waz set up In
Camp 19 on the flopr of the valley,
[ring the two following weeks 34
Plack-headed grosheaks, 14 Sierra
juncos, two short-tailed mountain
chickaders, 2 western tanegers and
one western robin were banded by
Mrz, Baorell and myself. Small
aluminum bands made in various
sizgea to fit the different species of
hirds are issued by the Bureau aof
Biological Survey. BEach of these
hands hiaz a number which = regis-
tered in Washington., Hecords of
all banded hirds are sent (o the
Burean of Biological Burvey hend-

guarters in Washington, where they
are filed. When a bird I3 trapped
which has previously been banded
by some one elzge the number of the
band is sent to the Bureau of Bin
legical Burvey and the originai
bander and the one who recaptured
the birvd are notified as to the place
and date the bird was banded and
recaptured,

The traps are conzstructed =0 that
the birds rarely injure themselves
unlezs left in the trap too long. The
alarm  which birds often  exhibit
when trapped apparently does not
last long as many of the birds are
taken again and again, One femnle
grosbeak which we trapped waz
hack in the trap 10 minutes after
she was banded.

Whatl aort of information can we
gain through banding operations?
We may lenrn where our summer
visitants spend the winter ani
something about migration routes
which they follow. Certain species
of birds such as the robin, jay and
junco are in Yoscemite Valley at abl
zeazons of the yvear, but it may be
that the individuals which nest in
the walley move down to the oot
hills for the winter and the birds
which winter in the valiey are thos-
which nested in the higher portion:
of the park, Banding both in win
tor and summer should prove o



Ha

disprove this theory. As the banded
birds are trapped year after year
we will learn more aboul the length
of life of birds and the ages at
which they take on the different
plumages, We may also lenrn whal
birds return to the same nesting
plaee vear after year. Other mem-
hers of the museum stall are setting
up banding stations near the mu
goum, ot Maripesa Grove and at
(Glacier Point. The records from
the varions gtations may yield some
information regarding movements
and population of hirds within the
park.

In addition to the generml infor-
matlon which is galned from band
ing, the bird-bander has an oppor
tunkty to become very familiar with
nnd Jearn much about the habits
and dlspesitions of the many zpe-
cies and individuals which come to
liis traps.

THIT WHITE SHRING
By Ranger John Bingnman

O White Shrine 20 high
A thing indeed to worship.
[ = lvery moonlight it
Glatens like a beam from heaven
Tumbling and foaming it roars
Diovwrn throngh (ts gorge.

Itz spray and rockots

Shoot through the night,
From far distant hills it flows,

And rolls to lands below,
Our life is but a span

Beside this crystal Shrine.

Leng yvears have passed,
But man has come and gone,
Eraving storms that swept
cliffs
Upon the billows of the winds
Trembling man stands beneath
In reverence of this Shrine

i
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DOMES OF YOSEMITE
HELEN K., 811AAEMITH
Yosemite Field School, 0.

The granite domes of Yosemite
are familiar and never-ceasing
waonders to the eyves of all visitora
Morth Dome, Hasket Dome and,
most magnificent of them all, Hall
Dome, which towers high to domb-
nate all lezser dames, and indeed
the entire landscape. with lts stu
pendous bull.

But other majestic Yosemite
domes await the keen sighted. To
these we are led by that zage ses
of noture's grandeur, John Muir
Amid Yosemite's Big Trees we go
to gaze silently upward at the great
sequoias which for countlezs cen
turies have battled nature’s oppos
ing forces. Here and there stands
& patriarchal forest gianl, atill un-
broken and undaunted, trinmphant
I¥ weathering the storme of eons.
Towering townrd the =,y these
stand, their plume-like foliage form-
ing a round top “calm as a granite
dome” (John Muir. from “Our Na
tlonel Parks”). Younger sequoias
in full vigor and strength of ap-
proaching maturlty, thorn  lacking
the colossal size of their eompanion
progenitora, show gradually round-
ing tops, but only in the unsearred
veterans Iz the dome e top most
perfectly exemplified.

Upon the distant horir . far be-
yvond these noblest of all living
things, far bevond the granite
domes, amass other domes, drifting
with the gentlest zeph - pire white
or ominously gray-black against the
brilliant blue of the sky behind.

Granite domes. sequola domes,

cloud domes—all Yosemite domes.
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GIOUND SQUIHREL
SNARES ROBIN

There have been many instances
where California ground sguirrels
have caught and devoured haby
robing, but not many observations
of them catching mature birds

Capt. C. E. Wood of the Yozemite
Park and Curry Company observed
a ground squitre] pounce on g md
ture robin near the ranger's club
house recently  The robin's zhritl
cries hrought 8 group of robins and
Jays to the seene where they
darted nt the zguirrel in the at
tempt to cause him to release 'us
victim. He ecalmly proceeded -
devour the bird and by the ftime
the museum was notified all thst
remalned was a wing and a score
of feathers. M E B

WHITE-HEADED WOODFPECK-
ERS NEST IN LG SEAY
The remains of the old Big Trees
Towlge at the Maripoga Grove have
all disappeared with the exception
nf ane of the old log seats from
the campfire cirele, This seat re-
maing due to the fact that a pair of
white-headed woodpeckers decided
thalt the back of the seat wounld
make an ldeal home.  They pro-
ceeded to dig out a hole and now
“are at home,” with a family of
young. The visitor to the pgrove
may, upon approaching the log, be
preeted hy the chirping youngsters,
which have not as vet showsad them-
gelves, Evidently they are growing
rupidly a8 the parents are busy all
day long, flying fron: tree to tree
in the efforts to keep the family
fedd: The ranger natoralists at the
grove are expecting the departore
of the young ones at anytime.
R. P. R

TAME GREEN-TAILED
TOWHEE

On the first all-day hike to Gla
cier Point on June T, the party
witneszed a wvery pleasing demon
stration of what wild life protec
tion means in our national pariks,
Golden-mantled ground sguirrels
and chipmunks were as usual tak
Ing =alted peanuts from the hand,
but the big surprise was when &
green-tailed lowhee deliberately
walked up to the writer's out-
stretoched hand and helped itsslf to
s small peanut. This gave the
crowd an unusually good oppe
tunity for close obsorvation.

M E B

OAKS IN LEAF IN EIGHT DAY~

The role of rising temperatures
in governing plant growth is a mat-
ter of great 'mportance which @&
often overlcoked, The black osis
tQuercus kolloggli Newb.) of Yo
semite demonstrated this faet in =
atriking manner this spring. Until
aboutl the third week of May most
of the oaks were still bare of leavus,
apparently in a completely dormant
condition, Cold and wet weathes
prevajled up to thiz time, The»
the temperature suddenly took on
upward spurt, the days became
really warm for the first time @
the year, and remained so for over
a week. In three days leaves ot
the black oaks were nearly a thiil
grown, many completely blossornm.
in 2 24-hour period following, and
by cight days practically all the
treez in the warmer dryer places
were in full tender leaf. The tran-
formation from winter bareness I+
summer garb was thus accom-
plished in zlightly more than u
week, and was in direct respons:s
to the sudden oaret of rising tem
peratures oW, 8



o
W

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

THE TOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORT ASSOCIATION

ITS PURPOSES

LE¥ ]

To gather and disseminate information on the wild-life of
Yosermite National Park,.

To foster the activities of our Yosemite Museum (im co-
aperation with the National Park Service), adding to s
collections by the purchase of exhibit materials.

To promote the educational program of the Yosemite Nat-
uralist Service. :

To assist in the publishing of “Tosemite Nature Notes™.

To study living conditions, past and present, of the Indians
of the Tosemite region; to encourage thewr arts and perpet-
uate their rraditions.

Te help maintain in Yosemite Valley a library of hision-
cal, scientific, and popular mrerest.

To further scientific investigation along lines of greatest
bopular interest and to publish, from time to time, bulletins
of non-technical nature.

To stnctly limit the activities of the association to purposes
which shall be scientific and educatiomal, my order that the
argarzation shall not be operated for profit.

" We invite anyone mterested i Yosemite to join our Yosemite
MNatural History Association,  Membership 15 two dollars 4 year which
includes 3 years subscription to Yozemite Mature Notes.  Substantial
savings are offered members through combmavon club offers witn tle
American Maturs Assocation and the American Foreserv Assosc on,
If vou are already 3 member of either ot these associations, we hope vou
will renew through us.  He'p us double our membershin berore winter
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