YOSEMI'TE
NATURE NOTES

September, 1933

Volume x11 Number ¢




Yosemite Nature Notes

Tue PusLicarion Or
THe Yosemite Epvcationar DeEpARTMENT
Ane [THE Yosemrre Naturar Hirrory AssocraTion

Published

Volume x11

Sﬁptcr&]ﬁ-&t 1033

Monthly

Number o

Naming an Indian Child

By

On Sunday afiernoon, July 16, the
visitors to the Indians at the rear of
the museum nature garden were
greatly interczted In obzerving an
Indian naming. A little 1E-month-
eld Tondian boy from Banta Barbara,
whose parents have relatives herve
ameng the Yesemite I[ndians, wus
brought to Le-mes, the recognizd
lender ar chief of the remnants of
the Yosemites. After a few Intro
duetory remarks in English, Le-n
called for the Infant, who wasg
brought by his grandfather to the
foot drum on which the Indians
dance.

At onece Le-mee, in full regalin
and palot, began a weird song ac-
companied by the shaking of the
split stick or clapper rattle. Then
the cocoon rattle was used and oe-
cazionally a whistle or flute deco-
rubedl svith feathers was blown. A
part of the ceremony consisted of
the rhythmic dance as the song
continued.  Feathers were shalen
awround the ohild's head and he wos
tickled on the neck and face. Near
the end of the ceremony the heod
was  rther reaghly grasped and
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kneaded for a number of seconds,
To the onlockers the most re-
markable thing about the whole af-
fair was the demeanor of the ohild.
W all felt sure that the youngster
would be frightehed by the grim
painted face of Le-mee and by the
louwd singing and stamping  nd
shaking of musical Instruments, But
not =0, The little fellow stood
straight as an arrow, apparently
fageinated by the whole perform-
ance. Never once during those
eight or 10 minutes did he take his
eyes from Le-mee. We could see
him blink when the feathers struck
him in the face, buat that was all
He zeemed to exhiblt much of he
stoicism we have been accousto aned
to attribute to the Indians of carlist
days. Perhaps it was a raciai in
heritance. At ahy rate he s ac-
guitted himself through the stlpe
which would

CECOTOTY vortainly

have been a most trying ardeal ta
the ordinary white child, that at its
coneluglon Le-mee simply said, “His
name i Che-ne Me-che La-ma

Lottle Biraight Tree”
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Black Bears as Mothers
By RANGER NATURALIST B A, THAXTLER

Furaetos was o little bear who
would not mind his ma:

Shetd cuff himn and she'd spank him,
and she'd slap him with  her
v

He'd go out nights and prowl the
camps amd  steal all that  he
conuld,

Till some rangers caoght him in
trap and taught him to be good.

Most moth ¢ hoare tale very seri-
ongly the business of raising their
young offspring to bruinhomd. The
cubz are born when mother is bibes
nitting, and for abowt 10 weeks thiy
know of nothing but thelr den.,
mother and dinner. Weighing
searcely a pound at birth, blind and
almost hairless, they grow rapidly
and on first setting out to see the
world weigh perhaps Fve or six
pounds apiece.

After the mother brings them ool
af the den she seems to spend muh
of her time suckling them and look-
ing aftor Ltheir wellbeing, She licks
them, fondles them with her paws,
plays with them, and la very solizi-
toug for their comfort. The moth s
easily Impresses upon her vouns-
sters the necesgity of oboying pag

ental authorlty, We have seen o

mother apank and zoundly cuff hey
cubs because they did not go up o
tree guickly enomgh after she hacl
ordered them to do so.

Beaton, writing about the black
hear in his “Game Animals and the
Lives They Live” says “The deter
mination to bring the young op
right, no matter how much spank-
ing is needed is common to most
mother bears, but is very varibi-
individoally, 1 have known an ol
hear to punish her young ones -
verely merely because she, herseli,
had at that time lost her head in oo
sudden alarm and behaved Toolish
Iy, We look not in vain among oore
awn kind for paraliel cases,"

When the yvoung have once lel)
the den they probably zeldom !
over return to §t. The nld bear aet

off on her summer travelz and
after this sleeps whenever i
wherever her fancy dictates wi

her little anes euddled in her nem
ar lyving snuggled close up again
her body  In spite of her eare, hoo
aver, a8 the cubs grow In slze th
usitally  dwindle  In nomhber
Seton writes, “Accidents

pen, and little benrs gel eonghie npo

will ho

colds, or disobey their mothers ool

come Lo griel  Condeanently. whit

thpvie Hitle hoars e alten Fovnil
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the mother's den, rarely more than
two are =een roaming by her side in
summer; and autumn, in many
cazes sees the number reduced o
o

When one watches the little fel-
lows here In Yozemite crossing the
much-traveled roads in front of rap-
idly moving automobiles, and stufll-
ing themselves with all kindz  of
sweets which thoughtless tourists
give them, the wonder iz that the
mortality among them is not great-
¢r. In this park as in other parks
nothing gives the tourist apparently
more pleasure than to watch a
mother hear fondle her cubs and to
see them play with each other, On
July 4, while on duty near ‘the bear-
feeding plts, It was the pleasure of
the writer to observe intimately two
mathers with thelr families. One
waz 8 large brown bear with two
hlaek cubz  She would sit down
with her back against s tree and
play with the yvoungsters for min-
utes al a time Occasionally ghe
would suckle them, and then the
little ones would romp and play to-
gether  Once they both elimbed up
to the top of a amall incense cadar,
too small for mother to climb, and
dizported themeaelves among  the
topmost branches that seemed al-
together too wepl to  hold eéven
their Hght weight, The mother
walched then for some time and
then apparently -getting anxious
ohoul thelr safety, ordered them
dewn.  She  walked around and
around the tree for some time look-
ing up at them, but they pald no
pltention to her at all. Finally she
ateeodd up on her hind logs, reached
up a5 high as she could, and grasp
ing the trunk with both fromt paws,
biersit Bl clivwn When
et Tongre foetl from
ihoisk Ul Both off
with Uham

Eloswly [N

thie top winns
fHiv |.;I'n|1|:|-:| mlie

el then wardleeed wwny
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gamboling by her side,

The other mother, too, was brown,
and she had three brown cubs—-
one of them, through some acci-
dent or other, was lame, A great
many sightseers were following her
around, taking picturez of her
babies and probably annoying her
a great deal, The cubs wers very
friendly and would come up to the
ranger and chew the buttons on his
coat and the straps on his puttees
and beg him for something to eat
The old bear did not seem to mind
this at all, but when people flocked
around too close In arder to getl pic-
tures, she showed her disapproval
by growling and smacking her
chops, and would threaten to
charge at times, though z=he never
actually carried out her threat
Finally she got them away from the
crowd, waded out into the Merced
river and sal down with the water
up to her neck, and then one hy
one procecded to give the cubs a

bath.

When this was over {and the
yvoung really sesamed to enjoy it
they returned to the bank to be fur
ther annoyed by the Iinterested
spectators. At last, in disgust. and
giving us a “dirty look™ over her
shoulder, she went down to the
river again and swam to the other
gide. The little lame one she cat-
ried on her back. It fooked to us
who watched from the bank as she
swam away from us that he was
hanging on the halr at the back of
her neck, ‘The other two cubs awam
withoul difffeulty, one on each side
of the mmother, keeping close ta e
I the far hank wias reached. The
ol bed all down

eurramt them
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atream perhaps 25 yards from whare
they went In, but the little one on
the down-river =ide was never more
than a foot or two below mother.
When they landed they all shook
themselves like dogs and then shuf-
fled up the steep banl.

Whether or not cubs sawim instine-
tively or have to be taught to swin,
the writer does not know: but he
does know that these little four or
five-month-old cubs had no diffl-
culty at all in swimming the Mer-
ced just below the bear pits on this
partieular July day.

WILD LIFE AT CHINQUAPIMN
By Ranger Sam King

T the causal observer, Chingha-
pin s probably the least interest
ing place on the Wawona road, This
I= beeauze of the road construction
vhich has been going on for the
=t two seazons, making it neces-
fary to ersct a group of tempotraty
buildlings which, of course, are not
pleazing to the £&ye.  However,
Chinguapin |8 teeming with waild
life comparable to'any other area in
the Yosemite National Park, Thoss
of uz who come to Chinguapin each
repson ook forward to seeing our
pet dee Minnie, her sister Lily, and
Bucky, a splendld specimen of a2
huck, come to the camp in search
ol hand-outs and salt, Then, teo, we
watch for Inst year's bears, esprei-
ally the cubs lo make their appenr
anee, 1o see whether or not Mothe:
Mature deall kindly with them dur
ing the winter months,

This year, llke the previous sen-
gon, our animal friends a1l made
their appearscee, and old acguaint-

anees were re-established.  Every
evening the hova gather swoo
mests from  the commissary  [oo

their particular pet,  For this they
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deserve & palm  because. for  Lhe
most part, they are men who have
seen the rougher side of life; never
thelezs, they all share one thing in
commien, a genuine fondneas for th
wild animals which Inhabit che
park.

ENTER TRAGEDY

Ho everything was serene, unth
Lthe might of July 5 when a tragic
drama was onacted, I was slttine
Al my table about § o'clock in tr.
evening reading the rangers’ Bible
{Montgomery Ward's catalogue)
when [ heard a fawn, blatting in oy
most peculiar way. There was 3
plaintive note in its call, as if to
say, "Come quickly or yvou will be
too late” Grabbing my flashlight,
I started in the directlon From
which the call was coming. As |
passed Al Meagliag' cobin, he |oined
me, saylng: “Ges, something s
killing a fawn., Let's pal”

As we approached the scene ol
disturbance, we saw Minnie run
ning up and down the road in a tet
rible state of agitation. About this
time we again heard the hlat of the
fawn, not more than *5 feel abovi
the road. At this  juncture Al
Jumped ip the bank and [ followed
in turn. Again we heoard the fawn.
thig time farther away and much
falnter, This wnsz the incentive (o
us to renew our pursuit ln enrnest,
Waords fail Lo describe the verltable
Jungle of manzanita and chingua
pin brush through which we had Lo
pass, on whatl we still hoped was an
errand of reseue. YIt's a8 bear,”
ecried Al and =sure enough, M)
Bruin had the fawn in hls jaws
Dreopping it, he emittod the charae
tevistie ohomp, chomp of a bew
Now we were s0 cloge that M
Bruin declded to lenve his kil ol
seampr aff Eheongh the Brosh
With the nld of our flnshllghts we
foind e fnws guite Hfelean, desth
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heing due to & brolen back,

The lttle fellow wis nobt more
tha-1 & week old and no larger than
an  ordinary  jackrabhbit. Even
though Maother Mature had provid-
el him with a  profective colos
seheme and a lack of odor 0t
proved  inadeguate. As we made
i vy out of the brush, Minnie
vico il stap her endless tunning long

8y

enough te cast a wistful lock in
our direction, wondering, no doubt,
whether or not we had rescued her
offspring alive, She continued her
endless gearch during the night and
the following day, Even now {(two
days later) when =be comn 5 fo lick
salt, she will =top, prick her ears
forward, and look in the direction
where her fawn was last =seen alive,

Befriending

the Grouse

By Ranger-Naturalist H. A. Anderson

L., J. Holland, stationed at Mari-
pozsa Grove Lookeout, north of the
Yosemite Valley rim, recounts dan
interesting story of the taming of
a mother Siecrs grouse and her
chick In the summer of 1951,

“Late in july while scanning the
horlzon at 3:.30 one morning T oh
served a mother grouse with one
chick. Undoubtedly the remainder
of her brood had heen caoghl by
zome natural enemy. Had the eggs
bean  destroved  there probahly
wotild Have been w 100 per cent
clean-up. The wildoess of these
two grouse also Indicated encovn.

ters with predaceons  bhawks o

| *mmals,
“At sight of me the two birds
fook wing, T left some harley For

them on the ground, which they
returned for, The pext morning T
fed them again. but they were very
easfly frightened. On the seventh
morning T had hoth feeding ==
piciously From my hand.

“Later T diseovored thelr great
fondnezs Tor grapes and had
tronhle petting them (o fly Lo my

ik

chiwilder fore the Frull Dpon e
ing my enll she often would £y a0
lepst o hondeed Teet Lo mv shoilider
whikly the ohilels  winsld  willk  ap
within o fiew Teol of me angd vy
o the perely beptde the poront

“One morning while doing my
‘daily dozen’ by the radio T induced
the mother to sit on my closed fist
and be  lifted according to  the
count, This hecame na regular
thing and the birds gothersd each
maorning for the exercises which
came before they were given their
hreakfast,

“The mother would often sit
the stove pipe with eno eyve cocloed
skvward, watching for hawlks while
her offspring was feeding from the
ground,

“About October 1 the twao hirds
lefl together and T =aw ng mon
of them until June 2. 1822 when
the mother returned alone She ree
pgn'zed my eall and mmediataly
flew to my hand and resumed her
exercises, or perhanps It was mine

“Blx days later she returned with
two  other adult grouse whicrh
seemed to be mated, They hecame
quite friendly before T wag trans

ferred to  another station  on
June 11

The confidence shown in man by
wild life iz avldom realized by tho=e
whi have not advanced with friead
ship townrl the birds or mammals
I thir wild =tafe. Visibors are cona-
tantly mnrevellng ot the tameneas
of npbminle within the Thr
iy found  wherove
aimliary vconfddenee gy b

i1k
mi e b=
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The annual top growth of young

S |
How Fast Do ‘Big Trees’ Get Big
By H. A. ANDERSON, Eanger-Naturalist
much of the Redwood Mounta.o
than tle Grove in Tulare county, Under

Sequodas  wvarles  more

casual observer would notiee, A
amall treg a litfle owver three [eet
high in front of the Maripasn

Grrove Muoseum iz known to he <t
least 22 years old. Another, within
160 yards, has grown at on aver
age of 18 inchez in height per year
for the last 70 years The differ
in growth rale can be &
counted for by the morve favoratih
molsture  supply and the bettes
physical condition of the soil whers
the faster growing tree stands,
The abzence OF scarcity of voung
trees in the old established grovea
of Giant Sequoia jg accounted for
by the difficulty a new seedling has
in becoming established, The
atored food within A seed of 3«
quoia gigantea is lezs than a quar
ter inch long and the dinmeter 15
lesz than that of a commion pin, Me
live, tho seedling must both esta:
lizh its tiny root in faverable soil
and its tiny needle leaves In tght
hefore the stored food is exhaustel

IN FLGHT WITH RIVALS

During the past six years I have
had an opportunity to wandey ov-:

VI

the thousands of glant trees T have
found only one little Seguoia leds
than a foot in helght. Tt was grow
ing in a rotted fir log. In one po-
tion of the grove, Whitaker's Foo-
est, where sugar pine was cut
the late zeventles we find a fine
growth of young Sequoias between
40 and 100 fect high, competiog
with incense cedars yellow #sd
sugar pines and white firs of slm
lar age, all reaching for thob
places in the sun  The beautiful
spirved tops of the young Begquoirs
show them to be more than holding
their own (o the struggle townril
dominance |n the grove.

FAVORED BY BURNED AREAS

In the Freasno or Nelder Grove
i1 Madera county the California
Milling Company cut big treeg Far
Iumber in 18388, The exposure .f
new ground surface by loggine
apevations and later by fire has re-
sulted in s fine new stand similar
to that in Whitaker's Farest. Oue
tree o oa dry hill in one of the
abandoned roadways stands 56 feot
high and ls 17 Inches jn diametar
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nt four feet above the groud,
which is juast above the butt swell
This tree eannot he more than 44
vears old, One tree, damaged Yy
n Inlling glant In the winter of
1931-32, shows 28 inches of diameter
and a ring count of 32 vears, at
several feet above the ground, This
teee  wis  jocated favorably for
water supply. A steady diamet-
increase of almost an inch per year
is recorded for the last 24 years.
Mo growth difference s shown foar
yeard of light and heavy precipitn
tion, This growth is more ropid
than any T have seen in the hezot-
wond cross sections of older Chiant
Hequoiaz,

In the broken ground alenog b
roadside in Mariposa Grove hun-
dreds of young trees have started
2inee the ding operations oca:
ried on since 1825 SBome of the-
searealy  Increase their helght an
inech o wear, while one more favo:-
ahly situnted made an Increase of

80

22 |opehes In its most favorable
yoar, 1831, One treo in seven seas
sons from seed stands six feet seven
inches high on the grade betwee
the four Sentinel Trees at the en-
trance of the Lower Moriposa
Grove,

In conclusiom, we may safely say
that the Giant Seguola, under fu-
vorable conditiona for reproduetlot,
In its native habitat, will grow as
fagt or a little faster than other
competing species where they ncr-
starting from seed together, A=
mentioned above the small sipe »f
the =eed makes reproduction diffl
cult excepting where the thlei
mantle of forest duff has in sonwe
wav been removed encugh to allow
the seedlings to establish. This muay
be done by logging, road work, ets,
by fire and by deposits of silt along
small steamlets, In the wvarions
groves all of these causes have
operated in the establishing of new
standz of young trees,

Last Indian Cremation in Yosemite
By ASSISTANT FPARK NATURALIST M. E. BEATTY

The Yosemite Indians, In common with zome of the Miwoks, most
alweys cretaated their dead instead of burying them. This custom is
not practiced by the prezent Indian generation, the last cremation cere-
raony in Yosemite having been around 1873

Charles Leidig, the first white boy born in Yosemite Valley, on a re-
cont visit to the valley related to the writer an interesting description of

ihiz last cremation.

The cremating grounds were directly across the

road from the old Leldig Hotel, 1ocated near the base of Sentinel Rock,
and so the Leldig family were compulsory witnessesz to the ceremony

The occasion was the death of a
nephew of Chief One-Eye Dick, ac-
cidentally killed while hunting., The
funeral pyre was constructed about
four or five feet high from varions
gmall trees and Umbs  The hody of
the dereased was placed naled on
the framework with only the feet
hotmed together with willows  The

chin was held in position with o
short =tick braced against the
framework. The only ornamentation
were heads and ferns placed on top
of the corpse. Oak and pitchy yel
low pine were placed underneath for
fuel and al a given =ignal the fu-
neral pyre was ignited, more fuel
heing constantly added until the



0o YOSEMITE

flames leaped 15 or 20 feet In the
alr.

This ceremony continued for four
days and nights, accompanied by o
continual chorus of cryving and wail-
Ing. Alsa two clreles of dancers, wi-
men joining hands and forming the
inner cirele and the men forming
the outer circle. As soon Aas one
dancer fell exhausted, ansther
vl e rendy Go step in and take
his or her place.

Another feature of the cremation
wie the burning of nearly all the
docensed personal property  cloth-
ing, basketz, bows ftrinketzs and
pelts In case of a dog or horse,
thoy might possibly kill and burn
them =separately al a different lo-
cation Alter the ceremony, the
cloge women relatives covered then
faces, hands and besoms with pitch
reized  witly ashea " om the bones
22 0 svimbol of mourning, They kept
thia period of mouring for & year,

NATURE NOTES

at which fime another fire wazs
built mred the last vemaining per-
somnal  property  of the deceased
brmned The mourners were then
bathed and npurified althoogh in
many cases the pitchy substanee @
mained in evidence for =zeveral
years. Thiz marked the completion
al' the funeral cerpmony

Another vurious costom thit va-
ried greatly among the differend
trlhes s the asshrnmeot ol the
widow to the deceased's brother.
This is supposedly true with  the
Mintes. The Yosemites are supposed
Bt have kept the widow in seclusion
forr = year, not allowing her to come
out af her dwelling exoept al nighi
then with o cover aver her face,

Hince this lasi cremation, the otd
¥Yosemlte [ndians have hoen bueled
In the cemetery across the road

from the museum and the custom
of cremntion has become a thing nf
past,

thr
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