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Spotted Owl

Sirix occidentalis oceidentalis

{(By Charles W. Michael}

Arcting as [oster father to a Spot-

ted Owl Increases one'’s respon-
sibilities, During the second week
of June a young, but very wise
look ng Spotted Owl was brought
in‘a the Museum. At this time he
was three or four weeks old, his
wing and tzil feathers were not de-
veloped snd he was very soft and
furry to the touch. After a ecouple
of weeks this owl had gotten so
much publicity thal peace was no
the dayl ght
hours, neither was there peace for
hiz  keeper. His Hanger

Iiztusrlist, Ray Gilmore, persuad-

len-er his during

keeper,

cd me to fake the owl over to mw
camp where it was cooler and
where the ow! could lead a maeare
natural life.

At the Museum the owl
chrizstened Hermen; some said Hor-
man Gilmore, but this Gilmore de-

nied. Anyway to me gnd to his

was

public he is known as Herman, or
Hermie. Herman came under my
care on June 24 At first he was
kept in a large cage, but when his
wings grew strong and he learned
ta fly a little he was turned looze.
Herman will eat raw meat in a
pinch, but he prefers mice and s0 1
keep four traps set sll the time in
order of satisly his appetite. In the
morning I sound  his hissing  eall
which brings him down from his
perch for a mouse. At [irst he was
somewhat zlow in comng down for
brealfast, but now he has learned
to know the meaning of the call and
he responds at once. Herman is a
hig owl now almost full feather, He
iz in the movies and T must say that
he iz a very phototraphical subject
Herman is & bird of strange and
He
comes to the ground where he ap-

lud'erous  mannerizm, aften

peas to be quite at home, On the
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ground he often lifts high on  This
long legs and with a rolling, swing-
ing atride he swaggers aboul like a
sailor just ashore afler a long voy-
ape, In spile of the drollness of this
swinging, swaggering stride one
gets  the impression of  tip-toed
stealth, And  then suddenly  The
pounces on some ohject as though

making a kil Evidently he is
pract’sing the arts of his  bloody
trade,

Usually after satisfying his ap-
petite Herman struts about, going
through a series of grotesgque move-
ments. He stretches his neck and
head  loosely about
thouph it were tastened by a swiv-
el-jo'nt. At other times he draws

hizs head down beween his should-

rolls his a5

ers and goes through a course of
He seldom blinks

and 1 have never seen him mowve

dignified bows.

his eves without moving his whole
head, H's eves are wvery dark, ap-
pearng black in some lights, deep
blue in other lights and always his
large eyves are beautifully luminous,

When Herman bathes if their is
sufficient water he plunges in breast
deep, with only h's shoulders and
head gbowve the surface. Like a sea
hird taking a bath he splashes about
often plunging his [ace under the
water. Sometimes for three minutes,
he will splash about, and when he
finally climbs out of his tuk e
loaks like a water-sonked dishrag.
When thoroughly soused he flies to
the ground, shakes his head
wipes hiz face on the dry pine need-

and
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les, His first concern seems to be to
dry off the long wh'sker feathers
about his eves, When thoroughly
bathed he must play about on the
ground and shake well his [eathers
before he is able to Iift to his perch
in the pines. His preening ig a long
process.

He man wears a pompadour of
Tur-like feathers over h's head and
a fur-soft mantle extends over his
choulders, Hiz breast feathers are
alzo fluffly and long flulfy feathers
drape from his thighs. The lower
part of his legs are covered by ash
gray closeflitting spats wh ch extend
guite to his toe-na'ls.

When crouched on a perch Her-

man stands aboul eight inches high
from the zoles of hiz feet 1o his
erown. Thiz measurement does not
include his Jong wings whch ex-
tend down from his perch another
eight inches, With neck, legs and
body stretehed he will stand elose
to sixteen inches high, Often wh e
perched he rests on one leg.  The
fist of the drawn up leg is tightly
closed hidden in  the

and almost
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loose belly feathers, Then perching
on a flat surface he rests on the
soles of his feet with his toes spread
wide for a pedestal,

We have Had Herman with us for
over a month now and so [ar his
only utterance is a deawn out hiss-
ing “sip” which ends with the final
“Ip" accented abruptly, This h'ssing
tound appears to be forced upward
om his lower belly,

HERMIE GETS A BAND

{(By A. E. Borell)
Naturalist

On June 9, 1934, NMr. Howard
Twining brought to the Museum &
downy young Spotted Owl (Strix
oeeiden alis nqddmtalis] which he
hed .ound on the trail above M rror
Lake, Yosemite Walley. The Owl
waz kept at the Museum two weeks
mnd was then moved to Camp 19
ik 2 i Chailes Michael studied
its habils as recorded in a previous
noole note,

Realizing that before long “Her-
man” would learn to cateh his own
Lot and would desert Camp 18, on
Aupust 15, 1934 we placed an alum-
inim band on his right leg bearing
No, AT22142,

Afier Herman leaves we
never hear of him agan, but there

may

iz a chance that some one may see a
Spotted Owl weaiing a band and we
will be [airly certain that it was
Tle.man, as no other Spolted Owl
Fas eves been banded in Yosem'te,

1" he mee's with a {atal accident
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the band
and we will at least know Herman's
fate. We may also learn that Adel-
ine might have been a more ap-
propriate name than
this Owl.

SOITE ane may  recover

Herman for

ANIMAL LIFE ON HALF DOME
By Ranger Naturalist, James E. Cole

To most people it is a marvel
that any animal can exist on the
tep of a bald high mountain peak
zuch az Hali Dome. Four speces of
animals have been seén there so
far this vear by the writer. Early
the spring (about May lst),
Mount Lyell Salamanders {Euryeia
platycephala) and Sierra  Nevada
Rosy Fineches (Leucostiete tephro-
found. The
Salamanders which are commonly
called Water-Dogs or Newis were
locatzd under flat rocks In mo st

places while the Finches were feed-

in

cotis dawsoni)  were

ing on the snow in & loose flock.
The two other animals noted weve
the Golden Mantled Ground Squir-
rel (Calospermaphilus e, chrysod-
eires) and  the Yosemite Cony
{Ochotona schisticepts muir’), The
squirrels there become guite {ame
and are se:n by many people. Much
patience,
get o pgood view of the: Cony, be
cause of its retiring habits, Such an

however, is required 19

occasion waz afforded this spring
when the latter animal entertained

a group of aboul eighty people for
thivty miniies,
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New Birds for Yosemite

{By Charles W. Michael)

ANTHONY GREEN HERON

After o wail of fourteen years the
lomg expected vizgitor finally arrived
in Yosemite Valley and had it not
been [or the help of the Blue-front-
ed Jay I wvery likely would have
missed it

Cn the morning of August 18,
1734, 8 large hird was seen flying
down the river lane. From where 1
stood, 203 yards away, the hird ap-
peared to be about the size of a
Band-tailed Pipeon and aboul the
wing-
heal and the peneral of
{light struck me as be'ng unpigeon-
lilke and then as the bird disap-
peared into the heavy foliage of an

same calor. However, the

marnner

pak that stood on the river-bank a
Blue-fronted Jay immediately be-
begun to seold, Scon a dozen javs
gathared and were zcolding loudiy.
Also ather birds of the neighbor-
hood had joined in the mob scene,
Such a eornmotion impelled me to
investigate in spite of the fact
that T had to wade the river, When
I was just ahout in the middle of

the river the strange bird took wing
rid tlew d vectly over my head and
T eonld ses s reddish brown throat
and its feet stuck out behind like a
ridder. When it passed over head
and lew siraight away up the river
I eould see that it wore a lonse cap
ol wveyy dark feathers and 1
thrilled the Anthony
Crreen Hevon.

WS
Ly recognize

Cnes arain the vaucous seolding
of the jays had led me to an ad-
venture, There
reazon that should cause the jays to
pick cn the heron, cxeept that t was

was ng o apparent

a stranger in a strange land, The
javs were nol much concerned lor
they did not lollow the heron, who
wias last seen hunched down on o
comlortable perch in the shade of o
canopy of eottonwoeod leaves,
Aboul the middle of Auvgust 1210,
WMrs. Michael and [ saw an Anthony
{veen at Dereed Lake
fwolve miles above Yosemite Valley.
Twice on subseguent dates in the
lpwer Merced Canvon lone Anthony

Green Herons wore seen [rom the

Heron
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traln window, Consequently  they
were Lo be expected in the Yosem-
fte Valley., But,
years s a long time to walt for an

oxpected guest,

surely  [ourteen

MARSH WRHEN

It was pure luck, or perbaps the
goodd fairies; thal caused me on the
2, 1934,
thoose the right apol on the river-
bank [rom which to watch and to
listen, T had 57 species of hirds for
the mon.h; the August average lot

morning  of  August ki

(he last 13 years is 58 and 1 was outl
ihis mornng to bring the months
number, up to the average.

Belvw me on the gravel-bar were
several dens:z hunches rushes,
cach bunch bzing separated from
the other By a ring of raw gravel
The lasgost bunch was ahowt three
tpot acioss, the other half this size.

of

From oul of the rushes there came
a ecall-note which had a  familiar
gavnd te my ear, and yet 1 could
aob plaes it This note was an abruopl
“lect” remindful of the noto of a
Boewer Blackbird. The note sound-
ed several times and then I got o
glimpse of movement at the base of
ane of the rush elumps. Then those
was a glimpse of the bird and [rom
e sixe, the
eoclow up-till of the tail 1 {ell sure
{hat ithe kivd was a wron. Bul wha!

the mannervism, ond

sort o ween? It had a distinel ligh!
stzipe over hs eye. In respense to
my saveaks, up through the rushes
't came ond for s briel nstant pans-

77

ed in the sunlight where I had a
clear view. Now I knew it for what
it was—the Maish Wren (Telmato-
dytes palustris),

Grinnell and Storer rvepart having
Western Marsh Wren on
three different oceasions in Yossm-

secty Lhe

ite Valley. For [ourteen years | had
heen on the lookout for this  bird
pnd it ig only now that 1 ean report
RLILCRES,

Cassin Vireos Protecl Nest

By M. E. BEATTY
Assistant Parlks Natoralist

Birds have the well known habit
of attacking olher birds or animals
when they gel too elose 1o their
nesis or young. An interesting ex-
ample of this has heen going on for
about a wiek with a paie of Cassin
Vireos, directly beh'nd the writer's
home. These small bivds are con-
stanly going aiter the jays, robins
and even sguirrefs that come closs
o their nesting tree.  Seolding and
diving at the trespasser, they deliver
o peck nnd swil ly vipest the process
vn il the animal leaves. It makes
a ralker unusual sght to see such
a gmell bird reing after something
1 Lo 8 times its ownosize,

Ancher  interesting  obsarvation
was lhat the ¥Virdos bird poid no
of Cal lornin
woodpeckers working in thelr lree

allention Lo &  pair

B idently they were on pood térms
a3 they had no fear of the wood-
rackers bothering  their

nests ot

Voung.
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A Moonlight Hike to Eagle Peak
{Ranger Maturalist James E. Cole)

Arizing over the south rim of
Yosemite Valley, the moon, at mid-
night o Juns 28, 1934, maugurated
a new activity of the naturalist
program for wvisitors Yosemite
Wational Park. Lighted by num-
flashlights
patches of moonlight, a hiking party
of two hundred people wound its
way like so many glow worms over
the irail that ended with a view of
the sunrise over the Sierra Ne-
vada. Boneath overhanging Golden
Cup Oaks (Quercus
ond amidst huge granite boulders
the procession meandered up zig-

in

erols and oceasional

chryzolepis)

zaps to the tune of many & merry
{val song.

The expected lunar rainbow at
the baze of the upper Yosemite
Fall did not materialize. Bul alter
a warm hike up the taluz slops,
spray, carvied by a
compensated for the lack of this
phenomenon, At the fop ol the
Falls Trail the pleasantly cool
breeze below rose to the propor-
tions of a gale blowing, as it seemed,
from the north polar regions. With-
in the shelter afforded by the for-
ests beyond the gap, a calm pre-
va'led, disturbed only by the gusts
of wind rustling the tree tops.

Half-way up to Eagle Creek
Mendows a foint glow could be

conl  bresze

seen over the mountaing to the east,
heralded  in by the
awakening of hirds, The Western

Dawn wis

Wood Pewee (Myiochanes v, rich-
ardsont} started calling at 5:45 a.
m. to be [ollowed a hall howr later
by low plaintive notes af the Olive-
sided Flycatcher (Nuttallornis bo-
Just as the reflected rays
of the rising sun tint:d the tops of

real's).

the p'nes with a golden sheen, the
{Myadestes
townsendi) filled the morning with

Townsend  Solitaire
a silver cascade of sparkling mel-
ody.
huge rock, it sang with the joy of
the morning as its theme,

From Eagle Peak, the jagged
crest of the Serra was silhoueited

arainst the

From a dead snaz atop a

moming  blue of a
cloudiess sky.
descended on the bold western [lank
of Conness Mountain  in  narrow,
n-arly horizontal hands, Above
the Cathedral Rangz a golden halo
of light rose against the gray and
azuve of the clear mountain  air
Suddenly bhetween Cathed sl and
Unicorn Peaks a fiery disc of mol-
ten heat burst into be'ng. Stead-
ily it grew, but as with Moses on
Mt Sinai, no morlal with naked
eyve could look into the brilliance
of this giver of life
the Sierrsa.

Benzath lofty Red Firs (Abes
magnifical with tips 5t by the
newly rlsen sun, numerous eamp-
kindled., Soon to the
odor of hoiling colfes and frying
bacon,

The rays of the sun

Sunrise over

fires were

keen  appetites  were  ap-
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prased.  The sounds of crackling
gamplires, sizzling bacon, rippling
atream and singng birds left an
impression  which was exceeded
anly by the memory of the recently
risen surn,

Fortilied by, and satisfied with,
i hearty breakfast, the party broke
up 1o return to the Valley by wva-
Fishing pear was
so propably

rious  routes.
much
marny trout rested in frving pans
thai evening. Some members of
the party returnzd straightway to
their pamps to prepare for hikes
{o other points on the rim. The re-
mainder elected o follow Eagle
Peak Creek and study nature. First,
a beautiful mountain meadow was
nvestigated. Gorgeous Indian Pond
Lilies  (MNymphaca  polysepalum)
wth yellow flowers supported by
pads floating on the surface of a
pool were an attraclion that not

in evidence,

even ankle desp water was able
to deter. Through low lying masses
. hlooming Labrador Tea (Ledum
rLndulosum) and erect Lodpepole
Fine (Pinus eontorta) thickets the
group broke trail along the edge
o meadow and stream. A mar-
velpus display of {lowers nol often
seen by tourists, oecupied the at-
plant In ane
mendow the sudden flushing of =
Jimeo  {(Junep orejanus  thurberi)
led to the discovery of Ity nest
Wihin 3 cup sunk in the ground,
four blue egps broadly spotied with
concealed  under

fen iom of lovers,

hraown lay  well

79

On a limh near
announced  her

grasses and sedges.
by, the mother
anxiety by an incessant repetition
of her alarm note, Considerable
hunting for orchids was rewarded
when the graceful green flowered
{Habernaria  sparsi-
{lova) was found.

Rein-orchis

After viewing the Upper Yosem-
ite Falls from a ledpe near the top,
a vest benesth a gnarled, stubby
Serra Juniper (Juniperus occi-
dentalis) was in order. The possi-
bility of a side trip intn the spray
of the waterfall was dscussed, but
decided against because of the at-
tendant danger, A few individuals
docide 1o return to camp by way of
Morth Dome. The rest of the party
started down the canvon in the heat
of the whch a few hours
earlier had thrilled
weary but inspired group.

From the expressions of praise
and gratitude, it was evident that
none of the hikers had ever iaken
a more enjoyable and spectacular
trip. Thoughts of this excursion
will long remain al ve and wivid
in  their memories:  oecasional
glimpses of moonlight through lacy
solemn  silence  of early
morning  beneath  tower'ng pines;
sleepy awskening of hirds in the
twili-ht of dawn; exuberant chorus
o hird mugic under magnificent
Rod Firs; sppetizing odors of food
[rom scores of camplires; study of
naiure along mountain stream and
meadow; and sunrize on the Sierra,

sun

50 this now

leaves;
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. MUSEUM NOTES

THE TREE AND FLOWER ROOMS
IN THE MUSEUM

Paul Hudson
Field School 32

Yozemite i lbeing recognized
more and more as an ouatdoor lab-
ratory for students of botany and
nature in general. This 5 because
of the ldirge number of plant and
animal species [ound within  the
hovndaries of the Park. and of the
great range of elevativn (2200 to
13,000 fest),
altitude, along with other climatic

This grea! variation In

factors, is largely responsible for the
five vegetation belts or Life Zones
of Yosemite, and creates an ideal
situation for the large and varied
azsortment of plants and animals.
A large collection of these plants
have been -assembled in the Mus-
eum herbarium and are available
to the botany students and scient-
iztz, The following are represented
in the barium: 69 fam:lies, 243 pen-
era, 591 species, and 835 plants, in-
cluding duplicates, Two  hundred

and seventy-five plants are on
display in the Tree and Flower
rooms making a  total of 1110

mounted speclmens available at the
present time.

Of 1he 36 species of trees found
in the Park, 22 are on display in the

Tree Room, and it is Loped that the
collection will be complete by early
spring. This exhibit wil include a
cross section of esch troe, cones (for
the conifers), and mouvnis of the
fruit, needles or leave; seeds and
oher distinguished characteristies.

The Tree and Flower Rooms, un-
dovhtedly, will soon be one of the
most attractive sections of (ke Mus-
[=Liian

TAME TANAGER
Annabel, tame tanager at  the
Mariposa Grove of Bg Trees, has
the

custom of tanagers gt this time of

left for Central Americe as is

the year. Some concern is voteed [o
Annabel, however, since an
erhusiastic visitor at the Wawona
tunnel lree  seized her by the tail
ard pulled out all of her ta | {eath-
oog,

Even alter her unlortupate ex-
perience with this person, Annabel
continued coming to Bert Bruce |,
daily hand-outs, but would oflen
come near going into & tail  spin
when alighting. She appeared just
in time to have lunch  wth Alrs
Roosevelt under the Four Guards-
men near the Museum a few week
azo, and was  easily  recognized
without her tail feathers,

But iail or no tail, she iz

Over

now
touring the southland,
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