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Hetch Hetchy Water Flows into San Francisco
(By Mrs. H. J. Taylor)

On October 28, 1534, water flowed
for the [first time #rom Hetch
Hetchy reservoir io San Francisco,
155 miles away. More than 30 years
ago the city made or'ginal applica-
tion to the Federal Government for
the necessary water tights in Yos-
emite National Park, Expert en-
ginesring construction,  wvears of
labor, and vast sums of money have
ma”e tangible the vizsion of the men
who first deamed of this mountain
water for the cit'zens of Ban Fran-
o500,

In 126 the United States Govern-
ment exded Yosemite Valley 1o Cal-
ifornia as a State Park, together
with a sirip of land running about
a mile back from the rim, and in-
cluding the Mariposa Grove of Big
Trees. Five vears later John Mu'r
built his eabin in Yozemite Valley.
For eleven years he explored the
High Sierra, returning always 1o
hiz valley cabin when the snow and
vold of winter ruled the mountains.
Muir saw the destruct'on brought
ahout by sheep grazing, mining, and
lumbering infringements which the
mepger state  appropriations weore

insufficlent to contral. Thal the
Federal Government must create a
National Park to preserve Yosemite
was a grow ng burden on hiz mind
and heart. Able and intereated men
assisted Muir in his appeal to the
government,  Robert Underwood
Johnson, Associated Editor of “Cen-
tury,” aroused interesl in lhe East.
At this suggestion in 1883, Mu'r
wrote two. articles for “Century”
entitled "Treasures of the Yosemite
MNat onal

Park,” These articles
arouzed public interest and  ime-
mediate action followed, On Oct-

ober first, 1820, Yosemite National
Park was created, the houndaries
suggested by Duir. It included
Hatch Hetchy Valley, which Muir
called a “second Yosemite Valley,”
“not less Eeautiful that the fivst"
Sheep herd'ng. mining and Tumber-
ing were prohibited. but unfortun-
ately thare have always been. and
s'ill are private holding in Yosem-
it~ National Park.

When San Francisco [irst applied
for water rights in Heteh Hetchy
the application was den'ed by the
Secretary of the interios, but thiz

Eifoisd
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did not end the matter. It rather
increased the efforts of San Fran-
ciseo to obizin from dstant sources
an abundance of pure water for her
people. It also intensified the ef-
forts of the opposition which sought
to preserve the Valley for all time
as an unimpaired recreation park
for people. To grant water righls
would of course destroy  Hetch
Hetchy Vallew in that sense,

The Sierra Club, of which John
Muir was President, was ever a
definite and  powerful factor In
guarding mountain scenery, and its
plant  and animal 1'fe. Prominent
men in the Bay Region as well - as
eivie organizations joined in  the
protest  against  infringement  on
Yosemite National Park., The fight
became intense. In 1906, G flord
Pinchot, in a letter to Marsden
Manson, of San Franciseo, said: 1
hope sincerely that (San Francis-
co's) people may be able to make
provision for waters supply  from
the Yosemite National Park which
will probably be egual to any o
the World.” Also Garfield, who had
hecome Secretary of Interior, looked
w th some favor on granting o
San Francisco the water righls of
Hetch Hetehy WValley, Thes= were
blows to the opposition. 1813, Con-
gressman John B Reker Introduced
a bill granting to San Francisco
rights to Hetch Hetchy Valley as a
water reservoir, It passed the House
Muir, and other leaders, had greal
hopes of its defeat in the Senate,
Even if the Senate should pass it
they had not only hope but assur-
ance thal the President would veto
the hill. But it passed the Senate
and President Wilson signed it in
the same year, San Francisco had
wor its water rights,

Muir was casl down, vel at Lhe
same time he was greatly velieved.

NATURE NOTES

Writing to a friend, he said: “I'm
glad the fight for Tuolumne Yosem-
ile iz Hnished. It has lasted twelve
vears. Some compensating  good
must surely come from so greatl =
loss” But Underwood Johnson
wrote hitterly: “As for the destroc-
tion of the Hetch Hetchy Vallew,
California and the Government cwe
{Muir} pennuance at his tomb”

The dam was completed 19260 The
conduits have long been under
construction, The San Franciseo
Chronicle, on September 3, 1934,
stated: “The Coast Range tunnels of
th2 Hetch Hetchy Water System,
toughest section of the whole pro-
ject, will be completed . . ready o
transmit water into Crystal Springs
Iakes and thence into the homes of
San Francisco, within five or six
weals ., . We still have 8594000 of
Hetch Helchy bonds on hand, Of
that, we must turn over 500,004 to
the National Park Service, §230,000
next wear, and $250,000 the follow-
ing year,”

M, M, O'SBhaunghnessy, the con-
sulting engineer of the project, in
the Chronicle of Auvgust 23, 183
srphagized The advantaros of Hetch
Hetchy water to the city: “Hts ar-
rival will usher in a new perind of

growth for San Franciseo . ., There
is a shortage of water over the
whole no-thern hemisphere | . . bul

here, in California we have plenty
of water in the mountains, Our pro-
blem is one of proper storage re-
servolrs."

Even before a drop of water from
Hetch Hetchy has resched San
Francisco it was decided to height-
en the dam. The reservoir. As the
San Francisco Chronicle for San'-
pmber 14, 1934, says: “Plans  and
specifications for the 3500000 joh.
of ratging O'Shavghnessy dam 853
feet to nearly double the storage



YUSEMITE NATURE NOTES

capacily of the great Hetch Hetchy
reservoir, will be ready for the con-
tractors in about three weeks"
October 28, 1934 was the date set
for the Hetch Hetchy Water Festiv-
al. The Sccretary of Interior, Har-
old Tekes, was guest of honor, The
teok place at Crystal

Ccoromany

o1

Springs lake into which water
flowed from Hetch Hetchy reservoir
155 miles distant.

No other city in the world sur-
passes Ban Franecisco in its unlim-
ited supply of pure mountain water,
stored in the reservoir which was
beautiful Hetchy Hetchy Valley.
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Page 85, November, 1934 issue of
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Birds For Yosemite " should read;

“Barrow Golden-eye"”

instead of

“Red-eved Ducks".
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To members of the Yosemite Natural History Association, we of-

fer for the month of December,

1934 only, the following books

and phamphlets at substantial savings:

Fegulir Special
1- Birds of the Pacific States - Hoffmann $5.00 $4.50
2- Outdoor Heritage - Bryant 5,00 1.75
4-  Place Names of the Sierra - Farquhar 2,00 1.5
4- The Living Past - Merriam 2.00 1.60
5- Handbook of Yosemite - Hall 2.00 1.25
fi-  Songs of Yozemite - “Poems & Watercolors' 1,26 a0
7-  The Last Burvivor Taylor 1.{K Bl
4 Guide to Yosemite - Hall LGl Al
9. Birds of Yosemite - Naturalist stafl .25 16
1i- Maripoga Grove Guide - " i 06
11- Gilt Subscriptions to YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES
(e vear 2,00 1,04

Order through O, A, IMarwell, Park Noturalist
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Cowbhirds in Yosemite
W. Michacl

By Charies

Cn Moy 14 feeding in the Mus-
eum Garden with & m'xed flock of
Brewsr and Red-w nged Blackbirds,
the wther blackbirds
wag @ stranga  black  bird,
and with 8 more cone-shaped bill
It was nol, however, these apparent

gmaller than

differentia that first attracted my
attention, but something  in the
strangers stride  and  mannerisms

that, caught my eye. The bird was
scr;me:_.distancn away and 1 sat guiet-
ly on the bench hoping that il
would move closer, but instead of
coming closer it [lew away, As it
I fted 1o wing and started off it ul-
tered two whistled notes that were
unfamiliar to my ear. It then dawn-
el on me that the stranger was a
male Cowbird, For the next several
days 1 wisited the garvden, looking
for the bird without sucess. The
Cowlb'rd was not listed in the May
Bird Report WELS
from satisfactory. However, ev-

as identifieation
A
ciits which followed did
identification.

much 1o
ve iy tentatl ve
O the morning of May 21 1 went

my

to visit the nest of a pair of Cassin
Vireos which I had under observa-
tion. Moth ng was seen of the hirds;
the nest was appavently deserted.
On the morning of May 25, when 1
again visited the neat
the wireps building a now nest ah-
out HK) feet from the or ginal nesi-

I dizcovered

ing site. Now 1 was sure that tho
firet nest was deserled and as it was
a wvery brautiful example of avian
artifice ' docided to collect
the Museum. On taking the nest I
it

contained one Viren e g and one

1 for
was surprisad to discover that

odd egg—the odd epg of some spec-
es which T did not know. The nest
along with the egzs was sent to the
Muzeum of Vertebrate Zoolegy, al
Berkeley, The ald egg was identified

as that of the Dwarf Cowhbicd
{Molothrus ater obscurus)  which
proved that at least one Cowhird

had been present in the Valley, And
this was a record as Cowhirds had
never been reported from Yosemile
Valley

My next eontact with Cowhird:
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camie on the morning of June 23,
while oul “bird walking” with Mr.
Henry G, H 1L We came upon a pair
(eeding on the edge of a meadow
and Mr, Hill being familiar with
Cowbirds jdentified them at onee
After this Cowhirds
were seen on several oceaszions, the

experience

last oeeasion being on the morn ng
of August 24, when a pair was seen,

These unwelcome guests are still
more oF less slrangers to me, but I
thin®s a.ter these several meetings
that 1 know them well enough to
recognize them when next we meet
This much I leammed: Cowbirds as-
eoe ate with Blackbirds and they
loak a pgood deal like Blackbirds
The male Cowbird looks like a
amall Blackbird with a
rusiy head, the female iz marked
like & young Hed-wingsd Blackb rd.
The young Cowhird looks like a
voon, Rodwing, buot it is smaller
and much lighter in color, The male
bh'rd often whistles a double noie

Brewer

wion on the wing.

A DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
TO THE MUSEUM GARDEN

(Range: Moturalis!, Enid Michael)

In the keginning the main objec
of the Museum Garden was to de=-
velop a {loral dislay where Yosemiie
v gitors mighlt be offered the op-
portunity to study our native wild
{lowers, but it was soon  realized
that the garden could be  made
ecually atiractive to the birvd stud-
ent, A feeding table placed in 1]
frince of a larze coffee-berry bish

93

and generously supplied with food
was soon being patronized by &
number of d fferent species of hirds.
Here during the summer months
one might get close-up  views of
Calilfornia  Wondpeckers, Black-
headed Grosheak, Blue—fronted Jay,
Red-winged  Blackbird, Brewer
Blackhird, Western Tanager,
Western Hobin, In the garden prop-

and

er, Humminghirds congregate dur-
ing the [oral season, five different
gpec es, and when chains of seed-
pods bead the tall stems of the
Evening Primroses the Green-back-

ed Goldlinches pather in flocks  to
feast,
In the late summer the lilile

ook that flows through the gar-
den offers the only running water
on the north side of the valley, and
this is an important feature in the
lives of many birds, Besides the
Huimen nghirds,  the Goldfinches,
and the patrons of the [eeding
tables many other birds come here
to deink and hathe, Band-tailed
pireans and Evening Grozhbeaks are
recular visitors to fhe stream and
once a drake Mallard was
resting on one of the pools. Perhaps
the hirds above mentioned

fond

would
not eonstitute more than one guart-
er of the number of species that
have been sepen in the garden.

To me one of the most thr lling
bird pictures to be seen in the gar-
den iz the sight of a larious male
Laznli Bunfing swinging on a stalk
o blooming Castileja, what a com=
hination of color—flaming red and
dazeling hlue
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On August 2, 1934, came the
biggest surprise of all. A water
Ouzel was found feeding along the
stream that begins and ends in the
garden, Now the Cuzel is a bird that
lives along streams, a bird that sel-
dom flies over land, He will follow

every twist and turn of & stream
and never cut commers, In many
yvears of ohservation I had never
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seen an Ouezel lepve his stream o
fly overland, but here was an Ouzel
that had made an overland passage
of at least a guarter of 3 mile to
discover a stream, and artificial
stream quite disconmnected with any
ather stream. How did this  Ouzel
Inow that there was such a stream?

What induced him to make the

overland flight?

Sage Sparrow, New Bird for Yosemite

(By Charles

On September 13, 1934, [ came
upon the bird at the edge of the
great brush pile that is headed up
in the meadow below Old Yosemite
Village. At first glance I took it to
be a female Audubon Warbler that
had her feathers fluffed out after a
bath. It had the general blue gray
cast and the white throat patch. A
closer view of the bird and I real-
ized that it was a sparrow and a
stranger in Yosemite WValley, The
stranger was associated with a
flock of Sierra Juncos, but appar-
enfly not on friendly terms with
them. Tt appeared slightly larger
than the Juncos and was able to
drive them off when they came too
close,

I spent a helf hour with the bird,
It went from one side of the brush
pile to the other side, and from one
end of the brush pile to the other
cnd, but at no time did it make a
flight of more than fifty feet. T1
came often 1o the base of the brush
pile to pick grass seeds, but never

W. Michael)

strayed out into the meadow. When
perched and resting in the svnshine
it crouched low so that the fluffy
hbelly feathers covered ils feet. When
moving aboul there was a constant
jarky movement of the narrow dark
tail. And when landed on a perch
after a short flight there was o
thrush-like fit of the tail,

The head of the strange sparrow
was blue grav and smooth looking
The back was gray, strealed with
brown and appearing light brown
The throat and
breast were white and in the center
of the breast there was a dark blu-
ish, or lead colored, dot. Small
black eves were ringed with white
and just above the eyes on the fore-
head were short while lines. A
leaden wash irregularly splotched
the sides of the breast and through
this wash a patch of white curved
down from the hill, There were
dark patches just behind the eves,
and possibly dark dots just in front

from a distance.

oi the eves,
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The bird was =2 Sage Sparrow
(Amphispiza  nevadensis}, Sage
Sparrows are supposed to be very
shy, but this bird did not live up to
the reputation. It did not appear to
mind my presence the least.
Mevadensis, az the name would in-
dicate, belongs on the east side of
the Sierra MNevads Range. Had I
been told there as & representative
of Amphispiza in Yosemite Valley 1
surely would have expected it to be
“helll,” from the foothills on the
western border of the Park, instead
of the
range, However, in other years
hirds from the desert have drifted
peross the range and so why not a

in

“mevadensis” from  across

Sage Sparrow even though it be #
new record for Yosemite Valley,

A RBARTZ HAWK IN YOSEMITE
(Bv A. E. Borell, Naturalisi)

There ave days in the spring when
the office seems like a prison and
we long to be out on the trail, April
17, 1934 was such a day, and [ was
fortunate to be on my way to Half
Dorme,

It has been a mild winier and
there was littls snow left below 8.-
000 fect, Lizhi tips on the ends of
the branches of pines and firs in-
dicated the amount of this  years
growth, The booming of the Sierra
Grouse and the antics of a pair of
Red-breastzd Nuthatches indicated
that the maling season of at least
aome snecies of birds was at hand.

Upon reaching the foot of the
¢ale whih s ahout 8400 ft. in ele-

b
vation, I surveyed the panorama
which laid below me. A passing

shadow called my attention to a
large hird soaring above me, It was
obviously a falcon but I could not
identify it as to species. Howewver
this individual was obliging and
eontinued to eirele about me in a
greal spiral, getting lower until it
flew slowly past at eve level, Then,
I could see distinctly the black bar
down the side and the dark color of
the back which identified it as a
Dueck Hawk (Faleo peregrinus). It
continued 1o circle and disappeared
to the south.

The Duck Hawk is a comparat-
ively rare bhird throughoul Calif-
ornia and is decidedly rare in Yos-
emite. According to our records this
species has been recorded in the
Park since June, 18926, and
twice previous to that date. All of

only

the former cbservations were made
in Yozemite Valley.

The Duck Hawk
along the seqcoast and about large

lives mainly

bodies of water. It is powerful and
fast in flight and was the species
most used in Falconry,

GLOWWORMS
Asst, Park Naturalist M. E. Beally

At Firefall Point, elevation G200
ft, on the night of July 11th while
waiting for the firefall my attention
was called to a bright dot of light
shining on a ledge below, One in-

dividual in the party said it had ap-
peased in the same spot for the past

few nights and exprecred an op n-
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ion thal it was an owl.

After suggesting that it was pro-
bably a glowworm one of the party
volunteered to seramble down and
callect the specimen, It proved to
be a Pink Glowworm (Miscrophot-
us angustus).

In this interesting species  only
the female emits light, The [emale
i5 larviform, flattened and pinkish
in color and between 10 and 153 m m
in length. The males are normally
winged and smaller and lack the
prosphoreseent property.

About midnight on July  18th
Ranger Naturalist A. E. Borell
[vond a glowworm near Glacier
Faint, elevation 7200,

This was & much larger and dif-
It was
about 45 m m long and T m m wide.
The head was much narrower than
the body and the six legs were situ-
atedd nesr the anterior end. In the
hight the glowworm was yellowish
brown but in the dark each of the
broad segments was bordered with
a  phosphorescent - like  sub-
Thers  was & of
glowing spols down each side and
a number of such spots on the und-
ar surface,

ferently shaped specimen,

stinee. row

It was a heautiful and interesting
spec men but unfortunately escaped
ideniified.
The description given by Dr. E, Q.
Western  North
indicates  that
thiz large glowworm was Zarhipis

belose we eould pet il

Essig (Insects of
America page 87)

picivertr's Lec. or at least a species
very close to it

= — A =
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A NEW REPTILE FOR YOSEMITE
By A. E Borell, Naturalist

The Pacific Mud Turtle iz the
only species of native [reshwater
turtle inhabiting central California.
It i to be found in ponds and
slowly moving sireams  throughout
the lower, warmer portions of the
state below 3000 feet clevation.
this region turtles have bzen report-
ed from La Grangs, Smith Creek
Valley, and
[rom the mill pond at Mather. B
ao fav

n

Pleasant Mariposs

ag I ean learm no (urtles
have been proviously rocorded
within the boundar'es of Yosem-
Matiomal Park. Most of the
waters of Yosemite sre pot saitable
for habitation by turtles. However.
swamp Lake, which i5 mnear the
westorm boundary of the park io
Tuolumne eounty, seems 1o prio-
vide @ suitable environment
ih's species,

Alhough this lake has an cleva-
fion of 5300 feet it is guite differ-
ent  [rom most of our moontain
fakes. The watér is comparatively
warm, and thz lake sbounds in
tules, water grasg, algae and insect
life, Om BMay 10, 1934 Ranger Qo
Boown lbrought {rom Swemp Lake
ann sdolt Paeific Mud Turile (Cleni-
mys Marmorata), He reportzd that
turtles are numerous in the lake.

COne or two turtles have be:in
seen on the floor of the valley but
these wrs prohably introdoced, I
know of no other place n the Park
olher than Swamp Lake where
turib:s scem to love in numbers
under natural conditinns,

The Paci'ic Mud Turtle
lenown as the Culifornia or Pacii
Terrapin and is sold for food

ite

for

i5 @lar






	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10

