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Around the Year in Yosemite
By Harold E. Perry

Each of the four dist net seasons
contributes generously toward mak-
ing Yosamite Valley one of the out.
astanding spectacular areas of the
world, It I8 becoming increasingly
popular @8 an all-year playvground
and those who are familiar with Ita
grandeur In only one or twao of the
spagons do not know Yosemite |n-
timately. Il is not encugh to enl at
in the army of touriats wha, during
the summer months particularly,
make a frantic endeavor to 208
everything. vet have no time for
the soul-developlng experiences
which come from ¢ommuning with
nature. It s diffleult to ensnare the
sublime n Yosemite while travel
ing on an over-crowded schedule
Better fortune attends the effors
of that person who gquletly searches
out the secluded haunts of beauty
and returnz again and again to
witness her varying moods.

Yosemite s a busy and gracions
hostess in summer. She is assisted
on all sides by nature’s most s
vored ambassadors, each of them
=eeming to be on dress parade. The
mammals, the birds, the Flowers,
the trees are vibranl with messages
that thrill the heart of every lover
of  the pul-of-doors.  Throazliongt

each doay happiness is abromd. The
cares of city liZe are far away for
the early morning hiker whose
shout of freedom ochoes and e
echoes in its descent to the valley
below, Likewise, welghty and de-
pressing problems, whether  per-
sanal or national, seem trival as the
camper's roodnight song fades Inta
the realm of happy memories and
pleasant dreams,

But to know Yozemite only in
summer is hardly enough.

When the shadows Jengthen tuo-
wardz autumn and the guests of
the valley hasten back to duties of
home, school and office, he who s
fortunate enough to remain behing
dizcovers 8 new tong In Yosemite,
The busztling activity of sumnesr
gives way to silent trails, drowsy
watars, flaming dogwood, frosty
megdows, and genersl preparat on
for bleak days to come. A Teeling
of peace and harmony eaters inln
his relationship with nature.

To keep compoahy with Yosemiie
In winter is to experience the thrill
of # pew warld, The majestic walls
of the valley, robed in erming, pluy
hide-and-seek among the clouds
and present ever changing scenes
ta the hoppy plerim who seels
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communion In that dazling shrine
Sunzhlne moonlight, twinkliag
gtnrs, and blustering storma mll vie
with onn another In  presenilng
fantpstienl portrayals of winler's
Eniryiand,

With the approach of spring, e

hegins to stir in every shrub aond
tree amd flower., The whole val ey

becomies attuned o the rhythmbcal
siep amd the spectacte of creation
unfolds  anew. The prezence of
spring in the Yosemite ceglon is
first noled in the Merced lver
canvon. As the molorist Lovels
a‘ong the river after deseending
Brivebarg Hill, he (s groeted
by flash after MNash of rich orange
eoloving which faivly sweep up the
mouniain  shdes,  The first  view
comis to bhim most onexpeetedly
and the succeedlog displaye around
cach turn in the highway add &
his exulint on  That Calife cia has
cone well in choosing the poppy
{Eschscholtzin californdin) for s
stute flower is the opinion of every
tourist through the Merced canyon
in spring,

However, the Calllfornla poppy is
not the only flower to he seen ovoen
though it is the most vivid. Whole
banks of baby-blue-eyes (Nemophile
menziesil) bring o restful glow to
zoften the ever changing lnndscape
As they Lt their dainty faces oot
of the surrounding grass nnd catch
n dolicate reflection from the sky
nhove, they herald the arvival of
spring In a quist but impressive
manner. As one continues to drive
slong the river, his attentlon ia
drawn repeatedly to vast sheens of
white extending up the hillsides,
Closer Inspection reveals the pres
enee of myriads of tiny  pop-earn
flowerz (Plagichothrys nothofulvi:)
their white heads nodding rogulshly
it every pnssing hreeze, for they too

are happy thal spring has come
tholr way., Brilllant beacons of red
bud iCoreis oceidentalis) mark tha
course of the Meread viver along
the bottom of the canyon while a
fow of these celorful shruba, more
venturesome than tho rest, wanider
& ahort distaunce wp the southern
slopes and da much (o enliven the
varlegnted greens sbow! them, IF
one is bleszed with time and the
inclination to wander thiough these
U per Sonoran gnrdens, he can find
many kinds of MNowers equally at-
tractlve, though less abundant than
the ones forming the mag vificent
carpets

When spring approgches Yo
semite. her course is plainly marled
aven to her resting places, for there
she sprends: he, Inflenpge to Lthe Lops
of the surrounding hills.  Duoring
the time tha! she lazily wendszs hes
way up the canyen, she pgathers
strength for a stréenuous  ellms
through the last rocky gorge into
the walley. Upon reachlng it, she
quetly unfurls banners of dog

wood  (Corniud nutinlliil. nzalea
{Rhododendran  occldentaley  and
eountless other blooms, Her wass

breath disporses the inst =nows of
winter angd het magic tooch awnlk
eng slombering walerfalls: The win
ter birdz take on new activily ns
the season for home naking deasys
neur and Teathered adventuress
from southern warmth begin to an
swer the call of the Bierra Even
the bears shake off the effocts of
their long winter sleep and prepaee
for n hrisk senson of compaonion
ship with surmmer vigitors, An
army of tourists again Lukes up the
march to its favorite playground,
but only those who have wtnessoid
the pagenantry of its changing sen-
sone are bruly intlmate with Y-
semite,
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Annual Yosemite Bird Census

By M. E.

BEATTY

Assistant Park Naturalist

E\rwy sour pl Christmas Ume the
Mationnl Audubon Society sponsors
n nntlon-wilde bind census. The pur-
pose of this census iz to necurately
record the fluctuation of bird life
during one fixed week at as many
fntlons  #cross  the eountry as
prossible.  Results compiled for a
number of years are of great value
tan the Nutionul Aundubon Assuel-
uthon and otharg Interested in bird
plinly and bird protection. An uns
usual increase in one spocles might
Indlente gome econirol necessary or
gront searcity of another spécies
milght point te the pneed of better
menans of bird proteation, Through
the eco-operation of local hird so-
eleties, interested groupsz, or in-
iividual ornitholcgiats  over the
country a rather complete census
ynn be made eoch vear,

The naturalist staff o YVeozemite
Metirnal Park has contributed fo
this work during the lsst three
yonrs,  The lateat census was taken
December 20, 1933, with following
rosulis;

Yosemite Valley, Yosomite Ma-
thonrl  Park, Californian (Mirrere
Lauke tao El Portall, 8 a&a m to &
p. . Clear; seven inches of snow
nvarrge; wind, none; temparature
ot #tart 20 degrees, rt retorn 38
degress, Fifteen miles, four ob-
mervers working singly in four-hour
khifts, Observers: Park Naturalist
Pert Harwell, A ssistant Park Nat-
urnlists M. K. Beatty and A E
Borell and Museum Assistant Ray-
mend Gilmore,

A total of 40 apecies, 448 Indl-
vidugls as follows: Sharp-shinned
hawk, 1° Western red-talled hawl:,
4% potden ongle, 1: valley quall, &:
reountsin quall, 38; Weatern helted

Kingflsher, 2: red-shafted flicker,
10; Western plieated woodpecker,
1; Californin woodpecker. 48; Mo-
doe woodpecker, 3: Northern white-
headed woodpecker, 1; black
phoebe, 1; hiue-fronted jay, G§64;
Californin  jay, 20; short-talled
mountaln chickadesa, 10; plain tit-
mouse, §; slender-billed nuthatch,
1; red bressted nuthateh, 4; Bierra
cregper  10; pallid wren-tit, 3; dip-
per, 5: dotted canyon wren, 1; rock
wren, 3; Californin brown thrasher,
1; MNorthern wvaried thrush, 2; her-
mit thrist, 1; Western bluebird, 13;
Western golden-crowned kinglet, 3;
Western ruby-crowned kinglet, 9;
Auwdubon Sacramento spotted tow-
hee, 40; Bacramento brown towhes,
30 Thurber junee, 57; Gamble
sparrow, 20, polden-crowned spar-
row, 4; foX sparrow, B, ronp spar-
row, 4.

Red-=stafted Flicker

COn the previous year's census
taken December 20, 1832 only 24
gpecies were recorded as Rl Portal
was not jneluded in the territory
covered. The preatest varintion
noted these three years is in gold-
et-crowned kinglets, This was the
most numerons apecies ancounterod
in the census of 1031, Th's vcar
bt three Individuals were found In
the much Inrger torritory coverad,
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NATURAL HisTORY.

[1934 Session Announced
By Park Naturalist C. A, Harwell

Director

A seven-week course of Intensive
stucdly of the Interrelations of na-
ture, of field methods In natural
history subjects, of meanz of inter-
preting trail-side phenomena and of
study of natlonal park service
methods will be conducted in Yo
gemite this year for the tenth con-
secutlve summaer, from June 256 to
Aupust 100

This achool conducted by the Na-
tional Park Service has become
well known, so that now there Is
quite a competition for the 20 plaeos
nvailab'e each summer.

Cur principal purpose is to train
studenia In the methoda of Inter
preting living nature The worlk is
almost enlirely conducted in  the
fleld, nsing the Yosemlte Museum
nz headguarters for necessary lec-

of Schoaol

ture and laboraztory work. Graduo-
ates of this school make use of the
tralning given here In varlons ways
Twenty-four graduntes have heen
employed by the National Park
Bervice as temporary or rermanent
naturalists, Many more have served
in local or state parks or in connec:
tlon with special camps and expedi
tions as nature councillors or na
ture guides. Numbers of nur
school graduates have Foond
thls course has eaoriched
teaching, lecturing and wreiting AN
are firmer lovers of nature sl et
ter conservatinnists Friendahlps=
established here prove va'nahle and
lasting An alumni nssociation
hoids reunions in varions parts of
the country from time to time.
Ench e'ass i5 limited tn & group

Fi-vad
that

At irrped
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of 2 12 men nnd elght women, A
minlmim of throo years of college
work or [ts equivalent s required
mnid proference 8 given those ma
Joring In naturnl aciences, Speclal
eondlderation 15 given to those ap-
plicnnts whose intereats offer the
grentest contribution in the various
fleldn of nature education.

STAFF

The regulanr naturealist ataff of
Yosemite Natlonal Park will be as
misted by a number of cutstanding
melentists during the session. Dr
Huorald . Bryant, aszistant director
of the National Park Service, in
ehorge of the branch of oduration
nnd research, will work several
dnyve with the group Joseph Dixon
fiold paturalist, N, P, 3., will direct
mosurvey in our wilderness research
reserve. Dr. Ernst Cloos of Johns
Hopling, Dr. Elilott Blackwelder aof
Bianford and Dr. Ralph Chaney of
the University of California will in-
atruel in geology.
SCUPE OF THE WORK

Thouegh specific instruction is of-
fered in gentogy, botany, foresiry,
arnithology, mammalogy and ento
mology, It s our purpse to aupple
ment university training in thess
manches by giving speclal empha.
sl# Lo the Interrelations of living
ihbngs as they are found in nature,

The Yosemnite Malionz! Park,

comprising 1179 square milles of the
westorn slope of the Sierra, embrac-
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ing five life mones, offers a rich
fleld for such A course. The class

will camp a week on the edge of
our pesearch reserve area to carry
on careful surveys of the flora and
fauna of certain specifiad locallties,

Ten days of the course will be
occupled by a pack trip for collect-
ing and research in the remote
northern sections of the park. Stu
dent participation in the organizing
amd carrving oul of such fleld stud.
iez and trips as these offers a train.
ing of very practical benefit

The field school students arganize
and eonduct ~-tore lore campfires
sach week, 1o which v'=itors 1o the
valley are Invited. They are given
oppartunities to participate in the
regular naturalist program of lec.
turing and gulding and are invited
to prepare nature noles or articles
for scientific journals. The entire
course & practical, rich in subject
matter, stimulating and profifable,
NGO TUITION FEE

Mo tuition Pee iz charged the siu.
dents of this National Park Service
school, A special camp site is re
served lor the group, whare per
sonal tents may be put up or equip
ment rented at nominal rates. Sty
dents dn thelr own cooking, usually
in groups. An eguipment fee of 85
Iz charged each studen! for use of
materials furnished.

Application blanks ana any fur-
ther information w0l ba furnished
on request.
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Pioneer Shrines in Yosemite

By GRACE NICHOLS
Firld School, 1035

No #ojourn in Yosemite can ever
be pomplote without visiting zome
of the scenes made famous by the
men who ploneered in tha valley—
Muir, Hutehings, Lamon. Clark, L#
Conte and others who woere wssocl-
ates] with them The West is a5 yel
1o young and new for most of us
to have any adegualo conceplion ol
the debt we owe o paneers sach
as Aheze who devoted  thely  best
venrs unselfishly to discovering the
impompérable beauties of the Yo
gemite reglon and making them ace
cesgible for the pleasure and eénjoy
ment of all who shoulil come after
e,

1. JOHN MUIR

Best known among this groap s
John Muoir, ood justly so, for with
wiit his ardeast championship ol the
project it is extremely doubifal that
the measure (o ereate a nostionsl
park Trom the Yosemite conntry
would ever have been succossiolly
carvied opt.  His first  association
whh the walley was In connection
vith o sawmill which was erected
by 4. M. Hutchings near Yosemite
Falls in 1869 Tor the purpose of
maliing  into amber a oomber ol
pines, some of which hoad been ppe
ronted in g sevVers sLorm Some yenrs

previsus,
Mulr ran the szawmill fer some
muenths, living In 8 enbin  which

feeod the lower Yosemite Fall, This

cabin, which he planned and built
for himself, waz of unigue design
The best description of it that we
have was written by Mule in a Let-
ier to one of hiz riends

He says:; “This pabin, | think, was
the handsopseat buililicg in the val
ley nnd the mest useful and eon-
venlent for & mountainecr From
Yosemite croek, where |t firet goth
ers tts bepten waler=s ot the foot of
the fn'l T dug a amall d'teh aned
||Irll'g!'l Ho=trediim inta the enhin, en
tering sl one end and Tlowing ot
the other with jusi enough current
to al'ow it tno slng and warhle in
I, aweoet trnes, delightfu) at night
while T lay in bed  The Tloor wns
mude ol rough slabs nicely jolnerd
spd erhedded In the groand
the spring. the cormmwmen provia foons

In

puslied up betwesn the jo'nis af the
slabz, two of which, growlng <tender
Hke ellmbing ferns on account of
the =sobduesd Hght, [ traie v a0
threads up the sides and o =r my
window in froal of my writing <eak
In an ornwmental srch Dainty P10
troe [rogs occasionally clmbed the
fernz and muode fine musle in the
night, and eommon frogs came in
with the steearm and he'ped to sine
with the Hylag amd fhe warbling,
tinlkling water, My hed wus
pended from the rafters and Hined
with llboce drnes plvres, altogether
forming a dellghtrnd In the

=R

hierie
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glorlous salléy ot n cost of only
51 or B, nmd T wis loth to leawos (0"

The site of this cabln 18 now
marked by o bronzo plagque on &
rloeinl  boulder.

Durlng the apring and summer of
IRT2, nfter he had left his employ-
ment in the aawmill, Mulr con
structed s secomd cabin. It was
situated in a clump of dogwond
near the Royal Arches on the bank
of the Merced “at a point whese Lhe
river approsches c¢logest to the
Royal Arches and in a hold curve
swings southward again across the
valley,” No vestlge of this strue-
ture remaing, nor is s site marked
in any way MNear by in a tangis
of alders and aza’eas, pn 8 8pit of
land formed by the confluence of
Teaaya creek with the Merced,
there are the remnaniz of an an-
ciett log  structure which is sup-
posed by many to nave been the
socoidd: Muir cabin, Thig, however,
s not the caze, for the bullding in
guéstion was 1 rheep corral arected
by James Lamon some vears before
Muir toock up hig residence in that
pait of the valley,

It was while dwelling In the val-
lesy, Eirai In the cabln by Yosemite
LFal pnd later beaeath the Royal
Arehes, that Muir carried om hibs
ex_ensive studies of glaclal action
ia the Slerra region, feasting hig
goul meanwhile upon the subiime
beguty of the alpine landscape,
which he so vivklly portrayed in
hs wirltings and which has [&d oth-
¢rz to share hils passionate love for
the “Mountains of Light”

2 J. M. HUTCHINGS

To J. M. Hulchings helongs the
dslinction of having organized the
first tourist party to visit Yosanute,
This party, which consisted of
Hutchings, VWalier Millard, Thomas
Ayres and Alexancler Stair, entered
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the valley In the summer of 1855
guided by two Indians. There they
spent “five glorions days in luxuri-
oz seenie banqueting.”  Returning
to the valley in 1864 with his fam-
ily, Hutchings purchased o claim
and a frame building which  was
subseguently known as  Hutchings
House, where, for the suoeceeding
decade, he presided as “host" to a
Inrge proportion of the people who
visited the valley.

Speaking of hiz carly experienced
In his book, “In the Heart of ths 5i-
erra,” Hutchings says: “Accommo-
dations in the valley were found to
be very limited, as they consisted of
a two-story frame bullding 80 by 20
feet, having two rooms, an upper
and a lower. Its doors and windowa
were made of cotton cloth,  Verliy,
a primitive beginning for novices in
hotel  keeping. When our first
guests arvived the [adles were dom-
lelled wupstairs and the gentlemen
down, This arrangement we fell
not only bad itz inconveniences, bat
wis contrary to law, inasmuch as
it =ometimes separaled man  and
wile,” Howewvar, he relates furthe:
tha. *sa novel a dizpozsition of vis
itors only beranie a  subject  For
mirthfulness never of consure.

Mot being satisfled with these
primitive arrangements, Hutehinge
determined to improve them, buot
the nearest zawmill was 50 miles
dlctant over almost  inacocssible
Liounteia trails ood the taak of ar
tempting to bring in the necescavy
lwnber on pack animsals seprgiel
highly Impractical, Accordingly
bhaolts of muslin were procured and
were used in partitloning off roogs
“Guests in this way were provid.d
with apartments, it is true; but un-
less their lights were carefully lis
poced, thera were alzo added uain
tentiomal shadow-picturas which, =
contributory of mirthfulness ip =
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maximum degres, gave only a mini-
mum degree of privacy in return’
subseguently the sawmill which
Muir ran wag eztablished and jum
ber was provided for necessary im-
provements in the bullding.

Finding the winter climate oo
govere on the south side of the
valley, tha Hutchings family erect-
od a ecabin in a “dark, rich setting
of oaks" near Yosemite Falls, whers
thoy enjoyed sunshine on winter
days from § a m. uotil .30 p. m.
“To connect the high ground pear
the hotel on the south side of the
valley with that at the cabin aon the
north glde, and at the same time
make the Yosemite Falls and othe
attractions accessible to visitors a
causeway was thrown up across the
Imervening meadow, and an avense
of ¢lms planted on either =ide, that
werg grown from seed gent us by
the Reverend Joseph Worchestsr
of Waltham, Mazs. But few of these
now survive as during my absence
in the mountains on one oocasion,
some thoughtless young men rut
them down for walking eanes and
carried them off, T hope when they
segp this they will feel thelr cheeks
warm with shame.”

The spring succeeding the coa:
pletion of the ecabin an orcharnd
was planted and later a strawber
ry pateh. Many of the treeg were
grown “from seeds of chalee ap
pleg that had been sent s, Lhe
plants from which weore afterward
budded or grafted. In thiz way =
thr fty archard of about 180 frecs
came into being and now  bears
many tons annuzlly of assorted
fruit=.” The berry pateh, however
affered greater difficulties,  Afim
perusing numerous plant catalogs
the desired varieties of plants were
gelected and ordered, but, due o
the fact that all mall theose dayvs
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came Westl by way of Panama, ne
cesgitating a much longer perlod of
time than i now the eaze, the firs
shipment of berry plants waz com
pletely dried up when 't arrived
in the wvallgy, A second shipment
was ordered and the company, ag

parently determined. not to have
the pame misfortune ocour again
added s0 mueh molsture to  the
packing that the plants disinleges

ted #n route. A third shipment was
burnt up from too cloze proximity
to the ship's funnel during the vy

age, but nothing daunted, Hutch

ingz sent In h & order for the fourth
time and received In  return 1)
smiall rootlets al g total cost of 34,
With  ecareful colture these in

creased to thousands of plants
many of which produeed nearly 20
berries sach.

{Cootinned Next Month)

SPECIAL NOTICE

The Yosemite Museum is planning
to abserve the birthday of JOHN
MUIR on April 21, A special pro-
gram for that day s being arranged,
We are now endeavoring to set up
a special Jobn Muir exhibit in the
Hiztory Room,

Anyone possessing, or knowing of,
any relics or docmments pertgining
to Mulr that may be zecured for
this special exhibit i= requested to
communicate with . A, Harwel],
FPark Natoralist, Yozemite National
Park, California.

HEK
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