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A White-headed Woodpecker Gets
Experience Early in Life

By NATASHA SMITH
Field School 1832

On the river bank near EI Capl-
tan meadows is a venetable old oak.
The main trunk Iz dead and drilled
by many & woodpecker., A side
limb still lives and grows., Some of
its branches spread about the dead
trunk, casting guaint leaf patterns
on the old barkless wood and offer-
ing shade and a perching place for
the birdas that nest in the wood-
pecker holes.

Every summer that I have inves-
tigated, there has been a nest in
thiz old tree, In the summer of
1930 there were two at the same
time. A violet-green swallow and
yvoung were established In the top-
mozt hole overlooking the river.
Lower down anmd looking ont on El
Capitan was a white-headed wood-
peclker's home, Both mothers were
busy feeding thelr babies. And both
seta of youngsters were old enough
to poke their heads out of thelr re-
spective nests, on the morning [ sat
down to watch,

I sonn noticed that a precocious
young woodpecker with a  large
searlet dot on hifs head mansced fo
dominate the wondpecker hole, 1Te

ate most of the fomd and made most
of the noise, Onee when his mother
was longer than wusual returning
with food, he climbed right out and
started hitching himsalf up the
trunk in true wondpecker fashion,
All would have been well If he had
nof circled as he climbed. This re-
splted in his coming up under the
swallow's nest. One of the ald swal-
lows returning with food was furi
ous, flew at the defenseless [ittle
fellow, pecked him, and soon
knocked him te the ground below,
There he soreeched for his mother
like any lost baby., Then she came
and coaxed him off to a yellow pine
some 5 feet away, where he climbed
with renewed joy, His mother dem-
onstrated and soon he, ton, was
looking in cracks and crannies for
dainty eatables,

When he was well up on the tres
and while his mother was away he
suddenly deciled to try hls wingsd.
Off he flew in fine style, that Is, at
lenst for the first 100 feet or so. In

hig ignorance he had chosen  the
open river side. There was no near
tres to nlight on. After the first
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joy of flying he begnn to tirs. Slow
Iy he lost altitude and then with a
small splash he landed In the reiver,
After o few futile struggles he be
onme gulet. Hastily T removed my
ghoesd and waded in, yanked him
out, held him up by the leet while
the water dreained, ond rcolled him
in & handkerchief. Thers he Ilay
ghivering a very sorry-looking
youngster compared to the cocky
one that started up the tree trunk o
few minutes before. When he was
as dry as I could get him, T elimbed
up the tree amd stuffed him in his
home haole,

T like to think he lved and grow
up to he one of the linest of the
wimklipecker clan and thal he was
0 wiser and hottey bird for his early
mxpericnees. AL nny rate, when |
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returned some flve doye Intor hath
one

T joy

Camilies ware nmy

there was no Leare - af a el wood-
pecker In the Tower noat

Rare Picture Writing Found in Yosemite
By STHEPFHEN TRHIFF

Recent rond-building  opersations
hring to light traces of curly Indian
culiure now long forgotten by pres
ent-day Yosemites, Tom Roach, en
gincer, while following along  Bri
dol Vell Creek In search of a roek
“horrow,"” discovered o large boof:
iler which were early pieture
writings  One of the loeal Tndinoes,
Chief Lemoe (Meaning ahimmering
witer) and the writer visited this
[neation September 24, 19383,

Ome yrrddreed yards dewnstrean
From where the new Glacier Poiot
Road  erosses Bridal Veil Cresl,
lay mueh in the lne of sriifacis
Lthat one could jdentify with an
early  Indian  village Spattered
aver Lthe zandy am  wers abwa-
dance of obsldinn chips bralen off
in the process of making arrow
polnts. At the lower west widge of
the village site, near the eres,
wore thres Inrge granite hosoliders

(1]

on  which were  loented somwe 22
mortar holes used for poundng

wearn: and other food=s of carly [n-

diza et Many ceooking =lones
slrewn nhout on the groand near-
by el tedd thee loeation of  Thalr

"o muy-choss" housess nd coalong
[bme s,

A lttle over oane hondreed yords
helow  the village  stood o Inege
rock about 16 feet high ang 12 feed
neross. Neor the vight-hpmid glidlo of
the houlder 4 fenl or so ploye the
ground. worg twa odd-loolking ole
cles abont 4'% incher in dinmeter
in the centar of which wiere doig
1% inches wide. [hrecily  uander
them was a lorvge obiong circle
nhaut 18Y inchoa long w7 §faches
wlde mwlesing 15 nes 500
irches Iong and hrolen in the <en
tes. The ooloring matter osed ang
o red pigment, snd from the shapd
amd thickness of e Poes U nny

e
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have been put on by the finger. By
cargfully looking over the rock
three or four other such figures
vowld be outlined.

We sat for some time trying 1o
reagon out the meaning for this

“writing, or what may have
prompted it As we studied the
figures in the light of ancient

mythology the crude pictures grad-
ually took the form of faces, The
rovgh clreles with the dots in the
centera were the "eves” the large
oblong circle with the divided lines
represented the “mouth” aod
“tewth.” Study of the shape of the
rock on which the paintings are
located brought out the profile of
a shull,

Could it be the outcropping of the
mythological “wild giant” who was
supposed to do away with all To-
diansg he found? Had he turned
into stone, there to remain forever?
The resemblance to a skull proh-
ably is the reason this rock was
chosen. All early tribes had strong
beliefs in the “Great Spirlt of Coy-
ote Man," and perhaps, thinking
thie an evidence of his work. had
offored fome tribute to it Mrest
actz of this type were the work of
the Shaman {medicine man). He
had more time to wonder and more
time to think up tales that would
subztantlate his mystic dahces and
panaceas. Bhould mome other Bha-
man pass the rock and notice the
writings and the “face.” it would
be hiz duty to likewize pay tribute,
which may have hbeen the cause
for all of these forms’ being so
nearly alike, Just what pigmenis
they used to make their marks is
not definitely known, This rusty
red color may have hesn bhrought
over by the Monos from their “Fed
Mountain,” the coloring being used
on their faces during ceremon’al
dnnces,
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On returning to the valley and
talking with some of the old-time
Indians, no memory was clear
enough to recall any such wrilings
by Yosemite Indiana. Just how far
back these writings go and what
tribes may have put them there 1s
impossible to state. Their age and
makerz will probably ever remain
a mystery.

‘The rarity of these “paintings”
is well known throughout Califor-
nia, According to HKroeber in his
“Handbook of the Indians of Call-
fornia™: “About B0 sites with
carved or palnted rocks have be
come known in California, These
range from boulders bearing a few
scratches to walls of caves or gver-
hanging cliffs covered with long
assemblage of red. yellow. black
and white. Practically all of these
drawings were in the Shoshonean
Dristrict,”

THAT iMP!
THE BLUE-FRONTED JAY
By JOE BURGESS
Ranger Naturalist

Ta me, the jay 18 not a viclous
bird, but one full of mischief; full
of the joy of being alive; at least
different in hizs habits from most
birds and often doing the uanex-
pected, 1 usually renew my  #o-
guaintance around the end of June,
when I find jays peaceably feeding
on my bird table in company with
grosbeaks, tanagers and an occa-
gional nuthatch. Not =0 the Weat-
ern robin for he would have the
entire tray to himself and be con
stantly quarreiing with other birds.

Full of mischief is the blue-
fronted jay. Carrying away o haby
golden-mantled ground squirrel and
depositing him at our camp was
one of his deeds while we were sia-
tlomed at the Mariposa Grove of
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Fig Troes, Wo adopted the sguirreel,
named him Micky, and with the ald
of a medlcine dropper from which
he learned to dreink cocomnlt, we
were ahble to ralse him. But bhack to
Jays,

Who, of nature lovers, has not
enjoyed watching jays as they hop
from branch to branch as though
full of tempered springs? Who has
not  listened attentively while, a
few [eet above one's head, & jay
sings u@ song, In & smal] far-a-way
voloe, us sweetly as any canary and
with just as full a repertoire?

Different he certainly is as he
huries an acorn and in the way he
eits, Holding the food on o hranch
with his feet and using his entire
hody he just hammers away with
his bill until the hardest crosi is
hroken and contents devoured,

[

—N R ;

Az for the unexpected, one day
1 watched him fly from one car to
sonother, clinging' to the radiators
while: he got his lunch from  the
bhngs embedded thereon,

So Were's to the blue-fronted jay.,
With all! of hi| nolze and  hopo-
dence, T like him'

He at least, has the cournge io
hae dlifferent. !
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JIUSEUM LIBHARY
NEEIDNS MATERIAL
By ANN HUNT,
1933 Field School

Under the CWA approprintion for
museum activities, we have been
uble to obtain o cataloguer for o
limited period. She |z engaged in
vrganizing and cataloging the mu-
seum's large colleetion of pamphlel
and monograph material as well
ui books. !

In making the subject index for
the former class of sclentlific mat-
ter, much comes Lo light that is nol
particularly valuable to this library.
We should, thersfors, be glad to
rinke exchanges with other institu-
t'ong, or to receive donations of any
kind of publication or exhibil
wwhich, by nature, helongsd in such
L eollection as ours.

The emphasis iz being placed
upon Yosemitiann of all kinds, espe
ially wpon E;'!r‘l!,' publications re-
varding  the history of Yosemite
“alley and Central Californin, 'We
hawve aome duplicate numbers of
mech magazines as "Nature,” "The
Condar,”  “Hutchings' Magazine”
and waould be happy to co-operate
with anyvoene who has suech periodi-
ala for Exchangé or donation,

Please addreas communientions= o
the Park Naturalist's Offies,

FROM FIELD NOTES

Fine sunny weather during our
sppoged winter season has had itz
offect on hird life as is wlinessed
Iy the obzervation of a flock of 20
or more Western robins near the
Ranger Club on January 10, 18G4,
“ven during severe winter an oocea-
#iopal robln or two may stay dur-
ing the pericd but a large group
=yich as thls one ‘iz quite uncom-
vien —M. E; Beatty.
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Pioneer Shrines in Yosemite

By GRACE NICHOLS
Field School, 1935

{Hditor's Note: Below appears the
second article in a series dealing
with early-day personalities of Yo-
wirm it The first appeared Inst
month in Yosemite Nature Notes
The concluding artlele will appear
one month hence.)

Huichings House suryvivez in the
present Cedar Cottage, situated in
the Old Village opposite Rentinel
Bridge. Thiz building, which is the
olilest existing structure in Yosem-
ite National Park, is celebrated to-
doy for its so-called "hig tree room,"”
vnigue  in  strocture in
that It iz erected around a huge
mmeense cedar whos=e crown towers
high above the cottage rool

The majestic bole of the tree ooc-
cupies a central location  in the
rovm i which many famous guests
have heen entertained, Before Its
hospituhle hearth snt Horaee
Greeley., Here aleo cams James Al
Garliell, later to e n martyr Pres-
ident; Balph Waldo Emerson, Prof.
J. D Whitney, In honor of whom
Mt. Whitney was named, the Duke
of Sutherland, the ftwao Ffamoons
lnndseape  artists, William Heith
amill  Thomas Moran—the list of
those who enjoyed the Big Tree
Room's hospitality Ineludes the lead-
ers of the world in thelr times, In
lnter years there have heen  two
Presidents, Thesdores Roosevelt and
Taft, and one king, Albert of el

which s

gium, accompanled by his queen and
their son, the Duke of Brabant,
who came to see this unigue place,

Long before there was sven 0o
wagon road into Yosemite, Cedar
Cottage was begun by Buck Beards-
ley and G, Hite, pioneetr’ hotel
keepers. The lumber was hewed
and whipsawed from virgin- timber,
and all- the hardware had to he
packed in by mules. The building
was commenced in 1857, but prog-
regs was so0° slow that it was not
ready  for occupancy until Moy,
1859, and then, as the forepoing
description given by Hutehings in-
dicates, it was 8 mere shell, The
Blg Tree room itsell came into ex-
istence about 1886, serving as the
sitting room of the famous Huteh-
ings House, The Incense cedar 18
close to 176 feel in helght and is
nine feet in diameter at the hase,
3. JAMES C. LAMON

JAMES . LAMON, s Virginian
by birth, who had spent his early
years adventuring in Ilinols, Texas
and the Calaveras amd Mariposa
gold fields of California, took up
a pre-emption claim in the opper
end of the valley in the fall of 1870
erecting a eahin and planting o
garden and an orchard of pear,
peach and apple trees opposite Holf
Dome. Bater he boilt a second
tabin for the winier use beneath
e Toval Arches, aml, Hetehings
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wdds In his aecount, “lived In its
basement as a precaotion agalost
Indian trenchery.” The first permas-
nent resldent in the wvalley, Lamon
made his home here until the day
of his death in the autumn of LE76.
His cabin has long since failen into
ruin, hut a part of his orchard may
stll be seen in the meadow near
Camp Curry.

Apple trees seem endued with
more of the true pioneer spirit
than any of our other cultivated
trees., Wherever one wanders
through the wilderness of the West
one finds these old trees singly or
in groups, marking the site of some
homesztead now wvanizshed, Inex-
pressibly gnarled and twisted, with
trunks riddled by woodpecker=
they still hold out their leafy, blos-
som=laden branches to the apring
sunshine, and shower their autumn
largess of fruit upon the eages
womd foll.  And so, although the
aother fruit trees which composed
the orchard are for the most pait
gong, James Lamon's apple troes
gtill flourish, Seen in the height of
the summer tourist season when
the orchard becomes an auxilaey
parking area for Camp Cuarry, the
Llroes Appear as archaic survivals
of & more leisurely, graclous age
long since departed; but in blossan
timoe in mid-Aprll when the fra
grant pink petals drift down ke
spring snow-flakes, or in late Sep-
tember when the harvest moo.
floods the wvalley with molten 2
ver, they come again into then
own. Then one may wander among
them and see in fancy the Yo-
semilte as James Lamon saw 10
from hls eabin door more than =
hali contury ago.

4. GALEN CLARK

For 14 years after Yosemite val-
lay and the Mariposa Grove were
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doclared o State park In 18404,
sulen Clark held the position of
gunrdian of the park, being elected
again and again to this office by
the board of commissloners be-
cauze of hiz efficiency and his deen
love for the valley and of the =He-
quoiaz,  John Mulr says of him
“Mr. Clark was truly and literally
a pentleman. . . He was the besl
mountalneer T ever met, and one of
the kindest and most amiable of
all my mountain friends. . . . His
kindness o all Yosemite wisitors
and mountainesrs was marvelously
constant and unlform. From hes
hospilable and well-supplied cahin
no weary wanderer ever wenl aw wy
hungry or unrested.” And J M
Hutchings in his book "In  the
Hearl of the Sierras.”" advises v
tors to the effeet that “Galen
Clark will be found intelligeat,
obliging and effic.ent .0 evervihing
he undertales"

Although not the first to see the
Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, Clark
was the first to explore It after he
had heard from a prospector that
“there weie some wonderfui big
trees up there on top of Wawona
Hiil." Clark thoroughly explored
the grove, counting the trees and
taking the measurementz of the
largest among them. He also ax-
plored the forest to the southward
and discovered the much laiges
Fresno Grove, a portion of which,
unfortunately, was subsequently cut
for lumber,

For a number of vears after he
gave up the position of guardian
of the park, he used to take vis
tors through the Valley in his wag-
on, This vehiele was the first to be
brought into the Walley, having
been Laken apart and packed in on
mules in the days before there were
roads into the park. This wagon iz
now preserved In the Yosemite My



YOSEMITE NATURE

NOTES

a

GALEN CLARK

When Guardian of Yosemile

1



3z

seum. When the wagon arrived, it
was pecessary for Clark to con-
struet a road upon the Valley floor
in order thal wvisitors might be
trapsported to points of Interest
During the intervening vears, new
roads have been conatructed and
the old ones rerouted, but a frag-
ment of this first road is preserved
between the Incense cedars noar
the bear pits. Theze were known asg
“The Golden Gate” and the hisgtorie
old roadway ran between them.

Coming to the Bierra originally
for his health, Galen Clark lived for
many years in a cabin at Clark’s
Btation, now known as Wawona
later moving into the Valley and
erecting a house in the meadow be.
low the Old Village where Lthe re-
malnder of his life was spent. As
an ardent lover of treez he brought
A number of =eedling Sequo as from
Maripesa Grove some 20 vearz be.
fore his death, Some of these he
planted in what are now the Awah
nee Hetel prounds, and the remain-
Ing 12 were planted around the lit
tle plot in the Yosemite cemetlery
which he had chosen for his final
rezting place. The scil was dry and
gravelly, but by meanz of frequent
watering and much care a number
of the seedlings were nourished into
sturdy young Sequoias, five of which
now shade his grave—as dignlfad
and impressive a memorial as one
might hope to have,

Death held no tervors for him
Having enjoyed a long and useful
life, he went to his rest az simply
and fearlessly ag did the patriarchs
of old, leaving behind him & fine
tradit'on of generous hospitalty
nnd gracious and unfailing courtesy
im =1l his dealingz with the public,
ng o heritage to those who should
come after him as guardians of the
Valley.

{Concluded Next Month)
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FEEDING RATTLESNAKES

By RANGER-NATURALIST
CEAIG THOMAS

It has been often asserted thal
rattlesnalkes rarely eat in captivity,
But at the Yosemite Museum we
have two that eat without hesita.
tion. Gophers, mice and smad
ground sqguirrels form the major
portion of their diet while members
of the live snake exhibit. It iz of
unusual interest to watch a rattle-
snake kill and swallow its prey.

Our rattlesnakes show an imme.
diate interest in the "main course”’
as egoon as |t ig put in; striking
quickly, Tt is often merely a mat-
ter of =secondsz bhefore the anima,
falls in a coma. The shake waits a
moment or two and then
glawly up to the wvictim, ecarefully
testing with its zensitive tongue a=
It goez., It decides which iz the
head of its pray, and then procesds
to swallow the animal,

The bones in a sgnake’s jaws are
connected, not solidly as in maoot
animals, but with ela-tle ligaments
like little rubber hands, and cha
skiz s gquite elastic, so thal o snnlke
with a small head can vet swallow
an ahject twao or three times its size
The ftwo sides of the lower jaw
move independently of each other
and the fangs in the upper jow act
as lttle independent claws to pull
the food in. In other waords, o
anake literally erawls around its
fooad,  Starting at the head, the
front legs provide the most troghle,
hut onee they are well on their
way, the rest is plain sailing, T
tlesnalies have heen known to live
for over a year withont eating, yet
one of our snakes wole 8 Mmoo oo
a gopher one morning, a gopher two
days later and was still hongry.
“Eat, drink and be merry, for to
morrow we die” seens to he Lhele
rinttno,

moves
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