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Museum Wildflower Garden
By Ranger-Naturatist Enid Michael

The Muscum Wild Flower Gardsn
has been in [ull bloom for the past
six weeks and promises to conbinue
n fine color till the silent
flakzz fall, As early sz the first of
May there was beauty in the garden
It was then the high mounia'n col-
umbine  (Aquilegia  pubescenns)
rrached. full bloom, The eslumbine
plants  had  been  given L
s arden by Ranger-naturalist, Advey
Borell, who had taken them from
Mt Dana at an altitude of 11,000
{zet. The first great bloom of the
plants was thrilling. The {lowers
were very large and  of  several
colora, white vellow and biue. In-
tereating to note, the most admired

smow

ta

hlue columbine is again in bloom
at the present writing,

By th: middle of May the garden
mersh and a  streamsde became
brizht with
Siar  (Dodecatheon
pine Lilvy {Lilium parvam),

Fowers of Shooling-
Al-
Blue

jeflreyil,

Camas (Camassia quamash), Knot=
waed  (Palygonum  bistortoides),
Marsh Gold (Phalacroseris boland-
eri}  and darling white viclets
{Viola blanda). Among these early
blooms were a few rarities: The
Mountain Lady Slipper (Cyriped-
Fhantorn  Orehid
{Cephalenthera austinae), and Clin-
tonia unifora,

The last dayvs of Mayv and the
frst days of June brought almost
daily raing to Yosemife., For the
wild Aower garden this was a greal
blessing after an almost | anowless
winter, When, at length, the storms
were over and sunshine warmed the

ium montanum),

muoist earth the whole garden seem-
ed to smile. The eager plants could
wait no longer and the great spring
bloom was on.  Aleng the stream
cardinal M mulus blazed forth
crenge red, hedges of Meadow Lot-
us with yvellow and white pea flow-

i

erz. gavly born:, and backeround

LEIG5IEE
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miasses of Sierra Lupine glorious
with wands of purple hloom. Many
a graceful searf of Collinsea, purly
while, contrasted with the purple
falds of fluffv-hzaded Monardella.
Friophyllum  gathered
there in golden pools. The {lame of
tall Indian Fa'nt Bushes, the charm
of curious Cone Flowers,
golden  expanse of Brown-eyed
Susans 81l contributed (o the joy-
ous spirilt of the garden. The next
greal wave of color was brought by
l_IF
Crodetia (Godelia viminea var in-
certn) that came to bask in the deep
haat of long July days,

July passes with unclouded sk es
and the parden, cuddled wpen  the
aluvial fan at the base of Indian

here  and

and &

(he bloom our  wine purple

Canyon, has the full glare of the
gummer sun and added to this, the
refected heat from the hot  north
will The farnace-like atmosphere
con nol dim the gay spirvit of the
Mints, figworts, halsams
perfume the aiv with their m'ngled
breath, And the ever cheerful brook
taughs and sings its way over the

garden.

poots and stems of its plant lovers.

The fame of this garden has gone
abvoad, Bird and inseci have heard
the rumor. Four species of hum-
minghird gather; Calipe,
Rulous, Allen; soon they are gold-

Anmna,

en browed from their forays unpon
Geollfinches
dance among the Evening Primruse
stalks. Blackbirds, HE0E-
beaks, woodpeckers, arul

the mimulus  bloom

tanagers,
robins
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others gather al the [veding tnbles
bezide the coffe berry bush, Always
here are piles of hoteskes and other
bread supplied every day from Lhe
Government Mess,

All warm  July davs at
length to an end. The sun retires
behind Eable Peak, the DMuseum
doar closes, the Godztias fold ther
potals, the garden is at rest. Al
day long the tall Ewvening Prim-
stood  unnoticed,  for
rests upon the garden o change
thzir [lowers are {aded, their buds

COrme

roses  hawve

tirhily closed. As a eool  shadow
the Primeoses, They
gesm to stand  tallertheir buds te
In the

eyed

COMGE  owver
stir, Their hour has come,
cathering dusk the'r
Mowers awak, And over Lhe whaole

wide

rarden silently sweeps the enchan-
ment aof their yellow bloom.

RARE COLUMBINE BLOOMS IN
MUSEUM GARDEN

{By A. E Borell, Nalurakist)

The heautiful  red Columbine
{Aguilegia truncala)
main attraclion in any floral dis-
play. Bul when it grows besids the
high mountain Columbine {Aquil-

egia pubescens) it guickly takes a

is always a

seeond place. Most ouldeor people
the
thoss

are acguainted with COTINon
Columbine but  only
climb to timberline in the
Nevada will see the

Blue Columbing

who
Sierra
Maountmm ot

rrowinT  in. its
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maturnl state. Here m Is found  in
bushy clumps growing in the rock
slides, The bushes are covered with
Large flowers of blue, purple, while,
yvellow and pink, or combinntions of
these. The while or yellowish phase
seems to be the most common and
the blue phase the rarest.

In the fall in 1932, 1 climbed the
slopzs wl Mt. Dana to obtain speci-
mens ol this striking plant for the
Museum: Wild Flower Garden. It
wias dilfieult to vemove the plants as
I lound that they possess long iap
ronts, In some cases, aller removed
ns mueh as three feel of rock and
varth, the tap roots weoe still

latge us a man's linges

as
1 was
necessary o sover the tap roots and
I wos afvald that i5 8 104,

the plinls would oot survive, They
wzre packed n moist soll and wet
tacks and brought (o the Museum
Garden which s 7,000 fect lower In
place  from
which the plants were abtaimed. A
mound of earth and rock was built
up bineath an Oak in the coolest
part of the parden, and the Col-
umbines catelully planted by Mrs,
Michael, In the spring of 1933, the
planis came into leaf but did not

eclevation than is the

ool any too good and  produced
only s couple af small flowers. How-
evir, by this spring they had be-
vome accistomed to ther new en-
vironment and put forth luxuriant
foliage and a number of buds, By
April 18, four of these buds Thad

apened, Now (April 20), thive #ve
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43 Howers on this small group of
plants and the number of buds in-
dicate there will be Howers on these
plantz for at least two weeks more,
Of course, here al thiz low elevation
they are blooming about three
muonths earlier than they would in
thzir original home at limberline.

‘the largest flowers on the com-
mon Columbine in the ‘garden are
only 2 inches in diameter,  wheias
gome ol Lhe [owers on the Mount-
won vasiey are 3% inches in dia-
maeler,

In addition to the interest aroused
the

and pink

by these rore Alpine  lowers

Ivre Llue, while, yvellow
Elossoms are conspiciously  beauli-

ful.

BIED OBSERVATIONS

(Ly M, I Beafly, Assistani Park
Maturalist)

ACarnivorous Jav

Co Moy 11, near the Camp Curry
incinerator, a Blue-fronted Jav ws
obazerved chasing a Meadow Mouse
around ond around the base of a
Lhy
mouse, deliver a sharp peek and
jump awsy before the mouse had
fime to turn and hite,

tree. The jay would Iy al

After severnl
minutes, the mouse decided to make
a break Tor freedom The jay taking
the apportunity to d:liver the death
Elow., The fay then procceded 1o

d oo g ereat portion of the mouse,
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The Sierra Primrose
({By Helen K. Sharsmith)
Class 1930 Y. 5. F. N. H.
Of the many diminutive  and moun‘asin-top existence, The stems

hardy alpine plants to be found n
the Yosemite the 8 erra

{Primula sulfratescens

region,
Primrose,
Crav) is both one of the rarést and
ona of the most beautiful. Though
familiar with many of the mountain
fops of the Yosemite High Sierras,
it was not until 5 recent trip to the
summit of Cloud’s {Julyw §,
1934) that T made my flirst ac-
gquaintance with thizs imperiurbable

Rest

mountainesr of a plant. Only with
thez
Tertum Gray war. ex' mum Jépson}

Sky Pilots (Polemonium  con-
of Dana i= it to be ecompared in
habitat, sturdiness and beauty.
Growing in the dry granit’'e soil
among crevices of the summit rocks
of Cloud's Rest (altitude 9924 fi.},
this plant

cr mson-red

small ecolonies of are

growing, its brilliant
flowers emitting &
ruigits fragrance. The shrubby low

delicately ex-
form of growth, like (hat of most
admirably
fits ft for the climatic rigors of a

plpine-dwelling  plants,

are prostrate and  creeping,  and

denzaly covered by the spatulate
leaves. This is the only species of
Primrose we have in California, and
it is also, sceording to Mu'r, the
only species of the genus,

Though rarve in Yosemile Mounl-
aing, this Sierra Primross s gquile
frequent among the high peaks of
the southern Serva. Jepson in YA
Manual of the Flowering Plants of
and
distribution as [ollows: "Crevices of
rocks, abpin:, 8000 to 12300 fleei,
Sierra Nevada from Mevada Co, (o
Tulare Co” John Mnir “The
Yooem t2" speaks of linding it “in

Calilo-nia” gives. the habitat

in

vool canyoen nooks and on Cloud's
Fest and the boze of Starr  King
Dome”. Hall in "A Yosemite Flora”
rives Cloud’s Rest, Mi. Huffman,
ond M. Dana as Yosemite localiti s
Il it i still to be found on these
latter two peaks it iz rare indeed,
for n several trips o the summil of
Mi, Hoffmann, and many trips up
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the various sides of Mt Dana,
Ranger-Naturalist Carl Sharsmith
and I have failed to discover even
i zingle plant,

A NEW PLANT FOR YOSEMITE
{Robert P, Beal, Ranger-Naturalise)

Yoz:mite is famous as a natural-
iot's pavadise and while much has
been wr'tten concerning the fauna
and flora, new species are al lmes
dded to the list,

During the month of Febroary
while enga_ed in insect control work
in the Wawona basin, near the june-
tion of Alder Creek and the Merozd
River, I came upon a plant which
seminded me of days afield in the
wooded footh lls and valleys of the
Facific Northwest.  Bevond douht
the plant was a speciez of Berberis
ard guite similar 10 Oregon Graps,
Investigatirn showed that the plant
bked pever been rrported within the

Pak bkoundaries though it was
inown o be common near Mari-
posn,

In the Wawons basin the plant ‘s
[ound to be in the Upper Sonoran
Fenp and is associated with Mari-
rioza Manzanita, Digger Pinz, Pon-
devosa Pine, Wed e-leal Ceanothus
and Mountain Mahogany, Here the
rlent zrows to a height of two and
rno-hall feet, The spieimens nob-
served have allernate leaves, pin-
rately eompound, The leaflets mam-
k-ring [rom seven to eleven are ob-

Ion and foothed: the teeth he ng
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very prickly to the touch. The leaf-
lets are netveined and are three-
quarters of an inch wide and one
and one-half inch in length. In
color the foliage is dull grev-green.
Identification as to the species of
Berberia was made by the botany
department at Standord University.
The plant was found to be: Mahonia
pumi la {(Greene). It Is commonly
Enown as “Oregon Grape" to the
residents of Mariposa county,

BIRD FIELD NOTES
M. E Beatty, Ass't. Park Maturalist
Robin's Nest

Robins are among the first hirds
to raise their young
each wyear and already o nuember of
baby ohserved
learning (o take rcare of themselvis
on the ground,

Jne pair of Robins chose to build
their
amidst all the noise and excilement
of the Automobile
parking cirele, They built their nest
in the eroich of 8 small black Oak
ground

in  Yosemite

Robins have lbeen

their nest and ralse young

Camp Curry

only six feet above the
wherz cars arée parking constantly
all day long.

With four babies ocpening  wide
their mouths, the mother seems nol
in the least disturbed with the wr-
rival of visitors. She is so tame thai
she will even allow petting and en-
Joys having the youngsters fed hy
the visitors.
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Rattlesnake and Cony

(By Raymond M. Gilmore)
Eanger Naturalist

almast barren,

There is preseni in the Yosemite aranile  summil of

Musewn collection, a cerlain large IHalf Dome represent wandering in-

adult rattlesnake (Crotalus eonflu-
ontus aregonus) and a caony {Och-
olona schisticeps muiri); the later
was faken from the stomach of the
former,  The specimens were col-
lected in Tenava Canvon, 6300 feet,
California, on

The
up

Maripoza Counly,
July 18. 1931, by A. W. Bell.
significent festures ol this set
are as Tollows:

The cony undoubtedly is an un-
foad of the
snake for the normal ranges of the

COMIn item rattle-
twa forms do not overlap.

In this case, the cony was out of
il territory, in this region they are
rarely found below 2000 feet; the
rattlesnake was near the upper lim-
its of ik range. The presence here
of the cony indicates post-breed-
may be

seltlement of

int peregrinations which
responsible for the
new colonies. Mo doubt, the several
conies which have heen seen in the

dividuals which may or mav not,
permanently  establish  themselves
in such an apparently Inhospitalls
locality, No cony eolony is  know
definitcly o exist within six miles
o two thousand feet of the plice

of erpture of the snuke,

The cony had fallen victim close

to the loeality of capture is indicat-
ed by its fresh  condition,
unaltered by digestive fuids;

almost
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Helping the
{ Banger-Naturalist

The
It iz hard [or me to believe wet, it

whole thing seems uncanny.

really happened, It was that sort of
which
happens to thrill the student of the

rare experience sometimes
put-of-daors.

Cn a esrlain gravel-bar that I
often pass on my way to the village
nopait had

eglablished summer and

of Spotted Sandpipers
gquarters
oecasionally © wandered out on the
fo the hirds.

the morn'nT of May 25th

gravel-har vizit with

On not-
iccd an: of the pair strolliny amon?
the roundly bunched sedges that
the bar. the
sandpipers had a nest hidden away
at the base of one of the
Moy revealed
no neat, To help the birds I chose
the

ipla g

dot gravel Perhaps
bunches.
& close examination
bunch which appzared
their
and with my heel I ground out o

spdap
suited o nesting needs
depression

Twelve davs later as I was a-ain
e oosing th: pravel-bar 1 noticed
that one of the Bandpipers was

pritated. This bird was bobhbing and

Sandpipers
Enid Michacl)

teetering and prancing about as if
laboring under some great excite-
ment, I walked aimlessly past the
bird without a glance in its direc-
filty
away [ pircled about and came back
{0 8 point where I eould look on
unobserved. 1 had fooled the bird
He was not the least suspicious. He
al olled carelessly about over the
[lat and settled at the base of
cne al the sedge bunches,

‘ion and when some yards

slony

Cupped in the depression which
I had heel

resiing on a lining of dry grasses

formed with my and
were three egps. The conspiciously
large egg of the three was peppered
with dark brown spots on a field of
blue pray. The two lesser eggs were
peppered in a similar manner, but
the dark brown speckles were scal-
tered over a field of buff. The color
scheme of the eggs closely matched
the pranite pebbles of the gravel-
bar, in fact & little scouting produc-
rd three pebbles that matched ap in
snd markings.

What plrased me most wth

the
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adventure was the fact that the
hirds accepted my suggestion as o
where they should nest

ROBIN MIGRATES FROM
YOSEMITE TO IDAIO

Borell, Act. Jr. Park
Natuoralist)

ity A, E

During the summer time mbins
are  widely distributed throughout
the higher and cooler sections of
MNorth Ameries. As winter ap=
proaches they usually move south
to warmsr regions.
such as the Sierra of California,
robing nest in the mountaing and
wnter in the lower wvalleys, not
neczssarily going south.

Usually the winters in Yoscmite
are {foo cold and snowy 1o be suil-
able for robins. However last win-
ler was g0 mild that many of them
wintered here.

During February [locks of robins
cama to our feeding table which
wns located at 4000 feet elevation,
New  Village, Yosom e TJ'a.I.E:};,
California, Many of these birds
were  trapped and band:d, One
adult mail trapped February 21,
124 was given band No, A 284813,
Thiz robin was not heard of apgain
until Mr. Walter F. Campbell re-
ported that a hawk killed May 25,
1734 at Sandpoint, Idaho, and he
recovered the band.

Sandpoint is In WNorthern Idaho
about BOD miles, air I'ne, north and

In some areas,
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east of Yosemite National Park.
The migration of birds is an inter-
esting study and as time goes on
we will learn more about these
migrations through hird banding.

YOSEMITE
(By Samuel Thomas Beal)

Yosemite, the marvelous,
Yosemite, the grand,
Yea, the most wonderful

Of any land,
Your towering heights,
Your pranite walls;
Your inspiring prandeur—
My soul enthralls,
With rapture and awe
I observe your falls,
Your mirrored lakes
And glistening walls,
Wh:n now [ contrast
Your placid state
With the time of yvour making
When the mouniaing did quake.
By the mighty forces
That were there at hand
Moving and grinding
At gravity's command
Then, after centuries, ages—
Yes—aeons have passed
The work of the glaciers
Was done at last.

Then behold Yosemite, the marvel-
o8,

Yosemite, the grand.
Yea, the most wonderful
Of any land.
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