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“Trailitis” - A Cure
By Helen K. Sharsmith and Jane Morton Mclntire

An acute attack of “trailitis" de-
velpped in the co-authors of this
note last July end dipgnosis indi-
cated that prompt remedial agencies
wore necessary to sbate the afilic-
tion. Always a chronic aflment
whan in ¥Yossmite, the crisiz of this
pacticular attack was precipitated
b7 a prolon-ed inchutious, and un-

~1icious parusal of the "topn™ map.
E<= grrey relief was promptly in-
Itiuted by piling {ood and sleeping
kage In‘n our peek-frames for a 4
‘il tip indo the Ten Lakes
Automobiles can dispel =0
little o the mystery from a map;
patiently
make pre-
propngement of nerary oecessary.
But with grub and sleeping hags
umon our backs, we were equipped
‘o wirld to the lure of every inwvit-

day

Basin,

pack-t-ipa. with burros
carry'rg the burden,

irg topographic contour,
Memen'um gathered by the Jirst

st'mulating effects of ous

peney reliel plan earried us up and

emer=

aver the hump of the zig-zags to the
top of Yosemite Falls. Momentum
gathered as the cure hegan to
“take” carried us on for a day and
& half of gentle travel up the
trough of the Yosemite Creek Can-
Approaching the head of the
Yosemite Creek watershed, tanta-
lizing glimpses of the sheer north-
erin face of Mt Hoffman made pulse
and temperature mount in anticipa-
tion; but these mounted even high-

YOIL

er in response to the upward trend
of the trial, az we approached the
summit of the divide between the
Yosemite Creek drainage and the
Grand Canyon of the Tuclumne.
For the time, as we sal on top the
divide, our wanderlust was guisted.
All the preparatory perusals of the
“topo” map, during the symptomic
rtage of pur disease, had failed to
prepare 1z for the enormity of the
panorama which was suddsniy re-
vealed too us,  From Tower Paak
fo Mt. Conness the sky silhovrtted
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a succession of billowing clouds and
castellated peaks. The Grand Cun-
yon of the Tuolumne dropped be-
low us to Muir Gorge and Pate Val-
ley, ita full, wild depth hidden,
however, by the intervening level
giretech of Colby Mt  Across the
po.ge the tributary canyons of Prute
Creek and Return Creek stretched
back o their mountainous beglon-
ings. Between us and the Park
btoundary, marked by Matterhorn
Fealk, lay the crumpled, frregular
masses of roclk which we knew from
o map towered above Benson,
Lodgers, Smedberg and  innumer-
nble smaller lakes,

Turning . eastward, trail
broupgh: us to the edge of the Ten
La%es basin, a giant hollow over-
hunging the Tuolumne Gorge. Only
four of the lakes were visible hee,
the others hidden on higher ben-
ches or lying behind the enfolding
arms of a protecting cirque. One
lakes, encireled by
hupe and venerable hemlocks, gave

our

of the lower

admirahle setting for our evening's
ramp, and soon we were septed at
our little campfire, In the blissful
haze induced by the mountain mar-
rhine of tired muscles and satisfied
appetites.

From Ten Lakes through the
deep, glaciated canyon of the South
Fork of Cathedral Creek, up to 10,-
i feet and around the furretied
stmmit of Tuolumne Peak, down
the mountain side to May Lake at
the fool of Mt, Hoffman lies 8 new
trail, an alpine route of contiruous
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yel varying scenic beauty. Though
not yet completed or posted with
gslgne the trail is easily followed,
Zig-zagging down the steep and
glaciated canyon side of ‘he South
Fork of Cathedral Creek;, we came
into view of the deeper canvon of
Cathedral Creek, which lies almost
paraflel with and drains into the
Tuolumne Gorge just after it
joined by the South Fork. Our
preparatory  explorations via map
had not been thorough encugh to
indicase the ruggedness and depth
we would see in these two s.de can-

is

yons, A legion of patriarehsl jun-=
ipers, rnarvled and twisted vetlerans,
flanked the trail as we descended.

Going slowly up the trin!, we as-
cended the opposite canyon wall.
Raindrop spatters in the dust of &
trail marred only by the imprints
of a lumbering bear, complete ab-
gence of human footprints, linked
us closely with the wilderness we
traversed. The breathless fesling
of alpine height soon became ‘an-
rikle a7 we seach?d cassiope. whitr-
bark pines, alping sorrel, and a
lingering snow-bank. Our exalta-
tion, as we stood at the highest pass.
in the shadow of Tuolumne Pealk,
was punctuated by the plercing
bark of a cony. Thiz tiny animal.
hay-making pika of alpine rock-
slides, paraded before us but & few
feet away, giving climatic
touch of delight in our rarified en-
vironment.

us a

The pass widened, and, in sudden
relief, a panoramic spread of moun-
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tiins confronted us, summits bathed
in the rosy tints of alpine plow,
bases shadowed by distant blues.
From Matterhorn to Cloud's Rest,
swung & semi-circle of peaks, the
are broken by the individualistic
outlines of Mt Conness, White Mt.,
Mt, Dana, Mt. Gibbs, Euna Crest,
Cathedral Range, Mt. Lyell, Mt
Maclure, and Clark Range.

A long, econtinually downward
trail consumed Ume and energy as,
in gathering dusk, we hurried to-
ward the MeGee Lake trail
5till impelled by the
#pld me'abolie rate brought on by
our szelf-inflicted “trailitis" ecure,
we chose to head toward Lake Te-
naya, rather than talke the shorter
trail to May Lake. However, the
harsh noises of automobiles and

and

Lake Tenaya,

accompanying distractions close to
our Tenaya Camp drove us next
mo ning to the gquiet serenity of
Tiay Lake.
off to the Toenava Lake trail took
ui through familiar surroundings
to tho head of the Tenava zig-zags.
The seemingly unending and pre-
cipitous drop down to Valley level
should certainly have been an ef-
ficacious cure for even the most
But al-
though our four-day trip resulted
in abatement of the acute phase of
our disease, the allment
atill persists in insidious form. This
brief yet strenuous excursion did
not lessen our desire and hope for
future, more extensive pack-trips
into Yosemite's high mountaing,

From here i new cut-

virulent cage of “irailitis.”

chronic

5%

“A MOUNTAIN TRAGEDY"
By Ranger Naturalist Joe Burgess

In the continuous quest for food
by predaceous animals many trag-
edies occur to innocent victimsz. To
a hird lover, the loss of every small
epg or fledging cannot fail to ex-
cite regrets, especially when the
losz comes to one of the rarer hirds,
When the nest is by a public trail
and one has had the pleasure of
chowing it to other hird lovers, a
raided nest seems like a real tra-
gedy,

The nest in question belonged to
a Townsend BSolitaire and was
beautifully situated in the crack of
a large boulder close to the top of
“he Ledge Trail at Glacier Polnt. On
July 1, 1934, the nest contained four
whitish eggs, speckled with brown.
The mother seemed absolutely fear-
legs, in fact, on one occasion she
had to be lifted off the nest so that
a visitor could photograph the eggs.
Twice after this I passed by, once
stonping to listen to the song of the
male from a nearby [ir. On July
1, 1834, however she was nowhere
to be seen and wishing to see if the
cggs had hatehed I found only an
empty nest. All signs of mother and
eggs had dsappeared leaving but
a pile of twigs as a mute reminder
of what might have been.

But on succeeding days, Solitaires
were seen and heard singing in the
neighborhood. Mother Nature seems
to maintain her balance in spite of
szeming tragedies,
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Naturalist Staff For 1935

By M. E. BEATTY
Assistant Park Naturalist

The Yosemite naturalist staff is
now entering another busy season
of puided trips, lectures and other
szrvice to the public, under the di-
rection of C. A, Harwell, park
and M. E Beatly, as-
The posi-

naturalist,
cistant parle naturalist,
tion of Museum Preparator left va-
cant by the regignation of Claude
A. Wagner, Jr., iz being filled tem-
porarily by Ranger-Maturalist Jas.
B Cole

Lowvers of the Tuolumng Meadow
region will be happy to learn that
Ranger-Naturalist Carl Sharsmith
l:az again been assigned to that area.
The daily hikes from the mesdows
to nearby peaks, glaciers and lakes
ure greatly enjoyed by those who
camp in Tuolumne Meadows,

Ranger-Naturalist Clifford Shir-
ley returned to the branch museum
at the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees,

Mr. Shirley has made a special
study of the Sequoin and is the
author of a new booklet on Big

T res, soon to be printed,
Ranger-Naturalist Herbert A. An-
derzon hos taken over the Glacier
Point position this summer. Mr, An-
derson in the past has been station-

ed on the Vallew floor.

The =six-weok the
Junior Nature School started June
24, under the direction of Ranger-
Muturalist Reynold Carlson,  whe
has eonducted the school for the
past fwo SUMMmers.

The Museum Wildflower Garden
Is again under the supervision of
Ranger-Naturalist Enid Michael.
Daily flower walks through the
garden are attracting large num-
bers.

The remainder

session  af

of the staff has
been assigned to the Valley [loor
where the major part of the pro-
gram is earried on. This includeg
Paul Nesbit, who handled the Tu-
olumne Meadow station in 1934, A.
L. Buck, Granville Asheraft, Ed-
mund Godwin and Harold Perry,
wha are the new members of our
naturalist staff,

Do You Know?

1. There are no poisonous lzards
in California,

2, There is ooly one poisonous
lizard in the United Statez—the
Gila Montser.
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Some lizards do not hove legs.

4 A rattlesnake will die lrom
ifs own bite.

3. The Blue Heron (Blue Crane)
vals gophers,

i, The Barm Owl {(Monkey-faced
Owl) is probably the most beneli-
e.al bird in California.

7. The common skunk is one of
America’s most valuasble fur pro-

ducers,

8, Tam=> bears are more darge:-

ous than wild ones.

57

9. The Dogwood flowers of Yo-
semite are larger than those of the
castern stabes.

1. The ramnbow was the
species of trout found in Yosemite
Park 1892 when
Eastern Brook were introduced.
1L
and streams above the major water—

only

MNational until

There were no trout in lokes

falls in Yosemite until planted there,

12, Yozemite National Park is ap-
proximately the same size as the
State ol Rhode Island.

—Compiled by the Maturalist
Stafi

L L e e st
NOTICE

BACK NUMBERS OF YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES NEEDED

In order to complete our files
and those of others, we are anx-
ious to secure the following back

numbers of Yosemite Nature
Notes:

Vol 1 - Na'a, 2 to'8 inel,

Vol. 2 - No's. 2 3, 4, 13, 14, 16.

Vol. 3 - No's. 1, 3, 11, 13, 16 to
15 inel., 20, 21.

Vol 4 - No's. &, 4, 6, T.

Vol. 6 - No's. 3 to 6 inel,, 10, 12,

Vol. B - No. 4.

Val. 10 - No. 7,

Please send us any of these num-
Bers you ean spare or have no fur-
ther ose for, For every three of
the above numbers you zend in, we
will extend your Mature Notes sub-
aoiption one year.
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New Bats Found in Yosemite

By A E Barell
Naturnlist

I 1224 Drs, Joseph Grinnell and
Tracy I, Storer published “Animal
Lie in the Yosemite,” In prepar-
a2'ion for this report field work was
conducted over a six-year period.
Dring this work six speces of bats
yrore reeorded inside the boundar-
fos of Yosemite National Park.
1924 ut least five species
of hats have been added to the
Two of these, the Mastiff Bat
fTumo~s ealifornieus) and the very
rare Seotted Bat (Euderma macu-
lata), have already been recorded,

Sinee

list,

Yosomite Nature. MNotes, June,
1733, P. 64, and Journal of Mam=-
mn'eay, May, 1032, P, 162, respec-

f ety

On July 9, 1934, Dorothy Trans-
rhel found a dead bal in Camp 12,
Yoremite Valley, 4000 feot elova-
Mariposa county, California,
i was a stranger to her so she
brovght it to the museum for iden-
t proved to be a Pacif'c
Tallid Bal (Antrozous pallidus pa-
cifieus), which had not been pre-

Lion,

t' Feation.

vipusly recorded inside the bound-
pries of the Park, As n matter of
fact Yosemite Valley is somewhat
Th's species
is found usually in the Lower or

out of - zonal range,
Upper Sonoran Zones. The speci-
men in gus=stion was found amnong
yellow pines and black oaks in the
eas’ end of the Valley which is typ-
ieally Transition Zone,

In looking over our study skin
a l'ttle Long-
ea-ed Bat (Myotis evotis), taken in
Yosemite Valley on June 27, 1927,
by Dr. H. C. Bryant and Dr. G. C.
Buhle. There seems to be no other
recaord of this species in Yosemite,

As 1 was ecrossing Hetehi-Hetchy
Dam on June 27, 1931, 7 heard bats
squeaking in one of the conervete
posts which supported the goard

collection, I noted

rail. Examination revealed a small
hole lead ng into a larger cavity at
the union of the post snd  eross
beam. With the aid of a piece of
wire [ extracted five srmall dark

brown bats which proved to be
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Myotis yumaensis sociabilis;, & new
species for Yosemite, On July 22,
124, T was again at Hetch-Hetchy
Dam and found that bats were still
orcupyng the sama post,

Since bats are nocturnal and the
different species look much alike
as they {ly about at might it is dif-
ficult to determine just how many
species inhabit the park. This to-
gether with the fact that bats are
able 1o lly long d'stances make il
probable that as time poes on we
will add several other species of
batz to the list of mammals fuund

in Yosemita.

A WEIGHT-LIFTING SQUIRREL

By Ranger Naturalist
Joo Burgess

The Sierra Chickaree, (Sciurus
doug.zssil albolimbatur)  commoniy
brown by sich names as red, pine,

50

seeds were extracted at the base of
the tree much 1o the amusement of
visitors. Jeffrey pine cones at this
slage are particularly gummy and
the chickaree was more than “stuck
up.”

One morning  while conversing
with a wvisitor, a cone fell between
us, barely missing either one. It
weighed 10 3-4 ounces on the hotel
it back
on the road, down came a squirrel
and apparently deciding that drag-

cook’s scale. On placing

ging was too slow he picked it up
ond carried it to hiz “middens” al
the base of the tree.

Using Grinnell & Storrer as au-
thorit'es, & Sierra Chickaree weighs
T 58 to 10% ounces, Watching (s
fellow carry more than that in his
mouth | at onee called him  the
weight-lifter,

douglas or bummer squirrel, de- THE GULL IN A NEW SUMMER

serves still another, Watehing one
wo.k at Glacier Point durng Au-
gusy, 1824, 1 felt that some name
deno ing weight lifting should be
added to the already lenghty list
When I saw a chickaree pick up a
green Jeffrey Pine cone, apparently
Lirger than himself, and stagger off
with it, I was curious to know just
what both of them weighed.

The chickaree in guestion was at
work dropping cones from a Jeffrey
pine at the back of the holel, The
cones on the east side of the tree
fell on the road and had to be car-
vied or dragged off for safety. The

HOME

By Paul Neshit

Runger-Naturaligt—Tuslumne
Meadows

Te many people. gulls are ocean
birds, and for the most part thev
But a visitor to the high
mountain lakez of the Tuolumne
Meadows reglon, must take the
Calilornis Gull (Larus ealifornicus)
into-account as a bird of Yosemite
National Park, Indeed one of the
muost noticeable, for  when gques-
fioned, nearly everyone who visits
any lake tells of seeing them.

are right.
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Somelimes one; sometimes move.
The writer zaw eight at once on
Saddlebag Lake,

Some of the fishermen have still
more to tell of the pulls, On sav-
eral occasions it has been reported
that the gulls have stolen hard-
carned fish. Sometimes from [ish
laid on the bank for g few minutes;
oree from g ereel; and once snatch-
ed from right beside a fizherman
cleaning  hi=  fish
['i hormen, bewsrel Ranger Jobn-
ry Revmann has found the pulls
t3 be a nuisance when planting

when he was

wvoung fish. These reports make
the California Gull not only a Yo-
opmile National Park species, but
2! 0 comewhat of a wild life prob-
lem.,

A usual comment about the gulls
iz that they fly over Mono Lake
where they are known to breed in
But  there
prounds for guestioning the =zup-
pozition that they are merely daily
vigitants, Being seen almnst with-
ot feil on each lake, would zeem
1o indicate that the birds have tak-

luzpe numbers, are

en up their abodes there, as would
a'o the fact that they are seen thera
nt dawn and at dusk.

Cinnell and Storcr's aceount in
he “Animal Life in the Yosemite"
(o indicate that the gulls

we.e not nearly so numerous at the

TECINS

‘mo2 o their ohservations some fif-
The

i"en to twenty Mears aAgo
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vangers aleo 2ay that they have re-
contly become much more numer-
ous. The reazon is hard to under-
stand.  Perhaps the fish planting
Jo-
soph Dixon reports (Grinnell and
Storer P, 240) that the gulls at Mo-
no Lake seemed to be bothered by
the heat, Perhaps some hardy in-
dividualz are solving that problem
by breeding in owur high mountain
lakes, The problem iz alsoe =ug-

program has attracted them.

gested a5 to what may be the ef-
fect on the breeding of these gulls
if Los Angeles takez the
flowing inte Mono Lake and causes
it to d-y up.

No aecount of the inland habits
of the gull would be complete with-
out montioning  their
Great Salt
other interior districts,

water

influence
Lake and
In the early
days gulls saved the Mormons [rom

azound the

ruination by swooping down upon
swarms of locusts that were de-
It was the
answer to their appeal to Divine

vou ing their crops

Frovidence, say the Mormons, and
they erected a8 monument to the
gulls in Temple Square in Salt
Lake Citv where one may see [
today. thing dfor
gulls to migrate in the early au-
fumn ss far east as the western
of the Great Plains, doing a
deal of good throughout a
vast territory through their ap-
petite Tor locusts or grasshoppers.

{ 15 a regular

parts
great
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