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HIGH COUNTRY HIKES,

The Yosemite visitor who fails to leaswve the Talley floor to investigate
4the land of enchaniment above the "RIm"™ is indeed overlocking opportunities.
It is there that flowers are found in profusion, that birds astonish by their
variety, that mammals sweken new interests with their newness, and that trees
‘inspire through their ruggedness. INew scenes of grandeur await after each
mile’s walk - sdenes of which the Valley floor gives no promise. It is
pessible for everyone who has strength of limb to start for the wild back-
‘country with no more preparation than a hike to Tosemite Falls requires,
Hikers camps have been eatablished at lMerced Lake, Tuolumne Meadows, and

lake Tenaya, At these camps comfortable beds may be had for 75 cents per
night; good wholesome food (and plenty of it), served hot by a good cook, is
‘but 75 cents a meal., Nature Guide Parties have been taking advanfage of -
‘these asccomodations, and every hilker has been delighted with the experiemee, —
Another Hature Guide Party will leave for & four day trip an Angust 17th.
‘Heservations should be made at Yosemite Museum.

BEAR TRACES ON THEE THUNES.

When next you pases throush an Aspen forest in the High Sierra look about
you for the bears' simm post. Like boys, the Black Bears llke to "carve"
‘their mark on the smooth, milky white bark of the Quaking Asp. Almost certain
‘you are to be rewarded in your search by the Tinding of trees, eisht or ten
‘inches in dismeter, that have been climbed by bears, In elimbing, the bear
‘wounds the delicate bark. Rach of four stronz elaws sinlks like a telephone
line-man's eclimber. As time pessges, the wounds heal but become more proncunced
' in the clear white bark, leaving & legible record of the happening that all
‘may read. When a bear descends a tree, he comes down rear end Toremost, Very
often the slide down is made rapidly, and then the claws of the forefest tear
long rente in the bark as they cling to prevent = fall, DBut more interesting
th=n those records of c}imbs and slides are the real beer sigzn posts., During
the season thet bears seek & mate it is the habit of the males io demonstrate
their size and strength by standing ereet on their hind feet, reaching to the
 greatest height possible with their front feet, and then rendinz and tearing to
shreds the bark of an inoffensive tree. They may even further give vent to
their feelings by tearing the bark with powerful jaws. It is supposed that fﬁ
these "signs" posted by bears serve to inform other passing bears that the 1
territory is occupied.

Aspen trees so marked by bears may be seen in the Aspen forest on the
north shore of Merced Lake,
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| ROCK GARTENS OF TENAYL GORGE

t Tenaya Creek drops inte an almost inaccessible gorge four or five miles
| below Tenays Iake, There are many stream- and glacier-cut gorges in Yosemite
National Park, but the Tenays Gorge in its wild megnificent beauty surpasses
;Eny gther, This zorse that is from fifteen to thirty feet wide at the bottom
has bare granite walls that rise 4000 feet sbove the stresm., Above are domes
of beautiful and curious shape that tower into the sky. Iooking down the
canyon from about midwey up the gzorge one of the most spectacnlar domes in all
the Sierra stands silhouetted againat the sky, framed in by mishty zranite
walls which rise 4000 feet. !aterfnlls drop off from the slopes of Clouds
Hest and Mt. Watkins, and the Tenaya Creek iteelf eascades in 2 wild series of
torrents, There are no gquiet waters in the gorse; the mad plunging stresm
laaps into meny waterfalls in the course of three miles,

The north wall in one section of the gorge is composed of narrow over-
l=2id slabs of granite, broken in such a manner a8 o leave & terraced effect.
4 continuous seepage of water between the shests of granlte causes the whole
terrace to be covered with moisture-lovins plants. In the blooming season
this terrace supports the most marvelous and the most beautiful rock zarden in
the Park. Five-Tingered fern, False Asphodel, Yellow Mimulus, Pink Spireea,
Grass of Parnassus, Queen Ann's. Iace, and Golden Harthesium growing in elose
meeses amaze one with their fragrant loveliness, These plants with their
clear green leaves and vividly colored, delicate flowers have the look of
hot-house plants, yet they srow unprotected upon the eold granite in a place

| that is the scene of wild torrentiszl waters during eight months of the year, as
well as terrifiec enow avalanches and slides of roeck, The Golden Nartheeium

- that makes such & gloricus spread of color on these walls 1s only known to

L grow in one other section of the Park,

Although the hanging gardens of Tenaya Gorze are less than five miles
L above Mirror Lake they are seldom seen by visitors to the Park., The only
route by which these gardens may be reached ig directly alons the stream
which flows thru the gorge. During sprins and esrly summer the channel is
filled with surging white waters end approach is guite impossible. The floral
display 1z reserved for leter wisitors to ithe Park, and then only the most
daring and sure-footed explorers ettain entrance to this bit of unprofened
wildness,

RESFECT THE FLOVWERS.

Many visitors, vho would never think of plueking flowers in their own
municipal parks, thoughtlessly piek flowers in the National Parks. Flowers
of the city perks heve the care and attention of a gardener but those of the
Fational Parks must depend entirely on their own resources. Flease, there-
fore, help protect your wild gardems of the Big Country.

onLs.,
Cwls do not often make the night hideous with their ealls but some owl

'cartainly disturbed the sleep of the Sierra {lub while they were encamped in
Yono lMeadows, Judging by deseriptions of the volums mnd charseter of the

' Almost any night one may hear the hoots of the Great Hormed Cwl, and eall of

galls the doglike velping and barking of the Spotted Cwl esused the disturbance.

'
i
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 the little Pigmy Owl is not uneomrmon, However, owls are birds of the night

| end they are less often seen or heard than are the common sonz birds and con-
| sequently the Sierra Club's experience is sufficiently unususl to make it

| long remembered.

TROUT

The only trout native to the Yosemite region is the Rainbow, an inhabi-

tant of the rushing streams of granite-walled cenyons. This, hnwevar ig not
| the commonest trout eceught in and near Yosemite Valley. ThIEE intrnduceﬂ
| epecies, the Eastern Brook, Loch leven and Brown trouts thrive in the lakes
and in the slower moving warmer weters. The latter two ere readily confused
' by anglers. Differences are to be found, however, in the slimmer character
of the Loch Leven, in the smnller adipose fin, and in the larger number of
lhlﬂﬂki&h grots. Depenﬁable differences zre tn be found in the fact that the
'dorsal fin is nearer the tip of snout than the root of the tail in the Erown
tmruut and about equidistant in the Loch Leven, and that the Prown Trout has a
large adipose fin, its width mueh more then hﬂlf its length, whereas the Loch
Leven has an EﬂiPDBE fin the width of whiech is but one-half its lenzth.

The middle of this month a fish ear will arrive with a shipment of fish
from state hatcheries. In order to improve fishing close to the Valley a
heavy plant will be made in the lerced River and another in Tenaya lLake.
| Another carload is expected later in the season.

SCLITAIRE

During the winter months, when the Cedar Mistletoe is bearing fruit, the
Tovmsend Solitaire is a cormon bird on the floor of the Yosemite Valley, but
with the Tirst warm days of spring these birds leave the Valley and seek the
cooln=ss of the shaded eanyons. During the nesting sesson, pairs may be found
about 2500 feet above the Valley flcor, where steep cul-de-sacs drop down
the south wall., Later, when their family ceres are over they move hiszher.
During the month of September their wonderful song may be heard in the lonely
valleys of the "back ranges."

DEER ADUNDANT

The apple orchards of Yosemite furnish an attraetion for California's
finest game mammal, the mule deer. Visitors st this time of year have a fine
ehanece to study the species at gll eges. The largzer bucks atiractsd from the
hizh country by the fellen apples appear in numbers by the last of July.

By August the fawns are able to follow their mothers and they are also to be
seen feeding in the apple orchards, 3By perseverance one lady sucecesded in
Lgetting a large buek to take an apple from her hand. The same lady photo-
graphed gix large bucks in the river. A tames doe at Glacier Polnt that hes
|been nemed "Anna" readily feeds from the hand.

EEAUTTIFUL MONEEY-FLOWERS

. Iemy hikers who elimb the Ledge Trail ask sbout the golden flowers snd
{the pink flowers sesn growing slong the stream thst tumbles down the trail,

| They see in both of these flowers a resemblance to the Fox-glove or the Snap-
dragon of the old-fashioned gardens. Zxcept for color, these flowers do look
[alika, and well they should, for they both belong to the same tribe, and are
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i ¥y lmown as "lMonkey-flowers."” The lovely pink one is the Lewis mimulus
d for Capt. !i. lewis, who crossed the contiment with Clarke in 1893-1506)
the yellow one is Mimulus implexus.

THE CAITYUN WREN

Those who listen eclosely as they climb amy of the tr=ils leading up and out
T Yosemite Velley are sure tn hear a song of loud ringing ncotes on a descending
eale -~ a most unusual song tut a very attractive one. WFollow the sound and you
jec 2 dotted gray bird with 2 long dewmeurved bill elinging to = rocky cliff

T dodging in and out smong the voulders. It is the Canyom Wren, ons of the in-
iebitants of Yosemite's stespest eliffs.

THE “"PICERT PIN."

Hikers in the high-country cannot fail to be interested in the cheerful,
doud, clear whistlingz that greets them as they enter the high mountain naaﬁnws
little looking about diselosed the identity of the whistler, Pmﬁuﬁlr the
first view of him will be had es he sits erect on his haunches very much 1ike &
minizture Prairie-dog - in fact he is Imown to some mountaineers as "Prairie-dog".
Sarsful watching will lead to the discovery that he seurriez about through the
grass, hie short legs keeping him close fo the ground so that he is incenspicuous
8 he moves. His short tail is held out behind him, as 1s the Hablt of most
ground sguirrels. When he slts erect for = look sround he folds his Toreless
‘elose to his body and looks for all the world like a stoke driven into the ground.
This resemblance has given him the name "Pieket-pin"™, This mammal of the high-
leountry is seen ngw at Tuolumne leadows, Snow Flat, and in =2ll of the mesdows on
ithe passes crossed by numerous trails and the Tioga Road,

A TO0 FRIFEDIY GROSEEAE.

A eamper who sleeps under the open sky in Camp 16 wes rudely awakenesd early
morming. While he was peacefully sleeping s Black-headed Orosbeak alighted
his lips and ettempted to take a bite from his nose. The Srosbeak struek with
guch force gs to bresk the skin snd drew blood. Dlegl=headed Grogbeaks sre bold
irds and often come to the table and share food with eampers, but this is the
Tirat known record of one of these birds displayinz men-esting proclivities,
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