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THE LEGEND OF EL CAPITAN
As told by Chief Le-mee*

What you white people call El
Capiton, we Indians call To-to-kon-
oo-lah. Thizs valley woas ence all
level. Two deer lived here, and they
were having o game of football
down in the plains. The zalamander
wanted to marry two sisters—two
does, ond he tock the nephew,
Pechanio, the little lizard, along, Cn
the way lo see the does, the little
lizewd got tired and thirsty, but its
uncle wouldn't pay no attention to
him. He was busy. He waos think-
ing about the two does. The little
lizard he kept @ singin’ his wish
song. So the salamonder told him
thet he would take an arrow from
his quiver (huta) and stick it in the
ground, and he told him to lay in
the jeather. He says il anything
happened to him the arrow would
bleed. Then he told the lizard to
take the arrow and put it under his
arm, and take it back where they
came [rem, and that he would go on.

Meanwhile, all the people had al-
teady gathered in the plain, But
they didn't know where they wers
going to lind any ball, and so the
salomonder he come, and the two
does told him to come close o them

so they could feed him, but he wos
s baoshful thot he says, "Ne, you
bring the lood over to me."”

He kept agittin’' closer; finally he
got here. So the two does grabbed
him, cnd tied him up in a ball

Atfter they had the ball, they went
to work cnd picked out different ani-
mals that wos geod and bad: Blue-
joy, he steals; he wos no good
Woodpecker, he makes holes in the
tree so the ball get lost—put him
one side. And the crow, he is no
good—he eats dead things. Buz-
zard he is no good—he eats dead
things, and they don't wont him in
the ball game. Gopher he makes
holes: he is ne good. So they went
to work and they took two moles
that were brothers, and told them
to watch for all the holes, and to
cover them up, so the ball wouldn't
get lost. They kicked the ball, and
the ball went north; eome boack
again; went south, ond it got lost,

The moles had missed one hole
that was under o monzanita bush,
ond so this ball wished these two
brothers bad luck. It followed them
all aver. So they ran day and night
to get away from this ball They
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come up lowards the wvalley here,
thinking the ball wouldn't follow.
When they got up here, they were
tired, hungry, hot. One of them says,
"Here's a pool of water. We'll go
swimming here.”

So they went in the water, and
they said thot they would lay on top
of o big flat rock to rest. But they
were so fred that they went to
sleepn, =0 thiz ball, the salamander,
it was coming so fast it struck, and
hit the brother, and busied, and the
rock started to raise. One of the
brothers woke up. He tried io wake
hizs brother up, but the brother was
dead, and he wouldnt wake., So he
jumped, Then he went to work and
gathered all different onimals that
could jump to the top of rock, that
had rizsen very high, so they could
bring down the dead brother. The
lion, he jumped, but only port way
up: becr he jumped port woy; wol,
he was the turtherest one up. Liz-
ard, he tried o climb the rock, but
he couldnt make it. All this time
the brother was crying ond dancing
at the foot of the reck, because he
wanted his brother to be down.

The tool-tok (meacsuring worm)
was in the meadow. He saw all
these people gathered, and won-
dered what they were doing, He
went up, and he asked what they
were doing, but nobody pold any
attention to him, He kept a-asking
and a-osking, and finally somebody
scid that this mole was dead up on
top of this rock, and they wanted
somebody 1o go up there, and get
him down. When he said that,
Toal-tok said he could climb that

rock, but they said that he was oo
smat], They walked over Tool-lok
ond kicked him around, but he did
n't give up, ond he kept a-askin
them it he could go up there,

They said, "Look ot these big pe
ple here who could jump, and whe
could you do?”

The measuring worm said, "'
the cne that climbs, and [ climb thi
rock. [ sing a song. Let me toy
oo up there, ond see whet [ can do

climbed, He singed his
chant: "Taol-tok, {ocl-tok,” elc. So
he climbed He got up there pretty
near the top, and he fell, and «ll
these pecple were woiching him,
The mecsuring worm says to him.
self, "Now, | told these people a
story, and they'll never believe me,
What shall T de?”

He stoyed a day and a half, ond
he climbed up the rock zigzag., Fin-

So he
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[u]iy. he got cn top, and he hollered

-;-I.h-::ﬂ he couldn't find anything. Then
the found one hone Thot's all he
feould find. And he went to work,
tand gathered different manzomitas
and things that grew on top cof this
rock, and mode o kig bundle cul
of it. And then he tcld the pecple
fdown below that he was going to
rell it off. And the brother that was
idown below, he cried that much
lmore harder, (Chant). And so this
‘bundle came down so hard it made
‘o noise, o whisiling noise, and they
tall watched, When it got down pret-
ty near the bottom, it come alive;
llew, and turned into o burrowing
owl Teol-tok wos so tickled emd
‘thappy, he was going to show them
iwhat he could do. He strefched
himsell across the canvon; pulled

cne ol the Cathedral Rocks down.
It he didn't do that there would ke

a rock clean across the canyon from
El Capitan to Cathedral Rock.

*EDITORS NOTE: Chiel Le-mee, whose
American name s Chris Brown, is one of
the locol Yosemite Indicms. During the
summer moniha; he pertorms Miwok cere-
mental dances n costume at the Indian
demonstration program.

BIOLOGY OF THE HIGH ALTITUDE POOLS
By Ranger Naturalist Verlin Baysinger

The rush of duties during the all
toc briel summer months limit true
research endeaver for the noturolist
staff. However, one cannot fail to
zee some of the outstonding exhilb-
ite of noture. Throughout the sev-
eral seasons which | have spent in
Yosemite Mational Park, I have been
impressed with the possibilities of
caretul study ol some of the laokes
and pocls at higher levels, Of sin-
gular imporiance, are the small
pools of brackizh woter which form
in shallow basins where the snow
warier accumulotes,

Each of these peols is o micro-
cosm that i= one of the most compli-

cated of earthly environments, prob-
ably being excesded by the ocecm,
The ponds are insignificomt in areaq,
but are rich in life. Quite often
these pools otford conditions for only
a tronsient existence of organisms.
Therefore, they commonly contain
lite which has o very rapid repro-
duction and development; also these
species would be adopted to carry
through the period of unfaverable
conditions,

These small water bodies are
practically uniferm  with no zona-
fien. In this way o single series of
organisms is to be found inhabiting
the environment. Floating microseo-
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pic organisms might be boundless,
being dependent on many lactors,
and would consist of vegetoble ond
cmimal type. These corgonisms would
maoke the biclogic environment thet
permits the growth of o larger vari-
ety of life.

A short visit to o pool at an ele-
vation of 9300 feet and located near
Moy Lake, revedled a [oscinating
picture and a host of forms. Upeon
approcach the first evidence of life
was intimated by the splosh of o
frog as it dove into the water. Soon
o garter snake was observed swim-
ming after a group of todpoles
cmong which were several begin-
ning to develop their legs. Further
activity was exhibited by the whirli-
gig beetles whose erratic courses
were crossed by the light-footed wa-
ter striders. An occosional divina
beetle would come up for his bubble
of air, and return to the bottom, The
weiter  boctmen  roomed about
through the entire water depth with
agility and ease. The hiking party
wos attracied by the legf-like op-
pendages of the tronsparent Aros-
troma, the wellbknown foiry shrimp,
The pool seemed io be o massed
exhibit of these phyllopod crustace-
ans. The whole exhibil woas strikin-g,
and o momentary collection present-
ed a species valuable to the muse-
um collection. This specimen, o div-
ing baetle, has been found at vari-
cus lower levels; therefore, this is an
indication of greater range.

Marth American scientists have a
very incomplele knowledge of the

biclogy of our lakes, Much waluo-
ble work could cerlainly be done
here in the undisturbed pools of the
High Sierra where an unexcelled
outdoor laboratory awaits the biol-

oagist.

WESTERN WARBLING VIREOS VS.
BLUE-FRONTED JAYS

By Ranger Naturalist L. P. Parratt

A pair of Western Warbling
Vireos (Virecaylva gilve swainsoni)
had established their nesting terri-
fory some one hundred filty yords
east of the Sentinel Bridee on the
south side of the Merced River

On June 24, 1940, attrocted firs!
by their sweet, warbling notes an-l
then again by harsh, hissin~« n~'~1
along with the strident call of a
Blue-fronted Jay, I noticed the pair
of Warbling Vireos busily occupic:|
in driving away a Blue-fronted Jav
that hod been poking around the
willows near the water's edge, One
ajfter the other they would swoop
down in an gre and pick at the back
of the Joy while uttering loud, hiss-
ing noises.

A tew days later, on fune 30, an-
otker pair of Warbling Vireos went
throuah the same performance in the
area where Fern Spring empties inte
the Merced River. These liny birds
by their cudaeity and persistencs
both times drove away the "bhully
of bird land” who is many times
their size,
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RARE PLANTS IN YOSEMITE
By Ranger Naturalist A. L. Haines

During the summer of 1939, T had
the good fortune to discover several
plonts which [ had not seen growing
{before, Upon the identification of
these plonts it was found that they
vrere coch considered to be rars in
the Yosemite region.

A cluster of eight to ten whilish
asparagus-like shoots were  found
forcing their way through the thick
laver of humus that surrounds the
Texas Tree in the Mariposa Grove.
By the middle of June these leafless
shoots had reached a length of sev-
en inches, and had become covered
with numercus, small, white blos-
soms. Cne's first impression on see-
ing this plant would be that it is an
albino Snow Plant (Sarcodes san-
guinea Torr), so much does it re-
semble the lotter plont in genercl
habit. This resemblance is not with-
out justification, for it is in the same
fermily as the highly regarded Snow
Flont. This saprophytic herb was
identified asz Pleuricospora fimbrio-
lata Gray, Several other clusters of
it were later found in the upper por-
tion of the Grove at an elevation ol
B500 feet. According to Hall's Flora

of Yosemite, "this I}:JECHHEII’. thick-set
saprophyte was found pushing itself
up through the corpet of decoying
pine and Sequoia leaves in the Mar-

iposa Grove and near Wawona, [t
is reported from the Pohono Trail”

Darwin Tiemann collscted a spec-
imen of P. limbriolata on the Pohono
Trail near Bridalveil Creek during
July, 1839, cnd it is now included in
the Yosemite herbarium.

A mild winter in Yosemite results
in a dimimulien in the beouly of the
waterfalls end in the abundonce of
the spring flowers, but g summer
vigitor finds compensation in the
fact thatl certain flowers cre forced
into blessom o month or more before
their normal blooming pericd, One
of the rore plants in the Yosemite
region which was thus mode con-
spicuous during the summer of 1935,
was Gross of Parnassus (Pornassio
palusiris var, californica Gray.) Sev-
eral lovely plantz of this species
were seen on Alkali Creek, near the
Glen Aulin High Sierra Comp on
August 3, 1939, Occurring on low
grevel bars bordering the creek, this
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saxilrage was ecsily identilied by
the slim, naked, stem termincied by
a gingle, white flower that was made

attractive by the network of green
veins in each ol its live roundish,
white petals.

GUESTS OF THE EVENING PRIMROSES
By Ranger Naturalist Enid Michael

By the first of May, there is sun-
shine in the Museum Garden all day
long, cnd the gorden is warm by
eight o'clock. Through the day the
light becomes mare intense and the
garden wormer till in the lote after-
noon the sun approaches the wall of
Eagle Peak, Then the light ond heat
commence to abote, and when the
sun ot last drops behind the great
cliffs, o sense of coalness sofily filiers
in, The warmth, that all day long
has wrapped the garden in its con-
fident cloak, reluctantly loosens iis
folds, and o feeling of rest breathes
threugh the flowery visios.

Now a new order of life com-
mences to stir—the hour of Evening
Primrose is coming on, and expect-
aney adds its stir to the charm of the
cooling dimosphere. The Evening
FPrimroses have slept all day, and
the earth must be really cool belore
these gqueens of the twilight hour
conzent to open their pure {lowers

On certain nights the garden gate
opens at hall-past six, and by this
fime several blossoms have already
expanded, With the opening of the
gate, those who have been wailing
come eagerly in, and gather aboul
the primroses that are now ready
to do their part,

The play of Evening Primroses is
on: Moving smoothly, as though all

had been previously arranged, the
calyx jacket of a cerlain blessom
suddenly locsens, and after o brief
rest, two of the calyx fingers [old
down. With this the petals begin to
stir, and the four-poinied pistil-tip

protrudes from the flower like o
saucy tongue. Then, as the other
pair of sepals relax their hald, with
groceiu) movement the petaols latten
oul, and the periect flower iz in
bloom.  So quickly does it hoppen
that pecple often say they can hear
the blossom "pop.”

Now corte the guests, and the first
is the Corpenter Bee. He pounces
upon the Hower, and grasping the
stamens with hiz four, hairy legs,
deftly packs the pollen in his leg
pouches. In apparent excitement he
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dashes [rom flower to fllower, raking
from the stamens their golden load.
‘ext to appear is the Sphinx Moth,
who noses dewn into the center of

the flower as he probes the tube
with his needle-like tongue. Mean-
tirne, the bee, with his pouches full
‘ond his legs fairly dripping with pol-
llen strings, returns to the original
blcssom, and deliberately sits upon

the four-pointed pistil-tip. From
llower to flower and from pistil to
pistil he moves as though he per-
formed a pleasant duty, Con it be
that the Carpenter Bee has an agree-
ment with the flower—thet in ex-
change for the gift of pollen he will
fertilize the pistl? Be that as it may,
he leoves each pistil-tip dobhed
with o composite lood of golden
dust.

On Sep'ember |, 1340, Mr, Charles
Michoel, ¢ leng-time resident of Yo-
samile Valley and an amateur omi-
| thologist who has contributed great-
Iy to our knowledge of hirds in this
region, spent ihe morning with the
writer in searching for birds. Due
principally to Mr, Michosl's keen
powers of chservaiion and to the ten-
cency of hirds to weonder from the
scene of lheir nesing acivides dur-
ing the late summer and Idll, ¢ num-
ler of bird species were listed that
do not normally cccur in Yosemite
Valley.

Of the list of forly-one kinds of
birds seen, ot least eight species
were ol decidedly unusual ocour-
rence, Of these the Western Tana-
ger was present at an obnormelly
late date, while the Traill flyeateher,
though normally here at this season,
iz not often chserved. Of the re-
maining six species, three hod de-
scended Irom  their more normal
range above 6000 feet elsvalion,

SOME UNUSUAL BIRDS IN YOSEMITE VALLEY
Ly Ranger Naturalist

George A. Peirides

while three others had come up
from below 3500 fest. All were
viewed in Tencya Canvon, excepl
the Rock Wren cbserved at Bocky
Paoint, al on elevation of about 4,000
feet,

In the first group, descended into
the Transition from the Comadicn life
zone, were the Olive-sided Flycatch-
or, the Green-tailed Towhee and the
Fock Wren. In the second group,
cscended from the Upper Sonoron
to the Transition Zone, were the Nut-
tall Weodpecker, the Hutton Vireo,
and the Bush-tit,

While birds wondering from their
normal habitats are to be expected
in unusual situations during the

post-nesting season, normally these
individudls travel to colder eleva-
tions or latitudes rather thon to the
reverse. On that basis, the occur-
rence of the Caongdion life zone

birds in Yosemite Valley was cuite
unpredictakble,
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AN ALBINO WOODPECKER
By Ranger Naturalist George A. Petrides

In July, 1940, ot Tamarack Flat in
Yosemite National Park, California
{alfitude approximately 6700 [=et)
an albinoe weodpecker was found
dead by an enrcllee of the Civilian
Conservation Corps: Upon the pres-
entation of this bird to the museum,
cm attempt was made by the author
to identify itz species,

Although the specimen haod
reached a rather advanced stage of
decompesition, the structure of the
bill and fest indicaled almost cer-
tainly that this bird was o member
of the genus Dryobates, but whether
it was a Modoc Woodpecker, D
villosus arius  Okerhalser, or a

—

Whne headed chdpeckm D. albo-
larvatus  {Cassin), was somewhat
mare problematical. In general ap-
pearance the plumage of the wood-
pecker was entirely white except for
the termingl portions of some of the
feathers of the upper forehead and
lower crown regions of the heod
The tips of thess leathers were of an

argnge-red color. The bill and feet,
lacking pigment, were of o pale pink
coloration. Internal decay prevented
an examination of the sex organs
themselves, but the eoloration <f the
head indicated that the sex was
male. The cartilaginous noture of
the skull, as well as the distribution
ol the color on the heod, suggested
that this was on immature individ-
ual—probably a young of the year

The measurements of the olhing
woodpecker were: total length 3
3-16 in; wing 4 3-4 in; tail, 3 5-16
ir; bill, T in; tarsus, 15-16 in. Simi-
lar measurements of the skins of
three male and three female Modec
Woodpeckers and three male an:l
two female White-heoded Wood-
peckers of the museum colleclions
revedaled no significemt difference in
size between specimens of the {wo
zpecies from this region,

Judging from the color of the
crown patch, the heavinesa of the
bill, and the general build of the
bird, however, it was concluded that
the albino bird was a young male
Modoe Woodpecker, Dryobates vil-
losus corius Oberholser. It is now a
specimen in the Yosemite National
Park Mussum alccheolic collections.
The cause of its death could not be
determined. The tinder of this bird
reported to Ranger Naturglist Vin-
cent Mowbroy that in Aucust, 1940,
cnother albino woodpecker had
been observed in the vicinity of
Crane Flat.
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