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PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF PARK MUSEUM PROBLEMS IN TIME OF WAR
By Carl P. Russell, Supervisor of Interpretation.

National Park Service

{A paper pressnted belore the Science Section, 37th Annual Mesting of the
American Associatien of Museums, May 19 18942, Williamsburg, Virginia}

The great scenic parks of the coun-
try and the Nation's most significant
historic sites themselves are muse-
ums in frue sense—museums of the
oul-of-doors, The most foamous of
these areos are included in the Na-
tinnal Parks System, but hundreds of
important historic sites and scenic
mems are preserved os State Porks.
They are the foci of our national
character and culture,

For many years it has been agreed
menerally that the public services
rendersd  in  these shrines and
hecuty spots encourages a good na-
tienal morale threugh recreation and
the pride that comes to men and
women who see in them a native
land of great bounty, lasting tradi-
tions omd thrilling becuty, The ral-
lying of Americaon spirit that ac-
companies public use of national
and siote parks constitutes some-
thing of an influence on the national
victory program during any emer-
gency.

These focis, no doubl, will be ac-
cepted as evident. It would seem to

follow then, that park programs
should be conducted most energetic-
ally in timez of war. There are
some practical problems, however,
to be met ond solved. [i is those
problems about which | shall speak,
cnd mv thoughts are direcled es-
pecially upon the national parks ond
monuments

Proposed inrcads upon park

resources

MNow, gz was the case during
World War I, threats are made to
drow upon the areas of the Nao-
tional Pork System for timber, live-
stock grozing rights, minerals and
water supply. Emergency landing
fields are sought, maneuver grounds
and training areas are asked for by
the military, ensmy aliens’ concen-
tration comps are designated ond
other proposals for pork use may
be mode which constitule inroods
upon established precedent contrary
to bosic service policy, Park re-
sources are io be likened to the most
precious of museum accessions. Any
muszeum director who is the custod-
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ion of o Revolutionary War connon
will resist demands to melt thet relic
as scrap iron unless the occute no-
tional need for such action is shown,

To date the National Park Service
has been reasonably successiul in
adjusting proposals of these types in
a manner so that cooperation in the
war effart haz not suffered, and =o
that little herm has resulted ta the
areas. In taking a stand on pro-
posals of this noture perhaps  the
Service exposes itzelf to the criticism
that its conservation pelicy 1= not en-
tirely in sympaothy with the all-cut
weir effort.  Such criticism would not
ke justified. In war as in peace the
highest form of conservation is still
the wizest use of our possessions,
The MNational Park Service is com-
mitted to the idea theat it should hold
the noiional parks in theit original
choracter and a= free as possible

from the disturbing evidences of the
turmoil about us, It is our respo
sibility to evaluate the relative o
portance and the possible effect
each proposal. No socrifices i
are proved to be essential to wi
ning the war and to which ne alio
native exists will be opposed but s
burden of prool rests: upon thooe
who propose the socrifices,

Limitation of travel imposed by War

Rubber shortoge, gas rationug
ond priorities on transportation
commen corrier have relegated 11
tional park travel to o place of min o
importance in the travel picturs. |y
April, 1942, the number of natico
park visitors dropped to one halt |
number thoat went to the parks

April 1941, It seems likely thet |
summer meonths will witness '
crocier decline: At first though! o
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may seem that this condition closes
the door of opportunity to serve. We
should not be too hasty in accept-
ing that idea,

The Maozis have made it an objec-
tive to provide the Germony citi-
lzenty with relaxation ond recreo-
tion. England has made it a gov-
‘ernmental duty to provide her in-
‘dustrial workers with  recreational
focilities. It has been reported that
museum  altendonece  in Englond
hosz jumped 1o new highs during
‘this war. At this moment Great
Britgin iz establishing noiional
porks and nature preserves in the
British Isles—something that never
was done belore, Theré is a reason.
England has studied the problem of
fatigue under the stress of war and
‘has determined that when men are
worked foo hard production of war
materials falls off. A drive has been
‘made by the government to estab-
lish more recreational areas, to pro-
| vide more facilities for rest and re-
loxation, and to transport citizens to
these areas and bcilities.

During the past several months o
number of British fighting ships have
put in to United States ports lor re-
pairs and replenishment of arms.
The crews ol these vessels hove
been token to greas under the ad-
ministration of the National Park Ser-
ice and given opportunity o rest
Special provision for transportation
wors necessory, of course.

It would seem that similar special
provisions can be made o transport
our own workers and their families,
perhaps, to certain national parks

and monuments. To the beat ol my
knowledge the agencies respanaible
for eitizen health and morale have
not considersd this ponsibility. It s
guile necessary to deline a govern-
ment palicy that will distinguish
this type of travel lor essential rest
and recreation from the "pleasure
trips” now bonned by the lack of
rubber and congestion of common
carrier facilities. I such distine-
tion is made, I om sure that the No-
licnal Park Service con adjust iis
programs so oz to  distinguish the
war-time recreation [rom business-
as-usual in the notional poarks and
monuments, [f morale-building agen-
cles ond transportation companies
can get together in bringing indus-
trictl workers to the porks the No-
tional Park Service will do its share
in making the travel worthwhile.

Curtailment of National Park Service
facilities

Parallel with the physical limita-
tions to park travel is the execufive
ond legislative wigilance evident
now in the Bureau of the Budget, the
House, the Senate and elsewhere in
the high places. Mest of us are oc-
guainted with the survey being con
ducted by the Senate for the pur-
pose of eliminating unnecessary em-
plovess and programs of the Federal
Government. We have noted the
draostic cuts made in the appropria-
tinns for those agencies not engaged
in waging war, Those of us who
read the Congressional Record ob-
serve the irend of legislation al-
fecting many non-defense activities.
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A recent mild expression of a mem-
ber of the House may be guoted as
a {air example of the average legis-
later's. attitude: “Our Government
should be engoged only in activities
that are for the public interest, and
these activities should be measured
in the light of ocur present situation,
and their necessity in the prosecu-
tion of the war.”

I hope | will not be misunderstood.
Diversions, deferments and curtail-
ments should be mode, of course, if
they will hurry the winning of the
war. The National Park Service al-
ready has made netable reductions
in its programs. But there is a low
of diminishing returns which must
not be lorgotten. The “public inter-
ests” relerred to by the Congress-
mon includes on interest in the
maintenance of the Nation itsell dur-
ing the present strugagle It em-
braoces, too, a preparation for the
peace to come.

Someaone has said, "How can we
expect to combat forces in remote
ploces, that waorship only power and
materials, without first making effort
to keep our own ideos of worth in
good order?’ | hold to the idea that
the safeguarding of our national
heritonge preserved in our greot
scenic parks ond historic shrines is
cne impertant way of keeping our
own ideas of worth in good order.
These natural values and cultural
irecsures will not take care of them-
selves. A continuing program of
preservation, research ond interpre-
fation is necessary. That means em-

ployment ol a stall—a slafl po
sessed of the capabilities o a greal
museum stafl. On the walls of the
amphitheatre of the Tomb of the 1
Inown Soldier in Arlington Nationo
Cemetery is inscribed a significon)
expression of thought:

"When we assumed the saldis

we did not lay aside the ol

zen.”

Just now there does seem o (o
some tendency lo throw cerlon
deep concerns of citizenry out aof o
window.

The Criterion of justified “defen:o
expenditures”

In selecting our measuring ol
far defense spending we may woll
take a leaf from our allies. In L
land today, in the lace of deval
ing raids emd possible invesion, |
seums double their effort and
ticnal parks come into existe:
This new cultural activity o
money—meney which some leard
harried by military reverses w1
have insisted be diverled to o
tical” use in fighting the enemy. 11
informed critics may conclude 111
city museums and the “great |
seums of the out-ol-doars,” the [
tional Parks and Monuments of |
United States, are not wvery imp
anl to the Nation in time of war, | |
if they do, [ believe that it is o o
clusion based on lallacious prem

Astute leaders will not forgst 11 0
cultural institutions help to mo
iowes collectoble and spirit invn
ible.
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A BLESSED EVENT NEAR THE MUSEUM
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

In conneclion with o reel depict-
ing the animal life of Yozsemite Na-
tional Fark, we had been attempting
for some time to toke molion pic-
tures of a doe with fowns. Yosem-
ite lawns are usually borm in July,
cnd in order to gain maximum in-
terest we womted to photograph
[them in the stage of eorllest in-
{fancy. Other duties, poor light, or
the uncvailability of the animals at
the time desired always seemed to
inlerlera, and as the secson pro-
gressed, il appeared that our phote-
ciraphic efforts would have io be de-
ferrad uniil next season insolar os
that subject was concerned

At 5 o'clock on the afterncon of
Bucast 20, it was, therslore, both a
thrilling and unexpected surprise to
discover that a doe had just given
birth 1o twin lawns. The situation
wos even more wdeal [or phote-
graphic purposes since the hblessed
evenl had cccurred just a short dis
tonce from the mussum.  Better co
operation could hardly be expected,

From aon eye witness the first!
fown saw the light of doy at 440 p
m., while the second ol the pair had

been born some 15 to 20 minutes
later. When cbserved by the writer
theze twins were bul a few minutes
old, yet were attempting fo nurse.

the oudience af

Lmperiurkbed by
seven or eigh! people who had gath-

ared on hearing of the kirth, the doe
proceeded o care lor her young by
ciaressing  them tenderly with her
longue. Laler, she bedded down be

sice them amid the protecting shel-
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ter of a rank growth of brocken
ferns near a Colfes Berry bush.
Early the next morning the doe
and twins were still in the same lo-
cation, Later the mother—probably
apprehensive of the interest and at-
tention her offspring would create on
the part of human beings—Iled them
away o a mors secluded spot bor-
dering the museum gorden fence,
which was well protected by vegeta-

tion. The fawns, with wobbly kneoes
now somewhal stronger, lfollowed
the doe who encouraged and cocxed
them aleng with a series of plaintive
bleats.

Thus it was o distinet pleasure not
only to have the opportunity of 1
tographing thizs recent addition 1o
the Yosemite deer family, but als
record the unusually late birth of
twin fowns on August 20

SNOWELANT SEEKS COVER OF A TENT
By Ranger-Naturalist Russel Lewis

On July 1, 15342, we noticed some-
thing ol a blood-red color protruding
through the floor of otr tent-cabin in
the Mariposa Grove Campground.
On taking up o fleor board we dis-
covered the brilliant red shafts of

three beautitul snowplants (Sarco-
des sanguinea), The fact thet this
plant was growing under our tent
floor proves that as a saproghyie it

needs no sunlight, Like other sap
phytes, it lacks the green chlorop!ivll
which is present in most flowerig
plants. The chlorophyll iz the mote
rial in the leaves which in the oo
ence of sunlight helps manufactiio
plant food. These scaprophytes v
on decaying organic meterial il
need no sunshine. Therefore, i
just as logical to find the snowplo
under a tent as in other shaded [0
est oreqs.

The snowplants were quite abu
dant through the grove darea th
yvear, They often grow in cluste
through the thick shaded blanket
pine needles near the edge of 11
melting snow banks. By June arnl
fuly the snow in the Maripe:
Grove is gone, and the snowplan
are found in arsas where the soil
quite moist. The Hloor of the tent o)
parently provided that moist prote
tien, emd gave us the thrill of hov
ing this delightful plant appear un
expectedly in our living guarters,
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A LITTLE LIFE IN GHOST TOWN BODIE
By Ranger-Naturalist Russe]l L. Lewis

"100 Years in Yosem-

In his book
te,” Dr. Carl Russell has one chap-
{ler on early mining excitements sast

fof Yosemite. The town of Bodie,
California, has had its ups and
downs in thiz mining business,

W. 5. Body come from Pough-
keepsie, Mew York in 1848. About
eleven years loter he crossed So-
nora Pass with a group of other
‘miners to prospect in the Mono area.
Their find was a good one, but Mr
Body died in a snow siorm in March
1860, while on the way to Monoville
for supplies. The town's nome of
Body was later changed to Bodie,

The progress of Bodie was slow.
From 1860 to 1B77, an average of
twenty votes were polled each vear,
In 1878, the Bodie Mining Company
made o rich strike of gold and =il
ver. The news sprecd roapidly
through all the mining caomps. By
1879, the town is said io have had
over 10,000 residents

Many of the residences cnd busi-
ness places are shll standing, but
fires have destroved many. Bome of
the mines are still keing worked
The Standard Hill has been in oper-
ation almaost continuously since 1879,
ond 1= said fo have produced more

them $75,000,000. Although Bedie is
often referred to as a ghost town,
there cre more thon 100 tesidents
living there now. Most of them are
invelved with the mining compan-
paniés,

A small museum is being estab-
lished et Bodie by the Cains—long
time residents there. Hera the vis-
itor will lind many articles that tell
the unwritten story of the hoom
days. Since mining was about the
only ococupdation in that area, as va-
ricus depressions come, pecple had
to leave, Not being anxious to be
looded down, they left behind many
interesting possessions, including
sewing machines, some of which the
Coins hove placed in the museum,
A Wells Fargo Express book tells
another part of the story. On Feb-
ruary 18, 1884, this company houled
alood of ore to San Francisco val-
ved ot F32.682.79, A week later the
load was $29,272.60, while the next
weak it was $26,202.7]1. Those are
typical of the weekly shipments from
one mine. Many other articles in
the mussum, such as record books,
snowshoes for horses, lamps, guns,
and letters bear witness of this for-
mer boom town of the west,
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Mrs. Ella M. Cain has also made a
wonderful collection of meore thon
500 Indian boskets which are also
on display at the museum. WMrs,
Cain's hobby of basket collecting
began over 35 vears ago. 5She has
of basket water jug which was pur-
chased from the Indians by her por-
ents over B0 vyears ago. Ancther

basket water jug was made by
blind old "Maotchie,” who wos soid
to have bean over 100 vears old.
Many of the baskeis were purchased
when the annual “Indion  Fisld
Day™ was held in Yosemite Valley,
Mrs, Cain knowns Yosemiie's Lucy
Telles as one of the finest basket
makers living today.

HIGHLIGHTING YOSEMITE'S HISTORY
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

An article of particular value to
those interested in the history of Yo-
gemite National Park, written by
Francis P Fargquhar and  entitled
"Walker's Discovery of Yosemite,”
appeared in the recently issued Si-
errcr Club Bulletin {(Val. XXVII, No.
4: August, 1942}, Mr. Farguhar, whe
has dlready contributed o grect
deal toward a better understanding
of many historical aspects ol the
Sierra region through numerous
publications on this subject, dis-
cusses certain aspects of the memor-
able journey of the Walker party
from Salt Lake City to the Pacific
Coast in 1833—an event of particu-
lar importance to this region in view
ol the fact that en route these men
crossed the Sierra Mevada, and
passed through the region now sm-
braced within the boundaries of Yo-
gemite MNational Park. They were
thus the first white men to set foot
in this area.  Although Walker and
his party hove been generally cred-
ited with the discovery of the Giant
Sequoig [Sequoin gigonteny) which
wes in iteell an event of particular
interest. it wos lor many years o

matter of considerable conjecturs as
io whether or not this group of men
actually saw Yosemite Valley, or
whether the original discovery oc-
curred 18 vears later in 1851 by the
Mariposa  Battalion, The general
concensus of opinion had been that
Walker, although he passed through
the orea now incorporated in the
park, did not actually observe the
volley; that their route tock them
along the highland between the Yo-
semite and Hetch Hetchy and, as
they were anxious to complete their
long omd arduocus joumey, did not
explore the areas on either side of
their route.

Mr. Farguhar, however,
several possages from  pertinent
early documents relative to  this
journey that shed new light on this
interesting chapter of Yosemite His-
tory, indicating that these men were
the first to wiew this greal gronite
orge,

The orficle, and the list of refer-
ences which gre given ot its con-
clusion, should receive the attention
of all whe are interested in the his-
tory of Yosemite National Park,

guotes
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