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A DAY ON THE TRAILS
By Ranger-Naturalist Enid Michael

On May 10, 1842, my companion,
Moud Murphy, and I had in mind
to visit Vernal ond Nevada Falls and
Litile Yosemite In turtheroarnoe of this
plon we drove to Hoppy Isles ond
parked our car. At 9:30 in the morn-
ing, ours was the only car parked
lhere. After crossing the Inothridoe
we walked briskly up the trail for
the merning was cocl. At the bridge
coross the Merced River we paused
tor cur first view ol Vernal Fall. Be-
vond the bare branches of the Big-
leal Maple wos the breoth-taking
beauty of Vermnal Fall in its peren-
nial frame of stately Douglas-firs,

Beyond the bridge and along the
hrown trail-side were the fragrant
rreen leaves of Coast Amica {(Ar-
nica discoidea), the first green to
show after the melting of the snow.

Further along at the signed {ral
unction, we chose the horse  tredl
in Nevada Fall New for the [irst
Hime songs ol birds attracted our ot-
teritian,

The song of the Black - throated
Gray Warbler and the high pitched
trill of the Sierra Creeper were
heard at frequent intervals. Birds of

this type are wont to sing their songs
over cand over. To me it seams to be
an expression of happiness. A pair
of Red - bregsted Muthatches come
into view as they worked the bark
of a stunted Canyon Live Ook. Now
the Calaveras Warbler chimed in
with his "witch-witche" warkle. He
is clways to be expectsd o= cne
climhbs inta the choparral. We wers
puzzled by o volley of strange notes
that 1ssued from a thicket af Coanvon
Live Oak. When we spiad the outhor
of thiz commotion it was none other
than our old friend, the Sietra Junco,
The spring of the year, so we have
olten noted is wont to bring new
voices to our old friends.

A pair of Band-tailed Pigeons,
feasting on the buds of an elder-
berry thrilled us by a royal display
of their bonded tails,

All about us now as we confinued
to  climb, spoke our cld friends
—sasong  of Mountoin  Chickodes,
chuckle of robin, conversation of the
Blue-fronted Jays,

The gay butterlly paottern of Au-
dubon Warbler trequently flashed
across our path, His sparkling song,



74 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

as well as those of the other warb-
lers, seemed to my frend, Maud, to
possess special brillionees.

Looking up trom the trail onlo a
steen bank we were surprised o see
o mass of gelden bloom. The blos-
soming plants seemed to be hung
to the steep wall, There were lifty
or mere of them, sach one with sev-
eral flowers. Cut of this apparently
dry slope the individugl plomt, o
foot or mere acroes, rose like a foun-
toin of leaves and {lowers. The desp
vellow flowers, like small sunilowers,
litted proudly on tall stems well
ohove the clump of leaves Thiz is
the first of the large yvellow-floweared
plants to bloom in the Yosemite dis-

trict. Commeonly the plant is called
Balsamroot  (Balsamorhiza deliog
des).

Qur progress along the teail won
occasionally  interrupted by deog
drifts of sclidly pocked snow. Ovioa
these we scrambled with some 11
idation os the surlace of the s ow
waos slippery. Ancother surprise 1
store for us was the deluge of »
water dumped down our backs fro
an overhung ledgs where bouno o
the owverflow froem o melting s
field.

Coming into the open where ey
the sun hod melted the snow, 1
deep pink Howers of Greenleal Mo
zanila [Arctostaphylos patula) luo g
in tempting clusiers. Sprays of bri
red gooseberty flowers were
octher attraction. Clumps of lis

rounded scalloped leaves of Al
root gave promise of loir pesies v
o come.

We stood quiet on the brido
cthove MNevada Fall owed by 11
iorrifie push and plunge of the 1y
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as it leaped inta the waterlall

In Little Yosemile the snow had
recently melled off and Maud wem
interested in the clumps of new
lecves just pushing up through the
sard. These velvety leaves were
more or less of a purple tone, espe-
cially the backs had a rich purple
shean, The Lombstongue Groundsel
(Senecio integerrimus} thus mokes
its first storlt in spring, loter on to
zend up a spreading <luster of small
yellow [lowers on a tall stalk. The
aspens were =till bare of leat but o
cloud of catkin bloom, in the crown
of cne, guavered in every breath ol
wind

The Clark’s Nutcrackers were here
and my ear comght their peculiar
claocking notes, While we sot for
{lunch, our backs against a woarm
gremile wall, o poir of these showy

birds came 10 look us over, It was
thellling to have a clone view ol
tham. Little Yosemile wan a balmy
resting place which encouroged
meditaliona of climbs yel {o be,
Above us in the blue sky a broad
rainbow band encircled the sun.

The return home was via the old
Nevoda Fall Trail. At the site of the
old Cosa Mevada Hotel, just above
Dicmond Coscodes, the ooll of
Townsend Solitaire led us to his
perch on the top of a tall pine,

When we reached the valley floar
once mote we were amazed to find
the Pacitic Dogwood in bloom. The
warm sunshine had brought the
blossoms out while wea were up the
trail. And now in the gathering dusk
of the approcgching storm the clear,
white bloom amaong the green leaves
wos o marvel to behald.

COMMENTS REGARDING MNATURE NOTES SOLICITED
By C, Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

' In order that Nature Notes moy

‘present s occurcte o picture of
events and chservations in Yosemite
Mational Park o3 possible in o man-
‘mer most interesting aond valuable
jto the general public, it would be
greatly apprecicted il our readers
‘would give us the benefit of their
comments regarding this publica-
ition. Of particular interest are your
{opinions regarding the nature and
lgeneral scope of this magazine, the
type of material which you would
imost like to find in s poges, and
'the manner in which this material is

presented. Information regarding the
use to which this booklst is put, once
you have surveyed or read its con-
tents, would alse be of value, We
would also welcome any sugges-
tions as to possible changes in con-
tent, arrangement of style that might
adapt it to greater usefulness in the
field of education, as well as in the
development and maintencnce of in-
terest In the out-ol-doors, It is hoped
that your interest in Yosemite Na-
tional Park will ke reflected in this
cooperative effort to brooden ond
develop Nature MNotes to itz fullest
capxicity.
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SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST
By Bob W. Prudhomme, Museum Assistant

Throughout the
months, when the High Sierra trails
are blocked with heavy snows and
the glow of summer camplires has
long been extinguished, o new life
takes form over the pothless miles
of the back country, For it is during
those months of raw winds cnd
fierce bBlizzards that the true survival
of the fittest is determined

On Sunday, May 24, 1942, a friend
and [ hiked up the Tenoya Lake
Trail to the north shoulder of M
Watkinsg, which is close to 9,000 fest
elevation. From Snow Creek Eridoe
on, we encountered o heavy snovr
pock which at the summit, reached
well over four feet in depth. In the
course of our journey, o short dis-
tanee west of the summit, we dis-
covered the skins of two porcupines
which had been killed some time
during the winter or early sprin-.
Fach of the animols had keen
skinned and disemboweled of evary
body structure, save the head, and
such a perfect example of taxidermy
might enly ke exceeded by human
skill, Here in the wilds a coye's, or
perhaps o wildeat, or lordly Moua-
lmin Lien, head stalked cmd killed its

long  winter

game. I say, "perthaps” for thoma
were no tracks in the wicinily
either carcass, and it was evidon

that both had been dead long |0

fore the last snowlall in that regio
Hecent vwarm weather had unforl
nately mebed every clue of the o
tackers, leaving only the thawod n

mains of two porcupines, and o

other tale ol a struggle in which b
veak invariobly must die in orde
it the strong might survive durin

il:cee long winter months of prive
iion and hardship.
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WRENS
By Ranger-Naturalist Enid Michasl

Ol the seven species (nol includ-
g sub-species) of wrens ocourring
California, six species have been
seen in Yosemite Velley, However,
f the six species only the Dolled
Comyon Wreen moy be expecied dur-
ng the nesting season, Considering
its stalus over the last 20 vears, the
nyon Wren may be clagsaed as a
sident bird, although there were
hwo years during that period when
it was not observed. The forage
Eznes of the Canyon Wren are such

al even in winters of heavy snow-
fcall they may prosper. When snow
lies heavy on the valley floor there
rre always the dork corridors lead-
i

ng into the great rock slides which
lhrnish forage lones for these birds.
fAlong the channels and in the cav-
erns under the talus wrens may
qather spiders and insects. On the
worm north zide of the valley snow
:oon melis away, especially from the
‘waply inclined talus heaps, The
[irat sunny hours after the storms the
vrrens come up [or air, and on warm
mnny days in mid-winter the down
ripnling song of the Canyon Wren
moy ring from cny rockslide on the
norh zide of the valley,

One winter a resourceful Gﬂn}rc;n
VWren haod the pest-office building
n ifs daily beat. A broken window
ne let it into the building, ond
every morning he thoroughly can-
vossed the ploce for food, He knew
very crack and cranny, and he was
ever at loss to Hnd his way in and
ut, Some mortings when the ther-

momeler was hovering not lar abeve
zero it waos real fresh air thet eame
through that broken pane, but even
so, none of the postoffice boys
wolld think of shutting the litle
wren out in the cold world; always
he was allowed to warm up while

secrching for his breakiast, The Con-
yon Wren is one of the few Yosem-
ite birds thot sings every month in
the year,

For three seasons a pair of West-
arn House Wrens nested in a cranny
they hod discovered in an old house
in the Old Village, but then some
people moved in whao did not appre-
cicte the wrens. The entromee to the
cranny was closed, and thus ended
the nesting records ifor the Western
House Wren in Yosemite Valley.
Western House Wrens still appear
in the valley, but only as post-nest-
ing wanderers. We sxpect them in
August, surely in September. They
are most likely 1o be found in the
willows along the river, feeding low,
feeding on the ground. A few
squeaks will likely bring them up
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where they can be seen f[or they are
inguisitive birds and not espscially
shy. [ think theat [ have never heord
the Western House Wren sing dur-
ing its fall visits to the valley. During
the month of September 1 have zssen
Western House Wrens af elevations
well above 8000 feet,

The Bewick Wren, though com-
mon at 2,000 {eet elevation and only
a lew miles away, seldom visits Yo-
semite Valley. This bird seems not
to indulge in the pest-nesting ram-
blings common to so many birds, at
least through the veors there has
besn no gpparent up - mountain
movement ot any lime of year. As
a matter of faet, so-dar as 1 recall,
there is but one record for the Be-
wick Wren in Yosemite Valley. On
the brush - covered slope at the
mouth of Indian Conyen some fit-
teen years cgo o pair of Bewick
Wrens buillt o nest in a cavity in an
old oak. In some manner ones of the
eight or nine eggs that weare cradled
in the nest woas broken; onts
swormed in, ond the wrens deserled
the nest and disoppeared. Never
arcin through the years was 1 able
to find & Bewick in the valley

Mersh Wrens, formerly rare birds
in Yosemite Valley, hove bescome
meore or less common during recent
years, and apparently they ore be-
coming more numerous with each
possing year, They have yet to nest
in the vallev. 5o far they only meour
as post-nesting migrants during Sep-
tember and Octeber. [n anv of the
low-lying meadows about the valley
where the marsh arass grows tall
Marsh Wrens are likely to ke stirred

cut during the [all months. & scueak
may bring one ol them up to swiy
on o reed while it looks the situation
over, or a bird may spring up [rom
cimost under one's fesl fo go hu
ing awayv with wren - like
flight. They do not fly far; scon 1oy
drop from sight into some palcl of
tall sorw-grass, One moy Sooare )
the wren o dozen times vet one 1l
be very lucky to get a good viow
when once it has been starnld
Companicn to the Marsh Wren oo
ing September and October iz e
Savannal Sparrow, a bird of

ilar hakits, The sparrow flys sile)
away, low over the meadow wil
more zig-zaq Hicht and lacks |

Another thina, the wren is likely
utter a scoelding note s he |
away. Both cre small, brown
birds: both ore ehmive. It has ko
my sxperience thal it is more d
cult to get a mond lack at the Sow
nah Sparrow thon it s at the Mo
Wren.

The Winter Wren is o winter v
itent to Yosemite Valley. A few m
winter throuagh, and when once theo
settle in winter emorters in o o
tangle along some stream they m
he found dav atter day. They se
not to mind frozen stream banks
cold, ner snow as long as they o
plenty to eat. Occgsionally, in e
spring the sono of the Winter Wi
moy be heard. | rather suspect 1
there have heen years when a o
remained to nest in the swamplon:|
ohove Mirror Lake. Feeding hakn
ot the Winter Wren keep il oul
sight most of the time. It is not esp
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clally shy, and with patient wailing
t is sure to come out from Ity root
tanqle to look one over

Rock Wrens are lound from seo
leval to well above timberling, They
nesl below Yosemite Valley, and
they nest above the valley, but so
for os [ know, thers is no nesting
record for the floor of the valley; in
irict, 1 had never seen the hird on
the floor of the valley until after
lthe great rock slide had formed a
w talus slope at Rocky Point. The
year following the rockslide in early
September a pair of Rock Wrens ap-
peaired on the new talus and for all
ol the 15 vears or more since the

s

slide, they have spen! some ,
September days on thin bit of 'Hltﬂ-
Some years only a pair of birds put
in their appecrancs, some Yeoars o
feamily group. On September 7, 1941,
a family group of seven birds was
seer. And on this particular doy
within o rodius of one hundred
yerds four different species ol wrens
were seen. Strangely enough within
the short distomee there were ecoleg-
ica]l conditions suitable to all four
species, for here the tolus crowds
close to the river ond between the
willows along the riverbonk and the
toe of the talus there lies a swale
of sow-grass,

RATTLESNAKES BATTLE OVER DEAD MOUSE
By Ranger-Naturalist Lloyd P. Parratt

On Sundey, July 20, 1941, alter
osing the museum, "Timmy" Doo-
ey, museum custodicon, ond the wri-
er decided to try the experiment of
feeding o deod mouse, cought the
ight before, to the rottlesnakes in
the exhikil cose. Rattlesnakes are re-
puted to eat only prey which they
kil for themselves. So we attached a
string to o hind leg, and placed the
mouse in the cage while jerkingy the
*rstring to give the animal a life-like
faqmju-teiietilu=s
The darker marked snoke, Mo, 2,
struck af onee and after holding on
Fwith o bulldog-like arip lor a few
| minutes began to swallow the mouse
ten minutes after it had been placed
in the coge. Five minutes later the
lighter colored sncke, No. 1, struck
the ather snake, halding it firmly by
‘the hend and attempting desperate

Iy to pull Ne. 2 agway from the prey.

At the end of a five-minute strug-
gle they separated, and No. Z start-
ed to swallow the mouse ogain, al-
though Ne 1 tried to interfere; Ten
minutes later the mouse woas com-
pletaly out af sighl, so we cut the
string, leaving about B inches for the
snake to digest along with the
mouse. There followed o series of
museular contractions in getting the
mouse the rest of the way down io
the stomach. Fifteen minutes after
starting the second swallowing the
mouse wos completely down into
the snoke’s stomach.

Althegh  fomg morks or holes
were visible on the left side of the
dork rotiler's hesd, il wads apparent-
v urharmed, and had mode no el
fort o defend iiself other than to pre-
vent the other snoke from pulling it
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away from the mouse, Rottlesnoakes
are =aid to semetimes kill themselves
by striking their own bedies, but this
snoke was gpparently immuns to
the poizon of the other rottlesnoke
Hattlesnakes, then, can be tempt-

ed to sat dead prey, if handled cor-
rectly, and il sufticiently hungry. The
commenly held view, a= has been
stated previously, is that the rattle-
snoake will swallow only prey which
they haove struck and killed them-

relves.

rOoOD PLANTS UTILIZED BY THE DEER IN THE MARIPOSA GROVE
By Ranger-Naturalist Arthur Carthew

During my 1941 summer's assign-
ment in the Mariposa Grove Muse-
un, [ had the opportunity io cbserve
the deer feeding on a wide variety
of plants growing in the adjocent
arec, Plants of the genus Ceancthus
constitute one of the majer browse
plants for the deer in California, In
the Mariposa Grove the Mountain
Whitethorn Ceanothus (Snow-brush)
is quite abundant and widely used
as of plont [ood, Along the streams
the Califarnic Dogwood and the Cal-
ifarnia Filkbert {Hazel nut) have been
heavily browsed os high as the deer
con reach, In foct mony of the plants
hove been killed by over-browsing,
The staghorn lichen has likewise
been eaten from the trunks of the
frees as high os the deer can recch,
This plant is particularly at home on
the white firs which are very ochbun-
dant in the Grove. Iis habit of grow-
ing cn the lower dead limbs which
are frequently broken off by storms
or the weight of the znow makes it
auite availakble even though norm-
ally found sut of the deer's reach.
On many occasions | have seen the
deer at wark on a lichen-coverad
bough thet has recently fallen to the

ground, In the doamp arsas Torrey
Stream  Deervetch  (Meodow Hos-
ackia) constitutes an important food

A plomt not heretofore recorded as
eaten by the deer in Joseph 3. Dix-
on's "Mule Deer in California” is the

Woashington Lily,
the =sclitory plont recorded in the
Grove this year were ecien by the
deer shorily alter if burst into bloom
Although this iz not o complete list
ot the plants utilized by the desr in
the Mariposa Grove, it serves to il
lustrate the wide source of plant

focds on which they depend in this
oreda.
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