osemife
Nature

DECEMBER. 1950




112 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

by Ralkh  Awxderiun

The wview south from the summit of Mt Dong, MU Lyell and the Lvell ©

qer b the right of
Canter,

Cover Phote: The High Sierra from Eentinel Dome, Yosemile Valley, By
“"Yosemlte and the Sisrma Nevada,” text by John Muir, 84 ¢
duction by kind permigsion of Houghlon Miffiin Company.

Ansal Adama frewn
wiographs by fAneel Adaoma. Rep




Y osemite Nature Notes
THE MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF
THE YOSEMITE NATURALIST DIVISION AND
THE YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION, INC.

C. P. Bussell, Supeariniendent
H. C. Parker, Assce, Pork Naturalist

D. E. McHenry, Park Naturaliat,
. B, Herkenhem, Asst, Park Naturalist

VOL. XXIX

DECEMBER. 1350

NO. 12

HIEING MOUNT DANA
By Shirley Sargent

Tust as Yosemite is a rubberneck's
paradise, so is it o challenge. Faw
visltars, however, take advontage of
the mony tine iroils mainioined by
the National Park Service for their
enjoyment, preferring  instead  to
gather flesting impressions from the
window= of their spesding cors.
Walking s well as exploring seems
to be becoming o lost ort. But for
those lured from cora there 18 aspe-
cial thrill that comes in discovering
beauty alone. 1 Hrst realized this
truth in 1936 when 1 climbed Mount
Diane.

While construction was underwery
on the new Ticga Rowd, on which
my #ather—Robert C. Sargent—was
on' engineer, our family waz living
in Tuolumne Meadows. One Sctur-
day o party consisting of my father,
Fronk Swan, two of his sons, cnd T
diove to the Ticom Pass entromes,
porked our car in full view of Tiogo
Lake, and s=eot off toword reddish
Meunt Dong rearing high above the
bogay Dang Meadowa.

To a Svearcld the goal looked
impressive, but actuclly our hike
wets comparatively short, as the alii-
tude ot Tioga Pass was a breoth-
taking 9941 fest and the top of
Dona jtselt 13,050 fest—a difference
of o little over 3,000 fest. The eold
wind sweeping through the poss and

down from the snow-covered mouns
laina wes exhilarating as we stepped
up our poce. Frequently we had to
detour around small, jewel-like lakss
that dotted the meadows like stones
in a necklace, Some of thess lokes
deserved the name, but momy weara
no larger than ponds. Their depib
weis surprising cnd the desp blus ot
the water glinied in the afierncon:
gun. When we reached the boass of
Mount Dona we struck o foir path;
worn by other hikers, ond almost ime
mediately  started upward.  The
change in surmoundings wos stort
lingly obrupt. One minule we had
been striding through tall meadow
grasses, commenting upon the yari-
ety of wildflowers; the next we wera
hiking over firm, bare earth, past
the last straugly pines, and socm
footing it over pocked heaps of talus,

To anyone knowing the high coun-
try of Yosemite, cur climb =om im—
mediately be transierred into re-
membered color ond fesl. For the
sky was thet shorp, vivid blue that
made of the mouniaing eichings, and
the meadows below were spring-
green, specked with the contrasting
blue of glacial lakes. When we
paused to rest there was baouty be
low, with, and above us. Such
becuty as to make hearts ache and
to bring knowing to a child's wide-

eyed gaze,
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Photo by Refph Andrerion

Mammeth Mouniain from Dana Meadowa.

Although we hod token our jack-
etz off, oz we climbed higher the air
thinned to o coldness that made ex

roise welcoms. It seemed to me
that the trail was taking us away
from our destination — the peak
which we could no longer see—hut
my father explained that this was
the easiest ascent. When we coame
in wiew of the first snowbaonk, our
hike weos Interrupted for a snowbail
fight. This snow was unsullied, pure
whita, and icy cold o5 it melted in
my mouth ond down my back, As
wawant on [ begon o hear sounds
of running water cmd, foiling to find
any signs of a river, called my fo-
ther's attention to it. He laughed, ex-
plaining that the noise was made by
rivulets of melting snow running in
an underground stream, To me thot
wios mystericus and something of o
miracle. On my honds cnd knees, 1
put an ear to the rocks, lstening to
the merry quwrgling of the strecrn be-
necth ma,

Voices echoed down, =houting for
me o come on. The cllmb was
steeper now, over morgine, Snow-
barks were scarcer ot this height:
we were nearing the summit. Sharp
rocks sesmed to he cutting through
the =oles of mv old sneakers, About
ol feet from the top | discovered
that the scles of my shoss had ac
tually worn through, My fother cor-
ried me until we come to g foiriy
lavel area where we sicod amcona
piles of boulders and jogged rock
debriz, The incomparakble view hald
us gilent.

Dana'is but one of the mountains
fowerlng In a range curving north
ond south; others cre Gibbs, Lewis,
Maommeoth, and Parker. Below, {o the
west, stretched Tuclumne Meadows
gashed by the Tuclumne River,
knobby glacial domes, and {oresisd
beltz, not to mention the lakes. Those
lakes we haod seen while hiking
across the meadow were nothing in
comparison to the numerous ones
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we could see now, gleaming blue in
the sun. Within a few minutes I
counted 42, When we turned to the
eastern view we were handicapped
by not being on the summit, from
which, the Swans reported, Mono
Lake, the Nevada desert, and bar-
ren mountains could be seen. Be-
cause of the condition of my
sneckers it was impossible for me to
climb the last 200 or 300 feet. How-
ever, my father and I could see the
large glacial lake at the base of
Mount Dana. Walking cautiously,
I marveled at the mass of tumbled
rocks of odd shapes cnd sizes. It
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was simple to slip into eerie, rock-
scooped caves until my father
stopped me.

My heart thrilled to the panorama
spread before us. The road—so far
away—was nothing more than o
track for beetles. The sense of pioc-
neering was strong within me, al-
though John Muir had first climbed
Mount Dema on September 1, 1868,
and many others had followed in his
footsteps over the years; but still we
had achieved a goal and knew «
beauty that could never have been
ours from a car window,

GLACIER POINT IN WINTER —
THE SKUNKS IN THE KITCHEN
By Dorothy R. Mayer!

One day after an unusually severe
cold spell at Glacier Point, we
opened the door of the closet for the
water heater and were somewhat
disconcerted to see two gleaming
eves gazing mildly at us. They be-
longed to a spotted skunk who was
sitting complacently on the hot water
tank warming his feet. He must have
followed the pack rat's trail to this
cozy, warm haven during the cold
weather, a circuitous route over the
balcony rtoof, down through the
walls, between the floors, and a re-
sounding scramble down the pipes.

Reluctant to startle him in this po-
sition, we thought it would be more
diplometic to moke friends and
thereupon offered him some food.
At first a little shy, he was soon
tempted right out into the kitchen,
where he hungrily ate some bits of
bacon and other scraps. He was
very demure but quite unafraid.

Next day, having spread the good
news of his find, he returned with his
mate, who was more reticent but en-
joved the snack when placed in the
closet. Therealter we were coerced
into feeding them both every day.
We could hear their rather heavy
footsteps as they trotted expectantly
above the ceiling and scrambled
down the pipes every night and
often during the day. They behaved
with perfect decorum until one night
they descended into their dark
chamber as usual and found it al-
ready occupied.

There was a series of low growls
and then a mad scrambling up the
pipes, sounding as though several
animals were trying to escape in
unison. Considerable scuffling over-
head ensued, between the rafiers
and in the walls, with assorted
growls and squeaks punctuated by
heavy thumps. Then the inevitable

1. Mr. and Mrs. Mayer were in charge of the Mountain House at Glacier Point during the winter

and were isolated most of the time—Ed.
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happened: o pungent and oil perva-
sive aromao begon to ehcompdss 18,
randering the act of braathing most
difficult if not well nich impossills.
We were comforiably ensconced in
bed and certainly did not relish the
thought of shiffing to other cold and
airy querters in the middle of the
night, but there was no cllternativs.
Groduatly the fumes of beitle wore
away and the atmosphere returned
to normal. In o few dovs it wos
again possible to ocoupy our own
gurtsrs,

We iound the newcomer was o
merten whoe, by =some mysterious
grapevine, evidently hod secrst in-
formation ohout the skunks' cozv,
worm room and free hemdeout. We
now had o problem on our hends.
There seemed to be no way of siop-
ping these ill-gssorted onimals from
coming in ond we did not care for
o repeat performance between the
walls. However, they ssemed to set
tle their differences befween them
gelves, for the nocturnol wvisits cone
tinued emnd they somehow monaged
to evade eoch other, At least thers
wos no obwious svidence of ony
encounters, though the traffic over-
head wag falrly heavy all night,

When the weather improved, the
skunks would not turm up for ssveral
davs ot o tims, but always returned
with the next srnowicll. Then one
night cofter o short absence, we
hecrd o new commeotion overhead
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and a new volee—a high, thin rill-
ing which sounded like a nest full of
bhaby birds. At first we thought the
pack rats had produced o new fom-
ily ond begom to worry ohout the
marten cand his nocturnal prowlings.
But in the morning, heagring the
twittering repsaied in the woier
heater closet, we opened the door,
cmd there was g voung skunk =sitting
before o plate of food we hod ploaced
there, emd sguealing ot the top of
his wvolce. In the background shed-
ows was the mother accompenying
him in a shahtly lower kev, He was
evidently being introduced to his
new surroundings and the ccoosion
was o very =xciting oneg, colling {or
much somment. He next recsived in-
structons on ascending the slippery
pipas. With o great deal of slipping
and sliding, he monoged to scramble
to the {locr above while his mather
locked on approvingly.

The baby's foce was no larger
them o quarter and broken  into
patchesof bloack and white, merging
into four white stripes running down
the back ond ending in a fecathsery,
white-tipped plums.

As our fomily increased when
spring crrived, the Mouniain House
awakenead to new life. Every day the
rafters resounded with sirange and
mysterious  activities — anoowing,
thumping, sguedgling, and running
fest, It sounded like a veritable zoo
crwakening after o winter's slesp.
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A NEW BIED RECORD—
RAVEN OBSERVED NEAR MARIPOSA GROVE

By O, L. Wallis, Park Ranger

While secrching for the carcass of
a deer ot the edge of the Marlposa
Grove of gicnt sequeoias this sum-
mer, [ chanced upon o unigue ob-
servetion — the discovery of on
Americon roven (Corvms corax sin-
atus), which previously had heen
uprecarded from Yosemite Nationel
Park.

Om August 19, 1950, o visitor 1e-
ported that an ailing doe too weak
to stamd was lying near the Clothes
pin Tree. When | investigated short-
Iy afterwards, | found thot the desr
had already disd of natural ecuses.
The body was removed lo o spot
just off the firercad near the southern
boundary of the park where for sev-
eral days it remained undisturbed
by the many carron feeders. Or
August 24 the desr hod disappecrsd,
By following bils of halr on logs cnd
rocks and the ground disturboncss,
[ woa able to traces for about 150
yards the path over which the om-
mal remaing hod been dragged. As
[ was nearing the end of the seqrch,
o raven flew up from the corcass.

Alrecdy the deer had been iom
apart and much of it saten. Scats of
covole and bear ot the immediate
site indicoted that these animals,
alse, had saten of the remoins, Evi-
dently o bear had houled the body
that distemce. (Incidentally, on Sep-
tember 13, Q¥%.inch bear tracks weie
ohserved on the firerood near this
spol.)

The occurrence of the raven within
Yosemite National Poark was net re-
corded in the studies and checkiizts
of the bird life of the park i any of
the: references listed below. Grineeli
ond Storer (1924} stoled thot the
"Conditionz in the Yosemite region
do not seem to be attractive to the
Western Raven, . . . Elsewhere In the
Sterra Mewvadag the species ls com-
mon locally, . . . The general lack of
catile, with which the raven is so
often associcted, thay be partial ex-
plemation of the ahsence of the
species. from the Yosemile reglon.”

The crea in which [ saw the raven
on August 24 is of the edge of open,
cut-over land cutside the perk, which
iz used lor summer posturags for
cottle. [ considered it more typical of
the crdinary hobitat of the roven
them most of the lemd within the
park,

It is of considerable interest to add
the raven, rare as it prohably is
within the areq, to the park checklizt
of hirds. The raven iz the icrgest
local memizer of the family Corvidas
which includes the jovs, mogpiss,
ond crows. Other mambers of this
family found in Yosemite Notional
Park are the following: Blue-frented
jay, longailed or Californio oy,
American or black-billed mogpie,
vellow-bllled moapie, wesiem crow,
pinon jay, and Clark nuteracker or
Clark. craw,
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NOTES ON BRYOPHYTES SEEN ALONG YOSEMITE TRAILS

By Sol A. Karlin, Field School, 1950

Perhaps the reader 15 not foamilie:
with the term "hryophyte.” This term
cpplies to the primitive group ol
green lomd plonts which are best
characierized by their lack of spe-
cialized woterconducting tissua
fxvlem, or woody cells) and which
often assist in making possible the
lifz of the lorger land plants. In gen-
ercel, the briophytes are divided into
fwo Tthoon groups.. One greup, the
liverworts  {Hepaticoe), ore  distin-
aguished by their flot or scalelike
body (thallus) arowing on the ground
or on rocks or frees. The other aroup,
the messss (Muscl), moy be de-
scribed as mostly small plants hee-
ing simple stems and leaves, the
lecrves being variously attached to
the stem. All members of the Dry-
ophyte clan are propogoted and
digpersed by means of spores—
microscople one-celled porticles of
lwing matter {protoplasm)  copohle
of repreducing the plant. Also, ail
bryophyies ot some staoge of their
life history have a simiior meons of
zexunl reproduction. Male ond fe-
mole germ cells will fugse to form a
single cell called o zygote which will
develop into the spore-bearing shug-
ture called o sporephvte (fruiting
body).

The summer of 1950 in Yosemite
was a good one for collecting biry-
ophvies becouse many of the forms
were found in excellent fruiting con-
dition. Perhaps this was due to the
unusucl wet wecather experienced
this seascn. The author must confess
that his citeniion wos not focused
upcn the mosses until a thundsr-

storm drenched hiz compsite. Some-
how the mosses were transformed
from drab gravs into brilliont hues
of green found everywhers on the
ground, on gronite boulders, ond
gven on the ifree trunks.

Meomy specimens were collected
an the warious field trps made by
the Field School. Good matericl—
that fs, @ moss in builing condition
—is difficult to find. Keen observes
ton is reguired] The copsule, or
sporecontaining sac, of o moss plant
is the kev to iz identilication, just as
is the flower of o ssed-bearing plant,
The specimens were drised and
placed azide after egch trip, Some
how tme couldn’t be found for re-
secrch  urdil the very end of ths
secason. [t was not until then thot
some fundamental discoverles ware
made, First, the herharium contained
no available somples of mosses,
Second, the library didn't have a
copy of a recent stondard werk an
MOSEEs.

The specimens were taken to the
herbarium of the University of Cali-
formnic of Los Angeles where idenii-
ficettion was undertaken. Dr. Mildred
Mathics of the herbarium suggested
thet em expert on Califormiao mosses
should be contacied becouse of the
ploneering namare of this work, Afler
several letters of Inguiry, we ob-
toined the help of Dr. L. F. Koch,
cuthor of the most recent annotated
list of species of Californioc mosses. 1

Az determined by Dr. Koch, ths
following list of mosses was col-
lected in Yosemite National Park be-
tween Junes 26 ond Bugust 12, 1950;

1, Kazch, L. F. {1850 eaflets of Western Batany (8) L. Son Fronciscs,
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Auloeomnium androgynum (Hedw ] Schower

Anlacomininm pn]n:iru’ [Hedw.) Schw.

Brachythecim lamprodhiysenn C, Musl &
Kindb, war, pigueteam Srout

Bryum sop. (2

Brvum coespiticion Hedw

Dicranowatssie cirata [Hedwr.) Lindb.

Diraparoctndies imeinatus (Hedw ) Warnat

E"rfl.ynl:'r:.i.r.r.rrr stohesit (Smithy Schp

Fostinalis neemexicans Sull, & Leaq.

Fusarin hvoremeirica Hedw,

Cirimmin montona Bruch.

Hmn.n!n!hsium s enge Lesq., Ren. &
Dared,

Lapmiu}'l.im pyriforme [Hedw.) Sche,

Olethatricham bvollii Hook. & Taylor

Philonotis americena Dism.

Philorwtis fomtana (Fadw.) Brid,

Pahlin eruda (Hedw.) Lindb.

P’nﬁ.rln :{a’mmllum{ﬂ (2, Muel) Andrews

Pohlin nutens (Hedw.) Lindhb,

Polvirichum juniperingm Heduw

PTHI_\'h'iEIIJJm pili_lr.-m:m Hadw.

This is but @ somple of what meor
ba found; Yosemite Nationgl Park
undoubtedly hos o rich maoss floro
vet o be discovered, Only two liver-
worls were identified in the field, as
listed below:

Marchantia  polymorpba L. Only fe-
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mele colontes, or clones, were dis-
covered, and these were In sacellen|
fruiting condition. Locotions:  the
stream below the ski lodge ot Bodgsr
Poss, July 8: Bridolveil Creek af the
Pohono Trail, zouthwest bank, Julv
7. The female clones reproduce vege-
tertively in tweo ways: (1) by the divi-
gion of the dichotomous bronches o
the older ports decay, thus ferming
large fan-shaped colonies, and 12} by
vegetative buds called gemmas: Ap-
vorently ot these sites sexual repro-
duction does not occur, Upon core-
ful observation with @ 3x hand lens
no sporophytes were tound.

Riccia fluitans L. This is o small,
thin, ribbon-like liverwoart; It is bisex
ual, with spors coses being enclosed
within the thallus. Location: commen
in the Gayleor Lakes region, it was
especially abundemt in the bed of a
drying vernal pool just below Gran-
iter Letkes, Tuly 28.

PRIVATELY OWNED LANDS
WITHIN NATIONAL PARES AND MONUMENTS

By Arthur Nelson, Field School, 1950

Probahly not cne person in a thou-
semd who visit our natienal parks or
monuments realizes that some siate
cmd privately owned londs  exist
within the houndaries of these areds,
In 1947 such nonfederal lond
amounted to some 600,000 gores and
was evaluated at approximately 20
million dellars, In the past there has
been very little money available to
the MNational Poark Service for the
purchose of these holdings. The sit
uation was improved somewhat dur-
ing the Hzool yveors of 1948 and 1943
when $200,000 was appropriated by
Conoress each vear for land acouisi-
tion. This meney made it possible to
purchase g few key properties, but

at thls armual rote it would toke at
least 100 vears to buy them il up.

The gquestion might be asked o= o
how and why this nondfedorally
owned land exists within the nao-
tional parks ond monuments. The
primary regson, ot least for the west-
sm areas, lies in the land policies
of the Federal Government during
the expansion of the United Stotes
cifter the Revolutionary War:

The Federal Government acquired
vost arecs of lomd  through  the
Louisicma Purchase, the Mexdoon
Purchose, cmd other  ocouisitions.
Lorge segments of these areas were
letter given or sold to individuals,



120

companies, or stotes under the pro-
visions of voricus public land laws.
There were several recsons for dis-

posing of these londs. Cne reasaon-

werz thot the Government needed
memey. Another was that it wished
o encourcae the settlement of the
Wesi by formers and stockmen. The
Government alse gave away this
land to promote the sstablishment of
schools and colleges, and tronscon-
tinental roilroads were subsidized
through the disposal of considerable
areqs of this publlc domeain.

As g result, lomds which were
leter to be within the boundearies of
naotional  parks  and  monuments
passed out of the possesslon of the
Federal Gowvernment. [t was in this
manner that orivatsly cwned heold-
ings became established within what
is now Yosemile Neational Pork,

Two examples will illustrote whet
has happened to some of these priv-
ate lands in this park.

In 1859 the first homestead in Yo
semite: Valley was token up by
James O Lamon. This area of 160
acres woas located near the present
Comp Curry. Lamon planted the two
apple crcheards which are still 1o be
found in that vicinity. In 1864 the
Federal Government by act of Con-
gress ceded the Yosemite Valley and
the Mariposa Grove region to the
State of Califerniz for the esiak-
lishment of the Yosemite Granl for
public use ond enioyment The
termms of this grant did not recoonize
the claims of settlers to privately
owned lands in the grant; so Lameon
arid  the other homesteoders were
forced to give up their properties,
Loter, in 1874, the State of California
compensated the settlars for their
logs, The nat result was that the Yo-
semite Grant was free of privaie
eledms after 1886, Thus, when the

Stoe receded the grant bhack to the
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Federal Government in 1905, no land
awnership problems complicated the
ocdministration of this area.

Unfortunotesly the situation was not
2o simple in the case of the lomds
outside of the crigingd Yosemiie
Gremt but which were destined to be
included within the much lorger Yo-
semite National Park. Mony parcels
of land were taken up by miners
and homesteaders until 1830 when
Yosemite Naotional Park weas estal-
lished bv Congress. One such home-
steader wos John Baptiste Lembert.
In 1885 Lembert tock up o homestead
of 160 geres in the Soda Springs area
of Tuoclumne Meodows. He roised
goats on this land unlil the winter
of 188990 when he lost his herd in
a severe storm. Then he turned to
the collecting of plant and insect
specimens for g livelihood.

In 1890 Yozemite National Pork
wois created surrounding the already
existing state perk. However, the
claims of private settlers were not
voided a5 had been the cass with the
Yosemite Grant; so privately owned
lands remained established within
the notional pork. Lembert did not
have linal title to his land in 1890,
bui in 1895 he wos issued o patent
to it. He diec during the winter of
1896-97, cmd the property passed to
hizs brother, Jacob. The land was
then sold 1o the McCouley brothers
in 1898, and finally it was purchased
by the Sierra Cluk in 1912, The
Sierma Club still retoins ownership
of this property.

During the past two years Yo
semite Nattonal Park has been fos-
lunate in that « large share of the
money opproprioed by Congress
for lomd ocouisiicn hos been spent
i thiz pork. This hez made possible
the purchase of severcl importont
private holdings. Cne of these 1= the
former Murphy Esiate of B0 acres
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