VOL. XXIX FEBRUARY, 1950 . - NOQ, &



12 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

HOW LOVELY IN SNOW
By Elizabeth Godirey Baker

The meadows are weird, as a frost-bitten beard
And the branches of caks are as bold pen strokes.
The leaves on the ground make m¥ysterious sound,
As they're lifted and rushed in a sudden chilled gust.
There's a feeling of tension and keen apprehension
Asg the blue-fronted jay mocks the overcast gray.
Al last snow lg falling in flakes most enthralling,
To smother the earth with o heavy, white birth.
The fawn and the dos walk through the first snow;
Enchanted they seem, as though in a dreaml

The bear in his hold will sleep through the cold;
The squirrels helter-skelter will find a snug shelter,
But where is a cover for the fawn and its mother?
See, they bed now, 'neath the cedar's low bough.
The devilish howl of the coyote on prowl,

Will come with the dawn and frighten the fown.
The merning is bright, a fairyland sight.

How lovely in snow, are the fawn and the doe!

Cover Pholo: Winter, Yosemite Vallsy. By finsel Adams fram ‘Yosemile and fhe Sierra Nevada,”
lext by John Muir, 64 phelographs by Ansel Adams, Reproduction by kind permission of
Houghton Miffliin Compemny.
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THE SIERRA NEVADA BIGHORN IN YOSEMITE
By Fred L. Jones!

It is known that the Sierra Nevaoda
bighormm once cccurred in numbers
in what is now Yosemite MNational
Pork. According to accounts of
ecrly mountainsers hunting and dis-
ease were the chist faclers that
coused the population steadily to
decline until the cnimals finally dis-
appeared from the region. [t has
generally been believed that the
last of the sheep were gone from
Yosemite betore 1900. In Animal Life
in the Yosemite Grinnel gives the
1870z or 1880's aos the latest yedrs
of cocurrence, with the pessible ex-
ception of wondering individuals. In
1898 in an article in the Aflandic
Monthly entitled "Among the Ani-
mals of the Yosemite” John Muir
gtated that there were stll o few
bighom present in Yosemite. This
is the lotest mention of live moun-
tetn sheep occurring in the park that
can be found in notural history lit-
erature,

In August of 1849 while gathering
informeation about the history of the
bighorn that had occurred north of
the park, 1 made the ocoguaintance
of Mr. Bill Guinn, retired packer and
cattleman, of Sonora. Mr. Guinn has
hiad wide ezperience in the Sierra
Mevoda and recalls aoouratelv con-
ditions that prevailed in the edarly
1900's. He stated that in 1914 he and

Mr. Guy Scott, for many years State
Game Watden at Soulsbyvilles, Tu-
alumne Co., packed into Yosemiie
to plant traut in some of the lokes.
On this irip they heard of bighom
hoving been seen in the northem
part of the park somewhere betwean
the Matterhorns and Tuoclumne Meo-
dows In that year. Mr. Scott iold
Guinn that he had heard other re-
ports from prior years of bighomn
having been seen in the back coun-
try of his district. In a report on
mountain sheep submitted to the
Division of Fish ond Game in 1812
(now 'on file at the Musesum of Ver-
tebrate Zoology, University of Cali-
fornic) Warden Scott states that the
last sheep he hod heard of were
geen about eight vears prior (circa
1904) near the summit of the Slerra
Mevada in his district. This, of
course, was before he heard of the
account related above.

Since none of these observations
are first homd from Mr. Scott or Mr.
Guinn ond were unconfirmed by
them they do not cary the full
weight of certainty. However, the
reports were received In good foith
by repuiable men and can so be
added to the meager knowledge of
the lost years of the Sierra Nevada
bighern in Yosemite Natlonal Park.

1. Mt. Janes 1z Juniar Game Biolaglat with the California Divisicn of Fish and Game,
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THE FRIENDLESS HUNTER
By John F. Nolan, Ranger Naturalist

“Bay, Ranger, what are those
things on your hat?"

"Porcupine quills, =sir, We have
quile a few porcupines around the
vicinity of Glacier Point."

"Well, maybe you con tell me
what [ saw among the rocks as |
drove up to Sentinel Dome. It was o
long, very slender animal with o
brown back end o creamy, sueds
like surface below, Its fur was very
smooth and his legs short, His head
was guite small and pointed ot the
nose, with large round sars.”

"Mister, you sow o mountdin
weassl, Every once in a while we
sgee one around Flacier Point. Their
head ond body averase eight io
eleven inches in length, with o slen-
der tail thot avercges o litle owver
holf the length of both, He s=es with
beady locking eves, and weighs
from seven to twelve ocunces, His
coloration chomges from brown dur-
ing the summer season to white dur-
ing the winter, except for the tip of
hia tedl which always remains black.
These chonges allow him to forage
the year round.

"Glacier Point isn't the only place
in the park where this very vicious
little cnimal is found. Prebhakly the
easiest place to see g weasel is en
the foor of Yosemite Valley, where
they are moderately common. Occa-
slonally they are seen between Chin-
guapin and Glacier Point, or around
Crane Flat, Ten Lake Basin ond
Tuolumne Meadows to Mono Loke
on the east side of the high Sierras.”

The weasel is a very bloodthirsty
little animal that will apporently kill
for the sheer jov of killing long after
he hos satisfied the deméands of his
appeatite. | remember stonding eon
the porch of the rangsr naturalist
cobin at Glacier Point cne quist July

morning, when suddenly thers wos
a  territic commeotion among the
memy little chipmunks and golden-
mantled ground sguirrels that wers
always scampering about. The
ront yord was full of these little
rodents darting this woy and that
way, as though it were the difference
beween life and death. Mony were
going into their burrows, while
cthers were secking out o perch on
top of several large stumps not too
far oway.

From this vantage point each be-
gon o loud ond continuous chotter
that could be heard ot the far end of
the Glacier Point Camparounds, and
losting for appreximately  twenty
minuies. Suddenly, [ got the answer
to the couss of this hedlam—a
weasel darted out from under the
cabin. First he would dash to the
left where several rodents were
making o terrific amount of noise,
then io the right, where there were
a few more doing the same thing,
when his attention apporently was
coaught by three holes at the base of
an old stump about fifty feet above
the cabin.

After smelling the entronce fo
these holes he suddenly disap-
peared into one and was gone for
just o few seconds when he reap-
peared with a voung golden-mantle
in his meuth. After locking around
for o second, he dashed acrosz the
open area to go under the cabin
with his kill. It was about this time
I decided that in their effort to wormn
each other of the impending danger
they only assisted the weaosel in let
ting him know their whersabouts,
otherwise he might have left be
cause of poor hunting. In o spon of
twenty minutes this wegsel had
killed four golden-mantles.
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Apparently thers are times when
the size of the weasel's opponent
deoes not mean much to him. [n this
situation I want to cite the coass of
Lssistem Park MNaturalist Robert Me-
Intyre who, while walking to work
by way of the meadow between his
residence ond the Yosemile Mu-
goum, waos suddenly aftacked by a
weasel that evidently hod itz lair
tear by and was attempting to drive
Melntyre cwoy. Time and time
again this little emimal returned to
the aitack, nipping and tugging at
the mem's trouser cuffs. Possibly her
lair had some young in it and she
was trving to protect them.

Weaselz have from four to six
young in a litter and from two to

three litters per vear, Their nestz are
usually constructed of grasses and
dried leaoves and are found in holes,
under woodpiles, in the burrow of a
ground sguirrel, among the talus
slopes or even in o hollow high up
in o tree,

Beccuse of his physical structure,
the weasel is able to invade the bur-
row of o rodent, or pursue his wvic-
tim through o dense thicket with
great speed and agility, cnd even
ciscend the E.n.m.ks of smaller trees,
This factor, added to his lust to kill,
meakes him an enemy io bird life as
well a= to rodents. He will eat dead
flesh as well as that which he has
just killed.

GIBBS GLACIER!
By Harry C. Jumes

LAnother glocier has been redis-
covered and odded to the list of
those already known in the Sierra
Mevoda, Althoush only o remnant
of its once proud sel, cmd in the
last stages & senility, unless wealh-
er conditions change during the next
few years, it ls, nevertheless, o real
glacier with definite sianz of life in
iz old icebeds. :

In 1945 g party of boys from The
Trailfinders Schosl was on o camp-
ing trip in the Tuslumne Meodows
region of Yosemite: National Pork.
In exploring around the wild coun-
try located between Mis. Demea and
Gibbs, they noted o large snowbank
sloping down 1o g series of moraines
in the lower port of a glagial cirgue.
Omn caoreful exomination by binoe-
ulars the bovs felt sure that they
had hoppened on o small glacier.
However, it was foo late to attempt
to descend the broken cliffs of the
cirgque for confirmetion. S

This past summer they planned to
make a real study of the region and,
equipped with proper topes and
octher mouniaineering eguipment
and accompanied by Park Service
Naturalist Dr. Corl Sharsmith, they
left early in the morming of July 21
for that purpose.

The route of the party led up the
wide pass between Mb Dono and
Mi. Gikhs. In o short ime they had
reached the spring which is ths
source of one of the main tributary
streams of the Dong Fork of the Tu-
olumne River, and then the summit
of the pass was reached and the
gearch begom for o route sither down
the cliffs or over the main snow fiseld.
The snow field was foo dangerous
to consider but o relatively sale
route was found where the snow
field rom into the rocks, The sun had
meltad oway the snow here and we
found ‘o nerrow,” winding cleit be-
tween the snow ond the cliff. In

1, Discoverad ond recorded by I C. Bussell cn his map, "Exinrin:; Glaglers of the Slerra
Mevadz,” opposile page 310, Fiftieth Avnnuol Report, United States Geologles]l Survey 1883-

1B84—FEgitor.



15 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

places where the boys had to siep
out on the snow, rope belays were
quickly fashioned by George Bloom
and Dr. Bharsmith,

By noon the ettire party of 20
boys and lour Jeadsrs had reached
the bottom of the snow field ond
wers indesd réeady for lunch.

Cn the way down it was noticed
that two great holes had melted ot
in the ice underlying one of the mo
raines. In the bottom of each of these
holes were small, deep ponds of
waoter colered by glacial mud. The
upper pond was the coler of green-
pea soup and the lower ons had
begun to toke on a slightly hluish
tings.

A=z soon as lunch wos over we
staried over the lower edge of the
snow field where the snow weas just
beginning to melt and expose the
underlying ice. Here innumerabls
small streams. of loy water weare
cascading deown, soms of them
heavy with mud fom recent small
avalonchas,

The moraine materal was very

Photo by Horry C. James
Mt. Gibbs Glacler, showing shade jes overloin by maraine. Arfow points 40 o parson,

unstable and the uwimost coution hod
to be exercised when the porty
stepped off the snow and ice and
made its way toward the two areat
pils in the ice.

Al these pits Dr. Sharsmith meade
some skeiches of the sxposed bonks
of lee and ssveral phetegraphs were
made by different members of the
party, The iceaxes were used to
hack out grect chunks of ice for
closer examination, The samples of
ice taken proved to be rather curious
as the ice was peppered with small
bubhlss.

After o coreful survey of the pits
the party started the descent of the
meoraine. These proved to be of
much areater extent thon our view
trom ohowe had lsd us to expect
Moraine meaterial from the south side
of the cirgue wos of grey aromite,
while: that from the north ond
west was of red and wvaricolorad
mefomorphie rock. Below the lorg-
est moraine woas o splandid laoke, its
waiers o vivid blue from Hne glo-
cial mud sill in suspension. Below
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the lgke the moraing molerial was
more compact and the party mads
beiter time in Its long hike down o
Leevining Creek,

A week later Mr. Emmoens Sehen-
ing, one of our Trailfinder leaders,
spotted another section of the alacier
high up the seuth side of the cirque
above the lgke. This section had a

fong, nomow  bergschrund  which
was egsily seen from o ridge above
Lesvining Cresk, obout four miles
ahbove Lesvining.

Mr. cmd Mra: Charles Wilts apotted
this some section o few days later

irom o ridge below the summil of
M. Dana.

THE MARTEN IN THE WOODPILE
By Dorothy R. Maver

Every moming citer o fresh anow-
fall at Glacier Point we were in the
habit of geing out to examine the
telliale tracks in the snow of the
night prowlers. There weas usually a
netweork of irails left by the skunks,
the pack s, mice, a Doualas squir-
rel and very often o coyote would
encircle the house, lock in ot the
windows and doors, then troce o
zigzog course to every rock or tree
where o sqguirrel mighi be hidden,
covering the whole mountain top in
his peripatetic search for food.

Then one moming; late in Feb-
ruary, new tracks joined the collec-
tion on the porch. These were un-
familinr to us ond we could net de-
termine what they were. We traced
them to the woodpile where they
disoppeared between the logs. Later
in the day, while sstting o tray of
crumbs nearby for the ever demaond-
ing javs, we heard a low growl
emerging from the datk recesses of
the wodpile. We retlred to the house
to see what would happen, watching
through the door,

Suddenly the jovs, who were
busily wrangling over the food, flow
off hastily and we sow a sharp little
nose oppear between the logs.
Gradually a marten emerged from
an incredibly normow crevice syelng
the doors suspiciously, hiz rich
brown fur ond busy ioil silhoustted
against the whits snow, At first he

was very nervous and slithered back
into his dark hole with a very quick-
Iy snatched mouthful, but he soon
became more confident and stayed
long encugh ior me to sketch ana
phoiograph him.

We tried fseding him on the porch
where we could chsesrve him from
indoors, bt the jays, ever alert for
a snack, would cleom the plate pe-
fore he could get to it. Then we tried
heolding the food untl he put in an
appearance. But he seldom reap-
peared after a discppointed look
ground, retiring to his guorters in
disgust.

We discoversd our friend had
been living all winter under the
steps at the north end of the house,
his entrance well guarded by the
woodpile, apparently sleeping con-
tentedly until disturbed by the dis-
appearing wall of logs, He, however,
soon discovered the warm, com-
fortable hidesut of the skunks in
the cupboard of the hot water heater
cnd thetsalier teok hiz meals in
there with the skunks.

Our marten never became friend-
v and comfiding like the other in-
habltemts of the mountain houss,
though he waos alwoys near by, We
could hear his various activities un-
der the floor ot his end of the houss
end ot night we could distinguish
his Iootsteps overhead om hi= way
to the woter icmk.
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A Glasier Point Pine. Marten,

Later in March {1949) his first keen
appetite being portially cssuaged
with anything he could gst, his foot-
prinis were discovered in the snow
larther ofield where he had been
rogming in search of o more nat
ural diet of fresh medt, his predatory
instingts once more asserting them-
selyes, The scuirre] holes under the
rocks and trees have o new tracery

oif footpritits added o thoss of the
coyole around thelr decrsieps, and
we are nol caliogether certgin thert
we sllll have two pack rats, Thers Is
an unusual silence under the count
gr and only one appears o be liv-
ing there now. Perhaps they have
gone the way of all flesh when a
marten is cround,

NEW LOCALITY FOR MT, LYELL SALAMANDER
By Charles G. Danferth, Ranger Naiuralisi

On July 8 1949, the writer had
coccasion to hike to the Firelal]l Ledge
goms 900 fest below Owverhanging
Hock ot Glacier Point, The regson
for this trip waos to obtgin, if possible,
some of the glowwoarme | Microe pbofus
angustus) which hed sesn
clinging to' the ertical side of the
Firelall Chiff on Sunday, Tuly 3: when
ane-had been collected,

Lpparantly there was foo long on
intervgl betwesn the initial observa
Hen and the fallowaip, omnd no alow-
worms were seen. In the course of
the ssarch—which tock place short
v after 5 pun—a - small snow-ssep
or spring was located af the junc
tion of the cliff {ace and the sloping
ledge. The exoct source could nol
be seen, as it dripped from o point

bean

slightly back of my ronge of wision
cnd some twenty feet chove me.

It cbserving the flora along the
tiny course of the stream, it occumed
1o me o check the possibility of am-
phibian lile gs well, Under the first
rock overturmed were found 3 small
salomanders which appeared io be
gimilar o the M. Ly=ll aalamaondesrs
previcusly ssen by me (1938) on the
top of Hall Dome, After | made sure
that thers was a small colony pres-
ent, five of them weore eollscted,
placed in alechol and ultimatsly
reached the desk of Associoie Pork
MNatrahst Parker where the identi-
ficetlon was conlirmed.

Since this ls a new locale, o de-
scription of the orea invaolved is im-
portant, A= previously menlioned,
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the general region was bare rock,
{he south portion rising vertically lo
Glacier Point, and the north portion
sloping genlly towards the valley
floor as o wide ledga. The ledgs it-
gelf hoas g steep eastward slope as
well, At the point where the watsr
soze coniocted and -followed the
ledgecliff contact, tiny puddles (B
to 10 inches across) were present
and granite gravel hoad aoocumulated
to a depth of cne to two inches. Tak-
ing odvantoge of this "soll" were
lush moss bonks of perhaps o
square foot area and several pens-
temens. The saolamonders were in
this moist, bul not wel, granite earth,
undemegth smaoll, flatsr rocks. In
the several areas investigoted, the
conditions were the same, with each
rock having two or three Mt Lyell
salamanders  (Hydromantes  platyee
phalus) under it There were also
present mony black beetles, the
identity of which was not ascer
iained.

The whole ledge i= in direct sun-
light for enly three hours or se a
daoy, ond the temperature of the
water kesps the microarea quite
cool. Aside from the small volume
of geep water, the region iz gulle
arid, and i3 only some twenty vards

up the ledge from the ash and burnt
bark resulting from the fire-fall. The
iny pools are a vard or so separ-
aied from their neighbors, and the
salamanders must come into the
open if they are moving about be-
tween the dirtt cccumulations by the
pocls, Bince ne salamanders were
seen in the open, and becouse they
made viclent escope motions when
exposed, it moy be ossumed thot
they are static, or migrate, if at all,
ol night.

(Editor's Note: This mew find adds
io our list of ML Lyell salamender
hebitat creas ond conlorms  wery
closaly to the general micro-descrip-
tion of locoles previously described
from the park. Theze are; Half Dome,
8850 fest; Ledge Tradl, 6700 and
6900 feet: Mt Lyell (necr), 10800
feet; Tenaya Conyon, 5800 Ieet;
Triple Divide Peak (near) 10,700 fest
and Upper Yosemile Fall, 4995 feat,
This form has been collected also at
Poelar Lake, just ouiside the north-
east boundary. It i2 one of the rar-
eal of cnimals, being known only

from about a score of localities, ex-
tending from Sencra Poss south to
Silliman Gap in Seguoia National
Park—H.C.F.)

Mt Lyell Salamemder

Photo by Anderson
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HOT HONEY
By Duane D. Jacobs, Assistant Chief Ranger

On November 28, 1948, Mearshall
B, "Buck” Ewvans (District Bemger,
Chinguapin) and the writer went o
Gin Flat to replage the raconditioned
snow surveying instruments in the
storage locker there. After doing this
and a few other last minate chores
preparatory to the winter season,
wa decided io drive down the Old
Big Oadk Flat Road to the old con-
trol sigton ot what wos formerly
Gentry Ranger Slation.

About a mile ssuth of Gin Flat
while rounding a curve we came
upan g small brown bear weighing
about 1530 pounds who was stonding
in the road bed with his muzzls
buried in the cut bark and o swarm
of wallow jackets buzzing around
him, Hastily rolling up the windows
on our pickup we coosted past him,
then stopped about 150 feet awey.
A= we passed bruin he finglly be-
came cware of the car and tore up
needles and dirt in hiz scramble up
the bank. Hs, too, stopped aobhout o
hundred feet away locking first o
us and back to the yellow jockst
nest. A large gumber of the yellow
jacksts had fsllowed him and we
could see his loese hide twitched

emd jerked frequently as o jackst
penetrated his fur coat and burted o
hot stinger in the flesh. He also tock
frequent swipes with his pows a¢ross
hiz foce and eyes to brush the in-
sects off.

Finally, deciding thot we were
not interested in his yellow jackst
nest and svidently were harmless,
he ambled quickly back to the nest
to finish his feast of yellow jocket
lorvae and pupas plus the food
stored for them to live on. fAs he re-
sumed lunch, the vellow jackets at-
tacked with renewed lury, but bruin
only twitched and wiped them off
his face without missing a bite.
Then, with a final leck around to
see i he hod missed anything, hs
galloped away, indicating that as
long as there was food 1o be had he
could take it but there wasn't any
gsense in being stung for nothing,

In discussing this interesting scane
afterwards, Buck and | definitsly
gureed that here was o bear who
had absorbed enough “heal” from
the stingsrs of those vellow jacksis
to last him through mony an ap-
procching cold winter night.
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Yosemite Chopel in Old Village,

Phota by Anssl Adoms
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