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YOSEMITE
By Frances Hull Topping

[ watched the morning sunlight creeping down the granite
Wdlls of gray El Coplian;

I sow Hali Dome, his crest in shodow slill, stomd immekile,
cnd mythical, and unperturbed

Az some old Indicn warrior turned to stone; | heard the
tumbling waterfall, its shimmering bridal veil

Cascading from its pinnacle to grast the trembling earth
waiting, as bride half shy, the coming of her lord.

The crysial sireams, sxultant from the winter snows, leaping
and rushing in their onward courss,
Seme a wild song, then paused to kiss the sheltered glade,
leaving it bright with dogweood, aspen, and with wild azaleas
Exquisite as orchids, and as rare, and then meandered idly
among the pines omd caks and cedars,
Amid the mged grandeur of the forest monarchs where cnee
the Indicn women ground the ccoms for their pounded bread.

Speak, ancient Monarchs! Tell to me the reason, and how
many years agone, our redskin brothers made their exodus
From this enchanted lemd| Grant to me the secret of vour calml
I stomd, o dwortf, beneath yvour tow'ring helght, but in mv heart
a psalm,
Faor | have stood where Nature is supreme, and God s immoment,

Cover Photo: Yosemite Fall By Anse! Adoms from "Yosemite and the Sierra MNevada' text
by John Mulr, B4 photegrophs by Ansel Adoms. Reproduction by kind permission af Houghicon
Mifflin Company.
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SUMMER VERTEBRATES OF MARIPOSA GROVE
Bn annoloted check list
By Richard G, Beidleman, Ranger Naturalist 1948-13497

The casual wisitor o Marlpesa Animals oeccurring In Yosemile

Grove? is qgenerally so precccupled
with timber stotistice ond  tunnel
iress that s2ldom s a thought given
to the onimal forms which inhabit
the oreqa, Those who are able o
spend a few hours or doys within
the Grove, howevar, =zoon becoms
rware of a multitude of interesting
animals which, by their varying -
tivity, assume more appedling pro-
portone over g peried of time than
do the sedentary tress.

Nertionel Park have been described
in a number of publications, includ-
Ing Grinnell and Storer (1924), Beatty
and Horwell (1938), Walker (1946)
cid Evans and Wallis (1948), and o
comprehensive guide to Moariposa
Grove waos written in 1949 by Me-
Farland; but gside from brief articles
in Yosemite Nature Notes thers hos
been no aitempt to compile a check
list of the vertsbrate animals of the
Srovs.

Maoriposa Geove Mussum

| Contdbuation frem the Zooloay Departmsnt, Colerade A and M College, Fort Cellins, Coloroda.

Z Elevatlon about 600 fest,
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This publication partally reciifies
that omission by presenting an init-
ial survey of the area’s inhabitomts,
based upon articles in Yosemite Na-
ture Maotes, ronger reparts in the Yo-
semite Museum library, ond fHeld
ocbzervations by various individuals.
Most of the 1948 and 1949 ohservo-
tions wers made by this cuthor. The
compilation of data has produced a
check list including seventy-nine dif-
ferent vertebrates—two fishes, three
amphibicns, four reptiles, fifty-four
birds and sixteen mammals—which
the wvisitor may encounter during «
summer in Mariposa Grove, g listing
which, as vet, is by no means com-
plete,

The onimals are, in general, ar
ranged toxenomically, and o com-
ment has been made about the dis-

iribution or abundemee of each, Ver-
tebrates  included are those en-
countered during the summer months
from the lost of Moy through early
September. The area coversd by
this report: Iz approximately the
scme as shown on the map in M
Forland's guide, from the Sentinels
on the west to the adge of the park
on the =ast and from the loop trail
on the north to Rattlesnoke Creek
on the south.

I would like to express myv apore:
ciation to Associate Pork Naturalist
Harry ©. Parker, District Bonger
Harry During and Hanger Clifford
Anderson?® for clarification of some
mammal records, It is hoped that
this listing will stimulate additions
to the known vertebrate inhabitomis
of Mariposa Grove of Big Trees.

COLD-BLOODED VERTEBRATES

Becouse of limited field work and
sporse records, Yew fishes, amphi-
bhigns and reptiles are known from
the Grove. The restricted first popu-
lation i= explainable on the grounds
that, aside from small Rotlesnoke
Cresk, there is little suitable environ-

ment, Such fish as do exist can prob-
ably trace their cmcestry back o
plonted individuals., Reptiles and
amphibions ore undoubtedly more
common thon the record indicotes,
as habitats suitable for their survival
Ore Numerous,

FISH
Trout, Eastern Brook {Solvelinus fontisalis) @ Slighlly more common in Rotlegnake Creek than

the rainbow trout. Mosi individuals are amall

Trout: Retobow (Salmo gairdnierti) A wvery few in Rotlesnoke Creek, mostly small onss.
AMPHIELANS

Nowt, Sterra (Triturus sievene]; Falrly common in meigt aregs, in er under roting wood. A num-
bar wera found In moist meodows norfthwest of the campgreund in 1949,

Salomander. Sierra Mevada {Ensatina sierae)
rewi, of lecst in 1948,

In similar areas but not os commeon s Sleres

Treedoad, Padlic (Hvla reqlfla): Only one specimen was found in 1949, under the porch of
the ronger nofuralisi cabing undoubtedly this omphibion ie more common thon the record

suggests.

3 Now stationed at Mulr Weods Notional Menumeni, California.
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REFTILES

Lizard, Blue-bellied (Seeloporus spp.): This represents the most common type of lizard in the
area but no exaomination was mods 1o determine which Epecies occur,

Lizard, Sierra Alligator | CGerthanolus roermlens rmrm.wi]; Ofien found under wood or rocks in
dry mreas:

Snake. Paciflc Rubber ((lwring hotloe botiae ) This is probably the area's meal common snake,
having bean recorded on several ccoasions, sspecially in the Upper Grove. In 1948 g visilor
mistack cne crawling up the General Sherdon tree for an eel.

Ratflesnake, Pacific (Crotolos wiridos oregaris ) - Cocastonally ssen arcund  rocky Wawona
Foint. The nome “"Aottlesnoke Cresk™ mor hove some significomes, bul (his guihor hos
soon no raftlers in ite vicinity,

WARM-BLOODED VERTEBRATES
BIRDS

Include=e In this st are only those birds which hove besn ancountered In the Grove during
the summer months; Although not always indleated. many of thess probably nest within the
limits of the area. Methodical population studies in the various habltols of Maripoea Grove
would undoubtedly provide additlons! informaton on the species of birds present and their
digtribution.

Pelican, White (Pelocanus crvthrochynchos): Very rare, of course. & large fock was obesrvsd
tlying ever Wowona Peint on June 189, 1941,

Vulturo, Torkey (Cathartis aura): An uncommaen wizier of this slevation. Twe were feporied
weal of the Big Trees Ronger Siation In 1933 end obe wos seen over the compground
in 1949,

Goshawl, Western | Astur olricopillus sirtutulug) : Ons was collected In 1930 and on several
ocoasiens in 1948 one was seen fHying over ke Grove.

Hawk, Sharp-shinned {Avcipiter velox) : Ons was observed In 1342,

Howk. Cooper's [Accipiter cooperl}: A& pessible individual was observed near Batlesnake
Creek soulh of the compground in 1949,

Hawk, Wastern Heddailed (Bulen bormlis calirns) - Saen aooasionally owver the Growe, Tail
feathers were found on the loap trail north of the samporotnd in 1949,

Haowle, Eastern Sparrow (alo spareeries gpanveries )+ Saveral small faloons, undoubtedly spar-
row howks, ware abserved in 1948 ond 1948,

Grouse. Sierra ‘Derlrjmﬂnplu fnfr'“frmaug s.ig-rrm.-]: Fairly common bhul seldom seen, Tellow drop-
pings are often found of the base of rocal trees, )

Quall, Plumed ((huorlyy picts picto ) Although not cltan observed, the numerous distinctive
calls of this bird suggest thal 1t is foirly comman, In 1042 thres wors seen crossing the
road chove the Grzely Giant,

Pigeon, Bandtailed (Colwnba fosciabe lesclota): An uncommon wvisitor ot this elevation, One
wirs observed in o treetop west of the compground on Augual 15, 1949, and aeveral wers
geen in flight over the Elleds Meadows trail al the southeasi edee of the Cirove on August
25, 1548,

Owl Paciic Homad (Hubo wirginianns pacificus) -One was shserved i 1940, Pralsbly more
comimon than the aingle record suggesis.

Owl, Calilornia Plgmy (Glavcidives grome colifornionm | Commanly ccours at Jowar slevations
thon the Growve bul one wae heard en several cccoslons in August of 1949 near the
comparound,
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Plumed Cuell

Swilt, White-throated ( Aeronanlis sixolais saxatalis): Thees can ofien be s8Ik performing oWwer
Wowono Point, In 1949 they were also seen on one pecosion over the comporound.

Hummingbird, Calliepe {Stellule wulliope): Occosionally sesn ot flowsrs in the molst meadows
of the areq, More common i Bilado Meadowe 1o the easl.

Flicker, Red-shafled (Caloptes coler eollaris): & fadrly common nesting residant.

Woodpecker, Western Fileated {Creophioens pileains pleinns): Qeoasionally encounterad in the
Grave. In 1949 one waos gesn at the edoe of the comparound ond one along the trail from
lhe museum to the Gelezly Glont,

Sapsucker, Scuthern Red-breasted | Sphwapices raries doggeiti) . Cccosionally encountsred, There
lz a 1939 nesling record,

Sapsucker, Willlamson's { Sphvropicus Jflyrul'rjn:'lu I!Ill:.vr.lﬁ{e'uﬁ:l: A femals was ckhserved on Wawona
Point in 1248

Woodpecker, Madoe { Drvohates villosas ories) : Fairly common in the Grove.

Woodpecker, Northern White-headed ([drvabates ollolerratus albolormates) . A common nesting
resident of the orea. Tweo nests with young near the museum weis destroved by thought-
less wigltors in 1943,

Flycatcher. Wright's (Empidonaxy wrighti) s In past vears this brd hos been both chesrved and
pollected in the Grove

Flycatcher, Western (Empidonux diflficilis. difficilis) . Bscorded as o nesting bird in the orea
in 1943

Pewee, Western Wood { Myiwehunes eichardsont richordsoni) . A common nesting resident through-
cut ths area.

Flycaicher, Olive-sided {Nultollvenis meselomns) 0 In 1941 tha song of this bied woas repored
as feequently head in the Grove. ’

Swallow, Vielet-green {Tachvcireta thalassing lopicla): - Coeastonally cbserved flying in flocks
over the Grove but much more comman al Blieds Meadows to the east,

Jay., Blue-drented (Cwinocitka stellori framtalis): A common nesting resident.
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Chickades, Short-tailad I:Fn-rllpmxirs gnrnr.u:'rf :ll!.lLrl.'J.'iqu:_l: A commen nesting rasident.

Bush-tit, Colifornia (Psaltriporos: minimes coliformices) s One was collocied from the Grove on
Auguet 14, 1230

Nuthatch, Red-breasted { Sittu conadeisiz) © The most commen of the nufhoiches:

Nuthateh, Bladleoared (Sitin pypmosn wedanells): One wos recorded le 1936, Probably more
common than this cne record Ipdicates but hardly os common as the red-bréasted nuthaich,

Creeper, Slerra (Certhin familioris zolales): Foirly commen.

Wren, Western House (Troglodvies wedon porkmoni): Occasionally: seen arcund mels! areas, On
gevaral occasions ln 1249 they were observed ploving omeong uplurmned sequoin rools in
the maadow belaw the museum.

Wren, Common Hocle (Salpinctes alsoletns ohsalos) . Cecaslenally seen among the mocks al
Worwono Point.

Robin, Western {Turdus rdiratorivg propinques) | A commeon nesting bird of 1he areo

Thursh, Sterra Hermit [Hylocichle getiols sequeoiensis) . Foirly common. There ars several nesing
TRcords,

Solitaire, Townsend's {Myudestes fownsend!] s Reporiad a5 a fairly common nésting reaidsnt in
the Grove, In 1949 only one was seen, along the Bilede Meadows trail,

Kinglet. Western Golden-crowned (Megulus sadropa ellnceush: Faidly coimmen in the Grove,
Citen geen in conifers alang the upper loop trail,

Einglet. Western Ruby-crowned (Cuorthvlio calendula cingracens) : Reported as {oirly commen but
lzee ko than the golden-crowned kinglet in 1948 and 1949,

Warbler, Calaveras (Vermivorn mificapilla rdgewayi): Common, especially aleng ths loop fomil
rarih af the campground and in the meodow balow the mussum in 1948,

Warbler., California Yellow {[endmica acstivn breocsteri ;. Occastonally sesn in moist meodow
areas, though nol abaerved by this auther,

Warbler, Audubon’s { Dendraiva audebani avdabent) ; Poirlty commen in some areas os Calaveras
warbler,

Warbler, Black-throated Gray (Dendrides nlgreseiss): Commen in same orens s Colaverss
warkler.

Warbler, Hermit {Dendrica ocoidentolis): Common in some areas gs Coloveras warbler

Warbler. Macqillivtay's ((Jporarnis  fulmiei}: Foirly commen in some areas as Colaveras
warbier.

Warbler, Gelden Pileolated (Wilsonia pasille chevseolal . Foitly commeon in some creos =s
Calaveros warkler.

Tanager, Western | Plrangn ludoridene) . A feirly commen nesting realdent.
Grosbeak. Black-headed Hf:ah'ﬂrwll's rrLl']urluﬁ:pulmlll:ls |r|1'!|:|u|.ll'1'p#mll||.‘~_:|: & dgirly common resident.

Grosheak, Western Evening (Hesperipliona vesporing brooksi): Ope was observed nsar the
museum in July of 1948,

Finch, Cassin's Purple (Curpodacus cassinil: Cne was recorded In 1942 and thie author saw sne
parened an tha museum porch in July of 1848,

Sigkin, Northern Plne |Spinus pines pinus): Becorded in 1942 bt is updoubtedly more common.

Herma1 Todswim

WARBLLRS OF TOSEMITE
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Towhee, Gresodalied (Obechalsern chlorurn): Raporied as folily commen in the past but sene
wore &=en in sither 1948 or 1848 '

Towhese. Sacromanie Brown [Pipls fuscus corolae): Ooe was observed by ihis guthor in g meap.
sonita bush olong: the loop frall cbou! cte mile north of the compground in 1943

Junco, Thurber's [ Junen arepanns theeligri) : A comman nesting residand

Sparrow. Tosemite Fox { Passorelle llaco mworiposoe) © Faltly common o the ares, especiolly in
the moisl meoadows.

MAMMALS

The iotal mammaol population «f en orea: is
ditfioult to delermine without extensive e
gearch tropping. The icllowing Hst, therelors,
gan by no meons be considared complete, ds
il 35 based on litlle field work Undoubledly,
the bobeat should Be added 1o the list, though
this cuthor hos ssen nelther signs nar records
of 1he animal (it hos been obsorved near the
South Entroncs, however); there ore severol
epecies of bals eccurdng  throughout  the
Grove, sspecially above Wawana Painl in the
sarly evening, which have not bsen Included
becouse pone could be positively identified;
the mountain lion has been recorded from
the Wowona area and may well range into
the Grove, although there are nio such res
ards, In addition 1o thess poseible residents,
there are probably several small redents
and shrews which sshould be inciuded. Fur-
ther Held work will be necesacry before o
cemprehensive picture of the Grove's mam-
mal population can be ablgined

Fhola by L. G. Beldlrwen

Long-eored  Chipmunk

Bear, Black (Euaretas amerirprus ) Saveral ‘beare ara e ba found in the Grove ol almes! any
time, Thay typically roid the garbangs cans i the [@le allernoon or evanlng

Raccoon (Proeyen lowr}: A frequent noeturnal wisitar ot Big Tree compground and probably
elarwhere In the orea.

Weasel, Mounlain (Musiels frenatn): These animzls hove been obssrved in the Srove on al
leabt- two ctogsions in' the post and are presumably resident in small numbers,

Fox, Gray (Llmicyon cimereoorgenteas): Tn 1948 one fox wos cbserved crossing the road below
Wowana Paint ond what oppeared 1o be an old den wos discovered cbout a guorter-of a
mile south af {he museum, Obesrvatione of |he amy fox in the Grove bove alue besn made
by Rongers During ond Eingaman in the pasl 3o the onimal is prebably resident in small
numbers, [1 is at the upper limit of s oititcding]l range in the park here.

Coyote, Mountain (Canis latrans): Although this outhor has not actially seen coysies in the
ar=q, presence of trocks and scats [dung) ‘suggesis that they occur fairly commeanly, Digirel
Ranger During repords them as Yusually numerous in early foil"”

Mermet, Southern Sierra (Marmots flaviventris) 1One wos chessrved in 1938 al fhe Wawansa
Tree. Not commen of the slevation of the Grove

Ground Seulrrel, Sierra |:{.-HrHr|r f:ll'i'r]'lr‘:l'l m'r:rw:l- This specias hoap astgblished itsall In burrews
along the rood above ond below the Grizzly Giont end possibly. elsewhers |0 the Grove,

Ground Squirrel. Gelden-montled | iallis |!r||nm|'ru:| Commen througheul the area

Chipmunk, Longeared (Eutuminy quodrimacolutis): Less csmmon than the Tahos Chipmunk
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Chipmunk, Tehoe {Eukomias speciosus) - Common throughous the area.
Chickares. Bierra {Sclurus douglasii}; Commoeon throughout the anea.

Squirrel, Calilornia Gray { Sednrers grisens) . Much less common than the chickaree, Cnly thres
were observed by this cuthor in 1848, If ie more comman gl lower elevalions,

Gopher. Sierra Wevada Pocket { Thwnumys wantivaliy: These rodents ccour in restricked numl
In gome smoll meodews of (he ored, espscially aleng ths leop trall north of the comp-
graund whete in 1849 their diggings waere gulte avident

Mouse. Gombel Whitedosted | Peroimeyvscus o ulatus gumibeli): Thia iz the area’s most common
mammal but is seldom gotusliy geen becouss of s nocturnal hablla. ve-tropping expert-
menis during the summer ol 1948 indicated that it weould be possible 1o trop one or mote
af thase mice In a single locallly nighily for o considerable period of time before sxhousting
the populotion. Over o forty-five -j-::r interval the auther trepped about the szms number
of mice in his tenl cabln.

Forcupine, Yellow-haired (Erethizon dersatum): Coeaslenally seen in the gres. In 18949 o small
porcuping  woa | chserved olong Rolilescoake Creek scuth of the compground; ancthar
waddled through the hale @t the base of the Haverford Tree, leaving a troil of guills
behind kim,

Deer, Mule ({ddocsilens hemiosns): Commeon throughout the area. Two newborn fawns ware
discoverad within o hundred fesl of the lgop rmoad in the Upper Grove o 1949, The desr

especiolly congregate of the Grizely Giopt, the Follen Monorch and around the museum in
lote aftsrmoon,

Plder By sLirads

ellow-haoired Percuplone with Young
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NEW BIRD RECORD
By Harry C. Parker, Associate Park Naturalist

During the hegvy snowstorm of
April 8, 1950, Mr. Hilmer Oehimenn
was surprised to ses in his yord a
bright, male vellow-headed black-
bird (Xanthocepbalus  xanthocepbalus)
with o mixed flock of other black-
birds cnd cowbirds. The birds were
relatively unafraid, seemingly con-
cerned chiefly with finding food and
shelter under the severe weather
conditions. The feeding station was
kept supplied and the birds, includ-
ing the yellow-head, remained in the
vicinity until the next dery.

While this is not the first record for
the park of this species, it is a very
rare occurrence, being the filth rec-
ord that we can uncover. Grinnell
and Storer in "Animol Life in the
Yosemite" make this stciement:
"The Yellow-headed Blackbird be-
lonas to the fields cnd mershes of

the lowlands, hence is not often en-
countered in the Yosemite section
.« . In 1919 there were exhibiled in
the Park Superintendent's office in
Yosemite Valley, a male . . . which
was said to have been killed ‘almost
at the door of Sentinel Hotel about
lanuary, 1817." " This specimen, pre-
pared by the late Chisf Ranger For-
ezt Townsley, iz now in the study
collection of the Yosemite Museum,

The other records which we con
find are; 1925, Spring; near the site
of the Ahwahnee Hotel, one seen by
Herbert Sonn; August 18, Bridalveil
Meadew, Yosemitse Valley, one
young male collected by D, D, Me-
Leon and now in the Yosemite Mu-
seum collection; 1930, Moy B-11,

nedar the Administration Building,
Government Center, one, Hrst seen
by Ranger Homer Hovt,
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