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This is one of a series of bulletins issued from time to time for
the information of those interested in the natural history and scientific
features of the park am the educational opportunities the park affords for
the study of these subjects.

Utilization of these bulletins by those receiving them to the end
hat the information contained therein might be as extensively distributed
B8 D0s5sible will be appreciated.
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THE BOOTHE LAKE CAMP

€an you feel a thrill in tramping over unexplorsd granite heiphts?
Do you find a satisfaction in discovering unnamed and unmapped glacial lakes?®
Have you a lows for the situations of the Sierra timberlinﬂ?

fhen hie you to that wonderland about thse Tuolumme Pass now made
accessible by the Boothe Lake Camp. This third camp in the present series of
five HIKERS' CAMPS is nearly two miles higher than San Francisco. It is
located upon a perfect gem of a rock-bound lake, unnamed upon maps, but for
some time designated locally as Boothe Lake, Before the camp sprosads a front-
age of white sandy beach and the entire lemgth of this alpine lake beauty.
Hemmed in at the back by picturesque c¢liffs, the tents are well protscted
from chill winds, which at this altitude may male nights seem wintry,



In leaving Merced laks Camp, proviously desoribed, hikers will travel
up the Merced Canyon about one mile to the conflucmee of the Herced and the
LaClure Fork. Here trails branch off to the lefi, and the traveler may
choose between tha well constructed Bahcocx Lake Trail, which parallels Fletch-
er Cresk, or the longer, more difficult, anmd more epectacular Vogelsang Pass
Trail. Both of these irails eross Tuolumne Fass. Jf Fletcher Creek is fol-
lowed, an ascent is made upon the shining granite slopes with the happy plash-
ing stream over close at hand. A glacier-modeled dcme crowns the swmmit from
which the stream seems to pour, and if the climber will leave the trail here
and follow for a short distance along the base of the dome, beautiful Babeock
Lake is disclosed. Thisz exguisite little adornment o the granite landscaps
cammot be seen from the trail, but the BEoothe lake-bound hiker should not
fail %o take tha few extra steps 13G8ssary to view it, Boyond the previously
menticaed dome the trail traverss: 2 series of heautifuiy meadows. These green
8XDAnses were onee glacial lakes. Iike the sncient lake Yosemite of Yosemite
Vallsy they have been filled wita sands broug™t to them by feeding streams from
rasses of disintegrating granite which urrciil them. Cresses and low-grow-
ing plants carpet them, but the adjacent stands of Todiepole Pine have not yet
invaded their green spread. In ths meadows Fletcher Cresk meanders through
many deep pools, and it is reported that trout are nmumerous and very huniry.
the rare Golden Trout, which were planted in Fletcher laka, scuotimes make
ihair way to these pools of the creek and may be taken here.

Ho hiker will overlocok the preserceof the characteristic little
dwe_lar of the hich count:y meadows, for he graets every passerby with a
checring whistle, Hs will be seen sitting stiffly erect with fore paws re-
c¢liiing on his breast. This interssting rodent is a hish country ground
squirrel and because of his msual erect posturs has besn called "Picket Pin",

Po the righ%t of the meadows Vooalseng Feak rears its jagped summits
apcve the sky line. Two glaciers, vhich once headsd upon this mountain, cut
enormous amphi theatres in the moumtain top. They provide splondid oppor-
tunity to stusy glacial eirgques at first hand. Near the upper end of the
meadows thers is again opportumity to make a short sids trip to ths loft of
the trail and gain a view of rock-bound Emerisk ILaks.

From here on, bulging franite masses anl rich-bogsy meadows dkter-
nate. HNumerous shallow pools cornfuse the hiker, making his first trip, as o
whether or not some of the lar;e ones nay be Bocthe Lalm. However, on passing
finally from a heavy stand of Lodgepols Pine onto unforested slopes, one sead
unfolded an unexpected view of the heather-bordered, cliff-enclosed Boothe Lake
Just below. Ths lover of the mow tains who presides and provides at this
hosaica produaces savory and satisfying meals at 754 each and beds for 75¢ a
night. It should bs understood that this c¢amp is tn the very backbone of
the Cathedral Range, which sxtanls for milss both east and west, The many
little~vigited vonders of these summits will induce any Iover of the high places
to remain longer than first plans claimed.

The Yosemite Nature Guide Service schedules regular trips into ths
back country openad up by Hikers! Camps, Visitors interested in making the
trio with a scientist, who thoroughly kmows the natural history of the Sierras,
m2y obiain information at the Yosemite Musewm. The (uide servics is free.
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WEASZT AND EIEFRA JUNGO

On the morning of July 23 the alarm notes of many Juncos were heard
coming from a clump of willows that grew on the dry graveli-iar. On approuch-
ing the thickst to learn the ocause of the alarm, we discovered that a number
of Spurrsd Towhees were banded with the Junoos adding their notes to the gsnersl
eomotion. The center of concern appeared to be some object on the ground. The
bixds were perched low in the bushes and they moved about, hopping from branch
to branch vhile they kept us a4 constant chatter. The cause of the exci‘ement
wae a4t once apparent when a handsome weasel left the cover of brush and trotted
out onio the open .ravel-bar. Weasels may be undesirables, but this litsle fel=
low was certainly attractive, with his soft, yellow pelage and his long yellow,
black %ipped tall. In foraging, the weasel traveled a hundred yards and all the
while ha vwas-followed by e flock of protesting Juncos. Finally he went into a
hole amoug the willow roots, ard then his tormenitors went their varlous ways o
sontinue peacefully their searcn for food.

LbONEFY FLOVERS

The Yosemite visitor who clinbs to Glacier Poins by the Ledge Trail
and returns by the Four Lils Trail will meet with three of the most conspicuous
of the Monkey Flowers, Along the uppsr half of the Ledye Trail the comuon Yellow
Lioukey Flower (liimmlus luteus) makes ;rimaces at the wesry climbers, while the
beautiful Pink lionkey Flower {Mimulus lewsii), often growing in freat beds, seem
to be trying to cheer the weary ones on, Thers the Four I“ile Trail crosses tha
erecic which comes down beside Sentinel Rook, the Scarlet llonkey Flower (Mimulus
cardinalis) can hardly fail to attract the attention of all who 285

NATURE GUIDE PARTY RETURNS FROM BIX DAY HIKE

"I enjoyed every minute of the trip.” "I am sorry this is the last
day." "I am going to take this trip sgain some day." These and similar exzpres-
sloug were heard from members of the mature guide party which made the trip inwo
the ik country starting July 21 and returning July 25, The five Hikers' Camps
are so0 located that the trip batween camps can be made easily sach day with tine
for resting, fishing, or exploring the reglon mear by. In Littls Yosemite tracks
which looked like those of a dog arcused the curiosity of the pariy, which decided
they were made by a coyote. Later in the day a coyote was hoard howling., Om the
last day, near Lake Tenaya, a coyote was seen loping across the meadow. Dser
were very numerous between ILi%tle Yosemite and Lake larced. A4 group of five
bucks wers much admired. A Sierra Grouse with two young chiocks strutted before
us alons the trail for soms distance and finally perched on a rock nearby and
posed while all had a fine view of her. A marmot and rosy finches wers seen a¥
Fletcher lake, The White Barked Pines above Evelyn lake showed the battle they
are naving with the elements at that high altitude, and the Alpine Willows, only
a few inches hiih, were noted as an excelleni example of the adaptation of a plang
to unfavorable conditions. Evidences of glaciazl action were observed all along
the way, but when the party reached the Lyell Fork of the Tuolumne River, with




fact tha gams way 43 thosa
which acﬂuﬁie‘g'. the lower ragious in thes (Glacial Perind. Fishing proved to be
fairly good, and the amateur _hotopravhers had many opportunities to (gt views
of the near and distant mountains. : :

The MNature Guide Service will conduct amother jarty over hi:h country
trails the wesk begimming Ay ust 4. Peservation for this trip should be made
at the Tosemite Iuseum.

DROUGHT AND YOSFUITE FLORA

One of The most important conditions for nlant growil is molsture.
Abundanca of soil moisture is reguisite for flower forrwtion. This explains ‘the
noticeable lack of flowers in the park at the present time amd the smaller unuhe®
of fiowvers this season as compared with other seasons. This ssason is a irying
one for all plant growth. One wonders how many plants can ezist at all. Yet
on the vhole the affect of the drought is not as severe as it would seem. The
trees in the Valley retain their freshness to a remarkable degroe and show no
ill efiects. On the ledees the golden cup oak is losing somsvhat the luster of
its leaves, and in places above the Valley some of the pine naadles are Turning
yellow and brown, no doubt due to the isck of waster in the soil. lisny small firs
have a scorched appearance and frequsntly one finds small trses that have entlire-
ly succumbed. On the whole, however, the %vreos of the park are retaining their
green c¢olor and their freshness in spite of the lack of moisturs.

TELLIIG YOSELITE'S STORY
Fo. 10 - Glacial Lioraines of Yosemi ta.
Would you see a .wraine in the srocess of building?

- The Lysll Glacier on the north side of Mt, Tyell®s 13,000 foot summik
is nosing uw a great ridye of broken rock debris as even as a railroad grade in
cantour and tyoical in all resyects. At the ends of the other small jlaciers o
the park sioil r rock masses zre accumulating. At thess living . lzciers, morains
ey be seen at their best, but throuchout the preater eri of the park ancient
moraings may be found in varicus sta.es of decay.

1t was the moraines, which ;ave lir. F. E. Matthes a key to the interpre-
tation of the story of Yosewite. Because of the thouszids of yesrsof veathering
to which these placial evidences have been subjected, it is not al-ays easy %o
recognize them, Certain it is that they camnot be stndied as a whole from some
point of vantare. Thay 4re in many cases overgrown with forests anmd chapraral,
and the¢ scientist may read their secrets omly by laborious work on hands and knec-
undsr the manzanita.

In Wumber 6 of this series of notu: reference has been made to the far.
mipal moraine at El Capitan, and the important psrt it played in forming ths Val-
ley's flat floor. In Iittle Ypsewite the Merced Glacier, as it wvetreated, hasi-
tated sufficiently at three diffsrent points to serape us small termiznal woraines.
On ths slopes above Little Yooowite remarkable lateral soraines vere denosited at
the sides of the glacier. At the head of Yosemite Vally the debris riding on ths
sides of the Tenaya Glacier and the Vorced Glacier wera umited at the conflusnce
of these ice streams, and their combined accunmwlations have formsd a large medisl
morainge. At Glacier Point a woraine was formed, which hss besa so disintesrated
by thz elements that only a trained geolo.ist would suspect its vressnce. Yosom-

ite Bational Park affors an ideal arsa in which to stody £laciers and glacier
monumantE,







