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This is one of a series of bulletins issued from tims to time for the
informtion of %hosse interested in the natu:~1 history and scientific features
of the park and the educational opportunitics the park affords for the study of
these subjects.

Utilization of thesa bulletins by those receiving them to the end thas
the information coptained therein miht be as extensively distributed as possible

will be appreciated.

W% B lewis, Superintexmlent
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IMPRESSIONS

.. Thers ara tvo kinds of impressiomns, as related to Yosénmite wisitors.
Ohe 1% the impression made on the visitor, and the other is the impression lefd
on the Valley. This note refers to th¥ #mpressions left by the visitors.

Eost visitors come in an automobile. The machine stirs up a cloud of
dust and 4is {one. The Just sattles in a mew place, and the record is soon rewrit-
ten by another machine. A hundrcd thousand tourists may leave no greater impres-
gion than this.

There is the Mariposz Batallion, which came up here in 1851 - the first
vhite men Yo visit the repion. This was only avout seveniy-five yoars ago, yet
any record of their visit is a curiosity =21 is on exhibivion at the Yosemite
Musgunm,

And the Yosaniite Indiansl Yhat of thso? The only evidences written in
the Valley are the mortar holes where they uwsed to prind acorns for meal. Hare
amd there ors pay find a chip of cbsidian *that “laked off vhen they wera fashion-
ing arrov heads.  The rest is handed down in nyih and stoxy.

May it not, bemid of Yosemite, "What is man that Thou art mindful of him?"



The visitor which made the greatest impression came some 20,000 yesrs
ag0. It appeared silently without the sound of a trumpst or the glare of steel.
There was a snow storm up on the summit of Mt. Iyell. Then there was another snow
storm, and they kept adding to the acoumulation until a great smow fiell covered
Iyell, Clark, Hoffman, emd the others. It became nearly a thousand feet thick
and 30 massive that it moved down the mountain sides to the valleys. This huge
ice sheet piclked up the loose granite debris from these summits and quarried the
sides of Tenaya and Little Yosemite. Jt polished Liberty Cap and Mount Broderick
and hewed out granite rock basis for BEmerald Pool, Merced, and Boothe, and other
summit lakes. All marking s on the (ranite were erased, and, when the g¢resat glacier
retreated, the walls were as new.

The first post glacial visitors wers descendants of-the old inhabitants.
‘They marched into the valley in single file. At the head of the oak column came
the huckleberry oak because it was more congemnial for it to live nearest the
glagier. - Then up out of the dry country eame the Golden Cup Oak and, whon the
talus formed, it took a stand near the cliffs. The Hellogg Black Oak came about
the same time and stood senfipsl-like on the open plain of the old lake bottom.
The march of the oaks was up hill work and wis accomplished with the assistance of
squirrels who buried the acorns. v

z . The pines came by the wind express usually on the afternoom up-valley

« was ths white bark pine. Then came the mountain pine, with the Jeffrey close om
its heels. The sugar, lodye pole, and yellow were later arrivals. The conifers
are only now begimning to etch their record upon the granite cliffs and domes.

With the - seid secretion of their roots they make sketches upon the rocky walls |
ard with the expamsion of prowth they flake off mew pajes. The story that they are |

writing is ons of plant succession and today is but the ﬂ rst chapter of their
Ampressions.

The glacier coaxed some plants, like the Alpine wﬂlw and the sorrel, up
into the high spots and then went off and left them. The weather is still congenial
to these gold-seeking plants, and they live in islands, so to speak, way up in the

_high Sierras. They do not visit snd mingle back and forth because the valleys are
_too. warm for cross roads. Vhen the refriperation was more general, thosse plants
may have paved the valleys. Now they are marooned mountain hiph - stranded as it
wore- on a stern and rock bound coast.

And we mast not Lo on with our description of plant impressions unmindful
of the lichens and mosses. Their work goes back to the time of the first Yosemite
plants, curlous irowths that crept upom the rocks for a lony time befors man ap-
peared. The lichens may have remained 1ike magic whem only the top of Half Dome
and a few others broke the ice waves. It must have been a cheerless period of
cold, yet these tiny plants may have carried on during the age of the ice and rock
giants, and their wee writings are still going on preparing the way for less hardy
followers.

The latest arrivals have only lately ventured onto the valley floor. They
take up the coarse soil, live their spen of life, and then die. Thay add a 1little
it of hums and thereby are slovly darkening the top layer., The common locust and
the elm are such and were brought by the colomist. The curly dock, sorrel, and
knotweed of the yards stole in with the garden seeds. So ¢came the gommon plantain
and red clover. And there are others like the white daisy, obickory, and bouncing
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m; - each seed being a monmopland. The foremost in rank of the pine battaliom
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bet that have not reached here. Some like the burdock, beggars tick, and cockle-
bur 2re always hooking rides. They have not yet stolen into the Yosemite. Lst
it .be hoped that they will not be allowed within the park limits. May fosemite
be one place where the mative pranites way Je writien wptn by cative plaugs in

8 native ton.me., For hersin may visitors come 2ud se2? ni stovy peiny wriviow in
the american way - as it wa hefors Amerida vwas known to Kbiropa.

_ The Blank-tﬁmateﬂ. orey wc.rbler is one of the ‘ﬂﬂm&n sumner vi sit.nnts
to the Yoseuite Valley. It is a bird of the oaks, —artd¢iflarly of the Chryso-

‘lopds oaks, and therefore it is mos% 1lkely to be seem on the oel-cowred talus,

slopes. During the latter half of Auust, 1924, however, it vas often fouml in’
thé willow thigkets alon; the river. Perhaps t‘m e,q,lﬂnatinn of the muusual Lew=
havior of the Black-throated yray is to be found in the excessive drymess of the
séason, like most birds, these warblers love their bath., The small streams that
tumble or trinkle down the cliffs in'normal years are this yeap. .absolutely dry,
and the bimds of fhe hrush—cwnrad 'r.ral‘u are forced %0 coms to the main river to
drink and to ha'hhﬂ. ' !

; Mhe Black-throated {;:asr m:ahr like rany otha“.r: Icigls of ‘nirds. chooses
& shallow pool at the edye of the stream in whieh %o bathe. He squats low, dip-
ping and flapoing his vings to thorouchly veat the wetel through his feathers,

Recently 2 mature class had .the pleasure of watching a Hairy Toodpecker taka a

bath. This bird did not choose a shallow pool but worked down a branch of-a fal
len and partly submeriged tree that overhung the river.'“/"hem the wogdnackar |
reached the water, he dipped under and st11l olinging to the branch he beat the
water with his wings, talking a.plumge ra"‘her than asstower bath, ;

‘The swallows, swifts, and some of the flyecatchers hava still a differen
system of taking a bsth. The swallows and swifts skim low ovar the water, dippd
now and then to break the surface ani scatter spray; ther %aks their bath on the
wing, as it were., “hen satisfied with their we'tinz, the swa'lows coma 0 2
peérch to preen, but the swifts must preen on the wing &8s they are mever seeh o
com§ to rerch, The flyostchers hover ove:r the surface of the wa¥er and vay
eautiously take their dip. They (o to 8@ perch on e deal twig o do ‘hair piae
but often it may take several of these cautious littls dips to quits sawi=iy
that they have had a bath.

YOSEMIWR'S VANISHED MOUNTAIN SHEEP

Fifty years ago, only a comparatively few —rosnectors, sheep men, and
that devotes of Hich fierra worship, John Muir, ever venetrate? the Yosemiie
wilds that then harbored the .iost splendid of Siarra animals, "Big Horn" or
Mountain Sheep (Ovis oanadensis sisexres). Yot the rifles of thosa few Lun 1y
miners snd wutfon fed sheep herders in an innredi'-:r":,r ghort tims wiped the native
Yosemite sheep out of existence. Ir svite of the Zeat thet Mountein Shoep fre-

. Quented only the highest, most desolate, and imaccessille erests, thay eapidly
- became extinct so far a: Yosemite wss concermed. Proobabdly early dsy sporfsmen

aocounted for a few of the animals, but the sxtinction of the raecs ocan voaschn-
ably be ehurged against the miners vho rushed to Tioga and Masmoth in 180LF snd
again in the seventies. later ~hen comesiic sheep invaded the hish = sses, the
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~ herders did their it im the . "mopping up". Now the Yosemite visitor must be

goritent with cliuuing into the former stromgholds of the animals and hoping =

' ‘liha th:l.'ill of finding a bleached skull.

A mb&r of such relice have oo to lighs in 'Ina&mita. Te Yoset:ite
Museum possesses & sikull with horns im 3 fair state of preservation, found in 1915
on Mount Dana by Chief Ringer Townsley. Dr. Grinmell, while meking his extensive
Yosomi te studies, oume upon veatheved portions of Big Horm slovil on Parsons Pezk
and '‘arren Mountain, BRanser Adair recorts the finding of a sill with hoins at
the headwaters of Spiller Creek, This speoimen was left vhere Pound. On Aucust

2788311934 the park naturalist cawe upon 8 broken up Mountzin Sheep skeleton in a
"oirque at Helen lLake (north slopes of Funa Crest}. The simll yet contained soce
. Beeth, but the horns had elioped from the bony oores that supported thems. Ieg
“‘ bones aml vertebrae were strewn about end with the skull were gathered up and

brousht to the Yosemite luseum, These specimens were at the end of a small resid-
ual glaocier, Probably 4t has been meny years since the snous have melted suf-
ficlently to reveal theo, Unduuhtuc‘.ly. the remaindey of the skeleton J.s f;alﬂ.

- within: the ice mass.

P:mhahl;r the last record of Mountain Sheep jn Yossmite was micde bjr John
Muiy vwhen hée wrote of a band of three "diacwum annw-':tqund in Bloody Canyon"

. (3t east boundary of Yosemite) o fev yecxrs srevionsly $o° 1874 and "killed with am

axe by mountainesrs, who chanoed %ol b orossin; the range in'winter'. Revorts

end evidenge of their former e:istence in the E.*.arras as, far mrth as lit. Shasta
are available. Perhaps the modt northerly records of tnah.- Pressnt ‘ocourrence is
that made by Mr. Z. H. Ober in 1921, wvho found small bands on K, Cillstte and om

¥ount Tom, north of Sequoia mtiunal Parl: and ay Dr. {h:imil. whﬁ :uw:ts living
sheep at. Ihmath Papk. j y
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VA1l Sierra Hnﬂdaa !iountntn Sheep auadn :I.nhahi.t Tuahti.te‘! e~ n:ﬂ;* hoype

~4hat eventually individuals from the sontli may invade 4he" Stk amd af;.ain take the

prominent nart that so lar.e and :I.:s.mr&a*ﬂ.ﬂ{r 2n animzl shoul have In the natural
history of the recion.
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