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THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF 1924.

With the coming of September and its attendant school days, the
Yosemite Hature Guide Service closed the 1924 season., The members of ths
staff feal that the work has been successfyl ahd in spite of thé.-fact that
the pumber rsached this year 4is smaller than '.l.aat raar*ﬂ total, a Qistinot
upward step has been mﬂa

A splendia rﬁa;pmua on the part of those served has stimulated
the Nature Guides, to exert every effort in supplying the demands of
Americans who are hungry for knowledge of their Parke. OSincere expressions
of appreciation, written and verbal, fram handreds of Yosemite visitors
have teken all drudgery from the business of teaching low "to read the
treilside.” The recognition accorded ths wark by ?reaidarnt- Coolidge"s
#ild Life Conference has added an impetus alreedy felt. ‘The splendid
gift of the Hockefeller Foundation assures Yosewite of a very fimm foundation
upon which to build further and at the same time hqldsa;rmisa for Edn-
estional work in other Parks. It sppesrs thgpt 1924 marks the opening of
& new era in the Muture Guide work of our HationzlrParis. .

The activities of June, J.ly and August are here Summarized:
Attendance at L@'ﬂm--‘-;---r;i----d‘--- E‘pm
M at m---‘ﬂq‘-‘i-l'--'Ih.i- 31,.051
Attendence on Picld TTiPB....ccececsasccss 2,610

Tﬂ'm m.-qidgst.i--ri- ﬂ.m

81,346 visited Yosemite during this periocd.
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NOTES ON THE NESTING OF BAND-TAILED PIGEONS IN YOSEMITE

On the morning of July 22, & pair of Band-tailed pigeons were
discovered 2t work on & nest, 48 is their custom the birds divided the work.
The fomale sat at the point of construction end the male brought the meter-
ial which he gathered by snapping dry twigs from a near by cedar tree.

0 July 24, the nest was again vieited and we found the female | ird|.rood=
ing: The nest was a flimsy affair made of course twigs carelessly flung
together. It was placed on'a horigzontal limb abput twenty feet above the
grouad. The limb on which the nest was placsd was eitht inches in diametor

and the bird sat paralell to the limb, and from|.eneath she was almost
concealad from view.

July 22 seemed late in the season for pigeons to| e nesting,
but on July 28 two more nests werc found, and om each was 2 |.rooding female,
The nests were 21l slike; flimsy affairs pleced on 2 horizomtsl limbd of
such size ~s to form - bese on which the incubatin bird could rest, sitéing
perale$l to the limb, Here it misht| e well to state that nests found on .
Othor cogesions vere not placed on horizontal limbs, | ut| wilt in the spre
egading croich ¢f smoller| renchas.

ENIT MICHAEL

SHOVI=-5HOE RABBITS

Tuolmine lieadows affords the Nature dovor = placo ia vhich to
study mn~ little !movn forma of enirel 1ifa, Porhs; s oo othor easily
rezohed oot in the Siorras _rescnte 0 good on opportunity for tourists
to| scome aeguriotsd with the most intercsting Snow-Shoo Rabbit. Hera,
these high mountein ereaturss have becore. actustomod to the presance pf
man cnd heve dismiesed a part of thoir uswl ticdddity. It i3 no umnzusl
2is -t to obe2rve oul of the tnimels, ia late oftemmoon, boldly malking ite
way on the open ridges at the edge of tho forust. 4ny of the mohy, troils
whien radiate from Tuolunme NMeadows will teke one through lod w=.0lo-Piae
forast 1. “hisr ghoew goves shournd, Tho treil to Lembert Doie ond Dog
l:ke peuetrztes especially good rabitt territory ead cny hiker cey sas one
of the Jong legged ereaturc® by followin: this tredl. Should it iwoen that
0o rabbit Eppems o Jur frofl ine §° iluifu, 1% ie only necesscry to dig-
rese from the path sufficently %o aporoach 2 few of the many fallen lodge-
pole pines along the way. The local onow-shoe Rabbits appear to make the
debris of the %o s of tiuse: . 12u. $ruce, thelx 2.y time cover.  The
writer has frightened dozens of rabbita froo such desd falle 4n tha forosts
ezbout Tuolu.ne Meodows.
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In the summer no "“forms" are occupied. The animals merely hide themselves .
between the trunk and the ground or in the maze of branches, yet on the
fallen trunk. Frequently these Tuolumne Meadows rabbits make no atiempt

at “"freezing" while under the protestion of this cover. Their long ears
floo about +nd they may even hop confidently from place to place within

the dead fall. In fact only very close approach will frighten them soffi-
ciently to a&usa them to bound away through the timber.

The summer coat of the han is_pgroy =nd blends well with the .
mrruunﬂ.mg-s inwhj.ch it lives. " Id the ‘fall a wolt takes plase and, 15.1:& =
the weasel, the snow-shoe rabbit becomes whitse. At the Bigh altitudes
{8000 foct -nd up) in which it lives, snow accumlates to & greot depth,
and of courss, the te coat of fur adds graatly to the uha.nns nf the ani=-
mal escaping its many natyrgl . enemics, R s

Judge W. Fry of the &equaia-. Natre Guide Servica recently pub
Iished 8 splendid mnunt of the ocecurance and habits of the Sierrs Snow=
Shoe Rabbit, based upon his own careful observations, His entitre acocount
inskes & plea for the protection of this unique member of the California
Founa which at present is not recognized as existing by our statek Conserve
ation Laws, INevada has seen in the animal 2 form to bo soved for the future
and its is given protection. Only Colirornia and Nevada meed be conrerned
in the matter for Lepus Campestris Siexzys= is found in the Bierras only.
devada has set 2 good exomple that Jalircrmia might well follow.

= CALIFORNIA RED«LEGGED FROG -

. The Pafi Naturalist was recently surptised to fiad Red<legged
Froge (RAUA AURORA TRAYTONIL) quite abundant ot Mather Station. The abt~
itude of Eathor is nmboni 41600 feet. This partibunler Rena hos boen rece
orded at Snmith Cweslk {7007 foet) in the Yosenmite rogion but is knowvn a8
a recident of the low altitudes rather than a mouasain form, The four
in€ividuols nor gt the YTossiite Museus were taken from a drving pond at
the Ban Francisco Saw M:11 (Mather). Other frogs of the s2ie species were
caught and examined at the lare rill sond on the same property.

The Red-legged Frog is the largest frog of the Yosemite region.
Beccuse of its size and the edible quality of its hiud legs it is known
in some loealities as “French Frog."™ It is ordinarily more wery than the
Tollow-legeed frog, vhose rcage it invades slightly, aud periwsus for that
reason it/ds somslimss cvoriocked. However the specimens tust occafion
this "Note™ were very ezrily ccptured,

|

+ In keeping with this surprise in amphibians was the discovery of

more :than a dozen Pasific Mud Turtles swimming themselves along the shores

of tha mill pond.
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basn treated to that fine, wild musio of the bugling bull elk. This year,
as pever befors, the clear, asgending bugle-motes of tia single setive
dull of the berd, gre frégquently followed by @ series of ﬁsmsrmh.
3¢ now becomes more apparent why tha eli’s ebalicive a8 wihlmmﬂ
._wwmﬂmmﬂm,ta tmmﬁwﬂnm -
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One buil holds full ;mar m:ar 4z little herc of m One
or another of the lese pugnscious males msy mtmhievmllg spproach t@"
= wis a fow ....cred yards of the loypd aud his .:-ran. bat with thp big
's firsy gaallenzi-z note be stops short, The. ‘ingt Bsps ThA9 DY
;zm posgessdr of the leam @mwmtﬂu away in Swift - 11331&.
- tuera ig :ttiﬂ'a éhzncs of 2 combat in the Yossuite ulX herd.
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