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' PRESS PLEASE COPY
SIERRA SUMMITS OPENED T0 ALL

Wew joys await the nature lover who visits Yosemite in 1924.

The vacationist who loves to leave the crovd behind may gratify his most ar-
| dent desires this summer even in the popular Yosemite. Hikers' camps will be lo-
| cated in the wild back country.

Hikers may start on 8 lengthy trip into the high country with mo more thoush
of preparation than were the trip to be 3 day's climb to Glacier Point and retur:
At the end of each day's travel will be found & bounteous spread and & bed.

|

. And to take advantage of these camps it will not be necessary to follow the

| beaten paths made common place by the treed of throngs! They will be located or
the most besutiful of Sierrs trails and situated in spots near the greatest won-
ders - wonders unireamed of by the tourist who believes he nas seen Yosemite when
he but visits the valley and its adjacent rim.



Starting from Yosemits Valley en easy day's olimb brings one to tha first
samp, vhich is located at the head of Litile Yosemite Valley, 1In prueccading to
the second camp, on Merced Lake, he will not used Lo rush to reach the lake in
time to enjoy fishing before nightfall. The next camp is sitwated on ploturssqus
Soothe Lake near Tuolumne Fass. Camp No, 4 is at the head of Lyell ﬂanymn,_jusr
under the living Lyell Glacisr, which pushes down from the 13,000 foot swmmit
Just above, A very easy day's travel down the Lyell Canyon brings the hiler to
*he Tuclwmne Meadows Camp. The trail from here to the sixth camp at Glenn Avlin
is unsurpaseed for variety and beauty. A very short distance from this camm ars
the famed Waterwheal Falls. From (len Aulin the trail passes throush fores®
Sisles and over summits to Tenaya lake, This is the seventh and last camp nf “hs
Ppresent series, 2nd from here the homweward tr2il descends to the vallay. It is

safe to say that no similar accommodations elsewhere méke accessible such & wesltil
of natural wonders,

To avail onesslf of the opportunities of the hikers' camps it is only neces-
Sary to notify the elerk at Yosemite Lodge the night before starting.

It is obvious that these camps will increase the possibilities of the Yosem—

te Nature Guide Service. Regular trips will be scheduled, and & competent sei-

mtist will aid parties in learning first hand of the natural history of the high
‘eountry., This service is provided free by the goverrment,

SO0ME FERRUARY BOTANY NOTES

The month of Febraary, clad in radiant robes of sunshine, has passed over the
osemits, bestowing but two days of rain, In gpite of the fact that our proverbi-
®lly stormiest month has treated us in an wmsual manner, the plants on the floor
©f the Valley thrive. §ix low-growing annusls (Gilia gracilis, Montia perfoliata,
&rodium cireutarium, Brassiea campestris, lepidium densiflorum, and Cryptanthe
£laccida) are in bloom on the south slope of the valley, and their delicate jewel-
ke flowers deck the warm sandy earth. Determined waves of green have taken pPos-
Ssession of the gray meadows and are overflowing the old withered zrasses. Tender
®ild grasses lay vivid green lawns under the Kellogg Oaks and whisper sweet mes—
ges of spring to the leafless trees.

_ The buds of the Kellogg Oaks continue to expand. On last spring's twigs of
80th Kellogg Oak and Chrysolepis Osk are many small acorns. These acorns are
Bout nine months old and should be ripe this fall., If all goes well with these
Babies, the acorn crop will be & splendid one.

_ The twigs of the willows are red or orange, a8nd the swelling buds along the
sms stand out like plump beads. The willows have not changed greatly during
® month with the exception of the Nuttall willow. This willow (Salix scouler-

n&) bears delightful downy catkins.

Throughout all the clear weather the sun beat upon the talus of the north

1. Growing here, the Mariposaz Manzanita (Arctostaphylos mariposa), a great
over of hot sunhshine, is decked with countless clusters of delightful pink bells
856 fine shrubs with fresh foliage, glowing red stems, 211 lovely flowers sre

i marked contrast to the rough granite with its sunburnt moss and lichens. The
2tterflies have found these flowsring shrubs and great throngs hover about the



| honeybells, The Californiz laurel {Umbeliularia californica) also likes the
talus of the north wall. It displayed fine buds in Janusry and now it is in
flower. --Enid Michael

HYLAS ARE BREEDING

The pools of Tosemite meadows now contain interssting 1ittle amphibians
\Pacific Tree-toad), whose liquid voices contribute notably to the spirit of
8pring time that pervadss,

Rounded jellatinous egg wasses, the size of a thimble, ere seen attached
to submerged sticks and undsrwetier vegetation., It is the business of deposit-
ing these eggs that brings the Hylas from their winter quarters to the pools.
As they swell their vocal pouches while orouched in the water, the notes which
they emit sound slightly more musical than the croaks they send from the tree
tops in the summer, Even now both notes may be heard, for some Hylas are active
far up on the cold ¢liff valls &£nd their unmugical song mmgles with the notes
Ifrom the poola,

Living specimens of the Tree-toad and eggs in various stages of development
{may be sesn in the Yosemite Museum,

|
|

[ Ir the December, 1923 number of "Nature Notes" it was recorded that the two
eaptive besrs of the Tosemite Zoo were freed, "Billie", the large meéls, was ln-
ldacsd ©o tecats his cage only after days of attemnts. After oelng iuvred from
[Rin cnge (The door was slemmed at his vnsvspentiing backj he continued to visit
the zoo puchy night wntil Leasmher 15. Aftor that date mo evidence of his ascliv-

Y/ ¢ovld ba fouwnd, and we rust suppose that he retired for the usurl bearis
Iwistes sicep.

LIBERATER ZOO HEAR AGAIN APPEARS

How long does & bear hibernate?

Thia particular hear put in his fir»st 1924 appsarsncs the eovenizg of Febrn-
&ry 23, Bince then he has been scem 2 time or two, and overturned garbage cans
&tiest to his activity. (Written March 4) A few other Yosemite tesrs are active
#bout *he garbage dump, and we may weasorably bslieve that “Billie" has behaved
rormally, considering the early spriug experienced.

Had "Billle" visited his former cage the night of March 3, he would have
found 1t ocevpied by a strapger. 4 "movie" bear, brought to the Yosemite with
the Tom ilx Company, was billeted there, btut for one nlght only. It scems even
muvie hszrs have a temperament, This one was so upset by the scent left by the
former otoupents that he was not disposed to play his perts. and it wis neces-
£3ry Lo give him quarters in a horse barhn, Here he regaineu his poissa.



UNMANTLERED BUCES

The apparent absence of bucks in Yosemite 8t the present time prompts some
tourists to ask the whereabouts of the male deer population. For the past few
weeks the now useless antlers have bsoan dropping from the provd heads of thelr
owners. Tha blicks resemble does to most visitors, If one is fortuvate, he may
find & dropped antler on the valley floor, (One was picksd up on March 4.)

Each year the splendid headgsar is doomed to dle and drop off. Peginning
t the points, death progresses downward until the junction of antler and ﬂllll
is reached, It is during this slow dying that the antlers serve their purpose -
weapons of buck warfare.

A few weeks after the shedding new structures begin to Bud at the points
from which the old ones fell. At first they are extremely soft and subject to
 injury. This surplus energy of the buok goes to the developing antlers, and
the growth is surprisingly rapid.

TOSIMITE DOMES

It requires no scientific turn of mind to discover that Yosemite lapiscapes
are characterized by huge, bulging masses of base granite, swelling out from the
timbered slopes. Thoughtful siudy of the domes reveals the fact that each amd
every one is divided, at the surface, into curved plates. Removing an outer |
pPlate reveals another, and the domes seem, like an oninn, to be composad of con-
centric layers.

Geologists, 1ln expleining these peculiar structures, have developed 50 gen-
eral theories. According to one theory, the granite of the domss has alsgys been
divided into curved plates. Becauss of this layered structure it hss been pos-
sible for water and ice to medel the rounded domes.

The other theory holds that the layered forration origineted gubseguent to
the forming of the domes and wes caused by unequal expiansion and contraction 8t
the surface of the solid mass of granite. Mr, F. E. lMatthes of the U.S. Geolog-
*cal Survey, who has made clear the story of Yosemite, points ouvc that this layer-

ing of the domes develops only at the surface and that only monoliths - solid rock
LEzses - pay form domes,

We see, then, that in spite of vhat has been written of the action of glaciers,
sculpturing Sierra domes, we may look upon them not &8s plastic masses that respond-
ed to the glacier's modeling toush but rather as rock rasses, which, by wvirtue of
their extrems molidity, have escaped remodeling by the ice, Indeed, same of them,
*ialf Dome and Sentinel Dome for example, were never covered by the ice flood.







