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“TUNIPER TREES”
By Love Holmes Miller, Professor Emeritus,

Some four thousand years ago an
sld mom of Israel, bowed down by
he waywardness of his people and
fizcouraged by their deafness to his
eaching, fled, despondent, into the
esert ond cast himself down under
juniper tres, crying out: "It is
nough, O Lord, now toke away my
e, for I am not beiter than my fo-
hers.” The sarthquake come, and
e rushing mighty wind rent the
Bountain around and brake in pieces
he rock—but there was no comfort
p them. Only after the quiet and the
ecice of the desert had entered into
= soul could thot old prophet of
gel hear the still, small volce of
wpirction. COnly then did his spirdt
it cid his confidence return,
I've come to know such g lot of
uniper trees’” in my davy and they
ove meomt so much o me: seams
g though [ ought to tell you dabout
pme of them.,
hust the other morning, 1 perked
y car outside the east entromee to
s compus cnd storted the short
il cicross the bridges toward my
rv's work, My mind had already
ozsed the bridge, My body was
erely opercating as on outomatic
nvevor for the breakfast, clothing,

University of Californic at Los Angeles®

lecture notes, bunch of keys—omd
other material ceorgo more or less
pertinent to the morning's work ot a
busy office and classroom. Quite
shut out of my consclousness’ wos
the glowing truth of a “year at the
spring, & dery at the morn, o morming
at seven [or 7:30], and a hillside
dewpearled.” (Too bad, isnt 17—
when we let our minds reach out too
far chead of us to begin the day's
routine almost before the day itsslf
iz well begun.) Wall—thank the good
Lord for ears o= well as eves: when
the eve is all unsesing sometimes
the ear picks up somsthing that
breaks through to the consclousness.

Al at cnce “Tser-ah, tswee-cet—riect
—teet—iteet” — o thin, swest call
pricked through my precccupation,
“Tsee-ah, fswee-cef, fsect, tseel, tseef™
sounded ogain. Forweardpushing
mind coame back o the cutomaton
body and the reunited whole of me
stopped—stopped right there on the
bridge. -

B friendly acldfinch was passing
down conyeon, high overhead ond
calling as he went, [ answered back,
“Tieeg-ah, Frwee-cet, fsee-gh” and
down he came in o reqular "spiral
dive!" He perched on the tip of a

Miller was ossociated with Dr. Homold C. Bryen!, Ansel F. Hall, and Enid: Michaoel in
arting the naturalist work of the National Park Service in Yosemite Maiional Park in 1920.—FEd.



tree that just recched up to bridas
level from the arovo-bed below, He
sat there only o dozen feet away,
swinging, swinging on his tree tip,
lemon gold with black cap and green
jmcket. He repeated agaln and again
his airy little note, peering about for
the "other goldfinch’ whe wos talk-
ing back to him but couldn't be per-
suaded to "come on down canyon
and play awhile” (How [ would
have loved tol) Finally he seemed to
decide that there were more sociable
goldfinches dewn in Botomy Garden,
perhaps, so off he started to find out,
A single call from me, "Toee-ah—
#sweet” sent out after him, and back
he come to moke onother offer of
sociability. | enjoyed the neighborly
chat for cnother moment or so—then
we both went on about our respec-
tive day's business. (I'm sure his oc-
cupation was fully o= important o
him as mine was to me.)

I walked en toward the office with
a greatly uplifted spirit. Instead of
pushing on chead, my mind now
turned backword ond flicked eonto
the memory screen a wonderful
series of "Kodaochromes” in which
the goldfinch héad playved o part.

Dropping down into Shadow Lede
basin high in the Sierra Nevada back
of Banner Peak, plodding along he-
hind an unhurried train of pack bur-
ros (you can't hurry a burro, you
know). All at once, high overheaod,
M Tsee-ab—trweet” — my  friend  the
goldfinch. An instant cnswer to his
note and dewn he came to see what
it was that brought me so for from
home ond customary occupaticn, 1
intimeted that I was just taking Hime
out to enjoy mysell. He piped bock
Tsee-ah, fyweef, feed, feed,” which 1
was inclined to interpret as: "I do
that every day. Yow've been missing
something.” Then off he went in that
high boundineg flight punctuated with
his fluting calls,

e e i e

If ever [ do get to heaven and -::cml
do just as [ wish, I shall fly like a
goldiinch, bounding through the sky
and singing as [ go. | have no ame
bitton to ride Pegasus or to gallop
with the Valkyries. I prefer the gold:
finches,

There were lots of other pictures
for the memory sceen, for 1 hove
played with the goldfinches ever
since my bovhood days over hall
a century age when [ walked four
miles of river bottom and ranch roed
to the schoolhouse (ond I wasn't late
either, in spite of the birds). Those
were profitable miles between schoal-
house and home.

Here, 1 wos walking o hundred
yards from the porking lot to an
cther and bigger schocl, cmd those
were profitable yards because of my
friendly friend the goldiinch and his
invitation to that moment of refresh-
ment. [ went on to my office and
shortly thereafter to an 8 o'clock lec
ture. I hope those two hundred st
dents were charitable in their juda
ment of an cld man who preambled
his lecture on Tertiary fossils with
a twominute discourse on living
goldlinches, told of their great serv-
lee o overserious humeans by re-
freshing the mind and the spirit for
o fleeting moment of jovous upliit.

I am o cheerful soul in the main—
there are so mony “juniper freess"
under-which {o sit, and [ try to make
usz of them. The first {oll song of the
white-crowns under my window hoas
more than once interrupted my lec
ture with welcome interlude (for stu-
dent and teacher hoth). The song of
a meadowlark rises above the zcng
of the Ford motor thet brings me up
to the ecompus esch morning. Thir-
teen different bird wvoices came io
me high up on the eighth floor of o
metropoliton hospital af o Hme when
I could not lift @ heavy head from
the pillow. The uneven desert im-



he platinum  moonlight Of an
ster-ave, "Poor-will, poor-will poor-
—I counted 93 repetitions be-
® he stopped for two seconds—
bn he started all over again, [t was
) much more fun thom counting
crinary sheep. | squirmed around
bit to find a new spot between the
ines and went off to sleep again.
{ there are many “juniper
es’' if vou will learn to recognize

 You don't hove o give up and
row voursell down with o request
fthe Lord to come and get you.
rhops He isn't ready vet—and
rhaps He has something for you
l o do. It is the momentary relox-
cn  thert counts sc:ame‘ﬂmes Your

rust of the blood inte your arteries.
8 thet way only can it carry on for
ree score years and ten without
g, "It iz enough, O Lord, now
ke crwoy my life”" During days of
rezs {ond they come to all people
the are tedally alive) these cppor-

tunities for momentary spiritual and
. mental release — these "juniper

trees” — are of great importoncs,
Learn to lock for them as green spots
in vour desert of routine. We hope
that yours is but o very small desert
which the dust of dull things merely
decelves vou into thinking of as
limitless. Pause o moment under one
of my juniper trees—it will help io
seitle that dust of mere things,

But why wait Hll there iz need?
Why wait till the dust cbhscures the
horizen? The moment of positve
pleasure is not just g pericd of free-
dom from displeasure—it Is some-
thing better. | was not unhappy thet
morning as 1 walked across the
bridge, but ofter my talk with the
goldfinch | walked the rest of the
WOy Qoross on o plane just o litle
bit above the bridge level and the
morning was just a little kit brighter.
Lecrn to look for and to enjov the
“juniper trees.” They will pattern
into g pleasing landscape, a spirit
picture good to lock upon with cuist
eves, Then you will grow mellow,
but vou nesd not grow ald.

A LIZARD TALE
By Richard J. Hartesveldt. Ranger Naturalist,
Devil Posipile National Monument

Nature has provided many Hzards
with @ remarkable means of pro-
enging life when they are about to
]l prey to some hungry predator.
'he lizard con velunderily port with
5 fmil, which then wiggles and
' sts and flops about, very much

hus diverted from the lzard who
s quickly to sofety. The abaon-
doned iail is o much smaller meal
than the predator anticipates. With-
in several weeks the lizord grows a
new tail, ond his defense mechanism

ie recdy to serve him agoin i
NeCEssaTyY.

Whils compiling o list of reptiles
in the Devil Postpile area during the
summer of 1952, | picked up a blue-
bellied lizard (probably  Scelofporus
occidentalis) to make the identifica-
tion, [ had scarcely touched the ani-
mal when he dropped his tofl emd
successfully diverted my atiention
while he scompered away, The tail
wiggled vigorously ot first, finally
slowing its actons until it was mo-
tionless 90 seconds after it had
parted from the lizerd's body.
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RUSSELL RELINQUISHES SUPERINTENDENCY TO PRESTON

By Donald Edward McHenry. Park Naturalist

On November 1 Dr. Carl Parcher
Russell, superintendent of Yosemile
National Pork since December 1,
1947, turnsd over his responsibil-
iles to an old friend and veteran of
the National Park Service, John .
Preston.?2 A farewell party was given
for the Russells in the Camp Curry
dining room, fechring o humcrous
skit depicting highlighis of Carl's
One Hundred Years o Yosewmite, and
with if= loughter and the weall-wishes
of their mony Yosemite friends stil
ringing in thelr ears, the Russells
l=tt the park so that Corl could beain
a yeor of study cnd writing under a
Guggenhelm {ellowship, He will be
on o yvedr s, leave of agbsence from
the Notional Park Service, alter which

he will return to it In soms other
copoacity
Puring Tarl Russell's leadership

Corl P. Ruazeell

much haos besn ocecomplished IN
carrying forwaord the work of 1the
service in Yosemite. A considerable
part of these accomplishmenis
while somewhat intongible, nev
theless monifested themselves I
pracheal values. Ameng such things
is the splendid growth of cooperalivell
relationships both within the ol
governmental orgomization and be
tween other segments of the
samite community, Dr. Russall's (00l
of duty brought the resumption of the
Yosemite Fisld School after it hod
bean suspended during World W
I[I. The school scon regained its |
sition of eminence in this fleld of
endeavar. It also acquired o legal
sterfug which it had not previcusly
anjoyed.

f

Az superintendent, Carl was o
to fill a great need in the naturalist
deportment In Yosemite through (he
eslablishment of o position far juniof
pork naturalist, It was his pleasun
to fill this peosition with the appo
ment of the son of his old fend and
former superior, Dr. Harold
Bryomnt, founder of the naturalist @
gram in the Natlenal Park Servi

One of the most significomt oo
tributions made by Corl Russell in
Yosemite was the stimulation
gave to activity in assemhbling and
interpreting additiconal historica
data of this region, Using the cen
tennicl of the discovery of Yossmilk
Valley in 1851 as atheme, he focusad
interest on the locoting of sources ol
hitherto uncvalable historical mao
terial, resulting in g greatly increcsad
flow of such materlal to the ¥
semite Museum. Through o epecia
centennial exhibit in the mussum, o

1. Sas Yosemite Nature Noles 27(21:57-58, Febmary 1948,
2. During the interdm perled prior o Mr, Preston’s arrivel in Yosemits on November 20, Aasistan
Superintendent Harthon L. ("Spoed”) Bill was acting park superinifendent.



| ae throuah o deries of ﬂhiih'nild
i In nearby commurities by both
@lf and members of his stcdf,
i attention was directed to the
meating focts of Yosemite's his-
E During this period of the cen-
il ohservance Carl published in
ite Nature Notes a series of im-
'.-‘ t articles on the Yosemite In-
il wars,® containing considerable
Mmation new to the literature. His
series of articles  enfitled
peniy-five Years Ago'™ placed on
fircl o resums of certain trends and
\ through which both the local
' the notional orgomization hod
ressed,
pert from his momy recognized
levements there wers, of course,
imerable purely administrotive
bns which in thelr entirety re-
Hed much credit to Carl's tenurs
perintendent. The best wishes
il momny friends go with him and
i Betty Russell oz he lounches
the completion of his four-
& work on the history of the
rii far frade, o study ‘which has
i his Interest for 20 vedars,
hen Superintendent Russel] an-
nced his successor he said, 'l
complimented in the knowledgs
i & mon =0 estimable as is Preston
l have the iok which hags been
& for five yeors.” John C. Presion
Brs upon his new dutles amid a
8le of coworkers with whom he
§ beer rgsocioted in one way or
plher during his long years with
Motional Park Service. Rising
gkly frem temporary raonger o
fietemt - superintendent in Rocky
untan National Pork, then as
Berintenndant of Lossen Volconis
ticnol Poark and leter of Mt Rainier
Honal Park, he was ogain froms-
to the superintendency of

The CGeography of the Moripesa Indion War,"
B35 53-56, B3-71, March, Apdl, June, July 1951,

[chin C. Prasion
Great Smoky Mountaing National
Park in 1951 From this position he

came (o Yosemile, John Preston is a
native of Fort Collins, Colorada,
where he attended the Colorado
A & M. College for a while, He
ecrned hizs B 5. degrese in forestry ol
the University of Montano in 1926,
after which he had his first assign-
ment with the Naticnal Park Service
at Bocky Mountain: While in this
pork he wos delalled for nearly o
year to the headguarters of the serv-
joe in Woshingten, D.C., to assist in
the direction of the Civilion Conser-
valon Corpe and  other emergency
gctivities in the national park areas.
He gerved in the Air Corps in Werld
War [, s o coreer man with the
MNational Park Service John Preston
brings to the superntendency of Yo
semite o wealth of experlence. Their
many friends both old and new sin-
cerely welcome John ond Betty Pres-
fon to our community.

Yosemite Noture Notes 3003, 4, 6, Th24:30,

.E'__ genty-five Years Ago! Yesemite Nature Notes 2802, 3, 4, 5, 7, 111:9-13, 1920, 30-32, 3334,
100, 135-139, Fabroary, March, Aprll, May, July, Navembar 949,
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THE NIGHT LIFE OF A YOUNG FLYING SQUIRREL
By Allen W. Waldo, Ranger Naturalist

On a mid-August night lost sum-
mer of about 10 o'clock, o group of
us heard o big commeotion and bang
ing of dishes in one of the neaturgl-
ists' tents in Camp 19 A light wos on
in the teni, so we crept up fo see
whaot could possibly be causing such
a terrific noige. It proved to be an
immature flying sguirrel (Glascon ys
sabrivins lascivus ).

The squirrel was busy investiaao-
lng the shelves in the front of the tent
with the hope of Hnding food. It was
interesting to watch the way he got
around, ‘After climbing up along the
uprights or the dicgonal brace be-
hind the shelves, he would search
each shelf as he reached it, not be-
ing at all carefizl, but knocking askew
dishes, cups, and glasses oa he
moved oalong,

Hoving found nothing of value to
him, he coniinued on up o support
of the teni. To this support he found

fl “H'-"' WU
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a loaded clothesline attached. Ay
parently he felt that this should oM
tainly hove lood scmewhere aloni
i, 80 he started out upon it The
there developed one of the neolsd
little exhibitions of slack-wire wall
ing which [ have ever wilnessed, H8
walked back and forth on the rops
several times, often stopping |
vestigate the clothespine cnd barres
areas of the rope, Usually he walked
right side up an it, This necessiialel
numerous guick flips of his little [l
teril in order to maintain his balonos
The flat, instead of round, characis
of his tadl was clearly shown durlng
these acrobatics. Alse, the little (ol
of skin extending along each side o8
the body between his front and hind
legs showed up beautifully as if
ternicitely. stretched omnd  wrink|ed
during his walking back cnd Torll
A few times he hung from the rops
and walked olong underneath |

From ""Mammeli of Lake Taboe™ by Rabert T. Owr, Conrfery of peblisher, Californie Academy of Sciemcet.

Flying mquirrel




: he hung wvertically frem it
@ holding on only with his hind

g found no food in this situ-
n, -the squirrel finally started
Wi, recaching eventually the fop
shelves. Here he made up his
il that the next place to explore
i the table, some 2% feet below
il cbout 3 feet removed from the
edge of the shelves. | thought
t now, ot last, we would get o
mnce to see him glide. He mode
B or three movementz as if to
hp, but, although he was neorly
Be-fourths full size, he was still
fctont to iry it. He came on down
B shell at o time, pousing and
iking atternpis to gst up his cour-
e jump, but refusing to do so
th time. Finally he reached a shelf

anly about a loot above and a lool
away from the table bench. Hers he
found his courage and tock the ong
remcining short jump. He spread
the folds of his skin, which didn't
check him too much, and plopped
onto the seat. From here he climbed
up onto thez table top ond finally
crawled out of the tent.

| was particulasly Inlerssted in his
high =kill of bolancing and hanging
on the rope, while at the some time
he appeared o hoave zo little con-
fidence ond ability in his allding.
His groceful flat iofl and webbed
body edge wers wall developed and
apparently in proper proportion to
his bedy, so that he could have
glided, but hes still refused to try it
except for a very short distance, and
event that he did very poorly.

A STAMP COLLECTOR'S DELIGHT
By Orthello L. Wallis, Park Ranger

fosemite’s fomed Vernal Fall ap-
firs on o 1932 postage stamp of
| Philippine Ielemds over the label
frgecmijan. Falls." The  intention
8 1o show the latter fall on the
jmp, but through some mistake a
W of the Yosemite waoterfall s
fured instead.

Pagsanian Fall, with a height of
erly 200 fest, is one of the largest
gterfalls in the Philippines. It is lo-
ed near the town of Pagsanjon
the junction of the Pagsanjon and
Mlocom Bivers, in the eastern part
the pmmnca of La Laguna on the
lend of Luzor. Vernal Fall on the
Erced River in Yosemite hos a
flaht of 317 feet.

'he stamp, which is red orange in
or ond 18 centavos in denoming-
;a hos considerably more valus
Mhe collector than other stamps in
same series because of this
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error. The current Scott's Steme
Postage Stemp Colologue, the En-
oyclopedia of Philaotely, liats the
value of the stomp ot $10.00 for a
mint {unused) specimen,

Muasgive El Capiton 1s the only
other rnatural feature of Yosemite
which has appeared on a postage

.

shcmn on the qmon M
of the United States in 1934, This
iszued o second time in sheels
six imperforate stamps to honer
Trems-Mississippt  Philatelic Exg
ticn ond Convention in October |
at Omaha, Nebraska,

EXPERIMENT WITH OBSIDIAN

By William L. Neely, Runger Naturalist

A Tuclumne Meodows comper
with an inguiring mind proceeded to
experiment with a plece of obaidian,
putting a chip of theé glassy, black
volcanic rock into the campfire “just
{0 =ee whet it would de” This is an
example of that interesting and pe-
culicrly humaon frait, curiceity. When
we think back upon the greal Inven-
tHions of clvilizgticn and on the great
discoveries—Itire, the wheel, cocking
of foed, basketry, cunpowdsr—we
may perhaps suspect that they are
not 5o much the result of intellectual
genius as of simple curiosity,

How did the Indicns lscmn that
acorns are edible when leached In
hot woter? Or how was it discoverad
that o certain root, manioc, could be
freed of its deadly prussic ooid by
leaching ond droining, rendering it
an excellent stople food in South
America? How did the ancients leam
to smelt iron? How did the Egypticms
know that a white powder from their
desert, soda ash, mixed with fine
scnd emd copper ore would produce
a turquolse-blue, glassy surlace en
their pote when heated? Same as the
Tuolumne Meadows comper—they
were curious and just wented "o ses
whert it would do.” Experiment ond
play.

Animals hove litle time for ex

periment, antmeals and many rod
folks, for their time iz spent mair
in finding or maoking a living. Tr
certain animals possess o high

dwellers have the leisure time |
experiment but their curiosity is off
dulled by the confinement of roul
Hving.

Saffron is on extreme example
the iny corners the humem mind I
poked into, How did mon discov
that this tasty spice could be found |
the tiny stiomeoia of o certain croo
flower, each stigme comtaining bul
few groins of the powserhul vello
powder? Or indigo—the indigo ple
itaclf gives litile hint of the color
will produce. Mot unlil procsssed b
soaking, maceration, and freatmen
with alkali will the becutiful blu
result,

The ancients were like boys wi
new chemisty sets. Boys do not fol
low the direction books too carefully,
for everything has o csriain magie
cnd there is8 a constant enficement
to mix things together hophazardly
"Just to see what will happen,™ ar la
taste stronge things for their “macslc”
quality, or to beil cerlain things or ta
throw certoin things inte the fire be
cause, because—why?
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rect ideas begln with play. In &l
lales, the smartest boy is always
Yo one who dawdles by the
s of the (i raplace while his broth-
gre out rving to get somewhere
e world. He is "|'u1||1r waly atupid
& drecamer, bul i he wheo be
gg king. Schlegel said that gr
B ore most often borm when the
e i5 roaming o The
@l was proboably first used as a
ld's toy. They soy that pottery
born when o basket lined with
fell into the fire ond the frame-
k burned oway. Or it may have
invented when children played
mud ples and baked them in
lire as mother did the bread.

o

leisure,

1@ obsidian of the Tuclumne
ClOWs COTmpert
g too. It turned into pumics.

ing the chip from the coals alter

Why, itdid some-

With-
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gevvaral houra of intense heat, he found
the obaidion had swelled to about five
Himes its orlginal size, becoming o
plece of typieal pumice that would
Hlogt in water. You moy call it in-
tumescence or the release of dis-
aolved gases, but al any rale the
hard, shiny, black glass become a

light, frothy stone. Remger Notural-
ist Allen Waldo saya thal this is
typical of g certoin chsidion called

perlite, which is neot found around
Mono Lake where the ecamper’s ob-
sidian came from. Maoreover, perlite
differs by hooving tiny bubbles in it

Perhaps such an experiment gives
us a new slant on the origin and
formation of pumice, ™ the whole

thing may have little significones,
but T pass it on o play with some-
around your campfire. The hu-
mind, | hope, has not yet lo=i
that quality of play.

[. Harlesyalds, "

acocunl by R
i, priga 147,

The Geologi

o Stary af the Devll Posiplle, in preceding
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