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DEATH OF JOSEPH S. DIXON
By Carl P. Russell, Park Superintendent
national  parks  wildlife research

on June 23, 1952, Joe Dixon passed
iy ot his home near Escondido,
Hfornia. Since the early vears of
pretive work in notional porks,
Dixon mode many and varied
iributions to the success of the

ecially os o research specialist,

ks o staff member of the Museum
Vertebrate Zoology, University of
ia, he assisted in the field
and the compilation of thet
selc work, Awimal Life in the Yo-
ite, 1924, which was produced by
pchief, Dr. Joseph Grinnell, and by
Trocy [. Siorer. Joe olso was o
futhor with Dr, Grinnell and
Jean M. Linsdale in the writing
& similar volume on the zoology af
gen Voleanic National Park,
tebrate Natural History of a Section
Nortbern Californie  through  the
gere Peak Region, 1930, and with
innell and Linadale he produced
| important Fur-Bearing Mammals of
lifornia. His contribution to the
Mlogical literature of mony west-
} national parks and national
numents was guite voluminous.
n 1928 George Wright, who had
d a=z Yoszemite's assistont park
luralist for o number of years, em-
yed Mr. Dixon as a wildlife tech-
ileia within the I'.I.E.‘WI}" DI'Q'GTIiZEd

group. This was a unit set up with
the support of Mr. Wright's personal
funds—the forerunnsr of the wildlife
branch of the National Park Service.

This private undertaking launched
by Mr. Wright resulted in Mr, Dixon's
withdrawal from the Museum of
Vertebrale Zoology and his subse-
quernt aliognment with National Perk
Service programs. When Mr. Wright
moved his administrative ond re-
search offices from Berkeley, Cali-
fornig, to the Natlonal Park Service
offices  in Washington, D.C., Mr.
Dixon remained in the western wild-
life unit of the National Park Service
as a government employee and con-
tinued his very constructive work in
the field and in the regional office.

Beginning in 1933 Jos assumed di-
rection of the instruction of the Yo-
semite Fiald BSchool, and each
summer for 9 years he endeared
himself o successive classes of stu-
dents az well aos to his co-workers in
the Yosemite National Park organiza-
tion. He was a field mon by cholce
and he had the gift of interesting
others in field work. Probably this
lecdership wets as importomt as any
of the splendid work done by Mr,
Dixon. He continued to serve as field
biologist uniil his retirement In
March 1946, Sinece that time he has



enjoyed his rench home in Escondide
where g wonderful variety of avo-
cados  guaranieed production  in
every month of the year,

Joe was B8 yeors old. His first
childhood home was near Galena,
Cherckee County, Konsas, With his
parents he come fo California in 1888
and the family settled upon the lands
necar Escondide which Joe agoin
ceilled home in his laler vears. He
was g graduaie of Escondido High
school and did some work of college
grade at Throop Polytechnic Institute
in Pasodena. It was ot Throop that he
met Dr. Joseph Grinnell and there
began the friendship and associa-
tion which later tock him to the Mu-
seum of Vertebrate Zoology as a
siaff member with Dr. Grinnsll, it=
director.

Umne of the highlights i Joe's career
was his discovery of the first re-
corded nest of the surf bird at Mount
MeKinley National Park. It was on

named for him.

The National Park Service cwna
remaorkable series of negatives me
by Mr, Dixon, who wos an expert
animal photography., Some of h
best pictures were published in |
government publication, Wi/
Partfolio of the Western National Par
While working in Yesemite he an
particular attention to the life hisin
of the deer. In 1934 he published o
Informative werk, "A Study of i
Life History and Food Habits of Mul
Deer in Californio.” This work o
peared in Califormia Fizh and Guome,
1924, pages 181-282 and 315-354,

Two sons ond two doughters b
his deceased wife survive him. Hi
widow, Ethel Bernice Dixon, reside
i the Escondide home. Joe's burial
took place in Oak Hill Cametery on
June 28,

-

PAREER AND HUBBARD CHANGE POSITIONS
By Donald E. McHenry, Park Naturalist

With the last hondclasp of their
Yosemite friends at the close of the
farewell party qiven for Associate
Park Naturalist and Mrs. Hearry
Parker ot the Rangers' Club on July
3, a 12-wear* tour of duty of produe-
tive cnd dedicated work with the
naturalist division here coame to a
cloze. Packing their gifi of a becuti-
tul watercolor painting by Gunnar
Widferss of Yosemite's Castle Crags,
Heory and his family left the follow-
ing morning for his new assignment
as park naturalist in cherge of the

interpretive work at Crater Lake
MNational Park,

Hoarry Parker, @ member of the
1936 class of the Yosemite Field
School, enters upon his new respon:
sibilities with o -wealth of training in
various fields, notably in zoclogy and
musenlogy. He has grown in stature
as on interpreter of notural history,
first during hizs experiences in
Olympic Netional Park, where he
was a rcmger doing partdime nertur-
alist wark, and then during his vears
with the Yosemiie naturalist staff be-

*Yosemite Nature Notes, 20(11:4-5, Jemusry 1941; 21(12:100, Dacember 1942, 2EHENI04, August 19456,



ing in November 1940, Far much
lhe latter perled he served as busi-
manager of the Yosemite Nat-
History Asscclation, Ine., and of
Yosamite Field Scheol. His ex-
Blee of good business cgcumen s
lected In the sound financial status
both organizotions, His ability as
Instructar in the Yosemite Field
hool hos been recognized by its
Idents, many of whom are now
irking on a seasonol basis either
fhe Nationol Park Service or for
Callifornia state park systerm

arry has had o valuable com-
hicn in his wife Kathering, known
Kit to her many friends in the
k. A Field Scheooler hersslf, of the
g of 1941, she was o graduate of
icliff and. o particlpant in g Welles-
i ceological feld trip for the study
Lalaciers. Her training and skill as
cartcarapher have resulted in a
imber of outstonding mops and
feirts which she has drown from
e to time for use in regular and
Becial  issues of Yowwite Natwree
fee, The best wishes of their Yo-
ite friends for all possible success

Peouglass H. Hubbard

!-'r_jlkun'

Harry O

in their new functions ga with the
Parkers and their two charming chil-
dren, Harry Moc ond Bstsy.

Az the Parkers leave us we feel
tortunate in welcoming the Hubbards
to Yosemite to lake over the dulies
of associate park naturalist. Doug-
loss H. Hukbard, more fomilicrly
known as Doug, comes trom Howeail
MNational Park where he has besn
in charge of his own noturalist pro
grom since 1948, He enterad on duty
cs gesisttmt pork naturalist in He-
wedl in 1947 by adveancing from the
position of ronger at Millerton Lake
Mational Recreation Areq. He hod
served a shart tour of duty in 1941 as
ronger noturalist ot Sequoica Noaticnal
Park. It was at this laoiter place that
Doug met the lodae program director,
Fremi Christiemson, whom he mo-
ried. Thev now hove o delightful
fomily of youngsters mode up of
Douglass Jr., age 7, Jonet, age 5,
cnd Joom, age 3, all of whom have
already found o place In the Yo
zernife community.

Doug Hubbord is alse o Field
Schoaler, a member of the 1940 class.,



In 1937 he was emploved here as
museum assistont ond s therefore
no stremaer to Yosemite, He iz o na-
tive Californiom, hoving lived in
Fresno. He received his A.B. degres
in zooclogy ifrom the University of
California in 1840, and his M5, de-
green in 1842 from Texas A, & M. Col-
lege, Doug worked gs o pairel in-
specior with the U.S. Border Patrol
from 1941 io 1944, after which he was
a Naval Reserve officer on o de-
slroyer-escort in the Pacific from 1944
to 1946,

Doug brings with him o rich ex-
perience from his previous position

ment of one of the cutstanding
seums in the National Poark Serv
He was also responsible for a su
rior publications program in conn
tion with this interpretive work
the Islands. It iz evident that he
make many noteworthy conirl
tions in these cnd other fields in
new posion in Yosemite Natior
Park.

Az we bid forewell to the Park
we oll join in extending o mi
cordial weleome to the Hubbards
new Yosemite neighbors.

THE 7.000-YEAR MISTAEE*
By Peter M. McLellan, Field School, 1951

Just how long have people been
living in Yosemite Valley? In the en-
tire pork? These are questions now
foremost in the minds of some Na-
tional Park Service officials. In the
past few vears, occumuloting evi-
dence has greatly exponded the
story of this reglon's early inhabi-
tanta. Among the cbiects gathered
are several pieces of evidence which
indicate the antiquity of maon in this
ared, )

It & now belisved that the Miwok
Indicms used the Yosemite area only
in the summer for secscnal food
gathering (1). For this recson their
structures were not of g permanent
type, the winter climaote being too
savers for their comfortable exist-
ence. These summer campsites are
frequently encountered throughout
the park, ond there is strong possi-
bility that permonent cnes will be
found. During the Hme in which Mr.

*An intraduclion io the archeology of Yosemite Nalional Park, and an anclyais of the “"Yuma'
spear point found in the Yoszemite Falla Indian Cave described by Mr, MeLallan in “The Caves
of Yosemile Valley,” Yosemite Nature Notes, December 1951, The numbers in parentheses
appearing in the text cormespond o relerences in the bibllegraphy at the snd of this article —FEd

Hobert Mclntyre wos assistant po
naturalist in Yosemite (1948 to 155
he compiled data of the know
archeological sites in the park In o
effort to plot each one acourately o
o master map. His survey revealod
that at least 154 sites exist with
the pork ond an additional & jus
outside the boundary (3). More sites
have been discovered since then. The
majority of these are believed to ba
relatively recent.

These sites ronge from bslow
4,000 feat to about 11,000 feet in el
vation. The most commen artifacls
encountered are bone awls, clam
shell disc beads, knives, mortars in
bedrock gromite, pestles, olivells
shells, projectile points, cmd serap
ers (3).

Yosemite National Park, as a sum
mer hunting cnd gcthering ground,
wos also an area of many mealor
trails crossing the Sierra Nevada,
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Yozemlle Valley Indlan villoge

fouse of s central position n
gllicrnia in respsct to both geog
8hy and the culture. It is belleved
this is the reason that flew
cment habitation  sites  have
found.

site in Pate Valley may have
permanent, for there is evi-
tice of 12 depressions in the
gund, cnd these are characteristic
L hobiiction remaoins, Similar house
(21} moy be cbserved through
Son Joaguin Valley cnd into
eon, through Washington and
fle southern British Columbia (17}
‘geries of pictographs are visible
| the granite clifis above the Pote
ley slle. A dort polnt made of
k obszidion, idenlified by the
Buthwest Museum (19) as o possi-
& early Palute peint, was found ot
;-- site In addition to the other usual
ims mentioned above, Thiz may
five been carried thers in the course
frade wih eastern tribes.

dlarama, in Yosemile Museum

Winter =now condifions ore of
prime importonee when discussing,
or looking for, permanent site loco-
Hons. For this regson il is considered
that the sites ot Lake FEleanor and
above Chinguapin Falls may alse
have been permonsnt (15). Bath of
these places, with g southern ex-
posure, ore relatively woarm and
clear of snow when the snow {s deep
in Yosemite Valley.

The Yeosemite Figld School's cross-
country trips hove been instrumental
in the finding of new sites. Whenever
large forest fires occur, new areas
are laid bare o the scil and the fire
crews often locate sites then readily
vizible to both the traoined and un-
trained eve. From this it appears that
these archeclogical sites are well
distributed  through the park.

Any visitor in Yosemite National
Pork may come goross o site but he
should keep in mind the fact that not
only iz it agginat the low to collec



ohiects lying about, but thot so deing
will seriously hamper the archeclo-
gist who needs ol the information he
can obigin in working out the his-
tory of the area. It is therefore very
important for one to be intelligent
and scientific in recording all avail-
akle informeation regarding the cir-
cumstanees of the finding of aiv In-
dicm ohjects or sites, and in reporting
them lo the pork nodurglisis. Many
new sites may be sxpected to be
found in this monner.

The most recent find and possibly
the most impertant was made in Yoo
semite Valley, in a cave, gbout 100
vards along the trail o Yosemite
Falls from the parking lot. Here, in
the center of a small, nearly inacoes-
zible room in the cove, an obliquely
floked spear point was found on
Aumust 2, 1851, by Mr. Ronald Smart.

I

Phato by MclLrllen

Bosalt spear poinl found In Yosemite Falls
Indian Cawa, Audgus! 2, 1851, Inch sguares on
background. '

The polnt iz about 4% inches |
emd is composed of glassy
{see photograph). The line marg
retouching is g unlgue characterd
This type of craflsmanship is pa
lelad by the Egyptiom poniards ¢
neolithic daggers from Denmark
14). Howesrer, it is not possible |
termine the oge of this point, baco
it was found on the surface of §
cave floor. There is weathering
patinction covering the point o
dicated by o small chip that was
cently knocked off the base
aelevation of the cove is aboul 1.
feet above sea level.

It has been reported by Mr. Lo
R. Cavywood, Nationgl Park Servi
crcheclogist far Region Four (4], 1
chliquely flaked points were (ou
at Tenava Lake, elevation 8,142 1
by zome students from the Univerall
of Colifornia. A possible fragment
an obliquely flaked point was loun
by Mr. Hobert McIntyre near a
tor rock in the old arboretum s
Waorwone in 1946, The slevation her
iz 4,100 feet. The records on thi

last two Hnds are, unfortunalely
incomplete.
Anocther obliquely flaked pon

was found in Spider Meadows, o
the surlace of the ground, by Mr
Corl Phillipe on August 4, 1943 (1),
This peint hos a composition of
black obsidiom cnd measures 3%
inches; its tip was broken off at some
sarlier date. The elevation of Spido
Meadows is approxdmetely 4500
foet.

It was belleved almost at once
that these finds were all "Yumd
points. With this the long dormaon
resource of the notional park
crcheology—immediately came o
life. Prior to this Hme only o super
ficial study hoad been made to fur
nizh the Yosemite Museum with o
show collection representing some of
the many points so Iequently en




ted in the park. Some fine
gy (1, 18, 20, 22, 23) had been

R the last remaining Yo
¢ Indicms but this furnished no
'-t'he real history of the park's

# new finds provided the be
i of a very confusing study—
hert has taken over three months
me to a tentative conclusion as
B significance of these artifacts.

nis of this type were first noted
b of o unique and definite shape
r. A. E. Jenks, in 1928, while he
examining an extensive per-
i collection that had been made
uma County, Colorade (26). All
jem had been collected from the
ice. The points were given the
name "Yuma'” from the county
thich they were firsi collected.
was not until 1940 that Yuma
ils were found buried in the
ind, or in site. This site found by
'O, M. Finley (10, 11), near the
i of Eden in Sweetwater County,
oming, established the Yuma
it s one of the earllest arifacts
mcient man to be found in North
grica (8). Using the best geologic
dence on homd at the present lime
"Yuma Cullure’’ is assumed, on
‘average, to be in the order of
00 vears old {5, [4). It was for this
that thers was so much excite-
it in Yosemite.
'he real problem commences with
} foct that points identical in ap-
gronce to these "orlginal Yume
ints" were being found in differ
| parts of the country under very
ferent circumstonces (7, 13, 24)
! the nomes Eden, Scottsbluff,
blique, Plainview, Son Jon, and
gmao-Folsom were being used to
elix '"Yuma” points found in dif
rent arsas (7, 26 The literature has
fcome more and more involved be-
use of the atiempt to consider all
Bse points in the same chronology.

£l

It has recently been proposed to re-
ject the term "Yuma" allogether and
use the remaining terms (12, 27).

For a number of yvears these "di-
agonally floked peoinis” have also
been found in California (3, 13, 18,
24, 25). Here they never had been
assigned to a "“"Yuma" clossificotion
because of the relatively more re-
cent situation in which they were
found. Specifically, these points are
especially characteristic of the Mid-
dle Horizon of the Sacramento Val-
ley (9, 13, 24, 25). Their oge has been
estimated by R. F. Heizer (9) o be
1,500 B.C., and by F. Fenenga (6) as
A.D. 500.

In addition to the central California
specimens mentioned above, parallel ob-
liguely flaked points are well known from
the sonbbern Sievra Nevada foothills, and
of these our Yosewite pieces are repre-
senfative (B), Five similar specimens
were found by Mr. Fenenga at each
of two sites excavated by him in the
summers of 1948 cnd 1950, The first
site was in the Pine Flat Heservoir
in Fresno County and iz identified
as a protchistoric (1800 to 1850) site
of the Wobemuch Mono. The second,
of the same age, was Slick Rock Vil-
lage in the Terminus Reservoir in
Tulare County and is identified as a
sile of the Wukchumni Yolkuts (B).

The problem now has the follow-
ing form: Diogonal obliquely flaked
points have been found in sitw in
sites dated from about 7,000 vears
ago to those dated about 100 years
ago!l No longer is this long, narmow,
lanesolate point an indicater of late
postglacial antiquity, It is, however,
characteristic of the period from
5,000 1o 10,000 years ago (12). These
points will have to be sexcovated
from sites in Yosemite before o del-
inite deate con be placed on them.
From this stage of the study it seems
opparent that the age will be within
1,000 vears rather than 7,000 years.



The natural cuestion arises as o
how the California points mey be
differenticted from  the "original
Yumea type’ points. On this Mr.
Fenenge writes (Bl

One obvious differsnce  between the i
agenaily foked blodes of Califormia and the
parallel obliquely floked blades of the High
Plagins is thal thae Culifernio specimens are
all made of chsidian or other glassy forms of
bosaalt whereas none of the Plains specimens
are. | doubt if this is other thon o simple mat-
tor of source of aupply. The fechniqua of
workmamship appears o me 1o be identical in
the two qreas and the form el the blodes is
wary similar although there is @ higher inci-
dence of concove boses in the Caolifornlo
specimens. Edge and basal grinding is presant
in bath areas.

Fram this it con be seen that there
is o great deal of work to be done in

complimtad picture of the fnnnar
habitants of the park may be |
understood. Throughout the m
of July on archeological survey
the pork wo= conducied by s
groducte students of the Univer
of Californio in cooperation with
Yosemite naturalist staff. This o
sented the first organized survey
the park, It will be importomt o ¢
relate their findings with the oa
lished archeclogical pattern in o
ence for central Californic (23
results will help to tis the known
formation together and, with w
iz learned, form o nucleus for an
dition to the dalready foscinating
terpretive story of Yosemite.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Borreit, 5. A. ond Gifford, E. W,

1333, Miwok material culture. Bulletin of the Public Mussum of the City of Milwon
Cannan Printing Co., Milwoukes, Wis.

2. Beardsley, Richard K.

1948, Culturs sequences in centrol California archsology. Amercan Antlquity, 140101

3. Caywood, Louis R.

1950, Praliminary appraisal of the archeclogical resources of Yosemile Mational P

Manuactigt.
4. Coywood, Louis R,
1951, Personal communication.
5. Cressman, L. 5.
1951,
Arl.l}:.r\u;.m‘ngy. FiAN2R9-313,
& Fenenga, Franklin
1952, Personal communicaticn,
7. Fischal, Hans E,

Weetern prehistory in the light of corthon 14 doting. Seuthwestern Joeonl '

1938, Falsom and Yuma culture finds. American Anticquity, 4(31:252-264.

B. Hack, John T.

1943, Antaquity of the Finley site. American Anfiguity, BER235-241.

9. Heizer, Robert F.

1949, The archeclogy of ceniral California, I The Early Horizen. Anthropologicel Fecow
1201}, University of Calliornia Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles,

10. Howard, E. B, Saltafthweile, L., Jr.,

and Bache, C.

1941, Praliminary reporl en o bured Yuma site in Wyeming. American Antigo

074,

11. Howard, E. B., Solterthwaite, L., Jr., and Bache, C.
1943, Dincovery of Yuma pointn, in sife, near Eden, Wyaming, Ameroan Antiguity, 8 ()

224-234.
12.. Krleger. Alex

1950, A suggested general sequence in North American projectile points. Proceedings
the Sixth Floines Archeclogical Conference, 1948, Anthropological Papers, Mo, 102117
124, Dapartment of Anthropology, University of Uiagh.

13. Lifllard, . B., Helzer, R. F., and Fenenga, F.

1959, An introducton lo the archeclogy of ceniral Californio. Bulletin No. 2, Departmom
of Anthropology, Sacraments Junior Collage, Califernio.

14, MocGowan, Kenneth

1950, Eorly man in the New World, The Maomillan Co., New York.



yte, Robert

81, Personal communleation.
ghan, C. W, and Heizer, R. F.

Personal communicalion.
borne, Douglas
052, Personol communication.
paell, C. P.

|#29, Lasl of Yosemite [ndiats wieits valley after o ¥5year absence. Yosemite Nature
& Notes, 8{7): 68-70.

paan, Ruth Des

1850, Personal communicofion te L. Caywood, Novembar 7, 1850,
flih, Barthe H.
804, Yoaemile legends. Paul Elder & Co., San Francisca,
ong. W. D, Schensck, W. E., and Steward, [ H.
1830, Archeclogy of the Dalles-Deachutes reglon. Universily of Californla Publications in
Amarican Archealogy and Ethnolegy, Berkelay.
yar, H. 1.
1832, The last surviver, Johnek & Seeger, San Franciaco.
ylor, H. L
1836, Yosemite Indians and other sketches. Jehnck & Sesger, San Franclsco,
pgonze, A E, and Cook, 5. F.
1848, The quantitolive investigallon of aboriginal sltes: Complele excovation with
physical and archeclogical onalysia of a single mound, American  AnHgnily,
1341 263-257.

1944, Ancient man in North Amerea. Colorads Museum of Nabural History, Populor

Series, No. 4.

Vormington, H. M.

1950, Tha need for changes In terminslogy of early stone |bdustdes. Procsedings of the
Sixth Plains Archeclegical Conference, [948, Anithrepological Papers, Mo, 11:28.31,

Department of Anthropelogy, University of Ulah,

STATEMENT TO SUBSCRIBERS

g editors of Yosemite Nature Notes wish to express their regret for the
& in publication of this issue. Unprecedsented demands on our official
this summer have made it necessary to fall behind in our normal
dule, to which a return will be made as =ocon as possible—Ed.
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