YOSEMITE

NATURE NOTES

VOLUME XXXII - NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER 1953

Califarmia wnle deer m Abwabuee Meadow, Falf Diowa in disbance
—Ralph Anderson



YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

Camrdy

THE WILLIS GUIDE
Linen covers and Pagea 4 and §

Beproduced from the oviginel in Yescwile

13

AIRTLT

nf Calrfersa Hideolegl Sl

(ot



Yosemite Nature Notes
THE MONTHLY PUELICATICN CF
THE YOSEMITE NATURALIST DIVISION AND
THE YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION, INC.
Jehn C. Praston, Suparinisndant D. E; McHenry, Park Naturolist

D. H, Hubbard, Asecs, Park Naluraliat . B. Hetkanham, Asst. Park Noturalist
W. W. Bryant, [unior Park Naturaiiat

VOL. XXXII NOVEMEER 1953 : ROQ. 11

THE IRA J. WILLIS GUIDE TO THE GOLD MINES*

Edited, with an Introduction, by Irene D, Paden
Foreword by Carl P, Russell

FOREWORD, Tn tha toll of 1928, |. os pork nomrabist m Yessmite Motionaol Pork, received
a letter from Mra. M. D Walkington, London, England. Mra. Walkinglen was o member of the

English family from which came Emily Ann Edmunds, the wile of Jomes Mason Hufchings,
Colifornia  publisher snd pionesr Hotel keeper in Yosemite Valley. Mrs, Walkinglon offered
to maoke avoilable to the Yosemite Museum a eollecton of documents, photos, Hutchings
manuscripts, and small historic objects of Yosemile stgnifissnce, which had cnce been the
property of Mr, and Mrs. [ M. Hutchings. 1 assured her thal we wanted such things;

In due course thers arrived at the Yosemite Museum an essoriment of stulf, delightful o th
eye of the curater, Ihcluded In the ot wos on incomplete se| of Hwdchings Califormia Magasie,
manuscripta in Hulehings' handwriting  representing  public lectures which he dellversd in
Amerled ih the 1870°, numercus Imprinls of the broadsides and latler shests which Huichinga
published in San Fransisco, o variely of sarly-day pheledgraphs made in the Sierra, and news-
paper clippings parfaining to Yosemite and fo the Hulchings fomily. Cns abscure Hem wos o
well-womn, ‘swentsloined Jonghond monuscript of o few pages of g paper, sewed in sollad
linen covers. Inserled undsr the cover was a nole siating, "Nevember B, 1928, This gulds 1o the
gold mines woe under the @over of the late . M. Hutchinga Diary of his lotrney from Jacksan-
ville o Socraments in 1849, 1 i3 not meferzed 1o in the Tlary but was apparently purchosed by
him af the time of his Journay, It bears the name of the compller, Tra T Willie! [elemed]
"Charles Man,”

The unigue charaeter of Ikis goldseskers’ quide was oppreclated fmmediately by the
Yosamite Museum stalf, end 11 was carefully recorded ond placed in fireprocd slorage. Mo
publicity waz glven le i, however, becouse special inguiry oddressed to Mra, Walkingten
brought no further Informetion, The pork noturolist ressrved o nicha for it in his “recollec-
tions,” and, when Mre. Poden's Ju fhe Wake of the Praivie Sehpomer oppeared, hizs inferest in
the old guide weos reaweakensd; the Willia Htam did net appear in her very tharouah bibliao.
raphy.

We regard U lo be mosl fiting thal Mre. Paden should now publish the old guids leaflst,
and it 13 with further thiendks to Mrs, Walkingion thot we =onsion the contenis of the mano-
soript to Mre. Paden's experl inlerpretation. The manueerpl itself i= aill o prized possession
of the Yosemite Mussum, Catelog No, 5175,

CARL P. RUSSELL, Superintendent,
Yosemite Natlonal Park

[Dr, Russell has been on leave irom Yosemite sincs Now. 1, 1852.]

“This article iz seprinted {rem the Californic Hirtorical Sociefy Quuarterly, Val 32, Mo, 3, Septem-
ber 1953, We are greatly indebisd to the publichers, the Colifomnia Hislerles] Sooetly, ond
to the guthor, Mre, Trene Paden. for their kind permission to reproduce thiz fine Hlstere
oocount. Beoouse of Us Jength, it will appear in two installmeniz In Yosemite Nature Notes.—Fd.
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INTRODUCTION —The document here reproduced was writlen in or nesar
Sqlt Lake Clity between the summer of 1848, when the necessary data wers
obigined, and the summer of 1848, when it served to guide James Mason
Hutchinas o Calilorihia. There were similar guides, presumably duplicotes
of all or portions of this one, sold as lote as the summer of 1850, but, it any
other copy still exists, the foct is not generally known to research workers in
the fleld of western history. The quide was not published, end but few travel-
ers mention buying the handwritlen copies.

It seems convenient to toke up the matier under five heodings: I, Who
was Ira Willis {ofien spelled Willes)? 1. How did he happen to write o
aguidebosk? I, Why was such an unimpressive document salable? TV, How,
without sesing a copy, hove historions known that such a guide existsd?

V. Of what terrain or route does it treat?

L

Ira I Willis was one of the veolun-
teers who mads up the Mormon Bal-
falion. With him went his brother,
Sidney Willis. The two traveled to
California with the battalion, thus
making what iz conceded to be the
longest infaniry march in recorded
history.

Our knowledge of the activitiss of
the Willis broethers in Californio is
obtulned mainly from the joumal of
Henry W, Bigler, another battalion
member who, with seven or eighi
ather members, was with James W.
Marshall when Marshall discovered
gold at SButter's scowmill in Jonuory
1848. Bigler communicated with cer-
tain other members of the battalion
wheo were then working at Sufter's
Fort, telling them not to spread the
news excapt to those who could be
truzted to keep the secrel, Az o re-
sult, several of these Mormon bovys,
including Sidney Willis, obtained
permission from Sutter to have o few
days of vacation and to look for gold
at the sawmill. As they were return-
ing, Sidney ond o companion found
gold near a small island in the
American River, ond they guided the
battaolicn members, who had re-
meined ot the fort, back to the place,
They were fairly succsssiul in 18-
covering gold dust and nuagsis as

might hove bean expected, for this

became known In loter months os
the fabulousiy-rich Mormon Diggings.
The isltmdwascalled Mormon Islend.

Blaler, who ‘had traveled from the
sowmill o the fort ai the sams time
as Sidney Willis, but by o differ-
ent route, came to an oarromgement
with Sutter whereby the Mormon
boys aoreed to finish their controct 1o
complete the mill but alterward
tnight mine on shares with Marshall.
This they hoped would provide funds
to take home to Sali Lake City. On
his woay back from the fort to the
sawmil], Bigler comped ot Mormon
Island, His embellished journal, re-
written in 1872 for Hubert Howe Ban-
croft, Teads;

We found 7 of the bays ot work they
hod ioken cut thet day two hundred & 50
dola, This waz the spol whare the flow
parficles was found by tho Mesars Wilis &
Hutgen on fhe 2 of Morch while mtuming
from the sow mill ond thouwghi it pol much
gooounl, , . . The nomes of the men wha

were here ot work wos, Sldney Willis, |I':f
Willia, Willard Hitson, Jesse B, Martin and

Ephroim  the other 2 1 disremember but
think they wers: laroal Evans and Jomes Siy-
It =wae o bout (his llme that ene or boath

of tha Willises haod bisness that called- them
{rom (heir minslng to tha Forf and i sfrikes
me (hey wenl to Yerba Bueno, at gll events
fhey med with Scm Bromman and let him-in
o the secrsl, Mir. Brannan iold them thot he
rould gpecure the mins ap chuteh properiy
and advized {or all the battalion boys to go
1o work In the mine and poay ens tenth fo
him end ke would jurn # over 1o the church
an thalr Ulhing with the undsrstomding at the
same time thal he woe to coms in with the
Wiillees & Huison havelng o  shesr with
them in thelr oloim. This they dons.
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And then, as both Bigler and sub-
sequent history inform us, Sam
Bronnan not only let out the sscret
but published # In his paper, the
California Star, and shouted it in the
streeta. The gold rush was on,

IL

In spite of the atlraction of free
gold, the Mormen bovs fulfilled their
contracts; they also remained stead-
fast in their determinetion to refurn
io Salt Lake Citvy andg their familiss
as soon asg the mountoins were poss-
chle. They wished;, however, to find
a better way thon the cne over
Truckee Summit and along the Truck-
e= River, The misodventures of the
Dionner Party In 1846 had given thot
route o bad name. Henry Bigler
wrole that they wished io "plonser
out o routs aeross the Sierra Nevada
ond if pogsible Hnd o nearst way
than to go the trucksy route ond
shun Crossing the Truckey Hiver 27
times ag we were informed by Mr
Bremncm we should hove to do it we
went that route ond very deep ond
rapid.”  As a result, the retumning
battalion members gathered for the
journey of a ploce near what wos
later called Hangtown. They named
their rendsgvous FPleasani Valley
cmd from hers they sterted on July
4, 1848. Eventually the company
numbered about forty-five nmen and
one woman, wile of o member.
Among them, either with the main
company or overtaking it later, trav-
sled Ira J. Willis,

The notes token on this jowrney
provided him with matertal for the
little guidebook. His party was
opening o new wogon rood across
the Sigrra Nevoda Mountains — on

important segment in the route be-
tween Salt Lake City and California
— ond it iz possible that he wos
oszked to jot down the mileage and
certain data. I 55, the archives of
the Church of Laiier Day Salnts at
Salt Leke City have no record of
the matter, It is even possible thet
not he but someons slse gathered
the data: howsver, the final com-
pilation bore his nome aond was
avidently put together by Willis.

The porty had ghout seventesn
wagons., They corred everything
oblainable that their ingenuity sug-
gested might be helphdl to the strug-
aling colony on the Greal Salt Loke,
from two connon for lts defénse io
uzeful zeed for its planting. In this
way, California oeas mads their ap-
pearance in Uidgh, ond "toos wheat!
from Pueblo. Their course lay along
the divide between the Ameri-
can cnd the Cosumnes rivers.* After
pasaing the comparatively short Co-
sumnes, they were hemmed between
the Americon cmd the Mckelumne.

Willing men went ahead to choose
ond open g read for the wagons.
Within a few davs, three men of an
cdvance parly were killed by Indians
and Tregedy Springs was named in
thedlr memary. Owver what Is now
called Kit Cowson Pass they made
their way, along the backbone of
the mountain south of the modem
highway ond nearly o thousand
teet higher. Down the boulder
choked conyon of the West Corson
River they toiled, cmd won their way
into open country near whoat s now
Genoa in Carson Valley.

They then trekked down the main
Carson  which Bialer called  Filot
Biver, fighting Indicms ond hoving

*Bigler oolls the Cosumnes tha Mocozomy. Moorman, In his notallon for September 22, 1850,
wiites: 'The Conaummes, commonly called the "‘McCosma i3 o rapld Uitle stream, hers,
ogbout thirty feet wids, courslng #ta way 1o the Scuth Wesl, and loses iall in the Socra-
mento sevaral milea balow the city.” The Jowrmel of Madison Berryman Mowrman, ad, by Irens
D, Poden (San Fronclses, Celil, Hist Soc, 1948, Sp. Publ 23), whersin moy be feund refer-

ences -0 overland diaries, afc,



138

g mon wourkled, By this Hms i
wos well inio August, They musi
have poassed the site of Doyvion, and,
on the twelfth, kept a northwesterly
course for 25 miles; theyv struck the
Truckee River and found the “old

Road” — the emigrant trail up the
Truckes, opened by Caleb Green-
wood and the Murphy-Stevens

Townsend Party in 1844, and which,
in the inlerim, haod been used by
moat Californicbound smigrants.
Following this troil eastward led
them past the sink of the Humboldt
{often called Mary's River) and along
the course of thiz stream,

The little company now had a
well-marked road ghead, punctuatsd
by encounters with westhound emi-
grant partles, and with hungry In-
dians whe shot their animels in the
hope that the carcasses would have
o be lett within reach. Approdmate-
Iy 215 miles east of the place whete
they had touched the Truckee Biver,
Bigler states thol they mst a com-
pany of ten men with poack animals
under the leodership of "Capt. 3.
Hinsly"—the sames man well-known
In the annals of California as Sam-
uel J. Hensley. H we interpret Bigler's
mileage correctly, the meeting took
place  twenty-odd miles west of
Gravelly Ford, in the valley betwesn
Battle Mountaln emd Dunphy:  but
lseway must be allowed for error,
both in Bigler's sstimate and in the
quidebock itsslf,

Hensley had been in Califomia
since 1843; he hod gome east fo
tesiify at the courtmertial of John
C. Fremont and was returning to
the Pacific coast. The day was Surn-
dery, August 27, 1848, The battalicn
men did not travel on the Sabbath,
end hod met for prover in the tent
of one of the campany. Just as the
sarvice concluded, the westhound
packers were seen coming along
the irail. Bigler wrote:
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We was met by Capt 5. Hinsly o pock-
ing company of 10 men. we . gol a4 way
hill of our Food from here lo Salt lake ond
nai go by Ft Haoll and save about 8 or 10
davs travel, we learn from Mr Hinsly
that it is not more than g bout 380 miles to
the loke to toke o serten cut-off which
we are sure to find with plenty of wood
werter and grogs o rowd thot he cwm bul
waggons hove mever want thets belore

a good waggon rout he got de-
feated in attempting 1o go- Haistinga cut off
and turped bock and found this koew rout
ol 70 miles saveing a boul 1530 -or 200 mi,

This wasz glad news for men who
wanied above all things to reach
their new home ot Salt Lake City,
which had been founded by their
families the yeoar before.

Then, o day or two later, they met
o large wagon train under the guid-
cnce of Joseph C. Chiles, who ai-
templed lo give them directions to a
still shorter route—probobly some
variation of the one he, himsel, had
traveled in 1841, when, with the Bid-
well-Bartleson Party, he had left the
Oregon Trail at the grect bend of
Bear River and had come southwest,
north of the Great Salt Lake —
through what iz now Silver Zone
Pasg in the Tooma RHange cmd Secret
Pass through the Ruby Honge, They
were undable o find this cuteff afler
diligent search. The incident is of in-
terest, howsver, for, while discussing
the problem of culeffs, Chiles svi-
dently told them of his intention io
find o road leading southwest o the
Carson River deross the Humboldt
Sink. I seems probable thet they
had firsl teld Chiles of the new
road they had opened with so much
labor across the Sierra Nevadea and,
by way of the Weast Carson River,
into Carsen Valley, This is purest
speculation, os such o conversation
apparently was net recorded; but
it seems the only explanation for the
directions in the Willis Guide con-
cemning the country between the
sink of the Humboldt and the Sierto
Nevada, which read as follows:
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Theo best water hare [ ol the Sink] isin < slough

thal posses through a band & o narrow

Blutf. Hare also you may fnd

o naw Wack on your ledl thal Childs

intandad 1o make las! fall which may be

naarer & a less distance to do withowt

arass & wilar,

By the Battalion route from the Snk

{o the hot Springs, oo grass, poor water 20

Thence 1o Truckie River, good comp. 25
The romd forks bere.

You will fakes the laft hand rood

1o Solmon Troud river,” good camp, 2=

(Childs rood f made comesin

at this or the next comping ploce [}

Chiles was successful in establish-
ing his projected shottcut across
the deseri of the sink of Humbeldt
River. Tt was an accomplished foct
long bstore the little guidehooks
were sold, but Ira Willls and his
comrades could net be cerloin, so
it was listed o8 o possibility,

This intormation, which seems to
lang much forther west at the
sink of Humboldt River, is inserted
here, becouse it was atl this peint in
their journey that the battalion men
must have received the instructions.

Buying some bocon and bufialo
meat from Chiles' wagon train, the
two compomies parted, and Willis
with his comrades moved on to the
head of Humbeoldt River, whers they
logt a day or two in obortive at
tempts to find the shorter rood o
the Gregt Salt Loke described by
Chiles, The days were not wasted,
however, a3 they thoroughly ex-
plored Bishop's Creek Canyon, which
was to prove o shorter emd more
popular route io Fort Hall then the
old read through what is now Wells,
Nevada.
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When they had reluctontly given
up hope, they turned neorth through
Thousend Springs Valley and along
Gonze Cresk, untll they came al-
mest to Flatiron Mountain and lurned
right, up o little creek, to Gronite
Pass, Hers they camped in the
mountaing, gnd here it was thet
their advance pilots returned to tell
them that they had found the furn-
off into Henslev's newly-made cut-
off just eight miles chead.

The cufoff, marked definitely by
the two Steeple Rocks at the south
portal of the City of the Rocks, was
easy to find and permitied travelars
to turn zoutheast toward Salt Loke
Citv, instead of continuing north-
east towerd Fort Hall. The new
route corried o large per cent of
the goldrush hordes and, in three
more years, was practically to wipe
out trovel on the dangerous Haos-
tings' Culoft seuth of Great Saltlaks,

The people in Salt Lake City dght-
fully f2lt that the new and fovor
able rood, troveled by the boatialicn
boys in returning to their fomilies,
wag o great contribution. Apparently
Irer Willis wos either given or os-
sumed the tosk of assembling their
dota in the form of o trovel guids,
gtroight cmd o the poinl, without
whet might heve been considersd
superflucus comments on the plonts
{other them the general term, “grass')
or wild onimals the traveler might
tind.

{To be concluded In December Issue, with full
transcript of origingl Willis Guide}

*Balmon
gpplied the name fo the Trockes.

Trouy, River, in this instonce, relers fo the Carsen River, although somse travelere
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HIGH-COUNTRY PLAYMATE

By Robert W. Hillerby, Yosemite Field School, 1953

During my frst visif to Tuolumns
Meadows [ was surprised as [
walked through the guiet, sunlit,
open land to find my presence cc-
knowledged by numercus small
sgulmmels, At first | supposed that the
ghrill whistle which scunded as.| ap-
procched came from o bird; but then
I notesd o small srect squirrel, bal-
anced on hind fest and holding its
forelegs close fo the body In o posi-
tion of Ingquisitvensss (its portralt is
on oiur back cowver), | stood motion-
lez= =0 Gs not to frighten It, but soon
my own curlosity got the better of
me cmd 1 crapt slowly cleser. But
naot too close; for no seoner did | start
to move than the cnimal turmed and
darted into o nearby burrow, and [
was left wishing I had not moved so
near, This wos my first acqualntance
with the Belding ground squirrel.

Nicknamed the “pickel pin" be-
comigse of s habil of sittng erect on
It haunches to spot the approach of
donger, thig small mammal when
ssen ol o distance gcrcss the mead-
ow locks much lke o plcket driven
into the ground to tether o horse. Ac-
tually the Belding is o timid rodent
cnd doss not wander for from Hs
burrow; but it hos o vast curiosity,
and if this remains unsatisfied the
cmimeil will rise more and mere until
it iz standing belt upright on the soles
of itz hind feet. [is coll of warning
itz o quick successlon of five or six
short piercing whistles, weakening
slightly towaord the lost. This seems
to coution other squirrels who im-
medictely sfop, stond, and look in
lhe direction of the intruder. At times
like these, Beldings are cbserved to
be twitching their noses, cnd it is
thought thot the sense of small aids

thelr zight and hearing. When
danger approoches too close, the
squirre]l needs only o short dash to
be sale inside its burrow. However,
it doss not stay long inside, bul soon
pokes its heod owl again, to just be-
low the level of the eyes, to zee once
maore what is happening,

Thiz mammeal was first collecied
in 1885 by Lvman Belding, an early
resident of Stockton and a neturalist
of considerable ottainment. It wos
subsequently classtfied and noamed
Citellus beldingi, lts general coloration
ls light yellowish brown, poler en
the undersurface of the body, and
thers is a broad orea of bright Tad-
dish brown down the middle of the
back. The length of the body is about
7 inches, with the tall being aboul
o third as long. Older adults show
greater size, especially of the head,
ond males gre o tifle lorger thon
females. As il scampers on its short
legs roross flat land where thers is
not much grass, the onimal has o
rather hegvy run with little up-and-
down movement, and the {ail is kept
down. When negotioting high grass
it does not port the stalks and plungs
theough, but rather jumpa high over
the grass, thereby obioining good
glimpses of possible enemiss In the
surrounding cirea.

The "plcket pin" is a resident of
the grassy vallevs of the high moun-
tains; in Yosemite it iz-geen principal-
ly in Tuolumne Meadows and simi-
lar high country. It inhabits the open
levels amd digs ils burows in the
meadows near sources of fead, The
Belding iz only rarsly found in
timber or brushlonds. It is strictly
terrestrial and doss not climb. Sarne-
times individuals ore seen to clam-
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ber over small rocks for o look
around, but there is very little activity
on boulders, Above timberline where
there may be limited paiches of
grass around  litle glacial lakes,
a small population is often supported,

The Belding burrows benesath rocks
ar legs, cnd frequently appropriates
the funnels of pockst gophers. Their
mounds are seldem conspicuous,
even though, as found in the investi-
gation of one burrow system, enough
dirt must have been excovated io
HIl two S-gullon cans. The absence
of dirt in the burrow er about the
entronce is possibly due to heovy
rains or melting snow which would
weash it away. The average width
of the enfrance is 2 inches. In the in-
vestlgation referred to, the burrow
was dug generally to o depth of
about 13 inches, the animal being
limited by the increasing amount of
moisture in the soil af lower levels.
The total length of tunnel was 54 feet.

Balding ground sguimrels seem 1o
prefer the low:growing herbaceous

168

planis for foods, and depend less on
the lorger seeds, nuts, and roots then
the Californla ground sguirrsl which
lives af much lower slevations. For-
aging through the meadows, they
feed on the gtems and seeds of wild
grasses ond are especially {fond of
the frulls ol mustards. Frequently
grasshoppers are ecien cnd perhaps
other insects as well. When feeding,
the Belding slits in o hunched posi-
lon with its bedy supported by the
hind legs, and pulls the focd to its
mouth with the forefeet, There Is no
evidence of storing much food, since
caches are seldom found in the tun-
nels, Observations of above-ground
activities have not indicated storage,
and the cheek pouches of the oni-
metl are rather small. One individual
wers seen o store hay, but later ex-
amination showed that none of the
material was used for food.
Young "pickel ping” are born
abeout the bealnning of July, usually
in litters numbering up to six. One
brood per veor is produced, They

Aniderrom

Tilden Laoke—"picket pln" zsountry
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grow rapidly, being ones-third fully
grown when they first appear above
ground ot the age of 2 weeks. As
they first emergs, scampering around
the mouth of the burrow, the mother
watches over them closely. At the
slightest iregulartty or indication of
danaer she glves the warning whistls,
in this case a lower pitched double
note or bark, and the young quickly
disoppent down the burraw. On one
ocoasion a litter of six was walchsd
playing in the vicinity of the hole,
when the mother sounded her alarm
and much difficulty was encountered
as thev all tried to crowd at once
into the Z2-inch entramce.

O =1l the species of ground squir-
rels, Beldings appear to be the har-
diest in their ability toendure the long,
cold winters charocteristic of the high
mountaing in which they live. Thelr
habit of hibermation tides them over
the extremes. Very little iz known
about the duration of the winter
sleap, though it probably is depend-
ent on focters such os oltitude,
weather, age, and food supply. Some
okservers have indicated o long hi-
bernation, perhaps 8 months; others
believe it to be shorter, the obun-
domeoe of green focd all summer en-
abling the Beldings to stay active
later then other species of the lower
altitudes, Most ground squirrels be-
come excessively fat during the late
summer and early fall months., As
the cold weather ensues and snow
covers the ground, thev use under-
ground burrows for their sound
winier dormonecy thal ressmbles
death  itself. Body temperatures
which approdch the coldness of the
gurrounding ground have been re-
corded, In some cases at the freez-
ing peint. "Picket pins!’ hove been
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found eut of hibemation in the Tuol-
umne Meudows region as sarly as
April 26 before the snow had gons,
and others have been seen as late
aa Septemnber and Oclober after the
first snow had fallen.

Small rodents ofien furnish tempt-
ing medls for other cmimels; end the
Balding has its enemies omong the
larger high-mountain carnlveores.
Weoszels, martens, badgers, and coy-
otes hove been observed running
down ond attacking if, and thess
predators suraly toke thedr toll of the
litlle "'picket pin," thereby rendering
its shrill whistle and erect, woichiul
posture very impaortant {o survival,
Upon close Inspection of the fur of
this squirrel, numercus small, black,
hairless areas are often noted. They
are due sither 1o porasites or to fight-
ing. When fighting with other mem-
bers of the species cver o tidbit of
food, Beldings usually play o blub
ing gome, chosing each other vig-
orously until one gives up. If really
angry they grab and blle, honging
on with their teeth while rolling over
and over, cnd when one finaly bites
through the hr the other guits and
rung off o5 fost o8 possible.  After
such actions, wel and wellchewed
places maoy be found cn the body.
They do not seem to fight with chip-
munks over food and ore seldom
seen chasing these small onimals.

Native to the high Sierra, burrow-
ing benesath the beoutiful mountain
meadows, the Belding ground sguir-
rel or "picket pin"' as he is aifection-
ctely called is an inferesting ploy-
mate for the mountain hiker. With
his whisting call of recognition and
his' very human curtosity he wel-
comes one to the high country in
true old-fushioned meountainser style.

e
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A LITTER FOUND IN LITTER
By Richard R. Wason, Ranger Naturalist

Several visitors to the Mariposa
Grove of giont sequolas were some-
wheat stortled recently to see an
otherwiza sone-locking ranger natb-
uralist lifting [ollen logs and peering
undser same with more thomn o cosual
interest. Speculation on the noture of
this: phenomenon ranoged from ter-
mite hunting to a rather unsubtle sug-
gestion thot the noturalist was bereft
af his sensse. A= a maller of facl, a
photogenic salamaonder was his
gquarry, which sssking, however,
wad o go unredgquited.

But, as iz =0 often the case In nat-
ural sxplorations, a reward other
them the ene sought was forthcoming.
Lz a log near the fallen Massochu-
getts tree wos lifted, there was o
great sourrying about, flashes of
brown, white, and steel garay, and
congiderable high-pitched squeak
ing. A& mother whitefooled mouse
and her seven nurslings had been
rudely disturbed. With much heasts
the mother mouse made her woy to
the end of the log that still rested
on the ground, desperctely sesking
cover, with five of the youngsters
honalng on for dear lilsl In the

2 or 3 minutes during which the log
wos elevaled, the mouse cnd her
awkword cargo of hitchhitkers made
gseveral forays outward from the
meager sheller, apparently trying to
gather up the missing pair of off-
spring. On the last of these trips, one
of the two was picked up, kittenlike,
inn its mother's mouth and waos coar-
ried o short distance. At thoat meo-
ment o passing culamaoblle (" Looking
[or termiles, Hanoer?™) frightened her
so thot this sixth passenger was
dropped, and the mother et al meds
for a cavity beneath onother nearby
log, dropping a third little squeaker
on the way, As two beady eyes sur-
veyed the scene from their subter-
ranean retreat, 1 recssembled the
fric of temporary ocrphans—thres
blind mice who could barely croowl,
much less run. Placing them in the
nest, | noticed that it was buili of bits
of shredded paper (ol last, something
good con be said for humean litterl).
Soon after, mother mouse and the
rest of her brood returmed to the nest,
The eniire episode wos almost as
exciting to the watcher as #t must
have been to thoze being watched.







