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EDITOR'S NOTE: This fa the-second half of the arlicls thai was begqun o the November tesue,
helng a reprint from the Culifornis Hiterical Seciety. Quarterly, Val. 32, No, 3. Seplembar 1953,
It describes a remorkoble handwrittan llttle bock that served 1o guids plonsers o Colifornia
dutlng the gald rush, incluging Jomes Moson Hutchingas—Califomio publisher ond early hots]
keepsr in Yosemlte Valley. We are greatly indebled to the origingl publishers of the arliche,
the Catifornio Historical Secisty, ond ta the authar, Mrs. Irens Paden, far their kind permission

to reproduce it in Yoesndle Nadure Nodes,

IIL

The cnzwer to the guestion why
this: small hondwritten  decument
was salable lles in the fact that i
had no competition nor substitute.
When the majority of the ‘49ars. left
the well-heaten Oregon Trall to head
for Califormia, they hoad no guide-
bock. Fremont's report of his 1843-
44 expedition, which many had used
thus far, wos ussless, for Fremeont
had continued to Cregon and thence
had come south Into Calilfornic, Clay-
ton's Hne guide, by way of the trail
lying north of the Platte River,
stopped of Solt Lakes City. Other
guides, such o= JeHerson's ond
Wore's, which were published in
1849, were not vel in general use.
Trovelers were ot their wits' end for
relichle informotion. The pull was
strong {o come wesl by way of the
comforting civilization of the new
Mormon city: but Hastings' Cutof,
which hod heretofore been the only
direct route thence to Callforniea, was
justly dreaded by oll. Willis' guide-
bBook offered on ccceptable solutton.

The  thrifty Mormon people wers
badly in need of money with which
to buy the supplies thev could neot
raize. Every talent, every bit of hon-
est work that could be converted into
available funds were utillzed. The
heavy migration to California in 1849
was o source of incoms, streaming
past thelr very deors. They raised
vegetables ond peddled them for
out on the trail, They did the neces-
sary blacksmithing, They ron steady
and relioble ferries over the larger
rivers. They bulll tollbridges over
gsome of the smaller oness, They
pasiured tired cmimals. Now, in Ira
Willis® litle guidebook they had
another commedity to sall. Fven
though the profits might be small,
they evidently went ot the project,
hammer and tongs. We know thot
moere than ene person did the copy-
ing, becouse one traveler eam-
plained that his partial copy was
pootly spelled. We know that they
were done hostily, for the cover of
the Yeosemite copy bears an uncor-
rected error, We even know that the
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whole project wos done  without
suparvision from competentl cuthori-
ties, beccuse errors in the addition
oppear. But, no melter how  indif
ferently executed, the litle docu-
ments were a real contribution.

I

How hove =iudents of weslern
trexila known that such o guidshock
exlsted? Why, cquite neturally,
through recding the doily journals
of individuals who used it. Several
instonces have come to their al-
tention. Lorenzo Sawvyer mentions
the Mormon Guide in his notation
for June 25, 1850, Willlam T. Cole-
man  wrate, "We were provided
with o Mormon guidebeaok, published
by cne whe had become fomiliar
with the everlond routss during the
Mexicon War, cnd later by g ttip
to and from California.” The word
"published” ssems poorly chosen,
but Colemon probably meont Ira
Willis' production.

]. Goldsborough Bruff mentioned,
on August 29, 1849, that he had
purchased the latisr portion of such
a gulde, and he proved to postsrity
that he had done so by copying it
in his noles.

Sarah Roves used it. She wrole,
"Our enly gquide from Scit Lake City
consisted of two small shests of nots
paper, sewed fogsther, and bearing
on the ouiside In writing the tifle,
Best Guide to the Gold Mines, 816
miles, by Ira [, Willes, G SL City." "

Modison Moormen  bought g
"guide" in 18530, When the auther
of the present arlicle edited his jour-
nal for the Coalifornia Historica] Se-
clety in 1948, the subject was dis-
cusaed and speculoed upon of some
length in the notes. Actugl knowl
edge of the wording of the Willis
qguidebook has claritied much of the
speculation. Permissionkindlv given®
to quote briefly from the letters of
Finley McDiarmid has shed addi-
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tHional light on the subject. One spec-
ulation was the possibllity thot
Sarah Royvee and Moormaon bought
the some guide, ond thet, as Moor-
mon purchassd it over twenty miles
out on Hostings' Cuteff, it might be
for that route. One of Sarah Rovees's
sictements seemed to make this
likely: “. . . wa comped,” she wrote,
"on the head bremeh of Mary's River,
end on Monday morning passed
through a conon which brought us
to the River isell” Granted that
Bishop Cresk (on the Fort Hall route)
was considered the head branch of
Mory's River, her parly was unlikely
to be wellinformed on the subject,
Furthermore, in passing through the
cornyon they were already on the
river, and, upon emerging, met noth-
ing lorger than they hod already
zeen, On the other hand, i Sarah
Roves had traveled by way of Has-
tings' Cutolf, her party would emerge
from the canvon of the South Fork
onte the fullfledoged river. Al of
which sounds convincing, but {t does
not alter the foeol thot Sorah pur-
chazed the Irag Willis quidebook and
evidently traveled by iz guidomece
vicr the new toute to the Fort Hall
Rood. She and her party could not
fail to recognize the unimpressive
cresk which they met after emerging
from Bishop Coemyon, becouse it was
plainly labeled “"Mary's River” in
the guids.

Meormen, on the other hand, gave
no description of his "guide,” but, ot
the end of the second day's journey
out from Salt Lake City, he wrots;
"We nooned upon a creek near to o
lcne heouse where some men wers
engaged in fiting some timbers for a
scwmill, . . . We purchosed from
them oan imperfect guide for our
road. . .. " In view of the fresh in-
formation given in McDicrmid's let-
ters, it now seems likely that Moor-
mem's guide was sold by the same

*Acknowledgment i mode to Mr. ond Mis. Lerey A, Heynolds of Alomeda for this courtesy.
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group of men as was McDiarmid's,
‘omd that #t may hoave been similar;
in which cose it wos indeed for the
desert portion of Hastings' Cutoff,

Melicrmid, troveling about o
week laler thom Moormon, wrote o
his wife from the comp al the foot
of Pilat Paak ot the west edge of the
Salt Dessrl. In the letter, he com-
plained thot his party had been Jed
to belisve that the distance froem
water o waler aereoss the desart was
much shorter than the actuality.
"This false information,” he wrote,
“ms to the precise dislonee aoross
the desert to grass ond woter was
maoslly given by a Mormon who was
building o sawmill 25 to 30 miles this
gide of Salt lake. He sold to the
emigremts, who are generally too
ready to groh ot ony infarmation or
receive cmy mem's. stery, o chort er
map of the rood over the desert,
marking the springs, feed, distcmcs
& &, He sets the distance at 60
miles, whereas it is ot least 90 it not
100. | here send vou a fect simile of
his meap.”

In justice to the s=ller of the

‘chart

l
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or map, it must be sald that al-
though extremely crude, it does
not appear to be errcneous, ond the
misinformetion must hove occurred
by word of mouth, or, possibly, hove
besn o trogic misunderstanding.

Thanks to Scrah Rovee, studsnts
knew whot the tile page of Willls'
oauldebook locked like. Thonks to
Brull, they knew how some of it was
worded. It is o great thrill to see thi
eld copy with its soiled cloth cowver,
maode apparently from o man's linen
homdkerchief, and its tiny craomped
writing. It Is like o ghost taken from
the middle of the lmst century and
materialized in this.

V.

Az to the terrgin through which
the little quide led s travelsrs, some
af it hos besn mentionsd, unovaoid-
ably, In the previous poaragraphs:
bul, beginning ot 5ali Lake City, it
crm be set down brisfly: Ira Willis
wis meraly reversing the rouls
which he had traoveled in returning
from Cdifornia, in - order to make
the directions sultable for westbound
emigranis.

From Nab paledimg iw  Caljforpia . Skade  Librery

Butter'a Mill, Colomd, sits of hisloriz gold discovery thei led o Calilamis gold msh.
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From Salt Lake City, the route led
north through what is now Ogden;
it crossed in succession Weber River,
Bear River and the Malad, which the
"49ers usually dubbed Mud Creek;
thence o Blus Springs, thence nerth-
erly to Hansel Springs, Desp Creek
weis crossed near modern Snowville
and its shotl course followed until
near its sink, West o Pilot Springs
and then Emigromt Spring, reached
just at the foot of Reft River Moun-
tcins. Thence northwesterly o Raft
River. The gulde seemingly refers to
this strecm oz "Cojiers,” although
theweord (which cppears twice) might
be otherwise interpreted. Henry Big-
ler refers to it in his journal as Ceash-
fer Cresk, ond some of the many
variations used by the westbound
emigrants were Casus, Cassla,
Cemua, and other more elaborate
versions, An interesting conjecturs
ig thet the copyist may have used
the old form of “S," which looped
below the line as does a 1" Such on
3" would be more comrectly used
as the second letter In “ss'': it iz not
found elsewhere In the guids, but,
when o person was copying some-
one else’s handwriting, it might eas-
{ly have occourred.

The new woagon road followesd up
the general course of Baft River some
feri miles, then left I emd went post
the southem gateway of the Clty of
the Rocks—a lush mounioin mead-
aw, studded with ond suroundsd
by huge pointed rocks. Two of thesze,
very prominent beside the trail, Big-
ler hiaad called the Twin Slaters, but
they appear on the guide a= Steeple
RBocks and are stll known by that
title.

Mow the trail 1ed west "over g hill"
ten miles to Gooss Creek. This ls
something special in the line of un-
derstatement, oz mony of the '49srs
considered Graniie Pass descent
very bod indeed. The ascent of
Goose Cresk tock them south into
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Newvada, where they passed through
Thousand Springs Valley—referred
tn as Hot Spring Valley, Thence fo
a branch of Humboldt River, which
they followed through a cocmyon,
crossing it nine times. This was the
canyon which the betiadion men had
explored on the way east, while
hunting for Chiles' route. It is one of
the head branches of Humboldt
River cnd is now known as Bishop
Creek Conyen. Then they followed
the Humbaldt to its sink, and it wos
hers that the purchosers of the gquids-
book were to look corefully for the
wheel marks of Chiles' wogon train,
cutting across to the Carson River
toward what iz now Leetesville. In
cosa. they could not find them
{or in case Chiles had changed his
purpose aond had not gone that way),
the purchassr was to conlinue on
the regular tradl to the Truckee River
cmd there pick up the lracks of the
bettalion members. Their trace con-
nected the old tradl up the Truckee
with the new trail they hod maode
along the Carson, probably leaving
the old ones somewhere westof what
iz now Wadsworth, and siriking the
Corson o tew miles sast of Dovton.
Thence up the Carson fo the comyon
of the West Carson, and so on
acroas the Slerra Mevodo to Hong-
town, as previcusly outlined.

Thea route became ot least Do
ular as the trail up the Truockee
River, cnd, dividing the burden of
the gold rush of 40 with the laiter
and with the Lassen Trail, brought its
toir proportion of new citizens o
California.

Ira Willis was in Lehi, Utah, in
1849, the year [cllowing his return
o his people. We know that he wos
married, omd the foact of his death iz
established ameng the records aof
the Mormon Church as howving oe-
curred on December 5, 1863, from
the cecidental overturning of <
wogon-lood of wood:

Following poge: Complete transcript of the Willis Guide



Best Guide
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816 miles

by
Ira J. WiLis

G. S. L. City

(2}

Thenca to the Cld Read near
the Steepls Rocks, 6.
to Gocse Cresk over a hiil 10.

192,
Several camping ploces from the
Steepla Rocks fo Goose Creeck

" up Goose Creek, good comping 22,
" to the Hot Spring Vaolley i3,
oot @nd Spring (good comp|]| B.
" through the Valley 3z

Fawnd gasd comping ploces,
nene of them more than 0 miles aport
to o Branch of Marv's River

Woy Bill of distences, camping
place, rivers, ot springs etc on
the Route from G, 5 L. City to

tho Gold Mines, Ml
To Bear River, crossing the YWeber
4 miles thiz side of Capt Brown's
Rocdometer Meosure B4,
{Good comping of short distances|[) |
Thance to Maolod o Mud Creek 3.
"W the 1st Woarm Spring &,
W o da Coimping 14,

ELI T

Spring in the Mis. good comping 12,
down desp Creek cross. of the Bend 6,

" " " gaod camging &

" to Springs in the plains  poer * 10
" Coliess [or Cajius] Creek, good eomping
at several places in sight on feft 26,

" up Caojiers [or Cajius| Creek; good camping 7.

178,
3}
Thence over a hill throvgh o kanyom
to wherg you strike Mory's River again 20

{oood comming & good in the konyor.| ||
Then to-a pars in the hills where you
crosd the River twice good comping

all along, 72,
Y " The next crossing of Mary's River
nood crmpina ol along a1,

Y over o drive without gross er water 14,
“ o the lower crossing of Mory's River

taoed comping[]] 14,
" tg the lower camping ploce en the
River, qross scaroe 25,

" to o Slowgh, poor comping grass scarce 150

= rhrou:rﬂrqg :ﬂ:::qunssnu 8. ‘ the Sink of Mary's River
11
20,
thie Bramch % times, camping B i i .
to Mary's River good comping 586
all along 19, Tha best water here is In o slowvgh
thot passes fhrowgh a bend & o narrow
423 Blutf, Hare olta you maoy find
Mortine Fork: of Mory's: River ; i
gead camping all alang &0,
359,
(4} 1=

@ new track an your left that Childs
intended fo make lost fall which may be
maarer & o less distonce to da without
gross & water.
By the Battolion raute fram the Sink
to the hat Speings, no gross, poor water 20,
Thenoe te Truckle River, good camp 25
522,
[Shouid be &31]
The road forks berr,
You will take the left hand rood
te Salmen Trout river, geod comp, 25,
[Childs read |f made comes in
at this or the next comping pla:e|||
Then turn to the right ond cross q

bemd,  osod comping 15.
up the River good comp, i
crozs a hill ta the river, goed T2,
to Pass Creek Kanyon, good

camping every few miles A%
through Poss Creek Konyon L3

Tas.

Thern to Red Loke or the foot of the dividing

Ridge Callf. mis, 1L
749,
good comping, nigh by,
Then to Loke Valley, good comping £
" awer the highest Ridge to Rock
Valley, good camping 10.

*  ta the Leek Springs, good comping
& good by by {n‘r]: the woy 13
" Como Creek, poor camping 1o
dowr the ridge & then youl arrive
inte a wvolley two miies, on your left

aross planty 16

Y o Plen=ant Vallev, ¢iald Mlies 12,
Bl1&.

s Ethers 8K
B&2,

IShould be BYT]
1'I'|Tn_||;l|.'r|!' L Salman Trout are: wod
Ik same river but Mary, Ogden &
Humbsaldr are:)
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"WHAT HAPPENED TO YOSEMITE FALLS?"
By Henry G. Weston. Jr., Ranger Naturalist

End-of-the-season visitors olten con-
front the ronmger naluralist disop-
pointedly, asking the question
"Where iz Yosemite Fualls?' or
"What happened to Yosemite Falls?”
The [alls are, withowut doubt, one of
the featurss most responsible for the
universal fome of Yesamite Valley.
They hove been described in palnt-
ings, photographs, and writings as
well as in spoken words by innu-
mercble admirers. It comes, then, as
ot disoppointment to many fravelers
when thev realize that due to sea-
sonal chongess in amounts of wiotsr
in gtrecms of the Sierra Nevaoda,
Yosemite Falls—like oll the others
in the park—present o vorying as-
pect at different times of the vear
Az the summer sedson progresses
cnd the mslh water rom the preced-
ing wintsr's snowpock dwindles, the
volume ond force of Yosemite Cresk

Andel  Adaws

Yosemile Falle

become appreciably less, Very littla
rain comes during the summer fo
sustain the flow, The appearance of
Yosemite Falls changes oocordingly,
cnd by laote Bugust the cresk and
the folls are reduced 1o o mere
trickle, barely discernible it cle-
scends the steep face of the valley
wall. Usually, even this trickles dries
up, leaving o bore, water-stained
cliff to grest the visitor.

The drvingup dates of the spee-
tocular 2,425-toot-high saries of folls
hove been recorded for g number of
vears by the noturalist staff of the
Yosemite Museurm. Beginning with
1847, these dates are as follows:

Year Date tlow stopped
1947 August 19
1548 August 21
12479 August 14
1950 August 18
1951 August 15
1952 Some all summer,
ezsentiolly dry Ogtober |
1953 Some all summer,

eszentiolly dry Seotember 15

The  gradual  diminlshing of Yo-
semite Falls from it springtime
splendor of freeleaping, matchless
beauty to its fnal thin, woavering
“domp atreak'’ ocoours every yeor.
Az In the plant cmd emimal werld,
summer tokes its cnnucl ol of
wioterfalls, For those guests, then,
whose particular attraction o Yo
semite Valley iz the prozpect of view-
ing the world-fameous Yosemite Falls,
w can only urge that they time their
vigita in late spring, so as to fully
enjoy the peak of the display as the
falls coscode ond cotgpult In o
mighty leoping plunge down the
zide of the cliff, Whatever the =sa-
zon, though, mony dther features—
I not wederlolls —that  comprize
Yosemile's yeorlong chorm make
any visit a rewarding one.
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INDIAN GRAVESITES OF THE YOSEMITE CEMETERY
By Richard R. Jackson, Ranger Naturealist

Past wisitors at the Indian circls in
the Yosemite Museum wildflower
garden will recall many interesting
experiences talking with soma of the
old Yosemite Indicms. Today the
park visltor will find it diffteult to sse
or hear phases of their early-donr
customs, for the aogsd descendants
of the original inhaobitants of this
ored ore disappsaring, Along with
thelr puassing, it seems that their
much-enjoyed folkwavs alss are
vonishing.

Torbice (Moggie Howeard) ond
Chief Les-mes ([Chris Brown) will
long be remsmbered for their contri-
butions lo the continuance of Yo-
semite Indiom lore: Tobuce died 7
yeoars ago next month, and as of
thiz v=ar Chief Lee-mee finds it no
longer possible to perform his done-
ing. We are {ortunate in having Looy
Telles, some =seventy vears of age,
gtlll coming to the Indiom circle
whenever her health will permit,

Becouse of the endurlng interest
on the part of travelers to the park,
ond the loss of many of the old In-
dicms, [ felt thet o supplement to
Mrs. H., ]. Tavlor's chapter on
"Cemsetery In  Yosemlle Valley”
from Yosemite Indians  and  Other
Sketches might be of some value for
a continued source of knowledge in
regard fo these native residents
Mrs. Taylor has o wealth of informao-
tion on the establishment of the
cemetery areqa, and importomt focts
about meost of the white people burled
there, but few dato are availahbls
fer our use pertaining to the Indicm
groves. The remaining portions of
thia artlcle, therefore, will offer col-
lected bits of nformation on the 10
Indicn gravesites in the Yosemile
Cemetery, gathered from momy

sources, including interviews with
Indicms now living in Yosemite,

Nine of the grave markers are
redwood booards  that have besn
placed In recent times, while the
tenth is simply a graonite boulder.
The following accounts are headed
by inscriptions excctly as they ap-
pear on the 10 markers:

SALLY ANMN
CASTAGMNETTO

DIED
APRIL 10
1932

YOSEMITE

Sally Ann Dick Costognelts was
a fullblood Yosemite Indion. Her
father weas Indiem Dick, and her
mother waz May Dick. Bally Ann
wasz considered to be cone of the
most becutiful of Yesemite Indions.
She was full of lite and very tolka-
Hve, Her first husband was one of
the ecrly miners by the name of
Stegmom, After he died she married
Johnny Brown. The nome Costog-
netto is connected in some wav with
o man whom Sallvy Ann took care
of while he was very ill, then living
in Coullerville, Castagnette had a
vegetable garden neor El Portal, and
sold vegetobles to the people in
Yosemite Vallsy, He became sick
end moved to Coulterville whers
Sally Ann wos nurse to him,

MOTHER
OF
LUCY

PART
YOSEMITE

Very little knowledge seems to
hove been reldined obout tha
mother of Indion Lucy Brown, Early
photographs of this lady show that
she must have been extremely old
at the Hme of her death.
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Saction of Yosemite Cemelery with Indian groves.

MaY
TOM

AGED 14
PIUTE

May Tom was the young nisce of
Ta-huce Maggis Howeard), It is said
thett Moy wos killed by a tres that
fell on her while she was hiking on
the Yosemits Falls Trodl with To-
buce. The tree alzo hit Ta-bu-ce and
hroke her leg, which never did heal
preperly, so that she walked with o
slight llmp the rast of her lile,

MAY
DICK
YOSEMITE
Moy Dick., the mother of Sally
Ann Dick Costagnetic; woas o full-
blood Yosemite Indian. Her hushand
wits often colled Indicm Dick, theugh
it iz thought that his real first
name was Chorlie, Indicm  Dick
worked for many of the eatly sat
flers in Yosemite Valley by provid-
ing wood, He wos one of the first
woodoulters to use o power saw in
this oreq, thereby outdeing all of his
rivals in thot business,

Herbeulam
GRAMDMOTHER
OF
LUCY TELLES
cuzie Sam, Lucy Telles' grond-

mother, was a Yosemite Indicm, born
In Yosemite Valley. Her husband
was Captain Sam. Old Captain
Sam was emploved by Camp Curry
end the Sentinel Hofel to supply
them with fish. Many of the early
Indians were well versed in their
abiliies to catch trout, ut they
would not reveal the methods thar
made them so successful, Lucy
Tejles' grandmother died in the
meonth of August, obout 1904,

LUCY

DIED
1920

PART
YOSEMITE
Lucy Brown, or Indion Lucy, said
to be nearly 120 of the time of her
death, was one of the last of the
otainal Indicms who had bean found
in Yogemite Valley at the Hme of its
discovery by whife men in 1851.
She wasz the pldest of =2ix genera-
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tions of the Brown family, many of
whom herve lived most of their lives
in Yesemite. Her grave iz beside
that of her husbomd, Eill Brown. Sha
woe the cousin of Maria Lebrade,
who was the last surviver of the
original Yosemites. The date of
Lucy's death has been recorded in
several other documents to be in
1924,

BILL
BROWMN

DIED
1899

YOSEMITE
Bill Brown, of Mono Tom Brown,
was the husband of Indion Lucy,
father of Johnny, and grandfather of
Chris Erown. He was cne of the first
Indians to be buried in the Yosemite
Cemetery areca,

LAMCISCO
WILSOM

DIED
1885

PIUTE
Lancisca was the father of Johnny
Wilson. Lemeisco's Indion name was
Tu-tck-onu-la, meaning El Copitan.
He was one of the old chiefs of the
Yosemltes, aged approximetely 115
years at the time of his death,

JOHMMNY
BROWMN

CIED
1934

YOSEMITE

lohnny Brown wos bom  about
1860 ot Roncheria Flat near E]l Portal.

He waos married first to Sally Ann
Dick, His second wife was Lena
Brown, and they had four children—
Chris, Virgil, Alves, and Hazel. Chris
Brown (Chisl Lesmee) wos nomed
after the very popular early Yo-
somite artist, Chris Jorgensen. Cne
of the last Indian burial ceremonies
of Yosemite Vallev tock ploce dur-
ing Johnny Brown's funeral, Chris
Brown and Lizzle, lgst surviving
Nutchu, performed the Indiom rites
at the burial.

PETE
HILLIARD

1870 1934

Pete Hilllard was born in El Copl-
tem Meadow in Yosemite Valley. He
was part Yosemife and was thouaht
io have o small amount of Chinese
bleod. He was very inielligent and
did such work as surveying. With
Fronciseo Georgely he surveyed
Bridgeport Tom's place near Bloody
Conyon when the latter first entered
that resion for iorming, Pete lived
most of his life in Yosemite Valley
working for the Gowvernment. His
gister, Louisa Westlall Hilliard, died
last vear, nearing 100 vears of oge.

There is conslderably mors factual
material to be glecmed daboul the
old Yosemite [hdicms. Only time
and patisnce dare required to collect
cnd coordinate it. Many of the In-
dians and white oldlimers still liv-
ing are inlensely intsrested in how-
ing thls intormation recorded, so
the task is o pleasmt and stimulat-
ing one,






