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Sklers zelling cut from the Snow Creek Lodge in the 1930s,

Cover Photo: Skiers near the top of Tenaya Pealk; by Ansel Adame.
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 5TORY OF THE SNOW CREEK LODGE

By Mary Curry Tresidder

The register of the Snow Creek
Lodge®™ — the somewhat grondioss
noame of our original litile ski cabin
—itokas me back 1o our ecrly skiing
days here in Yogemits.

In the lale winier of 192829 Dr.
Donald Tresidder had made o trip
on sgkis to Tuolumine Mesadows in a
party which included Ernat Das-
Baillsts—whe was in charge of
winter sports for the Yosemite Park
and Curry Co., O. &G Taylor—then
the park snalnser, Jules Fritsch, and
ocne or twao others. He come back full
of enthusiosm for the skl terrain, and
as o result the cabin was built the
next iall in order to give an oppor-
tunity for the study of snow condl-
tions on the north rim of Yosemite
Valiey. The slopes bom thers 1o
Snow Flat cnd Moy Loke were con-
sidered to be where the snowiall in
the pork was heavlest, as the drifts
were alwovs deepest there when the
Tioga Rocd was opened in spring.

The All-Year Highway hod been
completed by the fall of 1926, and that
had materially changed the tempo
ot winter life in Yosemite, bring-
ing the Yosemite Park ond Curry
Co. o diffieult problem of high week-

end housecounts, with goose agas,
practically, lor the remalnder of the
week., Winier sports ssemed o give
some hops of spreading o thin layer
ol guests over the lecn davs. We
were more hopetul then that, oz a
matter of fact. We hod ourselves
besn infected by the deadly ski
virus, and we saw Yosemite with its
beckaround of beauty s an out-
standing wintsr place. We confi-
denily expected that within a few
vears the High Sierra Camps would
be a seriss of winter huts like thoss
in the Alps or the Tyrol with skiers
touring from ocne 1o oanother. We
found, however, that people ol that
ttma did not know encugh either
apout skiing or about ski-meuntain-
sering to make that dream workable,
and by the time they knew more
about skiing the lift type of the sport
had pushed skitouring far 1o the
rear (Appendix, No, 2),

The floor of Yosemite Vallay did
not give odequcte slopes; the mo-
raine near the present stables was
our "8kl Hill" and the scene of our
sarly ski school. It will be réemem-
bered thal at that time the Waowona
Tunnel superseding the old Inspira-

*This ragisler and other documents relating te early-day skling In Yosemile, listed at the end
of this atticle, comprise an appendix which Mrs, Trasidder has aleo donaied ta the historical

files of the Yosemite Mussum Librory—Ed,
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tion Point grade was not even begun,
nor the Glocier Point Road: bringing
the Big Odak Flat and the Ticga
Roads to modern stondards was not
even being debated as vet, Later we
headed te Chinguapin and then took
our skiers up the old Glacier Boint
Rood 1o iiz high peint at Badger
Pass, o little way beyond the mead-
ow where the ski development now
has ils headguaorters, Meanwhile the
Bnow Cresk Cabin, located on the
westerly slope of Mt Watking et
ahout 7,650 feet slevation, gave an
cpportunity. fo  those skiers who
wented more extensive ski terrain
than the valley attordad.,

Skiers had to be hardy, In a mild
winter we could ride on horses oll
the woy up the Tenaya Zigzags io
the rim, about 2Y% miles from the
cabin, or even to the cabin iisalf be-
fore the snow became too desp, with
the horses floundering through the
drifts of the last ascent. Sometimes
we could ride only part way to tha
rim, cnd on eccaslen we hiked ond
skled all the way up, and we usually
come down ont foot, The picture be-
low shows the rigging svolved by
the packer, Kenneth Hanville, for
carrying the skis on a horse,

Awerl Adaw

Facker Kenneth Hanville and his skd-canying
rig en “Coon,"

In o brief history of western skiing
published in the Britich Ski Year Book
for 1938, Vol. X, No. 20, Jeel Hilde-
bromd says:

The firal hul syslem for ski-mountoineering
iz the Blerra siarled in the Yosemile Neational
Pork in 1920, In that vear, Snow Creek Ski
Cabin waes buill and cabine of Tenava Lake
and Tuplumne Meadows cenverled [or winter
use, These were heavily stockad with food
Iin the fall of sach wyear, ond during the
winigr months high-mountain frips were ap-
eroted ol Iairly frequenl Intervals undsc ths
leadershin of Jules Fritach, ocne of the maost
competent sk guides in Caolifornia, In 1930,
Fritsch led the firsl cacent of M1 Helfmono
from the Spow Creek Cabin os o base. He
conducted parties from the Tenaya Cobin far
the first ascent of Tenaya Peak, and from the
Tuolumne Cabin he condusted pattes over
Tioga Paes. up Rogged Peok, ovar Vogelsang
Pass, Mommoth Peak, and the Lyasll Fork.

Plans for the Snow Cresk Cabin
were drown by Eldridge T, Spencer,
with Dr. Tresidder poring over them
and moking suagestons. We had a
book of pictures ond plans of Swiss
mountoin huts, | remember, which
we relerred to. Bill Kat did a good
deal of the work on the cabin, cnd
Dick Michaelis, later the corsicker
there, and Jules Fritsch, the litlle
Swiss sld instructor, also worked
on it

It hod o kitchen with o wood-
burning stove and o metallined
hidev-hole fo keep supplies safe from
the bears (vain hope!l, a norow
prassaas with two bunk-beds, and a
larger toom with a table and six
more bunks. & steep, norrow - siair-
wory led to the Iolt, which was di-
vided into two rooms with cots for
aix or eight pecopls.

The cobin stocd ot the edge af a
wood near g swoampy meadow, and
there a well was dug, Digging out
the well-cover from the snow was ona
of the first things to be done each
time we wsant up to the cobin. A
eouple of hundred verds to the soutlh
wos a small dome (known to us o=
Herringhons HID which we used o=
a practice slops, but our meain run
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came down from ML Walking by
any one of several routes, and that
entailed a climb of about a thousemd
fest, The energetic ones would climb
up two or thres limes in o doy and
perhops run down below the cabin
several hundred {est, as lar as the
snow was good, but it wos usually

better above.

The ridge which rons  toward
Snow Flat was named Meonticole
Ridge by us for the handscme pines
that ‘grow oleng it ond we mode
maony excursions there, too. We
would head for May Loke or Ml
Hotfmeann, or drop down into Ten-
Mile Meadow, climb the ridge above
Hidden Lake ond descend thot
slope to the meodow again, or run
oul toward the dome beyond Mt
Woalking, which we called Tenoyo
Dome. This has a spectacular view
of Clouds Rest and the depths of
Tenaya Comyon, with its glacier-
sculptured walls: [ con still hear the
sharp crack and the boom of ava-
lemches as they broke loose from
thoze walls after o storm, and sese
the coscoding snow there or below
Hall Dome,

I spite of our insxperience we
never hoad any serious accidents in
our winter doys there, except lor the
time jules dislocated his shoulder on
e trip up Mt Hoffrmann, necr the end
of our sofourns ot the cabln, 1 don't
goe it noted in the register, but [
think it must have been in 1934
{Appendix, No. 4),

Ski bindings were ditterent then,
of course; we probably did not at
toin zuch speeds o= é&ven novices
may do nowodays with modern
techniques of checking and turning,
even though we sometimes thought
we rode the wind. I suppose, too, we
were conscious of the remoteness of
the placs, ond | know Jules exerted
an influence of croution on  thot

account,

Julez wos our ski aqulde and
mentor, thoroughly familior with
siow and mountaing in all their
aspecta, and posssssing o tremen-
dous seriss of responsibility for thesa
ski-crazy, irresponsible Americans
he was trying to work with and lock
cut for. He was a stickler for doing
thingg as they should be done. On
one of our irips Ansel Adoms made
a very dynamic pleturs of him in the
midst of a jump fum, an extremsly
effective shot, which was widely
used in our publicity ond as o cover
[or skl mogazines, etc. Bul his skis
wera not in the proper parallel posi-
tion at the moment, and I think Jules
never gquite forgave Ansel for using
that photograph instead of a much
tamer but more correct one.

The sheet from the reglster which
gives the names of the first visitors
to the Snow Creek Cabin on January
8, 1930, is missing; my recollection
is that it was a group of employess
whom we wished to inform about the
cabin and the skiing there becouse
they wers In touch with gussts. We
rode all the way to the cakin that
time, 1 think, bul we practically
killed them off on a climb up Mt
Whatkins in the chternoon. | wasn't
much of a skler myself, then, but
persistence gol me about,

After cll this preliminary talk 1
will ga down the pages of the reg-
ister to recall other interesting de-
toils. On Februory 17, 1830, 1 note
that Jules Fritsch brought up Fred
Pabst of Milwaukes, a "real skier”
with experience ahroad, nd they
made the first winter ascent of Mt
Hofimoann, I still remesmber with
what respect we woiched Fred
Pabet's jump turng! The Telemork
turn wos the thing in those days,
with stemming in the Swiaa style and
ar little effort at the "scissors” or
"open’’ Christiomic: both Telemark
and ocpen Christie are now in limbo.
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Stemming, Swiss style, wos cur maat
for daily practce, however, omd
Jules wos a firm loskmaster.

CUne event of that first winter was
the arrival of a number of members
of o visiting polo team from the Ar.
gentine. They arrived on horssbock
in ¢ blinding snowstorm, muffled o
the ears ond frozen withal, As we
hod no shorlwove radio in those
deavs arrlvals werse unheraldsd un-
less someone had come through with
messcages. The South Americons
were plucky but not really ski-
minded or equipped.

The list of names for the first vear
ia rathsr shart, 56, to be sxact, but
the next winler it increqsed meole
riclly ond in the spring Dr. Tresidder
wrote to g friend that he was very
much heartened by the response
ond hoped that onether season we
could keep the cook there through-
out, which would lessen the expensee
for visltors.

[ see that in

February 19831 1

staved from the Ist to the 21st, and
wrole myvaelf down as "oldest lving
inhabitomi.”" Many of the Yosemits
Vallsy peopls

came nd  wenl,

Phote cowrtery of Yorbmite Park aud Carry Compasiy
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through the winters from 1930 to
1934—the Hossez, the Oehlmonns,
the Goldsworthys, ond Doris
Schmiedell being ameong the most in-
terested, ond momy were our ex-
peditioha. A number of doctors and
their wives cams, too: for some rea-
son doctars tock to skiing ot a gredal
rate in its ploneer days in Calilornia;
aome had studied in Austria or Gar-
many and hod o toste of skiing, {or
one thing, and then many of our
friend=s were doctors and the enthu-
siosm was coniggious, Reg Ashley,
Ned cmd Billy Butier, Otte and
Marail Boarkan, Hans ond Friedel
Klussmemn, Dohrmonn and Margery
Biechel, all from Son Fromeisco; Bill
cnd Dorothy Grishaw, Irom Los An-
geles: and Hartley Dewey, who was
our Yosemite docior at thot time;
were among them, And one aof Dr.
Dewsy's ossistonts, Jaock Blemer,
tock his bride there for o skiing
honeymoon, being corsful to plck a
time when thevy would hove the
ploce o themsslves)

Metional Park Service rangers en
route to Yosemite Creek or Tuclumne
Meadows. would stop in on their
snow-survey irips, cnd ecach spring
we sent several men to Hl the snow
houses at Tuclumne Meaodows and
at Merced Lake—our medns of re-
frigeration there. Jules Fritsch and
Ralph dePlvifer {omother Swiss skier
who is siill with us, but nowadoys
in chargs of the dorkroom) mads
that trip in 1930, and with them
Ansel Adoms, who maode photo-
grophs of that high country in win-
ter.” They made cn ascent of Tenaya
Peak, and rom Tuclumne Meadows
they went over Tuclumne Pass and
on to Mereed Lake, ond came beack
thrilled by these peaks ond conyons.
Anse]l come up to Snow Creek sev-
ergl Hmes o make skilng plctures;
I remember him deseending from a

*Bee photogroph en cover—Ed.

good-glzed pine on Mt Watking,
which he had climbead in order to aet
the perspective looking down from
above us. [t was aller a snowstorm,
cnid by the time he got down most of
the snow was off the tres and a lot
of it down hia neck, and he had the
gift of tongues.

Come ‘32, and thol was netabls
for our discovery of two bear dens—
one near the top of Mt, Watlkins, cov-
ered that night by g heavy fall of
anow so that we couldnt Hnd it
again, and the other down near the
bridge ccross Snow Creek, neor the
foot of an old stump. COn Jonuary 16
we saw the footprints of the mother
bear where she had apparently gone
down lo the stream for woter, and
thereafter we would make o detour
on cur trips back and forth, in order
to check on the hole. A little loier
wea could sometimes hear the cubs
mewling in it depths: they e born
during hibermation of the mother
Bert Harwell pork naturalist then,
come up on March 2 with Ralph
Anderson in o rather skeptical frome
of mind to see the place and try 1o
gel some pletures, but when one of
them put his aorm down in the hole
to set off a flash bulb he retreated
in greal hoste with clow marks fo
show for it

On March 4, 1932, Dennis Jones ot
Soda Springs ond Milema Jomk, a
Germon woman whe hod lectursd
with slides on ""The Radionce of
Ski" eorlier in the winter In Yo
gemite, come through after moking
the first winter crossing of Tioge
Pozs. They had hitchhiked most of
the way from Lake Tahos to Mono
Leaks, omd then crossed on skis,
spending the night cut In Ten-Mil=
Meadow In o snowstorm, ofter al-
mast going inte the depths of Tenaya
Conyon itzelf becouse the trail blazes
were obsoured by snow.
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Rulgh Awderion

Mount Helfmann viewed frem Snow Flat in winter.

One night that [ remember vividly,
in 1931 or 1932, Don and [ climbed
to the top of Mt Watking with thres
or four others to waich the moon
rise. We skied about in the moonlight
far em hour or so, with an eerig fesl-
ing of being in another world, cnd
then we skied deown through the
trees to the cobin. Shoadows and
highlights made it hard to iell a
bump from o hollow, I recall, but we
arrtved intast,

Conasta was not in the running
then, end bridge wos much too ger-
foua, but "Concentration” ond
"Hearts" were frequent of cn eve-
ning—when we warsn'l waxlng our
skis under the sterm eye of Mr
Frtsch, Putting o ‘ground-woax on
your skis was serious business then,
before the day of the modem lacquer
tinishes; the base wox had to be e
newed often, and hod to be ironed
in smoothly, then allowed to hardern.

Then 1933, and therse wers maore
trips to May Loake and 1o Mt Hoff-
mann and way statlons, Our prize
trip to Tuclumne Meadows was writ
ter up by me for the British S&¢ Year
Bouk, as well as an account of one of

our cimbs of Mt Hoftmann (Appen-
dix, Mos. 5, 6), For the Snow Creek
Cabin, Dslla Heoss and [ composed
the "Skier's Ten Commandments”
(Appendix, No. 7). She made an illu-
minated copy which we framed and
hung there, but, alas!—some vondal
mode cwery with 1L 1 later soaw it
printed in an eastern ski maogozine,
without dus credit.

One incident that lingers in mind
is the picture of an afternoon when
a group of us on Herringbone Hill
ware watching the descent of several
skiers from ML, Watkins through the
trees. Ned Butler was one: | forgat
who else, except that Frifsch wos
leading, Suddenly ot an open place
we sow him desérlbe & complete
somersault, land on his feet, aond ski
on, apparently not even momentar-
ily dizconcsrted. When he got down
we satd, "[ules, what on sarth was
that moneuver you did up there,
coming through the trees? "Oh," he
replied, "] see [ am going to iall, 1
make mysell os less qs possible, [
am on my feet, I go onl” So making
onesslfl as less oz possible becams a
byword,
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With the spring of 1834 our skiing
at Snow Cresk come to on end. 1
find that | spent nearly three monthe
there during s five seazons. We had
covered the country around thers
and found il good, bul with the con-
situction of the Wawong Tunnel cmd

Rood and the Glacier Point Road,
greaier accessibility led us to the
Badger Pass grea, where Jules and 1
had also been reconnoitering. How-
ever, for unrivaled ski ferrain,
still give the poim to Mi. Hoffmonn
and its slopes.

APPENDIX [N THE YOSEMITE MUSEUM LIERARY

The following items which reloie to Mrs, Tresidder's manuscript have been deposiiad with 1
in the Yosemile Museum Library.—Ed.

i Reglaler of the Snow Creek Lodge.

o=

Rates lor ski tours — 1529,

S

Latter [rom Dr. Trasidder fo Dr. Rea Ashley about Snow Creek Lodge and gkl lours,

Note about Jules Fritech's cecident an Mt Halimemn,

Account of trip to Tuclunme Meadeowsa, from The British Skl Your Book 7{15), 19534,
Account of trig 1o ML Holfmenn, frem The British Skl Year Book 6131, 1932,

The Eki-ranner’s Ten Commandments, and Skl Maxims.

JAYS WARN OF RATTLESNAKE'S PRESENCE

By Douglass H. Hubbard, Associate Park Naturalist

While my wife and [ were sitiing
in sur back vard in the Lost Arrow
residential ared of Yosemiie Valley
ct about 3:15 pam. on August 25,
1052, our attention wers attracted by
the continuous and excited squowk-
ing of o blusfronted joay (Cyawocitta
stelleri fromtafis) on the ol of o
neatby garage. This jay was
promptly joined by others until there
wers: elght of them on the gorogs
rocd ond on the woodplle stacked
against itz west wall & Siermo
ground sguirrel (Cifellus beecheyi
serrac ) tan from neqr the woodpile,
pousing on the reck wall of a diver-
slon diteh at the rear of the bullding
before continuing up the slope as
we approgehed, Close exomination
revenled the presence of a Paciilc
rattlesnoke (Crofalis vivides oreganit)
soiled on cosmooth board at the bot-
tom of the woodpile. At o time did
the snokes rafile, nor did it mova
untl] it was toksn from its place of
retuge by means of o long atick.

Mr. Charles Hill, o neighbor, &=
portz theat o rattleanoke has kbeen

Blue-franted Jay

found of the rear of this residencs
each summer for the last three years,
and that on two of these occoosions
the reptile’'s pressnes woas on-
nounced by the blue-fronted joys.
Perhops the warming given by thess
birds is more dependabls than thet
whlch may or may nat be given by
the rotilesnaks.
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RALPH ANDERSON, PARE VETERAN, TRANSFERS TO WASHINGTON

By Donald Edward McHenry, Park Noaturalist

Ralph Hopewell Anderson, a vet
eran of 23 vears with the Natlonal
Park Service in Yosemile MNatlional
Fark, has been transferred to tha
director's office of the service in
Woshington, D.C., os informotion
specialist with the Information Divi-
gion. He left Yosemite on January 17.

Ralph hos eamed enviable recog-
nition  for himeelf throughout the
National Park Service and porticu-
larly in Yeosemites. Whalsver com-
munity project grose here, Ralph
wos either leading it or in some
manter in the thick of it. His work in
direcling fund-raising drives in sup-
port of the Bed Cross, cancer pro-
gram, or the like is well known,
During the Hrat yeor of its organizo-
Hon Rolph directed the affairs of the
Yosomite Community Ceouncil, a
group made up of representatives
from the more than 30 orgemizations
supported by permanent residents of
Yosemite Valley. As an actlve mem-
ber of the Yossmite Lions Club,
Halph hes served in mony capaclties
az well gz having laken port in its
gpring ploys. In fact, wherever there
wts some help o be given or service
to he performed, there was Ralph—
always cheerful, encouraging, en-
thusigstic cnd self-effacing.

Ralph entered the Nolonal Park
Service In Yosemits, after hoving
served for 5 vyeors with the U, 5.
Forest Service in the Skull Valley
=trict of the Prescoit National For-
et Arizona, whers he become the
distriel remaer, Then, after attending
the University of Clncinngtt in order
ta further the studies he hod started
zome time kefore at Chio State Uni-
versity, he took employment teach-
ing horseback riding to children of

prominent easterners ot o camp
near Tucson, Arlzona Whils thers
he was encouraged fo apply for a
leb os temporary park ranger in
Yosemite, which appointment he re-
ceived in 1929, In February of the
following yveor his appointment was
mode permanent.

Tt was while riding his white horse
on comparound inspecton in Comp
12 in Yosemite Valley one day that
Halph helped o vocotioning fomily
put up their tent. In this fomily was
o aitroctive voung lady whoe in
September 193] became Mrs. Ralph
H. Anderson, or Millie t¢ her many
Vosemite friends — beloved schocl
taacher to children of the local grom-
mar schoel for the past several years.
The Anderson's 16-yeorold photo-
genic daughter Borbora Jean haos
appeared in many park photographs
as well as pictures which Ralph hos
taken for other purposes.

This inferest In photography was
deatined to make Ralph well known
and admired far beyond the bound-
aries of Yosemite National Park, for
he developed considerable skill in
this fleld of graphic art. It iz litde
wonder, therefore, that he was pro-
mated to park photographer ond
informetion clerk in 1932, In o later
yveor he possed a Civil Service ex-
amination for nformation specialist,
but becouse of his love for Yosemite
and his desire to remain here he did
not gocept offered appointments in
this capaocity which would have
{oken him from Yosemite.

The responsibiliies of Ralph's
work here were at first relatively
light, but little by little he assumed
meore duties until he was not only
taking official photogrophs and an-
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0. B, Huldbard

Balpk H, Andstacn
swering the mydads of Inoguiries
which came to the administration

affice but he was also micele chief
lgison officer with the pork con-
cessionaires as well as being desig-
noated to conduct visiling celebrities
aboul the park. Just o few of thess
personagss whom Ralph recalls are
Morconi, the inventor, Mrz., Eleancr
Rocsevelt, Crown Prince Frederick
cnd Princsss Ingrid of Denmark,
Charles Edward, Duke of Soxs
Cobura-Gatha, Senators Warren

*Yosemile Nature Notes 30(5):43-48, May 1951

Austin and Hiram Johnsen, Leurite
Melchior, emd Rt. Hon. Ralph Asshe-
torn and Arthure Blenkinsop, M.E Be-
pouse of his increasing responsibil-
ities Rolph's position wos ultimatelr
reclassified to odministrative ossisi
ant, the position which he left to go
to Washingtorn.

The TYosemite Natural Hisiory
Aszsociation owes Ralph a greal debt
of gratitude. Not only hos he bsen a
member of the board of trustees of
the association since 1940 but he Is
the cuthor of numerous arficles pub-
lished in Yosemite Notuwre Notes. Most
of these deal with local history, o
tield in which he iz genuinely inter-
ested and very well informed, When
asked which article he had the most
tun writing he unhesitatingly said it
was "W Will Fitch Camp ot Bridal-
veill' — on coeount of  Prosident
Theodore Roosevelt's hisicric visit o
Yoszmite in 1903.* Readers of this
bocklst know thal lts poges have
frequently been illustrated by Ralph's
excellent photographs.

Thess contributions ond the mem-
ory of hiz good deeds, emd the splen-
did record of accomplishment by
both Ralph and Millle Anderson in
our community will long recall them
to their many ffends In Yosemite.

s,






