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YOSEMITE — THEN AND NOW
1894 — 1953

By William E. Colby"

Foreuord+ This articte’ is prompted by the recent publicity which haos been given 1a the (nereasing
croweds thar frequent Yosemilte Valley, especialiy aver holidoy wesk ends. The Memorinl Day
weelk end lost year brought nearly 44,000 visltors into the valley, while the telal attendance for
the 1852 trave] year wos 963,536 people. The visitallon thiz year promissa to pass the million
mark. Allhough this congestion eredlea cructal prablems, there are cartain redseming lectures of

the Yosemile of loday. os descrivad In the dilowling anicle.

It was on a perfsct June doy In
1894 when, with two companions
cmd two donkeys, [ first entered Yoo
saemite Valley, We descended on the
winding Big Cok Flat Road, whera
we were confronted with the snor-
mous bulk of El Capitan, while across
the wvalley the dainty Bridalveil Fall
swung lazily in the breezs, It woas o
Sunday morning, and, prepared by
our cssidusus reading of John Muir's
descriptions of the reglon, we Igll
into the mood which he has so0 post-
ieally portrayed—ot entering into one
of the unrivaled mountoin lemples
of the world, On our way down, in-
spired by the wision of Bridalwveil
Fall swayving with the prevalling
winds, we had decided, when we
should reach the valley floor, to
comp  overnight on the edge of
Bridalveil Meadow directly oppasite
tha fall,. We did hove cur lunch
there, but only with inlense sufier-
ing. Mosquitoes by the myriad came

up cut of the water-sogked meadow
and made life intolerdble, We hastily
decided that the enchonting view
did not compesnsate for mosquito-
misary, so after lunch we hurredlv
packed up and trudged along the
road on the north side of the valley,
ankle-deep in dust, untll we found
a  campsite alongside Yosamitz
Cresk, less frequented by but not
entirely free of mosqultoes,

We were impressed by the foct
that the dust from the road, stirred
up by travel ond carried by the
winds, hod covered all the foliage on
both =sides of the road for great dis
tances, Ferns, bushes, and trees were
all o monotonous dust color. Very
few wvisliors today will appreciate
the terrible dust problem which
coused such discomfort in those
derys, If a conveyoanoee passed by on
the rood on which a person wos
hiking, he would be enveloped in =
cloud of choking dust, and i he

*Mr, Colby, cm attorney ot law and venerable member of the Yosemite Adyigery Beard, was o
lengiime peracnal [rend of Joba Wuir, Becommendations contodned 1o ks articls do not neces-
sorily constitule on official opindon ef the Mallonal Park Service,—Ed,



rode in the vehicle ilseli, || was lm-
possible 1o escope from the acoom:
panying affliclion ond get cny relief.
The firs! gresting for o stogecoach
passenger upon arrival at his desti-
nation wos to be met with feather
brushes and whisk brooms for res
moving oz much as possible of the
impalpable cooting before he shed
the long “duster” which everyons
wore in those days, Yosemite Valley
residents could always aaln ad-
vance notice of the arrival of th=
four-horse stages by looking toward
the lowsr end of the valley from anv
elevation ond observing the hugse
clouds of dust which invariably ac-
companted the stages’ progress.

Az we traveled up the valley we
had one grect advantage, howewver,
over the preseni-doy wvisiion, We
could enjoy splendid apen views of
El Capitan, Cathedral Rocks ond
Spires, Sentins]l Rock, chd other of
Yosemite's noted formatlons, The
dense growth of small pines ond
cedars that hove since mulliplied
immensaly hgs created veritable
thickets along the roadways, so that
it is only ot rare intervals that ons
com now  freely wview Yosemite's
clifs and waterfalls. At that former
time the tree cover consisted mainly
of mobler examples of ooks, pines,
and cedars. Thesse were sufficisntly
separated to give 1o the entire valley
floor o fine parkliks cheracter which
was the delight of photographera
and sightsesrs.

We chose o campsite on the west
bank of Yeosemite Creek just below
the main read crossing on the bridage.
Shoding the compsite at that time
were a [ew scattered ponderosa
pines, nol more than 6 or 8§ inches in
diameter, and 20 or 30 feel tall. There
wos every Indication that only a few
vears previously this hod all been
open ground, free from ony con-
siderable irse development. It i=

hard to recognize the plade no
which is fhe easterly end &f the ¥
samite lLodge cabln arec, lor
trees hove made remarkable grow ru1
in the last 59 years. )

We sat out to find some plos
where we could sicke oul our don
kevs. Though they required cone
paratively little In the way of qroe
ing, our search was difficult becouss
the mecdows i the entire uppor cnl|
al the valley were fenced in. Thoss
enclosures were used elther for Loy
fields or for cow and horse pastines
Except in those where hay wos ol
there was much evidence of vl
grozing. The contrast with the fonces
less, open meadows of today, qromd
anly by deer, 15 one to credate o (el
ing of thaonkfulness for the Wil
monagement of Yosemite Vollogl
which s now procticed. We Heoally
found a little meodow that hacd oo
heen fenced, for up the valley, < lee |
to the Junction of the Happy |/les

and Mirrer Lake roads. [t wos only
there thal sufficient unfenced nativey
grass for our two burros coulc e
found in all that part of the valloyy

“Kennevville," so named after (he|
then survivor of the firm of Cotlinon
& Kerney, consisted of a group o
stable bulldings ond residences o
a rather shabby order, It waz | |
cated somewhere near the precont|
site of the Ahwahnee Hotel. Tha
saddls and pock stock was reguloly I
driven down the valley to El Capiton
and Bridalveil Meadows after 110
day was over and then driven bk
the next moming in time for use o0
the trails, creating, of course, arool
clouds of dust and tremend oo
though interesting, contusion it (e
vicinity of "Kenmeyville.” Now «ll
ol this activity is taken core of |1 o
more secluded portion of the valliy
where the stables of the Yosenll
Park & Curry Co. are situated, ond
withoul any  serious  interferance
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The Stoneman House In Yasemite Valley, 1830,

with travel on the main roads be-
brize the stock s confined and fed
n the bams ond corrals in the im-
i "Kenneyville” has
ompletely disappeared, fortunately,
nd {ew are living todoy who could
o] its former situs with any

We went to the Stonsmaon House
or our mall, ond | never ielt maors
ut of ploce thoan when, wearing
pveralls ond hobnailed brogans in
which [ hod just hiked <l the way
torm Placerville along  mountain
rails, [ clumped up the wooden
pleps of this hotel and onto the
veranda where tourists gathered and
ot. Thizs building woa a large, un-
Bitraciive, four-siory affolr, pointed
fhite, standing out like the prover-
hictl “'zore thumb” on the edge of the
mecdow directly in front of whers
Camp Curmy now is. [l only e
feeming feature was the foct that
Il commanded glorious views in call
directions of the upper end of the
ralley. lis destructon by lire a

couple of vears laler was a wvery
fortunale act of providence, An in-
terasting foct s thot old-timers who
lived in the wvalley then have dil-
Houlty now in lecatng the exact
position of the Stonemon House
Nature has a way of healing wounds
lhat seem mortal at the time.

We took the hike up the Merced
Comyven by way of Vernal Fall,
where the trail haolied under over-
hanging tocks in a sort of cove,
from the dripping roof of which hung
lovely fivedfinger lems. Continuing,
wa had fo climb some wvery wet,
rickety ladders to reach the exten-
gion of the trail above Vernal Fall.
Beveond the Diomond Coscaode on
the Merced River g ridge of gromite
lies in the conyon directly in front of
Wevoda Foll. Here we found Albert
Snow's hotel, La Casa Nevada, still
stonding, but, with most of its doors
and windows gone, o sad relic of iis
earlier days, It was a small bwo-
story structure, olso painted white,
which stood right square in the mid-
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dle of the londszcape; but had the
advantage of affording o magnificent
view of Nevada Fall prominently in
front of it. There were®also one or
two small bulldings In the ltille
meadow to the north ol the hotel
where pock ond soddle slock had
been kept. Today it would take o
Sherlock Holmes to  identify the
exact place where the litfls hotel
formerly stood, and the same is brus
of the outhuildings in the mecdow.

Sonitary conditions ot that time

on the Hloor of Yosemlte Valley wers
poor indeed, as might be expected
from the fact thot the State of Cali-
fornia, which then still had custody
af the valley as a stote pork, spenl
anly a very meager sum for s
maintenance. In kg, the averoge
cppropriated for each vear's upkesp
was from 1040 15 thousand dollara,
o large portion of which small
amount was used for salaries, lrav-
eling expenses, and office rental.

Probably the areatest chonges
which has taken place on the floor
of the valley is the one already com-
mented on—the vast growth of ress
cnd brush resulling from the advent
of the white man. Previcusly, the
Indions sach summer, when the
vegetation was dry, had burmned off
the arec for two regsons. One was
to lessen surprise attacks from hos-
tile Indioms who otherwlse would
‘hove secreted  themsslves in a
acreen of brush and voung trees,
The other was to kesp the ground
more open cnd the meadows mors
extensive, and thus facilitote the
gathering of agormns and the hunting
of gams. The result of the control
when white men took charge of Ye-
samite Volley and kept its floor free
from fires hos been this tremendous

e e, A L 3 R

ond which fend to encrodch on |
meadows and obliterate them
excellent reporl on this subject b
been made hy Pork Forester |
Ernst,* who compared early

recenl photographs of varloun |
Hong of the valley floor, some 10k
from vemtbage points. above it
Columbia and Union Points (se0 o
posite page). The early phologr
togsther with other evidence whi
Mr, Ernat found In his research, ha
demonsirated thal teday the
occupled by meadows on the |
ig less than hall that which exim
in the early days. While (his U
and brush reproduction was ol
consplouous at the time of our
in 1894, nevertheless the oppoilun
ty for viewing the cuistanding o
cnd weoerfall features of the volla
trom its floor was immensely ool
than it is today. It 1s Impossibio
present-day  pholographera 1o

the s=ame splendid unchstr
views that were obtainable in ()
early davs and which we atill Loy
in the photographs of Walling
Weed, Fizka, LelConte, ond olhotg

If it were not for the efforts of 1l
National Park Service to keep down
some of this growth of young [1oes
even Dridalvedl ond El Copilon
Meadows would now be largsly
cupied by forest cover. Unfortuoite
Iy, funds for this wark are utterly
adequate, and in many instanood
the clearing haos been done throuy
voluntesr and unpald weork of =08
ol the publicapirited rangers ol
park employees. Becouse of the ail
ure to check this excess growil
when it was taking place it ls all (e

*Wenishing Meadows in Yossmite: Vallay,” Yosemite Notore Notes 28{51:34-41, May 1845 19
an excellent exprassion of an opposing opproach to theee discussions the reader is wioo | o
sae aglse Hormy O, Parker's "Haos Protection Worksd Destruction?'” Yosemite Noture Notes 1100

9396, Tuly 1949 —Ed.






more imporiant o vy o remedy I
now. Some “vista clearing'’ is cor-
templated, bul more attention should
be directed foward kesping the
dwindling meadow areq free of new
fress,

In the summsr of 1895, a yeor
cfter my first visit o the wvalley,
Gecrge Kent Rodford, o civil dand
landscape engineer who had been
emploved by Calllomia's "Baord of
Commissioners o Manage the Yoo
semite Vallay and the Maripoga Big
Tree Grove” to maoke o detalled
survey of the floor of the wvalley,
accompanied his: map with the fol-
lowing stalement:

1 have localad ond shown en the mag, all
the loras conliers, ooks and other declducue
raes, which are situated within range of the
roads, and conaiiute an lmperant parl o the
lundscope effect of tha floar of the Valley.

A large areg of (he ground betwesn and
around these Ifees |s now coversd with on
undergrawih of small shrubs and  conlfers,
which are useless lor pragsent and future pur-
poses, obatrucl the view of the finer iress,
cover up whal should be open stretchas of
meadows and serve as conduclors: ol fires,
when such unfortunately ocour

Al this undergrowth should be removed,
care being token lo. pressrve any Hne and
promising epecimens of shrubs or irees lfor
future developmsant, and the clearsd spaces
properly treated 1o form meodows: all deod
and fallen trees should be removed,

Adter carelul considoratien of the subject, |
would odvise thal the first undertakings to-
wards the improvament af the Valley should
be this clearing work . |

Even as great o lover of trees as
[ohn Muir, whe lived in Yosemile
Valley {or several years in the early
davs, recognized the necessity for
control of this threatening situotion.
I have in his own hondwriting, writ-
in 1807, the following draft of his and
the Sierra Club's recommendations
to the Secretary of the Interlor fol-
lowing the recession of Yosemils
Valley to the Federal Governmenl
in 19886, which recession was brought
about largely through his indeferti-
gable work and thot of the Sierra
Club of which he was president:

THE HONORABLE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR

SIR:

The Sierra Club bega 1o aubmil the ol
suggestians as o road bullding asd
nesded improvements in Yosemits N
Park.

. That & cgeneral plan fer the (e
of the floar of Yosemile Valley be mo
a competen) loodscape artist & cor
undar hlg supervision al o ecost ol ol
hundred and  tity bousand  dallon
wauld Inctude the thinning & eleoin
dergrowth jungles; the building of o
nenl system of reads locaied with 1o
o scensty aessthetic ellects; elo, inol
the, prascnt haphorord dust sand & 5o
callad mads; & the reatoration ol
trodden herbaoeous vegetaton 1o ao
liks the beauty of wildness, eto,

The profound contrast in o
growth between past ond precol
evenl more nobceable in Litlo Y
semite Valley, where we oo
on our way up Clouds Rest, A1 1)
time the foor of Little Yosemit o
many extensive open meadow o
from which views of the surroun i
scenic features could be abioie
Probably because the Little Yoz
hos nol for many years hesn e
to any great sxient for campin 1l
torest reproduction there has be
even maore concentrated therm 1 1
semile Valley, cnd from one 1
the other it is overgrown with thi k
of young trees, so that the st
vistas we had in 1894 have oo
almost cecsed to exist,

In that yeer we saw very lo
deer and no bear in Yosemite V1l lo
Apparently the overgrazing o |
notural grasses and the presen o
such largs numbers of pock »
saddle steck in the meadow.
couraged the deer, and neither 11
nor the bear had at that time 10
ered from the former intensive [
ing by the Indicms. With conting
protection the deer are now o oo
mon and enjoyable sight on th
fenced meadows, and the bear |
become o great nuiscnce |0 U



nper with trequent ralding of "his
priaions, It s rather siarling lor 'a
fiper o be awakened during the
it by o bear peering Inte his
However, the danger iz noi
at, and the National Park Service
means of removing those bears
h create too much trouble.

nstead of the "hit-or-miss"” network
uncontro]]ed roads of dust and
e, we now hove a well-thought-
! poved rood system which ad-
ably serves the traveling public.
Important and unnecessary roads
s been elimineted, and the total
d milecgs on the floor of Yo-
mite Valley is now for less than
Wos in 1894,
MNowoday= one drives over fine
bl roads (one greal advonce ol
felern  progress), so that the al-
psphere and the surrounding lemd
tipe ore free of the choking emd
gightly dust of former days, a
pusing which adds immeasurably
one's comfort and  enioymeni.
g0, scientific control of the mos-
myriads has rendered lile on
Hloor of the valley proctically
e of this forment and nerve-racking
sorlier years, Now
& is a studied eHorl 1o conceal as
a8 possible all manmade struc-
fes behind screens ol trees, both
gral and planted, while the con-
cuous and unsichtly buildings of
tly derys hove almost disappeacred,
that few persons are alive today
ho con even tell where they once
fsted. Even such a conspicuous
il extensive establishment os
tmp Ahwohnee, buili by Willlam
': in 1908 glong the lines of Camp
rry ond situated neor the foot of
g Four-Mile Trail, has long since
mizhed, leaving no cbkservable

Another striking example of how
ricus scors on the natural lond-
ope are erased by the healing

process of fime s that of the old Big
Ouak Flat Road, down whose elnucus
and seemingly endless windlngs we
reached the wvalley floor on that
memorable day in June. With the
building of the new road that enters
the Merced Conyon floor some dis-
tomee downstream from the valley
propet, the original rood on which
we descended has been closed and
abomdoned. Talus slides and vege-
tation have in these few succeeding
years so concealed its position thal
from oicross the wvalley it tokes an
chserver with keen eves to recognize
that it ever was there,

It should he heartening ta all those
who are interesied in the wellare of
Yosemile Valley thal, in spite of the
ncrecasing number of wvisitors, the
valley floor has in recent years im-
proved in appearonce and shows
little of the wear and fear of addi-
Honal visitation. We must not over-
lock, however, those wital and
eritical problems which have arisen
beesuse of the congestion that takes
place at peak periods, such as the
Mamarial Day, Fourth of July, end
Labor Doy week ends, Problems of
somitation, owvertaxing of housing
end comping foacilities, road bottle-
necks, the lack of sufficient parking
areas—ihese are not easily solved.
They are, however, receiving most
caretul study.

Visitors to Yosemite today will see
ot much more pleasing scene as far
as the valley floor s concerned and
be able 1o enjoy it even more than
I cmd my componions did in 1894
[ have little patience with those who
say that Yosemite is overcrowded
and that they can enjoy it no longer.
& Sminute watk will toke them into
many wild, unfrequented, and beau-
tiful portions of Yosemite Vallsy,
where they can enjoy peace ond
zolitude  in those magnificent sur-
roundings to the utmost,



BOARD OF TRUSTEES HOLD ANNUAL MEETING
By Donald Edward McHenry, Director

The board of trustess of the Yo-
gemile Netural History Association,
Inc., held its annual meeting in the
Yosemite Mussum on the evening of
February 24, At this time the report
of the director omd the linancial state-
ment for 1952 were approved and
certadn plans for 1953 were drawn up.

The director’'s report pointed to
some of the more significont accom-
plishments of the mssociction during
the past year. Among these were
the paving of hall of the expenses to
send then Associate Park Noturalist
Harry C. Parker to the National Park
Service's month-long Mussum Train.
ing Course in Washington, D.C., In
Jonuary 1852, The aszoclation also
provided 17,000 handout announce-
ments of the naturalist public pro-
greims per week for vigitors during
June, July, and August, paid for the
binding af 18 boocks ond periedical
volumes for the Yosemite Mussum
Library, cnd purchossd 41 new
books for this library, [t purchased
a 25-walt power speaker for the new
16 mm. sound movie projector in
ocrder to enable the museum io gat
the particular model of this projector
which makes possible the recording
of cur own sound track on museum
films. The projector itself was pur-
chased by the National Park Servics
for use ot the newly established
campflre program ot Camp 7. A
badly needed card-index file cabinet
for the Yosemite Museum Library
was boughl, gz were alzo two spe-
clally designed cases for our sum-
mer reptile display on the mussum
porch. A small amplifying unit for
use at the Indion demonstration pro-
grams in the museum wildilowe:
gorden was purchassed, and the old
Contox I camera owned by the
association was exchonged for the

more efficient Exakta V camaera e
noturalist work. The association hos
employed Mrs. Tudith M, Williams o
Yosemile lo take charge of the sul
scripion tecords and malling o
Yosemite Nature Notes.

The board of trusiees exiendsd 8
sponsorship of the Yosemile [iold
Schoal for another year. It also oo
approval for the printing of revisiong
of Broad-lvaved Trées, Famous Water lalli
of the Weorld, cnd 104 Wildflawer of
Yosemife, all special issuss of Yo
semtife Naoture Notey decling wholly o
in part with the notural histery of the
Yosemilte ared.

The director's report also noted
that with the transier of former £ 000
clete Park Naturalist Harry ©. Porkae
to the chiel noturalist position of
Crater Lake Mational Park, his =«
cegsor, Doualass H. Hubbard, s
gumed the responsibilibés of Lusl
ness manager of the association

All the business of the crssociction
lg supported through the =sale: of
special  issues of Yosemite Noiwed

Notes such as those cited above o
other publicalions pertinent to the
humaon ond natural history o (hie
region. Sales for 1932 wers 5100
482.83, which was $449.96 less= o
the 195] sales. A total of 21078
sales unitz were added to our In
ventory during the vear oz comp. sl
to 32,006 in 1951, while 37,107 uniw
were sold as ggainst 46223 a yoem
age. The regular monthly issue: of
Yosemite Natnre Notes sill operoiel
at o loss which was only portiolly
offset by several generous donali na
made for this purposs,

It was clear from the reports nd)
from the discussions held at the
boord meeting thal the Yosenle
MNeatural Histery Asscclation i !
tinues to perform o wery substantiald




ice 1o the inlerprelive wark of
emile Natlonal Park, This s done
making avallabls much neces-
equipment and servicea to the
uralisl program which are ool
wided for through regular federal
| roprictions, and by making pos

fible the publlcation In Yowmite Na
fure Nates of the accounts of obhserva-
tion and research in the netural and
human history of this park. Thia is
the 32nd wear for thiz publication
which constiites o record of ever-
incredsing value,

BUTTERFLIES ON MOUNT LYELL

By Joseph E. Wright, Field School, 1951

Mount Lyell and odiccent peaks
e bathsd in a glistening whils
rrinst the bluest of skies on the
prning of our ascent of the Lyell
wwlield and glacler. Perhops half-
vy up the steep incline of snow
bBecames oware of an ever-in-
posing Hight of Californio tortoise:
al] butterllios (N ym phalis califormica),
ard cmd goress our path, from
direction of the saddle joining
bunts Lvell ond Maclure on our
it cmd extending to o shoulder of

Mount Lyell above on our left. Tha
tlight continued at length, even after
weo hod lorgely risen above it, and
we were certain that it had bhegun
before our arrival, With thousonds
of butterflies inveolved, the flight as-
gumed the proportions of a migration,
Looking down upen the dork specks
geen against the snow, we fell some-
thirg of the inevitableness of o flight
comporable, perhaps, with the slow
movement of the huge glocial maoss
iaell

Rl v Amdrrzon

Maunt Lyell and iis glacier.






