Half Denne, Yasemite Valley

—Aunsel Adams
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-
a in Yesomlle
Valley.” Reproducton by permission ol Virginla Adams and Houghton Milflin Compony, Mouni
Waikina., the massive granite peak sirkinoly reflected in this wellknown scene, perpetugios
the nome of orm al Yes ta's outstanding edrly-day phologrophers—Carleton E. Watklns.

Cover: Hali Domae, Yosamite Valley, by Ansel Adams.
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CARLETON E. WATEINS, FIONEER PHOTOGRAPHER
OF THE PACIFIC COAST

By Ralph H. Anderson, Information Specialist, National Park Service

Foreword: One of the most admired ond photegraphed features ln Yosemits Valley is ML
‘Wiatking, the peaok that ls mognificently reflecled in beautiful Mirrar Lake. Probably few of
the many visitors whe ses this prominant lmdmork realize tho! the man for whom it wos
named wos one of Yosemite's sarliss! and most notewarthy photogrophers—Corleton E, Watking.,
The following article ralates only a part of his fascinating history.

In the quiet little town of Oneonta,
Oswego County, New York, two of
Califernia’'s most fomous picnesrs
gol their start. Twe boys, Collis B
Huntington and Carlston E, Watkins,
pracically lived together, played
together, wenl to school together.

Watkins was born on November
11, 1828, yvoungest of o fgmily of
flve children. His parents wers
Seotch holel keepers. There wers
two slaters, Harrist ond Carolins,
cngd  two brothers, Charles and
George. As news of the gold Tush
in Callfornia reached young Carle-
temn ond his friend Collls, they wers
fired with a desire for adventure. In
the spring of 1851 the twe wvoung
men set out for California with knop-
aocks loaded with needles, thread,
calico, ond other houssheld ltems
that would find a ready sale en their
long ek on fool across country o
the gold fislds.

Watking secured o job in o store
in Som Frencisco where he met a
daguerrestypist, H. H. Vanecs, who
haod studics in San Francisco, Sacra-

mento, and San Jose, When Vance's
experienced operator in San Jode
lett unexpeciedly Walkins was
called upon to substitute with the
understonding thal he would be re-
placed before the heavy week-end
trade. But Watkins became so pro-
ficient as o doguerrsotypist iIn a
remarkably short Hme that he con-
tinued to work for Vance befors
moving back to Som Francisco in
1857 or 1B58, where he opsned his
own business, using the then newly
developsd wet-plate process,

In the summer of 1858 or 1858
Watkins made his Hrst photographic
trip into the uncharted wilderness of
the Sierra, taking with him an enor-
mols camerd constructed  for  the
purpese and capable of making 18
by 2Zinch photographic plates. On
this frip he visited the Mariposa
Grove of gionl sequoias and photo-
agrophed Golen Clark stending ot
the base of the Grizzly Giont, This
is soid o be the first actug] phoio-
graph of g glant sequoia, althougn
enaravings of the huge tress had ap-
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Galen Clark—discoverar of Moripeaa

standing ot the base of the Grizzly Glont,

pecred earlier in publicotions and
on letter sheets, Not until 1861 did
Watkins visit Yosemite Valley, using
the same camera. On both of thess
tripz he carried also a stereo camerg,
Bim"F- there wos a n:_rrac:t dE-Iand for

LTV .‘:ﬂd izaue Dt News h-uhs af
Califorsia Libravies Charles B. Turrill
aptly stoted:

In our present -;1-: ¥ photogrophlo m-=t"r-“s

iz almost impossible o un
I| witieg ol Ih._ 'uan _ud

Il'uGE —|cll||:|., . Rf agt welve rI'II.I|.=l"
were requirad to pack the :._'lJII'II o It must
be borme in mind thal large gloss DICTI?EI
formed o very tmporlant pan of his s

ment, The tenl wsed In coating ond dew
ing thosa plotes was a load for one m
This yound mean wos mmpeled o faks Hve
mulas in his train corrylng comera, lent, aic,;
around the Vallsy wilh him. from peini to
point, Az each picture wos mods the lent had
ta be-ast up, the cooled and then im-
medialely exposed 4 ot once developad,

On the trip to Yosemite Valley in
1861, Watkins included an arduous
trek along the south rim of the valley,
where he made extroordinary photo-
graphs from Old Inspiration Poinl

Growve ond first
1858 er
probably the first photogroph of o giant segquola.
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Etate guordion of Yosemile Valley—

1859, Taken by Carleton E. Watkins, this |5

and other sesnic spaols, These photo-
graphs unguestionably had a pro-
tound effect in influencing publiz
opinion In the Egst, which led to
shaping legislation for setting aside
Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa
Grove as a Callfornia state park, in
om act of Congress signed by Abra-
hom Lineoln in 1884,

The Yosemite Book, published a= a
report aof the Whitney Survey, con-
toined many of Watking' finest land:
goopes, In 1868 he wos owarded
firet prize at the Pars International
Exposition by the commiitee on
photographic londscapess, the “only
medal for California views."" 1t iz in-
teresting to note that a pen-and-ink
drowing of this medal wos made by
his old friend, Willlam Keith, San
Fromecisco artist, and this appearsd
on the backs of Watking' old stereo
At the Philadeiphio Centen
nial celebrotion in 1876, Watkins
views of Yosemite were paid high
honor. Photographs maode ot the
centennial show Watking' large ple-
vturss conspicuously.

Views,
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During the =sixlies and seventies
Watking mode many trips to Yo
gemite. Lady C. F. Gordon-Cumming,
writing in Gramite Crags, stated:

Hoppéty for the Yo-semite, {t lends iealf
ddnilrably fo photography, and hag found
variaus  enthueletle driste lo that line, chisf
amotg whom slill ranke Mr. Walkina, whase
beautilul work reached us In England some
yoars age, ond first made me long te vizit this
gremd region. He hos been working here all
{this sumtner, comgping in the valley, and
corrying  hls matlerdals In o gregt coversd
woggon, which he slalions ot some: geesseible
spot, and thence makss his expeditdons o all
the finest poinis.

The trip referred to was in 1878 and
it was evident that Watkins by that
time waos fomeous throughouwt the
world,

We hove learned from Julic Waot-
king, demahiter of Carleton E. Watkins,
that her fother had o studic next o
that of Iscich W. Tabsr, another
famous early-day photographer.
There was even o doorway between
their odjoining studics and they
barrawed from each other frequent
ly. While Watkins wos away on a
trip cme time, Tober is reported o
have appropricted oll of Watking'
famous 18 by 224nch glass plates
Julia stoted that fellowing this ex
perience the doorwoy between ths
two studios was completely sealed,
and her fothar starled anew using
g smaller comera and announced
his new "PBoudoir Series.”

In November 1873 Watkins made
a trip to Utah, chortering twe rpail-
road cars to carry his wagon, teon,
and photographic eguipment.
Through his friend, Colliz P. Hunting-
ton, Watking had o lifetime pass on
the railroads, in return for which h=
did extensive work for Mr. Hunting-
ton grats, Willlom  Keith accom-
pemnied Watking on this trip to Uion
and meode voluable use of Watking’
photographs for momy of his oil
paintings.

In 1880 Waiking made his first
trip 1o southern Calllormla ond east
as far as Tucson, Arizona, photo-
graphing the progress of railrood
conatruction, [t waa on this trip that
he wrote o series of letters to Frances
("Frankie') Snesd wheo was operal-
ing his studic on Mentgomery Strest
in Ban Fromeiseo, These letters reveal
axtreme difficulties encountered by
the plemeer photographer in his busi-
ness. Compeltition wazs keen and
Watkins, despite his fome, was al-
reqady fesling the pinch. In a lstler io
"Frankie,” his future wife, from Santa
Monica on June 26, 1880, he wrois,
"It this business den't give us a liv-
ing we will go and squat on somea
government land ond roise spuds”
Some evidence of the wvolume of
busingss the studlo was conducting
appears in o letter written April 3
from Los Angeles, which stoted,
"Tell Bognosco fo print the Fruit
Exabllion (the 200 stereos) just cs
terst as he com cnd send them along
50 al o time, to Corter & Rics, Los
Angeles”

Indication of the =ad state of bus!-
ness afiairs was revealed in o letter
Watkins wrote 1o "Framkle" rom the
Cosa Grande ruin on this same trip
in the spring of 1880:

When a cusiomer comes-in your place get all
you con in the waoy of price but don't let cns
go en account of price; Sell all vou' [ean] for
all you can gel. Thot ls the rule of all other
dealers in my goods and 1 have slocd eut
for good prices o my own daltiment leng
gnocugh. This year give ‘em h- with their
own shot.

A= neor as we con determins,
Watkins married Frances Sneed on
his 5lst kirthdoy, November 11,
1280, He had met his petite bride af
Virginia City, Nevada, some Hmsa
earlier. In our collection of Watkins'
meterial in the Yosemite Musesum is
an excellent photograph of the in-
terior of his studio, with his doughisr
Tulia and =son Collis et the doorway.
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Beside the docrway is Julla's tovarite
dell, Araminta Clementing Josephina
Watkine, [ulia vividly remembers
those early doys in the fop Hloor of
thot bullding on Montgomery Strest,
The reception room and the studio,
with its elaborate props, were down-
atalra, Her father would sometimes
call up the stgirway lhot he would
soon bring a distinguished wisitor to
mest the family, thus giving her
mother time to stroighten up therr
living quarters.

Julid remembers going to Bed in
the room adicining the living room
emd watching through g erock in ths
doorway the shadow profile of her
jovial iather s he chuckled over tha
cartoons and jokes in his faverits
magazing, Puck, or wiped tears from
hig eves after reading o sad storv in
the Cerland Mowthly, another of his
magazines. He was evidently a man
of deep feslings, quick to respond 1o
humar or pathos. Jubio Watking pos-
zegses her lagther's lovable person-
atity and his joy In living,

Carlston Watking' profound  op
preciation of the outefdoors 13 re-
flected in his magnificent photo-
grophs. His unyielding enthusiosm
and ensrgy led him to rise at dov-
breck morning ofter moming on his
long treks into Yosemite, One of hilg
tovorite spots here was Mirrer Lakes,
reflacting a noble mountain which
bears his name (see

placa).

now frontis-

Watkins mode o second rip to the
copper mines ot Ancconda ond
Butte, Montana, In 1830, On this trip
he wrmle a zsries of lsters o his
wife in San Froncisco which dlsclos=
thelr continued struggle in the photo-
grophic business ond o number of
physical almenis that plagued Wt
king during the later vemrs of his
lite, All of these letlers revecl his
urdaillng sense of humor despite ad-

Walkins, {rom o comes corved

Corletcn E,
by om ltelian artist in Son Francisco. This

cameo 18 the beat koown likeness of the
pitonear photographer, and 1s o prized possss
glon of Julla Watkins, his doughler.

versity, ond his wormth of feeling
loweard fomily and frlends.

During  the dewvelopment of the
Kem County Lomd Clampany, Wat-
kins wvislted Boakersfield, Californio,
and made o series of some 700 views
of the Hoggen and Tevis properly
cn 8 by 10dnch negaotives on dry
plates. This was probably his last
lorge commersial job. One evening
when he returned from a hard doy
of photography, he found the prop-
erty owners were hoving an elabo-
rate dinner party. They invited him
to join them. Walkins had only his
old work clothes end his one whiks
shirt was dirty. Nevertheless they In-
gisted he join the goay party, ond
promised that they would dress him
up. Whereupon Watkine washed hia
shirt cnd his hosts produced a linen
duster, nattily cut in the shope of a
wallowtail coat. While everyone
else ot the offalr was In full dress,
Watking was the lile of the party
dressed in the improvised suil
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Woatking  continued  to suffer ill
health, powverty, and misfortuns
through the early 1800's. He head
many friends omeong the prominent
citizens of California, including Gov-
emar Pordes, whe helped him in his
later wecrs. His friend, Caollis P
Hunfngton, gove him on Bl-acre
ranch o Capay in Yolo Countly.
Some of his reiatives were living ot
the ranch at the fime of the Zan
Froncisco earthguake and fire aof
April 18, 1906. This occounis for the
preservation of o number of photo-
graphs omd letters which are wital
to our knowledge of Watking' life.
Practically all of his photographic

TAF

plates and fine callection of daguerrs-
otypes were destroyed in the fire.
Almost blind, 11, end bitterly disap
poitnted, Watkins was led from his
burning studic on thot dote by his
son Collis to the home of his photog-
rapher friend, Charles B, Turmrill. He
never recovared from this frogic ex
parience which blotted oul for all
Hme any possibility of hi=s again he-
ing self-supporting and independent,

In 1910 Wotkinsg had ialled in
health to such an extent thot he wos
commitied to the State institution ot
MNapz. He died there In 1916 at the
oage of 27,

e g | w

Hiatoric photegroph of Carleton E. Walkins, almest blind and lailing in health, being forcsfully

lad from his Son Fronciaco siudle by hie son
Bpril 1B, 1806, iollowing the eark

1 |'|='|'.':'.' ond a irend, on ihe mormming o

i the comsr

bullding on the tight, Phole copiéd lrom the eriglbal al the Seclely of Colliornda Pleneers,

Ban Froncisda,
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EXOTIC TORTOISE DISCOVERED IN YOSEMITE VALLEY

By Orthello L. Wallis, Park Ranger

A desert tortoise (Gapberis ggassizi)
was discoversd plodding its way
across the roagd near Camp 7 in
Yosemite WVallay, elevalion 4,000
feet, on September 29 losl vecr by
Eill Mutlley, on employes of the Yo
semite Park and Curry Company,
This find was extrgordinary becomzs
it was made so lar from the turtle's
native home in the arid deserts of
southeastern  California, Wtah, Ar-
zond, Nevada, and Sonora, Mexico.

The reptile was glven to canother
amplovee who took it home to his
son, age 12, ond doughier, ags 3.
The next morning, of course, they
iook the tortoise to school. The teach-
er, Mr. L. D. Moore, who is o summer
member of the ranger-naturalist siaff
in Yosemite, explained that this par-
ticular turtle was not native to the
park omd had net been reported
previously from this location.

The strenge occurrsnce of this
turtle in Yosamite Valley probably
was the result of its release by soms
visltor who hod picked the turtle up
on the distant desert. When this per-
son hod grown lired of it as o pet,
he had let the torioize go in thess
surrcundings which are so poorly
suited to its requirements. Actually,
the introduction of exofic cnimals
into & natlonal pork i= prohibited
by FPedsral law, for such an action
might sventually couse serious dls-
turbance of the natural conditions.
With respect 1o the desert iocrioise,
however, this dongsr would be sliaht
because the environment in Yosemita
is a0 unlike thal of the desertlomed.

Indesd, the demger would more
readily apply to the survival of tha
forinlse.

In itz proper hakitat the desert
tortoise lives entirely upen the land
and feeds upon vegeiation. In Yo-
semite Natlonal Poark, only cone
species of turlle, the western pond
turtle  (Clemmys marmorata), ococurs
natively. It is found in somes of the
ponds and lokes in the Mather Dis-
trict of the park, and 15 carmivorous
in ils food habits, It has Hipper-like,
webbed [est, whereds the dssert tor-
tolse has stumpy legs like those s
cm elephant, Although i {s equally
carrect to call these reptiles "turtlss,”
tha ones which live on the land e
usually referred to as torloises.

The hottom sheil, or plastron, of
the torioise consists of bony plates
called scutes. As the animal grows,
new lovers are annually addsd to
the scutes. Mr. Moore counted 20
"rings" on the scutes of the desert
tortoise which indicated on age of 20
veors. In older individuals the plates
may become worn with wear, mok-
ing it more difficull to sstimote the
aae by this method.

In itz naiive haobiiot the tortoizs
will draw its heed and hind fest into
its ghell emd will {old its front fest
in ghead of its head when disturbed.
These iest are covered hy horny
scales which provide protection
agalnst snemies. The individuol
found in Yeosemite Valley did not
recdily respond to disturbomces in
thiz maonner, Indicating that it previ-
ously hed become used o man,
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DEAD BEAR, BURNED HOUSE

By Homer W. Robinson, Assistant Chief Ranger

On Friday, April 3, a resident of
Merced who owns o summesr homs
in the private Foresta area within
the park telephoned the Ronger O
fice during the nocon hour to repoit
that the home of a Mr. Patlerson at
Foresta had burned. The mon mak-
ing the report sald he had just ar-
rived at Foresto from Merced, had
digcovered the house hod bumed
very recenily, as it was atill smock-
ing, and there was a dead bsar In
a tree nearky.

An investigation a short time later
revedied the dead hecr weighing
150 to 200 pounds on top of a power
tremsiormer in the tree near the silz
of the burmmed house, The bear plain-
lyv met death by electrocution as he
woa in close proximity to the high
voltoge tromemilssion line, ond hardl
been severaly burned.

When linemen of the power com-
pomy removed the dead bear they
also found a decd gray squirrel
nearby. Possibly the bear climbed
in doing e he had to poss by the
the tree in search of the sguirrel, and
wires which served bwo housss inthe
vicinity. It appears that bruin hocked
@ pow over one or more of these
wires to pull himself up the ires,
slactrocuting himsslf ond moking a
short circuit ot the enfrance box on
the end of the Patiterson home, and
so comsed the fire,

To our knowledge there wers no
witnesses to the buming of th=
houss, There were still live soals at
the site when the investigotion was
mede about 2 o'clock Fridey after-
nocn, ond the conditlon of bees and
shrubs surrounding the house indi-
coted the fire had started about doy-
light that moming when there was

no wind. Also, the condition of the
bear Indicated hs had been dead
only a matter of hours, Linking the
electrocuted bear with the burmned
houss iz pure conjecture; but it does
seem probakls.

This is the first instanece we know
of where g bear might be suspected
af arson, and suggesis o somewhat
different kind of fire deanger, which
has not herstofore been anticipated
in our forest protection measurest

o 105
Jobm Mallady

Electrocuted bedr on lap of power transformer
in tree af Foresta
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CONFUSING PARTNERS
By Sam W. Elkins, Ranger Naturalist

In early July last yvear I found mo-
salf standing on the shores of Harden
Lake, This is a recdily accessible
spot, perched on the south rim of the
Tuzclumne River Canyen, o liftle leas
thom o mile nerth of the old Tioga
Road nsar White Woll, The lake 1t
geif iz about 7,600 {eet in elevation
and 18 surrcunded by o dense stond
of ledgepole pines, aspens, and red
tirs,

I paused by the lake to admire tha
view and caich my breath when |
heard o loud chorus of calls, ob-
viously meade by young birds in the
near vicinity, With just o litil=s
searching | found the sound coming
from a hole containing o nest about
20 fest up in the side of o dead
ledgepole pine. The sound was ocoo
gion=sd by the wisit of ocne ol the
parent birds, whose toil could b=
szeen sticking ou! of the hole at th=
time. In o few moments it emerged
and showed itzelf to be a mals Wil-
liccmson sapsucker. His colors wers
dominantly black and white, with o
black crown and back, and whit=
rump, face stripes, omd wing patehes,
He also has a distinctive red throol
patch gnd yellow belly,

He rested on the side of the tres
for @ fow moments and then flew
oway. In a very short time the tres
woas again vigited by an adult bird.
This bird locked like it hod no busi-
ness there whatsoever hecouse itz
plumage had not the vaguest re:
semblance to that of the one who
had so recently left. The yvoung birds

recognized the newcomer, however,
and put up their fomiliar chatter de-
monding food ond attention; This
slrenger entered the hole and [rom
the sounds that were amitted thers
wes no doubt that the voung birds
not only reccanized it, kut apprecl-
ated ils presence. Shorlly the strom-
gar oppsared and showed iiself 1o be
o female of the Williomson sap-
sucker. She has an entirely different
color pattern from the male, her
colore being predominenily  in
browns. She showed a "flicker-like”
barred back, brown head;, white
rump, and vellow belly.

In checking through the literature
on these interesting partners [ found
the confusion waos deep-seated.
When observers first discoversd
these birds the male and female
were actually assigned to separate
genera. In 1852 the [emaole wos
called  the black-breasted wood-
packer, Melanerpes thyroidens, by John
Casgin. In 18680 Cassin described the
male ond called it the Williamson
woodpecker, Sphyrapicus williamsonii.
In =ach case the lmmature bird of
the same sex was assumed to ke the
opposite-gexsd partner, I wasn't
unfil 1875 that this omithological
muddle was straightensd out by
Henry Henshow who come upon o
nest similar fo the ones al Harden
Lake where he found male, feriale,
and immature all living together, Tt
was then that the name Willictmaen
sapsucker, Sphyrapicus HJ_}-mm‘:'m, WS
first correctly assigned to both sexes.
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BOOK REVIEW
By Richard G. Lillard, Ranger Naturalist

A NATURAL HISTORY OF WEST-
ERM TREES, by Donald Culross
Beatlle, illustrated by Poul Land-
gore. Houghton Milflin Co., Boston,
1953, 751 + xiv pp. $6.00.

In this homdsome volume, dedi-
coted to Mary Tresidder, the author
lukes up more than two hundred
species of natlve trees to be found
in the vast area between the Pacitic
Oeean and the 100th meridian, and
the Arctic Ocean and the Mexican
boundary. For edch species he sup-
pliss a summary of altermate names,
gecgraphical ronges, and botomical
chorocteristics, and then he goes on
to provids an essay thal charmingly
places the tres In lis fotol ecologleol
gefting, both natural and humemn.

The essoays, meny of which have
already appeared in populor and
gemipopular maogazines, are models
of the kind of information ond the
technigque of preseniation that ora
encouraged by the Yosemlte Fisld
School as it teaches student notural-

tatz how to give talks emd lead nao-
ture walks. For the essays work inte
the discussion of a tree all relevant
detdgils of omithology, entomology,
lumbering, social history, and eth-
nology, while alse quistly com-
poigning for conservation and show-
ing cn appreciation for the beculy
and weonder of Nature,

All the trees of Yosemite National
Pork appear in due coursze, with
especially  rieh essavs on giont
SECUOIC, Wasliem white pine, sugor
pine, Slerra juniper, and guaking
aspen, The wood enaravings by Mr
Londacre are useful for identifica-
tion of trees by such deidlls as
trunks, leaves, fmiis, cones, or flow-
ars, though they cre less helptal
when they show the distant appear-
ance of whole tress such as while-
bark pine ond California buckeye.
The bock prevides hours of goed
recding for onyenes whe s interested
in the treses of Yoszemits, the florg
of the West, cmd the world of Nature.

o






