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THE ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL PARK IDEA IN AMERICA

A Condensation by Douglass H. Hubbard
BAesociate Park Naturalist

EDITOR'S NOTE: The fcllowing arficle iz o condensatien of Dr. Hona Huth's tihe "Yosemits,
The Stery al an Ideo’,, which fitst appeared in the Slerra Club Bulletin for March 1948 and a
raperl by Frederlck Low Olmsieod, “The Yosemtts Valley and the Mariposa Big Treea”. This
1865 repar!, prophelc concerning Yosemile, was lost for many years. It was found in 1852 by
Miss Stellz Obel and published, with an infroductory note by Loure Wood Hoper, in Landscape
Aschitecture {or Oetoher 1952, The matsricl iz used with the kind permission of Dr. Huth end
Mrs, Roper, and the edilars of (he Sierra Club Bulletin ond Londscape Architecturs.

Part 1

Historianz howve been prons o ac-
cept the statement that the neationeal
park idea was born ot o camptlire
in Yellowslone in 1870, In redlity,
Congressional action had set aside
the Yosemite Valley and the Mari-
posa Grove of Giont Sequoias six
vears before that date that they
might be enjoved lorever as scenic
resources for all the people.

One of the most interesting arii-
icles ever writien about the kirth
and growth of the national park idea
is Hons Huth's Yasewite, The Story of
an ldea, which oppeared in the Sterra
Club Bulletin several vears ago., Dr.
Huth has never seen Yosemite so
cannot be considered a prejudiced
writer. In his article he traces from
George Catlin, the Indion paginter,
who first suggested setting aport a
'actional park in 1832, through the

evolution and growth of the idea to
its first proctioal oapplication in Yo-
semlte in 1864,

s toke o few minutes to frace,
with Dr. Huth and cthers, the course
of man's interest in nature in Amer-
ica to its culmineation in our great
national pork systern of teday. Inei-
dentally, copies of Dr, Huth's inter
esling booklel are available at the
Yosemile mussum,

I. Iniroduction

"In the course of the growth of
the Mational Park System it has been
frequently stated that with the os-
taklishment of Yellowstone National
Park in 1874, the idea of national
parks was bomm, More specifically,
it has been soid thoat members of
the Washburmn-Domme Expedition of



1870, In a complire discussion in
Yellowstone, laid the foundolion for
the national park pattern, and theal
from there on, like apasilss, they
carried the new gospel to the people.

"I things recally had happened
this way, it would indeed hove been
something of o mirccle. It would
herve maant that public opinion had
beon preparsd for this suppossdly
naw ond unigque dea in littke more
than a vear, and that Congress was
ready io act faverably 'l sel apord
the vast territery of Yellowstone as a
public park or plegsuring ground
for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people. ldeas of such farreaching
consequence do nol ripen overmight;
they develop slowly . . . Anvy altempt
{o elucidate the svolution of the na-
ional park ldea must st by ox-
ploring two different procasses. Cne
iz the legal procedure used for frans-
forming an areq into a park for pub-
lic use, as sxemplified in the history
of the seiting up of Yosemite or Yel-
lowstone as segregated areas undsr
state or lederal authority. The other
is o process which seems more im-
portant and hos been given little
attention — the shaping of public
opinicn so that it will either demeomd
or suffer conservalion measures.
Contrary to the usual assumption, it
was not the establishment of Yellow-
stone but rather the setting apart of
Yosemite which waos preeminent in
the basic conditioning of opinion.
Yoszemite is the point of departurs
from which o new idsa begon to
gain momentum. Whers the idea
will lead con hardly be envisaged,
but we do know that the manner in
which the entire park system devel-
pped in this country is specifleally
American; the system is an institu-
tion admirably suited (o 8] the nesds
of the peaple.

II. The American and Nature

. The attitude of the colonial:
toword nature . . . [is] bome out in
a litlle poem published in 1692:

In such o wilderness . . .

When we bagan to clear the

Lemd . ..

Then with the Ax. with Might

omd Strength,

The trees so thick and stromng | .

We laid them all along . . .

(These) we with Fire, most furious|

Ta Ashes did confound . . .

“, . Toward the beginning of th
‘eightasnth century thare were o
casional changes in this attitud
even in the core of Purilan stool
For example, Jonathon Edwends, th
Commecticut minister, whe was di
missed from his pulpit for his to
strict adherence to the Puritom doo
ma, rather freely expressad his des;
love for the beautles of nature whicl
he considersd an emanation of th
Son of God, "We behold the fraograr:
rose and lily . . . the easiness an!
naturginess of tress and rivers ar
shadows of His beauty . | . the gold
en edges of an evening cloud . .
the blue sky . . . the ragged rock:

. and the brows of mountains.

"Evealuation of the attitude toward
neoture of writers of the early nin
igenih cenlury iz different only ke
cause it becomes hord fo know
whom io select among the many
who are toking on increasing inter
ezt in the Americon scene, Abow
all is of course James Fenimor:
Cooper, whose Pioneers must be 1o
garded as one of the most significarn
books in this respect. Here iz on
of itz typical possages in whicl
Natty Bumpo expresses his feslings:

.+ .when | feli lonesoms . . . |
would go into the Catskills ano
gpend g few doys on that hill . .
"What see vou when vou gst there?
asked Edwards | ., 'Creation, lad



_all creation,’ said Natty, 'How should
a man who has lived in towns .
know emything about the wonders
of the woods? . . . None know how

ften the hand of God iz ssen In
the Wildernass, but them that rove
it for o man's life.' ”

[The first mention of o national
park as such was made by
“George Catlin (1796-1872), ancther
untiring explorer and painter, whose
particular interest lay in the 'locks
aid customs of the vanishing roces
of nottve man in America” Travel-
iig up the Missouri River into the
heart of the Indion country (1832),
Catlin beheld the vast forest cover.
ing the banks of the river and he,
perhaps o the first man in this
country o do so, had the imagino
tion 1o conceive the idea thot these
raalms ‘might in future be seen (by
some greal profecting policy of govern-
ment) preserved in their pristine

beauly and wildsrness, in o magnifi-
vent park, where the world could see
tor oges to come, the notive Indian
in his classic gitire, galloping his
wild horse | amid the ilesting
heards of elks and buffaloss, What o
becutful and thrilling specimen for
America to preserve ond hold up
to the wview of her refined citizens
cnd the world, in future ages! A
wation's Park, contoining men and
bzast, in all the wild and freshness
of their noture’s beauty.” This poas
sage wos first published in one of
the leflers Catlin sent lo the New
York Daily Commercial Advertiser in
1833 from the Indian Terrilory. Thus
was planied the seed of an idex
which, although it took more than
three decadss to develop, was im-
mediately well circulaied in the
widely read New York newspaper.

{To be Continued)

Thomaa Avyres skeich of Yosemila Valley in 1855
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DEATH OF A GIANT SEQUOIA

By Gayle 5. Alden, Ranger Naturalisi

Few giont ssquoios have ever
died while standing, "Plute’s Chim-
ney’ ' in the Mariposg Grove iz one
of the exceptions. Death usually oo-
curs only after a tree Iolls and Hs
roots thus are severed from the trunk,
The falling is the resull of many
ferctors weakening the treg until is
center ol gravity has passed the crit-
ical point. The tree then iz drown to
the soxth.

Frobably the primory factor in the
weakening of o glant seqgueia ls firr,
Evidence indicates thet veors ago,
before the orea was protected from
forast fires, many fires, probably
started by lichiening siriking o pine
or fir, swept the grea. These fires ap-
parently were ground fires which
burmed the boses of the trees. Each
successive fire burned a little desp-
er, probably wvoarying in depth o
each tree depending upon  the
ameount of debris ond undergrowth
around the bose. The tree's reaction
was o grow over the wound and
thuz restrengthen ilseli, In some in-
stances this hos token ploce com-
pletely. The boase of same rees, how-
ever, remgined damoged and of
course weakenad, The lean of the
Grizzly Giont cnd the Woawona tree
ere probably dus in part e this
wedakehed condition of their bases.

Maisture is o second foctor which
probably weakens the tree from bwo
aspects. First, as the snow which
fxlls in the winter beglns o melt in
the spring, it moistens and loosens
the =oll arcund the reots, The hold-
ing power of the roots is then great-
Vv decreased. Second, the lale spring
snows which are heavier bscouse
of higher moisture content weakens

the tree sven more. When such o
snowlall heaps its weight upon the
lorge hranches of o mature tree, it
may oifzet the treg’s normal center
of gravity.

Man hos also done o great deal to
cause the destruction of theso trees.

By walking cround the bases of the
irees ond by driving outemohbile:
near them, he has coused the rool
systems of mony trees o be weak
aned. This ooccurs because of th
brittleness of the wood and the shal
lowness of the roo! system. As the
ground  becomes  famped  down
about the base of the tree, the pres-
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sure couses o weakened and crack-
ing of the roots and refards new
growth. This aclion also prevenils
the growth of other plants ond is an
agent of ercsion. The srosion bares
many of the rocts, increasing their
alrecdy weokened condition.,

All of the above lactors, fire, mois-
ture, and man, aoccumulate their des-
tructive influences. Then o weok-
ened, scarred giant succumbs in the
gpring of the yeoar with the help of
snow and strong winds: If fully pro-
tected, there is no known limit of
how long o giont sequeola would
live. But such protection has nol
been afforded them. Thizs com only
be done by keeping beth fire and
men ot a "safe’” distonce, We hawve
o]l but eliminated fire rom the scens.
Perhops zome doay we may find o
way o reduce man's destructive in-
fluence upon the giont sequoics. Un-
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il then they will continue to periad-
ically fall ond die,

|~ 4

AN UNUSUAL SUGAR PINE CONE

By Richard Wason, Ranger Naturalist

While oversized notural objects
ay have greater news valus, it
eems that attention should lkewise
called to items of unusually small
ize s well. Becently Mrs, Lydig
atzinger of the Big Tree Lodoe ataff
esented us with o malure cone of
he sugor pine (P lambertiana)
hot measured only four and one-
inches in length, excluding the
tern. Jepson describes the sugar
ine come s being from 13 to 18
ches long, hence o specimen less
o hall the average minimum
nath seems noleweorthy,

This cone, which was feund in the
icinity of the lodge under a sugar

Fn

ping, had all the choracteristics of
typical cones of the specles except
tor size. = width was about four
inches, so it was almost spherical
In shape. Seeds hod been produced
—apparently nortial ones from the
size of the cavilies on the scales—
but there were fewer of them than
usual, Cn the basis of o scale count,
it was determined that less thon twa
hundred seeds had been formed,
lover four hundred iz not unusual in
a normeal cona).

It will be interesting to learn if
thers are additional records of dwenf
eones of this or other coniferous spe-
cles.
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GOPHER "CORES”

By Henry G. Weston, Jr., Ranger Naturalisi

Are thev sections af heavy cabla
or rope? Are they enormeus snakes?
Or are they giant earthworms? The
surnmer visitors who get to the moun-
tgin meadows of Yosemite National
Park may find long sinuous cylin-
ders of earth lving on fop of the
ground. Few reclize these eorthen
oyviinders are evidence of the winter
cotivity of the pocket gopher.

In the Yosemite areq, the pocket
gophers, so-called becouse they pos-
seas o furllned pocket in each
cheek, are the most common type
of burrowing animal. However, few
live gophers are ever gseen by man,
primarily because of their secretive
burrowing habits, Instead their pres-
ence ls more commonly recognized
by ths rather lop-sided mounds of
soil they push up on the surface of
the ground,

Each winter when the snows cover
the meadows, the gophers, instead
of hibemating, usually remain ac-
tive oand extend their sysioms of
tunnels from the ground up into the
snow. They ulllize snow tunnels os
well s the more common earth
tunnels, Mony people belisve one
of the purposes of these snow un-
nels iz o enable the gophers ©
reach plant stems ond leaves, em-
bedded in the snow, that are out of
reach during the warmer seqsons
of the year. The wvertical range of
accessible food souwrces 1z thereby
areatly increased.

While active during the winter,
the gophers push up o great deal of
excavated sarth from tunnels below
the frestline in the ground and pack
i intc the snow tunnels, (hereby

forming solld earth-corss. This ecwth

apparently  freezes. and  hordens.
When the gmound cover of snow
melts, these sarthen “cores” ore
lowered intact onto the surfoce o
the meadows. The ground meay be
covarad with a varitchle network
ol theze earthen "cores” that usually
retain their shape for zeveral month:
despite spring ond summer roins
These earthen plugs have bes
found resting on top of lew bushs:
over rocks and over faollen branche
and legs, indicating that the gophen

have tunneled through the sno
cuite some distcmos above grournd
Zopher food coches as well as il

cores of tunnels are also uncoverod
by the melting snow. For exampl

In Peregoy Meadow stores aof rocl
of Queen Anme's Lace [ Ewlaphn.
herve been identitied.

So as you visit our high count
meadows watch for nature’s earfhs
ropes. Stop and picture if you o
the winter activities of these norn
ally sublerromeom workera, the

pockel gophers.
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MAYHEM IN CAMP 9

By Richard |. Hartesveldt, Ranger-naturalist

Cn the 17th of July, Remger Les
Kellum, while patrolling in Camp 9,
found the right forsleg of @ young

bear cub neor the foot brdas to
Camp 12, It had been ripped viclent-
ly from the body, The shoulder blade
was still aitached to the leg and on
the ground nearby were three ribs
and o small bit of viscera and blood.
A thorough search of the area re-
vealed no immediate clues that
would help solve the mvstery - no
uff merks in the dry pine duff, no
blood and no body, A few clues
were furnished by visitors who were
camped nearby. Several persons re-

about 11 pom. the previcus night
d that because of the viciousness
f the scunds they did not approach
loser to satisly thelr curicsity. One
jirl who had crossed the bridas
eard them thrashing iw the water
d could see the light of her flash-
tght reflecting In their eyes.

It these observations are correct
reporied, two things may be de-

duced. The lack of blood and sculf

rmerks con be attributed to the fight
having occcurred in the stream. The
fight between two mature bears or
violence reported would indicate o
o beor and o mountain lion, The re-
maing of the cub hear were wvery
likely coried away by one of the
two cnimals involved.

During the third wesk of August,
the head of o cub bear having fur
the same color as that of the leg was
lound in a bear-bedding arec in the
rocks along the north valley wall,
The guilt was thus focused on a
member of ifs own species. The re
mainder of the body was not found
ond maoy indicate that it was eaten,

The focts at hond, plus o little im-
agination, hbring forth two possible
molivies for the killing. The motherly
inglincts of a cubless adult female
may have driven her to oftempt to
take the cub away from its rightful
mother. Resentful of such an attempt,
the cub's mother fought ferociously
for her offspring which became an
unfortunate part of the fight. Becouse
of three unprovoked attacks on hu-
mans in the Camp 9 areg this sum-
mier, {t has further been suggested
that the same large bear, which may
be berzerk, was responsible for the
killlng of the cub. The beor thot
meide the unprovoked aftacks may
have been the mother of the dismem-
bered cub, who in her cmouish,
struck three times ot persons comped
in the creq of the killing, once near-
lv scalping o sleeping bovy.

Clroumstantial evidence iz insutf-
licient o convict the criminal in this
cose; the solution to this crime will
undoubtedly remain a mystery.
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ANTS IN OUR PLANTS

By Gale 8. Alden, Ranger Naturalisi

An accepted fact about the Giont
Seguoias has been their resistance
to attacks by insects, purportedly
because of the tannic acld present in
the batk, cones, and heartwood. Thi=
"fact” must be modified with regard
to the carpenler ants.

During the summer of 14954 o visi-
tor to the Moariposa Grove of Giant
Sequolas observed the work of oani=
in o meture living tres ond called
it to the attention of the ranger-rid-
turalist. Since then further ochserva-
tions hove bsen mode. Both living
and dead trees have been found in
which the carpenter ants are busily
at work.,

These ents, as is true of their kin,
cre  quite industrious. They hoave
evidently made use of woodpecker
holes as access areas. Walching
clogsely, one may chserve the anls

wood 1o the edge of the hole to let it
tumnkble 1o the ledae or ground balow.
If it falls to g ledge, as in the cose
of a down tree which has splinterad,
ancther "crew" is there energetically
tremaporting the particles to the neaxt
ledge below. The first evidence of
their work is usually a vile of "saw"
dust. When one places his ear
against the wood of the tres, he dis-
covers it is like listening to g small
factory at work.

Several unanswered gquestions re-
main with regard to the ants. When
did they start their work? What de
gree of damoge is being done by
them? Why core they not repslled
by the tannin os most insecls are?
Further study and observations may

reveal the answers. Meanwhile, the
coarpenter ants continue their "dep

carrying small particles of heart@iredation” of our Glant Sequaiags,
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A HIGH-FLYING GROUSE
By Henry G. Weston, Jr.. Ranger Naturalist

In 1933, C. H. O'Neal made an in-
feresting cbservation. He walched
a Sierra arouse hen fly off the Over-
henging Rock ot Glacier Point and
disappear for out over Yosemite Val-
ley. A sharp-shinned hawk followed
but failed to catch her. About ten
minutes later a Sierrs grouss chick
flew off from the saome place but
went to the lefi. At the time the cb-
servation was mades, O'Neagl had the
impression that the hen was leading
the hawk away from the chick.

The Sierra grouse is o heavy
bodied, chicken-like bird, characte:
istically found on or near to the
ground. Their wings are used norm
ally for short low flights. Hers was
a record of o grouse flyving more thay
3,000 fest above the ground in o
place whete we would expect !+
find swilts, soaring hawks,
sagles| One wonders how far and |
where the grouss hen flew befor:

she returned o the ground.

Ao s b an il _ a
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