YOSEMITE

NATURE NOTES

VOLUME XXXIV -« NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER 1955

M il Crrapy, Winder

—Ralph Andersun



JOHN MITIR

o in building up the Yosemile Museum

aphs, diaries and cther ohiecls pertinan) te Yosemite.

The Maticnol Park Service iz inlare
collestions of hisloric phot
Any vorrespondence ragarding denations should be addresssd fo the Park Ma
Yosemite Maotural History As
pf Yosemite Nolura Notes [rom

Califarnia

lurglist, Yosemile MNational

sociglion haos freguen)

Hbrariss and others inle Any lsaues from 1922 1o 1950

will be gratetully recerved




Y OSemite INawure ivowes

THE MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF
THE YOSEMITE NATURALIST DIVISION AND

THE YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION,

John C. Preston, Supeariniendan)
D. H. Hubbard, Assos. Park Naturalst

INC.

D. E. McHenry, Patk Noturalist
W, W, Bryant, Asst. Park Naturalist

W. C. Bullard, Junics Park Noturalist

VOL. XXXIV

NOVEMBER 1955

NO. 11

ROOSEVELT AND MUIR - CONSERVATIONISTS

By Richard |. Hartesveldl, Ranger-naturalist

In May 1303, Yosemite National
Poark was host to a little-known mest-
ing between President Theodore
Roosevell and John Muir, the lamous
nerturalist. This unusual meeting of
two great conservationists hod o
strong  influence upon the formula-
fisn in our government's land and
resources policy. It was during this
great era of accomplishments that
the term comservation came into ils
present meaning.

The prelude to this meeting began
a few years earlier when [orests
which had been set aside by Presi-
denls Harrisen ond Cleveland were
endangsred by prezsure from com-
mercial inferests who wanted the
Congress to release them from Fed-
ercl control. To John Muir, through
his vivid wrilings, goes much of the
ecredit for preventing the passage of
such legislodion. President McKinlay
devoted a lorge pertion of his time
to the management of the unpopular
Spanish American War and too little
ottenticnn. was glven lo land and re-
gource legislation. Through the po
liteal maneuvering of his opponents

in Mew Yark, Governor Theodors
Roosevelt was slevated to the wice-
presidency in an effort o siem the

rash of ontimenapslistic legislation
he was proposing.

Meanwhile, the opponen's of Fed-
eraally-owned forests were making
headway., In a lelter to his friend
C. 5. Sargent, o renowned tes ex-
pert, Muir wrote, “In the excilement
mnd din of this confounded war, the
silent irees stand a poor show for

justice.,” But things changed. On
September 6, 1901, President Mce-
Kinley was assgssinated; on the

same doy Theodore Roosevelt was
gworn In as President of the United
Slates.
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Few men hove enlered the office
of President with more enthusigsm
than did Teddy Rocsevelt. As on
outdooramem, he had o wonderful
insight to problems of land manage-
ment, mony of which were soived
during his cdministration. He felt
that "= conservation of notural re-
sources is the hundoamenigl prob-
lem.” He continued, “"Unless we
solve that problem it will avail us
little to solve all others.” Seeing that
forosts, grazing ldnds and  weter-
sheds were in danger of impoverish-
ment by exploiters, he and his able
forester, Gifford Pinchot, began
asteering the nation conservation-wise
by tightening Federal control over
such lands. The President became
interested in the conservation oifi-
tudes of John Muir by reading Muir's
enthusiastic wrilings, He indicated
to the lamed naturallst throush Cal
ifornia Senctor Chester Howell that
he desired to make o frip to Yosemite
for the express purpose of "talking
conservation’” with him.

Muir must have been thrilled at
the prospects of a visit by the Presi-
dent, although he did not so express
himself. After receiving o personal
letter from Roosevelt, we wrote to O
5. Sargent postponing their scaling
daie for Europe and the Crient, say-
ing, "An influential mem from Wash-
ington wants to make o trip into the
Sierra with me, and [ might be able
o do some forest good in freely
talking around the compfire.” Some
forest good was putting it mildly!

Rocsevelt arrived dressed for the
business at hand in his rough hunt-
ing clothes. He and Mulr left the
mgin party of dignitaries and =lept
on the ground ot night, once in the
snow, which delighted the President.
(500 "We'll Pitch Camp at Bridal-
veil" by Ralph Anderson, Yesemite
Nature Notes, Vol XXX, May 1585],
pp 43-46.) The conversalions arcund

their Sierra complires would prob-
ably fill several volumes, since both
were prolific tolkers. Although wa
shall never know all that transpirsd
on this memorial ouling, there is
much evidencs of the good which -
sulted from it. Jehn Muir was em-
phatie abaut the need for legislation
to prevent crcheological ruins from
being destroyed by “pot hunters”
and cother collectors, The Petrified
Forest cmd the Grand Canyon wers
foremost among specific areas men-
ticned. Perhopas it was at this time
that the two conceived o workakle
plen which would vest the Presidsnt
with the necessary power fo st
aparl a8 national monuments arsas
deemed nationally significant. The
purpose was, of course, to save tima
when areas were in immediate dan-
ger of inveasion, and also o elrcum-
vent opposition in Cengress which
might prevent mony such areas
from being established. The legisia-
tion was enacted in 1806 and is
known todory as the Antiquities Act.

Under wvorious preemption acts,
the public could obtein land cheanly
or without actual cest. Intended to
focilitate setllement of cur new no-
tion, theses acts lent themselves beau-
fifully 1o froudulent proactices. Muir
iold the President of certain lumber-
ing interests in California’s redwood
forests which would engoge sailors
on incoming ships to file for the legal
amount of redweood forest lomd emid
then immediately deed the lomd to
the compony which paid them $50
for their trouble. This, and several
other f[raudulent practices which
were brought to Roosevelt's atlention
gocentuated his already defermined
opinion that ootion had to be taken
as quickly s possible.

With the President’s visit began a
friendship with Muir tha! was cor-
ried on by mail though the years
T.R. had doubtlessly had a "bully
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President Roosevelt's s -Ldlu porty riding down Yosemite Volley near the end of their Camp-
ing trip in the high country The flrst mght was spent near the Sunset Tree in the Mariposao
Grove, the second camp wos mode near Sentinel Dome following a long hord day's ride
through growdritts and an oftermoon fighting a raging blizzard. This photo wos mode on
the third day, the skies stil] overcast. Lefr to right are Ranger Charles Leidig, John Muir,
President Roosevelt and Ranger Archie Lecnord, Following behind are o few of the hun-
dreds of wvisitors who focked to Yosemite in order fo catch o glimpse of the popular Presi-
izt Sonthern PacHic Raifrosd

pubtlic

JrG ,G::h to

oo time’ camping in Yosemile. He nertural  resoure
wrote  Muir years later that he  caught the enth

wizhed that once again they could this real problem. through
carnp underneath the sequoias, such loyal support that | won

n roule io Washington the Pre battle aiter battle agatnst an glmest
dent stopped In Socramenis and in violent ocpposition of moneved com-

intarasis,

a speech, prevailed upon the citizens
of this state to do all in thelr power
to use their for L ond streama wi
ly, 1o preserve lhe natural wealth
He ended, "We are not building
a day. It is o last

3 his odministration, which
in March 1909 Mesa Verde,
i re and Croler Lake
1 o3 national parks.
: arecs o be es-
tablished as ’I-.]'T-..I.I(ii .'nr*r'.u;n-.'-vnt.-';
he White House, Hoose- while an
velt ohocked the mony :

he

ir boundeory n:i-:es.-

with 1wewed vigor., Not signing the proclo-
ywn stall was meved by his cour-  mations withdrew them from

establishment of

of our pub blic




"Grand Canyon as o park had long
been the subject of debate. As for
back as the Benjomin Herrisen od-
ministration efforts had been made
to establish it az a national park.
Selfish Interests suceeded in prevent-
ing it. Now, with the power fo pro
claim londs as menumeniz in the
public intarest, Roosevelt in 1308 ss=t
aside some 800,000 ccres as Grond
Oonyon National Monument. Con-
gress loter gove it o national pork
stodus.

Park creas set aslde during the
Roosevelt era included: Chaco Can-
yon, New Mexico; Devils Tower,
Wyoming: El Morro, New Mexico;
Gila Cliff Dwellings, New Mexico;
Jewel Cove, Soulh Dakoto; Monte-
zuma Castle, Arlzona: Muir Woods,
California: Natural PBridges, Utah;
Navaio, Arizong; Pinnacles, Caltforn-
ic; Tonto, Arizonc: Petrified Forest,
Arizona: Tumocacori, Arizona, and
Lassen Peak and Cinder Cone, Cali-
farnic (now Lossen Veleanic Netion-
ol Park).

Conservation of our noturel re
sources became a major part of
Roosevell's activiltes. The monopaol-
istc misuses of lomds aequired from
public domain lorgely came o an
end. Lomd uses, some with great
resentment, were required o pay for
the privilege of that use, Even the
enemies of this historic change had
to admit its bensfit to the counfry at
large, The tide had turned. In Moy
1808, the President called the Con-
ference of Governors at the White
House. Governors of every stale cnd
territory, the Cobinet, the Supreme
Court justices and numerous sena
tore cad representatives were invited
lo discuss what TR considered to be
the greotest problem confronting the
nation. He must have thought it of
utmost importanece to hoave colled
the governors away from their jobs
all ot once. The conference was
unique and the President gained
world-wide prestige becoause of it

Here, in a time of plenty, he was
calling the nation to look chead end
plan wisely for the continuous use
of the rich rescurces. As o result of
this conference nearly every state
established o conservation commis-
=2iomn.

From this evclved the National
Conservation Commission which cor-
ried on its activiies moinly on TR
gpirit, since there was little or no
money for its cperation. In 1909,
Rocsevelt initiated the North Ameri-
con Conservation Conference, nvit
ing Conoda, Newloundland and
Maxico to participate in a discussion
ol common resource problems. A
werld wide conference was proposed
ond was to be held ot the Hogue,
Netherlands. However, it never ma-
tericalized becouse of o lesser inter-
esl in conservation on the part of his
successor, William Howeord Toft.
Among his other great accomplish-
ments was the formulation of the
Inland Walerways Commission
which was insfrumental in showing
the close relationship between for-
ests and water flow. Weaterwayr de-
velopment became a scientific and
intelligent businsss for the first time.
Mineral ond oil londs were saved
from exploitotion. The Division of
Forestry under Gifford Pinchot was
greatly strengthened and 148 millicn
oeres of lorest lond was given no-
tional forest sietus, During the Roos-
evelt odministreion 234  million
cwres of lond were withdrawn from
private entry, to be memaged for the
bensfit of the American people.

The amount that.John Muir influ-
enced Teddy Roosevelt's subsequent
cowrageous actions in behalf of the
public is as intongible as is the val-
ue of Yosemiie's fomous sconery.
Few will deny thet the value was
great, The people of the United
States will long reap the benefits of
o program which was strongly en-
couraged cround their camplires in
Yeosemite National Park.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL PARK IDEA IN AMERICA
A Condensation by Douglas H, Hubbard

Associate Park Naturalist
Part 2
"Henry Thoreau , . . wrote: wos it suppossd to ‘roise wild ani-

‘Why should not we . . . have our
| national preserves | . . in which the
bear and pemther, and some even
of the hunter race, may still exist,
and not be civilized off the foce of
'the sarth . . . for inspiration and cur
true recreation? Cr should we, like
villains, grub them all up for peach-
Hing on cur own national domeaine?’
"The romonece of travel waos being
'discoversd by o steadily increasing
throne, Saqarah |. Hale, the publisher
of Godey's Magazine, f2lt that ‘circum-
stoneces had almost inevitably de-
sigmed us gs a notion of lravellers.”

"But the West bevond the Rockiss
was not yet accessible to . . . leisure-
Iy travel. We may conclude, how-
ever, that the attitude foword noture
had chanaged enough since colonical
days to allow Americans o welcome
easier ocoess to the West when i
- should come

11, Origin of the Park Idea

"Neither the poet's love of noture
and the artist's interest in itz esthetic
qualitieg, nor improvements in trans-
portation cnd the citizen's demand
for recreational facilities need have
produced the scenic park., But if
these forces did not produce i, did
the pork movement, then, originate
| in Congress? . . .

"Even some years aiter the Yellow-
slone Act had been approved in
1872, mony in Congress expressed
concernn. about this nesw ‘asset.’ To
'them it would hove been betler to
have scld the cmea o= other public
lands had been sold. After all was
it not ‘o very expensive luxury.' The
Federal Government was not sup-
posed to go into ‘show business’ nor

mals.” With such objectionz on rec-
ord we may be rather sure that the
poark idea did not originate in Con-
greas. Curlously encugh, even Fred-
erick Low Olmsted [this nome is
importont] when he tried—to dis-
cover the crigin of public perks in
this country, had to give up—Iin all
lHkelihood becouse he had been too
close to the problem all his life. He
said cnly that it did not sesm o
come os ¢ direct ‘result of any of
the grect inventions or discoveries
of the country,’ but that it probably
haod been ‘o spontanecus movement
of that sort which we conveniently
refer to oz the ‘genius of civilizo-
tien'..."

To a limited degree there had been
‘public’ parks in this couniry since
the beginning of colonization. When
Penn laid out the original plan of
Philadelghia he assigned for public
usze o number of squares, the largest
ot which hod measured ten acres.
These were to bs graced with irees
and not to be built over, except per-
haps with o few public bulldings.
Likewise there were ‘commons’ such
s those in Engloand in most of the
MNew Englond settlements . . .

"It seems o logical sequence thodt
we should find that William Cullen
Bryomt wos the first to advocale o
public park in New York that would
be on o scale which up to that time
had been unheard of . . |

"The propesal . . . [for what was
to become Ceniral Pork] woas well
accepted, and in 1851 the frst oot
was passed authorizing the acquis-
itlon of the necessary lands. The ap-
pointment of Frederick Loaw Olmsted



as a superinlendsnt of the project
initiated @ new era in the best pos-
sible way. After some vears of fruit
ful work in establishing this park,
Olmated  disagresd with Park au-
thorities. He gove up his position in
May 1863, and accepted ancther as
superintendent of the mining sstates
of General Fremont, in Mearipose,
In the light of Yosemite's laoter rols,
thiz shifting of Olmsted's positon
from New York to Moriposa must be
regarded os o most fortunate coin-
cidence,

IV, The Idea Grows

"Even after the first excitemenl
ovaer the Cdolifornia Gold Bush hod
died down, the East learnsd littls
about the beauty spots of the newly
acaquired territory of California, Mone
but the hardiest traveler, cnd cer
lainly no 'tourist’ would have been
willing to stand the overland trek or
gither of the wedrisome routes by
sec, It is slgnificant that one of the
firat big news stories to come out
of California that was not concerned
with gold was o show-business
stunt. In 1852 the Calaveras Grove
of Big Trees was discovered. The
next wear, two unscrupulous busi-
nessmen, George Gale and o com-
panion, strippad one of the Big Trees,
the 'Mother of the Forest,” 315 leel
in height and 61 fest in circum-
ference, up to the height of 116 fest,
and shipped the bork East for a
show in zome of the seaboard citiss,
and then ot the Crystal Paolace ex-
hibition in Sydenhoam, London, In
1854 . . . The show turned oul to be
unsuccessiul since owing to the im-
mensity of the circumierence, no
body would believe that the berk
had come from one tree, and finally,
being bronded os o humbug, the
exhibltion had to be ended. While
this was golng on in London, the
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Frederick Law Olmatead

widely read Gleason’s Pictorial pub-
lished o protesi by o Californiem te
whom it seemed o 'cruel idea, o
perfect desecration to cut down such
a splendid tree . . . in Europe such
a natural producton would  have
been cherished and protected by
law; but in this money-making-go
aghead community, thiry or forty
thousand dollars are paid for
ond the purchaser chops it down
anid ships it off for a shilling show.
We hope that no one will conceive
the idea of purchasing Niagara Falls
for the same purposs . . . * Another
strong protest was raised in 1857 by
James Russell Lowsll, who bacame
editor of the Atlantic Monthly in the
same year, His article en 'Human-
ity to Trees’ proposed to establish o
society for the prevention of cruelty
to frees, since "we are wanton in the
destruction of trees s we are bar
barous in our tregiment of them

However trifling the inciden
may seem fo us now, it aroused o
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areal deal of sentiment in the Eeast,
and coused people to ponder their
duty of protecting nature against the
vandallsm of enterprising business-
men. At the same time it undoubt-
edly stimulaied great interest in the
'wonders of Califonia,

"The great event in Californic
dismoveries, ie. the gpening up of
the Yosemite was publicized with
much less lanfare thoan the Cala-
veras trée murder. The account in
the Daily Alta Califurnia about the
goenile wonders of the valley discov-
ered by the punitive expeditionary
force of 1851 against the Yosemitos'
Indiana created no shr outside the
state. An article published in the
Maripose Gazeite of July 12, 1855, by
James M. Hutchings, whose activi-
ties from then on were to be dedi-

a2

coted to the valley, was of brooder
interest. Heal recognition in the East
came in 1856, when the Country Gen-
teman published an article by the
California  Christian  Advecate which
declared the "Yohemdi-ty' valley to
be 'the mosi siriking notural wonder
on the Pacific' and predicted that it
would ultimately become o place of
great resorl. Hutchings storted his
California Magezine in the same year
and gave Yosemite good publicily in
it. In 1855 and 1856 o Californic pic-
neer artist, Thomas A. Ayres, made
his firat sketches at the valley; some
of these were lthographed and
spread widely over the East With
such nation-wide publicity the fame
of Yosemite was bound o grow
vear by vear,

{Te ke contizued)

S

GIN FLAT

By Lloyd Brubaker, Ranger Naturalist

A great number of Yosemite visl-
tors each yeor pass o small sign
fiust to the east of the Crome Flat
Ronger Station on the Ticga Reood.
The sign saye simply, "Gin Flat”. No
doubt a great mony smiles are gen-
erated while speculating over some
of the possibilities of such an inter-
pgling name. Conflicting slories, or
the lack of storles, led me to investi-
gate some of the early history of
this charming meadow ond iis
tumble down cabins.

Seattered  oll throush the High
Sierra are meadows, lush and green
in the summer, covered with deep
snow in the winter. The cattle and
sheepmen used these meadows os
pasture in the summers, and large

herds or flocks roamed the region
before Yosemite become a park.
These meadows becams known s
flats, since most of the rest of the
surrounding  country  was  largely
wary stesp and hilly,

In the early doys, prior to tha
early 1BB0's, o man by the name of
Hugh Mundy held his summer head-
quarters af Gin Flat, storing provis-
ions there for his sheepmen. In 1882
John Curtin estoblished his cow
camp ot Gin Flat, patenting the land
along about this time. His son, John
Boarry Curtin (lgter g stale senator)
and o friend, Henry Bemeroft, built
the cabin that now stands in ruins
just off the old Blg Oak Flat Road.
They lived in the original cabin that
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Curtin's Gin Flat cohin, in good condition in the early 1930's, i3 now in ruins.

was on the premises that has long
since disappearad.

Apparently there was much activ-
ity around Gin Flat during the sum-
mer months when the Curtin Family
wos there. The Curtin's were well
known ond loved all through the
oouthern Mines and mountains, Tt
has bsen mentioned that Governor
lim Budd often stopped at Gin Flat,
clzo o numbser of hunters used the
flat s = base camp, no doubt par
taking of the Curtin's fine hospitality.
In 1901, just prior to the time that the
railroad come into El Porlal, the
Tamarack Lodge cabin woas  pur-
chased by voung John Curiin ond
moved to Gin Flat emd attached to
the 1882 cabin, These two cabins,
now in ruins, moy be seen today at
Gin Flat. It was just o few vears
later that the Curtins moved from
the areqa, since catile ond shesp
were banned from Yosemite Notion-
al Park.

As to the crigin of the nome Gin
Flat, Rekert A, Curtin, a brother of
John B. Clurtin, stales that when the
first freight teams caome over the old
Big Oak Flot road, presumably head-
ing for Yosemite Valley, o barrel of

gin f2ll from the wagon, unknown t
the driver. A group of cowboys
shespmen, oand road workers found
it and prompfly had a celebrotion
henoring  the coocasion. They be
came gloricusly "ginned up” as ¢
result, the affair bscoming well
snough known to establish the name
for all times.

A photograph, aoguired by the
museum, labeled as Gin Flat, shows
the cabin, evidently prior to the 1901
moving of the Tomoraock Lodge
cabin zince there iz only one cobir
shown, and o large born, This bern
and some other structures, howve
since dizsappeared leaving us with
little evidence on the site itself,

Yosemile has mony such flais
Many, no doubt, have interesting
historiezs  that hoave disappecred
never to be uncovered again. Soms
of them hove a ruined cabin to give
mute testimony of one time activity.
Many of these old sites make fascin
ating study, with only a line or two
available here ond there in widels
soattered manuscripts. A feeling o
personal  kinship moy be gained
with just o little knowledge of this
history of the land, and thus o greal
source of satisfaction.
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