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YOSEMITE'S FIRST TOURISTS

By Emil Ernst, Park Forester
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ot this
manih  of
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L BN e i 0
B the 100th
anni-
v & T 3 -
ary of the
- vizit of
the first
siaght-
geeing or tourist porty to come fo
the Yosemite Valley, This tourist par-
tv composed of James M, Hutchings,
Thomaos A, Avres, Waller Millard,
Alexonder Stenr, omd two  Indion
auide’s, Kos-sum cnd Sopin, arrived
in Yosemite Valley on Friday, July
27, 1855, Apporently the poarty mads
its base camp in the Bridalveil Mea-
dows at the lower send of the now-
fomed Valley., On Menday the 30th
they departed, owed, impressed,
mand exuberant over the scenes they
herd seen and Ayres hod sketched.

Thiz slghisesing or tourist tnip ol
1855 was not o oozual one. It had
been planned for some time by
James M. Huichings. Hutchings was
engoged in on extensive loct-finding
tour of Callfornia extending from the
southern mines in the vicinity of
Mariposa to the mining communi-
tiez of southern Oregon and from
the Farallones off the (Golden Gate
1o the Carson Valley of the thenlltah
Territary., Thiz iour, covering two
vears and four months of 1853, 1854
cmed 1855, was to provide the back:
ground ond maoterial he needed 1o
publish o megazine deveted to ex-
tolling California, Californions, ond
the scenss of wonder and curiosity
o be seen in that new Stote,

james M. Hutchings, on English-
meom of the Midlonds, came o the
UUnited States in 1848, One of his
shipboard compaonions, and possibly
o tamily friend, was Walter Millard,
who also was of the party that visit-
ed the Yosemite Valley in 1855
Huichings came overland to Caolifor-
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fames M, Hutchings

niz from the Misssuri River in 1549,
He traveled with o military escott
party under the command of Brevat
Captain R, Morris of the United
Siotes Mounted Rifles, serving the
group occosionally s o wheel-
wright. This military party had been
assigned as escort to “"General”
John Wilson, whe had been appaint-
ec Meavy Agent al San Fronclaco by
his uncle, President Zochory Toy-
lor. Hutchings lefl the Wilson parbe
af Salt Loke City ond arrived ot
Hongtown (Placerville) in mid-Oete
ber, The Wilson train, ot the insis-
e of the "General" took the
crihern or Goose Lake route to CTalls
formia ond rom inte disaster in the
desp the Bid
River couniry
which "Gean
abandon  his ¥
waorrth B10.000, are described vividly
in I, Goldsborough Brull's Gold 8w,

Movember

1
Wilzon  hewd
libreary repaitod]-y

For some years Hulchings engog-
ed Int the hard vocation of mining for
gold and, like thousands of others.
he hod his "ups and downs By
1853 there were signs thot most of
the readily-acesssible placer gold
it the ravines, gulches, flats, and
river bars had been found and e
covered. Hutchings worked part tin:
as o columnist and substitute edite
on the Placerville Herald. In this
weekly newspaper on July 2, 1853
Hutchings published his well know:
The Mimers Ten Comomand meeafs, Withi
a yeor almost o hundred thousana
copiss, in ong form or another, wer
sold. He copyrighted the letter-she-:
form on December 30, 18533, The su
cess of his Ten Commandments ls 1
him 1o constder literary work os
hetter meema of sorning o livliheo
than mining. He sheortly composs |
geveral other lettersheets cmd e
barked on a magazine publishil
venture, belisving that there was 1

wrgazine then being published
the West Coast that did jusiics
California ond Californians,

He had heard of the Yo Semil
Valley ond its waterfalls more thon
a thousand [=et in height. His mag
zine would not be complate witho
first hemd knowlsdge of this it
kneown but marvelous vallesy. The:
as A, Avyres, the artist, who had al
tried hizs hand ot mining and found
it unrewarding, -was employed
Hutchings to make skeiches for
eral of the conlemplated articles
the planned mogozing. Huichb
emploved dagusrrotypes,  (phe
graphers) in aregs where the bul
cpparatus of the day could he tro
ported.  As the Yosemite frip w4
krnown to ke ardusus the trans

Iaticn ol pholegraphic eqgutpn.
Wiis T oserions and !:r.-:-:r|'y' prabl r
Tr 1 - 5
akolches would provide the ilust oM
tion  material  neaded

with L
troublea and less coal so Avres w 1:
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sted to make the sketches and he
us became o member of the [irst
jurist porly.

On Thursdey, July 3, Huichings,

Fronclsco on that fast sdling
the Martin White, for Sacra-
pento on their way to the Yo Semite
" ctlle? Their land journey took them
nrough  Jockson, Mekelumne Hill,
s Calaveras Grove of Big T]’&Eb
Where just o year previous Huich-
gz hod a doguerrotype taken of
. Big Tree which he used for the
Ingraving illustrating his letter-shest
pntitled The Big Trees,) Columbia,
sonora, La Grange, French Bar, and
n o Mariposa,
‘Here on Monday the 231d, Alex
Brider Stair of Coulterville joined the
party. While Hutchings was having
fensiderable difftculty  thumorously
pld by Hutchings in his book In The
Heart of fhe Sierras) trving 1o locate
® guide fromn among the volunteers
f the Mariposa Battalion that had
discovered the Yosemite Valley a
ort four vears previously, Ayres
made a sketch of the town of Marl
noza. Hutchings was finally com-
relled to take the advice to ssek
his nesded gulde from among the
lew remaining Yesemite Valley In-
dicins living af Hunt's store on the
esnin Hiver near the present Qak-
sl
At Hunt's store, on the Z4th, the
barly cbtained two Indian guides,
[Bos-sum and Scopin, and they pro-
eded on their way., Cn the 26th,
@ party camped on the Seuth Fork
the Merced River somewhere in
vicinity of Wawona, The next
, Friday, July 27, the porty cov-
d 22 miles on the last stretich of
@ journey to the Yossmite Valley.
utchings calls the valley “the
hamile Valley,” Irom the pronun-
ation that his Indian guides gave
him whenever the name was men-

controversy with Dr. L. H. Bunnsll
over the proper pronunciotion ond
unwillingly aceeded to Yo Semite or
Yosemile). Hulchings: also tock the
name that his guides gave to that
outstanding monolith, El Capitan,
which is unguesticnably Spanish for
“"The Caplton.”

Az the party descended to the
Valley from the rim on the south
side they come io Old Inzpiration
Point, Thiz point is on the old Maod-
ows trall from Wowona aad i3 nat
the Inspiration Point known 1o the
many travelers over the old Waowe-
na Rood., Here Avres made his first
sketch, the one best known of his
Yosomite Valley works due 1o the
publicity given to il in later vears
by Hutchings, Ayres' sketching octiv-
iH=s deloyed somewhat the arrival
of the party ol their first night'as
camping place, undoubtedly in Brid-
alvell Meadows,

Aler a hearty breokfast the next
day they started on an exploralion
of the Valley. Likening the shimmery
spray of the first fall they came io
the veil of tha bride, they nomed
thiz foll “Bridglveil” And so it is
known today. In thres davs they ex-
plored the waolley 1o s apparent
head al Mirrer Lake ond to Happy
Isles where they saw Illiloueite Falls.

Avres was well cocupied with his
ske&tching activities. He made the
zketches antitled E/ C.-qu!yn, Yarsemris
Dyiees, Cascades af the Raimbow {Bridal-
veil Fall) The High Falls, Yo-Hawite
Yosemite Falls), and the Ford Eun-
tramee to YoHewmity Valley (Valley
View). These are the titles given by
Avyres io his 1855 sketches. (Note
should ke token of his three wavs
of spelling the name of the Valley)

A year later in the Califorsia Mag-
azine Hutchings said that they enioy-
"five davs of luxurious scenic ban-
queting.” The dates in the 1855 diary
indicate they were in Yosemite Val-

od. (Later he engaged In seme ley for parts ol four days and he
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must hove beesn referring to the five
days thai elopsed between leaving
Weorwonea and the return to Wawonao.

The party lsit the wvalley on the
30k, moking ten miles to their first
camp. Maripesa was reached on
August Ist. Here they remained two
doys and must have related some
of their adventures o at least one
individual, Editer L. A, Holmes, of
the Mariposa Gezetde, Holmes was
ill at the time and concerned over
copy for his weskly newspaper. He
prevailed upon Hutchings to write
an arficle for the poper and this ap-
peared in the issue of August 15,
1855, There |z no known copy of the
Mariposa Gazette of this date bul
fortunately ithe eaditor of fthe Ban
Fromelace Chronicle sow the arlicla
and in the custom of the times re-
printad il almost in its intireily in the
August 18 {ssue of his newspaper.
The edilor's comments oand the orti-
cle iz as follows:

“TI. M. Hutchings writes to the Mar-
iposa Gazefir o description of the
Yo-Semite Valley and its waterialls,
Mr. Hutchings, Mr. Avers and Mr.
Millard, both of Son Francisco; and
Mr. Stgir of Coulterville formed =
party to vist the place named. They
appecr to have started from an In-
dian village on the Fresno, wheore
they procured two Indion guides. Mr.
Hutchings says: From Mr. Hunt's
store, we kept eastolnorth course
up the divide between ths Fresno
cmd  Chowchillah  wallevs: thence
descending towards the South Fork
of the Merced river, and winding
around a very rocky point, we climb-
ed nearly fo the ridges of the middis
or main fork of the Merced, and de
scending towards the Yo -Semite val-
lay, we came upon a high peint,
clear of trees, from whence we hod
our lirst view of the singular and ro-
mantic valley; and, as the scene
opened In [ull view belore us, we

were almost speechless with won-
dering odmirgfion at itz wild and
sublime grandeur, "Wheil"' exclaim-
ed one at length, "hove we come o
the end of all things,” "Can this be
the opening of the Seventh Seal?”
cries cmother. (Hevelations 8:1 or
Apocalypse) "This far, very lar, ex-
ceeds WNiogara,” soys o third.

“We had been out from Maoripos:
about four days, and the fatigue ol
the joutney had mede us weaary and

a litlle peevish, but when our ey
looked upon the almost torrib
grandeur of thiz scene, all, all wes
forgotten. 1 never expectsd fo b
hold so beautiful o sight.” “Thi
scene alone amply repays me far the
treevell ™ T should have lost the mo
moagnificent sight that 1 ever auw
hod | not witnessed this!™ were
clamations of pleasurable surprico
that fell from the lips of gll, gz woe
saf down o drink in the woriel
becuties of this intoxicating cmd o
chantlng =cene.

‘On the nerth side stands one b
perpendicular mountain of granile
shaped like an immense tower. lis
lofty top Is covered with greal pinos,
that by distance become mere
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shrubs. One Indiom gquide called this
the "Caoptain.” It measures from tha
Valley to ifs summit ogbout two
thousand eight hundred feet.

'Just opposite o this, on the scuth
side of the valley, cur oftention was
first gitracted to o magnificent weoter-
tall, about seven bundred feet in heivhe,
| Bridedveil Falll. It looked like o
bread, long feather of silwer, that
hung depending over a precipice; o
light bregzs moved it from side to
side, and as the last rays of the set
ting sun were gilding it with rainbow
hues, the red would wvie with ths
purple, ond the purple with the vel
low, and the yellow with the green,
and the green with the silvery shesen
of its whitened {oam. os it danced
in space,

‘On rushed the water owver its
recky bad, emd a8 it reached the
valley, it threw up o cloud of mist
thert made green and Hourishing the
arass, flowers and shrub that slum-
bered ai the mouniain bose—whils
towering three thousand feet above
the wvalley, stcod the rugged and
pine ecovered cliffs that, in broken
and spiral peaks; girdle in the
whole.

‘Passing further up the valley, ona
15 struck with the awiul grandeur of
the immetse mountagins on either
side—=some perpendicular, some o
little sloping. One locks like o Haht-
house, another a giant capital of im-
mense dimensions—all are singular
and surmounted by pines.

‘MNow we crossed the river, and
still gdvancing up the valley, turned
a point, and before us wos an in-
describable sight—a  waterfall  fuw
thomsand  fwo bundred  feet in height
[ Yosemite Falla]—the highest in the
world, It rushes over the cliffs, and
with ane bold leap falls one thous-
and two hundred fest, then o second
ol five hundred fest more, then o
third of over five hundred feet mors
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—the third leaps making two thou-
zand two hundrad faet,

‘Stomding upon the opposite side
of the valley, and locking at the tall
pines below, the great height of
these falls can ot o glance be com-
prehended,

‘Aboul ten milss from the lower
end of the valley, there is another
fall of not less than fifteen hundred feet
[Hiloustte Fall]. This with lesssr
falls and o laks, make the head of
the Yo-Semity valley, so that this val-
ley is about ten miles In length, and
from a half to one mile in width; and
although there s good land enough
for several farms, it comnot be con-
sidered upon the whole os o good
farming  valley. Speckled trout,
grouse, and pigecns are guile num-
erous.’

“We understand that Mr. Hutchings
inow of San Prancisco, formerly of
Flacerville), the writer of the above
glowing description, has in prepara-
tion a large lithograph of the two-
thousand-odd-ieet waterlall. The print
is being executed by C. C. Kuchel of
San Francisco, after drawing by Mr,
Avyres, already mentioned as being
one of the expedition to the Yo-Bem-
ity Valley [See cover]. I the des
cription of Mr. Huichings be not ex-
cggerated, the scenery of thal quar-
ter must be of the meost sublime char-
acter. Next parhaps to the maommeoth
trees of Calavaras, these extraordin-
oy waterfalls, and steep mouniains
—'some perpendicular, some o little
sloping,” like the folling tower of
Pisa, it moy be—will serve to im-
mortalize the natural features of Cali-
fornic, and drow from all ports of
the world sdmiring tourists to visit
thern."”

Although there are records of other
parties having visited the Yosemite
Valley in earlier years the Hutchings
party is undoubdedly the first porty
to journey there for the express pur-
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pose of viewing the scenery that hod
become known o the members, par-
izularly Hutchings, He had siarted
something,

Within twe weeks Edilcr Helmes
of the Gazestr, having recovered from
his illness, was himself garing upon
the wonders that Hutchings had so
well described in his necessity-ol-the-
moment grticle.. The same two Ine
dicmg, Kossum ond So-pin, were ob-
teined at Hunt's store on the Fresno
to guide Holmes and hizs porty 1o the
marvelous valley.

Records exist of other parties in the
Yosemite Valley or iis immediats
Ticinity In 1855, Engineer Gaorge K.
Peterson ol the Yo-Semile and Mari-
posa Water Company entered the
Valley in the summaer to survey it for
o reservation site to supply water
o the mines lower down the Merced
River. They buill the {irst known
giructure, o small shock, the broces
of which have leng since  disap-
pegred along with knowledge of its
probable lecation, Engineer Peterson
made some measurements of the
heighis and falls of the volley and
these measurements werg publishad
in San Froneclsco popers. Another
party wos o governmen! conlroct
survey party headed by Alexis Wal-
demar von Schmid:, loter the con-
strucior of the Spring Valley Water
System of the City of San Francisco
and grandiather of Harold wvon
Schmidt, well known historieal artist
ot the present day. Von Schmidt was
surveying the Mount Diablo Base
Line from Ogkdale to the houndary
live between California end the Ter-
ritory of Wah south and east of Mono
Lake. Thiz parly crossed Yossmite
Creek obout [ive miles above Yo
semite Falls, This sketch, probably
the first made of the falls, hos not
bean found.

Hulchings continued on his. fact
Hrnding tour of Californic upen his
ratirn trom the Yosemite Valley.

The most speciacular of Ayres
skeiches, The Yo-Hamite or Great Falls
wgs copyrighted on September 8
1855 with the Library of Congress,
where it iz lisied s "Stonecut En-
graving: Hutchlnags California
Scenes: The Yo Hamite Falls.” Short-
ly therecfter the editor of the San
Fromeisco Chronicly commented on
the receipt af o copy of the published |
lithegraph in the paper's sdition of
October 19 with the following:|
"Hulehings Ponoromic Scenss of |
California, We gre indebted to James
M. Huichings for coples of two of his
Ponoramic Scenes in  Caltfornia.
They are: The Golden Gate ond The|
YouHamite Waterfalls, These picturss
are of large size, the former being
thirty-twe inches in length by some
sixteen inches in breadth (the lthe-
graphad portion alone) and the latter
being nearly the some dimansiona
Bath subjects are skelched from no-
ture by T. A. BAvres, ond draowhi oo
stone by Kuchel and Dresel, litho-
graphers here. We undersiond Mr
Huichings hos heen engaged during
the last year emd o half in raveling
through the Staote, toking numerous:
sketches of whatever most curicus
picturescue, grand or inleresting, his
sketches being the materials for exe
cuiting o grand poainted ponoroma of
Callforniac 1o be exhibited in ths
Eastern states, The Golien Gote and)
the Yo-Hemity Waterfalls cre two of
the meost siriking of Mr. Hulchings
subjects.”

The Hutchings Yosemite Vallew
article in the Moripo=a Gaezedte and
its republishing in San Froncisch
popers, particularly in the San Frons
cisce Chrowicle on Bugust 18 up-
doubledly sparked the inception of
ravel to the Yozemite Valley o
purely sightsesing grounda, Publica-
tion of the Yo-Hemmnile Falls lithograph
early in October added fuel to the
flames of dissussion in the Boy area
How many were influsnced to tindar
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torke the journsy in 1855 will remoin
unknown bulat least one mors parky
wisited the Valley that vear, The San
Francisce Chronicle of October 18
records that “Col. Bedick McKae, Dr.
Seolft, and about g dozen others,
gtaried vesterday on o jaunt to the
famous Yo-Hamity Falls, in Mariposa
County.” Oelober was a little late in
the year fo be aftempting a “jount”
into: the ragged Sierra Mevado in
those days.

The first number of Hutchings' Cali-
fornie. Magazine, for which he hod
been gathering maoteria]l for mors
than two years, was in the homds
of subscribers ond reviewsrs in the
migdle of June 1858, This first number
bears the dateof July 1858, Tt con-
tinued to ke published tor five il
veors unhdar the editorship of Hulch
ings until the June number of [BEL.
Brooks and Lowrence, ol Galden Era
forme, bought it ond combined |l
with The Moustainepr, It ceased o
exlst three vaars loter.

The f[ecture article of the Hrst
P number of the Californii Magazine was

entitledd "THE YO-HAMIITE VAIL-

LEY." Eight poges, six by nine ond
ong-hall Inches in size, and four en-
gravings from the Avres sketches
weare devoted fo a well written and.
Nustrated description of the then e
mote and lttle known mountalin vel-
ley. Cne prominenl revaiwer by-
passed the important lead articls
and commeanted ot length on an
article to the effect that silkweorm cul-
ture would become om  impeortomt
California industry, Today Huetobings'
California Magazine iz considered as
excellent contemporary source mer
terial on the scenes of the Gold Rush.
The Yassmite Mussum is fortunote
in having a complets lle of the &0
numbers edited by Hutchings,

Thus : so inouspiciously 1o Jaly
1855 begon tourist wisitation to the
Yosemite Valley. The leader of this
tourist porty, Jomes Mason Huleh-
ings, fell o victm to his own blamd-
ishments. He hecaomes o permonent
resident of the valley angd ococupied
o pre-eminent position in the spread-
ing of the word of the existence and
the beauties of lhe Inecomparakls
Valley of the Yossmite.

Ehmtes by Tham, &y Tepr AL 16 —Seat deirdihan

GEMERARL VIEW OF THE YO SCMITE VALLEY.

{From Drwwis pemsb wm (i il Sadan Tred ]
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