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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Waszhington

October 29, 1909'
Dear Sir:

Your letter of August eleventh, enclosing a
petition signed by important organizations of
California, requesting the copening of the Yosemite
National Park to the restricted use of automo-
biles, was duly received.

In reply you are informed that, after a per-
sonal investigation on the ground during the past
summer, I am impressed with the belief that to
favorably consider the petition would be to limit
the travel by stage in the Park, the condition of
the roads being such that it would be dangerous
for teams and automobiles to mest.

Considering the inaccessibility of the Park,
it is not believed that the use of automobiles
would result in the accomodation of but a very few
people, but would operate to the annoyance of
stage passengers, as well as probably result in
endangering the lives of such passengers, in con-
seguence of which I am constrained to deny said
petition.

The only solution presenting itself at the
present time is the construction of independent
roads for automobile travel, and in this connec-
tion any suggestions that may be made to the
department will receive careful attention.

Very truly yours,

{Signed) R. A. Ballinger
Secretary

Mr. Bufus P. Jennings
California Promotion Committee
California Building

San Francisco, Calif.

{(EDITOR'S WOTE: 1254 iotal fo YVosomite—auios 287,841 Herse-drawn vehicles, nonet)
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NOTES FROM MY TUOLUMMNE JOURNAL
By William L. Neely. Ranger Naturalist

A Day on Mt, Gibbs

There are moments of glorious ser-
enity which come with this occupa-
on s naturalist and meountaineer.
After o long tough climb in the raw
wind up the stately slopes of Gibbs,
@ stop af noon on an alpine slope
in o tiny meadow above the old
mines, out of the wind and near the
water, o eat lunch, A little streamiet
Tuns winding through the sod, nearly
thidden by  the curving banks of
sedage cand grass. Flowers unknown
o the lowlander grow here, and with
o bockoround of snow and crags the
ecene suggesis a Swiss post card in
coler or a travel poster, The slope
we =it on iz gentle for g distance,
lthen curves abruptly out of sight into
fihe glociercarved canyon below, [
hedlf expected to look down on o
Ewiss village with church spire and
8o heoor the tinkle of goot bells. The
oreal snowy peaks rise around us,
vet the air here is warm and serens.
' We located and followed the old
Friining rood of the 1880's that tollows
this =levated plain on the slopes of
oibhs. It is obliterated in spots, but
for the most part quite clear, well
hanked with stones on steep slopes,

coming gradually up the mountain

Irorn Meno Poss. Perhaps it was o
sledge road in winter. Then we have
the long trail from Mono Pass to the
Ticga Road, but cne falls intc a
rhythm while walking, and if not
trying to reach o goal, or at least to
think gbout i, the terminus comes
soon enough. If one enjovs the pres
ent moment, the trail has no end neor
beginning nor distance, One is tired
only when the mind has traveled
faster apace and reaches the end,
so that the bedy is left rying ever to
catch up.

Scarlet Penstermon

==Anderson



High In the Sierra near the boun-
dary of Yosemile National Park is an

old mine, itd8 machinery guistly
rusting away, and its buildings
weathered 1o a golden brown, This
is the Tioga—dream of a fabulous
fortune which never came true,

Thousands of meforists travel Yoo
semite’s famed Tioga Road, over
Colifornia’'s highest mountain pass,
every vear without knowing the in-
teresting story of high hopes, fever
ish excitement, omd finally heart-
break that went into this mighty ef-
fert, for which the rood wos origi-
nally constructed.

This region of California has long
been known for mineral riches. &
score of years belore Marshall's dis-
covery of gold ot Coloma in 1848

By Fran Hubbard

Weathered siding.
Tioga mine building.

electrilied the western world, Jede
diesh Smith, fomed trapper and ex-
plorer, found geold near Mano Lake,
some 15 miles east of Tioga Pass.
Lieutencnt Tredwell Moore, who led
an infoniry detachment from Fort
Miller in pursuit of Indians in 1852,
dizcovered gold and other minerals
while exploring the Bleody Conyon
and Mono Loke regions. Two years
later Leroy Vining and several com-
panicns went to where Moore had
found golg, establishing themselves
on "Vining's Cresk” the Vining
Canyeon of today, up which winds
the eastern portion of the Tioga
Road.

So much for the prelude, From W.
A, Chaliont's Geld, Gers and Ghosi
Towns wa leorn thet in 1874 o young




acon named Brusky, prospecting
jgar the Sierra cresl, came upon an
ld prospect hole marked by g rust-
gl pick and shovel and g tin loca-
on notice. The names of the orig-
fal locaiors were undecipherablas,
bt "'Sheepherder” and "1880" could
& recad. The lirst prospectors wers
isuned to have perished and. the
pine was thus relocated. At an ele-
fation of 10,000 fest, it is in o region
oted both for its summertime beouty
ind the bittsrness of its winters.
Brusky was unable to finanee the
bperation, and the property passed
nio the honds of a group of men
rom the East, mainly New Bediord
md  Boston, who orgemized The
areat Sierra Consolidated  Silver
ompemy in December 188] to mine
the riches. A survey made at their
equest by an English mining ex-
pert estimated a surface ore valus

above |2 million dollars, and other
experts were equally optimistic, At
this time the town of Bannasttville was
founded and given o post offics
named for Thomaos Bennett, Jr., pres:
ident of the compony. [i scon be-
come headquerters for the Tiogo
Mining District. Preparclions were
made for driving the Great Sierra
Tunnel to cut the Sheepherder ond
adjoining lodes and o maks remov-
al of ore possible through o horlzon-
tal tunnel instead of o costlier verti-
ca] shoft.

In One Hundred Years in Yosemite,
Carl Russell states that the company
apparently suffered from no lack of
tunds: "Great quantities of supplies
and  eguipment were packed inlo
the camp at enormous expenditure
of labar ond money, At lirst the

plase was accessible only via the
Bloody Conyon trail, ond Mexican

The Tiaga was a toll

road, rates high!




pockers contracted 1o keep  their
pock onimals agotive on this spectac-
ular mountoin highway” It s soid
that Bloody Conven received lis
ncme from bleodstains of unforiun-
ate pack animals scraping along the
narrow, steep trenl.

Machinary, including o steam an-
ging, boiler, oir compressor, and
drills were esssniial o drive a shail
into the hard reck of the regicn, ang
the siory of how this was dragged
by shesr manpower up the almost-
vartical foce of the Sierrg, in the
dead of winter, will go down in his-
tory, Let us turn to the Howmer Mining
Index, published in Lundy, starting
point of the trip, for March 4, 1882:
“"The transportation of 16,000 pounds
af meachinery across one of the high-

ozt and most rugged branches of the
Sierre Nevada mounlains in mid
winter, where no roods exist, ove
veist flelds and huge embembkment
of vielding snow and In the foce o
turicus wind-storms loden with deill
ing snow, cnd the mercury, dancin
atiendance on zere, 15 o task coley
lated 1o appall the sturdiest mow
taineer; and vet [ C. Kemp, manags
ot the Greal Sierro Consolidate:
Silver Compoany of Tiogo, is nov
endgggsed In such an undertaking
ond with every prospsct of perfec
success at an early dav—sao com
plete hos been the arrongement of
details . . . The machinery will prob
ably be hoisted straight up to the
summit of Mount Warren ridge . . .
an almost-vertical rize of 2,160 fsel

This was Bennettville (Tioga! on August 8, 18%8, with red Mt. Dona in the backgroune
— el Crovker Tl i




‘ old ming buildings

still stand

bm the summit the descent will be
de o Saddlebags Lake, thence
WL 1o emnd along Lee Vining Creek
e machinery consists of on en
. boiler, air compreszor, Ingerszol
llls. iron pipe, etc., for use in driv-
the Great Sierra tunnel. It is be-
tremsported on six heawy sleds
ably constructed of hardwood
. & pair of bebsleds accompanies
expedition . . . laden with bed-
g, provisions, cooking utensils,
The heaviest load iz 4,200
inds. Ten or twelve men, two
les, 4,500 feet of one-inch Manila
, hecvy double block and
iele, and all the available treess
g the route eare emploved in
king’ the machinery up the
toin . ..

Ehalfomt adds: "As each capstemn
s recrched the apparatus was dis-
ntled and corried forward o the
siage. Inch by mch the troction
was wound in ., . The loaded

n ond ogain, wedging them-
bros so that they had o be pried
b with pole and crowbar, or block
tackle snubbed to trees; or to

steel arduously set into rocks. Every
ounce of propulsive effori was fum.
ished by human musels"” The 10-
mile frip required more thon two
montha, Litlle wos recorded of ths
suffering of the men, but it 13 not sur-
prising thal Mr. Kemp remarked at
the completion of the tosk, “It's no
wonder that men grow oldl*’

Such difficulties promptad the con-
struction in 1863 of the Ticga Road,
then called "The Great Sierro
Wagon Rood,” to facilitate houling
materials and suppliez to the mine.
Extending some 56 miles from
Crocker's Stotion to Tioogo, it wos
bullt in less thon five months, large-
ly by Chiness lobor, at o cosl af
62,000, Work procesded af fever
pitch ot the mine. A sowmill was
erected to furnish mine timbers aned
lumber fer bulldings, The tunne! wes
driven more than 1,700 feet throuagh
teck 5o hord thet from three to five
shifts of miners frequently labored
to drill o single round of blasting
haoles.

As the tunnel neqred the fabulous
cheepherder Lods, the boord of di-
rectors decided that o survey of the



company § linances was lmperative,
before the lode was cul, ascording
to o report made by Bennetl. Though
indications were that the lode may
not have been more than 50 leet
ahead, the private telegraph line of
the company clicked out o messags
to the superintendent on July 3, 1884,
ordering him to close ewarything
down. The orders were ocbeyed
pramplly—tools were left in the tun-
nel and dishes remgined on the
tables in the mess hall. More than
$350.000 hod been expended in the
endn_—*ﬁvu:r with not o penny in re
turn. Intentions lo recpen the mins
ctfter a brief shutdown were never
carrisd out. Several subssquent ef-
forts have been made to conlinus
the tunnel and reach the lode, one
as recently as 1936, but all have
failed.

The Great Sierra Wagon Road
fell into disuse and disrepair follow-
ing the closing of the mine. Although
much of It was within the boundar-
ie= of Yosemite Naotional Park, it
remained tha [Jr-:-r:::}'-'lv of heirs of the
founders of the Great Sietra Consali-

Tioga's machinery

guiarly rusts away

dated  Silver Company. Dyno
Stephen T. Mather, first directo
the Mational Park Service, starie

drive

of the road. Donating about hall
the $15500 purchase price from
cwn pocket, Mather deeded the

to the Federal government in 191

Several leading outomobils ol
financed needed repairs. The 1

ioins the so-called “Lee Vining Cro

Road”
ing over the Sierra Nevada possil
by a route once considered |
transcontinental rajlroad|

Much original glignment has b
improved, Curves have b
straightened and supesrelevet
added. T

road remain in-use, however, inv

the
1=

mouniain scenery in the Wast. O

this,

ira

near Tioga, making o on

Twenty-one miles of the

valer to slow down and

some of the most spectao

i

gether with the rusting

chinery of the ghost town of Bem
remains to remingd the pras
generation of the fortitude and =f
which went into one of the We

wille,
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t mining ventures-for now
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All-Day Children’s Hike Down the Tuoliwnne

Like the Pied Piper | play my fluts
through the camp and lead the chil
dren away with me down the river,
[ entice them on with stories of bears
and squirrels, and show them the
footprints of these creatures, lead
them from mom-trail to bear-rail to
deer trail to glacier trail, dewn, down
the river. | lead them, piping all the
time, "Come, see this pool of woter!
Let u= take a swim! Was that a deer
down there? Come, see what | have
found!" And on we gothey scorcely
knowing they have gone so far,
but clamering for more until at last
they are leading me, and we hop
from rock to rock along the river or
eddy into the guiet forest,

How herd it is o bring them beack
again by ofterncon, for by now they
have become hall mythological

creatures, lost in time. How hard 1o
return them fo their parents and o
their daily lives of growing older,
of being converted into "responsible
members of society,” fo fame the
wildermess in them, a chomge—nao)
metameorphosis but monomorphosis,
until all alike and homogenize:d,
they have forgotten the other world
thev once danced in.

I would lead them across sone
magic river, or inlo some enchanted
grove that they might disappec:,
orly o be =een from time to time,
ceniury o cantury, as creafuras willy
poinfed eors and cloven hooves.

But, I bring themn back and put nvy
flute away and once more becono
the respectable ranger-neturalist. Yol
some have little idea how far or inla
what stronge lands | haove ranged

Riffe Sculpin

= Mreddfan
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LEARNING THE HARD WAY

By L. D. Moore

Last fall, while fishing in the Mer-
od river below Cascades, 1 watched
garter snake catch and eat one of
e least known of our Yosemite fish,
 riffle sculpin.,

The sculpin (Cottns bairdi gulosus)
ads by moving o a bit of fost waler
\ o stream and anchoring itself o
le bottom by wedging ils pectoral
s in the gravel bottom. In this
irmner the fish can remain station-
v and by merely opening its mouth
i let food be carried in by the cur-
nt. A lozy but efficlent mede of
Bod-getting.,

'\ The fish which [ watched was
bout 5 inches long. It was feeding
. the custornary meamner when,
tecking up from behind, along
e a redsided garter snake
bamnophis sivtalis teirataenia) which
ught the sculpin, then made for
jore, emerging almest ot my feet.
temained molionless so as to not
faturk the snoke as [ wanted to

"When first caucht, the fish was tail
gt omd | fully expected to see the
hake teverse i, since snokes us-
v swallow their prey head first,
his porticuler snagke may have
en very hungry as it attempted to
allow the fish just as it had conught
Had the snake been longer than
sout 16 inches or had the fish been
a different species, it might have
an successiul., As things turned
, the snoke was unable lo swal-
w past the large, lan-shaped pec-

toral fins which were at lsast btwe
inches across.

In swallowing onything, o snoke
first disarticulates the jows, making
it possible lo swallow objects larger
than its own head. Next the snake
proceeds to work itz jows cround its
food until it passes down the threai,
At this point the throat muscles come
into play and by o series of contresc-
tions, squeeze the food on down in
o the stomach.

The garter snake | was walching
tried thres times o swallow the
sculpin. Each time it would get lo
the fins but no farther. All this time
the sculpin was flipping about vig-
orously in an aftemnpt to free itseli.
Several times il seemad that the fish
would gst away as the snoke hod
little helding power with its jaws dis-
tended as they ware.

After o struggle of about 15 min-
utes the snake finally realized the
arror of its ways. It turned the sculpin
arcund In its jows ond was able o
swallow if with little or no difficulty.
By swallowing the fish headfirat, the
pectoral fins were folded back
against the body so the snake's jaws
could slip by without difficulty.

It was only ofler the snake hod
succeaded in swallowing the sculpin
that | realized that perhaps 1 should
heawve taken the fish from the snake
for a mussum specimen, as none
that lorge have hesn taken in Yose-
mite. Avercge size for the sculpin is
about 3 to 4 inches.






