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SUMMER THUNDERSTORM AT TEN LAEKES

By Richard Lehman, Ranger-Naturaliat

The sky wos overcost the merning
July- 26 in Yesemite Valley, but by
oy ot White Well the clouds
o not threatening so 1 was off
th backpack for Ten Lakes, The
eat trord] waos soggy from more
n o week of afterncon showers.
marous fallen red fir and lodos-
lit pine oftested to o severe prev-
powinter.

A 2 pamn. as 1 poused al the head-
lors of Yosemile Cresk to enjoy
vista down the draingge beasin
ling the Yosemite Folls, = lLighi
n begom: At the Merced-Tualumne
Icle, the north country burst nto
wo shrouded  with drifting mists
d low clouds, From the easl camea
rimble of digtont thunder oz dork
uds drilled overhead. At Hearl
ko [Ten Lake Noo 2) the rain
tinl i an  intense  continuols
cowor s the roor of thunder in-
el | sought out Hrat the ahelter
i1 il hemleck emd then, as the
witpesne nrned 1o rixed raln emd
| T T A | ey Al !j.'|!]"| |
LV TERERLE I |I--I i dialigs

¥arifi= | il tecdis dwobwrrmen Lot

nitg flash and thunder as the near-
by forest floor becoame coverad with
sheests of dioining water.

At 5 pum. the looding storm sased
to light rain omd, hoping that the
worst wos post, [ sloshed across
gwollen rivulels and up o drenched
trail e Mileoway (Ten Lake No. 8),
the highest of the Ten Lokes. While
trudging along the fooded outlet,
the leaden sky i up brillicntly and
the zilence exploded as o thunderbolt
zlashed «a living hemlock across the
[rke, Alter a lew ominous moments
the roin tamsd o intense shower
emd hail, gecompanied by near si-
multtmecus flash and thunder. For
215 heuars the most severe thunder-
storm that [ have ever experienced
flooded the soturcted forsst floor. |
huddled under o dripping hemlock,
afraid o touch the trunk which could
hove af any moment served as o
living Hghtening rod.

Al sunszet the downpour eagsed 1o
of drizzzle ond ot dusk the skisz 1o
the wesl cleared. By 930 pom, the
shoren appoeneed cverhood, recissaring
poamneken ] bakow theel jb swslidon aeing

foatoabal bre the baleely aryee
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NUTHATCH FLEDGELINGS CLIME OUT

By Woodrow Smith, Ranger-Naturalist

Evolking smiles and loughter from
visitors 1g the remark maode by the
rangernaturalists that the old snog
left standing before them ls a valu-
able apartment house. Too often the
cazual wisitor misses the pleasure
of wilnessing the truth o this stie-
ment. Sapsuckers, woodpeckers, and
nuthaiches are not timid or unch
trusive to the point that it ls difficult
to observe their nesting aclivities;
we don't look carefully encugh as
we poss by, The camper who takes
time to sit awhile with open eves
has an cpportunity to get better ac-
guainted with his wildlife neighbors,

For three seasons o favorite home
for the slender-billed nuthatches in
the Glacier Point campground has
been the top of a "cat’s eye” in a
Jeffrey pine. The nest hele is just
over six leet from ground level. In
the summer of 1935 Bill Hood, whose
color slides are frequently shown
at naturalist programs, spent several
hours photogrophing the ieeding
chores ol the paremt nuthotches,
Again this year during the first two
weeks of July, compers near the slte
were entertained by the bold little
mother and father busily shuttling
insect food picked from the bark
crevices of nearby pines and firs for
their youna,

The “airlift’ schedulse of two-
minute intervals wdos stopped by the
parent birds on July 16. Moting the
cossation ol activily and growing
impalient alter 200 minutes ol wrril
trvca, [ oedowsschond 1hent evesestlicr eyl hiered

Radd-bewanfad
Muthebeh

oulgrown s quarters. I was wron
On July 17, while passing the ni!
hatch aportment, [ noticed the net|
hole "plugged” by the heod of
young nuthatch. His black cap ar
white throat were none too slee
he oppecred to be untidy and ovel
stuffed, filling the nesthole apertu:
=0 fully that he seemed stuck in !
perfect circle doorwoy  thal
mother and father had so deftly «
tered and left for hundreds of fesdis |
missions.

The lledgling and | stared at ea
other for g minute; then | stepped 1
tor g closer lock. Like g pop of a oo
out of o boitle, the little nuthe |
calopulled  oul, swooped rath
clumsily, and landed on the tru)l
of g nearby {ir, Immediately he |
gan the characleristic skittering
the tough bark, zigzogging in |
ascent 1o salety. My attention wi
then diveried o they doorwoey wino
(1 syl yonnig based orppeared; A
b Pwisbond bun neck and peeroed



YOSEMITE NATURE MOTES

launched oul to scromble up in
low-the-leader {ashion, losing troc-
n now and then as pieces of bark
uld break away, A fall of a foot
two down the trunk of the tres
followed by more energetic
orts to gain toeholds, and up the
he wenl to porallsl the first
gling., Seeconds laler o third
ung bird appeared and without
tation repeated the exodus oot
Now, with th-ee young nuthatches
ping and zigragging thelr woy
gtairs, | woe tregied o the sight
a solicitous poarent swooping in o
e charge of the situction. But the
s were no longer in the sasily-
iplined confines of the riesthole;
their dwn, they were already
sing, peering, onmd pecking ot
leresting bits in the crevices of the
k. Nervously flyving from  the
me tree fo where the first fledg-
g was climbing into the top of the
, the parent surveyed the sttuo-
. then suddenly flew to the nast
e, disappecaring briefly. Peeping
t calling notes, the parent reap-
, climbed abave the hole o
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tew inches, and waited. Immediotely
a fourth young bird appecred at the
enfraonce. After some hesitolon he
clumsily begon his sally into the
cuiside world, Faoliering as he lost
his hold on the bark, he fsll to the
base of the tree. In o second he was
desperaiely hitching his way up the
trunk, climbing higher and higher in
an effort to catch up. As all four
youngsters and the porent bird dis-
appeared info the heights abowe, |
thought how tmuch sasier it was for
themn than for some fledglings who
must depend sclely upon their wings
during the first flight, the Hledglings
that fall oot of nests prematurely
ond ore unable 10 guln security from
pradators on the ground by the
simple expedient of clamberlng up
the bark of a tree. No wonder our
riuthetches are =0 confident cmd un-
cfraid, As their "vemk-vank” colls
echo through our forest, | con imo-
gine the young apprentices quickly
learning the art of treedrunk clean-
Ing, Valuable foresters, thssze nut
hatchesl

COYOTES AT CRANE FLAT

By George Heinsohn, Museum Assistant

Omn July 2 after just starting o short
ernoon walk, [ hod the privilege
ohserving two full grown covoles
et period of sbheut two hours: |
come up te Crane Flat on this
r, sunny atternoct to escape the
ressing heat and crowds of Yoo
mite Volley and o odmire the
ld{lorwers, mendows, ond Tieuriomnt
rroon ecmilerous Toresl of This resg
b (3 0000 Jeant oolevwentlonen

At chout 3 pom. approximately 200
yvards Irom the Crone Flot entromee
stertion at the edge of the lorge mea
dow lving between the Big Oak Flat
and Tioge Pass Roods, [ stopped
short upen sseing a groy animel
resembling a shsep dog, with nor
row [ace, long bushy iail, and thin
spindly legs poised motionless out
i Hwr mecidovw, . Upon ledttneg iy
rerr wetndlar el the meaeelowe 1
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spotted o second coyole moving
slowly through the grass searching
for lood, For two hours these two
animals wandered over the Jush,
green grassy recachss of the meadow
in a seemingly oimless iashion
searching for food. Only once did [
zee g coyote cotch an onimal, thas
being of about 3:15, shoerily after
crrived. The covoile had mode a
successiul pounce and coame up with
o small brown animal in ite mouth.
Al the distonce of about 50 yords 1
wos unogble fo dentify the prey.
Only at one other fime, at akout 4:15,
wis o covole sesn fo pounce. Ap-
porently it was waiting for on ol
mal at the entronce of o burrow as
it stood polsed for severdl minutes,
with its hetd cocked of an angle,
All of o sudden it gave o cuick
pounce, coming down with its two
frant feet and mouath, This Hime the
lightning-quick movement sither was
nol fast encugh or it was not limed
just right. as the coyole cams up
empty-mouthed,

The method of hunting was one
of wandering very slowly over the
medadow with frequent stops for pur-
pose of looking, listening, and smell-

seen poized ready o pounce, it
only did so twice og already m
tisned. It is possibls thet ore ar b ch
coyotes meoy hove cought food ol
pther than the one observed
stamee, Gensrally [ could only ko o
one under surveillomes ol g t
from my vantoge point gmong e
trees, and oceasicnolly T would |
sight of both of them when b
went balow a slight rise or behind
willow thicket. The two at ol tin
hunted independently.

The following day | mads o«
cial rip up 1o Crome Flat fo moke o
exarmination of the meadow. Lol |
copher workings wers ssen in o v
meanderings  over the mead
Some of these were fresh, bui I'n
majority were old, many being el
cores remaining from the previ
winter when the gophers burrow |
on the surfacs of the gound ureie
the snow, The creas most fraquen! |
by the coyoles were those in whe 4
thers were om abundonce of goplo +
workings. No mice runworys we o
seen in the orea, but this might b o
been becouse the rapid growth |
the vogetalion in the meadow at tua
Imm al yoar was more than ablo 10

o NSNS Y N i
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The close proximity of the Tioga
Big Oak Flat Roads with fre-
ently passing cors did not disturh
animals, gnd no cne in possing
g seemed fo nolice the covotes.
only times the animals sesmed
are of the carg were when thers
re ocoosiongl blarings of auto-
bile hornz. At such a signal, the
otes stood stll with heod up,
Tin.
e coyote left the meodow at
ut 4:45, going into the forest up a
p slope near a small clump of as-
g at the east end of the meadonw.
second departed at 5:00 in about
same region oand In the some
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direction as the Hrst. Their depar-
turas ware very leisurely, being at g
slow walk, About g minute after the
sezcond lelt aloud series of calls and
velps lasting several =econds were
heard from o low hill above the
meadow. e foinl onswer by a
coyole was heard to the west of
Crane Flat, ond canother onswer
coame from the hom of g car on the
highway. At about 5:05 for about 15
or 20 seconds the forest to the sast
resounded with a series of howls
and yvelps coming from 3 or 4 places
tarther gway, Thus ended a reward-
ing afterncon of watching these ben-
eficial redent controllers.

PERSONNEL CHANGES

ou agler readsrs who have
n watching the mosthead of
emite Nature Notes hove noted
erol changes in recent months in
stoff of the Yosemite Noturalist
sior.

nald McHenry has retired after
v years with the Mational Park
ice. He and Mrs. McHenry ars
king their home at 19191-A Beck-
th Rood, Los Gatos, Callfornia,

Assoclate Park Naturalist Doug-
lass Hubbard adwvancsd o the po-
sition of Park Ngturclist ond Glenn
Galllson from Pork Bioloogist 1o As-
sociate Park Naturalist, With the ds-
parture of Wayne Bryemt for the
Black Hills of South Dakota, Bill Bul-
lard became Assistant Park Nahuzal-
ist. Last, but not Isast, Reobert W.
Corpenter hogs  come  from  Ever
glades Maticrnal Pork in Florida 1o
the positlon of Junior Park Naturalist,
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A SWEET-TOOTHED CHIPMUNEK

By lack Fry, Ranger-Naturalist

While on contact duty af Hmo
Izles bast summer. o white oby
moving up the trunk of a neor: o
Douglaz fir caught my eve, Cloo
examination revealed the ohject
be o stick bom an ice cream |
being camied by o chipmunk. st |
guietly ond watched i, and the o
mal returned o the base of the o
It held the stick in its fore paws o |
passed it boack ond forth past
rnouth much the some way in whi !
one ects corn on the cob.

The motons were quite rapid o |
| was too far away io see just whov
the anlmal was doing. However,
appearad lo be licking the shck.

After g few minutes o second chij
munk oppsared on the scene o i
procesded to chase the finder !
the stick about 10 feet. It then
turned, found the stick which wi
dropped in the hasty retreat of
first aonimal, and began licking @
the same maonner az did the fir:
This activilty contnued for severo)
minutes until the animal wos irighl
ened off by some apprecching hil
ers,

I picked up the stick and cbssrve:
that there were no tooth marks to b
seen, thus confirming my suspicic
that the onimals were licking roth
thon chewing the chocolate whic
remained on the stick when it wi
discarded.

If the sticks from ice cream bem
must ba thrown on the ground, th
chipmunks would prebably be ver
appreciative if the sticks were no
licked quite so clean.
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THE OMNIVOROUS CROW

By Ronald E. Bainbridge, Ranger-Naturalist

The hike up the trail toward Mano
g had besn exceedingly plegsant.
g doy was bright and cloudless
tle a zlight bresze cocled us s
rested among the pines - fust
ching o breather befors we con-
ued up to the pass ot on eleva-
n of 10600 feet. The sun was
erhead ond thol empty feeling
lociled that lunch time should nod
far off. We had left the forest of
lodgepole pine behind ond had
intc the realm of the

stond ot the higher elevations.
ere these slow-growing tress were
raight and igll: ot higher eleva
ons we would lind them hugglng
e ground az o matted shrub.

Far down the slope [ heard the
arsh, raucous bdra-a, &ra-a thol told

me that the Clark’'s crow, or nuk
cracker, king of this whitebark for-
est, was near. His presence indico-
ed that timberline was not far off
Clozer at hand I noticed one which
haad alighted on o pine growing ina
beautitul . lille mountgin meadow
berdering Parker Poss Creelk. With
the aid of my binoculars | was able
to clecarly s=e this regal kird - light
aray, almost o foot long, black of
wing cnd lail Blended with patches
of white, 1 well undersicod his pre-
ference for the whilehark pine be-
couse he i primarily a seed eater,
The nuts of the pine comes are his
staple. Moreover, | hod heard thot
when pine nuts are not to be found,
he hunts ants, beetles, grasshoppers
and other insects. Some coll him a
ECOTVEngET.



Howevar, | was distractad by other
movement - movement in the {all
meadow grass just under the free.
It seemed thal another Clark’s crow
was doing a peculiar iig, for he was
jumping end fuMtering up and
down. Soon his companion in the
tree descended, joining him in this
queer dance. My curiosity was fully
aroused. | hoad to get closer for o
better look. My approach frighlened
the birds and they quickly flew off.

An exgmingtion of the grassy
dance flocr showed the reason for
their strange actions. A yong pickst
pin or Belding ground squirrel, no
more thon five inches long, lay in-

e

jured, cul in several places by
pick-axe-like beaks of the crow:

We had interferred with the |
ing habitz of the omnivorous o
Mot only is he a vegetarian ani

sect eater, but apparently he is ¢

willing to work for fresh meat!

placed the wounded and b
frightened ground squirrel in a 1!
clump of willow. Did the pickel

die of his wounds, or did the Clu

nutcrackers return and finish
job? I have since wondered.
did hs survive, much wiser for

experience? Only the little gron

squirrel or the hungry Clark's cn:
can tell the end of this tale,

]

Mammeth P

ak [ram

Do Meadews
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