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THE YOSEMITE VALLEY SCHOOL

By Laurence V. Degnon

FART T

' For rt decode or two ofter s first
weltleent by white men, the wil-
'“hﬂhﬁﬁ that was Yosemite must
w been "Poradise enow’ to the
of school oge who was forfun-
te live there — where o special
| of three R's, "huntin’', {ishin,' ond
mmin' ", hod mno competilors.
into this Eden too, the serpent
I, lo beguile the grown-ups with
orsive ideas.
ecordinaly, in the spring of 1875,
heads of the Yosemile families,
pluding George F. Leidig, Alex-
¢ G, Bloek, Jomes M. Hutchings,
lam |, Howard, and others, peti-
the Moaoriposa County Board
rvizors to establish a Yosem-
Valley =school district. The peti-
i drown up by Howard, was
tocd by the Boord, at their meet-
ol Moy 3, 1875 The action of
Bupervisors is recorded on page
Book © of their minutes, n the
Wit language:

e matter . of  Petltion ot T M.
ngw, 5. G, Black, & F, Leidig and
lor the eslablistment of a Scheel Dis-
 be known as the Yo Semite Valley
boundod and described os follows 1o
Embracing ail that porion of the

Counly North ond Easterly el tha South Faork
of the Mercad River including the Big Treo
Staten, and Immediole neighborhood

Commencing af the Blg Tree Staton alore-
Eaid running thence along the new rood
ol Waskburn, Chopman & Co. 1% the Herm)-
iage, including the vicinity of anid rood upsn
lhe. Scutherty and Wasterly side thereof

Commencing oagain ot and  including the
immeadiate viclnliy of said Hermitage —thence
Westeriy along the boundary line of the Yo
Semits Valley — lhence dawn the Maoin bar-
ced River 1o and including Hennessays place
—thenece in g Naorth Eqsterly direction to the
Nertherly  boundory line of the Yo Semite
Granl and  including the Geotry  Siotion —
thensa Easterly 1o the most eastern bound-
ary ol Mariposa County — Ordered {hat said
Petition be qmanted and lhat sceid  Disiricy
ag above described be declored g Sechoal
District.

Another Mariposa County school
district with a similor nome, the Yo-
semite School Districh, net for from
Coulterville, and about 40 miles
fram the Yosemite Valley, had ex-
isted since 1870; ond for some vears
the list of schoaol districts in the
County included two Yosemites: the

Yosemile School District, ond the
Yosemite WValley 8chool District,
The obvicus confusion resulling

from the similarity of names was
commented on at different times by
the Mariposa Gezette, but it was not
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until 1884 that the Yosemite District
was renamed the Gresley Districh

After the enactment of the ordi-
nemee crecting the Yesemite Valley
School Distriet, there seems to hoave
been litle delay in opening for busi-
ness, and the school plomt progress:
ed rapidly om a log under a tree, to
o  teni, o o sure encugh school-
heuse, built specifically for the pur-
pose. The lollowing azcount of the
schoaol’s beginnings i= guoted {wilh
some changes! from the Siockton
Daily  Independent  for Wednesday,
Bugust 2, 1B76:

YOSEMITE VALLEY SCHOOL -We are
nished with the Bllowing locts in relotion 1o
the ssiablishmen! of the lirst school in the
Yosemile walley, o year ago: The Ploneer
public echosl In Yosamite valley was orgoni-
jzed by I A, Chesinubwood, (now principal
af ths public school ot Lindenl, July 6, 1873,
The school was formally opened and: laugii
for o week under g large ocak tree, aboul
ane mils disionl from the Yosomlte Falls,
The childran were sagled on o prosirale log
and =on boxes. A dry goods box wos used
by the lsacher for a blackboard, on which
he printed small words, there b=ing na
books in o clase of zeven beginners. During
the first week Mr. Anderson, & Scotchmaon
by birth, was engoged In building  the
achoolhouee, o cloth  structure  [2x16 f=et,
The Llp]'ith, posls: wera hewn |'.1'_|r Me. Ander-
sont from o follen cedar. This is alsa the
gentleman whe suhsequenily was the firs
person o oscend Sculh Dome, 4990 [san
above ithe wvalley, and, there planted the
starry flag of hie adapted coumtry: The
School Trustees were W, | Howard, [0 M
Hutchings ond Gecrae F. Leldig, The lollow
ing are the names of the puptls who oltended
the schaal

Ida Howard

Delia Howard
Carrle Heward
Willlom Haward
Albert Howord
Rayal Howaord
Gerrude Howchings®
Flora Huichings®
Esthar Harris

Annis Horris

Sammy Harrls
Charles Laidig*®
Tennie Kaiil
Charles Eelth
Victorla Tisaornia
Elle Tiscormic
Jehnny Boitanc®
Mellis Garden
*Barn in the valley

The preceding tomscript  differs
from the origingl newspoper artlcls
in that | have corrected the spelling
of scme of the names of the pupils,
and omitted cm erronecus statementd

that George Lsidig was the first

white child born in the Yossmil
Valley. George Frederick Leidig, I
the oldest son of George F. Leidic,
wos born in Coulierville, Californio
onn. Moy 11, 1885, Florence Hutch
ings, bom August 23, 1864, was the
first white child born in tha walley

Florence Huichings

Hear sister Gertrude (known as
"Cosie'”), born October 5, 1BET, wa:
the next, aond Charles Tuttle Leidig
born March 8, 1869, alsc listed
amorg the pupils, wos the lirs
white boy bom in the Yosemite Val
ley. In later yeors Cosie Hutchings
wos one of my teachers in the Yo
semite Valley school.

The =xact site of the first “frest
cir” school probably connot be de
termined now. The lestimony ol
Crosle Hutchings that it was ned
the oot of Indian Canyon ls corrob
oroted by Charley Leidia, who says
thet it was clese 1o Indion Creek
both ogree within the expected lim
its of gpproximation, with the news
papsr's stotement that the schoo
was about o mile from the Yosemile
Fellz. The need of a woler supply
would moke the bank of a cresk o
desirable site, dand with no othes
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Biurce necrby, that consideration
pems o support Chaorles Leidig's
Mlalement,

' The records of the early history
the Yosemite Valley school are
netmplete, and  the situation is
;_le!ed by mutiually cormbcm—

g and Mrs: Esther Harriz Nathan,
the flles of the Yosemile Mussum
and further confirmed by Jack Lei-
o's older brother Charley), to the
lect that the first schoolhouse
bullding in the valley was the “Lick
Mouse”, o bullding that had been o
garding house for Washbum &
recdy’s  stables, lecated ke
| n Black's hotel ond Leidig's
slel, about o mile down the valley
o the schoclhouse that 1 first at-
Mendod, which, rightly or wrongly, I
wlways knew as the Hrst schosol
Wuse in the vealley, Newman [ones
Wi scid lo have been the leacher
the school described by Mrs. Na-
than oand Mr. Leidig. The “Lick
oupe”  that they mention should
nol be confused with the “Lick
MHouse' of my day, likewise a board-
g house of Washburn's on the
| brmk of the Merced River helow
k's Bridae, coross from the site
I the present Company stables.
' The cccounts given us by Mrs,
athon and the Leidigs seem incon-
onl with the story told by the
Eten Independent, bul the use of
original Lick House as o tempo-
¥y schoolhouse during, or even
ore, \he {ormal organizing of the
o0l, moy not neceszarily contra-
1 the apporently straightiorweord
wapoper report. Perhaps some ad-
Wenc] contemporary evidence
Wiy in time be produced that will
poncile these veraions.
There wos in foct a Newman
fn, who chbiained o teacher's cer-
leale in Mariposa County on Sep-
mber &, 1873, when he wos 20
old, ond who later was dis-

trict attorney of the county. The ree-
ords of Merced County show that he
tcught the Plainshurg school in that
county from October 1875 o March
1876, and it might haove besen peos
sible for him to fsoch in Yosemite
for o short while, On the ather hand,
it 18 puzzling to find his name omitk
ted from on cccount purporting to
tell of the beginnings of the school.

The newspaper quoted soys that
lohn A. Chestnutwood crgomized the
plonser Yosemile schoo! on July 6,
1875, ond thare oppearz o be no
doubt that he tgught school immed-
ictely (hereafter. He olso tought in
Marced County from  September
1874 to June 1873, ond oocording to
the Stoeckton Iedependent, was prin-
cipal of the school at Linden, Son
Joagquin County, in August 1876: His
tour of duty In Yosemile would
therafore appear to have occupled
part of the latter half of 1875, sond-
wiched In between his ossignments
in Mereed and San Jooguin Coun-
tigs.

The “Amnual Report of the Con-
dition of Common Schools of the
County of Mariposa' for the vear
cammencing July 1, 1874 and end-
ing June 30, 1875, filed in the Stole
Department of Education in Sacra-
mento, mentlons the Yosemite Val-
ley school district with g census of
22 children between 5 and 17 vears
of cge, and names W. |, Howard as
District Clerk. Mo other informeotion
for the Yosemiie Valley school is
given for this vear, In addition io
the Yosemite Valley disirict, - three
other achool disiricts were created
by the Board of Supsrvisors at the
same liime, and on cne page of the
report the four new districts, Yosem-
ite Valley, White Rock, Chopman,
and Live Oak, are grouped togsther
in a sort of fooinote, with the nota-
tion, "No report™.

The regular report for the Yosem-
ite Valley school begins with ths




next school wvear, July I, 1875 fo
June 30, 1876: the census siahstics
show 17 bovs and 13 girls of school
age. The zex (male) of the teacher
iz given, but his nome does not ap-
pear. The teacher's salary, includ-
ing board, iz reported as £80 per
month, ond the schocl woas in ses-
slon four months, at o tota outlay
of 8310 for tecchers' salaries. The
sessions, as in my Hme, appear io
have bsen limited o the summer
cnd parts of spring and autumn, an
average term of about six months
in all, and there iz some difficulty
in maiching a school term that was
confined to a single calendar vear,
with a report that covers parts of two
calendar yeors.

From 1887 on, the schocl registers
are available in the Yosemite Vai-
ley, in the Yossmite Museum, and

Year Length of term

1875

1876 4 mo. 187578
1877 6 mo. 7677
1878 6.5 mo. 77-78

in personal matters ot least, the rec
ord of that peried is fairly completc
I am indebized o Mrs. Thelma Mo
Gregor, of Yosemife, for her grea!
help in transcribing  information
from thess registers. Her copiou
cnd accurate notes represent om in
mense gmount of lobor in summo
rizing ond pulling together in con
venient form the daia from thes
ErImMary sources.

From ovallable indormation th
following table has been con
structed, showing the names of the
fecchers and the lengths of the
school terms, from the time of the
official orgonization of the districl
io the beginning of il "modem'’
era, when the tull school term wo
adopted. From 1886 on, the list i:
correct; the preceding decade may
be subject to correction in spots.

Name of teacher

John A Chestnutwood
Miss [da Heweard
Miss May Anderson
Mizs Ida Howeard

(resigned about end of April 1878)

1879 6 mo. ‘78-79
1880 5 mo. 7980
1881 Net reported
18682 & mo. '281-B2
1BE83 B mo. '42-83
1884 5.5 mo. '83.84
1885 & mo. '84-85
1885 6 m. '85-B6
1887 May 2 - Cct 21
1888 Apr. 16-Sep. 7
1889 Apr. 1 -Cct, 1B
1890 Moy 5--Oct. 17
1891 Aprl. 20-0Oct. 16
1892 May 2-Cct, 14
1893 May 1 - Oct. 13
1894 Apr. 30-Oct. 12
1835 Apr. 28-Oct 11
1896 Apr. 27 - Act. 14

I. C. Tichweorth

(vice Miss Howeard)

I. €. Tichworth

A. M. Choadwick

Mizs Alice Willatis

Mise Mary E. Adair

Miss Mary E. Adair
Miss Anna Robinson
Miss Elisse Roymond,
Mize Maomie Kerring
Miss Mamie Kerrins
Miss Mamie Kerrins
Miss Frances M. Hall
Miss Fronces M. Hall
Miss Annie Kerrins

Mizs Annie Kerrins

Mra. Winslow E. Gallison
Wra, Winslow E. Gallison
Misg Nettie L. Crefighem
Mizz Moy E. White
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1897 Apr, 19-Nov. §

Miss May E, White

{left early becausze of illness of sister)

18298 May 2-Oct. 21
1899 Apr. 17-0Oct 20
1900 Apr. 16 - Nov, 18
1901 Apr. 15-Nov, 15
1902 Apr, 17-COct. 24
1903 Apr. 3-0Oct. 30
1904 Apr. 18-Cct, 28
1905 Apr. 10-O0ct 31
1806 Apr. 30-Oct. 26
1907 Apr. 22-Dec. B
1908 Apr.27-Dec, 18
1908 May 10-Dec. 21
1910 Mery 2 -Dec. 20
1911 May 1-Dec, 22
1912 Apr. 15-Dec. 20
1913 May 5-Dee. 19
1914 Apr. 21 - June 27
July 1-Dec. 11
1915 Apr. 5-Nov. 12
1916 Moy 1-June 30
"16-17 7-5-16 to B-6-17
"17-18 9-4-17 to 5-1-18

) preceding list indicates that
tem of half a yeor of school
olf o vear of vocation, which
rule in my fims, continued
ut 40 vears cnd ended in
from then on we have a full
term, just like “city folks".
ly children, however, who
| enjoy the six-months vacation
'the dll-vear residents of the
. When [ attended the schoal
were the Degnan children
ce in o while, the Cavag-
. The seasonal families, like
nneys cond the Barnards,
away for the winter and their
ren then attended other
B; in effect, they ware deprived
ir summer vacation.

paper ltems, on which for
Pt part, we have to depend
early hisiory of the achool,

Miss Gertrude Hutchings
fvize Miss White)
Miss Julio McClenathan
Miss Aliee Bruce
Miss Alice Bruce
Mias Alice Bruce
Miss Nettie L. Craighan
Miss Nattie L. Croighan
Miss Nettie L. Craighom
Miss Kitty Dexler
Miss Kitty Dexter
Miss Kiity Dexter
Miss Kitty Dexter
Mizz Kitty Dexter
Miss Kitty Dexter
Miss Oro Boring
Miss Ora Boring
Miss Ora Boring
Miss Cra Borlng
Mary E, Schutze
Mary E. Schutze
Mary E. Schutze
Clare M. Hodges
Clare M. Hodges

indicate that the creation of the
Yosemite Valley school district was
ouickly fclowed by the construc
Hon of @ permanent school buildine.
The Mariposa Gezette for June 5,
1875 announced that the inustees
had arronged for o teacher, ond
thett school would start in o short
time. The schocl houss site, accord-
ing to the Gazeffe, hod been se
lected, and the hbuilding would bhe
erected oz =oon as lumber could
be procured. Theat the trustess held
close to their construction schedule
may be inferred from o letter from
the valley, daied July 7. 1875, and
printed in the Gazette for the lollew-
ing July 17, This letter soys that the
school was then going full blast,
with 14 pupils; Mr. . A. Chestonat-
wood was the teacher, assisted by
hiz wite, As for the schoolhouse, the
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B e
S |

Yoeemite Vailey Schoo E7?, Mlag Moy Andarson, Teachet

stier sova!  "Our school will be The stotement in this letter th
completed today. We have a beau-  the schoolhouse was built ']
tiful locotion in a nice cak grove in
front of Coulter & Murphy's hotel

one guarter of o mile distant
i

yeor', that is to say, in 877,

contradicted by the more nearly
que

Anather letter from a wvisitor
Yosemite, doted August 30, 1878 Mariposa Gazedte, previously
and printed in the Santa Barbeora  ferred to, and no doubt can be d
Press of September 4, 1878, has this  missed as g pordonable error, B
o say obout i

i

o the spot evidence lurnished by 1l

ool gven the Guezefte, n o later numk
{fjune 17, 1876) makes the evident
incorrect stciement: A new acho
house has lately been buill near

Mirror Lake in the valley, and M
s Lihustioan Ida Howard s the teacher.’’ It see
it | sur- Pretty certain thal no schoolhou
= ever exisled in that location, and |
) --m.l.-l'ij.l'ui'[. J:II error moay hove arisen from 1
I 1 housse wos boiht loet yeor. The wriier's E:D'I',h:.Sf.‘.'-(.] the schoolhou
fira CNaD] ST -|"|l"II in the \'1:I||-.-'|-' ws Wir.l'L TdCl HD‘.“.’UTd.S TF.'deF.‘TIfTE‘

held v g tent, within a lovely grove on the

barks of the Merced. MEWDF ]..-CI!'J'CE‘

shdow

cod

form
The
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The reference lo Couller & Mur-
w's Hotal, in the Gazerte for Julv 17,
9, and lhe slalement in the Sania
bara Press that the schoolhouse
Was "in the shadow of Glacier
Point”, tie in delinitely to the achool-
'_h:mm: in which [ =peni my fi=st
whool years. Coulter & Murphy's
Wotel wos none other than the one
Wom which [ H. Huichings was
leted by Sheriff John F, Clarks on
i;;uv 11, 1875, which Coulier & Mur-
v operatad in 1875 and 1876. On
PRmucry 1, 1877 il was legsed o
| lohn k. Bamard, whe in turn, was
) {bly evicted by Sherifi R, A
Prouty on May 11, 1893 (by coinci-
Wence the some month and day as
£ Wichings' eviction). Bamaord's suc
Wmeecr in inlerest, A, B, Glasscock,
amed the hotel "The Sentinel”, a
Wame by which it was well known
W recent times until the buildings
Ware torn down aboul 1940,

The hotel comprised o g-oup ol

butldings on the scuth side of the
Merced River, nmediectely west of
the Sentinel PBridgse. The school-
house wos on the same side of the
river, about 250 vards above the
bridge, and 40 or 50 yards south
o the present (1255 highway. Tt

wiis, a5 the Santo Barbora fress
stales, omd the occomponying
photoaraph shows, closs 1o the

soulh wall of the valley, surrounded
by trees and boulders. The astatemeni
n the Gezefte of Tuly 17, 1875, thal
the schoolhouse was o quarter of @
mile from Coulter & Murphy's hotel,
iz prebably within the limits of pre-
cigion lo be expecied from such off-
hand estimales. The boulders
shown in the photograoph still mark
the site, which is very easy to find.

Az all bul about one term of my
Yosemite achool davs were spent
at this locotion, the incidents ond

details ol school lile that | describe
will in general be centered here,
[Te Be Contlnued)

Yasemilz [n Early Days, Bentinel Hotsl an Leh

Frowe a pasdineg -ty Thevweas H
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BOOK REVIEW

CUTDOOR HAZARDS — REAL AND FANCIED

Mary V. Hood

Ntustrations by Don Perceval. Macmillan Co. 1955 Pp. 242, $3.95

Lo vou approcch  the outdoors
with misgivings? Do vou worry
about bels, homed lizords, water
snokes, “and things that go bump
in the night?”" You need nol. Do
you recognize o doanger in deer,
ronge cattle, rabbits and ticks? You
should. Can you cope with the gift
of an unhibited skunk, recognize
the symptoms of rables In a dog,
and dislinguish the pattern of o
harmless snoke bite trom that of a
venocmaous shake? And do  you
know the correct procedurs for cro-
taline mmd elapine snoke bites? U
vou fear dangsr where 1l 18 not ond
do not recognize danger where it
exisls, then OQUTDOOR HAZARDS
REAL AND FANCIED offers zome
highly informative ond reassuring
reading.

Mrs., Mary V. Hood has camped
and sxplored by sea and forest
cmd mountain throughout the Wast,
While mesisting the park noturalists
in Yesemite Nealional Park she be
come inferested in  ouldoor hee-
ards, investigoted them exhostive-
iy with the help of leading authori-
fies, ond then wrote the lirst truly

“satety tirst'” book for the outldoors
Even weteran noturalists will reerd
it gratefully 1o check their own gval
uations of fact and [olklors.

Covering the entire couniry, dan
gercus animals ond plants are de
scribed, their mange noled, the ho
ard  evaluoted, coullons adviseo
and first aid prescribed. The se
tiosn on polsonous snokes iz pan
ticularly complete. As o wetero
camper, the guthor helps the read:
anticlpate  other dongsrs of tro
and camp, Sage advics 18 given ¢
water, wooderaft, ond  health o
coautons, The cvoidance of lightny
strikes 15 especially slonificomt |
those going into high country.

QUTDOOR HAZARDS should |
read befors cmy extended campi
trip, and certainly before explor
new lerrain, 1 enfoved it as mu
for itz natural history s for !
safety first content. [ is a most con
petent and o thoroughly enjoyval
bool,

[. B. Barnss

(From the Atantic Noturatist
Nowvember-December 1955)
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