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Children ot the Yosemite Walley school {with seme odult gate-croshersi on a rida ardn
the valley. Summer of 188% or 1B8%0, Front seat, lett to right: Kate Crippen (drivin
Mrs, White 20 Miss F. M. Hall, teacher; Stelle Fleming. At rear, left to right: Oni

Kenmey [looking over Mizse Hall's shoolder!; Mrs. Barnard; Chorley Kenney (looking oo
Mrs. Barnard’s: shoulder); Blonche Kenrey {close to ond in front of Mrs. Barmard) G
Barnard (stonding); Lourence Degran louthor of this article, with white collar, seated n
wheeal), Walter Kenney (white cloth kat); Tissie Bornord {(seoted, near whesl),

Cover illesimation from "Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada'
by permission ol Houghilon Milthn Company:

CORRECTION: Soms inferesting things sneak by the most careful of prosd readers, Ling one
the rlghl column ol page || ol our Jonuory issue should read, "some 180 areas, al which
are malonal ks Total acreage ol Federal land in these arecs, 23,BBE427.03. DHH
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THE YOSEMITE VALLEY SCHOOL

By Laurence V. Degnan

Pexrt [1

:1' o this school my mother drogged
on Tuesdoy, April 2, 1889, and
the nex| eigh! years I trudged
ond forth betwesn home and
sorme schoolhouss., The session
atarted the day hefore, ond
thy | was o day late, | do not e
The teacher was Miss
- M, Hall, from Hinsdale,
altcrougus County, New York —
§ oxcellent teacher, very prim ond
lse, but a litle mits severs, She
followed in succession ot this
ie location by Annle Kerrins,
. Winslow Gallison, Nettle Craig-
an, cnd May White. During Miss
Nhile's tenure we moved to better
Rt lers,

ir puplls, all from the Kenney fom-
¢, were enrolled: Oniska, Blanche,
gilter, cmd Charlie. The next day
L brought the number up to five,
el on April 3, Iohn K. Barnard's
Wi children, Tissie and Guy, who
bl arrived from Merced, enrolled
W the summer. These seven con-
led the lolal student body for
 lrst month,

mmes MeCouley's twin sons, John
il Fred, were present for two days,
o not seem o have attended the
ite school turther during this

term. In later years, howsver, they
alerded regularly, ond under dil-
ficultles; They lived on Glacier
Foint, and svery doay, mounted on
donkeys, they made thal long trip
from their home lo school and back
again. They lelt home at 7 o'clock
in the morming, ond reached the
schoolhouse obout 8:30. The return
trip tock tweo and one-half hours, sc
the teccher let them out at 3:30 in
the gfternoon, on orrangement that
got them home ot B o'clock, if there
were no delays. Now and then, on
the return trip, they would lood one
of the denkeys with supplies for
their hotel, weould toke turns riding
the other one. On such occosions
they would not reach home until
cabout 7 in the evening, But thess
difficulties were taken in stride, and
the McCaulevs, who were used to
roughing it, did not consider them
hardships.

Besides their educotionol octivi-
fies, these same burrcs had the im-
portant job of corrying wood from
the nearby forest to the location of
the fire-fall, In those days the fire-fall
was not o nightly affair, but was
generally by special  appointment
with Jomes MeCouley, the sponsor
poying o small charge of twe dol-
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loms: The job of packing the wood
and setting it up for the lire belongsd
to the twins, ond the twodcollar fes
went info their litle bank account.
After long ond foaithful service on
the "school tun” and the “lire-fall
runt’’, cne of the poor donkeys wos
killed by the accidental discharge
of o rifle, which McCaulev's aldest
son Jules had used shortly befors
to kill o beef at Glacier Point

Loter in the 1889 term, Edith
Jacobs, from Merced, arrived of Bar-
nard's for the summer, ond enrolled
in the schocl. Then, toward the end
of summer, Jack Leidig and his sis
lers Belle, June, and Alice, returned
tor the school alter a temporary ab-
sence In Los Angeles, and our en-
rollment climbed to about o dozen.

During the time thal [ was ot the
school the number of children In al-
tendomos ranged Irom 5 or 6 o 16
ar 18; afler a lew years mest of the
pupils were supplied by the Kenney
fomily cnd the Degnom family, just
a5 in earlier times the Leidigs cmd
the Harrises and the Howards con-
stituted the bulk of the student body.

The schoolhouse was a rough un-
painted oneroom frame shack, 24
[eet lona by 16 {eet wide. The walls
were a aingle thickness of vertical
boords ond battens, which directly
supported the wall plate and shoke
roof, there belng no studding. Thers
was no ceiling or interior lining, not
even the white cloth celling, so com-
mon in eiher buildings in those deays,
tacked to the lower chords of root
trugses or io other horizontol ceiling
members, ond generally =sagging
under an aooumuloted load of dusl
As a =mall voungster, nofing the
oheence of studs or columns, [ used
to goze at lhe open ratters and wall
plates and shakes, ond wonder how
in the world the rocf remained aloft,
supporied only by those fimsy

boards and ballens: Bul the structiie

withstood all the winds and st
ot almeost a quarter ol a century
til it was abandoned tor school |
poses,

In the shaded, cold nock in wih
the schoolhnusze stood, the coon
lated snow on the roof ai Hmes |
came deep enough to threaten
building, and had to ke shovel
off. When 1 become o little ol
this snow shoveling job was
ming, ond I o few of the heav
winters [ must have shovelsd
"sixteen tons” more than cnce.

As might be inferred from the ty
of construction, the walls of |

schoolhouse conteinsd meamy koo

holes emd erocks; through  the
openings fdendly green lizards ns

o crawl and visil the school, el

ing to the walls as we chanled 1l
multiplication table, or rattled

"Maine, Mew Hémpshire, Vermo
Massachusstts”, and so on. Inde:
in the "Arnual Beport of the Con
tion of Common Schools” the urid

Miss Frances M. Holl, Teachar in Yosem

Valley, 188% and 1820,

1
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wment ol the yeoar was the Yo-
miie Valley District's annual an-
) "waz'' o the cuaesticon: "hAre the
hools well venllated ! Yet nob
ithstanding s generous air-condi-
ing, the schoclhouss was not
somicriohie. The ssssions weres
el in the wormer part of the vecr,
a large potbellied stove took
ol the cooasional rainy days in
mer and the cocler days of
19 and gutamn,

- {ront yored, partly flooded: in
e seosons by high woter, was a
Wocling ground  for  mesguiloes,
il during o port of ocur school term
were devoured by these pesls,
W teacher alwoys had on hond o
llo of spirits of camphor or o coks
peamphor ice, which she and the

lle applisd copiously to the
mps and welts on face and hands.
B addition, sprigs of pungent laurel,
penny-oval, or both, were placed
fund he schonl room, and on the
ks cnd persons of the pupils. But
uninformed mosquitoss did not
m to know that these plants re-
pllod them, and they found that the
mp little Yosemite school children
i the comely schoclmarms, either
rnished with lourel ond penny-
ol or served up plain, wems
bghty cced eatin'

Woter wos never piped to this
foular achoolhouse, but "running
wr'' we had in abundence—in the
doicoc Fiver about 100 yards dis-
. Dne or two of the larger boye
p cssigned the teek of canryving
pchool supply from the river In
Buckel Then ot infervals during
day cne of these boyvs would
o the tounds of the schoolroom
the bucket and o tin dipper,
ng out a drink to each youndg-
In turn, oll drinking in succss
i from the same dipper. Sanitary
ilms? None whatsoever. For some
o the iob of "watsring the ani-

Miss Mary Adaire taught in Yosemire 1882
ond: 1883,

mals” carried o certain prestios,
and was sought after by the big
bovs:

Our innocent freedom from the
bugaboos of germs and contagion
iz well llusirated by ancther every-
day practice of curs, The dried ond
hordened resin on the outside of pine
tress was on excellent home-grown
chewing gum, =xlensively used by
us achoal children, s pronounced
lavor was nol unpleasant, but the
gum was o bil mors wearying to the
jows than the ‘“store boushten™
Adams Tuttidoatti or Black Jock; in
addition, in the first stoges of the
chewing process, it was brittle and
crumbly, @nd recquired o period of
worming and scilening up before it
became sufficiently plastle, For this
rerson (as well as general sociabil-
ity) we hobituclly saved time eond
labar by borrowing o chew from the
active jaws of some schoolmate who
hod already processed his chewing
gum, and possing the same wad

around [om ong to another. The
only indicatlon of o lesg thon com-
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plete acceptanes of the custem that
I con remember came from one of
the teachers, who soid that she
would not chew anclher person's
gurn uriless she knew that
very wealll

Motwithstonding cur crude estab-
lishment, we ware tairly well equip-
ped, with mops ond glchbes, on
abacus, on unabridged Webster's
dictionary, o blockboord olong the
southwesterly end of the room, and
a small but goed library. Dusing my
firsl term or two our [urmiture con-
sisted of very rough home mods
benches ond tables, bul later on
these were replaced with lactory-
made school desks: A manikin,
showing the humaon body in o series
of superimposed colored plates, was
later added. One of these plates,
showing hobnailed lives, and others
charting  the proaressive dsteriora-
tion of the human stomach from thod
first wee drop fo “the last stages of
delirium {remens’, were given o
good workout by some of the more
chsteminus teachers.

MNext to the blockboord, the mosi
gctive piece of school eguipment
wes the abocus, which wos continu-

Pers0rlL

ally used in our a-ithmetie leas
I de naol recall that any lancy i
were attempled  with  |hs
and its use wos: mostly: Hmifs

showing how many socks of polol
good old generous A haod alter
started with sewen sacks and o
threo of them 1o B.

Far veors alter 1
achool, we were all equipped
zalates, on which we did most ol
writineg, Practically every boy o
lv lesrmed that the most elec
wory to clean o slate of written o
ter in preporation for o new assi
ment, was to spil on it and then
i1 o swips with the slesve of
cool or shirl as the cose might |
The teachers made ewvery sifori
discourage this practios, evern o)
point of supplying the pupil w
cute litle sponges or strips of f
z2l In the edge of o tiny wolsr o
tainer, the whole heing about
size of presenl day meatch bocks, F
all efforts to curh ocur inslegant me!
od of erasing wera stoutly -esist
and [ de nol bBelisve lhe probl
woz ellmingtied until  slates w
cbolished,

iTa Be Continuead)

cik

OIS Al

The Wawona Covered Bridge
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CAN THE WAWONA COVERED BRIDGE BE SAVED?

By Arthur G. Rempel. Ranger Naluralisl

MThe old bridge ot Wowona, ook
Bly the only covered bridgs in the
Nalionel FPark System, is
gul to fall, Time ond the Christmas
el of 1855 howve taken their toil
unless immediate stabilization
bW be undertaken this important
Ik with the past will be but o mem-

o [cllowing story abeut the in-
Billng history of the old bridgs,
el crosees the South Fark of the
el Hiver ot Wawong, was told
by Mr. Bill Bruce. Mr. Bruce
old ime resident of Wowona
&t nephew of Heriry Washburn,
0 succeeded Galen Clark In own-
Ip ol Clark's Station. Although
account differs in mojor points
the commonly aocepted |dea
the historic bridge wos built by
Washburm In about 1873, Mr.
o'e ziory helps explain the ex-
i of both hend-hewn beoms of
parently eorly dote: and  mill-
yod lumber of a later period in
bridae. It also raises interesting
pitlations about the early beain-
s of the bridge emd about activi-
In the Wowona area in general,
.. ptrding to Mr. Bruce, the focts are
lollows:
i an effort to be the first to pro-
travel facilities into the Yosem-
Nulley, Galen Clark started toad
ding ocperations soon after set-
W on the South Fork of the Merced,
hw vears after the original dis
sty of the Yosemite. Pushina
wih from Clark’s Station, he suc-
wdod in completing some three
llos of road before the financial
of this venture led to his bonk-
pley cnd the eventual scle of his
perty to Henry Washbum. But
i oarly road construction defin-

izly omiedatzd the bullding of the
road from Weawono o Mariposa,
which Woshburn completed  after
gening ownership of the Waowona
propetty, The ald bridge, cm integral
and . essential part of Clark’s early
road, was built in 1858 —not as the
coverad struchure now ssen—but o=
cm open frame affaiz, buill of greal
hand-hswn bheams of pondercsa
pins.

When Henory Washburny and his
pariners purchased the interests of
Golen Clark in 1875 they proceeded
to root over the bridgs ond enclose
the sides to keep woter off of the
greal fimbers and lo give general
profection lom the weather. Lumber
for this project wos cut in Washe
burn's saw mill, just placed in oper-
aticn cmd equipped with o sagh saw
as well as o circular sow. The form-
er waos used to cul large logs inle
twelve inch conts which were then
cut into the slde tmbers for the
bridge with the circular saw. Morks
from this saw moy be seen upon
the side lumber of the bridge to this
day, as coan oxe maorks upon the
large hand-hewn beams of the main
Irermework.

A turther alteration come in 1900,
when extensions added af eoch end
brought the structure to il= present
length. In 1937 general repair work,
including oddition of stone o the
loundations of the bridge, was com-
pleted by the Civilian Conservalion
Corpe:

It is hoped that o meons will be
tound of scving this Hine old struc-
ture, that present day escapists from
high-zpeed travel may pouse—and
perhaps appreciate—the slowesr and
lzss comfortable iravel of earlier
derys,
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BRYANT LEAVES YOSEMITE FOR BLACE HILLS AREAS

By Donald E. McHenry, Chief Park Naturalist

After almoel five years as natural-
izt cnd three summers s g ranget-
netureldist in Yosemile National Park,
Weoyne W. Bryonl, Assistant Park
Meturalizl, hoas goeepted an appoint-
ment cs noturalistincharge in the
Block Hills Arsas of South Dokota.
Weayne, whose father, Dr. Horeld
Bryant, was cne of the original toun-
ders of the noturalist services for the
National Park Service, will be e
sponzible for the interpretive serv-
jces for Wind Caove Mofional Perk,
Badlonds and Jewel Coave Nalionol
Monuments, Mount Bushmore Ma-
Honal Memaorial in South Dokota,
and Devils Tower Notional Monu-
ment in Wvoming, He will drow
upon his knowledge and experlence
in noturakiat wark 1o establish mu-
gaums and wayside exhibits, set up
zsaliguiding  trails, schedule con-
ducted walks, and: prepars interpre-
Hve literoturs.

Born in Berkeley, Callfornia, in
December of 1922, Woyne moved atl
rn earty oge to Washington, D C
when hia fother hecame Assistont
Dirertor of the National Parle Service
in charge of inferpretotion.  After
completing sarly schooling there, he
returned west lo study ot Arizono
Siate College from 1940 ta 1943,
With World War 1, he entered the
1J. 8. Navy, receiving his training ot
Arizona Sicie, Nefre Dame, and Har-
vard., He subsecuently sow active
duty in the waiers around Japan cmd
the Fhilippines ared on the USE
Menessd Oy pus (GCE). He was re-
leased with the rank of lisutenant
{i.=.) Following his relegss to civilian
life, Woyne returned fo school, re-
cetving his B. A. degree in biclogy
trem Stanford Undversity in 1948 cnd
his Master of Science In zoology of
ieth State College in 1850,

Weoyne Bryomt hos never slroy
far from his lirst lowe, the Matio:
Park Service, Although school o |
oocoasicnal employment of wario
kinds ococupied his interests durni
winters, summertims found him
some national park. During the au
mer of 1942, he served as sedson
ratger in Zion Nofional Park and
ranger-naturalist in the same po
in 1946 and 1947, During the su
mers of 1948 1o 1950 he wos rama
neturalist in Yosemite National Po
He received his first permonent «
pointment here in April 1951 s i
ior park noluralist. He wos promot
to assistant park naturalist in Ay
1955,

Curing the 1934-35 winter seaqs=c
Wayne wos selected as one of 1
Region Four Tralness in the Gth |
partmental Maonogement
Program of the Department of il
Interior, being one of four from ti,

Trednin
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| Park Service and of thirty

Depariment of the Interior. He
In his Black Hills assignmend
knowledage of museum proe-
and techniques, having studied
Park Neturalist Louiz Schell-
ol Grosnd Clamyon, under Edwin
, Curater of Geelogy of the
m ol Northern Arizong, plus
grable experlience gained in
e and Woshington, D.C.

Bryani, a {ine public speaker and
leader of camplife songs and nature
walks, ssrved with creditl on the
[reulty of lhe Yosemite Field School,
He is a good pheotographer. There
will doubtlessly be much apportunity
for Weonymne to exercize his skill in
sgquare dancing in the Black Hills
country. [t goes without saying that
he will be greatly missed by the
Yosemite organization,

FEAST ON THE GRAPEVINE

By John T. Mullady. Park RHaneger

W heavy-antlered buck bound-
through the cold darkness of
warly winter morning, The ice-
glod  brush of Turner Ridge
little resistance to his mos-
he crashed headlong
h it Nor did it slow the yelp-
L groy-coated coyoles running in
| pursuil, their bellies  [airly
ming the frosty cover of bear
wr, A zhorl distonce more omd
Hoor would reach the clearings
South Ferk of the Msroed
the open flats would afford
lor o full arown buck to aftain
speecded flight or, it necessary,
oo to swing his sharp-pointed
g and the room o moneuyver
tozor-sharp hooves in frantic
ge cpaingt the inevitable al-

p ot rolled eoutiously up the
fpovine Grods of the Wowona
4. Tire chains ond the snaking
g of the icy readbed mode

d undesirable even though Yo
plle Valley and its welcome lodo-
I lary 25 wintery miles ahead,

boams of the headlighis

gsecrchad through the mist of low
Iving clouds; now it found a dis-
placed tock 1o be avoided: now a
rocd  slan offering  advice: o n-
formation.

The buck, fsorhul ond excited,
hesitated on the brink of the bonk.
Tweo leaps more and he would be
down omd ooross the moin troll. Bat
the dazsling confusion of the blind-
ing lighta coming toward him! The
clanking racket of stes]l agoinst
meoeodam! The tetrible vapping of
the closing coyotes! What to dol
Down the bank! Hooves met oy
hardness of the rood and o slid
Choine  of  steel  scroped  ond
drirgged aoross the same loy hard-
negs in o [rontic eflort to bring the
cor 1o o halt, Bub in spite of the
ponicky, lost minute  swerve of
wheelz and hooves; in spite of the
digging o the steel, death came
suddenly on the Gropevine al thet
garly morning hour. The oor e
gretully resumed g cold journey.
The covotes impaliently walted on
the Erim of the cut untl the red
lights ond the noize foded away up
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the hill. Noew 1o the {sasl] Coyvoles,
big and litls, tore al the warm hide,
exposing the firm flesh. Balliss soon

beoame gorged. An oanimal would
waoddle away  trom the  bloody
form lyving on the read only to be
replaced at the carcass by another
towny lorm loping in from the sur
rounding wildemess. The telegraph
ol the wilde was farreaching and
response to e messoge was ropid.
The word 9ot around. Beiare the sun
bathed the pines of the hills the
flesh of the fullbedied buck hed
disappearad before the appetites of
many snarling, snapping coyvoles.
By the time the full moring had
dawned there was little left to be
torn from the remaining hide ond
bones, A few shreds of Hesh mighl
have been gained from the bhore
skeletonn bul then only by Judicious
gnawing. And what satisfaction
would a few shreds vield to full
bellies, Slowly and with greedy re
luctemce the dog-like animals wan-
dered off, alone or with fomilies, to
seek a sunny granite bench for a
long doy of coniented leizure.

This is the siory of g midnight
feast as Ralph Jessen (ssascnal
romger and old-timer) ond | pisced
it together on that Sunday morning
in December. Perhaps H 15 nol an
unusual story, for maony deer are
killed — others critically injured —
by outomobiles. Most olten, as In

B =

thiz case, lheir llesh agoes o gatizl
ing hunger of coyoles ool
other carniveres: Il is perhaps
usual in thet coyoles presurmdol
do not aitack  full grown, heall
deaer In preference lo individuals
ready weakened by disegse aor
jury. Even o conceniraied attack |
several animals would noi assi
a meal of venison if the desr w
in physical condition lo retreal
florht.

Jessan and | feel, however, 1l
the story is unusual ond importoo
with respect o the number of oo
otes which were present ot the
past. The evidence was thers
the road. We examined it careiul
We think our deductions ore ©
recl.

The carcass of the buck as {1 w
found, was siripped  of practical
all flesh, Only the head (with il
exception of the Heshy tip of {1l
nose) was intact. The symmetric
four poinl antlers were massiv
possessing o moximum sprecad
18 inches. The limp hide had no

the

been torm  hophoazardly frem  the
bedy but had been ripped oped
generally  from  the belly sid

The entire skelston was intoct, th
benes still articulated, All of the =
trails were gone. The flesh of th
neck hid been removed by aoces
through the body cavity; the cape
the hide hod not been torn.

From the size of the antlers, t)
head, and the hooves as well o
from the general appearance of th
hide, Jessen and [ cencluded the
this buck must have weighed n
lesz than 180 pounds. This cgre:
with known weights of similo
bucks killed along adjacsnt par
boundaries. The hide wa= in fim
slesk condition indicating o health
individual.

The time of the accideni wo
placed at not more thon 6 how
tond  probably much less) prior |
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il

Pdiscovery of the corcoss of 8
This estimale waos bosed on
oaa ol the blood, supplensss
e hide in spile of the freszing
mhor (17 degrees F al South En-
) and throogh guestioning
l irevelers who used the road
Bl nighl

Al tha time of discovery the en-
romons which, incidentally,
lound in the middle of the road,
fiol excesd 50 pounds, There was
L #vidance that eny quontity of
hod  been carried from  the
i the fact that the skeleton was
plete would indicale that this
nol been dones. I our estimales
eortact (and they certainly can-
bo substantially wrong), about
pounds of meal wos devoursd
the spot within o maximum time
hours. Prebably the meal took
I less Hme.
o rofersnces were found in the
e regarding food copacity of
poten. |. Frank Dobie, on poge 160
Wis The Vieice of the Coyole (Boston,
), gives the report of a trapper
exaomined the stomach con-
ol a female coveote which had
kllled o [omb., He reported that
nlained “five or =ix pounds ol
ot meat.” Joseph Dixon, noted
his meticulous wildlife cbserva-
W, roported in the Jowrnal af Man-
y (6:1, p. 41} "I have . . . been
lo determine how much food
ules a square meal for each
o in the wild . . ." For the coy-
I was 791 grams (1.74 pounds)
the equivalent of two ground
trels. Grinnell, Dizon ond Lins-
lo A The Fur Beaving Mamorals of
O iﬂerkeiey, 1937} stales thot
mech records show that from 5
B pounds of meal is o ferge medl
o lull-grown mountain lion.
Wine medical autherity has told
® that he would not expect an cni-
the size of o lorge dog or coy-

The morming atter

ate to be able to consume more than
1/10 of hls weight in fresh meat ot
a single meal. A stole trapper, work-
ing on lands adiocsnt to the park,
i=lt this Hgure to be sound, On this
basls we could regson that o meo
ture mountain covele with an aver-
age  winter weight of chout 40
pounds {Grinnell, Dixon ond Lins-
dale, o, ¢it.) would not be able to
devour mere than 3% to 4 pounds
of meat during the course of an un-
interrupted  meal.  This perhaps
could be streiched to 5 pounds if he
were redally hungry. Hungry! At
least soma of these covotes had fed
on other venison within the prewvi-
ous aflerncon and evening for no
less than 10 large piles of droppings
were Iound on the road along the
rood shoulders ot the scene, Deer
hair was much in evidence in all
of the scats, It is unlikely thet this
reprezentad  lood digesied at that
meal,

Those are the locts. How mony
coyotes fed on this mules dear? Whe
knows? It may ssem o fontastic
number but evidence indicated thert
ne less than 25 must have gath-
ered {0 parlicipate n that grisly
fecist on the Wawong Head thaot
coild December morning







