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YOSEMITE TO BENEFIT FROM MISSION 66

Yosemite, iomed the world around
for the grandeur of its scenery, will
be helped by a new National Park
Service master plan called MISSION
66; Rugged clills, mighty weoterlalls,
giont sequoic trees, and the primi-
tive wilderness quolity of its high
Sierrg backoountry coused the "Mar-
iposa Big Trees Grove'' and the Yo-
gomite Valley lo be granied to Cali-
lornia by the Congress and Abro-
ham Linceln in 1864, o be forewer
unspoiled. Although Yellowslone. iz
considered to be our first notional
park, here waos the beginning aof
what later (1890) developed inlo ons
of America’s great nationol parks.

From o humble start in 1855, when
the first group of touriste—35 in num-
ber—entered Yozemite Volley, en-
thusiastic visitors have increased by
leane and bounds ts where they now
have passed the one-millionth merk,
cmriiclly.

To meet the challengs of meking
Yosemile National Pork adequote to
the needs of the American peopla,
vet preserving il unchonged, the
Natcnal Park Service has lounched
MISSION 66, a moaster plon for fu
hure pork management and develop:
ment. Based on the ldeal which es-
iaklished the Notional Pork Service,
thaat Yosemite iz to be preserved un-
spoiled "for the enjoyment of future
generations - -park  officials hasten
to point out that pock development
under MISSION 66 does not mean
making chonges to the wilderness
gualities which haove brought inspir-
alion ond enjoymeni to millions of
visilars trom all parts of the globe.
Rathar, it will be a guide lo bringing
Yozemite, Devils Postpile and other
national parks ond monuments up to
atcmdard by providing manpower to
help visitors lon increcse of more
tham 600,000 visitors to Yosemite an-

nually since before World War 11

has brought an increase of only
men 1o the permansni roanger for oo
from 19 men to 21 to provide !
basic  wisitor comforts  Yossm o
geored to hondle & preswar holl
million visitors, hod twice that mony
in 1955!1); and 1o protect the poos
from hormful over-use (the delic o
root systems of the glont seguo
trees are being daomaoged by 1
trampling of millions of visitor &
and other leatures show correspo L
ing domage om being "loved |
declth”).

The year 1966 marks the gol
anniversary of the MNotional Foo
Service. To prepare Yosemite [o
onficipated 2 million  wisilors
nually by that date, MISSION o
iz moking recommendations wh
Inelude: provision of adeguate o
power to meet visitor needs and
tec! the park; bringing roods up 0§l
safe {hut not high-speed) standord
giving beter naturclisi service:
increase  understinding, appre of
tion cmd protection: provision of oo
imum public use facilities (oo
grounds, comlorl  stalions, pio
arecs, =i consistent with pre
tion of natural {eoturss; spreadin
vigilor use over o wider pericr
the year ond to less scenic porti
of the park lo relisve conge !
arecs such as Yosemite Vaolley:
vide aid o essentiol poark cor
zicners; encourage developmen
public-ise facilibes in nearhy o
autside of Yosemite: bring all
utility systems up o standord
moke them odeguate to uli
neesds; and provide odecuote
ployvee housing.

The underlying theme of the 1
MISSION 66 program is profe |
for future generctions of the pe |
able natural {eatures for which 7
semite MNotional Pork wos creon

By DOUGLASS H. HUBBARD
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GIANT SEQUOIAS ABROAD
By D. E. McHenry, Chief Park Naturalist

Yinllors 1o our groves ot Giont as ornomentols as well as for shsl-
Fla i ollen osk how successiul  ter-belt trees in his part of the coun-
e oo will grow in places other vy, end Count Enuth hoas besn in
Wi (hedr native habitat, In August terested in their successful growth
W o lotler feom Count F. M. Knuth  in Denmark. He reports thot mony
B Enulhenborg, Bandholmm, Pen-  of the Giant Sequoias planied about
R, lolls an interesting story of  ninety vears ago on his esiale were
W Soquolas have fored near his  killed by frost during o serles of
e, Coquoios are volued highly  severe winlers in the 18803, About

B Sequoio in Knathenborg Park, Gandhalm, Denmark, Planted in Y870, It s over 50 ft.
B e D 1 in ciameter 4 ft. above the ground,




40 YOSEMITE NATURE WNOTES

ten Irees survived and have attained
a height of more thon 100 feet.

During the last 30 years Count
¥nuth mode repeated plontings of
Sequolas, with the same experience
og with the clder irees: during ex-
tremely cold winisrs (of which there
wers o serles again in the 1940 a
majority of the plants were killed,
and only o few remained uninjured.
He suogests that perhaps this might
indicate that there is great variation
in the coldhardiness among seeds
of Seguoias,

Count Knuth stotes that "the Ger
mem botemist and explorer, C. A, Pur-
pus did some collecting [of Sequoia
seeds] before the First World War
cnd it was found thot planis from
zeeds collected at higher altiudes
in the Sierra showsd complete hardi-
ness when grown in Dresden (where
winters are colder them here in Den-
mark) while plants of low-altitude
origin  winter-killed. Dr. Purpus's
Sierra plants were 47 feet high at an
age of 14 vears while ol the rest
had  disappeared.”  Count  Knuth
wonders if the climate = the sarme
in all Sisrrg groves. Since various
groves apparently hove similor eco-
logical conditions except for an in-
sigmificomt diffsrence in lotitude, it
is likely thot differences in cold-
hardiness of seeds has some corre-

lation to altitude as suggested by irf
Purpus's experience,

This factor is but one C'Dntribm'.!l-j
to the success or [ailure of Sequinl
growth, The nature of the enwvirony
ment in which the plants are to ba)
raised iz importent. It would appoor
that Seguoia  gigantea iz especially
wall suited to ita peculiar native
vironment cnd is unlikely to throvs
outside of il unless great core 18
exercised to meel the exacting 14
quirements of thelr notural hoo
threugh artificial  cultivetion, Sioe
the root system of the largest tre J
is relativaly shallow, about 2 feet
depth but often covering seve:
ccres, the Iree in its native ron oy
would likely be winter-killed excor
for the annual Blanket of snow whi
insulctes the roots prior to the oo
ing of very cold weather. As a oo
coution gardners transplanting 5o
quoigs in the Uniled States ouls: 1
of their nafive habitat use a heavy
strew type mulch over the roociz
cold winters emd water them danly
in dry summers. Perhaps these o
guirements have not been recra
nized in Count Knuth's country. Ths
together with variations in viakbility
emd cold-hardiness of seed sto:
may be the limiting factor in thoir
succassiul growth in Denmerk c:-|{|
the Dresden ared.
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THE YOSEMITE VALLEY SCHOOL
By Laurence V. Degnan

Part 111

 things considersd, we mads
ptty well with our rough-cnd-
school plomt. Cur teachsrs,
lhe general run of humomity,
greatly In abilit—we hod
did teachers, and poor teoch-
fat the ceneral average, | think,

ligh.

ple that happily was undformly
pcd throughout the whole cur-
m was patriotism. Miss Hall in
ar made it the sublect of a
4l lecture, attuned to the under-
ng of the oldsr puplls, which
livered once in awhile during
o terms. As I was only five
eld when [ first went to schocl
, much of the significance of
Mk eluded me, but | remember
neral scene and some of her

words., She was full of her
ot end pulled no punches; she
at the blackboard (which she
fo explain or emphasize cer-
ftems! cnd delivered her tolk
erise cnd dramatic emphasis,
fing home each peint in the
, most =zonorous fones that
pould muster. 1 think that on
' occasions she would heave

anything to be able o swap
gopromo voice for a basso pro-
9. She always began with the
lon, '"Why is the Fourth of July
ed?'’. Then she would pro-
fo t=ll us why, She stressed
sularly the chanees taken by the
rs of the Decloaration of Inde-
#nce, cnd | con stlll hear her
ftic stalement of their fote had

olution fgiled: "They would
| been hanaged for treason!’’, and
fll her equally dramatic em-

phasiz of their oititude in the face
of that danger, as exemplified by
John Honcock's signing his name in
lettars 8o lorge that "George the
Third con read it without his spec-
toeles'’, But she, and for thatl malter
the other teachers as well, put the
message over: | think thal we of
today could use a little of their po-
trigtic fervor and esteem for the glor-
ious principles on which our Nation
was foundsd!

In those days corporal punish-
menl by the teacher was cn accept-
ed institution, but was not citen in-
flicted on the generally wellbehaved
children of the Yosemite WValley
schaoal. Onee in o greal while some-
one was rapped on the hand with a
ruler, and my younger brother John
received o couple of lekings with o
willow swiich—once lor upsetiing
the school by acratching his head
with his toes. (In the summer time
all the little boys went baretoot.)

But children come and went, and
gome, even ds foday, developed in-
to litlle hoodlums as they grew old-
ar. One day a yvoung bully, abhout
11 or 12 vears old, who hod ex
hausted the lesacher's patisnce,
snarled of her as she started to pun-
ish him, "Do you know who you'ra
hitin'?" and atiacked her with his
fists. He roised o smoll welt on her
forehecd, and the two scuffled
arcund for a froction of o minute,
until finglly the bov =subsided,
drenched with ink from o bottle on
ihe teacher's desk. Judged on points,
the fight was o droow, | would scry.
The next day the teacher, in sl de-

fense, provided herself with o small



42 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

rrwhide horsewhip, aboul bwo ond
o halt feet long, which she therealier
kept close at hand at all times, either
on her desk, or hung by s loocp un-
der the edge of her close-itting waist
or bersopue.

Sod to relate, the larger bavs, whe
could hoove, emd should have, kicked
the stufling out of the smart aleck,
walched the balile in stunned and
molionless silence. Bul in sxlenudc-
tion i com be surmizsed that the switt
unexpected course of events coaught
them by surprise, and by the time
they cought their breath the round
was over. No issue wos mode of the
affmir; in {act the teacher charged us
not te say onything cbout it to our
parents. It iz only [otr o remark theal
zo far as | know, the boy involved
grew up lo be o solid member of the
community in which he afterwards
lived,

Al about thls same time—mavhe
a little sarlier, as [ do not remember
that the teocher had vet acguired
her rowhide—ancther boy, aboul 14,
tried o simmiler perlormance with this
sarne teccher. But he did not actively
refaliate, and he lel her push his
big hulk around with only o tocken
resistonce, so to speak. Thizs boy,
who sat next to me in the school
room, had previously told me what
he would do if the leacher ever tried
to punish him: he would grab her
by the onkles and yonk her feet from
under her, ond then pound her as
she lay on the floor. During their
scuffle he setfied toword the focr in
o halfknesling position, perhaps
with the idea of deing just that;
g0, his nerve [olled him at the last
momenl.

Bul events such o3 these were =x-
tremaly rare, (qlthough minor trials,
dug generally o one or two individ-
uals, were plentitul enough) and a3
a generg] rule the Yosemite Valley
school was as idyllic as its surround-
fricrs,

Miss. Momie Kerrins [zeated) taught ti
1885 to 88 Her zister Apnie iz standi

The playliald {or the school wo
the small meodow in front of
achoolhousse, now largely oy
grown with |lrees. The norrow oro
aled stage road hetween the Old °
loge  and  the Stensmenm  Hoo
{whereé Camp Curry now 1s) cros:
this meadow in approximotely
locelion of the present poaved o
dividing the meadow mte two po
the lorger of which, between
raad and the river, wds genern
the scene of our limited repetloir:
games: "'prisoner’s hase”, “one |
aver lhe gulter”, "leap oy, and
like. Guy Barnaord cwned a ootk
cmd onoe in o while we had the o
privilege of kicking It cround. Ce
sionally we would wandsr bevo
the limitz of the meadow with "ru
shesp run'', ond in 1882 ond 180
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enthusiastically plaoyed o vario
. ol "cops and robbers'’ thal wa
! Invenled curselves,

Dhiring those vears the neighbor-
'I"II'J counties ol Fresno and Tulare
oo the scene of one ot Calilornia’s
Wecionl mon huntls, the culmination

W porles ol fraln robberies in the
i Jooguin Valley, attributed o
s Fvans and the Sonlog bro-

o, | oliraocted nationwide atten-
e, and (he people of the Yozemite
i had ringside seals, In facl tha
Helponts, pursusrs and pursuad
W koown perscnolly by some of
loeal pecpls. Gaorge Sontag, the
her of Jobn Sontag, Chris Evans’
bow fugitive, had been one of a
up lhot visiled cur home in the
oy (not leng before his kbrother
ime o hunted desperado), per-
lo buy bread, or hove shoss

. yeled “while you wait”. (My o
| cller wosking all aay with o

and shovel, used to work near-

fll night mending shees, 1o eka
hin small pay as o Stale em-
yal While the maon hunt wos on,
Wed 1o hecr my moihsr comment
B thin visil, and remark how unlike

T

" g

.. -
[T o LA

a criminal George Soniag appeared,
Hi Rapelis, o deputy sherilf of Fres-
no County, who ook an active part
in the chase, was ance a weall known
sigrge driver on the Yosemite routs.

There weare momy gun baltles, and
several men weme killed belore the
bondits were coptured, ond during
the long drawn oul period. of tensa
excitemeni, it was inevitable that the
game ol “"Evons and Sontag" should
monopolize |he play petiods of sur
schoal,

The rules of the game were sim-
ple; bwo youngsters in the rele of
Evarns and Sonioag, with a short
headstart, would gquickly lose them-
zzlvas in the trees and brush ond
rocks that surrounded the school-
houwse. Then the shedff's posse, com-
prising the rest of the boys, would
take aber the fugitives, and the
aorme, 1 nol Interrupled by the school
hell, endesd when Evans and Sontag
wera coptured or Ckilled”. OF couras,
plenty of "shootin' " wos of the ea-
sernce; our bullets consisted  of
acormns  (gothered chead of times),
which Ewvons ond Sontog, ond the
posse threw ot sach other when they

’. o

Santag lies mortally wounded, whife arcund him stand the victors of the Baottle of

Corral in June 1893, Hi Ropelje, second from feft wos the deputy sheriff
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mode contact. Anyone who was
“"ehot” three ftimes in any one en-
counter was 'desd” ond had o
withdraw from the game,

Ancther favorlte speort was swim-
ming, which, throughout itz shorl
season, we indulged in al every op-
pertunity, partleularly of the midday
recess, and ofier school, During high
water the river was not suitable, bul
a small slough, or branch of the
meoin  river, which bounded the
meadow on one stde, served alter a
fashion untl] later in the summer, As
g rule, bothing suits did net exst,
although in Annle ¥erring' time
some of the boys wore light rapid-
drying polka dot shorts, which dou-
hled az a school garment and as a
swim suit, ond enabled one to go
from zchoolhouse 1o éresk and back
agoin with ne logs of time. Of course,
there were times when the girls in-
sicted on swimming too, and then
we did herve a bathing suit problem.
It was solved with improvised trunks
made by chopping off the legs of an
old poir of overalls, and other weird
devices ol varying degrees of sl
fectiveness. Bul for the most part
ewimming wos o boys sport, and
the girls kept to their own part of
th=s campus.

As the summer progressed, cnd
s water receded, our "swimmin’
holes” moved from place to place,
and at times were pretty close to
the road. But traffic in these days
wos light—very light—and besides,
we were conly kids, cnvwoy. Wa
gave that circumstomes due weight,
and solemnly conceding that "if we
witz men il 'ud be different”, worried
ne  further about the nonexistent
bathing =suits. We had o lot of lun
in thot icy (ond sometimes danger-
ozl Merced River, and in its warm-
er, but shortlived high water
sicughs.

The smaller portion of the meaod-
v, between the road and the school-

house, was sometimes lhe scene
“huckin'  horse”  contests  (copi |
trom a fomiliar adult activity ol |l
time), in which a small youngs)
like ma tried to see how long |
could stay on the back of a buck| |
hronco, namely, one of the big b
on all fours, About the first block -
that | ever received—and it was
haauty— was bestowed on me wh
Walter Kenney suniished and th «
me over hizs head, face down on |
aross chead of him, where 1 =k
ded sn my eye tor o food or so beli
coming to rest

Within the schoaolreom, during
first term or two, life was mads
litlle easler for us tiny tols by
toin privileges that were not gn
ed 1o the older pupils. 1 rémeml
raizing my hond once in a wl
and asking, on behalf of myssli o
emother small componion, “Fle
can we go out and play?”, and |
forthecoming permission wos aco
ed os o matter of course: And tho
to my shocked surprize, the o
came when the request met a st
and emphatie "Nal —from o o
teacher, ii | remember correcl
and [ had the sad fegling that a lo
ly¥ traditon had now become
memary.

Another indoor diversion, likew
resarved for the extreme youth, woo
waotching Edith Jacobs drow. ©
was 17 years old, about the old
airl in school, emd was guite an
ist with pen or pencil. Often wit
she was drowing in school
reclized how heoring our own w
waz: up would go g hand: "Ple
com we watch Edie draw?”, and
ar three foscinated urchins wo
gather around her tabie, to watch
animal scene, or a landscape, b
form on her paper ar slate.

The drudgery of school was ¢
ther alleviated onee in a while wh
the teacher would read aloud |
the entire school. | remember «
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in particular thal Mizs Heall
o us: Josl Chondler Horrig'
fe Remws stories: then ol recess
e, in our meadow playground,
B among the boulders, we would
kly ironslole inte improvised
i, the exploils of Brer Rakkit,
Ber, Brer Fox, and the aother

e Remus characlers,

Dlhar fovorite booka—they may
il hove been frst editions too
“ e Mark Twain's The Advenfures of
Sawwyer and The Advewfures of
Rliterry Finn. These were read
teread, in part aloud by the
her, bul mostly from cover o
by the individual pupils. An-
boy ond [ used to =it under o
by ourselves, end I would recd
leberry Finn to him. Thizs baok
mony respects one for adults,
memy ol its subtleties ond
e were lost on us: The epi-
ol the "king"” and the "duke”
ptance, left us cold, cand we
Ume out o discuss its inanity
wonder “"why they waonted to
| & goocd bock by puttin' tho
in it

i

Mdentally, a wery interesting
ht on the book was given to
any years later, when [ was
LA

e J""-T} ..

Ride around the valley in former yvears.

working  with the Fremeois E.
Malthes on the mapping of the Yo-
semite Valley, and he describea
hiz reactionz io the story as he read
it at different times. He first read il
he lold me, in his naotive language,
Diztch, before coming o Americo,
Later, after graduating  from i
American eolless  (Massachusetis
Institule of Technology), and cover-
ing every corner of the United Siales
with U, 8, Geoclogical Survey lopo-
graphic parties, he read it ogain, n
Englizh. Neediess to say, he gol in-
tinitely mere oul of the boock ths
sacond time: A lorsign longuoge,
he truthfully ohserved, com at best
cope  only Impetiectly with ths
unigque Amedocan scene described
or with Mark Twain's presentation
of il

OF all the schocl diversions,
gractest was  the thrilling
around the vaolley”, to which, in my
earlier school yvears, we were freab
ad ot least cnce during soch term.
[n thoss doys the horse-drown car-
riages tock all alternecon for the: ex-
cursion, which was no small project.
The Yosemite Muzeum contalns a
copy of [N J. Foley's newspaper, tha
Yosenrite Tonrisé (printed in the val-
which [

lerle

the

“rids




4k TLASEMITE MATURE NOUTES

quote the following cccount ol one
of these tours, In copying this 1 take
the liberty of correcting the spelling
of several of the names.

A PICHIC
Om Thursdey last, Memorial day. Hon, W.
F, Caltman look one of Caffman & Kenney's

macsches and loaded |1 with children: @t one
oeleck a storl was mode o the Coscodes
ard refurn: Mro Coffman  fock: o supply of
condies, nuls, ete, for his yourg lood, and
they did nol get back with ooy of (t. The
horses and coack were beautifully decorated,
It wog a plonsant day for the linle [olks ond
ihey wers loud in thetr sraise of Mro Cofl-
mon's efloriz in lheir behalll In the porly
wers;

Waller ¥enney, Cniska Kenney, Blanche
Kenney. Alice Kannay, Charley Kenney, Guy
Bornard, Tisale Borpord, Ethel  Bechi, Geo.
Becht, Lourenee Degnan and Joke Jonea.

The lostnamed person on the list,
Jake Jones, was o young man from
Merced, a friend of the Bornards,
who spent the summer at fheir hotel.
He played the comet (I belisve he
aflerwards led the Merced band),
and enhonced the joy of the trip
with his music,

A less pretentious, but enioyabls
teur wog once made in the Stale
dump carl.

Another one, when Annis
Kemins waos tecacher, reguired (wo
carfiages to accommodote the in-
creased student body ond the non-
schoel guests, On one ocoosion ol
choricl weas o four-horse freight we-
gon, dovenn by Jules MeCauley, o
fermer pupil of the Yeosemite Valley
school, He was only about 16 years
ola, but he homdled those [our horses
like one of Yosemile's fomous team-
stets or stoge drivers; indeed, oz we
shall =ee, it was well for ug thet he
was o skilled reinsman.

At that Hime (ghout the beginning
ol the nineties), the old style hicycle,
with the very large wheel in froni,
and the very small wheel in the rear,
woe agradually giving way fo ths
"amiely' bicycle, so-called, wilh two
wheslz of squal diameter, very sim-
ilexr to the bleyele of todoy. Strangs

as it may seem, some of thess ol
style bicycles found their way in!.
Yeogemile, and whatever may hon
boon the difficulties on the grad
ower the foothills and the mountain
they scosied with ease over the lev |
roads on the floor of the valley. Tl
bicyeles were of course, tolally new
o the horses of Yosemite. Jules M
Couley and his {our horses, wil
their wogon load of scheool childn
and friends, hod arrived at a poil
an the "back road” gbeout half wo
between Indion Creek ond Kenne
ville {the site of the present Ahwao
nea Holel) when one of these appo
tions suddenly swept toward
from arocund a curve. The fFighten |
horses started to dance and (o
hondaprinas, but Jules guickly o
them under contral, lo the great |
lizf and odmiration of his passe
CJETE.

A similar scene wos doubile
endacted on other cccasions, and n
long after our own experience, eve
bicvele rider, probobly in comg
cnee with wamings by the Guar
iom, (the local stote afficial in char:
at the valley) dismountad at the a
prooch of herses, and stosd molio
less at the =ide of the road unil t!
cmimals had passed by,

Visitors o the school wers man
and varied. As might be expects |
some were tegchers themselve
from grade schosls or colleges, an
row and then, in responss o
tecicher's invitotion, would give |
a short talk, Some of these speake
ware evidenily oulstanding prote
sors, ond through g combination
pereonality and delivery, made suc
o clear cnd interesting pressntation
thert after all these vears, T still n
member thelr words., Cne megn,
discussed stondards
weights and measures, and 1 wao
astentzhed to hear of master stanc

instemes,
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Bl caredully preserved in vaults in
Mule or London or Washington, [
emad like a lol of monkey busin-
B o me; Shucks! when [ wanted
inch, or o ioot,
W a yord was, all 1 had to do was
gk up my ruler, or the schogl yard-
id there 1t wasl
a while a loca! character
wouild drop in, moaykbs sober, moybe
ink, bul I do naot recall that such
$llors ever coused ony graat un-
Bscniness, One of these an
ol Hine cquide, Nathem B, Phillips, «
e of very sarly Yesemite doys,
e In circulatlon in my Hme. He
o poicd to hove come from Piks
Ceunly, "Missourl, ond was krown
B evaryons as 'Plke". Becouse of
e alfliction in his vocal cords, he
Mwaye spoke in o hoorse; gultural
Shlaper, loud enough, however, and
Selinct enough, for ordinory. conver-
#rtion

Unie day Pike, pretty drunk, rods
Bl horse, or mavbe his mule Brig-

B gee how long an

BN,
e in
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ham, up
house, leaned over shokily in the
saddle, and ealled to the teacher, in
that hoarse whisper of his, "I'm
goin’ away  tomorthah; [ come to
siy good bye: I'm goin' cwoay to-
morthah™. Poor Miss Hall, prim and
preciss, wraslled with the problem
a moment, and then decided to let
the children go out on the porch,
two by two, oand say good-bye to
Pike. The oldest two, Walter Kenney
cmid Tissie Barnard, 1 think, wenf oul
fire! ond duly soid good-bye: the
two next in age lollowed, but by the
time the third couple recached the
porch, Pike wos disappearing down
the path toweard the road. Miss Hall
regained her compeosure, but T do
not know whether her reacltion was
one of rellel ol being rid of her visl-
tor, or of chagrin at his spuming of
her courlesy

to the door of the school

T Be Concludad)

Plee iMathan Bennett Phillips) a pioneer Yosemite guide, on his mule "“Brigham"







