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HE BROUGHT YOSEMITE TO THE WORLD
By Emil F. Ermnst, Park Forester

undred years ago this month
1856 there appeared the first
ol Hutchings' California Maga-
@ many another mogazine
came and went its way but
fts short lile of filve years if
d merks of its passing thet
being fzlt teday. The editor
Ing genius of ita creation
ogement was James Mason
#, who wos connected in-
with the ecrly history of
Valley and whe bscames
jcler of the Wonderous Val-
dlingcloihes days,

full years, July 1856 o
1, this little mogazine made
ce reqularly at the new-
ed homes of its California
rs, ot bookstores and ex-
ncies of the mushrooming
the gold fields, and even
domiciles of the Basisrn
living rooms of foreicn
imum circulation appears
n 6,000 copiss. The sub-
ce wos set at 83 per year
a Copy-

ventures such s publish-
fornia Magazine cre nol un-
on the spur of the mom-
fthout considerable pre-
cluding finemelal support.
years cnd four months of
thering occcurred beaiore
la Magazine first sow the
a century ogo this

month. Hutchings, originogtor and
managing editor, had o long and
adventurous life. These experiences
up to ond including the years of pub-
lishing his brain-child were encugh
io last a normal person o liletime.
But these vears were only the pre-
lude of things to come.

James M. Hutchings was bom in
Toweester, Northhomptonshire, Eng-
land, in Pebruary 1820, His higher
education was cbigined o the Edg-
baston  Proprietary  School, which
was then in the suburb of the Mid-
lands city of Birmingham. His later
writings show that his education in
subjects including the sciences, por-
ticularly botany, English literature,
ond history was good. Perhaps the
most important turning point of his
life ocourred in Birminghoam when
some time in 1844 he viewed George
Catlin's Amerteon Indion Exhibition.
Catlin had brought his immense col-
lection of Indion paintings, sketches,
artifacts, and two live grizzly bears
o England in 1839

Several Ohiibbeway wmd  lowa
Indioms joined the exhibition o litie
later to give it life and cuthenticity.
Hutchings hasz said that his “love for
adventure was owakensd” after
viewing Catlin's exhibition,

In Meay of 1848 Hutchings left Fna-
land. After several months in New
York he procesded to New Orlecns.
There in the fall of 1848 he heard the
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slupendous news of the discovery of
gold at Culloma in the newly-con-
quered Jand of California. The lol-
lowing spring he wos on his way te
the geold fields wvia the Owverland
route from St Joseph on the Mis
sourl. Arriving of Hangtown (now
Placerville) in mid-Octocber, after
suffering much hardship on  the
journey across the plaina, the Eng-
lishmon thus became cne of the fob
ulous Forty-Niners and he used
"Feorty-Mine" as a signature o sev-
eral of his peopular publications
which appeared later,

The next several yecars Hulchings
devoted to placer mining for gold,
generally in the vicinity of Placer-
ville. In his 1855 diory he mentions
several times possing over rich de-
posits of gold that were discovered

CGENERAL VIEN OF THE YO-HAMALTE VALLEY
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later by more fortunale Individuo

He hod good times cnd bod - 4
"ups and downs'” of the miners. |
1853 thers were signs thoat most
the good deposits of placer gald h
been found and removed. The lih
ature indicates that Hulchings w

employed in the spring and summ:

of 1853 on the Placerville Herald
"grester’” o the newly oarrive !

14

immigrants and he may alse hav

been part-time ediior, The Herald w
a Demeccratic campaign paper pul

lizhed from Agpril to November 1800

by Frederick A. Bee and W. Wad
worth, names well known in Hon
town and Placerville, His connectic
with this newspaper broughl abo
the next lmportemt turning point
Hulzhings' life.

In these rough days in the minin



YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES 117

g il was the custom that all
B ol business including banka,
w8 companies, slores, gambling
, lndangoes and bordellos be
o open for frade on Sunday. A
ly rellgious man, Hulchings did
approve in the least this desecra-
ol the Christion Sabbath day.
Jained the compaion then under
fo return Sunday to a day of
recreation and devotion as prac-
In the more stable communities
various homelands of the min-
‘He wrole a sort of Fourth Com-
ment, "Thou shalt not remem-
what thy friends do at home on
Sabbeth day lest the remem-
s should not compare {avor-
with what thou doest.” It came
that this was not enough so
nl on lo composae The Miner's
 Commandmeents, This he signed
"Farty-Nine,” The completed
Commeomdments were published
July 2 issue of the Placerville

lthin a year 100,000 copies,
ly in the form of the well known
pheet, were sold. Hulchings
righted The Miner's Tenm Com-
Wl ments in this form and this lettar-
Is undeubtedly the best known
Ip publications, Its trémendous
s and popularity lead him to
up mining activities in favor of
more remunergtive and less lab-
business of wriling cnd pub-
g. Althouah at fhis time there
several papers and magazines
g published in Californla, Hulch-
came o the conclusion thed
did justice to Californle and
Worniane. He declded to publish
nithly maogozine that would.

woding more information on the
ps of wonder and curiousily”
his adopted state, he embarked
a two rmd one-third year fact-

finding tour which tesk him through
most ol the Inhabited and much of
the wild portions of California to
the north of Mariposa, This under-
taking he financed through the sale
of lettersheets, and later, engraved
envelopes which he composed, hod
illustrated and published. Sales ware
made to bookstores and through ex-
press agents in the vorious lowns.
Today these lettershesiz and en-
graved envelopes are sought eager-
ly by collectors of Callfomiana, stu-
dents of express company history,
and philatelists.

Sometime in the spring of 1856 he
went to San Francisco where, with
Anthony Rosenfield, he formed the
partnership of Hutchings and Rosen-
field. This was a bookstore and pub-
lishing husiness partiership thoat
existed until June [86]. Huichings

THE YO-HAMTE FALLS,
HEIGHT 2500 FEET
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had considerable courage entering
into the bookstore business at this
time in San Francisco. The fact that
there were [orty bookstores then
serving the 40,000 population in the
new City by the Golden Gate appar-
ently did not cool off his inlense de-
sire to procsed with hiz projest,

Satiling down finally after his long
and costly [actHinding tour of Cali-
fornia, Hutchings undertock the puk-
lishing of his magazins. The firsi
number was in the hands of sub-
seribers and reviewers by the mid-
dle of June 1836, The reviews were
good and hoded well for the foture.
The high gquality of writing and
illustrations thal groced the (nitial
number prevailed throughoul the
five years of Huichings' cwnership
ond editorship. The texi pagss were

uniformly (48" in number and 6x9V%
inches overall in size. Early issues
carried addiional poges in back
devoted exclusively to advertizing.
These advertisemenls are as inter-
esting as: the reading material. The
cover design; llustrated on the cover
of this issoe of Yowmite Nature Notes,
was engraved by Horrison Eastlman.
Eastman's cover confinued to be
used untll the maogosine wos sold
in 1861, Hutchings was clever in the
galection of illustrations tor his pube

lications: and the cover desion wos
fig exteption. He womilaed his maga-
zine to be hpically Californion. In

the wupper threequarters is o scene
showing o miner's cobin and [our
miners digging for gold al the junc-
tion of two streams |n the moundains,
A small llustration at the bottom
shows the Golden Gale ai the en-
trance lo San Francisco Bay. This s
undoubledly on agdaptaton of a
gkeich purchased by Hutchings from
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Thomas A. Avyres in the spring of
1855, Botween these two scenes woie
ingerted the number of tha issus e
manth, and the year.

With the publication of thiz (14
isgue of his Califormic Maga o
Hutchings launched himsslf upe
tourist promotional career of al:
tilty yecr's duration. This career |
tually hod its beginning with Cenio o3
gxhibiticn in Birmingham. Catlin - 1
proposed in 1833 a "natlon’s pol
to preserve examples of the fast |
appearing culture of the Amer| 1
Indicms, the Plains tribes in pary
ular, With his mogozine Hulchi o
became g force thal helped mal oo
the "naticnal park” idea.

During his factlinding tewr Hu
ings employved doguerrotyr
iphotographers) and  sketcheartisis
obigin the pilctorial meterials
needed for his magazine. One ol
sketchers was the well known Th:
as A, Ayres. He was developing |
o an ouistanding young arist wl |
he met his death in the sinking /|
the achooner Lenra Beran near &
Pedro in 1858. In late July of 1!
Hutehings had 1oken Avres alc
w h him en whel is now conside:
t have been the lrst lourist parly

- . 1

i ey, B is obwic

th . this frip was o business pro:
sition of Hutchingg' 1o gather moi
ial for his magazine. In Octaber 1§
Hutchings published the first Yosze
iter Valley sfene o reqch the pulil
This was o lithograph of Ayres' p
el skeich of Yo-ham-lde Falls. Awvi
had made five skeiches on the 1¢
ltip into the Yosemite Valley,

MNormally the odvent of o ne
magazine includes o slatement of 1
ohigctives of the venture by ihe pu
lisher. Hutchings did this with |
"Introductory” on the first poage.
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OUR INTRODUCTORY.

i 1IN I neAbER,
this s the first
of anr grecting
and
unee. Wehope,
q with your ap-
| proval, tospend

acruaint-

many pleasaint
ar
r

in eompany with each other. 1tis
B o8 it will he oar alm, to make
Uhly visit to your firczide ns weleow, 8
of some dear offl fricnd, who just drops
i (ricndly wuy, to spend the evening.
Vi widh to picture Californis, and Cali.
__ life : to portroy its beantifl seetiry
suriositics ; to speak of its mineral aonl
el tural products; to tell of its wonder-
Wsonrees amd commercinl ndvantages
f give otterancee to the noer life amd
oo of ils [Jl_'éjph.'. m their aspirations,
dizuppointments and steecssis—ilw
il shudows of duily 1ifke,
Nhutever ja noble, munly, unseful, intel:
|, arnusing and refining, we shall wel-
W Lo our columny,
| ever be our pride aud pleasure to

Leheorful countenanee and social oo

be on the side of virtue, morality, religion
and progress,

We shall admit nolling 1hat 18 partizan
'in polities or sectarian in religion ; but,
claiming the right to please ourselves, we
{shall aceord to the reader the same privi-

lege.

Whatever we helievd to be for the per-
manent prosperity of California, we shall
fearlessly advoeate, in any way thot suits
na.

Wahave no expectation of pleasing every
| oo ; nor, that perfeetion will be wrilten
"upon every page of its contents, for the sim-

ple reason that we are human ; bat we shall
ilo ontr best, continually, and these who do
{10l like Lthe mogazine are not required to
—buy it.
We have commenced its publieation with
| the hope of filling o void—humbly it moy
bi—in the wants of California, and the in.
| telligent reader will see ut & glance that the
| eostly manner in which it is gotten op, and
the price st which it is sold, the poblishers
rely upon o wide cirealation for thew pecu-
piney rewnrd s bot they are confident that
altho’ placed within the reach of those wha
could only tuke one per month, thot othera
will be templed todoke o dozan,

Therelore, plecing ourselves in the hands
of & generons publie, we moke our bow, and
introduce to your kindly notiee the first

| vumber of Horemsos' Cavirorsta Maga-
[ SINE.



120 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

With the "Introductory” out of the
way Hulchings preésented on the
nexl page hiz lead article, This was
eniitled "'The YO-HAMI-TE VAL-
LEY." The first sentence, "'There are
bui few lands that possesas more of
the bequtilul and picturesgue than
Califormnia” shows his enthusigsm
and dadicalion o his adepted state.
Thiz article of eight poges and lour
lusirations was the first of a tre
mendous number on the Yosemite
Valley which Hulchings wrote and
published. Its illustrations were en-
graved lrom 4 of the 5 sketches that
Thomas Avres had made the prev-
ious summer. The first {llustration in
the article was the well known gzn-
eral view of Yosemite Valley from
Old Insplration Point; the second
weas enfitled The Yo-bum-i-ie Fally;
the third entitled The Twin Drvaes—
leday known as Hall Dome and

North Dome; and a fourth illusiog
tion called The Indizn Lake, todoy s
Mirror Leke, Hufchings, apparenily
from notes he mode on his rip, gove
an excellent description of 1l
acenas that the porty saw and ol
mired. The article alse includea .
history of the marvelous valley
known up to the time of his visit In
concluding thizs outsionding artile
he made the olldoo-true proph:
statement "Before many yvears hove
passed away | the Yosemite Valloy |
will become famous a= a place
rescrt,”

Following the Yoham-i-te Vally

article was one of the few spot-new
items to appear In the live yeorn
existence of the magazine, This w1
entitled May 1856 in San Framciseo 000
gove o resume of the assgssinat o
by James P, Casey of James King
William, the learless editor of 11
Et r'.!.f.fi'il’.!.: Bullotin,

THE TWIN DOMES



YOBSEMITE NATURE NOTES 12]

= s

lichings describes the rebirth of
Committee of Vigilance, the exe-
n of Casey and another for mur-
committed, and the lense situ-
prewvailing in the Bay Heglon
@ lime. Several pages loter he
Ished the text of the Constitution
Committee of Vigilance which
been odopied on May 15, and
or poges still, an Address of
Committes of Vigilance, June @,
, signed by the Secretary. Al
h en enlisted member of the
mittee, Hutchings, in conformity
the policies enunciated in the
pductory,” refrained from mak
any editorial comment on politi-
| angles. He gaoined his personal
lives throuah publication of the

0 clarion call to arms was hand-
ieleverly by a full page poem on
42 entitled The Vigilanee Call.
lines suffice for showing the
of the times:

THIE ISINAN L AKS (MIRROR | ARD

“The Ballot-box ls nought! to thes,
'tis wrested from thy power,
Thy fathers purchased it with bleod,
cand lelt it as thy dower,

But villagins of the darkest dye,
have wrested it from thes,
And new stond up g freeman,
or forever band the knee”

Included with several more arti-
cles ware a learmed one en T'he Cali-
fornia Silk Worm; o learjerker on
The Post Qffice; Dog Intellipenee; and
a1 humorous sketch of an Irish school
entifled A Hedge Sebool, A serial,
Ad ventures of  Divkery  Hickleberry,
was siaried to encourage desire for
future numbers. The outhor is not
named but it could well have been
Hutchings. SBeveral poems, of not out:
stonding quality, groced the awedl-
able spoces batween the larger
ilems. The droll humor for which the
English are so well known pervades
thie, the first, and all the succeeding
numbers of Hutchings' California Ma-
Bi=ine,



With the [lrst
started o depoariment,
Table,” thal appeor
each month. In this deporiment b

reglulorly

his fellow Calilornians. He
the noame Irom the Kwuickerf
very successful maogazine p
in New York, Through

deparl

menl the editor of Keicberfoeker hoxd
made his publication vopular with
men of letters. [ i Lawis oy

FOINOT LEWIE &

lord Clark en | Buddineg wr
ers, Altho hiric 1 |
name, he changed the cipeciives

Laler in the coreer i
."!r.rl;hqf_'f!r." Hulf.'jun.::-'- feallowe
bt

DCIrme,

methods GUIve e deparimenl

ancther

Our Social C

The inttial number of Huichings
Califormis Magazine gave 10 the world
the first widespread illustroted pub
||(']"‘.' on fhe wonders of
Valley. For his
first igzue he could nol have zelactad
a more fitting subject to do jusl

fo Califomia and Californians
the Yohom-ite Vallay story. Prev
ious mccounts were Indelinite in des
criplic buried in newspape
columns. The best of these had bean
wrilten by Hutchings tor the Mari-
posa Gazette in Bugust 1855 He sub
sequently published In Oclober 1855
the first sketch of a Yozemite Valley
scene,. | he Gaezeffe hod a limited cir
culmtion bul lartunately his deserip-
tion was reprinfed in the Sam Fran-
cisco Chronicle of August 8,
the Chranicle wers limited ond news-
popers are usually quickly read and

lecid article in his

s cnd

Even

os cuickly destroved. The California

Magazine must have come inlo the
honds of people interesled in Cali
fornia and its development. In later
rumbers odditional llustrated  orti

cles on the Yozemite Valley appear

ed. The scenes illustraoled undoubt-

edly were known to those active in

ez M, 1 T
the moves thal regsyliad the ot
rhich Abranom Lineoln appic
to szt apart “that Cleht ar Gorge
v the Yo Semile Valley

-alitornia uj

rase condit thot the pr
tses shall be held for public 1
sorl, and recrealion, shall be tnall
able for all time . .
+ that Hulchinos

gort” in the

I
S0

i)

I'G
1855

-onclusion o the |

crcle,

The B0 numbers of the Califo
Magazime contoin o wealth of «
temporory information on Califarns
Il is gueled a= ollen os any sou
ot the day. A complete file is
gserved in the librory of the Yosem

Muss

is considersed greater than the pri

which Hulchings reputedly receiv
for his right and title o Hulchin
California Mugazine in June 1861

suit of clothes.
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