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A SIERRA TRAIL

By Gerald O. Mayland

Acrose the stream o deer  tronl
bockons one fo explore. Dense mat-
ure ted firs, straight as a shalt of
lahl, grew to great heights, Stand-
Ing with dignity, thegse irees with
mellow, waathered bark, seem age-
loss, Signs of a trail are disappear-
g as the tress heal the wound
mads by the traill axe. Further on a
whole group of red fir rest on the
ground. The huge crater produced
by the rool system as the tree topples
ls quite large and deep. The roots
are stll clinging to the rocks and
anil that onee was the foundotion
ol the trea, The thick red bark lay
in o loose row along the sides of
lhe fallen giants and here many
voung treess, uniformly hranched,
begin their life,

Snow s refusing to melt in litls
paiches and only o trickle of water
wonders on o join the brock:. The
wind stirs the nsedles on the down-
swept branches of Hr and the =zound
of the brook invadss the solituds
thot has ¢losed in the loresst, The
trail disappedrs and the noisy brook
ig- the guide. Through o clearing
rocks and a knell are cbserved. A

patchwerk of flowers, tiny blossams
that barely clear the ground, pinks,
blues, vellows, and whites, some
platn, others with stripes on their
petals, as il pointed by an artst,
zovera this knoll

Maony birds moke up the forest
chalr, Their song is distant and some-
times overhead. The western toan-
ager, scarlet, yellow and block, is
seen as is the popular robin, Many
sparrows ol different species ore
present, The red-breasted nuthetch
frequents the firs in ssarch of food,

A lonely twisted gnorled pine
grows afop a barren rock, Barely 2
teal in heighi, it seems to challenge
the weather and the wind to unseot
it. The trunk of the tree disappears
o o erevice in the rock, On higher
ground, o shearing off of rock i=
more evident and solid wavy sheeiz
rofl upward te form the maossive
knoll. At the base of the ook o
spring trickles forth to odd ils water
o the brook, Neor the spring meomy
cld fress have fallen. All thal re-
meains of some is a shattered stump
and broken branches; half naked
of bark, they lie solitary oand still.
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now ond lazy liltle pocls of woter
eddy near the roecks. Trout can be
seent in their clear depths. Molon-
less one momeni, they burst [etth
the nexl in o disploy of speed omd
color. Al Hmes the fish stay Hxed in
one position while the slream corries
thelr focd 1o them., & gust of wind in
mid-atterncon  ripples the woter in
the still places. The dend bronch
ol a tree comes crashing down, dis-
lurking the scene. A halt-submerged
log serves os o brides 1o cross: the
gltream,

Scarcely 50 feet from the sheam
grows o startling red flower. Aboul
9 nches high and colorfuliy stoul,
{1 has bellzhaped Howers clasped
abeut lis stem. A holo ol scoles
larma i3 crown— a snow planl so
siriking and so beeutilul, {1 growa
apaort from any of ils own kind, Il is
unuzual lo see o lower with stem
and Dossom all ane color.

The young frees near the stream
howve dned grass ond twigs wedged
in their Hny bronches, The spring
thaw has swept the st-eam bank of
its litter and only the little trees stand
in its poath,

The blue of the sky above, thes
graen of the grass aloneg the siream,
the brown of the matted lorest floon;
and the varled colors of the rocks
in the water ol blend logether o
make g scene resiful to the eye and
calming to the soul,

Farther up the mountain s =
strecm ped long since dry, with only
scnd, gravel and polished rocks to
indicate its path, The trail becomes
diffizult in the dense meanzanita end
brush. Finally i emerges on a high
platecu, so still and fremquil amidst
o paich of wlldilowers, Again the
startling snow plant makes = ap-
pearance ds if fo say [t could only
grow in unusual ferrain. Beouwtiful
voung red lirs grow beneath o tall
remarkable red fir. The bose of the
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free b2 ringed by a moss of o
bark and lorest dull. This podis
earthy brown s about o doot |
The tratl wanders on top as lar «
ridae pe-mitds and descends o
surely,

Under the shode ot a red tir, 1
little grouse chicks are
plump mother grouse, brown
Butf, |8 scwrrmving and whicsin
atirael  allention 1o hersell,
chicks, amid al] thig excitemen|,
to cover, Farther on cmather el
grouse 15 seen protecting her yon
decoying and [luttering, ashe |
her breed to solely in the o
arass near the fems,

The desp armss grows neo
bank of o little brook. So tiny is
brock that the wgrass s ported
meake sure of s course. A
marshy place lies beyond o
swomp onions are found here, The
are liny spikes, minigtures of o
domestic vonery. The hooves
many deer have worn a desp fl
groove M the soft earth of the o
The game btall ascends over soie
rocks. In many places slides hoy
notched thelr impressions an
apilled rock and grovel on the palh
Huge boulders of granite lie in th
bed of sond and gravel. Rounded
cocners, smooth and texlured tops
indicate that the origmal glacial ao
tion has been soltensd by the wind
and waler. An immense boulder, the
shope of o hull of o copsized ship,
seems to divide the trees from the
flowers, A graveyad of treez lies
bevond, Some have lost their crowns
while others appear lo have been
blasied in the middle, lying in criss
cross rows Hke a vast burial plot
Upon the trunk of a standing dead
iree a beautiful, cream colored fung-
us is growlhg, nearly encireling one-
third of the tree at o height of 2 fest,
A tiny chipmunk scompers across o
leg: he seems dlone ond small in his
kingdom of iress. Over o knoll of
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k and manzanilc 1l freeil steng
o down the slope, An old {ores)
preevides o nesy slangd of red fir
b s growing  gracetully  apart
WMo 1hi other. Not confined by closa
Bompany  they clot themselves
Wom their & te their top with
oo, evenly-spacsd bronches.

Two young fowns dart out [om
borcalh on overhonging shelf
ok, | bounds up inlo the bBrush
wnc the other races gwoy down Lhe
Blope ol polished rock. Both as
gl tled as the intruder, Ths fowns
B oot from wiew osthe trail posses
boiwesn two large boulders ond de-
poonds o steep brush-coversd bhank.
Lizcircls mowe hastily oul of the woyr
and o stortled doe houndes cut from
pover and leaps In graceful a-es oul
ol =ight. It atruggle
I keep track of the path ond watch
nature’s children, Down the slops on
@ hil of flat land, meles are digging
their mines. Long rows of hilled =ail
Indicate the work of these miners.

Across the meadow, walled in by
frees, the trail continues. The sun
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lar | |!|I; .
Frilse Solomon sea) grows in o wet,
boggy placs near iress. Lorge aresen
leavas, widely spraced on o husky

Mg fran the blue sky.

-

stern, maokes this a wsloome sight.
Butterfiies and bees seek out the
flowers and the birds sing in the
nearkyy woods, The ol enters o
cortidor of trees, eoch with yellow
green lichen on s bark and bronch-
Frssing through trees the
trad] winds along the tres-lined bank
&l o mounlain sireamn.. Peaceful now
it alides glong o deep channel.
[l must have been o torrent in early
spring, Enlize trees,
in oclump

EH. the

5, ooty slill inlact
ol earth, have slid down
the bank ond all appear o be alive.
Blue daizizs border the trail 10 sunny
2, while fetne clicdse o grow In
lhe shade. A tiny leopard lily, orange
and yellow petals with o spotted
cenfer, grows in o ploce where the
sirecim overflowed s bank, The
trail approaches the opposite bonk
fremm which it began in the merning
and it s it pegary, by
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NOTES FROM MY TUOLUMNE JOURNAL

By Will Neely, Ranger-Naturalist

Conguer a peck? The "congusst”
of Everest, they call it .. . os thouah
one com conguer a peak by scramb-
ling arcund on its top, as thoush
that fly which alights on my table
has conquered il | mmember the
Chinese lable of the monkey who
traveled for maonths across  grecl
plaing until he come o the ploce
where he said the end of the earth
dropped off nlo space and where
tive pillars supportad 1he sky, when
actually he hod besen running
arcund the palm of Buddha's hond
and lound his live lingers. These
little people whe run upon moun-
tins and call themselves mountain-
gers . . . have they, or have their
godagets, their ropes, pitons, expon-
sion belts and jce axes earned (he
credit?

I am alone on the mountain todeay,
one of Tuolumne's mos! regol ond
majestic mountaing, cand | find my-
self wandering along the flanks and
swelling bose, ond then am |ead
upweord over the rocks, for [ hawve
heard of a rare succulent, a Clay-
tonia growing in one of the seepy,
rocky streams hallwey up. But 1
grodually forget about  Claytonisa,
for aork clouds have coms up or
meterialized overhaad and the great
old mountain hos becomie hbigger
angd more somber, and its regal foce
now [rowns inworning. [ seem to be
entering \he gremt woulted hall of
Waotan. Above in the clouds ald Thar
is rumbiing in his beard.

[ climb on, possessed by a glor-
ious, free wildness, going from tock
to rock, over slates and rusty quarl-

zilgs, over compressad, hard, 1
ing layers of old secchotiom s
whose extinel shores cre now
p=d by clouds, whose ancent ful
pooks are now cirgues where glack
eddy and tlow, The summit i bul |
smallest porl of a mounicin, L oo
there goon enough, but must go
ouoin and doewn a ridge whee 1)
wind mighl be blowing with v
more wildnesgs, ond 1 find it ther
singing a mighfy lune, It bredath
of Pacitic air, whose ocean vapor:
are now oy crystals ond  sleet
mists. How fine 1t is to be breathe:
upan by this sharp wind, [ leel I o
being elched.

I work across o narrow ridge and
look down the precipice to the glocie:
and its moraines below, while in the
lee side o flock of rosy finches gaily
flisa across the abyss, their songs
Tinging schoes from the walls, then
like descending snowllakes, they
alight on the glacier ice to feed,

When ot o=t 1 start down to the
meadows foward camp | wonder
why it 15 necessary. Am I going
bock? Must we always go baock to
some p!ﬂfﬂ:—“, fo a camp or lent or
house? Perhaps that is why the sum-
mit has such exaggercied Import-
mnee becouse it represents the turn-
ing kack ploce where one starls
home, But why not let the top be
the heaginbing? All plasss con be
siorting places, cnd where one iz,
iz where one (8 going. A mountoin
climber nowadays is ted by o long
elastic cord to his home base which
sconer or later pulls him in agaln.
But when ong is truly free, one nead



never leagve the mouniain, but con
browse upon i, like a mountain
shesp, up and sideways, always
back, always home, always there

the mountan belng foed and
hemme,

Below the alpine meadows begin,
and [ leave the rocks and follow
the streams inlo the tully alpine
grasses. Waler gurales in litle me-
anders in the sod, and 1 lie down
in the soft grass to walch the drifting
clouds as the storm moves off to the
east. Turning over ond examining
the: meadow al o frog'seve view, ]
discover a patch of the rore snow
willow  (Safiv wivaliny, halt .an inch
high, Few ever see it In Yozemite
for thers are just o tew spots where
it grows, and s finy lea 8 up
through the gravels and grasses and
arclic sedges like little mouse-edrs

—

Dama. M. Lyelland 1ha Lyell Gloiclar
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Among them iz an even rarer plant,
a liftle white flower which hos mi
groted thousands of years ago from
the asctic regions, perhaps from the
Baring Straights. You will not find
its name in any ol the Yosamils
flower lisls, nor even in Jepson's
Flowernyg  Mawes of Califormia, 11 hos
crept in, unnoticsd by most, found
compony with the snow willews and
zettled down to someday surprise
collecting botomists, [ will keep: ifs
oxlatence o saorel

is lang sinee down and 1

Incognite

The sun
wiilk home through the forests in the
dark, not ot all wearied. But [ am
stll  home-bound ond  teed-pound
cnd have not yet leamed to survive
on a dist of rocks and wind o5 the
tichans. Did [ concguer Mt Dana? Did
[l fee] the litle fly crowling on i=
3

lop
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THE 1879 NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
CONVENTION IN YOSEMITE VALLEY

By Richard L. Lehman, Ranger-Naturalist

For two wears, the Hme since ths
last conventian, church and Sundey
scheool leaders from across the Stote
cnd Modion hod locked lorword o
the coming Sunday Scheol Conven-
tion which was to take ploce in the

termed  Yosemite Valley, As  the
month of Juns 18YY nearsed, dele-

gotes to the conwvention converged
towasds Yosemite. From the Eas
a special tain chuffed westward
across the contineni. Froem  Aloska
and Japon missionaries ond dele
gates were arrdving in Sare Frarn-
cisco, Travel from up and down the
State quickened, and by the first
dovs ol June ecarrigoes and horze
tradfic choked the four wagon routes
leading to Yosemite Valley, Dele-
geotes from 23 states and from nearly
all of California’s counties were ar-
Tiving, moesitly in their own convey-
ances.

Yosemilze Vaolley bulged with
people as il never had before, every
gleeping plaoce m hotel and home
lled holia-dozen to the room, dand
evert the atable lofts and sheds
found oceupants. Tenta detted the
vorlley floor and evening complives,
surrounded. by areups of happy
comnpers, brilllantly lluminated the
Yosemite, The svening oir rong with
the mirlh and =ong of the excursion-
ing Sundoy schos| leaders.

As the doy for the apening of {he
convention nearsed, church leaders
arudiously watched for the progress
of the men who were erecting the
chopel in which mony of the assem-
Bly meelings were scheduled to be
held, Work an the wosden structure
hod been under woy since early
in May near the base of the present

Four Mile Traii. All during the oo
rzeding yea~ the Sunday Bchonl A
sembly hod conducled a nation
drive o secure funds to build
firs! church in Yoesemits, and (o
ooeasion for the convention was o
dedicaton of the non-denarmination
al chopel

Al loat, on the evening of the sov
enth of June, Guardian Galen Clark
npened the convention.™ The new
chapel, complete except for celling
and paint, was hilled to overflowing
emnd many listened through the open
doors and windows, After Rev. B
W, Gibson ol Son Francisco formeolly
welcomed the delegotes, they were
frected to Chotouquo vesper ser-
vices omd an address by Rev. Dr |
H. Vincenl of Boston, in charge of
the convention,

The next morning, the eighth of
June, Sunday school was held lor
the first time 0 the Yosemite Chopel,
With eignt noted teachers heoded
by D, Vincent, and 116 pupils from
l& siotes, the first lesson, "The Re-
storotion of the lsraelites,” wos pre-
sented. The chapel was [ormerly
dedicoled ol the moming service
with Rew, Thomas Guord of ok
lemd preaching.

The oliernoon of the dedication
Rev. Dr. Sheldon Joacksen of Denver,
who was head of Indion missions
in Alasko Territory, talked on "The
frzlecs™, For the whole wesk thaot
followed some kind of progrom weas
held in the chapel eacl day and
avening, [0 oddition to the religious
services aond progroms led by o
battery of eminsnt minlsters and lec-
turera, including Rew. Dr. Joseph
Cook and Bishop Matthew Simpson
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Wedritile O

T—-uf Boston, the BRev. Pellz of New
tYork, omd Rev. Dr. Ells, the celebrat-
‘ed Hulchinzon singers [am Lynm,
Mass., cnd g minstrel group fram
Somn Fromeisco petformed, John Muir
k‘wes present as he hod bBeen paid
$100 in advance to give tweo ad-
dresses on glaciction during the
‘convention,

On the evening of June 2. Hew.
Joseph Cock, on orator soid o be
the egual of Donlel Webster, spoke
from the pulpil with great fores, up-
holding the resnding-of-the-earth's
crust concept of the formation of Ye-
semite Vallev. Mulr spoke [allowing
Rev, Cook and, in mild tones, &x-
plained the svidence that the gloc-
fers had left in Yosemite Valley
which he had found in his exploro-
tions. The crowded gudience was
completzly won over by Muir's mom-
ner and quiet logic, The next morn-
ing 200 of the delegates, including

— At Aadities

Rev. Cook, lollowed the goeat no-
turalist to Glacier Point on what was
perhaps the first interpretive excur-
sion in the Yosemile.

During the courze of the conven-
lion, the delegatss had opportunity
to turn sightseers and a good mony
explored the walerfalls, clills and
the Moriposa Grove of Giant Seque-
icrs. However, the dispesition of at
least one church leoder was ad
versely affected by the ruoged roads
of he region Al the ‘tress’ he
evinced the mest vituperate qualities
of temper emd mind in his abuse of
the gentleman who acied a guide:
and. who ought o have given the
clerical offender o sound thrashing
... and he was not the enly onewho
murmnured al every dollar that they
had to expend denouncing
everyona  connected with ey  busi-
ness in Yossmile as lars, swind-
lers, and cheats.”
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On June 15 the convenlion od-
journed to meet later in the menth
at Monterey, and after o few days
the Mariposa Gazette reported "all
the Sundoy schoot marms and chag-
el oralors hove lelt the Valley.”

And although the hubub weok
the convention was soon lorgoth
the Yosemite Chaopel i= sill 1o
seen and s still in use—a mermo
to the Sunday Schoc! Assembly
its conventlon here 76 yaors aoo
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"Galen Clark gives his reacliagn o the consiruchion of tha chopel in the Colilornia Farmer
seema o be almost @ sacrilege o build a charch within the gmndss! of all God's lemples.
it will clearly show |he canimgt between the frail and puny works of man, gz combloesd -
the mighly grandeur and magniticence of the worke of God, ond [ hope it will do gaed,”!

THE CURIOUS COYOTE

By Ronald Bainbridge, Ranger-Naturalist

I am sure thal many have exper-
jenced the plaintive call of the moun-
fain coyote, Perhaps itz dolsful noc
turnal cry makes o bock country
visitor leel the need of putting an-
cther log or so on the complire, Be-
cause of its color - a grizled, greyish,
terwrny hae mary mistakenby foke
the covote lor o gray woll, ol which
thare are probably none lett m Cali
fornic; However, s  appesarance
mare resembles a German shepherd
dog.

A never ending persecution of this
fine rodentdispenssr has made him
shy and coy whenever man is In-
volved, In spite of bounties, (raps,
porsons: and  huners, the covole
geems 1o be holding his own where-
sver wildermness still exists for he
can rapidly adoapd himselt {o ever
changing condilions, The yapping
coyolte. whe stavs his distance al
night, migh!, howsver, tgke o
change and turtively creep inlo your
cemp at down o look around. Why
will they dare o invade the domain
of their worst enemy?

One fine August morning at o

time when most people were
thinking of rising or, at the most, ju:
getting their breckiast fire started,
wos driving in the lower parl of Y
semite Valley., Through the trees o
one side of the road | spied & mo
ture. covote nonchalontly  trettin
along in o path that was porallel &
the progress of the car. [ stopped
only to =zee the coyote stop in hn
tracks, eyeing us all the tims. |
started up ogain ond so did he, As
[ chonaed the speed of the car, his
poce quickened. When I slowed, his
trot also slackened. For well ovar o
mile the co-compomionship of coyvote
and car coniinuad, Flnally, appar-
=ntly  losing interest in the game,
Carp fafrans changed course and
trated Inta the woods,

| doubt that ony love or frust
axisis on the part of the covele as far
as man is concerned, Apparently
this incident indicatzs but ene thing,
like his foe Homao sapiens, the coyole
5 a curious being. [ wander if his
long nose ever proves fo be his
downiall? Curlosity - could kill the
coyole!
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