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[davee that 1 lave wever beard

A song 5o .I'n”'F_] a5 a hird's,

Tl soft daw wot from throat of Dae,
Sintgging a symphony of loge;

A Mewdarelark from nearesd vlod,
Lifling a song in praise of God,

Fthink the siweetest vha fodies

Are wieng by bivds st for the frees,
The T hrash sings mjlr.fh' witl a s veam,
The joy oof cveming i his hewe:
That's wbhy 1 kwow Uve wever beard

A sieng su lovelyas @ bird's.

CHARLES ALBERT HARWELL
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1956 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN YOSEMITE

By W. 1. and Erma Fitzpairick

Tne Arnual Chriglinas Bird Coun)
teiken in and adiocent o Yosermile
Wethonal Park betwsen Bl Porlal (gle-
voation 2000 &) ongd Badygsr Pass
{elevealion 7600 i), and including
Yosemile Vealley was conducted on
December 31, 14856 under 1deal con-
diions. Clear skies, no wind, and
mild temperctures characterized the
deay. Temperalures ranasd lrom 25
to BB with anow being encounsred
only at higher elevalions [n shided
areds.

Sevantesn participanis working in
5 parties recorded 53 specigs ond
2066 individuals. This compored
tavorably with the 1950-1956 ave:r-
age of 5445 species and 2,210 indi-
viduols, A= uwsaal, the ldrger mom-
bers of both species omd individuela
weare seen of lower glevatons in the
vicinity of El Portal, Howsver, the
most unusual observalions  were
those of the unprecedenied numbers
of American Robins seen throughout
the areo and the chservations of
Evening and Pine Grosbeaks which
had net, at least in recent years,
been listed in the Chrisimas count

The detailed count follows: Red-
tailed Hewk, 5 Golden Eogle, 4;

Sparrow Howk 3 Calilornia Qued],
l; Bomdaoiled Pigeon, 189; Mourning
Deave, 8; Pygmy Chwl, 1; Belted King-
hisher, 4 Redshafted Flicker, 14:
Acorn Woodpecksr, 24: Red-hreast
ed bopsucker, 3 Hoiry Woodpeck-
er, o; Downy Weoodpecker, 4 Nui-
tall Woodpecker, |: White-headed
Woodpecker, L; Black Phosks, 7;
Steller Jov, 63; Scrub Jay, 26; M.
Chickades, 106 Plain Titmouse, 18;
Commmeon Bushiil, 76 Red-breasted
Nuthaich, 117 Brown Creeper, |1:
Wran-tl, 7; Water Ouzal, 17: Bewick
Wren, 2; Canyon Wren, 4: Rock
Wren, 3 Colilornia Thrasher, 1:
Americom Roebin, 301; Hermit Thrush,
£; Western Blushird, 2: Townsend
solitaire; 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet,
233 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 40: Hual-
tenn Vireo, 3: Audubon Warkler, 12;
Brewer Blackhird, 5 Purple Finch,
592; Cogsin Finch, 55; Linnet, 30: Pine
Siakln, 28 Lesser Goldfinch, 75:
Spotted Towhsee, 33; Brown Towhee,
42: Lark Sparrew, 150; Rufous-crown-
ed Sparrow, 2: Slate-colored Junco,
1; Oragon Junce, 333; Gombel Sper-
row, 2; Golden-crowned Speorrow,
42; Fox Sparrow. | Song Sporrow,
2; Pine Grosbeck, 6; Evening Gros-
haak, B.
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A RANGER-NATURALIST RETURNS

By Howard H. Cofer. Ranger-Naturalist

Il weas with a great deal of mixed
emations thal we degided to coms
back. My wile hod been with me
when [ was in beld school in Yo-
semite in 194] ond ogain in the
summer of 1842 when | served a=s
ranger-natiralizt,. We hoth
thowght 1t was the most wenderhul
place on earth. But that was 14 and
15 vears ago and we wera net fully
coware  that o ot
occured. To be specilic, wes wars
just theat much older, ond we had 2
bovs age B omd 9 We were not so
{fully aweors of the changes that hod
taken place in Yesemits in the nter
venlng years, We: had only heoard
rumars aboul the ismbly crowded
conditione and, of course, hod reod
“The Shocking Truth Aol Owg
National Pa-ks” by Charles Sleven-
son in the Reader's Digesd,

Tha war hod terminoled my sea-
sonal job with the Park Service ond
it wots one of those things wis Juist
hoadn't gotten bock. A p 1o cen
tral Calilormndos at Christmastine 1955
started us to thinking, "Why didn’

hiod

ol chonges hod

wa ity o get o job s o soosonal
rangsr-naturalist in Yosemite again.”
Aber all, it would be a wonderlul
experience lor the boys: Bo we did

In o wvery short tims Slmﬁ[:T:FEL‘.-
den! Preston inlermed me that “"We
e plensed lo odvise vou that vou
hirve been selecled | . Frirk Mer-
turalist Hubbard! sent o tushel' af
special lssues of Noture Naotes, os
wall as a lot ol other pertinent mo-
terial akboul the porks. I was dumb-
tounded to realize how much [ had
forgotten about the Hora and founo
and the natural lzatures of Yosemite,
But alter studying at svery cppertun-
1y, the day soen arrived when | was
Irvlng on a new untform at Merced
It wers interssling lo cofflpare prices
poidd in 1942 with 1936 ond alzo
waistbond medgsuremenis, Both had
inereased considerably.

Finally, en June 2Znd we wera
driving up the Msemced Canyon to-
ward Arch Bock Entrance Station,
The jemporarily repmred sedlons
ot the rood were the lirst evidencas
of llood domage which had besn

g
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done during the previcus December.
The sign ot the eénirance station said
33 ond we recalled thet In 1942 1 hod
bBeen B2, The rangsr on duly express-
ed the soame courteous aHitude thot
had been tought to us bock in 1541
o 1942,

Prior to our leaving home we had
lor wesks fold cur boys what they
could expect to see In Yosemile. Bo
as we drove on up the road we were
all lecking for points that we could
recognize. Sure enough, there wos
Cascode Fall bounding down with
lots of volume, [ollowed in a few
minutes by o wonderful view of
Bridalvail Fall. Then the bovs rec
ognized El Capitan. To my wife and
| the meadows did not seem to be in
as much evidence as they should
cined when we went trom the musesum
Iy Comp 19 we were completely lost,
W lound il |ater that the old read
whor e Lo ke hoed beon relocoted

Frespny everronssy Ml mescredeswe Loy crvesthnoo

the mamoriaa w

e had of 1841 In Yosemits

There were several changes in
Camp 19, First, the {ents were white
inatead ol brown, and there were
permangnt tent Iromes on concrete
foundotions. The eld feld school tent
platforma were gone. The most un-
familiar structure o us was on old
Army surplus portable machine shop
which hod been converted info «
"bear batile.,” Were we 1o balisve
the days of the "hear bax' suspend-
ed belween two itress were over?
Sure encugh, this menstrosity wos
i protect our bacen and  other
perishables from Bruin. Because of
laat winter's flood, the old weood
burning stoves had been condemmnead
and we [ound brond spanking new
sioves,

The Old Villaga, with itz grocery
store, looked much the same but as
we purchased our groceries there
wora nostalgia for the prices of 1947,
I cnse

iil,  they

hod  just albong
bt aal |

e alory ol



doubled also. Some ligures on a lew
olhsr items are revealing, and mery
be of interest for example. pukl
catlons for sale at the "The
Aute Tour of Yosemite Valley” wos
[0z, now 25c: "' 101 Wildflowers” was
2o, Common Wildlleweres™') now
aoe: Meatthes' "Geologic History of
Yozemile Valley,” Professional Fo
per 160, was §1.75, now §5.25 Of
course, we were aware ol the level
of today's prices; we simply found i
interesting to recall whet things were
like in 1942,

Californions know that it seldom,
il ever, rains in Yosemile Valley duw
ing the summer months, | cannot re-
call a single drop during 1942, But
wa had the unusucal this summer. It
rained several days the last lwo
weeks in July ond guite often about
medl fime in the evening we would
hear the roar of Yosemite Falls in-
crease and everybody would go out
lo see il pouring a tremendous vol-
ume of muddy water. Also; the Mer
oced Hiver lluctuoted up ond down
about two feet each day during this

TLESELLITI.

| remember
Lake when i

Mirror
i ke in
which beautilul reflections could be
saen. As is true with all iokes having
sedimenbocarnying slreqams:
posit their materials Into them, Mirror
Lake is disappearingg. I i

with athers,

really was a

which de-

The Hoods of
1950 and 1955 greatly Increased the
deposiis In the lake, Many of us are
aod ot iis passing but on the other
hand 1t is just as interesting to unde:r-
stand the nalural sequence of evernls
that couse lakes o disaoppear as it
Iz 1o ax the beauttful reflec-
tiems, The type of change thal sod-
dens me is that Brought about by the
presenee of thoughlless people who
use  (he

areas  insteod  of

ol =]

parks a8 resort
lha
areas which they are

The number of visitors which
inta ¥Yoeemite in the sumr

irisnirotionol

IR

ner of 1942

SUTF other things sesmed not bo change

wos around 195,000, There were
remgers and 10 on the naturalist stall
summer there weare around
TOB.000 visitors 1o Yosemile with Y8
romgers ard 23 an the naturalist stall
These [loures show an increase of
gpproxtmately  50%  in combined
ranger ond noturalist  personnet
while the number of visitors has in
cragsed over 263% . This year there
3 ranger-natualists eqch at Tu
olumne, Mariposa Grove, and Gla-
cier Paimnt, where In 1942 thers waos
anly | at each of these outposts.
Where we used 1o give talks al
14 nightly, and occosionally
al the old Lodge, Camp Cusry, and
trrlks were
given nightly at Coamps 7 and 14,
tha new Lodas, and twice weekly
al the Ahwahnee. The rongers acted
emonies then and
the

i his

Ware

LAImp

the Ahwahriee, this yeor

as mozter of e

the ronger-noturalists

IOV e



i Thinlk 1
e oo if omd 1 oo osure hun

ave nedara me

have

Mevorihioless,
Bticns abo
e o
R

Cne of the most popular lsatures
i
BRIy

[ went through the
onoe g week all sum
v otruthtully soy that |

1942 summer, and ler
dicin derm-
ity irt which Tabuce and Lucy
el Leemes parlicipated, I
Wor inleresting to work with them,
Bul the Indions are no lenger with

ws the [n
i

un and 1 felt lost in atempting 1o 1s]]

e visitors about [ndion cus

o cer res without the Indions,

In 1942 T was lucky encugh fo
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i relrestloary, Sucdy o b oo
Mireor Lake, Hoppy [=las, o
Curry. This was o new and
ovoil the ronger-neturalisis o
as many of the park visitors o,
sible. Il was on a trial be
semite but experience thus for
catas its desirability.

Well, how did we {ore this
mer after all this lapse of tnes
me the Hme litsrally flew. It w
fine sttt with which o watk

O “triende’! wemn renawesd thes progrom was  vary  efici
praanized so that soch hoad an

High Sicrra. This was very pleasant  portunity 1o work in the field o
recding indeed, angd nicght this special interest
summer while Asiociale Park HNao Thig yvear the Tunicr Ranasr
turalist Glenn Gallison was giving grom was samething new of infer
e illustrated talk on tishing in Yoo o us becouse our bove otte
semile, whot should | see on the ond each ranger-noturalist 1ock
gcroen bul o fine string ol beautlful  turn working with this group |
irout which were cought by 3 mem-  week., The minds of our children
bers of our 194] figld school closs  fartile fields in which to planl
and whizch [ had helped eat. Yum, love of things natural and 4o inss
vum! By the way, the limit at thal the |dea of their conservation.

time was 20 fish or ten pounds ond Az for the cenditicris referred
one ligh, while today it is 10 fish or  in the Readir's Digest article, w
ten pounds and one iish. found them to be pretty much U

Whan not busy qiving tolks at the  tmath. The National Pork Service
museum, of conducting nature walks  doing the best it can under prese::
or all day hikes, this vear the rang- conditicns and is moking long ranag
er-noturalists. were given speclal  plans for improvements undsr o
duty which involved 'contoct” as- MISSION 66 program.. You will |
signments al various areas ol visitor  hearing more ahout this later

THE SIERRA

The Sierra, the Siarra, the ronges af
light
Green flowering meadows, deer
terking flight
Foresis dark, somber, and still
The cry of the marmat so loud and
so ahrill
Roaring siream through rocky Vul
cans forge
The granite and snow ever =0 white
The Sierra, the Sierra, the ronge of
light.
By George E. Heinschn
Museum Assisiomt




A NEW MUSEUM EXHIBIT

By Elbert M. Brock, Museum Assistant

&1 new animal
okt wos added o the Yosemite
Mluncun. The exhioll conlging 24
Biintor casts of animal tracks: Tl
in | made i the Held where
e oloster poured  Inte the
Wick. For each trock thers 15 o cor-
Bponding picture of the animal thaot
Woclo the prind. The tacks are nof
Wecossorily locoled by the plclures
ol e rnimale o which they belong.
Wi digplay wired as o
forin <in wal gane
probably familiar to many of the
frooent-day children. Eocl
boord hog twoe cords with which 1o

[{ the pointer ot the

WIS

berrrad 15 sa

which s

eler]-

sehon]

plery the game.
o of one cord iz placed By o metal
butlon beside the pleture of cn anl-
poirler
on the metal bufon next to the cor
teeponding rock, o light bulb ot the

mal, and lhe olhes plooed

top of the board will light, 1l the in-
gl traack is chogen the bulb will
not light,

The cin

Iy divides

lg reprezenied are even.
i g three  disploy
boords so that the ihest numbar
of children con play al any one
The exhiblt hos proved
(RERT ] l._.'."l.ln"fl": ri;

Il

gre

5 k=

popular as a game for
] e child holds the pointer by
the plcture, the sacond child trles to
lind the trock. When this has been
icne, the children move o the next
board where they lrade
BAdulie, too, [ind this exhibit inte

cw the children out

pallions
L1

ing arnd allen ell
ot the gome,
The anfmal

ool by Mrs

fracks;, which we
My WL
mammeals  {ound

Pl':_lk..

Hood, o

i}

withir
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Yozemite Nation
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HIGH ALTITUDE BLACE OAES
By Richard L. Lehmon, Ranger-Naturallsi
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TAKE-HOME PAY

Mar dellars nes centa will ever stay

So Jong s this —my take-home poy.

A mouniain meadow in Horal Hom-
boyonoes,

Medicine mele for wordly onnoy-
T

The sweet pungency of sugar pins
dust,

Bomn o swishing crosscut's thrust

Friendly camptires, large and small,

Measl with music, some good, some

not al all,

Alpan afow on Done's brow,

Then down Uoniness' scree we plow:

Tha rich twilighl hoe ol sequoios
alrond,

Lasl tothe modding mid-day throneg,

The hurning sves of 2 midnight coon

auahl in the beam of o mon mads
Talatalol

Cassiop's bells rngmmg loud and
alrong,

If not with sound, then o sweelsr
&I

Ol joy that only those moy know

Who on o mountain's  shouldscs
oW,

Surh pleasant houghts will ever
play

On memTy's stoge — my lake-home
Ly,

By Drick Weson,
Hemaer-MNaturalist
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