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THE DISCOVERERS OF YOSEMITE

By Neil R. Bassett, Ranger-Naturalist

Tao those interested In Yosemite
srie the eorly story of the valley is
ell known. They know how the
tehistoric Indian tribes were deci-
iated by war and diseass, how they
fspersed, and generations  later
bere gathered together by Chief
enaya to be brousht o the valley
I the Ahwahnee. They were pres-
int, then, when Captain Joseph Red-
leford Walker, in October 1833,
soid o expedition across the Sierra
route fo the Pacific. His route
as probably along the ridge sep-
ating the Merced and Tuolumne
fvar valleys, and members of his
brty may have looked down into
lesemite Valley. Interest in the val-
gy oi that time must hove besn neg-
ible, howswver,

Ancther record of discovery, ond
& one which is regorded as ths
fectlve discovery, is that of the
pming of Major James D, Savage's
doriposa Bottalion in Marmch 1831
itering the valley neor Inspiration
pint, they were In pursuit of Indicns
BWhich had bul o short Hme before
fided and plundered his property
n the Merced and that of other
pitlers in the Southern Mines areo,
I the absence of material to the con-
v, Sovage ond his men appear
5 have been the first non-Indicns to

James D.- Bovage

set foot on the valley floor.

Less well known is the appear-
crce of the diary of William Penn
Abranms about ten vears ago. Thers
iz ewvery reascn (o belisve in ifs au-
thenticity and it reveals that in Oe-
lcber 1849, two vears hefore Sov-
age’s explorations, Abroms and his
friend 1. N. Reamer accidenially
gaw the valley from the south rim;
probably from near Inspiration Point
ahowve the present Waowaono Tunnel,
He says In part {transcribed as orig-
inally written):

"Dzt 18th, Returned to B.F. after visit
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to Savoge property on Merced River,
Prospeciz none oo gooed for a mill.
sovage iz a blasphemous fellow
who hos live sguaws for wives for
which he takes his cutherity from
the Scriptures. While of Boavaoge's,
Reame: and [ saw grzzly trocks
and went out o hunt him down get-
ting lost in the mountains ond ol
refurning unti] the following svening,
found our way to comp over an In:
dicn trail thetl lead post o valley
enclosed by stupendous cliffs dsing
perhaps 3000 {zel {rom their boss
cnd which gave us couse for won-
der. Not for off o woterfall dropped
fromm a cliff below three jogged
peaks into the wvalley while farther
beyvond o rounded meountoin stood,
the valley side of which loocked os
though it had been sliced with o
knife gs one would slice a loaf of
bread and which Reamer cnd I call-
ed the Rook of Ages.”

Thers zeems to be no doubt that
Abrams described Bridalveil Fall,
Cathedrml Rocks and Half Dorme:
The actual discovery date is ohacure
since no enifrlies were mode from
October 7 te 17, Evidently ks did not
descend to the valley floor,

Born In Sanborton, New Heamp
shire in 1820, William Penn Abrams
bezgan his dicry in 1839 at the ooge
ot 19, but enly five wvolumss hove
survived the vegrs. Most of the
pages ara in ink, although some are
in pencil traced over with ink, indi-
catinig thot perhaps ink moy nol al-
vays haove bheen availabls. The
page with the Yosemite Valley des-
cription was nod traced over but 13 in
the same handwriling oz the inked
pages oand penciled notations
throughout,

Abroms retained the family ocou-
paton by becoming a millwright. He
was employed In that coapacity for
about 10 vears, beginning in 1839,
in Gainsville, A&labama, with time

g
jat ML

Wiliiam P, Abroama

out for o trip o Cuba and anoth

back to Mew Hompshize to be ma
ried. When news ol Marshall’'s i

coverv of gold reoched him in Al
bama, he and Reamer traveled |

California vig the [sthmuas of Fa
namea and by hoat to San Francizc

arriving August 14, 1849, The iy
losted 3 monthe ond 3 davs ao

entailed the [sthmus on foot and by
coanoe, From San Francisco  they
wenl to Stockion and thence to th

Stanislous  River gold operation

Being in on unprofilable region fo
millwrights their stay was brief ond
they retumed to Stocktion to work ¢

carpentering untl senl up the Mer
ced River fo investigaote mill sitss
Cm thia trip the two friends mead
their discovery of Yosemile Villey,




YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES 34

{s& not impeossible that others
the valley before him ond after
lker's trip through the oreo, nor
1t dilficult to imagine thal some
the thousands of miners and trad-
from the Southern Minss chserv-
these "stupendous cliffs.” I so,
o unfortunate that they did not
rd their travels, It is hoped thod
re study con be mads of the Ab-
g dota ond reported further in
Nature Nofes.

AN INDIAN THANKSGIVING
By Estella Falla

For davs we noted the annual In-
of Poiutes coming to Yosemile,
ls wos in September of 1911, as [
I, They were coming “over the
unfain' — that is, from the Ne-
da side of the Slerra, around Maono
ke, then over the steep climb of
W Tiooo Pass to Lake Tenova, then
wn o stesp, short, secrel {rail
hich come out at Mirror Lake, the
sl gate of the Yosemite: These In-
loins come in groups of two or more
milies, all walking, except thal now
d then a small child was given a
| oni the back of a hurme or pony
tecady loden with sacks of pins
tg, It wos an cannual ceremony,
e few pomies ond burros ond
ey of the Indion weomen carried
e pine mis to be fraded lor acems
hich were profuse in Yosamits,

In previous years, a3 sson as they
irived  in Yosemils, the women
ome o Saller's General Store to
¥all their bazkets., Az bockkesper for
Whe store and becauss T had more
pc'i~1~e than the men al~rls, [ did
‘.-‘Ihr-_w bBuviny - one boskat ab o time,

sach one pald lor in silver dollars
a3 purchosed. But this year, the
basketas wers not brought in immed-
lately on armrival, The comp on the
Indian Creck grew daily from the
uszual forty 1o fifty Indions, and we
noted members of other sections
coming in over the Wowona, El
Paortal, cmd Big Cak Flat Roods until
the camp grew to ahout 300,
Nightly, the usual "hand game”
was ployed o dozen or more In-
dians of both sexes sitting cross-

legged on the ground on either side
aof o low-burning bonfire playing a
form ef our "Up! Jenkins', blonksts
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spraad coress their laps to take the
place of tables. These games would
last until two or three o'clock in the
merning. A=z a player hecome tired,
he lay down where he was, his feat
loward the fire and took a shert nap,
then rejoined the game,

Aler closing hours, about sleven
ut night, we offen went to the camp
to woatch the gambling. We could
throw In a quarter or half dollar i
we liked on the blomket on what we
guessed might be the winning side.
A= the gamesters lost, one by cne
they rushed io the store to sell their
boskets.

The Indian camp with its wma-
chas made of bark in the stvle ol a
lepes, its tents and its chuck-gha, ol
ways held o faseination for me. The
chuck-ahs  especially interested me
<3 [ had watched Teleucie Tellez and
her sister moke one. Then gentle
Lucy waos an especially good friend
cnd the best basket maksr among
the Palutes, with Emmea Murphy o
close second.

Four streng saplings were lirmly
planted In the ground in the form of
a fourdoot square to start the chuck
ahs. These were kept bare for mon
than 4 fest above the ground, ihi
being then the usugl snow level ling
Heavy cord wos woven around th
posts akove the snow lins in guch
waty that a thick wall of pine needle
sharp points down, wos  wove
through up o distance of about 4 foel
A suitable base was built m th
chuck-ah, the bottom bristling wi:l
pine needles pointing downward, |
thiz container were stored the acor
ond other nuts to be used os foo
saie from the marouding sguirrel:
The lop was Hnished off with bo!
to shed the roin, In the cose of
grnall chuck-ah, an inverted washhel
served as o rock,

One thing that had alwoys puzzle
me at the caomp was a barbed wir
fenice that fenced in nothing, It wo
near the Indiem Cresk, about 300 fee
long, its four strands of barbed wirs
held up by tree limbs used as fenc
posts,

Typieal dwelling or wmo-cha used in the Yoremile arec.
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- One doy Old Mary, whese picture
Ippears in many of the Yosemite
coks written at the time, happily
Ind secretively sought me out when
L was alone in the office. The camp
fos full of Indicns ond 1 supposed
g was happy over the grond re-

| She bent over me as [ sat end
thispersd, "Tomorrow, make acom
read. You come''.
- "Whare, Mary?"

"By river near Nick's camp. Other
ay. You see. Plenty Indian there.
hree O'clock.”

Of course, I promised to come, The
iree or lour women clerks in the
ore thought it would be o fine ldea
0 go along, too, and | had & hord
me making them understand thet
ey hod not been invited. It they
tashed he party, 1 would not go.

All the way to the tiver, 1 kept a
pokout 1o see [ was not followed.

- Mary was locking for me when 1
rrived. She came o me and led me
8 a large, comiortable stone where
L was te sit, focing the fire which
oz burning about 20 lect in front
f me. To mwv left, sitting on the
round in o group, were 300 Indiong
nd their well-behaved, quiet chil-
rem. To my right ran the Merced

iven the seat of honor where [ could
e evervihing, And [ sat alons
¥here everyone could see me.

| had wanted to bring pencil, pad,
_d camera {o loke noles and pic
es but knew [ must just sit and
atch omd say nothing, It did not
ecur to me o qsk permizsion to take
lctures.

As the fire burned, three reunded
ks about 6 or 7 inches in diameter
yers laid on it to heat. I noticed that
iree river sand piles hod been loid
o tow, then bordered with small
pebbles. It sesems to me thai the
inter, where the fire burned was

bordered in g squore about lwe leat
in digmeter. While to the right and
left as I foced them, the piles were
bardered in the form of a circle, each
about two feet In dicmeter, and all
very symmetrical and artistic in ap-
pearance. In the circle o the right
ol the fire az | faced 11, imbedded in
the leveled sand which was about
four inches deep, wos a large Indian
basket about 18 inches in diometer
at the {op and about six inches at
the bose ond ahout 18 inches in
height. It was a very beautitul, very
old bosket of Palute maks.

The sond in the circle to the leh
hod alzo been leveled lo about four
inches, cnd on this sand waos piled
several inches of acom meal,

The ceremony began.

An Indion womean earried a basket
water jug to the river oand filled it,
returning to the cocking baskst into
which the man in attendanece poured
the water. Another Indion womaon
had alrsady brought a water jug full
of weater to the Indian mem squatiing
by the circle of meal, and he gently
poured the water over the meal to
leach it, The Indion man ot the fire
kept it at the low flams:

When the meal wos properly
leached of itz bitter taste, the Indian
who had baen by the cooking hos-
kel, tock o foirsized basket and
tillecl it with the doamp meal, then
poursd it inte the cocking basket,
slitring it with o stick. The Indian
at the fire then tock two short, stoul
tree limbs aboul 1¥3" in digmeter,
sach with an  upward  growing
bronch cut off to make o heok, With
these wooden tongs, he lifted o hot
stone from the [ire, placed it in the
cooking basket, cnd | could =ee
steam begin to Hse.

The man al the meal circle con-
tinued to leach, on Indion woman
keeping him supplied with river wa-
ter.



Then, tha man at the tire used his

tonaa to lift the cooled stone from
the cocking basket and replaced it

haot one, By the time the third
pped in, the mixture in
the boskat was boiling, 1 could s
bubbling from my seat [ was
gxcited, it was hard lor me o keep
a calm exterier, | wanted to run down
cloze io see the boiling al cloze
range. T was also loo excited to time
the cooking, bul scon three Indian
womern, &ach corrying wha  we
called o Klamerth Sguaw cap, o vary
flexible basket about seven or eight

willh a

| dicrmeter and almost Lo
tall, came te the cooki
bBasket, Whean the mixture was do

[ndicn mem ot the o }
d up o smoll b

inchzg |

inches

Wi

Eo

mixture into ench sgquow cop.
Indicn woman squeezed two edg
of her cop logether and hurried o
rock ledge in o bend of the river o
ol the cumrent, omd turned the co
tents of her cap over the {lat rock t
ke cooled by the gantly Howing woter
which washsd over il. The glutinous
loaves held their shope and wers
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boul elghl inches long and three
_' hes in diogmeler. Az the logves
were laid on the rock, the squow
t1ns wers rinsed in the river, ond
he women hurried back to the cook-
g basket for other loaves, When the
coking basket wos empty, the pro-
bes was repeated over and cver.
fiver water wos ogoin put in the
gsket, then meol, then a hol rock.
Al this distant time | do not recall
, many hol rocks weré required
b coock eoch balch ol bread, But |
o recall my disappointment af the
ine discordont note. As the bread
ooled on the stong, the looves weare
ectly loid in new galvanized wash
z. Even in 1911, there were no
uge boazkats in which to pack them.
It was almost sundown when the
le was over. No one had spoken a
vord. | wondered about the mean-
hg of the circles and the squores, [
isked no questions. The Indians had
robably lost the answers | wanied.
When the cooking was over ond
tubs fllled, Mary brought o loaf
me, wrapped i o newspoper.
ach tub of bread was corried by
wo Indion women, ond since we
were in the rear, we weare the last to
0. Mary was happy.
Fou ka7
"Vary much.”
We said little as we I=lt the tiver
pgether to reach the rood leading
o the villoge, When we came to the
pad, we lurned left a short distance
before we came lo the Indian Creek.
en we came to the creek, Mary
iriied right as she said "Good-byel
hod hoped to be asked to the feast
yhich would fellow, for locking up
he Cresk [ could see fo what use the
puzzling barbed wire fende was put.
| believe there was a dressed wild
pigeon on every barb. Wild ploesns
game to Yosemite by the thousands
ach year. The Indians must have
wnared them, for certainly no one
hod heord o shot. At the store we all

trsted the unsalted, alulinous bread,
net bead,

That night at sight the big pow-
wow was held, It siarted with the
princlpal men of the ribes, about 20
men, sitting in o circle around the
low burning hontire, A larger circle
of the rest of the men sat outside the
inner circle and then the Indian
women stood or sot at the back. The
tourists stood at the fromt.

It begon with o speech by the Chief
of the Yosamites. As he spoks, I
thought that any speech student
could hove taken lessons from his
eloguenca, Quietly, the modulations
of his voice, his rheloric pauses, his
few eloguent gestures, conveyed his
meaning te us, although we did not
understaond his loanguoge, and we
evan got the drift of his humor. For
an hour he held white and Indlom
alike during his speech.

The circles broke up ond the dane-
ing began — the deer hunting dance,
the courling donce where young
people mode known their prefer-
ences in huskends cmd wives, and
many other dances. The next doy
the trek reverzed itsell, going back
"ewer the mountain” to the deserts
of Nevada, owver the Wowona, El
Portal, cnd Blg Oagk Flat Roods 1o
the deserts and plains of California,

(Juiet settled down for the fall and
winter with Salar's Store at one end,
the Senlinel Hotel ot the other end
of the blocklong village on one side
of the strest, and focing Salter's,
Degnan's home, ond bakery at one
end and the Cedar Cottage, so called
hecouse of the cedar tree which grew
through one of its rooms, at the other
with picture studios, the post office,
dance povilion, Wells Forga Ex-
press, Yosemite Valley Transporta-
tion Co:, and o meat morket Hlling
in the spoces between,

Thiz cld villoge lives only in the
memories of the oldtmers for pro-
gress hos gwept il owoy, Thers are
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no more aoorn breod rites, no maore
pDW—WD“NS.

But in the wveoar 1911, when we
gettlead down to the everydoy rou-
tine following the pow-wow, [ thought
of the immense amount of work this
reunion had entailed. All summer
1 had watched Old Moy and the
children race the squirrels in gather-
ing the acoms from the ground, Al
the compground [ had sesn Old
Lucy (not the bkasket maker) carried
to o blankst spread in the sun on
the ground whers all deay she hulled
acorns with her teeth. She was 108
vears old, but she had all her front
teath, of least, although they were
worn 1o haolf their length, Later [ hod
s=en the yvoungsr women grind dry
acorns to o meal at the Indion Rock
whose surfoce wos covered with
holes mads by centures of Indians
using long stones as pestles, the huge
stone resemblitg o beshive of mor-
tars where a dozen women could
work ot o time.

Looking back, I have been wery

grateful (o my Indlon friends who in
vited me lo wiiness the rite of thonks
giving for the harvest, the making ol
the acorn bBread, pechops the lood
held in California. The Indicms have
since been moved about g mile we
where those working for the advern
merl lve in houses supplied will
electric lomps, refrigerotors o0l
somelimes with washing machin

I know they must misa the music
the Indicn Creek, as it gurgles o
rusghing way to the Merced.

In 1952, 1 went to Yosemile e
looked up Teleucie, When she o
swerad my knock, she did nol re
Ognize me,

"This itz Estelle,” [ sadd, “remen
ber? A long time ago."”

"Oh, Estella!, she sald and put
her arms around me, laying b
chesk to mine. Then she took niv
feiee in her hands, ond 1 could =00
her sight had fagiled. Then, disno,
pointedly, “Ch, so old!" Recoverin
hersell, she ltughed and addesd "M
fon!l” Wea had hoth been rerther youna
women when last we hod ported,

EDITOR'S NOTE-Estella Falls has aupplied this Interesiing oand humon sty of the Indioon
af the Yozemile arex from her obsersations durlng a perisd when the Miwok Indian ocaltios
atlll exlsted, She wae bom ia 1875 ln Tres Pihes, San Benile Coundy, California. Her fether w
Britizh, born an the island of Guemnsey. Her mother was bort in Mesico ity of o Maxio
mother ond « Spanish father whe woaa the son of & repressnigtive of Spain ot the ocour
Emperer Moximilion, When Maximilion was exaculed (1887}, the swamen of the family fad 11
Maxico 1o Jan Francisos, where Eslella's parants met,

Estelior sludied 1o bea teacher slarting «f Son Jose Normol bol controsted ubereulasis ool
Jater ohiglned her jescher's ceriificate In log Angeles Counly. Becousa of TB sha conld o0
teach ond beld many jebe through her werking veors. In 1902 she spent o month camping o
Yosemite and the lollowing year fetummed 1o work os beckkesper and Assistani Postmaster o
Saller's Store from 1910 o 1914. Thess she described as tha happiest years of her life. She wi
fascinatad with the Indigng, stoge drivers, wocdchoppars and visitars who cxave inte he slo

Beoause of her winning personalily she wos exiremely popular wherever she went S
won the confidence of the Indians. Belng abservonl and kesnly intersslad in her surrounding
she wae able 1o record her expetiences.

Today Mise Falls lives in an Eastern Star Home in Loz Angelss. Trespile her 8] years she w
posseesad with o keen memory. She hoa drown from her diory this interesting page in her 1l
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Mational Porks, The - What They Mean to You and Me. - Trldan (paper 1.15
Qutdeor Hozords - Real and Fancied - Hood ... 425
Pork Ranger - Colby i 1.45
Starr's Guide to John Muir Troil ond Hegh Sierra 2.20
‘Waterfalls, Fomous, of the World - Brockmen 60
Wildlife in Cobor - Peterson e 400
Yosemite Story, The - Scott i . 120

IMAL LIFE

Animal Trocks, Field Guide !q i e e - _ 410
Birds of Pocific Stotes - Hoftmon 5.35
Birds, Weastern, Fleld Gulde ta - Petersnn 4.0
Bircls of Yosemite - Stebhirs Al < B5
Fishes of Yosemite Mational Fark . 45
Maommals, Field Guide to - Burt and Crossenhal . 410
Mommals’ of Yesemite Motioral Pork - Porker S0
Reptifes and Amphibions of Yosemite Motional Par 40
Survey of Sierra Mevaodo Bighorn - Jones &0

E5 AND FLOWERS

Broodieovad Trees of Yosemite MNotiomal Park - Brockman ... AL e L L O, 1
Cone-bearing Trees of Yosemite Maticnal Pcurk. - Cobe Lo T
Flowers of Coost ond Sierra = Clements .. e et -

Sequoias, Yosamite, Guide to the - McFariand .
Trees of rosemite - Tresidder ond Hoss ...

Wildflowers, Comman, of Yozemite - E-Euﬂv, Hnrw:ll ‘and Cale A0
‘Wildflowers, Western, Field Book of - Armstrong e o A5
TORY AMD INDIAMS

Gald, Guns and Ghost Towns - Chalfost . 3,80
|1'I.|:|||:|ﬂf. Yosemite, Yesterdoy and Todoy - Gm:ihe'.r 4]
Miwok Materiol Culfura - I.Iurr\ﬁ'I'f and Gifford 2.2%
Mother Lode Country, Guide to the - Srockmaon .. -]
Qe Thousand Cafifornio Place Momes = Gudde ... ... 1.15
Steve Maother of the Moficnal Parks - Slmrrqursd 4.30
Wildermess World of John Muir, The - Teale 480
Yosemite's Pioneer Cahins - LII'.\u'I‘1r.L A5
¥osemite: The Stery of An ldea - Huth . . M

LOGY AND MAPS

An Niustrated Guide to Common Rocks - Allon ond Brown . o . i85
Gaologic History of Yosemite 'lf"vulltsr [Prﬂﬁﬂnlm‘lﬂ F‘apzr 'Iﬁl}:l - Matthes |

Genlogy of Yosemite Wolley, Brief Story of - 20
High Sierro Comp Areas, Pocket Guide to if_‘lnrkl By
High Sierrg Comp Areas, Trail Guide to (Clark) . 1.140
How To Koow the Minerols ond Rocks - Feorl ! S0
Incomparabie Valley, The - Matthes {cloth] . L L T 410
Incomparable 'l.."ullﬂr The - MaHhES (RORECT o o o T 2.15
Mop of Yosemite Matlonal Pork, Topsgraphic .. A5
Mop of Yosemite Valley, Tau-:.-grar:huc shaded (geology story printed on backl ... AT -
Moo af Yosemite Valloy, Topagraphic, urshoded {gealsgy stary prlnred on bnr.kh enliisunsey 80
Morth Country. of Yosemito, Pocket Guide to (Clark) (paperl oo a5
Marth Country of Yosemite, Trail Guide ta {Clark) ... ... LS S N [+ ]
Rocks and Minarals of Coliformia - Allgn ond Brown ... IO . 298
Sewuth Boundary Country, Pocket Guide to [Clark) ... HHHss SR s - S st
Sauth Boundory Counfry, Trail Guide to (Clark) ... NN it e e e 1.10
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A Day With Tupi, An Indian Boy of the Slerro {poper)
& Day With Tupi, An Indion Boy of Tha Siwrra tbuckmm]
Animal Friends of the Sierra (paper)
Mnimal Frieds of the Sierrn [bockram) .
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