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IDYL OF A SUMMER DAY IN THE YOSEMITE SIERRA

By George E, Heinsohn, Museurn Assistant

The places that we have known
t=long now only to the lidle world
! space on which we map them
L our own fonvenience. MNons of
t=m wds ever mors than g thin

= held between the conligusus
soprassions thot composed gur lite
oo tnat time; remembrance of o poar-
oular form iz but regret for o par-

ior moment: and housss roods,
—enues ore os fugitive, olas, as
= years.,” Thus pletured by Margel
Froust in the closing lines of Swane's
Tuy is the dynomic stote of our-
=_Ves and our universe. Impres-
=na, fleeting glimpeses of a pleo-
= irable day zpent womdering over a
Seerron trail, 1s whet [ am gbout to
sizmpt o incompletely recapturs,

Cne cool, glear Sunday morning
o August, o friend and | siorted out
zn the Harden Lake Tradl from a
ampground twe  miles beyvond
‘White Wolf for Smith Meadow ond
“aak. Arrlving at Harden Lake in the
20l of the meorning we found o par-
1dize for birds. Hers along the loks
shore could be seen the vallow
zrms of Calaveros warblers flitting
among the tress, o cresper wander-
na up the trunk of a lodoepols pine
sicking insects out of the boatk, fy
catchers darling out of the trees
waoking intricate momeuvers through
the air in their eforts to catch flying

insects, blackbirds  feeding along
the marshy laks shore, o whits
headed woodpecker husily ot work
on o lodgepole pine; and swallows
flving in the sunlight over the surfoce
of the lake giving chase to insects.
Cut in the lake frout would ocoos
ionally flip in the water, while on
the oppesite shore g fishermean was
at work tryving hisg luck, On the
ground numsrous chipmunks ond
golden mantled ground souirrels
were busily gothering seeasz  and
oats spilled in the corral area usad
sarlier in the summer, and stuffing
their chesk pouches unti! they looked
as theush they had o bhad cose of
murmps. Instead of the olmost ohss-
lute silence which one occasionally
finds in the deep forests or ot high
altitudes, there was o steady bock-
ground hum of bees and {lies ghove
which could be heard the other
noises of the torest, the nervous
twitter of o chipmunk, the ropping
of o woodpecker's hard bhill on o
iree; the song of a bird, or the splash
of a fish. This overlying hum could
be heard in all the meodows we
visited that day where bees, flies,
bumble bees, and other insects waork
In mutugl relation with the flowers
thatl they pellinats. This humming,
which so bypifles o lozy summer's
day, in reality iz a sounding beard



of the great activity of mother nature
cnd repressnts the dynamic state of
the energy involved and utilized in
the life processzes.

Frem Harden Laks the trail climbs
a little through stately red fir forests
to the rim of the yowning Tuolumne
River canveon. The trail follows along
the rim of the convon from which
accasional magnificent vistas can be
hod of the north rim as seen be-
tween the boughs of the conifers on
cur side. Here and there e some
gently sloping, somewhat dry grassy
areas conbaining o few gspens.

Around the middle of the morning
we arrived at o lush green meadow
surrounded by red fir. In o few
plasss along the margin were dspen
with their leaves trembling in the
breeze. The meodow wos carpeted
by delicate, white Queen Anne's
lace. A= we stepped out into the
meadow 1o admire the beautiful

Farest near Aspen Valley.
— A der

flowers and greenery we hsord
crashing in the timber on the op
posite side. A small rather th
bear and her two cubs emearged fror
the forest, the cubs darting back an
torth in front of their meother as b
children gre wont to do when o
on a stroll, The mother was sclemn!
going about her businesa, lumberin
slowly along, turning over rocks an
logs along the meadow's ede
searching for food. The two cukb
would dart way out in front, guickis
climb a tree and then seeing thc
mother was not coming along fo
encugh would lose courage and ru
back to her belore scampering o
again for o repeat performonce. W
walched this seriousness of th
mather and frolicking of the youn
gsters going on hand in hond o
cruite sometime until all three hear
ended the performance by climbing
a large loedgepole pine.
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From this larger rnE-u:sL..,nr we bee ot one Hme during the 1880°s this
r to drop dow Cotten-  lush meadow Tmlm-g,_. host to o sheep
rancher, -.zml Smith, and his hosts
ol wool b -’:1.,.‘i losusts. Here sfill
ate fr:h L.] a beautiful old log cabin,
SH n in 1885, True the entire
cokin is ne Iu‘r‘.qer presant. DE]:;rE-r.i.:.'-
Hons of ¢ ]rnr'lr-‘- hungus, insecis, and
mern heave done their res pc*tw—« parts
for onlv the walls remain. The cobin
was built of square, hand heawn logs,
like apples, sometimes ond he --Hrr-_ers ware tc;;u-*:n-.’—;d with
, and sometimes like pine-  wocden dowels driven at anglas into
mastly und-'-‘-“l'_;!:L-‘-]Ctblﬂ adigeent legs. The f]['; MASanry
- hod glven way to white  chimney had collapsed, but the
15 we moved lower 1’.-'.~.ra:'|:ls Smith  hearth stones were still in place,

1dow. Here and there was an oc- The door, one of the most beautiful
ionol incense-cedar with Uts rich  of the Yosemite ploneer cabing was

desply fluted bark. gone, but the hand carved wooden
Meadow hinges remain. Growing out of the
rotted floor and fgllen In rocfing
| stomding is a if g dif-  shokes wos o lush grawth of mead-
in the park's history, Fo ow grass and flowers, Ne::r the

The cubs ployed like children:
—Anderion
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= hundred feet, directly below us,
the deep Tuclumne Conyon lay
= blue waters of Hetch Helehy Re-
:srvoir, now entombing the Yo
=mite: of the Toolumne. Twice,
‘hile eating lunch at this gwe in-
-iring spot, a white throdled swifi
ith narrow =wept hack wings coame
~artling out of the sky with o swish
var our heada.
From Smith Feaok we headed dire-

tly down o chapporal coversd
slope across couniry fowords the
Harden Lake Trail instead of cir-

ing back by way of Smith Mead-
w. As we waded through ond on
-p of the monzanitg, buck thomn,
:nd choks cherry we {flushed o
rouse from practically right under
ir noses, which with hearvily fop-
ing wirngs made ifs escope down
> slope, Back in the forest the oo
13 was eqsy to the frail. Hers and
‘nere were signs ol the Sierra chick-
roea s wilnessed by the carefully
snmwed pine cones we found.

Koy small meadows were crossed

—Awferion

O our refurn trip we axplored o
liitle more fully o couples of the
meadows passed in the
partly to odmire their luxuriones
and particlly in order o lind waoter
to wetl our dry throats. In one small
meadow, lining a dry water courss
wos o jundgle of bracken fern grow-
ing amidst fullen logs <ng ospen
traes. At the lower end of what we
now called Bear Cub Meaodow we
located o small spring, one of the
sources of Cottonwood Creek, com-
ing out of the saturated ground.
Here we rested for o short while in
the midst of fhe luxuriant six foot
gross. In crossing this meadow we
stirred up swarms of grasshoppers
which pattered like rgin drops on
the dry, vellow and gold colored
lecives ond fronds of corm lillies,
come of it tatlered and tom by ear
lier summer storms and others with
only the: delicate ribs of the lecves
remaining, eaten cut inte delicats
lace and gossamer by insects: In o

TGINInGg,
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shallow pond could bhe sest water
hoatmen and watar striders, delicote
little aguatic Insects, doppling the
rich bBrown muddy bottom and the
surface with ever changing potterns:
With greal raluctionce we lefl this
meadow with ite buzzing activity in
the lenglhening shadows of lote
aflerncon,

At Harden Lake all wais quisl sove
for the hum of insects, the surround-
ing trees reflected in the quiet wo-
ters. The birds were ric longer pres-

ent, However, the chipmunks and
around squirrsls were sill scurryin
arocund stuffing their cheek pouches
cnd the lone lisherman was =] cost
ing hiz line into the lake which wa
new being oceasionally rigpled by
a fish rising for an insect in the guist
sarly evening.

A= we nearsd the end of the trol
the shouts of children glayving in th
comparcund broke the forest's sill
neszs heralding out relurn o civiliza
ticn,

o K e o N K MK M
INDIAN TREASURE CACHE
By Carl Sharsmith, Ranger-Naturalist
In August 1956 o rore discovery  wroles immedictely to the Regica

ol an Indiof coche was mode by
Mr. Jack Paxton of Fresno, California.,
Thig zite was situgted n Tuslumne
Meadows on the lowsr slopss of o
dome ot the heod of o deep arack.
Here Mr, Paxten sow proieciing
above the surface of the sod froa-
ments of oksidicn, Curious to know
what they were or what they might
be, he begon to dig them out and un-
covered a large blade of chadian.
Fxecited with his iind he removed o
few more pleces and then meclizing
the imporionce of his discovery, re-
ported his find to me, We wen! hock
to the gpol and examined ths me-
terial that hod been removed. Some
pholographs were taken of the site
and Mr, Paxtan was warmly thanked
fer his cooperaion. Mr. Poxton was
presenled o certilicole by Superin-
tendent John Preston:

The find was then reported to Mr.
Douglass Hubbard, Park Naturalist of
Yosemite National Park, He, in tum,

Four Oiffice of the Natlenal Fork
Service in San Francisco, asking &
the services of an archaalogist mlak
b2 mode availakis. ©f course, 1t =
well known that unduthionized excs-
vatlen of Indlem sites or other ant
quitiss s prohibited by the Act s
the Freservation of American A
guitizs ol 1908, under which ng o=
choeological remoins e to be d=
furbed, excovotled, without express
permissicn. These artilocts ore then
1o be depostted ina public museus
for public use,

The Regionol Office =staflf me
bers, In turn, contacted the Archos
alogieal Survey ol the University
California, and o few days later Lis
James A. Bennvhoil, Archasologis:
the Department of Anthropslogy of
the University of California o Bark
alay, came o Tuslumne Meodow
and went willh the author to
cachs. He procseded 1o excovals
test =ite wery carstully. We foun

il

bde el



Tushimns Meodows from Lembert Domea
—Anderion

I mat in addillon to o loarge quentity In moking hizs caretul excovation,
: rather large cbsidion chips, there  Mr. Bennyholf heped to find some

| Tl projectlle points: By, this nomo we
cover all sorte of points that mighi
be ussd [or arowhesds or epear-
' [ndicmtion of the
il b discoyv-
Ihese  blades

Actunlly thesze

mice shops, shioro on zll g

om o ghaul £ to B
=Yy repreganl tne
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oare lorgs

bems: ond

and perhc

wiare “hicks

hetwiz beon

' angd buries
under the meadosw, and it is

the fringe of thiz dome whie r-::_t!"g

ezt

themseslves
cere under the
@y may have

n. As ong knows, cerlt

chips were {found,

I was our op
dug somew

it nion theat o test pit
and the Her 1 o promising site
abject o let the spint out, os # mught reveal something of valus,
vere. The object then 2 dead. But he  porticularly  some projectile points
-z added guickly thot we know a0 which might give us o clue as o
tle about the habils: ond customs (he age ot use of this particular arec:.
{ the Indiong that formerly rocmied [{ wos inlerssting to watch Mr:
s regicn that this would be only 2 Bennvhoff's technique i making the
TUesEs, tast pit, just as it'waz 1o see the care

hera ir




h:* gove  his ex-'awﬂ'l';n lor  the

l watch “d ceref hllf to B
ecientist would ag r_rbr.\u._ choosing
his' particular plocs o moks o lest
pil. In one locality were scottered
bits of rharcoal. An old log which
hiad almest whally disin l::mler‘i lexy
pointing upward from the dome to-
wirrd the sast I ssemed to me ot
the tims that it n‘.i:_:"'r b= just tha
place where [ndicgns might b
and procesded o -::Iup IJu=.-|r r;l:::es
and other toals. This came o mind
aa we morked ou! on the surlace an
area ohout 5 fest sguare, then went
to waork with o shovel. I sioed by
with o gifler ag Mr. Bannyholl remow-
the first B-nch loysr, bit by bit
A= he passed the ghovel lood o me
| sifted it carefully. There were times
ond occasions when he used nal the
shovel but a small trowel

e 5o

with o

— ol

blade about 3 inches long, With his
skillful hands it seemed as thoush
15 points began to take shops
or else it wos meraly my imoging
ticm. Bul ot ony rate this
which was slew, wenl on
and on. Finally tf'c- 11[-I |
remeved and sifie
bheagan to lind-amall chips @
and these were carefully

a kbag indicaling the
er from which they
moved, Ths

Wrio

_'!.'.-J SRS
and. o

meiteriols o
indication ol
placing them in o
=d. S0 gradually the pl
axcavated with o shovel, o smail
archoeclogist's and with a
brush process secmed
very tedius, but Mr, Bennyhatl
ed no signs of tiring, As a mo
foct, he kept on and cn ond ons the

thelr

Irowel,

Tha eniire
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lunch hour passed with no sugges
tion of eating and we kept on work-
ng.

Finally, toward the end of the doy,
the pit had reached a depth of about
4 feet and there we hod aboul s
somplete o profile as we would hope
ior without going deeper. The upper
avers were the dark color, rather
unlike those in the desper portlons.
This upper laver, which wvaried in
depth fram about 10 fo 16 inches,
wis dark and looked to my unirain-
=d eye more like just crdinary mea-
dow goil, was called by Mr. Benny-
aaff the "midden” loaver. The dar-
cening and general appearance to
the archoecloglst’s eve indicated o
nim, and hence the name, g loyer
which was dorkened by long uss at
frequent intervals. The incorporation
aver the course of time of orgonic
malerials, wasle, refuse, had given
:t this dark colar,

Now, oz we gol deesper and look:
zd at the profile, it wos evident that

Mr. Bennvhoff could not comiplete
or even salislactorily  interpret in
many ploces whot was belore ue.
For example, below the midden
layer which was o rather irregular
tloor level of disintearated rock, nod
confinuous froem thal point down-
ward, was what would seem to have
been on enclosed area of soil sug-
gesting o pit, possibly for cocking.
Down inside thiz supposed pit which
was obhout 24 test below the surloce
at s uppermost portiocn, were large
lumps of charceal. By the time we
had reached the oot level we wars
possibly back in lime about 2000
years, Charcoal losts indefinltely as
it is inert chemically. Of course, its
age could be determined by means
ol the carbon 14 analysis method but
thot is expensive oand is only resort-
ed io when something crifical is in
questicn. We hadn't, for exomple,
found cmy sort of o projectile point
at this level. We had found only cne
artifoct that was down at a depth of

TLIET !"|

Faxioo nezc site of the bnd
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3 fest, which was evidenly o drll
The cnly other acbsldian pleces were
fust small chips scattered throughout
the profile with the pleces of char-
eoal. In and among porticons of the
lower lavers of the decomposed rock
was o deep red colar, having all the
egrmarks of heing or ‘having been
calcined — thet Is, subjected at o
former fime to intenss heol. This pro-
file hiod niot the charocteristics either
of us had suspected. We had expect-
ed that such o short distance from
the dome ot mors then 100 fest to
the east), we would find underneath
the midden laver stratified deposits
of laks moterical which would then
merge into glacial driit, It is the same
rocky bouldery material that coals
the hill slopes adiacent to this area
This glacial drift should then have
merged into the sclid rock of the
dome.

Wea found anything but that. As a
matier of fact, we had supposed that
we could have struck the solid reck
leng before that time. The slope of
the dome was very gentle and was
gssumed to be underioot not
ferr.

Of course, we could have dug
deeper. This profile was very puzz-
ling and it would require o cross
section trench completely toward the
dome to reveal more clearly the
nature of these depesits, which time
cid not s to do. Thet will
hove to remain for the loture,

Upon completion of cur work, as
the sun weni carefully
filled the pit ond removed as much
as we could of traces of our detiviiies
there., The locotion wos carsefully e
corded along with all of the other
derter that we had uncovered threush

very

el
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Unicorn and Cathedral Peaks lock down upon Tuclumne Meadows,

our efforis. Mr. Bennyvhoff suggested
that since only chips and points were
found that this area was not a vil
lage site. Rather it indicaled only a
temmporary camp for hunters and
traders, In order to understand just
what was indicated by this cross-
section, -at least in the one =pol ex-
cavated by us would, Mr. Benny-
hott =aid, require the use or the dis-
ciplines of an archaeologist, a geals-
gist, and pedology — that is, of soil
study.

S0 we left the site really knowing
lesz than we did before, It is to be

—Ruricll

hoped that at some future dale furs
ther studies of this kind con be made
by expers in the fisld of archaeol-
ogy. At the present time their work is
rather consumed by recent dsvelop-
ments of roads in various parts of the
State where artifacts are being turn-
ed up. They have to ao lo thess siles
immediately ond make their studies
before these sites and their contents
are irrstrievably lest. In the mean-
time, such places as these in Yo
semite National Park are undisturk-
ed ond will have to wait for o future
date — or apportunity.

.f"lm- ‘b""“’-u #’&
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A SHARP-SHINNED PREDATOR

By Homer Crider

The Stellar-iay population at Cas-
cades hos been making itsell scarce
in recent weeks. No doubi the dep-
redations of o sharp-shinned hawk
hove had something to de with the
situcition.

Omne day 1 sighted o fgst flying
bird dedging in ond out among the
trees. [t seemed lo be hoanging
arcund aond a week or so laoter Mrs.
Crider investigated o commotion
under the shrubbery not far from the
house, Belore she could anaolyze
the situation a small hawk about the
size of o wild pigeon flew up and
cway from his intended meal. Blue
feathers were scaitered around and
soon the joy came to life and fluiter-
ed away, more or less the waorse far
wedar.

Cn the first day of December |
heard o bird squawk. Scunds of dis-
tress came intermitlently ond, look-
ing oul the window, I saow o hawk,
wings spread oul on the pavement
ol the dariveway, holding down a
oy and giving intense attention to

the matter of dispatching the victim

It iz logical o assume that the
eirike wos made from o spice bush
where the jov hoad perched gbout
four feel above the around, whence
the wictim was borne to the pave-
ment and pinned down before it
could offer the slighlest resistance.
The spread pinions and crouch of
the predator prevenied the jay from
raising its wings for even a flutter
and tentative pecks indicoted that
the hunter meant business, Relative
welghts were about three 1o one.

After o few minules T made a clos-
er appreach. The howk tried to fly
and carry his victim, but logsed his
bold. Apparently unhurt, the jay
first sought the underbrush, then
weni 12 the lop ol g pine ond thence
far away.

The hawk flew back to a nearby
tree, perched and preened his feo-
thers within 20 fest of the writer
wherg he was identitied as a sharp-
shinned, rather than o Cooper's
nawk.

Stellar Jay




Coscades
—Anderson






